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As the Depa;&jmmt of Exn—
vironment and Nat ?
satirees (DENR) reviews the

tecades old Phlippine mining
law, buth pro and anti-mining

Taps are in agreement that
51:: meaauke musl be updated

amid new | trends and the im-

IP[a, Antorda Yulo-

Loyzaga said the reyi
mining lavrs aims to

impact delivered to our DUniry.

The review is also timely
as the 05 administraticn
sees the mining sectorls hig'rh
Ero?vl:h tial. “The net af-
oct of the review is tolhave a
positive effect'on the i ustry.
That is the | direction bf this
EOVernment - mining as a cor-
tributor to i

really {u enhance the ppsitive
confributior tor to
the countr ment
plan,” Loyz

said,
Ing” review fis be-
causd the Philippine
Act will be updated al
other environimental law
in consultation withinl

%phg mining law in isold
herels the an Air Act,
Clean Water |Act, the Solid |

‘Eff’aﬁi?i!dana_gdfnlem Act. All of

‘groups

.18

. due to perr
- land-use,” ATM national coor-

Al B textmeﬁsatie

htgim#'“ : i Loyzaza said.
. “The way we wark now in
the department is that the bu-

Cur pracesses and procedures

are laking a little longer — you
will understand that the prin-

ciple of ntersectionality has to

do with dealing with vulher-
abilities and risks in it

“dimensions. We cannot do a b

reau mandate solely in asylum.
We have to interscct with each

other to determine how gooda
- job ame we doing” she said,
The Chamber of Mines of

the Philippines (COMP) wal-
comed the review of the coun-
try’s mininy law

"We apprediate the attention
being put into minmg fow. Wi
understapnd where the Secretary
i5 coming from. The mining act
is almost 30 years ofd. It is fime
for & review,” COME executive
directur Ronald Recidoro said in

“an interview:

However, the COMP said
the reviaw should be a bal-
anced ong,

“It hasto be arational review,
There are risks tn opening up the
law for a review, Areas of social
development, ervironmental
protection, thase are (the ones
that need) to be updated. We
need to bring the mining act u
to speed wit latest repulat 4
global trends,” Recidoro said,

ok

Alyanss Tigil Mina (ATM)

also supporting the DENR
in pushing for initiatives to
review cunrent mining policies,

“Our alliance feels RA 7942 i
the root cauise of many conflicts
now in mining-affected areas,
because the Philippine Mining

. Act fails lo address the real-
ity and new context of dimate

ange impacts and disasters
anent changes in

dinator Jaybes Garganera said

However, the amendment
on the Philippite Mining Act
should take

into account a

New meakure proposed in
Congress,| ac rding to the
anti-mining grpup,
“We believe that the pro-
rngtive Minerals
Management Bill now under
deliberations at the House of
Representatives, at the House
Committef o Natural Re-
sources, captures the most
comprehensivel proposals en-
_ ming law In es-
sence, tozether fvith the legis-
lative advoracygroup SuS-YER
ignty-Yamang
Bavan). wq prepose a para-
digmmn shift fom profiting from
minerals” tol'endiring that Fili-
pmos benefif fro

he review of

Along
the DENR is

the mining [aw,
also pushing tod a Phili
specific defi itig,m}f “respon-

Loyzaga |said the agency
with the min-
ay down the
definition of
i o

i

cotntry’s o
responsible mi !
for respon-

sible mining the context
of our goals lusive; resil
ient and sustainghle develop-
ment, our i k movin
torward is 4o and define
together with all lof you what
responsible mining traly is in
our conmilyy, aidd,

The envirofmant chief gaid
the mining fndustry is in a
unique position t¢ achieve in-
clusive, resilient anfl sustainable
development in th country,

N affigrme our com-
mitment towprd fresponsible
mining through fthe i
mentation of pro-pe

enronment, and stiencetbased

olicies and |proprams. We

Heve in evidende informed
and innovativo Approaches, We
believe in sci il tochnol-
ogy and also and tradi-
tonal knowledge add how both
should inform b policy and
practice,” Loyzaga gaicl.

One war

A

e of mining law

the mining indusi s ‘Bocial
Development and Manage-
ment Fropram (2D1P),
SDMP s the Fve- car planiof
mining contractors 5o permt
hﬂldr::‘lfs, which cor ;.-erqPEI;h";as
to support the de vlopment
and emipuwerment of host and
Boting communities,
"The development trajecs
tory of cagh of th- ifferet
logal commuanitie: in whi
yowall'are working sroone of
those eantexts that nead to b
Hosely studied in oroer for this
industey Lo be oo e IS pONSi-
ble,” Loyzaga said !

Howeyer the SDN™ jeeds o

bereviewad tobe -ble - achieve
itsgoal, COMI* - Recid ot said,
" He said a lot of th.: pnojects
implemented 1hro g “the
HDAL _é‘.rl_r_'ll-"{n_i:sjz‘Lﬁ.:t.‘ﬂ; H:I}!,d,.
"unsustainable,” o

“It just needs to be directed
with proper plarnir.: proper
isioning. That's one of the ansas’
whete we think improvement
15 needed. We nieed 1o poperly
benchmark development, ac-
countfon gender balance, Imple-
ient proper standard:, proper
tegulations so that v can be
2ssured of sustainable J cvelop-
enent SEMP i¥s realls ripe for
[Teview.” Recidoro said

But for anti-mimnin: [TOUPE,
‘naiponsible mining s just fake
news.

“From our experience, re-
sponsiblemining’ s a complex
Atempt of the mining in dastry
e re-brand itself s = (1 Tback
position, as they were not able
te' defend their original pro-
posal of ‘sustainable n Iring;”
ATM’s Garganera said

e group said here s np
leyal defimition of ‘resyp onsible
mning’ so theresre ne param-
ebirs to measure i con anies
aoz doing or complving withit.

“Hwe can’l measure it, then
itjs almost impossible 10 Hald

~ anyone —either government or

miring cerporations - account-
able if & mining project (1ils to

achieving re-  comply with IeSponsitle min-
P PutRng | ang. " Garganera sqid.
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By Edwin O. Fernandeaz
@ingHational

COTABATO CITY—A voung
Pinsker's hawk-eagle (Nisgetus
pinskeri| that straved in an open
farmland In Baranpay Amabel
of Magpet town in Corabéco
provinee o March 14 was res-
cued by a farmer in the atea, an
environment nificial said.
The farmer took care of
the bird that was already foo
- weak to Ay and fed it before
he brought the raptor. to the
town's Municipal Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
Office, according to Rosie Ca-
| miguing, chief of the protect-
| ed and wildlife unit of the De-
partment of Envlronment and
Natural Resources (DENE) in
Soccsksargen {South Cotaba-
to, Cotabato Province, Sultan
Kudarar, Sarangani and Gen-
eral Santos City). !
Pinsker's hawlk-eagle, also
| lmown ‘as Philippine hawk-ea-
gle or Mindanao hawk-eagle, is
| & species of bird of prey in the
| family of Accipitridae. It is con-
sidered | endangered, with the
| current population  reaching
| only between foo to 8oo'in the
wild based on the data of the In-
| temational Union for Congerva-
| tion of Nature, Camiguing said.

Strength regained

Mappet town  wveterinarian,
checked on the juvenile raptor
| as soon as it reached her office,
the bird —which measured 63
cennrneters long, had a 135

‘ When Mylene Reniedo,

READY TQFLY The rescued F‘1nsk{e r's haw - ag! ]
‘weak and unable to fly when it strayed intoa farm
|Magpet, Cotabato, on March 14, is freed an Wh
'an examination by the municipal veterinari
5¥ OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NA

PAG

gained its strength.

Renieda declared the rap-
tor healthy and ready to be
sentback tg ite natural habitar,

It hag been| the standard
provedure |in Magpet rhat
whenewver a% re*cued wildlile

Is found and npsesscd o be
healthy. it should immediate-
Iy bereleased back to the wild
to avoid fu hf-* stress to the
animal ttmqma rause it mors

harm, C sakd.

Magpet town Is at the foot
of Mt. qu-,lE;e untey's high-
est peak, whete the Philippine
eagles thriv g

town freed | the |rescued eagle
biack o the wild I'LWEEII'J.ESda}'

DENR regional director Be-
liz Alicer sa he was delighred
that farme Eud. other resi-
dentsin the| o  were already
awa_tethat ru:l erad species
rescied c:t red must be
turned crl.rer s DEME.

"Our i UIIhEI‘L’lEIl'l drive
has paid off" Aliber zaid. '

In Co hatla provinge,
where some nf the endangered
wildlife li ] t‘t‘lf.- Phlhppine
eagle and rsiers threive, the
provircial itonment and
natural res ioffice has or-
ganized twa g[ﬂum for simul-
taneous w | lectures on
Republin:&_ Ha aig7 (Wildlife
Resources Consgrvation and
Protection, A cﬂ in Kidapawan

CiE}f Mat'ﬂl Arakan and

BT L,

L
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| The United States Coast are remnoved in the evening, said the T

Guard (USCG) will be look- spokesman. '
g into the country’s ongo-

ing operation to confainthe +— — ~ .

magssive oil spill from the t creates the possibility that the

sunken MT Prificess Em- |0l would be able to reach shore,

prress off the coast of Nauj lhesaid. HEAS
lpﬁen,ta] Mindora, duﬂijll-;r: | He explamed}.ft!mt 1_:11'11? _o:; h]:]::
mestin gt \Pﬂl = . O e ls LY n B ace 0%
Coast Guard ?:;CPG]' sl cil:Ee o Jeompany of MT Princess Cmpress,
uled toda ' RDC Reield Marine Services, and
y- " lthat it also hired tugboats t keep

lthe booms in place. _

|| But there are limitations, At
|mighttime the waves become big-
||zor and the tughoats have toleave
the area. [f there are no taghoals to
keep the eil spill boomy in place,
\these would drift put to sea.
The PCC is thete to assistin the

| Rear Admiral Armand
Balile, PCG spokespersan,
confirmed yesterday that
USCG officials are sat 1o pay
a courtesy call on Admiral
Artemio Abu, during which
the PUG will be giving a pres-
entation onthe Philippines’ oil

spill r=spnpee : cleanuyp and does not have big oil
"Wewouldjustbemakinga | |spill booms that could have pre-
presentation and there would | | vented the pil from crossing over

and reaching theshurelines.
Balilo is hoping that the arrival
of the remotely operaled vessel
(ROV) from Japan would solve
the problem. -~ E A8
“firom what 1 heard from the |

an executive briefing. They
TSCG and Abul would be
briefed an the dtiation,” said
Balilo, adding that nothing is
¥et certain on “what topics
they would discuss.” '
| Harlier, Abu wrote to the
US embassy to request for as-
sistance in the oil spill cleanup, | ||
| Tt will be up to the US |
Coast GGuard on how it would
respond to the request of the
Commatidant - if they will im-
mediately respond and what
kind of assistance they could
F:)di'md," Balilo said. “What ix '
important is they would know | |
-the situation in the area ” '
(At present, while there are | |
_n:‘ spill booms in the vicinity ;
of I'ola, Oriental Mindora, |
|
|

where the oil slick from the
motor tanker has drifted, these
| Turn to Page 2

| Once the wil spill booms are remaved|

ard

s:rwn;eu' of the ~essel, theROW hai

LC siphoning cipability so it could

siphon the il from the water.”
hesaid,

The Priscess Empress wis re-
portedly cairying 900,000 liters
of industrial il when itsank last
Teb. 28 sorme: 400 meters docp o
the wabers o f Naujan town

Yesterday, an expert from the
Liniverdity of the Philippines-
Marine Scierice lustitute (UM
warned that the country's fis
supply wou'd be affected once the
ol slick reaches the Verde lzlans
TPassage (VI

In a radipy mtervipw, LIP-MiE
asspciate priofessor Irene Hod
e said that based on the «pill =
trajectory, the oil slick is heading
northward svith Calapan possibly

receiving must of it from March
222

“Based an our observa:
o dhe extent of the ofl shck,

tanker continues to discharge
oil” said Redrigues, adding that
with the weakening of the amthar,
water currents would move the ol
slick toward Calapan aryd Puerto
Calera in Orental Mindoro and
thie shores nf Batangas,

“ she said ihat once: the pil slick
reaches Wi - the body of waicr
between the bwo provinces — it will
immediately resultinthe death of
méarine rescimees atithe wator's
surface, neluding eggs, juvenilos
and other orgamisms.

“For- the long-term impact, 1
the oil comtimminatss the Verd,
Island Passage, it will have o
imnpact on tie source of food an
diversityin the area asthe (VIF] i
cakted _I,E_i_e center.of center of ma-

“rinebiodiversity. As the center, oll
the marme nisources in the Verde

Island Fas:zge are concen: rated
aned very itaportant in our for !

source and the livelihoad of of-
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fected residents,” Rodriguez added. e emhgﬁ_d s Emﬂl%f EE‘lrfdllslr;
‘sistance s bl given to j& o
The UP-MSI said that the damage from displaced by ths '%%nng ban. Pula has a
the oil spill may atfect "”di‘“m" species total of 533 hecldres of mangicve areas
faund only in the Philippines as well as and a 50-Kilomehér shoreline afiected by
spedies yet to be discovered, the oil slick. |
“More than the food *':'quCE E[Edin & T ant wative programs for our
in the population of marine restues can Behirt i cHbetts caid Tha cleanup
affect the ecosystem that Prts%‘-'!dﬂ"v the - will Tast for six | unths This maans our
breedir gﬁmnﬁf nursery - gtpund and fishermen will e o souToe f nome.
hebilat for marine organisms,” she noted. Alternative Jive ‘f ood programs should
Rodrigue: said that the use of remotely e given 1o the dffected residerus,” Cruz
#amted vehicle is crucial to Hiu!l stop seid. | '
leakage and eal the iaunk.em vemel _
s boen [oTe, .T.han tiv wqa:*ks and it ; thhl Insurance
l;} now March 19. We still have & window payment ma
opportunity as we are at the end of ba a0
‘amihan. We should take advﬁﬁg! while i ‘? x Cmﬂl'::fillfr i e

‘the arca *5 shli calm. We need ta doall the
'thn'lﬁs W can ilnpk;mehi‘ ko q{:mtt‘ﬂl the
‘spread of oil slick,” Rodri 1d.

She alm,wggm-ted thal e erriment

the ill-fated Princess
‘able to colloct insur-

should ban all vesssls f:ra‘n!-:'gﬂ rting oil ! s.;?ﬁ S s
| from passing the VI to protect the area. Theﬁenaﬂa il m“.ﬁ_ on ensiroRmEat

LT wessels should 'ﬁ-ﬂld“lh& Verde S sy
Islsmd Passage and instead nse the west PR iyl

| Taunched an incuir ﬁ last
sidde of Occidental Mindoro. Although itis :

wef'k ln!ﬂl - sifking of the tanker that is

NOW Cansing an g 1qrnnn1enlﬂl tlisaster.
S}Dnﬁﬂi’ Lﬁ;ﬁ{;‘(‘] rewl :::Embm Phuaring t garing, officials of the
suh dl": ""lm ALSING” She gad | handle Maritime lm:km v Authority and the PCG
| Based on the latest bulletin of the UP- adm did th ]_;R _ Rﬂelj ]”f:'i”“m%qcr
MSI,. westward currents along the coast ;;L%:bl;L __1:;;[ il | i l(t%ft i_l':'}hrh bate
‘of northern Mindoto toward the VIP aze e o pengnce G0 which s ne
. o b uf the Toquine for stich vesse s to sl
. ]CT s Gt i pmnnumed. “Definitely (RDC) must pay contpensa-
| ‘595 you In cguii’ tiom but the pm em s that 1t i a small
4 Ewven jt they give all their re-
InTola, ME}'ﬂI Jenimifer Cm:r said yes- E’qmpa;g *ng j Y B
.th-.'rda}-r she is decided on filing charges :-uun&:.l::, it will natpe cnough. The dam Eﬂie
‘against the + af the sunken vessel is i the billicms faf pesos),” Yillar, sp
Uwarﬂwde*-ztmchm\ cauised by the oil slicl .Lng“m hliplrtm lﬂ- dzBB radio yesterday.
e municipality: , There is i iil e to our coral reefs, to
! ) Ve will see tham mﬂi@iﬁrt," Cruz said S_’w:?nmm sishuge Idon't think
adin interview, mrtmghmrf Pola has e m i WIH %z baﬂxmpt if
they don't surance,” she sail, addmg
ven received any compensatory as- th H
: ’;De fmln the Gwiners of Pringeus the mﬂ}?auuaif Wi uentE,r mq‘f::-ﬁ h1t the
. insurer has an o ity the coamtr:
g es9 20 days a ongitin i ’“i“l e The ‘senatﬂlir sdifl if the insurance com-
: -'",,E hupc is none ® Cruz replied whan pany is “kind, maybe it will pay but based
5 ﬁx:m nfmmmpen g it Of experience,” | ] ch firms find all pos-
; :d by the vesuel’'s owners ti.? Bk roms sible ways not rl hay their clients,

Reports 541'1:1
‘provincial UH‘JB
&1 billion in insf
skeptical dus to |

= csely affGetect by the oil slick. “Until
W, l’!fgvﬂjmuu e them,” gﬁe added.
be mayor revealad that the Drepart-

that they have =ome

R exociitives ,lf;su_red
H ance buk sengtors are

ent of Justice and National Burean of company’s Jack of a
tﬁ-‘ﬂbﬁﬂﬂtﬁ;ﬂ are already busy building CPC for the sunlign tanker,
A Case, l Thif EHT_Tlp_ v his a CPC but regulations
 #The DOJ and the NBI are conducting require tht if be pmended to reflect the
thesinve-ﬂhgatmn so that justice will be acquisition '3" a pew vessel, The Princess
given to our town thrmtgh thelfiling of a- Erupress was acquired last Noveniber and
case against them,” she said. || the company filgd an application for an
 Cruz bewailed the oil spill’s)| mpactnn amended CPL inflecemmber but MARINA
Fola as having a domine effect. “Right ﬂfﬁﬂ&hﬂd Eh__ i the papers are still
now, we are encountering more prob- being process emishap cocurred.
Jdems. T's not only on food. Our problemn ~With l],|.| ariase, Panlo Romero

becomes bigger, it has a doming effect as
Il are affected, inchading tourism and
mployment.” she said. i
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| napan bago lumubog ‘yon pre dep ttmc
| _ﬂpg,gatkﬂ 2 Iﬁmgjmn 1 g
8g Oriental Mindora wa ]r? Hin

it brepo 28,
Malal

Cynthia Villar, chaif ng

: Senate mm.mim:

-4 er-up upang “hi
makl ang pauan

nz MG s metlig,
“Paano magkdka-
FoOm’ g [iarmit 1o opé
rate eh Bindi binidya
ng Maring, eh Ma
ang naglibigay :
::mt s operatf" it
‘ang Cnanr Guard ng
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AOMMLIMITY EFFORT I sidants of thie coastal vithge
hares feam the oilspill caming Fram a el tankses skt =

=4

e bavotas in Calapan City il Sriental Rndarg grawnce Wik 1o
ArH o Maan bawn an Faly 78, —nms M BAN LA CONTRIM TSR

Calapan areas

g || S

ey

TR

seen to be hit by spill

L CH
as UP-MS[is
By Madanna T. Virela
s ]

CITY 0OF CALaRaN—Oficials
and residents hers have dasy-
bled cheir efforts (0 pooy
thiele oastal commanities 25

Gil reaching s shores lootn
with thi end of the “amihan"!
che mort haas D monaoon
Trares of gl spill from M
Princes: Empress, which car
ried Soo000 bivers of [mdusl
&l bugl wihen sank olf the tow
of Nawjan in Oriental Mindogg
on Feb. 28 bai reached s
prgvin al capita: on Thursday,
with elty workers, residents aoo
Philipping Coast Guard (POG
personnel immediately ok
lized o5 clean up the waters
Bur 2Moms o wasd it o
became mare urgent  &foe
the  Universite of the Philig-
pines-Marine Sclence [nsiicuce
(TR MET warred fmoa halletin
on Jaturdny night that more ail
epill was expected to reach this
riry's shrres in three day=
"ol apill trajectecies for
March 16 m [March] 22 shows
a narthward shilt wich Calapan
possibly recelving maost of thie
oil from March 20 bo [Adarch]
23 "zaic the bulledn.

‘Mera promognced' I

The 1TFP-MS1 said she iat-
est sacellite Image on March 15
showeed that the oil was “srill
leaking our of the sunken vessel
[MT Prindsss Empressy™
Calapir, some 13 kliome-
ters from where the ol tanken
sank, was the larest locatiny af-
fectad 2y the oil spill thas had
g0 far danaged the waters and|
coastal resources of g tswns
in Oriennd Mindera, affecting
the lhvelihood of nearly 30,000
residents,
The splll has glso reached
the shorss of Caliya town m
Antiquee province, whire some

By million worth of farmed sea-
weeds were damaged; and the
:;Itl.-w af Palawan,

| The UP-M5I alss warned
that the westwsard direction
of surrent alonp the coast of
nardhern Mimdore leading o
the Verds [sland Passage. the
whlrine resource-pch corridor
s Mirdoro Island and
Dakangas, became “"more pro-
nafmced for this period.”
!'['!m instituse said stopping
Uil seepage of oil from the tank-
B thlﬂﬂ e a priarity "hefare
r'hr! gnd of the amihan season,
u:_tFiwlzl.- e critical biscli-
versity areas along the Verde
Tslirud Passage may be affecoed.”
|PEE Commodore Geronims
Tuwklin, head of the Theident
Management Team in Orizn-
tal Mindors, told Iocal effcials
4 mesting here on Saturday
that the remare operaced vehi-
cle [ROY! that would heip lo-
catd the oil ranker, estimated
i Ha.w-. sienk af a depth of 400
meters. was expected o srrive
on Warch a0 The ROV weneld
b Bccompanied by bts fapansse
aperators, he said.

Proactive mode
{Calapan Mayor Malon Mo
rillo; in 2 sockal medla poscen
Sunday, sald they had been o
fhe:rhha.ct‘.':q mode by emplay-
i5|5 warigus ways Lo prevenl
thie gil spill from causing more
damape to their coastal areas,

Marillo said they had been
mohiiging  commuonites and
partrjer. agencles i prodocing
m Improvised spill heams
made from rice straws, Fopes,
empl.t,r plastic bottles and sacks
Ly p.-tn.m:i. the city's waleis.

ity Health Officer Dr. Bas-
ifizs anto advisad residengs in
affecoed areas ©o wear pragec-
tive Nus masks especizlly those
with respiratory conditions to
avold inhaking the toxle chem-
ical F.'||.m.es of the ail,

The ciry has also procused
personal protective aquipment
gloves amd provective boowss
that would be wsed by govarn-
meEnt workers and volontescs
inwolved inthe cleagup work

Local gas stations and deget
sere alio asked o donate drums
ard barrels where the collected
nil clamps wouold be stored.

While the oil spill was not
yet severe, the city government
acwvised residents to ba careful
I buybng fsh and check them
tharaaghly [or l:m;v?. ol srant
of ail,

Miarilie, in o felgwised] pro-
gram on Sunday, said local fish-
ers whe have troutle selliny their
catch could “brng them o the
city Teall and we will buy them,”

5he assured food packs had
been repdied Tor fistribution
vo families - whoee Sivelihocd
weirttld b affecred by the spill.

Recovery in sight

In Antique, the Durean of
Fisheries and Agquztic Resourc-
rs (AFAR) war aptimistic the
seaweed Indusory In Caluvan
town would recover soon.

BFAR-Wastern: Vieayaz Di-
rector Bemla Aparrl sald mest
ol the ol in the waters sur
raundlng Barangays Semirara,
Sibole and Tinegboc| ave been
cleaned up. with some sodrums
of gil collected frem Tinoghoco
and Sibala,

Ax of March 7. Aamage sus
tained by 73 fishers and sea-
wetd growers in Chluya has
reached PyoBogoo, He said

He stressed it was still un
safe o consume fish from oil
sl -affected areas

Cabuys Nayor |Rigll Ken
Lirn, on March 4, temporarily
banned fishing activities in the
rown's waters unth furcher na-
tice. Fishers have to wals for the
BFAR's advisory when iz would
be gate o go fshing dgain, Ap
parti said.

al execs, residents join hands to protect coastline
ays industrial oil still leaking from sunken fuel tanker

Environgiental Frougs bulve
been urging e government
imiriate legal action that woold
compel the (pnker's owner. RO
Reield Marine Services less, Lo
payinot fusc [or cthe deacup tog
for the damdee it caused to af-
fected comirilunitles,

No %surm

EHowever| Ben. Cynthia Vii-
far oo Sunddy doubted if BOC
would be able to collecr ji=
Si-blllion utul.n.'w: [wa  the
sunken vessel o compensabe
fishermen and resldents affed:-
el byt he il 'Jil!.\:i.l'.r_n_'.'.‘. I'Prip
CERS [nlmexq‘ha:l ne cartificaie
ol public convenience [P
framt the Marjiime Industry au-
thority [Mariga)

Wil che Insurance coropi-
my pity v if yow did mot have &
perrmit to operate® Villar szked.
sprarHEaded the
Inte the Feb. 28
soa tragedy, =404 RO s a “smal?
compary” thig might go bank-
Tupt dus mt;lmagﬁwn all spill,

"Rven if they give upal! the
asqely of the campmny. Lt
will not be endugh for the fam-
ages this has'taosed,” she czid

in aradio I.ul:\eIIew.

According o Villar, she got
an "Infermmal® deport suppoeedly
fram Wadoa, which shawed that
MT Princess Sqpress was man-
ubctured by a pmall shipyard in
Hataan province that has no ca-
pahility ta boiled an nil mnker

Shie ques d the authen-
ticity of the synken ships CPC
that e POG g shared to. the

media last weel] addlbng: *1 spoke
s Maring and they conlirmesd

that che ship na permie”
She | said the ashoui oo
affecred fishermian waoulkl have

to find ancthed way o earn b
living far the npxt six manths,
A% varime stat agl:"hu:ie; sWare
stlll trying o footain the nil
spill. —WiTH BERSRTS FPROM JOET
FIARTA R AMD P N RAMBSE [

getharon March 15 to mbke impreviesd ol spill booms protect B
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| Villar said in an interview on| Radio

this perlod, i _ .
"The Amihas winds, which con-
tained most of the oil to the coasts
of Nauhan and Pola in the previous
» ATé Now tnore variable, allow-
ing the ofl to spréad northwards, " the
UP 51 added. ' :

The instiluty also noted that t_hg
Amihan season) has & critical Tole
in the effects of the oil slick on the
biodiversity of Verde Island Passage,

"It is critical| to stop the seepage
before the end of the Amihan season,
ise mote|critival biodiversity
areas along the Yerde [sland Passage
may pe affected]" it said.

CG, Maring accountability |

The Senate Committes an En-
virorjment, Natpiral Besources and
Climate Changd will look into the
possible adminfistrative liabilities
of bath the Philippine Coast Guard
(PLG) and the Maritime Industry Au—
thority (Marina)|on the oil spill that
riined thewatery of Griental Mindorp
due tp the sinking of the ill-fated MT

ss Empress, |

Senator Cynthia Villar, head of the
Senate panel, saifi she firmly believes
vificials of| both agencies have
a liability on the issue considering

they are in chafge of the issuanece
‘of permits and fegulating maritime
movements in the coutitry.

. Marina, the fountry’s maritime
regulator, had eprlier claimed that
EDC

ield Marirle Services, Inc., the -
¢ awner of the vessel, hail no permit to|

sail but that it filed an amended
tificate of public convenience (CPE).
But the PCG, in response, pos
documents on social media seek-
ing to discredit the Matina chief’s
staternents. :
“Hindi ko alam kung sa civil s
vice yan eh, kasi mga governm
officials sila and employecs (I don't
know if this will fall under the ciyil
service law because they are goy-
ernment officials and employees) "

DZBB, on Sunday, March 13,

“Hindi ko pa nare-review yung
civil service; ang ni-rereview namin
NEAYON ay yung pananagutan ng
may-atl ng bapor sa tao na
hirapan nila (I haven't reviews
civil service regulations; what
reviewing right now is the liabilily bf
the owner of the ship to the people
who suffered) because of this)” she
said,

Neverthealess, Villar said Ie ba-
lieves aside from RDC, both flarina
and PCG should also face liabilitids
for the ol spill, :

“Meron ‘yan..Syempre mer
{They have liahility, of course the
is)," Villar said, '

“Re-reviewhin ko pa yun
nanagutan ng government o
na nag cause nitohg problema
(1 will review the liabilities
government officials that ::aus?l

problem],” the senator assure
Asked if she sees possible cal
lusion on the part of these offici
and the ship owner, Villar |sai
there should be concrete evidence
Lo prove it. [
“Mahirap magsalita kasi tayo nad

man, kahil pakiramdam lang natin
{na meron |, pero (It’s difficult to say
because or our part, even if we feel
there is, s1ill} we have to prove it e
the senator zaid.

Villaz alzo said the panel will con-
tinue its hearings on the Mindoro il
:spill even ufter the Senate goes intp
tecess far the Holy Week,

The Senate's plenary session will
adjourn.on March 25 and will resume
on May &, 0323,

But for now, she said, the panel i
looking irit) the accountability of rhe
owner of the MT Princess Linpress,
which was reported to be 2 rebuilt
scrap ship.

‘Villar szid RDXC is a small com-
patiy, and may not have sofficient
assets lo pay off its obligations (o
the people of Mindoro and the dam-

.age to the eavironment that the il

spill caused,

“Ang problema nila, maliit silang
kumpanya, Kahit maski ibigay nila
lahat ng pag-aari ng kumpanya <h
tingin ko kulang pa (kabayaran) sa
naging cause nitg (Their problern is,
they are a small company. Ever if
they give all the company's property,
| think jt is still insufficient (com -
pensation) for this),” she said.

“Maliit ah, billion ang halaga nito.
Kasi yung nawalan ng trabaho, mga

fishermen...Tapos yung damage pa

#a ating coral reefs, sa aring toyr-
Ism__lahat; malakd yun (It's 2 small

- tompany, et this costs billions. He

has to talee into arconnt those who
lost their liviiithood, the fishermer ..
Then the dajulage to our coral resis,
On. ol tourisim., everything, that's a
huge amount)," Villar pointed out
“Malaki ito, baka hindi niva kays

. lto. Maba-bankrupt siya dito { This iz

huge; they mizht not be able 1o malke
it. They will jzo bankaupt here),” she

pointed out,
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Compensation claims .
The ownet of the ill-fated MT
Princess Empress will be flooded with
compensation claims as a result of
the oil spill, and rightfully so.
Surigao del Sur 2nd district Rep.
Johnny Pimentel, zaid that the law
"imposes strict lidbility for pollution

sistent oil from tankers, and ensures
compensaton for those who suffer

to the toxic discharges."

"We expect the oil tanker's owner
to be swamped with compensation
claims from individuals and entities
harmed by the spill, including those
forc!ed to conduct their own cleanup
activities,” leentel a member of
the | pnwerful Commission on Ap-
pointments (CA), said.

The vateran solon cited Repub]ic
Act _tHA}I No. 0483, or the Dil Pollntion
Compensation Law of 2007,

Pimentel, a House Ecology Com-
mittee member, said owners of tank-
ers that cause oil pollution damage
are legally* responsible for:

Costs incurred in cleanup
operations at sea or on shore,

ventive measures;
® Consequential loss or loss of
earnings sufferad by owners
or users of property contami-
nated or damaged,
@ FPure economic luss or loss of
earnings sistained by people,
even if the property contami-

| belong to them;
® Damage to human health or
| lossof life; and
® Environmental damages and
measures of restoration.
T'he unmitigated oil spill disaster
also ’Expusﬂd how ill-equipped the

muqtr;r isin resp-&ndiug to such

More oil slicks to reac
Calapan this week — experts 1«

damage resulting from spills of per-

economic losses or incur costs due

including expenses for pre- -

nated or damaged does not
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djﬁasteré, sz-;i AGRI Party-list Rep

is batting for theal-
incation af more finds for the acgui-

ig tayong maka-
kapag- respmﬁde da ganitong sakuna
kung mayroon faveng sapat na
kagamitan (Having these equip-
ment will all W ug to respond faster
to these accls ents)," the neophyte
congressman said in a statement
Sunday, Mar :

"Dahil sq kakulangan natin,
patuloy na nasifira ang mahala-
gang likas-yaman, at nawawalin
ng kabuhayan ang mga kababayin
. lalo na ang mza
destruction of aar

sald.
The Philippine Coast Guard I[PEG}
hasadmitted.i doe

which sank In the faters off Oriental
Mindoto on Feh.3R while carrying

has sent an e
the Philipping g
force, has also comymitted to provic/-
ing equipment, such as oil blotters,
il snares, and ofl-proof workirg
gloves, to al-d the clpan-up of affected
coastal baransays,
The United States (US) and South
Korea also ¢ itted to help the
country,
-Lee said that the Philippines can-
not always rely on the help of uthers,
and should work tbward having the
NECcessary. eq%iprrTant to deal with

ravernment's task

such disastecs
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sunk to nhuut 000 feet which ke it require
sophisticated equipment to aumuanfail ﬂ'umw heleaguerad

tanker. |
Princess Empress is not en & hrund—nem anker but was
apparently assembled from peces of old tankers

“Ithink it is very important to deterinine the real age ol the
tanker since ship owners alwiys lie about it, The e me may
nut even be brand new,” the souree (ndicated.

The government should acknowledge that a
national emergency already exists a8 a result

~ of the oil spil| considering its widespread effect
on the liveliood of affected residents and
ultimately, the economy i |

As the shick frim MT Prificess Emiprress spreads all over the
Visayas region, threatening to cause an unprecedented marine
disasier, what his baeume notable i the p{ef:emeal LOSPONSE

emergency consiflering the enormity of the eaohommic and health
backlash from the oil spill, the responhse is moving too slowly. _ Int’'l standsed for tankers

The government shnu.h:‘l ackno ledge that a natmnal Orient Classification Society or OC8 certificate should be
crmergency alrea)  Lhe vesse] owner. “The QCS seeks Ihn submiss]

ultimately, the eci: mny,anm:lustr} v anmldﬂa-ﬁyﬂﬁ:me ‘that thay re supemsed the construction an :--3..;.:1}( ifall
Agency heads have not called a eeting and [t is already  the steel tsad were properly ¢ assed,” the source indicated,

two weeks after dil leaked from MT Princess Bmpress, carrying The Industry source said the vessel pan be oo mpared to 4
800,000 liters of |industrial pil, whicll sank in the waters off museum relic “There is talk that second-hand ool wag uged
Naujan, Oriental Minduro, _ and that the Caterpillar engines in it may not t. rand new."

The sinking chused u massive oi] spill that prompted the Tankers also undergo SIEE which stand _F-- Ship's
provincial govergment o declure s |state of calamity in 77 Inspection Report which irvol ves the audit of oil companies
coastal barangayk, _ on vessels on icharter,

2that this is goingto - *Under STRE, the vesscl, its dwners, and its man: sers are
but nobody took action  vetted, Oil companics have their requirement sorm: '_1_r_ :mglie',r
the maritime industry  than cla.s]a 5, cspecially Shall,” amurdmg to the mdnstry

“1 wa already] suggesting even on.
be a disaster of hational prnpm-tmn
or even swould take notice," a veteran

indicated. SOUTEE,
The situation calla tor immediate action from the government It was)| that the vessol was Lharterm by & (mit of
sinoe industrial oil had starled to seep out of the vessel, conglomerate San Miguel Corp. i
Environment) Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga SL Hatbor|Bulk Terminal ._,ﬂrpﬂrahuﬂ under SMC it

estimated that the spillage is about 35,000 to 51,000 litersa day.  San ‘s[tguﬂ Shipping and Ligh erage, EhEI.l'tFrf- ; f.': { Reield
“The fuel sh up nn Lﬁﬁbﬁ&cl‘lﬂ is of athicker substance Marine Services to ship the 800,000 liters of indust rial fuel
compared to the fuel oil used by the and the situation through tanket M7 Princess Elnmq that sanl; off the poast
 has become very| dangerons,” an ind y-veteran told Dadly of Oriental Mindoro.
- Tribumne. SIRE is usu rﬁqu"ired inthe charter contract. (hurterers
“A sumumit shauld be called by the government that should  put the conditjon in the contra st that *vesdels and ranagers
. Include international experts, The Japanese came but thevenly  must have SIRE approved by a major.” '

gent advisers. Th Department of Tr sportation has been too Asa algn 5] mnpemtmn amd g oil eompanies, wpo-oval hy
| alow to respond,”|aceording to the i} P une'majuf is recognized by the others.
" In the Phili pines, it is pract ced by oil majors Shell Caltex

| and Petron
“I don't know if Prineess |Tmpress seeured 9IRE from
Patron. It is possible, (the) vess:l does not have one - it was
chartered by Bmk;ammidu.q of SMC," the =011 added,
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More oil slicks seen |
to reach Calapan |

More ... |

(From Page 1)

“Oil spill trajectories Mo March |

1Gto 22 show o northward shifl
wrth Ualapan possioly receiving
moestiof the oil from March 20
to 227 it said in a bolleting lagt
Saturlay.

Moreover, the westward
curridnls alomg the coast of
nortlern Mindoro towards the
Verde lsland Passage were also
SRH n‘qu be more evident during

By Luﬁn CABATO

Mare pil slicks could reach
the ‘coakt or Calapan City,

this same period.

*The ‘amihan' (noctheas)
monsaon) winds, which
contained most of the ail Lo
the coasts of Navhan and Pola
in the previous wieks, are now
miore variable, allowing the gil
to spread northwards” UF MSI
added.

The institnte noted (hat the

Oriznlal Minl‘lum
20 ta 22, the Uni
Philippines Marine Seienes |
Institute (UP MS[)

‘. I = v
S A e T
e AR RARNER
| | ﬂ Areay iRy
rasE VIWER
A -
Ja '

[L'FHI] March
Ersity of the

slingd Passage,
“Tf [is critical to' srop the

critipal biodiversity arcas alung
the e lslard Pastaps mavhe
.'-!|r.'l.-lli11-'!l.'|.,'_!._t__ﬁ_&ili.

AT

FIRTR



Al
Trap

S S |SLRIC

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

]
LATIVES

1.4 1 13
¥ I FAGE EAMMNED ERTOELAL

STOEY ETORY

]

Wty

CAETOOH

23

DATE

Lee called for the procure

nt of oil spill containment |

equipment ufter the Philipjiine Coast Guard admitted tha i

lacks the equipment to dea with the oil spill now wreaking
havoe on Philippine waters \ : i

BY ADJEN DLIQYTNO

@it ribunsphl

A lawmale
Congress to alio

[BS0UrCes could help mitigat

- Specifieally,

procurement of pil spill eontainmer
equipment aflerithe Philippine Co

Guard admitre
aquipment to d4

Now wreaking

He—1

waters. |
A team from Japan hus come ko
A, Te | the Philippines, with iis equipment,
on Sunday pushed  ¢o help the POG in containing the ol
cate more funds for  gnif| off Oriental Mindorp, |
Among the equipment brought
by members of the Japanese Coast
Guard were oil blotters, oil anares
and oil-proof working gloves. f
- The United Stales and South
- Korea have also commilted to
helping the Philippines deal with
ihe ofl spill from the ship churtered
by San Mignel from an operator gaid
to be lacking a Certificate of Publie
Convenience,
MT Princess Empress had sailsd
é Fhrlppine hine times without the CPC that
ix thq;ﬁhlihl;_clfls ﬂ;ﬁ' wonld have made its operations n
el W 01l 2p hilippine waters gt |
avou o Bhilipping] (1700 Polers legal, - 1]

and probe the nfrcu-mgtang&%-
surrounding the sinking of e
one-year-old ship, i (il
' The: ill-fated tanker sank off thie
coast of Naujan, Oriental Minddfru
on 28 February 2023, |

Oil spill equipment budge

Groups have called {«-
aceountabilicy not only fram the ol ;.
eperator but also from San Migue|
for chartering the s iptallegadly
without unde taking due| diligenoe
Aceording 1o Associale Professor
Dir. Irene Rodriguez of the Univessity
of the Philippines Marine Scionce
Institute, the oil may raa'ﬂh Puerto
Galera and Bitangas, | '
Meanwhile, Rep, Johnny Pimentel
of Surigae dol Sur stressed 1ha
coastal comm mities affected by the
oil spill should be compensated by
those Tespansible. | |
“We expect 1he oil tanker’s owne;
to be swampe:l with compensation
claims from Individuals and eniiies
harmed by the spill, including i/ise
forced to condiict their 0w eleanup
activities,” he said. | |
Emﬂrumem:allstsl_ e those from
> Protect the Verde Tsland Passooes
said San Miguel should also be bl
eriminally and civilly accotmtabie,
Members of Congress have Lesn

|taking action 1) provide assistance

it;sﬂ ught
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DIRE WARNIN
Marine Science Jnstitut=s latest
- critical to stop the
tha end of the #

o e i T o,

buha 52 Abtng Diﬁd\-mhgod-']]isplu.md
Warkers { TITFA D) Project in the afeclzd
arsls o holkp the people.
In (the msantime, e D
of Social Welfere and Development
(DSWD will Srmediately roll out o
cash-farvwork sckeme for 19,000 .affect- .
e resifients for thees more monthe,
Meanwhile, Senator Sherwin Gatch-
nessed alarn enver @ possble
ge and the loss of livelihogd
dents of Orienial Mjrlr.[wr 3, wheze
Tighingis & prinary sourcs of income.
v some 13,000 fehermen ond
7 Emilies o Mindoio slome have
0 dffected by the oil spill, 5
|| Hel nated thae production i5 cxpected
ng maonths as e oil
& oW reacted Aotgoe and Pala-
o ridly reach Romblon and Akdan,
COUNTY '3 premier tourst desti-
of Baracay is located.
| Eevieral tourism activities in the whole
Brtandsa rerian will likely he affectzd,
depriving stkeholders of their

Ethalian, why hs visiled e affeciod
witd the movemment must sxtend
F asBlance it can to allevinte fhe

&nd harder, We encowier more problems

: ooly comcermed
| about food and how he would sue aad
find the shiprener. Buc right nonw, gur
Erowing protlem secid (o be its domino
effent,” Criz =aid, iaci
Revill aaid Criental [Mindeoo Gov: B
merlizes Dolor t1d ki b
gz in the priess of fogd and hasic com-
samaditics| inchading ricey mest, pouliny and
vegetables, since the oil foill two ek apn.
"The| comtinging Morease | of basic
| commadities in affeetrd municipalites

1 decline in the coms

B2id, nubng thar many of e residents
ready boat their heeliboad hecaysa

33 oo this 10 engire
rebady tes advarcase of the sitlution.

id, the Dpartmnt oF La-
bor and Employmeni (NOLE) has eor-
milmedd po itappang the: Tl

ong Panghanep-

thosg atfected by the afl spill. fies adversely affecied by the messive ol

fesgor from the University of spill from the sunies 1T Frincess Empress

ilippings Miaring Sciencs Tnstibute  in Oriertal Mindan s catitlod I epmpen-

(UP-MSE), megnwhils, said the ol sliek  sstion from i mrker's cwne “The law
may reach Pusrio and Hatangas,  imposes st Fability o po!
In an interview wn radio dzBE, Ireoe  resulting fiom spills of pers

Rodri UNAST aseocdale ‘DRz, nsston for

“aid that thein projections baged  those who suffer sconcmic Jnsies or insur

on the watet | 5 and wind flow, costs dus 1o the toxic dischapes ™ he sagd,

the Nertheast Monsoor or Atiihan hos
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"“We cxpedt the oil @nker's owaer b e

slowed downiand islgoing north along the  swarmped wilh compensition claims fom
Verde lalatd Passags, individubrand eqtities heried by the apill,
This, she said, cauld camry the ofl slick  irchudi forced & cnnduct their oam

Id affedt the muniziabities Cleanup activities
o Coaslal commuanities of Colapan, Poer. o -list Rep. Willkin Lee oo
areas in Babingns, Sumday for the alleaatioh of meme
rhed oo Fridey that the il Funds or hooms and oihe Exjuipmeng
unken MT Princess Em-  for oif spell contminiment w0 shivtel the dice

Tn uther d elopriants:
* Surigeo 38 Sur Bep, Johnoy Pimense)
il Uiat cossral commuar-

iy reiched Calzpan City,  consoquens
appesed the plicement of - furure, 'Ihr.

booms while a portion af
i Burned

;asree;ilhar large vessels
om pasging the Yerde [s.
idered & center of marine

[ i |

st thiz Tl

Temdles

of mentme disusters i1 the
disaster caisad| Iy the MT
Princess Emprade oil spdi it £xniosed how
ill-eqiipoed we e i respondic g o treats
IC tesowmees Al ) ol spills,
This isi wh | will be ssbing 6 a bigger
fimd for oill spill consinmen Betipmeant
T ﬂ'lE-]iE}{thige‘tMaﬁ":.E " e iz

T; dipment fe

id, mating
Coasl Clusst! hus atmik
el it does oot Have enough
the dipwtzr
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|
lawmalker,

Rep. Johuny Pimerirel of Surigao
del Sursaid on Sunday that “the law
imposes strict liability for pollution
damage resulting fom spills of per-
sistentoilfrom tankers, andensures
compensation for those whe suffer
economic losses orincur costs duetg
the tosie discharges | :
Pimentel, whois a member of the
Lower Fouse's ecoldgy coramtttee

damage are legally sspongible fror
(1} Costsincurred i cleanupopera-
tions at seaor o s OTE, anludjng
expenses for preventive mea HUTEE;

[Ls:; ar lozs of

(4] Comsequential |
samnings suffered by owners or
sers of property caltaminated oF
darnaged; (3) Prge Pronomic lnss
O loss of earnings| sustained by
peaple, evan if the broperty con-

belong to themn: (4 Damage to
bumian health ar Tods of life; and
5) Environmental i‘lamages and
measures of restoration.

MT Princass Ernpresewas carrying
00,000 Hters of industrial oil when
Beankoffthe cosntaf D_Faujnn,(lr'ien-
thl Mindoro on Febe uary 28, which
cpured 2 widespread oil spill into he
Thblas Strait, I

Owned by RDC Riiﬁ]d Marine

Empress are entitled
from the tanker’s owner, accordi

Aminated or damaged does ot

e |

ﬁ:iﬁesharmedby il spi
ledto reparation trom
er owner-solon

TAL communities adversely
by the massive oil spill
from the sunken MT Princess

to compensation

foa

statedthat "weexpect the nil tanker's
owner to be swampediwith compen-
sation claims from individuals and
entitiesharmedbythespill —inched
Ingthoseforced to conduct theirown
cleanup activities.” g

Under the 0il Pollition Com-
pensation Law of 2007, or Repuh-
licAct 9483, Pime ntn.# sald owners
of tankers that can sef)il pallation

Services, the ill-fat%d ail tanker
was sailing to Hoilo |from Bataun
when itexperlencad ginatroahle
and sank,

At least 10 mup Clpalities in
the provinces of Oriehtal Mindaro
andAntique are nownnd erastate
of calamity duelto the spill that
has affected more than 143 000
people including 14 Jann fisher-
folk, according ta the National

"Disaster Risk Reduction atd Man-
apement Conneil,

Dozensof people have alse fallen
ill due ta oif Coxicily, with at leagy
53 kilometers of shcursiine already

spoiled by the spill,

President Ferdinand arcosJe,
hasinstructed the Fhilippine Coast
Guard and ather agencips to inten-
sity their containment fd C:HE‘LI‘!!.LI'P
Operations, ey
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apply for cne.
et that day.,hrmmltlx: i Sb,q aaid ﬁhe .il:lp mcmqi an
5 posted on its Twitler ace “informal repoz” that the ill-
documents showing that RDG s | fated ship was built in Bataan by
e- a CPC, which included the MT e small company that authorities
: _Fu:uness h%mg on its s‘uppﬂéed mﬂﬂw not -:g]nblg of hulﬂmg
ﬁ_ﬁ%ﬁohﬁaﬂhﬁ- ‘R;e:'r-:'ﬁ’ . | Villar said wﬁd ot ﬂlsclnse
Fe A " Iﬁusmfc:-mmﬁnndndngdncm—
id  nel checked the boat before it left | rmitee hearing since it has yet to be
.| backed with cicence.
She said there: quaisuanm&rr
,malmpmﬁthmhpmmyhﬂud
since its capacity” muulyﬂﬂmfm

! She s;m;lEDC iz alzes account:
qh‘lc frr th:nilqg-ﬂl hur dnuhra if
it can compensare all dme:aﬁ‘ach:ﬂ
.I“"I'h.;p:ﬂhimnlsﬂ(RDC}:s
a small company and even

ghes ﬂlh;u n ’b:
f ! mm&qpe
sps bbcam:thﬂ'c src thousands of
hehermen affected, and i will have
i payﬁamfmntf&anmmnmhs.
i coral reefs,

Itwm'll

.-F-

rwed  daim of‘ﬁ’ﬁﬁiﬁ;aymrbegxmtcﬂ

] ml 7 ‘*mei,ﬂﬁ since MT Princess Fimpress has ao

i fﬁ that t::aa“t ;.;uxi'(“ el documents it operate, — ﬂrﬂf

! ':epﬂrt Tfi:? should be mluﬁﬂ Asbzel Hachero, Jocelyn Mon-
Femi Yo ,#nﬁ'.ﬂajﬂmﬂw
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kung Compensation Law of
dp atna 2007, o Hepublic Act No,

i dlaky- 483, Pimentel said own-
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Mindoro ﬂil spill threatens bagad an tEata,f om he Philippine 5atistics |
Authnm'y PEA
Iﬂﬂﬂ‘t&ﬂ'ﬂ sh Sllpplf, kﬂ' The uuLIme o fLshmpplf.rfrum Batz s fest |
mﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬂ' bi iversity area L ear was b 49 A9 MT, also down by 19.41% from |
THE CONTIMUED gil spill frarn the sunken vessel 0 749,14 MT i 2041,
off 'ha waters of Naujzn, Oriental Mincaoro wil Erlier; e Bubsau of Fisherles and & quatic Re-

have a long=term impact on fish mppfj.r and othes sourcessaid that the fish supply from the affected

maring resouroos. particulany in the Verde lsznd ateas will ot have af impact on a naticnal scale,

Passage (YIP}, a nfarine expert said. : “Itis critical to s the seepage ofore 1he end of
Ina radlo interyiew, lrenc B. Rodriguez, as5s0ci- e amihan sasoin jothervise mom ertica] hiodmersity

ate professor at thi: Unlversity of the Pipines- s alorg the Vet |dand Passacie may b affacted”
Marin Science Inslituze (UP-MSI, sald that the oil s LIPS | _

slick has been seer) moving northwards where VI The instittite akso encouragad the puliic o

i Furatleﬂ.. R o, contrioute for rew miodel forecasts by wing a GPS
 “The lang-termimpact if the oi fsn[ll}read:hed canera apg%atia & il awvided gectarioed im-
Werde Island, this Wil create animpart to our aues, Thesc will b used as "starting locetions for
source’of food and: Wersily area t:-&tatge tha the pil." — Shaldeen Joy Talavera

Werde kfmd Passae is known as canl'er o mar ine ST ==

blu-dlmft'_-', shie shid,

 she notad, will rmdlatﬂdy

diz upon contactwith the oil shick, :
The Lantker MT Brinress Empress wae carrying

BOO.000 fiters of inpfistria il when it sank off

Dhiental Mincoro, gpw of the five REmInCeS sue-

roundity the VIR :
Ti'rwaﬁag:e Doy of water between
Eatangas afd Mi . has te highest conuenira-

[on of Bl«a;talﬁshn corals, rmstaceam I'I‘II3||I..IS|'i$,

Spagrasses, and FOvES i the minrd, :
| M isaise home th ehiangeed and thr_eaganeﬂ
species such as the nawskbill turtle, whale sharas,

manta reys, sea O dudond, Ay ofhers.
Ms. Radriquez cibed UP-MS's prajections that
. the oif stick may reath the coastal commnities of
Calapan City. capital of Ofiental r'tmunrp, aryl Lhe
Drowinces of Puerto Galeta and Batanoas,
The [H'G}EET.II."I‘LE based umnfnrmahnn :un
water mrnantsand find DioweRr. 4
The dlirectiun of e ofl spilt s al’fecretliby tm
weakening northeast menseon o k&taﬂr called |

 that moee il sp_:,ll might reach
 Cafapar ity from Mar: 130 t0 12 8 t maves
taiwarddy the nofth, ol i
. Fish cutput-from Oriental Mindorg in 2022
reached 5,497 43 metric tang (M1}, 8 33, 5%

decream fmrr 9, !4 MTa war eatlrer
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Ecology gr@up
US-banned COSIIIF

with mercury solql

B\-' ]nNA.THAN L. MavuGa
. o ol o

LOCAL waste-and-pollution
watchdog on Sunday warned
A the publicagainsthuyingcos-
meties containing mercury thatare
being sold over the counter in the
Philippines, despite already being
banned in the United States.
EcoWaste Coalition ‘revealed
that it had purchased 11 skin-
lightening products madein China,
Pakistan and Thailand that were
among those found to contain
mercury by health authorities in
thestates of California, Minnesota
and Mew York. Baid cosmetic items
were eventually banned in the U5,
but are still being sold online and
in several local cosmetic outlets.

"We obtained the ftems from

cosmetic stores and from online
selleys during our markst moniror
ing,” revealed Afleen Lucero, whois
thecoalition'snational coordinator.
“Basedonthechemicalscreeningwe
eonducted, the items are contami-
nited with high levels of mercury.
ranging from 2,230 t0 58,400 parts
per million—way above the global
bimit of 1 ppm.”

“Ter of Lhese products were pro-
duced in 20271 or 2022, or after the
gloi:alphnse—uutmﬂﬂi!ﬂnfmermry—
added cosmetics such as skin-light-
ening products,” Lucero explained,
“in cleardefiance of the requirements
ofthe Minamata Convention onmer-
cury, as well as the Asean Cosmetic
Drirective (ACD)" |

The ACD lists mercury and its
compounids among the ‘substances

whish must not form’ part of the ' "

composition of cosmetic products,”
adecisionadoptedby the Asean Cos-
metit Committee in 2007, while the

i E DSy

‘ment 6f H‘eal::ﬁ kDR

Mlnamata Con .

the "date after which the- manuhf—
ture, impart ov &3 ortoftheprodict
sl::a]l ncrt he al

issued by ood and Drug Au-
thom:ywalﬂmn d consumers against
buying and ysing them,” she addec.

metics: n
Faiza Beau , Golden Pearl

1 eEeaut;rCream

Whlteﬂmq:il:

lightening produdts are rooted in
colorism defined as discrimina-
tion that privileges light-=skinned
people over people with darker
skin," thenwarned that "skin light-
ening P!'QHUF*H tut:
chemicals(suchasimercury; hydre-
quinone andp’ stproids) that ean
negatively impactithe consumer's
healthandfarrfat}"l inginthesame
space, such as chiltiren or elders”

Theg;mupaiiup' ured two Chi-
na-made Jiaoli Mitaculous Cream

and Jiaoli 7-Day Spedific Elﬁum
| whith Were &

those tested and found to contain

mereury by the Callfornia Depart-

contain toxic
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TUWiI.\-G mgmamamh:

GLE-US mm,
) SA BU numu

mga hindi kanuis-nais o3
pan i 33 kalye.
Mu’mmp hrmp na hindi
al minsan 4y magalit

gardpal at walang galang fa

sy hanggmghhmgan_
[-Im-:tl ﬂ: i -n lhle, ngunit thak na
hnnpm;rau,g i 1

Nakakaiiis din any mga mahilig makipag-
unghan #t mag-cul s linya na halos tamaan
any bumper ng sasakyang minamanchoko,
At kapay nagsugud-sunod ang g
rishabiamyi na pangysyan s

im!1h1|1ka ang: aking sarili at sabihing,
- 2 lamig ng wlo, " "Habaan ang
ity . Hivag popatal deahil ot
ang Mwhﬁ: i pra rcigeerks ame

%mwammmm g
mnmhuugngmvkﬂ)mpmmmw
wmgkmﬁnmsymmkﬂye
kayganapan sa kalvo
m whi ko kayang palampasin. WH
Ko srinagmavwang basurabian i namm - THgR
mshlﬁ s napikarEming upos nEg ﬁnsbmc ﬂmmw haat
sigarilyo ot sari-saring plastk na pambalot I.H;tn phmn-sobea o besurs, -
ngmmhblmumﬁsﬂnknatmmm
koang upown plastic, styro 0 anurnangs hasura
na basta e g iniheis sa kalyve at issemli
kﬁmsaﬁimuhlhnmmy kasabay ma
mﬂ{hmmh;gmmﬂ.

nghmg Hummgp]am: Paano
naang iba tuhigan muka samga estero
hanggang buwva tulad ng Laguna de Bai, ang
Seven Lakes sa Sm Pablo City? Lang
tneladang plasticang nakalubog nasa mas
Inmattﬂw, ilang ioneladang plastik na
rin ary hind iatunawe-Inaw Sa mgsE tyan akd ang
at binska ng mga isda, malaki manomalii?  dinudulot ng plastk at hindi likas o nata
Hindi ba't hindi rokolkatuwang makita na — naugali. | ||
Problemna ha ahg plastik? Sinsgot nz im
ng napakaranmi !_:ma.u na naghawal sa
rvand'? paggamit ng single-use plastics. Eh tng
'Kahangl an unE ipinatapad p]mkaﬂmui naatuagel i pali? Tirgrion re-n
53 pagigamil ng MR g kapali

sinple-use pFasucs. mrwing Miverkules at ?Eg:mmmg mmﬂﬁ
Subudo sa Bayan ng Condova ss Mactan angyurihaf na walang tigi

Island, Cebu City Giinawa rinito ng sivudad Eﬂwﬂmiﬂﬂ i keaiksezim, M@nﬁum
nghimuhhmmgmmgmkﬂwm hang kagre pakmiﬁrgmh?‘
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st labst, Ake gy panan-

"HUWAG mamin pa
Eﬂmg'ggu-mg tambakog pg
LB Mg MEE posle ng

ifuw, cenler is
eulera, ' |
T sesyomong apelsni
Muvor Tlones Ladeama s fu-
hat mg residinte ng Manila,
hlsnb&:,rngkztjlylﬂganml!ij.-u
fial - Istrikiong ipalupad ERi
WASIC Seprepalion syalim it
echeduli nggurltu%éculhb
tion =1 Kabisera ng hansa, |
i, Mapuns ng lady muyor na
“imilafurhus na e earamiban g
:'ixnﬂmig e
ra bage poman dumacing an
frak ngr oasira para kﬁjﬂ%
bin 1to, kiva waman. namy-
tanthikon oy ar nmiﬁ%nﬁ
CHCEUTER, ; ol
“‘.An_uwl;;u:gaw {tlu ay tahi-
gang wiling tigil ang mg
kavwrani ng Di’S-(dnpmh:::Ei];'
of piiblic services) sa pagsu-
ned wa med [rsurang ind
¥ su;hnga m!'“mu lumaui
£ HES T e Parang
daring 5o Mariking na °
alkilde. pag di pa pm;?rﬁ :

para ilabae ang bosurs at

by |t
|

ay ibimabalil niva s loab ng
Fﬂhm?:ﬂ sali mito. |
Tdinagday pa miro. nay
“Ngayon, maghnng mahigpis
s kamil i pagpayarupad iz
segrogalion at inuy mga
takdany araw kung kelan
koloolektahin ang uigﬂhilnkg
at di pabubulok,” |
- Pinaalalahainan ng alkalds,
ang residente na ey |
Ulu.ii'tlﬁnﬂa city ordinance|
kaugnay ag ‘tapal ko, linis.
k" privgron g local goveme |
e na ki iq.mj‘_nq.]-:ﬂ:lig:all
hawal tahanan na pana- |
Elllﬁ-uing malinis sy hanilang |
Tiay

%ﬁi - nating wpnking |
madling araw ay Iﬂlg'?ltﬁ|
ang basurs tapos nifalamiv s

center istand, poste, gitid

nn;giiakud o iy ﬂ & -
gandang tignan,” gijl n2|
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Ininalivanee ni Tacuna s |
hahans ang Faecutiva Oir- |
der Mo, & o nnpracskds sa |
bowar Bivernss ng e bi- |
lang “clenmp day” su |
lahagag Ty Hall, kailanzmn |
pa ring punatifinin aage kali- |
nisaf Lathil na anung araw: |
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dabil livo dapal ang unany
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Tapaswlamart . saomega n-
fipom 58 aling panasaen,”
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AN Miguel Corp. (SMT) Prosi-
dent knd CEQ Ramon 5. ng
lamented recently that

role of traek and fore stsin peo
hvcs is “rofnmonly m;'er;unked

in our lived iz basic bu'_L COMHI l]}-
overlooked--or worse, ignur
Ang said i a speech during
celebration| of the anniver sary|of
the Million| Trees Fowida ion Thc,
(MTEI} Murser v and Ere Learni
Cenrerlast March 15 atthe La Meds
Watershed.
“Apart fom providing us with
vahuable respurces such as fond ahd
building magerials treedalso protect
s against land erosion and flood-
mg” Ang said in his speech read by
Edgar L. Doha, operations head bf
San Miguel Holdings Corp. (SMHEC

w0y

IEEE

FAZE ""'

&l & ]

"Tia lhe case of watersh Pds, thigy

‘helpensure thaeth erewillbeéwatkr

for hiuman survival * Ang a&dcd

Fortunately, according to -
SME CRO, the Metropolitan W
terworks and Sewerage Syute:
(MWES) and the MTET have not 1ét
their guards down and have be
successtul in reforesting targdt
watershed during the last dou
of reara.

“With the hels of instituliong]
partrisisand voluntesrs, rhe}rwe
able to surpass the five millio
trees tarpet and have set anot
ambitious goal Andthatistopla
10 million mere trous by 1.]19 yeak
2030," Ang said

P1-M donation {|
DEMONSTRATING its continu

utpidn qt--m“."_“

rloolk;ﬂ—éngf\

ing sSUupporl to thefm_-njlua] "Million
Trees Cha.'ienge,"the Manila Water
Cor. and the Manils Water Foune a-
tion (MW E) announcada donation
of one-P1 million tn the M TFT on
its sacond iear anpﬂ'{-‘fﬂﬂr‘, = LA
WTEARIZAtION,

This wauld be Maml;. Water's
third don atiom as it has done 1o
EVery veal since 2L That year,
the donation was| made for the
development of the MTEI': cnsie
office and the establishmen: u-" 3
nursery at the S-hoctare Froperiy
at the La hasa Watershed.

At the anniversary event, the
domation bandever -."ﬂ'emn"" WL
hald after the m:aﬂbe of  [WF
President :nd Manlla Wiite '-"*rf-.‘

Adert and CEQ Juse Victor it

maniel 4. e Ding, .hmﬂmn.[ .!.apm,
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na nantang mramkliaa ang

inas ungung | alacier
%ﬁﬁm i HH-.

t and Matural Resour-
nag {DENR] at ng Mational
Waler Resources Board

[NWRE} £2 ohearbasyon

ng *World Water Day™ na
ang tama ngayang tean ax

= Mﬂmmﬁrg Change' |
lgiaar ng araw ang

I.Jr'uiF-,lﬂEI Matons Watsr parg

e |
ng pangangallangan sa ma-

iinis. na tubig. Alsmonaman
natin na bagarma't ang aling |
planetaay 7 1% na napaliligi-
‘a1 tublg, nasamahigh 3%

E‘s.i.hlant:h 22, 2023 ay muli

mundc: @ng may preblemasea,
miallsis na tubig kwg.-sm

3 milion &y ﬂﬂﬂﬂw

mga mﬁﬂm‘-ﬂaﬁmmﬂman
ing Bulacan, Cavile, Lsmna.
|t Rizal dulcé g mebiis na
lurbanizasyie =t i
opuasyon Tangng ang,

: mﬂya | 4
:1manf!,§ﬁ¢£am ;

ﬁ&.ﬁg’m

Lﬁgunadeﬁﬁf

} pmagkl,ﬁ-sunm ﬂg|

gy kﬂﬂhﬂ:f
ang “Wate: Phil

Imitiitada Hio &

Sqwim:
' laLoyzagaatEenador Grace
 Poe-llamanzzres.

| TAMANG SEFBISYO ni

4 ‘1 RADIC HILD l!'-},
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-.Phrdlnand "EBH"I Maik:

DAY2023:

o diha J&Mmg miagaihi-
gay ng talumied hingail sa
‘W-;tﬂ'mdﬂ ng kanyang
- adminkelrasyan.
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‘Kung naie mnynn.
malamart an Tﬂm%ﬁ
[BAPCREAG SY O,

#EQRHHG SERBISYD |
LADY, 1-5 anrch 82

YOUTUBE Z4ANNEL,
HILDA 05" at 55

Facabook Fanpage *Ty -

“Huwsg k:stimutan

i-chcic«ani mrﬁg |

. *SHARE".




STRATECIC

[MITLALIVES
SERYICL

COMMUNICATION
8 D

="5:||-

The Manila @lmes n

FAGE

THE ('-Jli{'l.fatl: Change GJm]I]iSHii:]n
(CCC) hay called for the uigent
delivery ‘of global commitment

on climate action, particularly the -

funding for elimate-related loss
and damage, ar the 158th Meet-
ing of the Warsaw |niernational
Mechanism Fxeculive Cr.:ml:nm:ft'.
{WIM Excom 18) in Manila,

Following the 27¢h- Meeting of
the Conference of Parties [COP27)
tor the Liniled Nalions Framevrork
Convention on Climate Change
[UNILLL]; the WM Excom cou-
vened on Pebrdary 28 to discuss
the milestone decisionon funding
arangements for loss and dam-
age. the enabling mfﬂﬂi&ﬂ;l} 1]
fully aperationalize the Santiago
Netwaork and the Eaxcom's
five-year ralling workplan,

CCC Vice Chairman. and Ix-
ecutive Direcior Robert I'!DJ.']E
recogniznd the effor of die WIM
based on the mandates from e
UNBCCE and COP. and encout-
aged the [xrom amd ohservers o
[urther fast-rrack the work on the
]‘ﬂss and damage agenda.

 “Thereisstill alot of work ahead
ﬂfu& W need to-deliver on our
mandates and our roles mare
urgently and collectivelr to wans-
farm developing conntries wutner-
abilities and lnss and datnage to-
greater climate: ms]lk:mr Borje
said in a slatement. on Slmﬂa}u

He smd‘ it 1% imparant tha
the WIM Excom shcq;l-i further
a&vant‘r{hf. 1m achieved in
Sharm el.Sheik o BEFpt in (e
of a separate fumling faclity for
loss and damage.

"Ihe Excom is cxpecled Lo
provide inpun @ the work of the

5 m:und

el@n seeks fundin
climate-related

— —

FAGEN  EBAMNFE  EDCEAL CANTODM
HARY STORY
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03 =2
— DATE _

qfor

amage

Tmnsirionul Committee, This, to

us, pravides [the

rommiities with

the singular pppgrmity and the
greal respolsibilibe to ensure: the

mainstreaming of

. port stralegie

action of sup-
i unjder the second

five-year rolling fwork plan ad-

opled by the
hie added.

parfies ar COP27,°

“The WM Txeorp welcomed the

participation

af abservers in the

meling, tnwhichiche Fhilippines

ETEAZE] act_iu;ly. _
Among the P}i]lppiqé;. e

Servabions .
the Wi w
comslittited

entities of di

s, the

tdillp.tthéfnm :

a;ip:mﬂ'leg

n the work of
dilier TNFCCC
odiep and operating
anvial mlev:h&—

An p'mwu] '1h CLChighlight-
ed the nead fior e best available
scieniee and best availdble technol-
agy 1o guide the wprk on averling
minimizing and fddressing loss
and damage. ||

‘It is chrough the best available

scieneg and Ledhng

and investma
VAIICE OUr tral
becoming cli
mate-resilient
- CCC emjly
the-art meth
prehensive 1
eruciali- s th
 climate action
Cidence-hased

The Philipp

tively engaged in t

| EOVEITIANGE,
mts ghal we can ad
nstornation owards
matgsmart and cli
natiyns,” Borje said.
'rlﬁi?.:ld that state of
ndolpgies for com®
qk AbSeasIneEnIts are
se will ensure Thlﬂr
s Aregcicnce- and ev-
ﬁnd tfor

pirick hag been Ec—

international

discrssion onllossfand damage.
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