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The water supply Jack worsens during he dry season, “We have
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Approve a .| “Even without EI Nifio,

Jdreigation. This summer
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ar in, year out, alarm balls over a water
crisis are being raised by various sectors
of society; Water shortage is experienced
in different parts of the country, drving
large trpcts of land and dﬂstmj.rmg the agriculture
secmr.rFue parhcular]g to the entrance of the dry
season, but now exacerbated because of the effects

of dll‘nite change. |
'z different tl'usp,ruat is thal the government

‘seems tp be ready to address this perennial prob-

lem, if we aretnuaEashﬂsis the recant pronounce-
ments f the administration and the departments
invgl in this issue,

or one, when the President was asked by the
media what his administration is doing to address
the Impending water crisis, he was confident to
say that the government is IEHI.ly to — once and
for all - not only solve the issue at hand, but to
address jts root causes.

First, the President hd{;rLowledgEd that this is
not a segsonal issue but something that affects all
of us on a day-to-day basis. Summer or not, some
Filipinod still do not have access to clean, safe
drinking water. Various industries also face water
shortages even when it is the rainy season,

To address the root causes of the water crisis,
the first thing that the administration did was tois-
tive order creating the Water Resource
Management Office (WRMO). For the meantime,
0 is tasked to consolidate various plans
e water crisis, pznﬂmg the creation of a

ies that 'are mnzemed when it comes

anagement. So| whm to make it more

at’s why we established (the WRMO),
I

e of a hq] to :reatae DWR. "There are

by will be attachi»d to the Office of the
President and the DENR (Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources)," Marcos sald. “We
are hoping dpwn the road... since there are bills
filed In the legislature in both houses, to establish
the (DWR)." |

The DE
looming wat
change. This
Antonia Yulo
2023 Water

is also proactively addressing the
crisis brought about by climate
as stated by [JENR Secretary Ma.
vzaga during the United Nations
nfarence last March 22 to 24, 2023,
re than ever, there is a critical necd
ance, climate and disaster t&bll—

The creati ! of the agency, and its eventual
transformation to a full department is being pri-
oritized in coordination with the legislative branch.
The President s aware that things have to move
faster, as waten is life, and an efficient water man-
agement systery) means a healthier population and
'El “We have kept postponing this
iny years at every level. So, it"s time

ive (water man«gement) plan that
riment agency can follow.”
iter crisis can not be tackled with
ons; it must be faced with ap all-
ck action from: the government,
om the ground up, and uprocting
ies, bureaucratic entangleme«nts,
ythenweml] all feel the flow
that a water crisis is a thing of

solving issues
years of ineffici
and roadblogks.
of relief, knowi
the past. ,|
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Water to irrigate

th|thz oncoming El Nifio

tion, Pitesidtn.t ongbong Marcos’ recent “

Resource Management Office which will

our farms year-round

G .
season , which is expected to  the j‘l?l:r nt water

adversel? affect water supply supply management, I
! both for drinking and irriga- PBEM lamented: EPEAHIHE [IUT

Wt fficient... GNACIO R. BUNYE

annownicement could not have come at a  there’ 5 en ugh water
r time. | “" o in the| Philippines.... hindi !ang natin gi-
"PBBM approved the creation of a Water nagamit, tinatapon natin.”

be tasked to manage the country's pre- it is opporfune for Water Resource Expert

cious water reso . The WHMO will be  Oscar 1, Vi
established under the DENRand serve asa  p»

temporary body while the Water Resources
Department is being created.
“The WRMO"s main functions include §

16 +mile tunnel tom:qs the Paniabangan Teservoir.
Tt provides about 150 megawarts of eiectntu[l:y and

with bualnesq Iycoon nrique Razon 1naugurated
‘the Tayabasan weir, the first phase of Wawa bulk
supply project. Initially, the Tayabasan weir
deliver 80 MLD of raw water supply. Once the
dam is completed, another 500MLD to 750MLD
be delivered to Metro Manila consumers.
What is OIV proposing this time? In a nutshell,
proposal calls for a nationwide installation of
solar powered irrigation systems, The objective:
“tol make water available to our farmers through-
out the year. Without water during the dry season,
our|farmers will remain hopeless and helpless. We
ill forever be importing rice, subsidizing foreign
ers in the process.”

oting Director Gina P. Nilo of the Bureau of
s and Water Management, Violago says there
und 3.5 million hectares of shallow wells in
the Philippines. As a starter, Violago proposes to
ate one m:ll[on hectares.

can execute the project? Foreign govern-
ts I]kE The Netheﬂands Japan, Smgapm:e

formulating and ensuring the implementa-  irrigation
tion of the Integrated Water Management  transfer
Plan (IWMP), which will integrate various  The Ca:

s of different agencies,” according water from the Casecnan and Taan Rivers.
to the Presidential Communication Office. ~ The water s then transported through a

n Casecnan hydroelectric and
roject under a uild-operate-
ment with the government.
n multipurpose project collects

-

Sou srea, the USA and Israel all have the nec-
es ekpertise to do it. “Israel has offersd the
E'h.tlipp: es to build solar irrigation with shallow
payable within years on a government-to-
ent basis at the present cost of P150,000
: Fnroneml:ﬂ[un hectares, ﬂnatranq algs

ost is nothing compared to our rice |1~
per vear,” Violago asserts. “Last yoar
as P80 billion,”

This will preate a multiplier effect in our cconoy L-,T

hecal.lset ey will buy more food, clothing, shelor,
better edpcation for their children, making u= a
wealthy niation. At two million hectares and bigger,
we will bacome exporters of rice, corn, vegetables,
mal k. even richer. Our anima! industry will

bur corn production, allowing us to have
lower prices for our meat, vattle, chicken and egy =
=ad of becoming an importer, we will be-
come 2 big exporter.”

Good luck, OIV, on your propoesal, May the force
~ be with you!
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Tﬂedepth qf our _wgater-pm_bl?m'_s

A week Mayni
there will be lon
in the Angal- IPUJ-

to blame. Fyvervone els
Fl Nino should be ex;

not‘able o propare ade
even during ramy days |
many of the areas they &
solutior: & this prable
R

l
On the global front, th
Water Con ference after 46y sars ok
placein Mow York on Marc 1921024,
Titled the "The United Natigns Cbn—
ference on theMidterm Cotipretien-
sive Revierof | helmplemenbation of
the Objettives of the Internasianal
Decade for Action “Waterfo ustdin-
ably: Develup.m.nr {2018-2028)" the
-:onfemm.wammdla raise aﬂa‘re*ltss

ahoutthey i_.c:hahqater_;rjaja“l hegoal
' i

Our global water system idin |
arisis. Billions of people lack
access to s fe and clean water; f
_we know that so well even here
in the Philippines. Since thiafirst
UN Water Conference in 1977, the
world population hasd il
Demand for water rose alongside
the inereassin population. Ac |
cording to the UN, the UN
Water Confirence is “the
Impnrtant \vater event” i in,
generation, !i'l
s well even here in the Fhiliphines

Since the st TR Water:

ance in 1957 the word ]J-ﬂpl;l ation
has dotiblel, Jemanri forvrat
alonggide theincreasa inpopl
According to the UN, the U
W:Lter Cﬂnli—rence 15 Lhe e

Mote 1.]1.111 1C| 000 peop ;
part virtually oz in persm]l
wete T13 wcluntavy commi
Eilod by non-goverment or
it‘mr"u} goverhents, busin lHHFSFI
'|UI‘H1.-'E‘I5111ES anied ﬂrganmatmnis hLa

-

et 1IN

Rity. Jose Ferdinand 1. Rojas II

ad armummed that star ng this f‘ﬂpl il,

r daily servic einterruptions to save water -
stem. Its summer and they sav Ll Nifio is.
s wonderin
ed annn

why, when sumiicr and evenr

¥, the waler scrvice compary is
ately for the inevitable, Aside from that,

verd have heen daily sery ice interr uphum in.
ll wottld b best to I']ml lrmger term

was for the participants to be alile
to decide on ways to achicve the in-
teenationally spreed objectives and

comenp with salutions for the crises

of “too muck water” such A% storis
anid flonds; “toolictle water,” suchas
droughts andwater scareiey; and “too
dirly water,” such as pollated water.
Our plobal water systom izin cpl
sis. Billions of people lack access to
safe and clean water; we know that

Unicef, Thme w;n* tollected in

whisl i is iTei T '.E:ein:gra]]gd the Wister

Actien. Agenda. There were many
smtall pledges and few huge plang

Semng of the themes tharrame up

were the push for “nature-baged
solutinns,” Uhie nead fof inchisive
managenient, aud lnanc=or howto
fund the canse: The latiee i is linked
togoodgtrvﬁmanieandthgeffmuve

se af fUndtnj

Reglistically, thewarlds pmHFfms
refated towaterwill Llakemanch migre
than' three days of speeches and

presentations to sobve, Frerpbody

knows that, and so 1he donfersnes
participants [eft the mesting with
hape znd enthusiasm They voted
to create the position of UN Spedial
Envoy forWater, tofacilitace the zon-
versalivnwithin the U system, anrd
Lacall reg.llarhtg}a -level mentings to
talkk aboulwater,
: HWII‘IIEII_T_Z_I‘-‘ET.{HIL‘iIﬁLchE]EEI.I']"I"
ings from this conference ra fuel our
ownlecal water projects? Howearn we

- emphagize the sense of urgency and.

inspirecveryoue—Irornthe publicto
private sector, comnmnilics down
to individuals—to take sleps now,

-before its toe late?
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The Fhilippine Coast Guard
(PLGY and the crew of the Shin
Nichi ]"I-'idrl.:l, a Japstese dyhamic
pmm:}m:ig vessel, have begun
“bagging” operations to seal off
leaks [rom tanker MT Princess
Empress, mote than a onth af-
Ler it sankioff Oriental Mindoro.

The bagging technique is .

the part of the next plase of the
PLG's pil spill management op-

eratipns, the Office of Civil De-.

fense (OCD) said in a statement
on Sarurday, :

The specialized bags were
pPtovided by the gowermiment of
the United Kingdom to support
the Operations.

Ihe MT Princess Empress
was carrylng goo,ooa liters of
Industrial-grade oil when it
sank oo Feb, 28, |

The 115 Navy is set o deploy
its remotely operated vehicle
starting Monday to provide ad-
ditional situational dara on the
shipwreck.

'Iubernaﬂnnal assistance’
The BRF Corregidor and BRP
Habagat were alsa doployed to
previce assistance, while a spe-

cial resporge unit of the Korea
Coast Guard gave rechnical ad-

vice while on board.

France also sent a (echni-
cal empert who joined recon-
nhaissance operations and ather

_ations, according

Sources, and three

SUNKEM, \-"Eﬁ SEL TheMT F‘rmr:ess Empress as spolte

ground work to
lise in pollution §

frovide exper-
ApONSe oper-
l0 the Erench

Embasgsy.
- Other pa -'l nnel

“We are grat tor all the
sUpport from the pgther countries
in addressing LIJ etnergeEncy,”
OGCD udrmmsu&t Undersecrs-
taryArLe;é‘*-ldeI:jum OETI0 S, :

Ha £ .|- ope that
alang with these International
asgistance, the | grated re-
sponse  betWeent | zovernment
ageticies and Lhe| |- cal govern-
et units (LGUEY will -engble
Wi to accelerate | le effort to
contain the i:-a.k ge ard mig-

gate the impacts o i e oil spill"
¥

Az of . Saturd 47 FG
personnel were [deployed to
conduct * shoreling|| assessment
cleanup, while |$even were

working on offshijre response
operations,

Some 16 Coast| Geiacd Ma-
rine Sciﬁ-nqg terd | icians, 2o
personnel from LEFUs, 58 per-
sonnel from the Dy .:u‘tmt"m of
Environment and Natural Re-

vollnteers
from the Department of Health
were deployed tof gupport the
shoreling responsa bperations,

Another 167 hithd workers

and 12 represendHves from

Harbor Star Shipping Services
Inc. as well a8 230f | volunteers
also jained the resflonse activ-
ilies, the OCH Hellcl. i

lll inthe

waters of Pola. Oriantal Mindars, an March 21, —proTolkra

FUKARA SALVAGE AND MARINE WORKS co,
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Bagging

operation
begins to | |
seal sunke
tanker ||

By MARTIN SADONGOONG |

=]

- Authorities lmve ffna]l;r star
the bagging operation tu seal off fi
leaks froim moter tanker { ML Princ
Empress which sank in the viein

| waters of[ Naujan, Oriental Mindg
un Feb. 28, the National Disastor Rid

| Reduction and Managerrrr'ut Conmg
{NDRIMC) said,

| Eaggmgjs atethmque whire the
versel is covernd by specialined bag
which cateli the leaking industrial fid
oil from the carpoes onboard tha
Princess Empress. It is part of the e
aperational phase of the Philiopipe

% e Ed

[ ]

AR

NAHATE 100
STORY

Coast Guard's (PCG) il spﬂ!
Midiagement operations.

H 5

Baggmg opetatmn beg
to seal sunken tanker

The NDRRMC said that Oriental
Mindoro G&v Hurnerlite Dolor con-
firmed the arrml. of the s cighmﬂ
bags from the Tnited Kingdom and
that the bagging cperation started on
Saturday, Aprily, |

accordingly, the Hpi:::]ﬂllz!:d bags
were loaded onboard Lhe Japaness
dynamic positioning vesse] { DEV) Shin
Nichi Maru to have it tested through
the helpof H"r'pm-ss:rnnel | ,

A-remoiely operated vehicle
[ROV) or uriderwater robot was used
to cover the MT Princess Empress

“with the spacialized bags. At least 16

more customized bags will arzive in
Drental Mindoro foday, April 3, from

1«
| :
a plantation in Cavite to smt

operations.

“Wemgratefulfﬂra]ltm L
from the other counteies in addrg
‘ing this emergency. We hopa
¢ along with these internacional
sistance, the integrated reap

between government agenciesa
local govermment units will ena ﬂ s

leakageand miligate the impacts !! the

3 -been atfeeted 1 153 haranga
the*

ted in th-e gollection of 12,033

'1 s 0f dily water mixtire anc 154
sacksof oil-contaminated materi-
" als duting the vffshere response
aperations.

I For shoreline response 'IH'
PClzenllgcted 4,150.5 sacks and 22
drums of waste fromthe 13 alfe:ted
harangnyxs in Natfan, Bulalic a0
and Polz towns in Orlental Mindorg
from Mirch 1 to 31.

Aroal of 36 658 families o
173,468 individuals have alcn
]
in Ouiental Mindoro, Falawan
Antiqu:, and Batangas as of

oil spill," NDRRMC Executive Di cetor Sunday, April 2,
Underﬁﬁrﬁmyﬂnel Nepomucend said, Moreover, the livelihood of
\ 16,930 [irmers and fisherfollk were
14,083 liters of oily wa &1 also affected as the estimated cost
‘The engbingf:’lﬁan up eperaitons - of damage to agricullure reached

A

‘H

in the ail splll—affﬂ:ted areas |

ave

e e

P263,550,100.
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Efforts to contain oil spill

' “‘;'Thebggmg.'“_’ g teck
operatinnal phasd o

RAMPING QELE.!I':_? o ctals the ol [l
ing from the 4
off Driental Mindroree, u.qti;:;ﬁties have stareed
a “bagging” operation. t0 *scal off the leaks.”
Inasmicment last Saturday night, the Office
of Civil Defense (OCD) suid the operaton
is being done by personnel of the Philippine
Coast Guard and Japanese dynamic position-
ing vessel Shin Nichi Maru using the remotely

operated vessel (ROV) ﬁ‘m.:ard: the Japanese |

kert MT Princess Empress

Giov, Humeslioo |

en opetations,” ad

agrtrrient Council,

siphoning of the vl
ting JnforepRtion

“castomized haz" fi
due 0 ardve in the

ped up

ue i part of the nexr
PCGs il spill manage:
] the OCDL the imple-
Natical Dif;aitf.u:' Eizk

.f P——
Ll 2 0 B
UPFER = FAGE1 BANKEN  EDITCMIA  CARTODH

SIORT gngRy
Lawin
B B 7 SoES

BEL Phﬂ-&ﬂ'_ﬂ_"--;dle D‘Pm' =
b leaks, hor tapping and
rhaining inside the vessel
rain Oitienpal Mindoro
o, the OCD saic more
a plant in Ca il are
tovinge to support the

vegepl, | |

EFFORTS

ceno expressed gratude 0 coun-
ties that are providing assistance in
the 2il response operations. i

W are grateful Forall the Sufps
port from the other conrtries in
addressing this emergeac,” said
MNepomuacena, { {

“We hope that along with this
intetnational assistance, the in-
tegrared response berween gov-
ernrent agencies and the local

“Soecialized hags mhe used in the bagging O
techaique to stop the ofl lakage were sent tothe | N1IR
country by the government of the Unired King-
dom to suppaort the operstions,” the OCD said.

tance, has sent an anchor handling
| wesscl, &Lﬁdﬁc?ﬂﬁwﬁ-ﬁm
an ROV, that atrived in Subic, .

damhﬂcs dast Tuesday The vessel
will proceed o Orental Mindoro

“once all mandatory cheeks and

prepatitions are completed,”
(Last Friday, Korean Coast
Guard representatives went to the
pfoviagial capitol in Calapan City
1d discuss with PCG officials “ap-
proaclies 1o improve the response

Opesativna bf%;iq!ﬂmwd;’
e .gﬂi' - | i

government units will enableus ra the

the oil spill” he added.  ~

m«wﬁﬂzﬁﬁmxﬁgm -
A MSELs-

mmllﬁeh'tha'é have cxten

(Fh A cncs g

aveling 0 Hoilo from Batas
m atik off Naujan in Ol
ental Mindoro last Peltusey 28,

Last March 1, the PCG said ol

e Ao, 8

or

March 3 wl'ujaeﬂ's
patches we el see
Island on BMarch
March 21 and th
Batangas City on

Department of &

millicts warth
food relief

rervided to

2 ﬂﬂﬂ Cﬂﬂ:GllrICﬂl

ector Ariel Ne nomu-

1 Sec EFFORTS > Aage B3

yestetday T

" Daata from the DEWTS [iyaz-
ner Response Opcrations Monis
wring and Information Center
(OROMIC) showed (hat avail-
wble relief tesemirces on stati
st nowe down o P19 bitlien
composed of PLIVGE | nullion
tnd and P1.275 bilhon wionth of |
tockpiles

The nomiber of & (fece - Tk
itys has dsen w0 157 up tromn 163
lustwieek, made ap of 30 in Baran-
Lo, TS i Ohetents | Mindor, 8o
Pstlawan and 4 in Antigiy,

A toual of 3787 Faryilies Faye'
bicen affected, composed of
178,306 perions — Witk Joselyn
I ontemaror
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INDP, DoH tackle

VER 200 hospital workers in Metro

Manila completed training courses

on responsible and sustainable
healthcare waste management, and two
medical autoclave units were handed over
to partner hospitals as part of the DoH-
UNDP-GDF Covid-19 Healthcare Waste
Management Response Project.

I the project’s culmination de-
tivity in Caloocan City, gradiates
af the: héalthcare waste Liaimng
program received their course
completion certificates presented
by Department of Health ([2oH)
Agsistant Secretary Dr. Gloria Bal-

faira, Ulniited Nations | ]minﬁinem. .

Progrimme {LINDI) Philippines
Resident Represeniative Dr. Selva

Ramachandran, and Chinese i |
bassy in the Philippines n.,unmﬂ _

& ﬁlllltl.iﬂ: Yang Guuhang
Following the handover cer-
etnony last December 2022, medi-
cal auteclaves hiase been success-
fully set upand 1ested in D Jose
Rodriguez Memorial Hospital

and Sanitarium [DINRMHS) and
the Pasig Cily General Hospilal
(PCCH]. Hospital personnel
finished their weekdong practical
training in preparation for the full
operation of the donated medical
wagte management equipment
and undepwent comprehensive
leatning sessions conducted by
UNDP and the Dol T-Metto Manila
Center {or Health Development

{MMCHD} Dffice on & new and

lmprm P_'nl 153'_-.te managemenr
system. that will be uupleu;ented ;

i the two health facilities in the

coming manils,
.The DoH recognized the ﬂlgmﬁ-'-
cance andl timeliness of the proj-

‘ment this project an

- healthcare waste

is & crucial public Health service.
‘Only an enabling hwmnmml

17 /10

Times ">

etk ”Ihumpdrmnuufhealﬂnare
waste m1nugmfm:]p these un-
precedented times we underlined
will the help of aug partners, We
were ahle w effny[ﬁlyj_i_m ple-

best DIaI'_'IICh 1w T.E Iald ge-
ment. [t zs_fssae_rualg at effective
lariagement

will ensure that ahis}l:j carried oul
continuously and 11{‘4:&351‘11”};"
sald Assistant Secretary Balboa
Dr, Ramachandran looks for-
ward tir even bettefland greater

partmerships betwedrd UNDE, the
government, and dévelopment
partaess, “This l.‘;uiT iticar, rather
than an end, is a ebmuml of

new heginnings: th egmmng of

better health care te manage-
ment foronr p.alme eneficiaries,
the beginning of n E and more
efficient wasle MAnageent pro-
CessEs th:lt can he b s_ﬂr-ad J.IJ:I L

eplicate the’

| ] Gl o
MY nAMe AR IRTH B SR
WY LICEY
g SR

ealthcare
ment

such as Circular Economy, among
orhiers,” hie said In his message,
Minister Councilor Cucliang
eipressed appreciation 1o'the
Pt for e el ool ded-

icaticn in deélivening the project.
e alse warmly congralulited
the health workers who have
finished the totining coueses,

“ou will plav significant roles
in dmproving the health waste
1t anagement capability of the
P iilippines,* he slated: ;

With technical support from
lealtheare Without Harm, health
workers [lom DJNEMITS and
POCH learned waste audir, charac-

terzation. and the fundamentals
o Thewaste manage el process,
Tleey were also provided saith
tablet devices tofamiliarizz them-
setves with digital waste regisiry
and taught how touse digital 1ools.
fo ¢ faster and more efficien: waste
handgement record keeping,

. "Thiz project has been siigh
a 7eal blessing 1o us al the time
it was really needed, which was
cirimg the pandenic. This would
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wrt@s from DIRNMHS and POGH. .

hl:m i:m;aui lhat fmmmg on the
leveling up af pur hospital's waste
imanagement svilen watld-also

thcal‘n tlpgrmdmg the standard

; quaﬂt} of service we provideto our
patients, share‘:l Norielta fmma
L"asulla, DINILHHE: Déatg,namd
I"Iannmg Officer.
Apart from Dv:}.H U,HDF‘ has
ialsu saught the support of (he
Departinipt of Environmient arid

:NaLu:Tal Resources (DENR) on

‘ways the project can drastically
‘recdhuce the volume of infections

imedical waste ﬁmﬂucéﬂ“ in‘the

partrﬁcr hmpitala

The project comes o a close :.

aa 1.hle Philippines eases into the

 mew uriual, muung{mmapjohnl :
hﬁait;;t crisis. With the technical

support and equipment provided,
| the project aims to bring the coun-

anistl-r Councilor 'm'ug ﬁunllang of ﬂ\lnese Embhéﬂ,
ﬁg&trﬂ'ﬂm ﬁlnria Ialiﬂlr N‘Iﬂ “HUF Philippines H!!i‘lil‘ltl’-'
Dr. Selva Ramachandran present the :artrﬁ;;ate of mmpu i

“able waste: ]n.in

Il‘j.f closer [0 A ing a summ-
Sinent system
e h he:ﬂﬂ& of the

piludion, It alio
'Izlesi pmctlces

e -
%
5’
=
-':I"
e
I‘.]

"wut'h qthe; Jistifitions in Metro
__Z.J!'!i_anul,g and aventh; H}: naliomyide.

ni of the project
ing the health
10 generate a

H }Wexpﬁ'ndtd package 1 j

Thﬁ*HuH-IIN_ hl :

| Fund ({.:nl
he China Interna-
oL Cooperatigh

LR HILE
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Nickel Asia expects mininc

[EXA

to thrive this y

B!].LDAHESEA HWERA L Tk |

a3

The Phﬂi mining industry
is seen to gri'ﬂ: mere this year
given ﬂ've perceived s support of
government, as well as tﬁu growing
global demand for nickel, gcmrdiﬂg
to a top official of Nickel Asia Co

“The mining mciusﬂr}' in the Phil-
!.ppltiE:E is positive as the gl:lvemmem
is laking on amone ive stance
for our industey, NAC president and
CEO Martin Antordo Zamora said.

“I think overall we're quite po ﬁ'la
tive versus last year for the mduw
he smd

M

‘positive drivers for nickel this year.

Lhina is
produce hﬂ'lmmdnn batteries.

The Ma;'ms_.adnﬂnistrﬂﬁmrwl
high prowth potential in the minin
sectar that will help the econom
recover amid the pandemic,

The mining sector has only be
contributing less than one percent

gross domestic pmduct (GDP)

As the Phili produc
er of lateritic niclkel r.m: and one of t
largest in the world, NAC also se

Zamnora pointed to China's sec
nomic récovery and the global
to roll uut electn-: vehiclas Fﬁ
uger of nickel t

--r—E-El-.

--——-a--—-r:

— p— = LT

the m;:leel ::i,emanci for EVs, could
. bumpiup prices this year.
*There are factors such as the
mcqaemmg in China and its positive
L to the economic recovery there,
wluch. would accelerate towards the
-seamcihalﬁcfzﬂﬂ wl‘uﬂhmﬂ}r pro-
vide a relief for dass 2 mckel prices,”
NAC vice president for treasury, inves-
tar relations and sales Andne Dy said.
| "Recovery may offset slowing
zrowth in the US, " Hurope, coupled
with continuous demand for Hys We
think this is positive for nicke] prices
in the lang lerm,” he said.
Da’ﬁa from the Mincs and Geosd-

ar

“The nickel industry upeaﬁml Y
is highly dtq}L.nd&htnn Chinia, onthe
recavery story, S5o.if China's recovory
pans out as e gpected, then we belic e
that there will be support for demand
for muckel, &aecifically for the stoel
industry,” he said. -

*The EV sector continaes to o
a major sowce of demand and e
da not expect any slowdown in [
take up of EVaat least inthe medim
termn,” Zamora said,

Last Dec, 9, China shifted from a
COVID Zerc policy to a full-on coo-
nomic reape ni.ng.

China's TOpening, rm:plwi with

= et

ences Bureau [
production ing
cent to 238.05
P180.71 killion s

The nickel g
share of the
with P117.55 bi

Frodughon
shipping dre s

production 8
maost nickel

' Gﬁi_'_;]-mwed.lmtﬂi

2927 million ddy
from 3293 o ﬂ on dmt due to the

rtfall

'?-Edb?al?-. PET—

hillion last year from
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‘Mabilo rmné pérmlts_oh ly for

i Labu:l Explorarion The company izsued the state. marines Morte, thesa ulJ‘i,Fpurnm

and Development Corp
" AMLEDC) said it is the gole
permitteeof the Mabilo Gold Project

ment in light of recetit news ar-
nmmcil:lg Galea Equipment Corp,
ag 3 "co-pormities” of r_hc Mabilo

should be deerned as co-permittess
toenaureacear ntabilityin the irple-
mentationol niining lawsand ensure

in Camarines Bore Province,
The company said that based
(¥} Departmerfr of Hnmr;:-nment
and Matural Resoirces- Mines and
Geosclences Bureau (DENR-MGE)
recomds, Minera] Production Shay-
ing Agreement (MPSA) MLC MRD-
V-453, which refers to the Wabilo
Gold Frogect, ohly pattaink tey the
COTIRATIY.

The Mabilo Cold Project is ong nf
the major traditional gold mining
certtersin the Philippines. The area
iz easily accegsed from the nearhy
tow of Laha, uémg a1 5-kilometer
all-weather voad.

MLEDC said the DENR furcher
cortified that the MPSA was “issued
by the DENE solely under the name
of Mt Labo Exploration and Deval-
opment Corporation”

Gold Pru}m:t‘

Provincial nH'idal_ze of Camarines
Norte had hailed the decision of the

- DENR and MGB Region 5 granting

co-permittee status to the Mahilo
P'mje;—tjah&l: venture {JV) partoers, -

The rovincial Board of Cama- | |
rines Norte recentl;rpasaeda resalu-
Lion “expressing thanks and. apprfi'-
ciation” to the DENR, particulatky ||
the MGB Panelof Arhitrators (POA),
after resolving Lo declare Galeo
Equipment Corp. as co-permittes |
and co-contractor to MLEDC under
MPSA Ne, MLC MRD-459.

Thedecision recognizedand gave
importance to Provincial Ordinance
No. 52-2017 enacted by the Provin-
cial Board which : states that in cdse
there are JV partriers in the rn1n11-|E
projects within the province of Ca-

responsible mining within the proy-
I| | ince. Howewver MLEDC matntained
| iLs position as (he soele permittec on
| thebasisof an hugwt%&mﬂlhlra-
| tion ruling of the S.ingapnfe [neer
| national Arbit-sition Centre {HIAC‘}

SIAC ruled amainst Galeo and »
| jectedits positi n tobe mmgmze-:i as
| a co-permiittes in the project.

Galeo elevaed the SIACdecizion
| before the Singapore Commercial
| Court (SCCY, bt its appeal wag do
| nied.

MLEDC then filed for a Petition
| fur Recognition of the SIAC raling
'bpfnr-.n the Repional T‘nail Court in

Makati Citw.

© According by MLEDC, the basis:
| of the proclam tion that Galeo is 2

co-permittes” in the Mabils Gold
|| Projectis"unfornded” and “onmeiyhic

MLEDC’
Tunscontrarytothe afammtwna-]

SIACTegal I’Wﬁﬂﬂdlﬂgsmirernfxa
tiom of rheJDENR J'mntgmf_,m
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1 _emergeney.

sidl &

dapmuu:rn A Recon-
necte& Earth * the

daily lives amid the anzio
between the allure of cap
and responsible conservati

"We must approach re-
the planet,
through the mudalm.r wi €

Thig pr:}poﬁﬂi E}‘F

Cal by | considergte ALt
4 the
£ S | should strive for i

and futur

kinship” notes MCAD.
curator ngey Cruz. fa B
of having a thou htful,
considerate outlonk I

E

Josh Kling

ff

of peopling the

Is the congtio
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onrtune

rass we should s'trme for in arder to
survive the preaem aricl futureaf o
awn'making, " _

“Adaptation: A Reconnected
Rarth " features adiversa oo leetion of
artweirks, from G-prints and papier-
machs wmks to wides insiallations,
They corme from artists Pz v Chang;
Deniz Tortumand Katlioyn lamiltan,
Josh'lline, Agnes Denes 1y JMeﬂma
Bartolina Xixa, lssay Rarlrig LEZ; am]
Derel: Tumala.

The exhibition iz fres dnd
wpen o the pablic until july 23.
Booking in advance is required
via its website,

Bving a thoughtful, oo, and
oKigthe consciousnea: we
grderto survive the prosant
of our Dm-n__n;g@{itiﬁq.'

-and MOAD de lmq;-z;i at e T.a Salle-
posal  Collegs of Sais t ilde Deciyn + Arls
Camp.is, Do SBtreet, Malate,

Mianil. wmnadmanlhn =.ph
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Northern -Saaemﬂr_ |
town sizzles
at 46“Celsm S

" heat index

| Thetown ufl:ad:armm in N urthem Samar lug
heat index of 46 degrees CeLsmﬁ on Saturday, apt
\ing to the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysic

Asttonomical ‘-enquesﬁdnumafrannn

e

s .Jrs
]
£

PACGASA zaid the temperature in Catarman s _
1.2 degrees Celsims at 1. eg,thﬂmmda ai
'tm;* humidity was mxwﬁa at 90 percent. ?
i Data from the state weather agency showd
Il‘ughmt heat index retl:m‘-‘ted fmm March | to|A
1 was it San Jose, Ocoidental Mmdﬂm at {? dégrees
‘Celsius on Ma‘rch 25, :
| Other areas that logged a high heat mdex ;
Butuan in Agusan del Norte with 47 degrees Cp
‘on March 24 followed by Roxas City in t‘aphz
degrees Celsius on March 30 and Maasin in Sou
Leyte with 43 degrees Calsius on March 25, !
PAGASA said aside from Catarman, ot'her Areas’
with high heat index on Saturday werc 'Dagu
g.amnan Legazpi, Alba; _' & b
whichalllogged 1 degrees Celsius,
!JTtemﬁana]ALrpﬂﬁm Pasay mm 4ﬂdégr¢é el iy
PACASA has wamed (hat the heat index this m(s
could reach over 50 d Celsius,
| We ather fummﬁtt;_ggf,@ﬂm.‘i}ea@ index a.:s fhe ;
of heat ur discomfort that a person experiences
to the combined effocts of temperature and hum
The plbliﬂ-hmbmadmmm limit oltdbor :f'
sure, dnnk plenty of il;}m and avold tea, coffue, «
?nd ltq'uo: .
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andali
to clean up, hospitals
FEEQUICEY arnong prob
DOH todo the Dn{iﬁdm

as le, So, we should be working on adaptations
such as LGS (local guwmmrmt units)

to probabili ntﬂTl}-’ allocate
J:sl‘v tmpmhl iscases and the
u:r,u '.m:_ and provide dose

g the M@M@f‘

1_

El mm@ a

AnF

, whem, how long and Fow had it can'be.”
wsized thaiﬂ‘nep:esenqe::fa full-tme,

| for ep |

Ej‘ DELC!IN PGRHLLA . ..I.i'.i \

RS :!ﬂxe.iiicaﬁsa:qf has.
WaTTIe: }lat the ing threat of ex;mglad drcmght..
could be a “hotbed for ]Eld eTmiics,” fer which reason
t]'le.Dep.: lmt:nt ufHﬂa {DOH) must prepare for a
wierst-ca 5@!{131105 i, ¢

"o dllsth!lt#:C'&m & I I,arl} pmbh:-m’\tlt ; I
Clobal ldlE"Ei indicate a spike G?EZMEEniapﬁrcﬁnt ensure
to 28 percent in cases during Ef Nifo activities,” Albay :
20d Distiict Rep, Joey Salveda, whies chairs the House
ways. Hmﬂn&mhmutfee,said.

“El i a Ed For ¢ dp:mfu'rm Simate is
warmer than mt-.gtb anid. pmplé have less water

mtenﬂxij d

and -atm
wsual dan

disasters
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