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NlLAD Water Services
eekend warned its custom

~.lnanila and Cavite to brace I I I
'that can last from 14 to I I h

verthe
Metro
ger water
rs daily.

d its customers that the
ours of dry faucets is
ario," Maynilaq said it

. will step, up d oost rationing 'to some
20,000 CO~:E~,s in its service area as a
stopgap me~W.e :

The water s rtage will persist un-
less the Na3io al ater Regulatory Board
(NWRB) ts aynilad's petition to in-
crease its wa r ocation from the darns
to 52 cubic ~te per second (CMS), the
firm's official s' over the weekerid.

"We;ve re ei d information that the
NWRB will mai I in the current alloca-
tion level at 50 C S, which is not.enough
to serve the de d of consumers this

ese areas are those that
the s urce and mostly

located on
Grabillo, M
Maynilad, sa

"These
have been e
before' the

areas," Engr. Zmel
la siness Area Head for
Sup ay. '
ha to reach areas and

cing difficulties even
nterruption ,schedule

billo added in E. Tel-

port said abo t 73
Next,rJlrJge

D
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W t I through thefl er ess... there is a prob
FromAl from the sou

. I further declin
percent of Mayni d customers 'The "later
would he affected b I the long wa- tinuously co
ter interruptions, but it could not be government
verified with compan I officials as of rationing sch
Ptess time. tabs of the w

Last Wednesday, ynilad said it flowing to m
has begun daily servi interruption- in affected ar
sto preserve the re ining supply ..up on water.
of water in the Angat po system. as Among th
there will be less rai all to replen- is enforcing lude the reactive-
ish the dams because f the El Nifio tion of deep e Is and commission-
dry weather spell. ing of rnodul r treatment plants to

The firm admitted ere is no def- produce fore ater from alte:mate
inite timeline when I or improved sources. and continued repair of
water services will b stored in the pipe leaks an replacement of old
areas experiencing n Iy the whole pipelines to rver more water-for
day without running :ater. distribution.

The prolonged wa ,r interruption The comp
in selected areas ma even persist- available aro

tire summer since
ility that waterlevel
, Angat Dam, may
wing to lack ofrain.
rm said it is con-
erating fith local
its for the water
ule and is keeping
ow when water is
sure that residents
are urged to stock

tankers for deployment, as needed.
It has installed 83 stationary wa-

ter tanks (SWT) in strategic loca-
tions and is purchasing more SWTs
for additional water storage.

Maynilad is also willing to
scale up the deployment of more
tankers in areas with longer inter-
ruptions.

The NWRB has allowed Mayni-
lad access to 50 eMS water until
April 15 this year. but what comes
next is still uncertain - whether the
agency will continue to supply the
same volume or further cut avail-
ability of raw 'water as summer in-
tensifies.

"At 50 eMS, we expect that the
volume of raw water flowing to
the Novaliches Portal in Quezon
City will still be at reduced levels.
Given this, the current daily water
service interruptions will remain in
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lace, b t the interruption schedules
be im lemented starting April I,

~Q23,ha e been adjusted to account
ffr the ~Isuspension of the cross-
!l?rtal s aring arrangement between

aynlla and Manila Water," the
ompan said earlier.

The ompany is also looking at
ossi~le intervention such as cloud
'edi~ activities that the Menc-.
olit~ ater and Sewerage System

( W~S may undertake.
Even efore the service interrup ..

t ons.11 ynilad has been augment-
i g supp ies through a "cross-portal"

~

ange ent with Manila Water, be-
ause lie s water has been reaching

t e No aliches Portal in Quez on
il)l·i

H0Y' er, the declining water d·
vatioh t La Mesa Dam has forced
anila ater to gradually suspead

t e cros -portal sharing,
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This ill mean less supply for
Maynilad to distribute, resulting
inlonger ally service interruption
schedules starting April 1.

With higher raw water all aca-
tion, Ma ila Water would be more
comforta Ie with sustaining the
cross-po I sharing arrange lent
with May ilad.

••It wo Jd also increase the vo. nne
of raw w er that reachesMayni ados
treatment lants, enabling us to sus-
pend the aily service interrup cns
that are c ently in place," the com-
pany said .

Mayni d is also taking (Ither
measures 0 help mitigate the supply
shortage, including "massive leak
repair ac ivities at the convey.mce
system from Bigti to La }o esa
Dam-to arrest losses in the a I ue-
ducts and improve raw water flo N to
the Nova ches portal.'
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are draining h ma ity's lifeblood," G uerres said in a foreword to
the report, reI se hours ahead of the first major UN meeting on
water resourc in early half a century;

Worsening shortages
a d three billion people worldwide experience
hese shortages will worsen in the coming

11 n cities, if international cooperation in this
ed, am the United Nations Educational, Scientific

In he Philippine, some 11million fami ies face the dilemma and an tion (UNESCO) and UN-Water in the latest
are f reed to rely 0 "unprotected" deep w lIs, springs, rivers, lakes edition of the orldWater Development Report.
and r inwater for t fir household needs. Globally, 2 pliO people (26 percent of the population) do not
La k of sanita Ion facilities, accord ng to National Water have safe dri fg ater and 3.6 billion (46 percent) lack access to'

Reso ce Board WRB) executive direc or Dr. Sevillo David Jr., safely manage ~an ation, according to the report.
has also forced so e families to defecate i the open, risking water The global an opulation facing water scarcity, says the report,
contamination and iseases. is projected to ou e from 930 million in 2016 to 1.7-2.4 billion
The water suppl lack worsens during e dry season. "W.ehave people in 205 . Th growing incidence of extreme and proionged

enough water sup ly for now. ut the P GASA says El Nino is droughts is als str ssing ecosystems, with dire consequences for
looming,"says Dav d. "We need to prepare for this as it could affect both plant and im 1species.
our water supply, p , icularly in our farms," David said. There.is our ent 'need to establish strong international
The water crisis eceived centerstage during a three-day United mechanisms to prev nt the global wat crisis from spiralir- out of

NationsConference at drew some 10,000 participantsinNewYork. control.Water i our ammon future an i is essential to act igether
tm; Secretary-G neral Antonio Guterre~ on March 24 called on to share it equi ly d manage it sus nably, the report said.

the world to safegu d water resources to avert conflict and ensure In 2020, two illi n people were still ~. bursafe drinking water
future global prosp ity, and 3.6 billion ack access to safely Imagedsanitation services,
Water, he says, i "the most p ecious cOFon good" and "needs including 494 illi n who had to reli e themselves in the open,

to be at the center 0 the global olitical ag nda,' he said at the end according to th late t figures compiled :y the UN-Water website.
of three-day UN co erence. At least two 'IIi people drink wat J' contaminated wit! feces,
"AU of humani fS hopes for the futurJ depend, in some way, and 2.3 billion ck asic sanitation serv ces=-conditions conduc ve

on charting a new cience-base course tJ bring the water action to the spread 0 hol ffi' dysentery and lio.
agenda to life," Gut rres said. "Now is the time to act." While climat ch ge makes drough more frequent and intense,
The world is not n track to meet its 2030 water goals, including UN climate ex erts (IPCC) also esti ate that about half If we

access to safe drink ng water and sanitation for all.. world's popula 'on s ffers from "sever 'water shortages during II
Guterres before fhe meeting described water as humanity's least part of the ~ear.

"lifeblood" and sai its "vampiric overconsumption" had "broken TheWorldB e timates that climat change-exacerbatedwater
the water cycle" an led to more atural disasters. shortages could cost orne regions up to ix percent ofGDP by 205
The world is "blindly tr veling a dangerous path" as due to impacts n a 'culture, health, in me;and potennaliy fore

"unsu~tainable wate Iuse, p~I1ut\"nand un1h_e~c_k_ed~g~10_b=a_1_w_arm_l_·n~g_m_igr_at_io~n__or~e-1v---t1n:_c_0tt-l_·c_t._R-'.a""Y~S_._E_n_a~n!:..,,--i~th~A~F-,P~1-~_~

HE I ck of access to potable
wate is an age-Ion problem
faci . global Ieade s and climate

ch nge is e acerbating th challenge.

eruse,
ked.glob~1

humanity'S
arY-Gen ~~.I

ceof extreme
htsls·also
w'ithdire

hplaht.an
SCO.repor



I RATEGIC

OMMUNICATlON
o
ITlATlYES

RYICE

[zf
UPPERo
LOWER

o
PAGE 1
STORY

o
BANNER

STORY

CD
EDIlORlt,L CARTOON

TillE :---=:::::::db==::;;:;;;;:::=:;f.:;::tn:~===:====:~===~~=~:=:iA~+~-====;:-:-;~
; J

DATE

'lssu
EO
vat

'Issue •..
F~AJ

AlILBAY Rep. oey Salceda on S ,
d\l~ called 0 I President F~rdina I

Marcos Jr. to i .~u.e an executive ord I

di;r cting spec c government age
. •• Icie to initiat measures to mitiga I

the impact of . e El Nifio phenom
no ,which is pected to persist un
20 4 and caus a water crisis. I
. a statem t, Salceda welcom

Pre ident Ferd and Marcos Jr.'s cr
ad n of the 0 ce of Water Manag
me t, which is rasked to managf
co try's wate resources. .

The first s p is to acknowledg
Nextpa
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A lawmak
Congress t
mersure that
thej.Departm
Re ources
as, he count
the onset of
phenomenon.

House Bil 2880 will
des~gn and c rry out the
nat on's exte sive water

is pressing
approve a
ill' establish
nt of Water
anagement
braces for

he El Nino

necess ry po icy and resource
refor 's, onitoring and
evalua ing ompliance with
the nlli.onal goals relating to
water.i rriga ion, sewage and
sanita ion nd formulating
a nat] nal updated road
map. tr addfess the State's
require ent:1

It ~l 0 air.,ts to promote
t h e U e ~f rainwater
harves ing f~cilities around
the co ntry to supplement
the co try' water supply.

The m s r 'sobjective
- in lin it the Marcos
govern n s "over II
plan" I e r in g the
country' a I' resources
manage nt also intend
to improv th onservation
of wate increase
system e cies.

Marc February,
had appr he creation
of aWe Resource
Manage ent Office to
manage t co ntrts water
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resou ces ar d re .pond to
the c rrent E: nvirr amental
challe ges,

The Philippines iurrently
has a least 32 different
agenc es ent ust ed with
man g in g its water
resou ces, whicl- placed
the ria ion in 0 the bottom
third f 48 countr es rated
by the Asian Development
Bank in ter. s of water
admi istration lack in
2018.
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By ELLA CARtSO le~elof286.87metersthedaypre ou j elevation of 190.13
"'~"""'"'''''''M'''M'''_'''~''''''~'''."."".' •.'"'.''' ••....."••..''''.,....~.''M.,''''"j In a separate radio inter ie, "The rule curve levation is the

Tie water Ie el ofAngat Dam a d P GASAhydrologist Oyi Pagu ay level of the ~am to e able 0 fu an
five ther dams hthe country fu t1 s id that water evaporation i hi its functions, "Pagul yan ex lain d.
dro ped amid he dry seas,?n bei g .b cause of high temperature. National Water nd Resour es
exp ienced in t e country, accordi gj "Based on our past records' 0 r Board ( WRB) Exe utive Direr or
to th;ePhilippi . Atmospheric, Ge i:j d m officers, there is a dow ar SevilloDavid Jr. has urged he p b-
physical and A tronomical Servic s tr nd in the level of all dams be au e lie to co serl~ewate to prevent the
Administration (PAGASA). . o~high evaporation brought X t e country's e)('lerienc in 2019 where

onitoringofPAGAS Ngh temperature. Climatolog al the level of Angat am reached as
gy Division, as o~6 speaking, this is the trend of su m r low as 116 meters a ter the EI N no
the level of Ang t ~onths," Pagulayan said. phenomenon hit the ountry.

1.60 meters, .31 m l Pagulayan added that it i PAGASA warne that E. N'fio
wer that s level on Saturd y eJrly to say whether the dam will be experienced tarting June or
ng of 201. 1 meters. r~ach critical level. July 2023.

A gat Dam upplies more th "There were fears that the a Sit d I t-
90 P rcent of M ro Manila's potab e r ached critical level but hop full ncrea!!i,e a OC Ion
wat r needs an provides for the i - wf will not experience this a th s to c rb inte rup - n
riga .on needs f 25,000 hectares f time of the year," Pagulayan a A ranking officia of the Met '0-

f ands in Bu can and Pampang . She called on the public to c politan Waterworks and Sewerage
the other and, the level of I 0 Ulto conserve water amid the System (Mv\i'SS)on S nday said tat

was at 98. meters, 0.05 mete s 0 the El Nino phenomenon. the decision of the N RBto incre se
han its lev I of 98.73 meters 0 "Wekeep on reminding the the allocation of Ma 'lad Water Ser-
~ay; Binga am, 570.14 mete, 0 the consciousness in the se f vice Inc. and Manila ater to Sucubic
eters lessth itsprevious level' f wflter. The level of Angat D m .s meters per second fr m 48 cubic m _
,meters; S Roque Dam, 241. 1 ~gher compared to its rule c rv, ters per second shou d shorten if not

mete ,down b .43meters compare it does not mean we can affo d t . end the rotational w er interrupti n
to th Saturday 1 vel of 241.84 mete~;1 w~ste. We still encourage eve 0 being experienced i Metro M,anila
Pant Ibangan m, 183.20 mete , to be careful in the consumpti and nearby areas of avite and Rizal.
.31 eters less an its previous lev I w ter," she added. 'In a radio interviei ,MWSS DeFu-
of 1~3.51 meter 'and Caliraya D, Pagulayan said that Angat D ty Administrator Jos Dorado J 1: 1;" . d
286.{;Irneters.vl meters lower than i s 11.47 meters away from its rule that while the appro ed added pro-

I \ .
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~¥nilald's service ar
xpe ience water int

CUSTQ ERSi areas served by
Maynit d Wat r Services, Inc. will
contin e to ex erience water service
interr tlors as supply remains inad-
equat' a comll>anyofficial said.

"Ri' ht now,we're only getting
around ,150million liters per day
(MLQ) t l~e NQValichesportal. We
should e getting 2,400 MLDbecause
at that lume, ~e won't haveservice
interru tions," Jennifer C.Rufo,head of
Maynil d'~corp rate communications,
saidin Viber essageon Saturday.

Ms. RlJfo s~id the issue right now .
is not so much the demand but the
availa~ility of ~dequate supply.

Sh~added that the current
production of Maynilad's treatment
Plantst the squth is at 230MLD,
or hig er than the previous weeks'
when W wat~r at Laguna Lake had
higher turbidit¥ levels.

"But ifs still lower than the
ideal2 0-300 trlLDbecausewe're still
intensi ing the cleaning of our facilities'
filters lIowing the prolonged high
turbidi epis9de at l.aguna Lake,"she
said,a ding th~t the target is to revert
to nor at cutout by mid-April.

On nday, ~he National Water
Resou es Board (NWRB) raised the
water llocation for the Metropolitan
Water orks and Sewerage System
(MWS ) to 50 ~ubic meters per
second$(CMS)from the current 48
CMSfr m April 1 to 15, 2023.

"N RB did not grant the request
of May Hadthrough the MWSSthat
the all cation I;>eincreased to 52
eMS," <lynilad said in a separate
state nt issufd on Friqay.

Leg or C.Cleofas,MWSSadminis-
trator, t 10 BusihessWodd by phone on
Sunda~lthat th allocation granted by
the NvyjRBwill 1I0W the La Mesaand
!po dams to rec ver anq support the
water supply n eds of Metro Manila.

Ms. ((eotas said that MWSS had
direct Mayni ad to maximize the
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Le 'snot wait until the
ar in, year out, alarm bells over a water

crisis are being raised by various sectors
of society. Water shortage is experienced
in different parts of the country, drying
cts of land and destroying the agriculture

sector, ue particularly to the entrance of the dry
season, but now exacerbated because of the effects
of dim te change. I

Wha 's different this yeaf is that the government
seems t be ready to address this perennial prob-
lem, if e are to use as basis the recent pronounce-
ments f the administratio and the departments
involve in this issue.

For ne, when the President was asked by the
media hat his administration is doing to address
the imp nding water crisis, he was confident to
say that the government is ready to - once and
for all not only solve the issue at hand, but to
address ts root causes.

First the President ackrlowledged that this is
not a se sonal issue but something that affects all
of us on day-to-day basis. Summer or not, some
Filipino still do not have \access to clean, safe
drinking water. Various industries also face water
shortage even when it is the rainy season.

To a ress the root caus~s of the water crisis,
the first ing that the administration didwas to is-

cutive order creating the Water Resource
ent Office (WRMO).For the meantime,

the 0 is tasked to consolidate various plans
to tackle he water crisis, pe ding the creation of a
full-fled ed department that will be known as the
Departm nt of Water Resources (DWR).

The P esident called on Congress to fasttrack
the pass ge of a bill to create DWR."There are
many ag ncies that are concerned when it comes
to water anagement. So,we have to make it more
cohesive. hat's why we established (the WRMO),

y
1y will be attached to the Offie~of the

President an the DENR(Department of Erviron-
ment and Na ural Resources)," Marcos sad. e
are hoping d wn the road... since there a ·e b Us
filed in the le islature in both houses, to establ sh
the (LlWR)."

The DEN is also proactively addressi 19 te
looming \fat r crisis brought about by clim te
change. 'I'his as stated by DIENRSecreta -y } a.
Antonia Yulo Loyzaga during the United at 0 1S
2023 Water C nference last March 22 to 24 2023.

"Today, m re than ever, there is a critic Ineed
for nexus gov rnance, climate and disaster resil-
ience, one tha pursues a strategic balance b tween
supply and co sumption of water for health food,
energy, anq e [ronmental security," Loyzagasaid.
She noted tha the WRMO,which is a first i 1his-
tory, aims to" chievewater seeurity by integ ating
the functions f all agencies' rith water-r slated
mandates."

The creati n of the agenc r, and its eventual
transformatio to a full department is bein , prr-
oritized in coo ination with th ~legislat,ve branch.
The President aware that thi gs have to move
faster, as wate is life, and an efficient water nan-
agement syste means a healthier populatio 1and
a stronger nati n. "We have kept postponin : this
problem over byyears at every level.So,it's time
to put in a cohe ive (water management) plar tha
every LGUand overnment agency can follow"

A looming ater crisis can not be tackled with
a trickle of solu ions; it must be faced with ar all-
out, hands-on eck action fro 1 the governn en
solving issues om the ground up, and uproc tin
years of ineffici ,des, bureaucratic entanglem mts
and roadblocks. Only then we wi.1lall feel the flo
of relief, knowi g that a water :I'isisis a thir g f
the past.
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Water ,0 irrigate
our farms year-round

Wth the oncoming EI Nino Co m nting on
season, which is expected to the urr nt water
adv~rsely affect water supply suppl m nagement,
botlt for drinking and irriga - P BB I men t e d :

tion, President ~ongbong Marcos' .recent uW- ave ufficient ...
anno cement fould not have come at a there' en ugh water
bet r time. in the Phi ippines .... hindi lang natin gi-

PBBM approved the creation of a Water naga it, t natapon natin."
Resource Mana~ement Office which will Wi h t is latest development, perhaps
be tasked to manage the country's pre- it is 0tpor une for Water Resource Expert
cious water resources. The WRMO will be Oscar. Vi lago (OIV) to follow up his pro-
established under the DENR and serve as a posal hie was submitted to PBBM in a
temporary body while the Water Resources. ~ter date Feb. 20, 2023.
Department is being created. ?V Violago as the prime mover behind the

uThe WRMO's main functions include S670-Eilloon Casecnan hydroelectric and
formulating and ensuring the implementa- irrigat on ~roject und~r a build-operate-
tion of the Integrated Water Management transf r a eement WIth the government.
Plan (IWMP) , which will integrate various The Caseen n multipurpose project collects
plans of different agencies," according water f om the Casecnan and Taan Rivers.
to the Presidential Communication Office. The w ter s then transported through a, -

SPIEAKING OUT
IGNACIO R. BUNVE

16 mile tunnel toward's the Pantabangan reservoir. Sou h K Ilea, the USA and Israel all have the nee-
It rovides about'150 megawatts of electricity and essa expertise to do it. "Israel has offered tHe
irr ates 350,000 hectares of farmland. Phil~PP~' es to build solar irrigation with shallow

More recently, Violago's joint venture company well, p yable within years on a government-to-
wi h business tycoon Enrique Razon inaugurated gov~n nt basis at the present cost of P150,ooo
th Tayabasan weir, the first phase of Wawa bulk per hect e. For one million hectares, this trr ns et
wa er supply project. Initially, the Tayabasan weir to a year y average amortization of P12 billion for
wi deliver 80 MLD of raw water supply. Once the 12 years. ~,
hi dam is completed, another 500MLD to 750MLD uThe cost is nothing compared to our rice i _

be delivered to Metro Manila consumers. portatio~ per year," Violago asserts. "Last ye r
at is OIVproposing this time? In a nutshell, alone, it was P80 billion."

th proposal calls for a nationwide installation of uA.ti million hectares, we will already be f
sol r powered irrigation systems. The objective: self-suffi ient and the fa mers will become rie .
"t make water available to our farmers through- This will reate a multipli r effect in our conomy
out the year. Without water during the dry season, beca~e t ey will buy more food, clothing shelter,
ou farmers will remain hopeless and helpless. We bette ed cation for their children, ma ng us a
wil forever be importing rice, subsidizing foreign wealt y tion. At two million hectares an bigger,
far ers in the process." we w II b orne exporters of rice, corn, vegetables,

uoting Director Gina P. Nilo of the Bureau of maki g u even richer. Our animal industry will
Soil and Water Management, Violago says there be fed by ur corn production, allowing us 0 have
are round 3·5 million Hectares of shallow wells in lower prices for our meat, .attle, chicken a eggs.
the Philippines. As a starter, Violago proposes to So, insteat of becoming a, importer, we I be-
irri ate one million hectares, come bi exporter."

o can execute th~ project? Foreign govern- Go dIck, OIV,on your proposal. May the force
____ ~t-s-l-ik~e~N-e-t~h~e~l~a~n~d~s~,~J~a~p~a=n~,~S~in=g~a~p~o~r~e~,__ ~b~e~w~it~y~~!~ _
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V1S10 of NWRBwas loier than the
requ sted 52 cubicmeterf per second,
itwi contribute to lessen the number

, of h urs of water interruption being
expe ienced by Maynilad customers.

" he 50 cubic meters per second
appr ved by NWRBwillbe managed
to in rease the elevation in Ipo Dam
and a Mesa Dam and improve the
oper tion ofMaynilad," Dorado said.

o Friday, NWRB's David an-
nou ced that the NWRB board ap-
pro ed the request of Maynilad and
Ma ila Water to increase their water
allo ation to 50 cubicmeters per sec-
ond from 48 cubic meters effective
Apr 11 to 15, 2023.

" e requested 52 cu icmeters per
seco d but according to xecutiveDi-
rect David, t e board eeds to first
anal ze the water level hese coming
day to determine the b havior of the
da s amid the high temperature,"
Dor do said.

rado added that 1ide from the
inc ased wate allocati ,11. granted by

B,ManilaWateral 0 committed
to a ist Maynilad.

e have what w call a cross
bor er. This is treated water already.
It w ~lnot co~e from t e Novaliches
por I or La Mesa port 1. As you can

["J
III'I'FF.

[~]
I,nwrn

I,tl

obse~~ these past f ~'
ter supply of Manil ter to their
customers is stable. Thi will allow
them to assist Mayn lad 'he said.

Dorado also bla ed eaks and il-
legal connections f F th dwindling
allocation of Maynil d.

"The water supp IY~1 affected by
the leaks and illega reo ection and
then there are also I se going to the
treatment plants. T e ggest prob-
lem of Maynilad is its distribution
system," Dorado ,11. ted,

He reiterated th tater supply
from Angat Dam 11 I st until De-
cember 2023.

"The level of Ang t D 'is normal
and it will be enou t IJsupplythe
water requirement nt 1 the end of
the year," he said.

Headdedthatthe
analternativesource
last option as the
thetwowaterconces ~
standbysourcesfro the und.

"We keep on re .,11. ~g our cus-
tomers to be patien as e are trying
to fix the system .~" ~nimize the
water interruption. fe aso urge the
public t~use water top rly,conserve
water to maximize he ater alloca-
tion for Metro Ma Ie added.

__~ __~ __~~~~~--------~~r----~
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of our water probl

'LA~~Tweek,May1 ad I nnounced that starting this April'
, there will be lon~ r d ilyservice interruptions to savew~ter

in the Angat-Ipo s st~ . It's summer and they sayElNii' is
to blame. Everyone else s WI ndering why,when summer and ven
ElNino should be expe e nnually, the water service compaj y is
notable to prepare adeq at' y for the inevitable.Aside from th t,
even during rainy days, er have been daily service interrupti. ns in
many of the areas they $ rve It would be best to find a longer-term
solution to this problem

I. . :IJ~Ourglobal water system i
crisis.Billionsof people lac
access to siCtfeand clean wa er; If

we know that so well even er~
in the Philil~pines.Sinceth firf'
UNWater Conference in 1~ ,th
world popuatlon has doubl d.
Demand for water rose alo sid
the increa:)I~in population, I c-
cording to 1he UN,the UN2 23
Water (onfi~rence is"the m st
important water event" in
generation.,

so well eveI.lhere in the Philip in~i"
Since the first UN Water C nfi -
ence in 1977, the world popu ati~1

f< Ihas doubled, Demand for wa~ r ro e
alongside the increase in popul tid~.
According to the UN, the UN 20"
Water Conference is "the m~ t irri-

n. .,. Iportantwaterevent magen tlO
lMore than 10,000 peop toe

part virtually or in person. he
. were 713 voluntary commi en
filed by non-goverment or~ niz
tions, governments, busin sses,
universities, and organizations Ii

'?-..,-"

was for the participants to be able
to decide on ways to achieve the in-
ternationally agreed objecti ~s and
comeup with solutions for th crises
of "too much water," such ,as terms
and floods; "too fittle water," ~ch as
droughts and water scarcity; a .d "too
dirty water," such as polluted Water.

Our global water system is in cri-
sis. Billions of people lack access to
safe and clean water; we know that

~~1~
Unicef. These were collected into
what is now being called the W.at~r
Action. Agenda. There were ljIlany
small pledges and few huge plans.
Some of the themes that"'-cale UP.
were the push for "nature- ased
solutions," the need for incl sive
management, and finance or hrWto
fund the cause. The latter is Ii ked
to goodgovernance and the effe tive
use of funding.

Realistically,theworld'sprob ems
related to water will take much ore
than three days of speeches "and
presentations to solve. Every ody
knows that, and so the confer nce
participants left the meeting ith
hope and enthusiasm. They v ted
to create the position of UN Sp cial
EnvoyforWater, to facilitate the on-
versation WIthin the UNsystem and
to call regular high -levelmeetin ts to
talk about water.

Howmight wetranslate the le~rn-
ings from this conference to fue,our
own localwaterprojects? Howca we
emphasize the sense of urgency and
inspire everyone- fro~ the pub~c to
private sector, communities d~wn
to individuals-to take steps now,
before it's too late? 1~

rns
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MeCinwhile,the National Irrigation I
Administration (NIA) named as "Most Ou C\ndiqg
IrrIgators' ASSociations"the Makabflog Ma ~bo
Tambo Irrigators Association, San Agustin n Luis
Irrigato rs Association, Ine.,and Bayawan U ited I
Farmers Irrigators Association. I

Efforts in laguna de Bay rehabilitatjon w re also1
recpgnizedthroUgh the "Kampeon ng lawa fqr1
of the Laguna lake Development Authority , LDA) X

Thesewere given to the LocalGovernment0 Ter ,
Ri,z~I;thl~University of the Philippines Traini ente~
for ApPlied Geodesyand Photogrammetry; d the
Department of ScienceClndTechnology-Adv ed
Scienceand Technology Institute.

The DENR-Environmental Management urea's
"Water leadership Award" went to Adem In yejas
of project Blue PHfor his initiative to deSign
innovative boats made entirely out of recycl
sustainable materials.

Comp,fetingthe roster of honorees were
Pacific Water's "Kampeon ng Kalikasan" aw
Cagayan de Oro City Water District, Aboitiz
IntraCapltal's "Agos ng Kinabukasan" award
Pabl~ City Water District; and the PWWA "li
TUbigat Kalika~n" awardees GoShare and
Philippine Bamboo Industry Development Co neil.

II'his meSSageduring the event, MayniJa
Presj~ent and CEORamoncito S.Fernandez
underscor,ed the need to work together forth

WESTIpNE concessio ire Maynilad Water .
Service~ Inc. (Maynilad f-tin partnership with" .•' f
the Natipnal Water Res,vrces Board and the t, ••

Depart~ent pf Environ lent and Natural ReSQurp~
(DENR)fhonore(121 er and environment I,
Champi~ at the World ater Day Phitippines 1

Awaras ~023(WWD.PH , wards) held last March22
,in PasaYfity. _ 1. 'Ii

Recipients of Maynil 's "Water Warrior Award
for AdvDfacy Leadershi ' were CaloocanCity
Vice May~'r Karina Teh,A S-CBNjournalist Alvin
EIChiCO"',e Quazon City 'limate Ch,ange Education
Departm nt, and the Mil n TreesFoundation, for
actively ~ising awarene on water susfairiability
and envir,pnmental respo ibllityin theirresP~ive ••'
professions and initiatlv

NWRS's "Water Wise Ward"went to the Cebu "I.'
Tpchno(~y \Jniversity, H ldm Philippines Inc., ,••
ao<jWest~ebu Industrial lark Dev\lropers,Inc.,f
for their e~empJarywater management practices t
consistent,with the agenc 's regulatory m;mdate I
and advo~cy. ".' I

The ''l-j!.Iwarangtingk d Tubig Award",
recipientSpf Local,Water titities Administratiqn II.
(lWUA) wllre Baguio Wa r District in Lu~on, .?
Sitay Wat~r District in the Visayas,and General
Santos Ci~ Water District in Mindanao, tor being
model wafer districts in ~ ter conservation and

'environmental initiati ves.
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ground work to
tise in pollution
ations, acco in
Embassy.he Phi) ppine Coast Guard

CG) and the crew of the Shin
Nichi M , a Japanese dynamic
positioni vessel, have begun
"bagging' operations to seal off
Ibaks fro tanker MT Princess
Empress, ore' than a month af-
trr it sank ff Oriental Mindoro.

The b gging technique is
tpe part 0 Ithe next phase of the
ReG's oil spill management op- .
erations, i~eOffice of Civil De-
fense (OC~) said in a statement
o~ Satur<j1y.

The specialized bags were
provided ~y the government of
the United Kingdom to support
the' operaftns.

The M Princess Empress
was carrYti g soo.ooo liters of
industrial I rade oil when it
sank on Fe . 28. '

,TheUS avy is set to deploy
its remote y operated vehicle
starting ~( nday to provide ad-
ditional si] ational data on the
sHipwreck

'Intern.,. ionaI assistance'
The BR;f1 Corregidor and BRP

Habagat w1re also deployed to
provide as~~stance, while a spe-
cial response unit of the Korea
Coast Gum; gave technical ad-
vice while 0 board.

France lso sent a techni-
cal expert ho joined recon-
naissance 0 erations and other

Otherpe
, "We are grat

support fromj ~e
in addressing th
OCD adminiSfrat
tary Arie.I Ne~ m

He added "
along with t~es
assistance, t~e .
sponse between
agencies and the
ment units (IJGU
us to acceler~te
contain the leak
gate the impasts

As of Sa ur
personnel were
conduct shorelin
cleanup, wh,iJe
worki~g on offs
operations. II

Some 16 ~oa
rine Science te icians, 20

personnel' from Us, 58 per-
sonnel from the D artment of
Environment and atural Re-
sources, and trre volunteers
from the Depa tm t of Health
were deployed to upport the

, shoreline respons perations.
Another 167 h d workers

and 12 represen ives from
Harbor Star S ip g Services
Inc. as well a~ ~2' volunteers
also joined th~ re nse activ-
ities, the OCD .id. I Q

nneI
I for, all the
er countries
emergency,"
Undersecre-
no said.

e hope that
nternational
egrated re-
government
cal govern-
will enable
e effort to

e and miti-
he oil spill."
y, 47 PCG
eployed to
assessment

even were
e response

SUNKEN VESSEL The MT Princess Empress as sPftt
waters of Pole. Oriental Mindoro, on March 21. -PHOTFV"jAS.'v1 •.•....•.•• w•••• ,.. _
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Bagging
operation
begins tol
seal sunk

I tanker
I By MARTIN SADONGDON,G •

Authorities have finally s ar d
the bagging operation to seal Wff e
leaksfrorn motor tanker (MT) Pilinc s

, Empress which sank in the '{'ci
waters off Naujan, Oriental Mj d
on Feb. 28, the National Disast r R
Reduction and Management C u
(NDRRMC) said. '

Bagging is a technique where
vessel is covered by specializJ~ b
which catch the leaking industn 'If
oil from the cargoes onboard t~e
Prince~s Empress. It is part of tbr n
operauonat phase of the Philippi
Coast Guard's (PCG) oil spill
management operations. .1

JBag ing operation.begins
to seal sunkttr tanker 1'"

The ND liMc said that or~.ental a plantation in Cavite to su tal
Mindoro G v. Humerlito Dolor con - operations. .
firmed the rrival. of th~ speer lized . "We are gratefulfo~ all.th s
bags from he Umted KmgdOl}l and from the other countnes In 'ad
that the ba ging operation star ed on ing this emergency. We h?p
Saturday, A rill. along with these internatlon

Accordi gly, the specialize bags sistance, the integrated rf~e~
were loade onboard the JaR nese between government agencie a
dynamic po itioningvessel (DpY Shin local government units will na

-INichi Maru to have it tested th ough to accelerate the effort to corta
~he help of CG personnel. leakage and mitigate the imp~cts

A rem tely operated ve icle oil-spill," NDRRMC Executive Di
(ROV) or u derwater robot waslused Undersecretary Ariel Nepomueen
to cover t e MT Princess Empress
with the sp cialized bags. At lefst 16 14,083 Iiters of oily wat
Eore custo ized bags will arr ve in -The ongoing clean-up oper
~riental Mi ~O~Oday, April 3, from in the oil spill-affected areas

resulted in the col1ecti on of U, 083
liters of oily water mixture and 15S
sacks of oil-contaminated mat ri--
als during the offshore response
operations.

the For shoreline response the
PCG collected 4,150.5 sacks and 22
drums otwaste from the 13affected
barangays in Naujan, Bulalacao,
and Pola towns in Oriental Mindoro'
from March 1 to 31.

A total of 36,658 families or
173,46H individuals have also

us been affected in 163 barangays
.the' in Oriental Mindoro, Palawan,
the Ant lque , and Bat angas as of

ctor Sunday, April 2. I
aid. Moreover, the livelihood of

16,930 fanners and fisherfolkwere
also affected as the est imated cost

ons <, of damage to agriculture reached
ave P263,55~~_
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ernment has cat ed out
formatiOn on social Med 3
the oil spillila ireached he

nth. Mr.llagan ildmonrshe
of the. Philippif1es-Mannl~
te, W«ich hasb een Closely

~eincident. foris$u n
:the oil spill migt t r a h
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contain oil spill r I pedup

''The baggingj~ec !que is part of. the next
operational pha 1. 0d CG's oil spill manage-
ment operations a. d the OCD, the imple-
menting arm 0 th ational Disasten Risk.
Reduction and l\j£ana ment Council.

After baggingj the xt phase of the opera- •
tion willbe to patch e leaks,hot tappihg and
siphoning of the oilr . aininginside the vessel,

Citing inform ~o rom Oriental Mindoro
Gov. Humerlito Do ,the OCD said more
"customized b s" f a plant in Cavire are
due to arrive in the ovince to support the
operation.

OCD adrn i istr or and concurrent
NDRRMC executive director Ariel Nepornu-

ING up efforts to contain the oil leak-
ing from the sunken 'P~cess Empress
off riental Mindoro, au ormes have started

I • g" operation to 'seal off the leaks."
a statement last Satur aynight, the Office

of ivil Defense (OCD) said the operation
is bing done by personn I of the Philippine
Coa t Guard and Japanes dynamic position-
ing essel Shin Nichi Ma~rSing the remotely
ope ated vessel (ROV) a oard the Japanese
vess 1.

" pecialized bags to be used in the bagging
te .que to stop the oilIe ewere sent to the
co try by the government of the United King-
do to support e o~era .ons," the OCD said.

~
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ceno expreS~d gratitude t
triesthat are ovidingassi
the ?il respon e operation

"We are gr teful for all e sup-
por~ from th~ other cou tries in
addressing this emergenc ," said
Nepomucen~

"We hope at along
intlnational assistance, e in-
tegr ted resPf,nse betwe gov-
ern ent age cies and th local
gove nment u itswillenab e us to
accelerate the ffort to con in the
leakageand mitigatethe im acts of
the oil spill," ryeadded.
. The Unite States, amo g the
countries that aveextende assis-

tance, has sent an anchor handling yesterday.
vessel, the Pacific Valkyrie with Data from the DSWD's Disas-
an ROV, ~at arrived in Subic, ter Response Ope ations Moni-
Zambales I st Tuesday.The vessel toring and In formation Center
will procee to Oriental Mindoro (DROMIC) showed rat avail-
"once all andatory checks and able relief resources on standby
preparatio s are completed." are now down to P1.39 billion

Last Ft day, Korean Coast composed of P119.081 million
Guard repr sentativeswent to the fund and P1.275 billion w rth of
provincial apitol in Calapan City stockpiles,
to discuss ith PCG officials "ap- The number of affected baran-
proaches to improve the response More than 8.81millionworth gayshas risen to 187,up from 163
operations being implemented," of food and no -food relief lastweek,made up of 30 in Batan-
the OCD said, items have een wrovided to gas, 145 in Oriental Mindoro, 8 in

The MT rincess Empress was familiesaffect Ji b ~I! oil spill in Palawanand 4 in Antiqw>
traveling t Iloilo from Bataan parts of Cala arz n, Mimaropa A total of 37.871 familieshave
when it sank off Naujan in Ori- and Western Isay ~ regions, the been affected, comp ised of
ental Minddro last February 28. Department f S ~ial Welfare iB,306 persons.._ With Joulyn

Last Mar 1, the peG said oil and Develop ~nt SWD) said 1i4ontema~oT"'-4-.----t=--------+~-~~-----'-'---J"t__--~-'-------____'_~~ ~_f1L.~_tI_----------'-- _ I
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R 200 ospital wor ers in Metro ect. '!Theimpo anc tfhealthcare 'such as Circular Economy, among

~

anila c mpleted trai ing courses waste management ,n these un- others," he said in his message,
precedented times s underlined Minister Councilor Guoliang

n resp nsible and sustainable with the help of ou partners. We expressed appreciation to the
healthca e wast manageme t, and two were able to ~ffec llelY imple- partnersfor their efforts and ded-

Jio I I ° anded over .ment this proje~ an eplicate the ication in delivering the project.merlca utoc a units were best practices I~w te manage- He also warmly congratulated
to artn rr hosp °tals as part f the DoH- ment. It is esse~tial at effective the health workers who have
UN P-G F Co °d-19 Heal Waste healthcare wal~te anagement finished the training courses.
M R D ° is a crucial pU1VC 11th service. "You will play significant rolesa age , ent . es onse.l, rOJe Only an enab ip.g ! vironment in improving the health waste

In e proje 's culminati n ac- and Sanitari m (DJNRlV1HS)and will ensure tha this i carried out management capability of the
tivity n Caloodan City, gra uates the Pasig Ci General Hospital continuously hd ccessfully," Philippines," he stated: .
elf the healthcare waste tr ining (PCGH). H spital personnel said Assistant sbtre I Balboa. With technical support from
program rece ved their curse finished thei week-long practical Dr. Ramachandr looks for- Healthcare Without Harm, health
comp~etion ce ificates pres nted training.inpr parationforthefull ward to even bette nd greater workers from [)JNRMHS and
by Departmen of Health (oH) operation of he donated medical partnerships b,twe UNDP, the PLGH learned waste audit, charac-
Assist~nt Secre ary Dr. Glori Bal- waste mana ement equipment government, ~nd velopment terization, and the fundamentals
boa, United Na .ons Develo ment and underw 'nt comprehensive partners. "This~lm' tion, rather ofthe waste management process.
Progrfmme J NDP) Phili pines learning ses ions conducted by than an end, i a Iebration of They were also provided with
Residtnt Repri. entative Dr. Selva UNDP and th DoH-Metro Manila . new beginningE' th eginning of tablet devices to familiarize them-
Rarnachandra and Chines Em- Center for ealth Development better health c re~te manage- selves with digital waste registry
bassy in the P ilippines Mi ister (MMCHD) ffice on a new and ment for ourpa er ienefidaries, and taught how to use digital tools
Counplor Van Guoliang. improved aste management the beginning of n and more for faster and more efficient waste

Following the handove 'cer- system that I ill be implemented efficient waste ban lement pro- management record keeping.
emonrlastDectmber2022, edi- in the two h alth facilities in.the cesses that can be caled-up to "This project has been such
cal a~~oclaves have been su cess- coming mont s. other hospitals-bo public and a real blessing to us at the time
fully set up ana tested in D . Jose The DoH r cognized the signlfi-: private-or even exp ded to rein- it was really needed, which was
_R_O,dr-ii_gu=e_Z_M--tm~o_ri_a_1_H_O..,.p_i_ta_I__ ca_·f-ce_a_n_d_t_i+-e_l_in_eS_S_O_f_th_e_p_r_oJ_·.__ fo_r~ce other sect rs initiatives during the randemic. Thi would

---- --
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• Ministe Councilor Yang Guoliang of Chinese Emba y, Assistant
Secretary loria Balboa, and UNDP Philippines Reside~t R nresentative
Dr. Selva R machandran presentthe certificate of comple ion to health
workers fr m DJRNMHSand PCGH..

also enta 1 that focusing on the
leveling u of our hospital's waste
manage ent system would also
mean. u grading the standard
quality o~ ervicewe provide to our
patients, shared Nocielta Garcia-
Castillo, DJNRMHS Designated
Planning Officer.

Apart rom DoH, UNDP has
also sou ht the support of the
Departm nt of Environment and
Natural esources (DENR).on
ways th~ project can drastically
reduce e volume of infectious
medical aste produced in the
partner h spitals.

The eject comes to a close
as' the P ilippines eases into the
new no at coming from i1 global
health crisis. With the technical
support and equipment provided,
the proje aims to bring the coun-

try closer to ch rnga sustain-
able waste man ernent system
tb help protjEitt health of the
exposed pop lat n and prevent
environment I lution. It also

. seeks to sh If' .best practices
with. other '. sti ions in Metro
Manila and ent lly nationwide.
The partnerf to . itted to build
on the m01 nt of .the projett
to continue S\.lPP ing the health
sectoniwith pla to generate a

. new expanded p age of support.,
TheDoH-HN -GDFCovid-19

Healthcare Waste anagement Re-
sponse Proje~ w made possible
through the su ort .of China's
Global Dev110p nt and ,Sputh-
South Coo~.e~at n Fund (GDF) .
operated by th hina Interna-
tional Develop nt Cooperation
Agency (CmCA)
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Depart ent of Public Wo s and Highways officials turn over our ~ackhoes to thEjIcity govern-
ments f Las Piiias and Mu tlnlupa for the Manila Bay rehabilita Ion rojeet, led by th~!Department
of Envi onment and Natural ReSOUrC4!S,in a ceremony on Saturday. en. Cynthia Villalr,who graced
the ev nt, sponsored the D NR budget, a portion of which was give '0 the DPWH fOD''the procure-
ment 0 equipment that' will be used to dredge rivers and creeks on cted to the ball'. GEREMY PINTOLO
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The Philippi e mining industry
is se~n to thri e more this year
giveI}the percei ed strong support o]
government, as ell as the growin
global demand or nickel, accordin
to a top official {Nickel Asia Corp

"~he mining ndustry in the Phil~PP!·~s is positi e as the go~ernmen
IS t ng on a m supportive stanc
for 0 industry,' NAC president an
CEO Martin An onio Zamora said.

"I think over Iwe're quite posi
tive versus last y ar for the industry,'
he said.
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The Marcos administration see

high growth potential in the minin
sector that will help the econom
recover amid the pandemic. l,

The mining sector has only l:1ee
contributing less than one percent t
gross domestic product (GDP).

As the Philippines' largest pr due
er of lateritic nickel ore and one ~fth
largest in the world, NAC also see
positive drivers for nickel this ear.

Zamora pointed to China's eco
nomic recovery and the global tius If
to roll out electric vehicles OiVs)
China is a heavy user of nickel t
produce lithium-ion batteries.

~a,

"The nickel industry specifically
is highly dep ndent on Ch ina, on t e
recovery story,So, ifChina's recovery
pans out as expected, then we 1 elieve
that there will be support for demand
for nickel, specifically for the steel
industry," he said.

"The EV sector continues to be
a major source of demand and we
do not expect any slowdown in t e
take up of EVsat least in the medium
term," Zamora said.

Last Dec. 9, China shifted from a
COVID Zero policy to a full-on eco-
nomic reopening.

China's reopening, co pled with

the nickel de and for EVs, could
bump up price this year.

"There are factors such as the
reopening in qhina and its positive
impact to the e~_?nomicrecovery there,
which would ~ccelerate towards the

'second half ofJ023, which may pro-
vide a relief for class 2 nickel prices,"
NAC Vicepres. ent for treasury,inves-
tor relf-tionsaI} salesAndre Dy said.

"Recovery ay offset slowing
growth in the 5, Europe, coupled
with continuo demand for EVs.We
think this is po itive for nickel prices
in the long te ," he said.

Data from the Mines and Geosci-

ences Bureau GB) showed metal
production in ased by 31.73 per-
cent to 238.05 Ilion last year from
P180.71 billion· 202l.

The nickel roup took the lion's
share of die t al production value
with P11,7. 8 bi 'on or 49.39percent.

Produ «j?n lume ofnickel direct
shipping re. ped 11 percent to
29.27 mill~.n metric tons (dmt)
from 32.9 mi I on dmt due to the
productio s rtfall incurred by
most nicke pr j cts. -

The d~e· output was offsetby
the high nickel rices, which rose to
$11.86 per ~un frorn$8.35 per pound.
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n111gprospec s osy
JED MACAPAGAL the industr ,~,Z /bora said..

Last year '~he ~untry's metallic
mineral pro ucti n value rose by
31.73 perce t t f238.0S billion
from P180. bi 'bn in 2021. The
Mines and e Ciences Bureau
(MGB) sai ni el are together
with its nic III b -products, mixed
nickel-cob sul de and scandium
oxalatecon . ue to have the larg-
est shareat 17. S billionor 49.39
percent.

Howev terms of pro-
duction, re t shipping ore
nickel ~as ~~e,ply component
whose pro uc in fell, down by
n percent 0 .27 million dry
metric to t) from 32.93
million dm

MGB ea ier indicated
the Phili~in s will be able
to producJ a d export more
minerals is ear,given the
likely imp ove level of metal
demand ost especially from
China.

The ag ~~c ~aid under the
latest list ~f ~iority projects
spanning hre phases, 33 are
expected t co mence within the
next six m nth ,14 of which are
for metalli mi erals.

is expected to further
ImproVeahis year but the nickel
sector's ecovery will depend on
China's -conomy, according to
Nickel ia Corp. (NAC).

"CFor the mining industry
in the li' ilippines, the outlook
is positi e as the government
is takin on a more supportive
stance our industry. The nick-
el indu ry is highly dependent
on Chin ,on the recovery story.
If Chin's recovery pans out as
expecte ,then we believe there
will be 5 pport for demand for
nickel," said Martin Antonio
Zamoral, NAC president and
chief e ecutive officer at the
compa y's earnings call last
week.

Zam ra said the electric ve~
hicle (E industry continues to
drive th demand for nickel and
they do ot expect any slowdown
~nthe t* eup of EVs in the com-
mg year.

"At 1 ast in the medium term,
we do nbt expect any slowdown
in the take up. Overall, we're
quite p ,Isiriveversus last year for



MT. L bo Exploration
and evelopment COfP.
(ML DC)saiditisthesole

permittee of th MabiloGoldProject
in Camarines rte Province.

the compa y said that based
on Departme i: of Environment
and Natural R kources-Mines and
Ge~sciences Breau (DENR-MGB)
rec9rds, Miner I Production Shar-
ing \Agreement MPSA) MLC MRD-
V-4r59, which r fers to the Mabilo
Gold Project, 0 ly pertains to the
company.

1heMabilo old Project] s one of
ther major tradi ional gold mining
centers In the P ilippines. The area
is e sily access I from the; nearby
towp of Labo, u ing a IS-kilometer
all-Weather roa -,

I-kLEDCsaid the DENR further
certified that th MPSAwas "issued
by the DENR solly under the name
of Mt. Labo Exp oration and Devel-
opment Corpor

----------~-----------
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The company issued the sta ~-
ment in light of recent news an-
nouncing Galeo -Equipment CO??
as a "co-permittee" of the Mabi ~
Gold Project.

Provincial officials of Camarines
'Norte had hailed the decision of tQe
DENR and MGB Region 5 grantiJ~
co-permittee status to the Mabi 0

Project joint venture (JV) partne .
The Provincial Board of Carh -

rines Norte recently passed a resolt
tion "expressing thanks and appre
ciation" to the DENR, particularly
the MGBPanel ofArbitrators (PO~,
after resolving to declare Ga~1~
Equipment Corp. as co-permitt1~
and co-contractor to MLEDCund r
MPSA No. MLC-MRD-459.

The decision recognized and ga e
importance to Provincial Ordinan~e
No: 52-2017 enacted by the Provit
cial Board which states that in casF
there are JV partners in the mining
projects within the province of Ca-

J
LEDC'

runs contrary to the aforementioneCl
SIAClegalproceedings and certifica-
tion of the DENR."Jonathan L.Mayug

o
BANNER
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marines Norte, the said JV partners
should be deemed as co-permittees
to ensure accountabilityin the imple-
mentation ofmining lawsand ensure
responsible rnining within the prov-
ince. However, MLEDCmain tained
its position as Ithesole permittee on
the basis of an ~,ugust 2b20 a rbitra-
tion ruling of the Singapore Inter-
national Arbitration Centre (SIAC).

SIACruled against Galeo and re-
jected its position to be recogn izedas
a,co-permittee in the project.

Galeo eleva'[ed the SIACdecision
before the Singapore Commercial
Court (SCC), but its appeal was de-
nied.

MLEDC then filed for a Petition

I for 'Recognition of the SIAC .ruling
before the Regional Trial Court in
Makati City.

According to MLEDC, the basis
of the proclamation that Galeo a
"co-permittee" in the Mabilo GOld
Projectis "unfo mded" and "outright

I _



" -I[=='~'~----~~~J--0 C] 0-- 0 -
Q"].. ~ '" rllGE I RIINNr'R WITORlftl CIIRIOONJ_JI IZ' STORY SIORY

rAGr! [OWER

Iiet's t lk about the clirn
MeAD n the greatest te t~¥~~~~~L--,~ __~,~.

daptation: A con-
nected Earth," the
first on -site- exhibi-
ion for 2023 M the

Museum Q Contemporary Art and
Design (MC D) Manila of De L~alle- ,
College of aint Benilde, has 0 ened,
proposing a approach of deter ining
the presen within the realities of a
changed cli ate, a despairing planet,
and a recen ly renewed humanity,

Climate agencies have w~rned
hat the g obal temperatur~ rise

~his centu y should be .kept well
elow two degrees Celsius to save

~he planet. The exhibition fea me.
rrtists wh speak on the rea Hies
of the dis upted climate an thel '

te e nergency
four time

ness we should strive for ill order to
survive the present and future of our.
own making."

"1 daptation: A Reconnected
Earth ,: features a diverse co:lection of
artworks, from C-prints and papier-
mache works to video ins allations.
They come from artists Patty Chang,
Deniz Tortum and Kathryn Hamilton,
Josh Kline, Agnes Denes, Lui Medina,
Bartolina Xixa, Issay Rodriguez, and
Derek Tumala.

The exhibition is free and
open to the publ ic until July 23:
Booking in advance is required
via its website.

daily lives amid the a xio shift
between the allure of cap alisrn
and responsible, conser ati

'''We must approach re- tering
the planet, of peopling the] world,
through the modality of care and

'This proposal of ~aving a thoughtful, kin
considerate o~tl~ok is the consciousnss

should strive fair i~ order to survive the pr
and futur¢ of our own makin J.t

and
we

sent

kinship," notes MCAD df·"ec rand MOAD is locate a De La Salle-
curator Yeyey Cruz. "Th l' P ~posal College of Saint Benilde Design + Arts
of having a thoughtful, kin ,and Campus, Dominga Street, Malate,
considerate outlook is th~ron~ciOUS~l. WWW.m<admanila.mg.ph
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rthern Sa~
own sizzleat 46°Celsius
heat inde I

I

The town of Catarrnan in Northern Samar 10 ged a
heat ind,exof 46 degrees Celsius 01) Saturday, a cord-
ing to ille Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysic 1and-
Astronbimical Services Administration.

PAGASAsaid the temperature in Catarman r ched
31.2 de~ees Celsius at 1 p.m. of the same day ,a rela-
tive hu idity was recorded at 90 percent. I~ III

Data rom the state weather agency s~~w 4 the
highest eat index recorded from March} to tpril
1was in San Jose, Occidental Mindoro at 17 d grees
celsiust March 25.

Othe areas that logged a high heat index were
Butuan i Agusan del Norte with 47 degrees ~lSiUS
on Mar 24 followed by Roxas City in Capiz th 43

,degrees1elsius on March 30 and Maasin in So ern
Leyte with 43 degrees Celsius on March 25.

PAGi\SA said aside from Catarman, ot;her'lfeas
with high heat index on Saturday were Da~~a .Pan-
gasinan; ILegazpi, Albay, and Malaybalay, Buki pon,
which all logged 41 degrees Celsius, and Ninoy A uino
OCntema!nalAirport in Pasay with 40degr~s C ,Wius.

PAC SAhas warned that the heat index tlitris fnth
could reach over 50 degrees Celsius. I'

Weather forecasters define heat index as the level
of heat o~ discomfort that a person experience due
to the combined effects of temperature and ~u dity.

The public has been advised to limit outdoor xpo-
sure, drink plenty of water, and avoid tea, coffee, soda
and liquor. - Bella Cariaso
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ember of the Hou e of Representatives has
at the ongoing at of extended drought
"hotbed for epid mics," for which reason

the Dep ent of Health ( OH) must prepare for a
worst-c e scenario.

"Trop tal diseases can be articularly problematic.
Global s dies indicate a spi e of between 2.5 percent
to 28per nt in Casesduring 1Nino activities," Albay
2nd Dis ict Rep. Joey Salce a, who chairs the House
ways an means committee, said.

"El ifio is a hotbed fo epidemics - dim ate is
warmer ~han usual, and eople have less water
availabl ,So, we should be orking on adaptations
such as andating LGUs (1 cal government units)
to clean p, hospitals to P obabilistically allocate
resource among probably] opical diseases and the
DOH to o the coordination work and provide close

. guidanc /' Salceda added, rging the DOH to beef
up its co tingencies to resp nd to diseases typically. I .

yi g a hot season, such as cholera, Chikun-
gunya a ti if a virus.

The B' 1 blawma!<erexp]ained that what will. 'UJ.<'C_ •.• -.I

pen can an .dpated, more or Jess,"because the models
teach us he how long and how bad it can be."

He e ph ized that the ],:resence of a full-time,
dedicate st for disease co -
trol an9 v tion would help
ensure at e matter does
not get in bureaucratic
gobbled

"E! and La Nina
can ma
events
areas of he ountry. It could
intensif
and sto
usual d
disaster'
diseases
ards," h




