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People visitin the Dolomite and Baseco ming I s n diving should be at 100
Beaches in"* . a should not attempt to mpn/1 m
wim a Manil, Bay remains unsafe for In a F ceb

swimming, M a Mayor Honey Lacuna that the 01
said on Friday. i signific tly

The coliform 1 vel of Manila Bay's wa- agencies t
ters registered at 32,595.2 most probable bilitate b
number per 100 illiliters (mpn/lOO mL) City I pv nment personnel would
on the ~al-tim~ater quality monitoring prevent op from swimming at the two
system at the M . a Bay Baywalk station beaches, he id,
onFridaymo . . The ci ernment's department of

According
l

to e Department of Envi- public se .c and the DEN t's Environ-
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) mental ana ment Bureaui Metro Ma-
Administrative Order 2016-08, Class SB nila inst ed e water quali monitoring
water or water int nded for bathing, swim- equipme at kBaywalk area. _ Ghio Ong
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rm level 'has gone down
ince national I~overnment
d a concerted effort to reha-
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is month, a river cleanup ahead of a
I expressway project extracted over go,OOO
f silt and solid waste from the San Juan Riv-
ee main tribu¥;ries of the Pasig River from
flow choking drainage systems and caus-

ring the rainy season, Billions have already
cleaning the river for decades but tnls is

d not be a one-off uride~aking.
ttom of the river's pollution problem, as

ti efforts through different admintstra-tons
w , is the country's solid ,aste management
ne s to be addressed holisqcally. The govern-
st ictly implement Republfc Act No. go03 or

ogi I Solid Waste ,ManageIfent Act of 2000,
ovi sa comprehenllive management policy for
ge roblem down to the barangay and house-
Is. nmust build more sanitary landfills because
he oint of sorti~g and redycling garbage if

per way to d~s'poseof them? Lawmakers
s a national law banning single-use plas-
among the most common garbage found
s not enough to :relocateinformal settlers,
t has to ensure that no illegal settlements

ong the riverbanks in the future. All sew-
nnected to the river ~ust be closed off
and cleanup will be futile if wastes con-

to it. Allthese must be done consistently.
is not only Gleanable, but it can be so
I-generated photos published recently
ith more open spaces, trees, and water-

I for outdoor activities. At this point, the
st reassess whether it should build more
tead create more green ~paces.While the
ent may not return to that depicted in

intings from the 1800swith lots of trees,
a clean body of water, t~e world has be-
ed that there ale many available ways to
ore clean and ~'leasant once more-not
reality. Many cities, not only Paris, have
nsformed the~l' riversides into t riving
ronments. There is no reason why the
do the same or Pasig River.
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Ever since the aerial ~ ot
. graphs of the ongoir~! M

nila Bay reclamation ~ re
• on social media ear1ie~ n t

year, reclama tion has been one f t.,
negative buzzwords'of today. nd:H
be quite honest, I both under tod~,
and didn't unl~erstand, what It
negativity was about. Under to
because then! is the knee-jer ea
tion to say reclamation is f
the environment, Didn't unde~ ta
because it's mot like the sai~ re
Iamation happened ovemlgh -
would have taken years of plel! ni
and securing LGUapproval; a~ t
is not the first time that reCl<lj.' ti
projects have been undertake1 i 0

1
".

fair CIty. ' I,
I'm old enough to rem b

when all of the bay city of dt
didn't exist at all. I even reCI' ho
unve9fied reports of areas I kid!
and sinking swirled, and beca h
topics of discussion/fake new ao
then. And yet, look at us toda an
how 'ire take the whole Mall ~. Ast~
to Solaire, the Ayala Mall Mani~ B<l:VII
City of Dreamsi, and Okada are sa
regular places to work, to visit anir.'
to spend countless weekend ur~"
It's opened up~a whole new ng·
of options on how to enjoy etri
Manila; and this bay city of Nt il

Parafiaque, am'. Pasay, is now} .. kefor granted as part of our ba
landscape. "",

To put things further in per ec
tive, How many of you realiz th~i
Roxas Boulevard itself is a ree
tion project dating back tad
the USA occupied us as a c
Reclamation was already p
then, and it 'was Architect ii~r
Burnhem, When. visiting our co, tryi
in 190~, who designed the pla s a
the request of Commissioner W~.ia
Forbes, as part of their city bJ uti
ful trehd.

So, I am aware of the po
reperc6ssions dredging and
mation can have on the environ~n
But tl~ere is responsible reel' , a
tion, an.d irresponsible «dam!. tor
Responsible reclamation goes <I> 'alt
over the globe. ,;

My favorite city in Japan is Os ka,
and whenever ~~eland at the K~f:S .
InternationalAirport, I'm impre se
by how the bustling airport is lo~ te

on an artificial island in the midf:l.r o.f
Osaka Bay. It opened in Septemb Ii of
1994, and in 2020, received Skyt ax's
awards for World's Best Air ort
Staff, and World's Best Airpor for
Baggage Delivery.

THEHONGKONGInternational Air~ort, aItec-
lamation project, which began operations in
1998. (Photo is by Google Earth, 2010)

Hong Kong is back in busin ss,
and it's good to be reminded that ~he
wonderful Hong Kong Internati ~al
Airport is built on reclaimed Ian .on
the island of Chek Lap Kok. It "as
inaugurated in July 1998, and w all
know about its proximity to H ng
Kong Disneyland - -which itself is~~,~-

/.,_1,
.:>;<,.~,~t.~~

. "'i~.•...::,;:.....{. " " .." .. ,.,';;'

» •• ,~!!~~

~
A PHOTOthat shows reclamation wor~'~on
then-named Cavite Boulevard, circa 1 .~O.
And present-day Roxas Boulevard. (Ad I~n-
ture Manila FB page) II

built on reclaimed land. The airpl.,.rt
is one of the world's largest tra ~-
shipment centers, passenger hu \s,
and gateways. It's an impor~ht
contributor to HK's economy, ith
65,000 employees, already hand 1 ng
68.5 million passengers back in 2015.

In Singapore, a major reclama-
tion project that began in 1916,
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was. carri4
out In sev~l
phases ov
30 years, cu .
m in at'e d i'
the creatio

lof Marin
Bay in th
rnld-zooa'a
Changi Aitn
p~rt of ~in
g~pore als
cnedirs rec
lamation fo ~
its existence :
I'm not that! uch of a r gular trlv-
eler to Singa ore, but I' e used he
airport and spent dayS~'in Mar na
Bay, blissful unaware fits ree a-
mation prov nance.

Perhaps ost well- known or
reclamatio projects i~. Dubai; as
the Burj AI ab, the Dubai Mari a,
the Palm Isla nds, and the World s-
lands, are all standing 0 reclai ed
land. The Bu ., built on a' an - m de
island was st rted in 199 , and t ok
five years to complete. ost of the
other projec s occurred in the last
15 years.. I I

One of th reasons sl many are
ready to rai against r damation
is to say it~ suits in fl oding. My
daily comm e is from M kati to the
Manila Bulle n office at I tramuros .
And can I j t say that uring tte
rainy seaso~ or when ty' hoons it
USIwhile Ro s Boulevar from L -
neta to the C area woulbe flooded
and require c reful drivin on sin~le
lanes; the str tch of Roxa Boulevard
from the cor er of Gil Pu at to EDfA
would be fin In fact, w 'en drivirg
within the M A area, or 0 to Cityjof
Dreams to ta e the Say, it'll be
clear driving.

So I'd sur ise that nlwer tech-
no}ogy, hig er sea wa Is, bett~:~r
drainage sys ms, and ef icient ga -
bage disposa within the', OA ara,
all contribut to it bein relatively
flood free, e en during the worst
of storms. F oding is .ore often
eavsed by cla ged sewag " and fh1et
we know, is problem ven wh~n
farlfrom recla med land .. or me, i 's
dangerous, a d the heig t of ign -
ranee, to just pronounce unequivo-
cally that reel imed areas are more
prone to floo . ing.
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UNITED NATI<iNS-ocean d-
vacates have ~ed that e
d~or m~y fly 0btn~orunder ea
mmmg In the near'J\Iture in he
absence of SOtl~ .en.vironm n-
tal rules that oYe and m re
nations deman . .

As two wee of negot a-
tions concluded ..pn Friday 0 er
possible envirohmental ru es
restricting larg~-scale mini g
of the seabed, nbngovernme _
tal organizationsl(NGOs) voicd
fear that the mdustry may so n
be given the green light.

Several nations called fo a
moratorium on such mining t
the Internationaf Seabed A -
thority (ISA) council meeting.

"The first t~ing to hig -
light is that the ppIitical atm _
sphere has Shift~ quite rad _
cally since that ti , e last year"
Emma Wilson of he Deep Se
Conservation Coalition tol
Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"There wasn't a single stat
at that point that rd stood u

sla I miss
tl~e~~p~

plications later th
The Iamaica-b

tablished under th
tion on the Law 0

authority over the
outside of its 167 m
exclusive economi
which extend up t
ters from their coa

Oeep-s
would g

harming t

g

m ing ap-
ye H.
ed ~SA,es-

UN onven-
the ea, has

I floors
states'
(EEZ),

ilorne-
I

Harm to ecos
It has so far a

bed exploration co
to research center
panies in well-defi
potential mineral

Industrial expl
nickel. cobalt or c
expected to begi
adoption of a mini co that
has been under dis uss n for
nearly 10 years-i lu i g at
the latest talks in Ki gst : .

For years, NGO n 1 den-
tists have warned th am-
age seabed mining ul 1 flict
on deep-sea ecosyst ms

chan
• •mmm
Other countries are in-

creasingly echoing concerns on
deep-sea ecosystems: Canada,
Australia and Belgium among
others have insisted that inter-
national seabed mining cannot
begin without strict rules.

"The conditions do not exist
for the exploitation of the SE'a-
bed to begin," insisted Marceli-
no Miranda, representative of
Mexico, on Friday.

Other nations-among them
France, Germany, Chile and
Vanuatu-are pushing more
explicitly for a "moratorium" or
"pause" on exploitation.

"Deep-sea mining would
go beyond harming the seabed
and have a wider impact on fish
populations, marine mammal:;
and the essential function c f
the deep-sea ecosystems h
regulating the climate," Van-
uatu's representative, Sylvain
Kalsaka U, said during the
negotiaJ:ions.

"We encourage our
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iNGOS AM MISSED CHANCE TO PREVENT SE EDMININ~
FROMA3
fellow Paci r states who have
expressed i 1terlt in deep-sea
mining (-0 tep ack from the
brink," Kals kau aid.

Nauru. rnpa ient with the
pace of pr gre. s, invoked in
June 2021 a laus allowing it to
demand tha a1mining code be
adopted wit in 0 years.

Once t iat deadline is
reached, on uly .Nauru's gov-
ernment cou d re~'uest a mining
contract fOf ori (Nauru Ocean
Resources \Ilj .). a subsidiary of
Canada's The Met Is Company.

•A lot dflanXitty here'
But witl~ ut a ode in place,

the 36-memb r co ncil is divid-
ed over the pr cess for reviewing
an appllcatio for mining con-
tract-and it lake on course to
part without gre ent, with a
draft seen b}j,; FP c lling for fur-
ther talks on t e m tter.

The conti uin uncertain-
ty is "creatin a I t of anxiety
here," said Pr eep Singh, a law
of the sea ex rt apd fellow at
the Research nstitute for Sus-
tainability in otsd~m.

Nauru A bass dor Margo
Deiye repeated n F iday that her
country would aitlfor the con-
clusion of a July sessipn before fil-
ing an applicati n, hor' ng that the
mining code 00 Id b adopted.

I.
However, rp yo servers and

negotiators say'l lis is nlikely.
"It is now c ear rat there is

still a long wa to ~o and that
the two-week s ssio in July will
be largely insu cie to finalize
the code." Belg an mbassador
Hugo Verbist Sf d on Friday.

And the 36 em ers of the
ISA's executive bod failed to
agree at this essi n on the
process for revi win an appli-
cation for an e ploi tion con-
tract that woul be led in the
absence of a mj ing sode.

"Walking Ilf sleepwalkers
towards an unce tain legal situ-
ation beyond Iul 9 h s become
a reality," Verbll t sai ,lament-
ing this "legal 10 phol "created
by the lack of ;i d cisi n.

"Governrnen ar reckless-
ly leaving the I ack oar open
for deep-sea 'Vi ing to sneak
through and stac ope ating lat-
er this year," sai Gre npeace's
Louisa Casson in sta ement.

If The Met Is ompany
starts gearing up or a aunch of
production in lat 20 4. NGOs.:
fear that other in ust groups
will spy an ope ing,and file
th~ir own app\i ations when

the two-year clause ends.
A few weeks ~ftel}he histor-

ic adoption of a rreary tb protect
the high seas, "this deeply irre-
sponsible outcotpe i~ jI wasted
opportunity to send ~ clear sig-
nal (...) that the era of ocean de-
struction is over: Casson added.

PH situatio
In the Philippines, seabed

mining within the cruntry's
territorial waters, h~s caused
alarm in local communi ies.

In December 2020, the Phil-
ippine governm~nt gave per-
mission to the first large-scale
offshore mining in the country.

JDVC Resources Corp. will
mine for magnetife-? kind of
iron oxide used to ma~e steel
-within a 1.903-hecta(e area
in the seabed 14 ~ilome~ers off
the municipality of Gonhga in
Cagayan province. The donees-
sion area has a potential mag-
ne,t\~e ore reserve ~f ardurd 632
million tons. 1

Environmental groups have
warned that magnetite t'~s tox-
ic and that offshore min/rlg may
bring irreversible damage to the
ecosystem. The supposed danger
was dismissed by th~ cortIlany.

In January this year, the In-
quirer reported that Filipino
fishermen were being a~~~rsely
affected by quarrying al~? recla-
mation works in Manila Bay as
their fish catch dwindled.

According to t~e E(,t\oliron-
mental Managemept *~reau,
dredging operations in various
areas of the bay cpveriabout
13.530 hectares by t~e Sa Nico-
las Shoal Seabed Quarry ~roject
ofVIL Mines Inc. (8,530 ha), and
by Seabed Quarry Prpjectlof the
Philippine Reclamation Ah~hor-
ity (5,000 halo

sidering g ernruenr has still to
undertake economic valuation
or natural apital accounting of
our marin ecosystems. With-
out knowi g the value of our
marine life there is no way to
determine the tradeo-ffs that
come with destructive seabed
quarrying rid offshore min-
ing," Iaybe Garganera, ATM
national co rdinator, said in a
statement I st month.

Accordi g to the group many
coastal com iunlties in the coun-
try, which a e dependent 011the
sea for their ivelihood, would be
adverselyaff cted should seabed
quarrying co tinue.

In June I st year, the Inquir-
er reported that a number of
foreign com anies have signi-
fied interest n offshore mining.

Forei n interest
The Offsl re Mining Cham-

ber of the P ilippines (OMCP)
said at least 2 foreign compa-
nies had got en in touch with
their memb r-companies on
the possibili of seabed mining
opportunities in the country.

Among lese companies
were Primetal Technologies of
Austria; Duro elguera of Spain;
and Japanese ompanies Nakan-
ishi Shipbuildi g, Kurimoto Iron
Works, Kansa Design Co. and
JTrade Co.

The OMCP founded in 2019,
is comprised f seven offshore
mining campa ies that include
Agbiag Mining nd Development
Corp., Cagayan Blue Ocean Off-
shore Aquamar e Services Corp.,
JDVC Resource Corp .. Northern
Orient Resour s Development
Corp., Advance Technology Re-
sources Mining nd Business Pro-
cess Technolo Provider Corp,
Mineralogic Res urces Corp. and
Royal Line Mini g Corp.

Trade-offs To date, on y JDVC has the
According to marine scientist go-ahead from he Department

Fernando Siringan of the Unfver- of Environme t and Natural I

sity of the Philippi'!-es-l\farine Resources (DE R) to conduct
Science Institute, quarryin~ dis- large-scale offs ore mining in
turbs the seafloor and leaves it the country.
too muddy for fish to stay, In May last ear, the DENR

Dredging the the ~and ~OUld issued Admini trative Order
also release dormant cysts of No. 171-2022 im osing a mor-
red tide species that, i~ the atorium on the acceptance of
right conditions, could. rfpro- new applicatio s for special
duce and repopulate the w~ter exploration per its or govern-
surface, causing algal blooms ment seabed q arry permits,
that are toxic to marine Iif9' . following a dire tive from for-

Local anti-mining ne~prk mer President R drigo Duterte.
Alyansa Tigil Mina (ATM) c lied Prior to ~~ i suance of the
on the government to a opt :I;'AO,the Mines"a d Geosciences
a precautionary principle on ' Bureau said that it accepted 10
seabed quarrying and offshore government seab id quarry per-
mining. mit applications. REPORTS FROM

"There should be a ha1t in AFP, DEXTER CABAL AND INQUIRER

~eabed quarrying proj~cts ~9n- RESEARCH (NO
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Aveterarrlawmaker ester-
day urged President M 1 cos to
issue an otycial direct ve for
specific government a encies
to initiate measures th t will
mitigate the impact of tNino
in the countrY. ..'..

Albay Rr. .;Joey S ceda,
who chairs tre House chni-
cal working group 0 mea-
sures creating a Depa tment
of Water Resources, aid it
would be best for larcos
to issue ani executive order-
directing concerns gov-
ernment agencies to pear-
head measures to a ress
the ongoing EINino wather
phenomenon, which could
stretch up to 2024 and bause
a "national water crisi '1":

"1commend PBBM or the
exe~utive order creati .g the
apex body on water se rity.
The first step is to at owl-
edge the problem, wh ch he
has by being clear abo t the
eXis~ence of a water risis.
No , it is time to issu a re-

I III

••PAGE

u(o
UPPER PAGE 1o STORY

LOWER

000
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

23
!.pri1 2. ( 20,," ~

DATE

a dried up fishl pond in Candaba town, IPam-
F IEI' NAREDONDO

droughts, inc1t1di~gmeasures tl'oductivity and a. med at
designed to i~~re se cropping 0ecreasing wate duty a d di-
intensity, to 0utin .F-eunit are~:!rsifyinf, croppmg system."
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