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As the Departme t of En-
vironmerl; and Nat ral Re-
sources (IDENR)rev ews the
decades o~dPhilippin mining
law, both fro and ant -mining
groups arf in agree ent that
the meas~e must be pdated
amid new trends an the im-
p~ct of c1i ate chang .
The divergence be een the

two sides}ie in wha should
"responsibl« mining'
f011the cottry, whic is part
of the revie of the mi .ng law.

'In a rec nt luncheo of the
Philippine tfining Ou ,DENR
seretary ¥.a. Anton a Yulo-
Lo zaga said the re iew of
mi ing la~s aims to ddress
the gaps in the proce res, in
thepeoplefpectofm· . gand
in the econpmic and nancial
impact delivered to our ountry.
The review is also timely

as the MarJos admini tration
sees the miJilingsector s high
growth potential. "The net ef-
fect of the rrview is to have a
positive effect on the in ustry.
Th~t is the direction f this
governmen~ - mining a a con-
trib"tor tOJ

Ionomic re overy.
The eview f the legisl tion is
real y to e ance the p sitive
contributions of the se tor to
the country's develo ment
plan." LOYZra said.
ByJune, u dates on Phil-

ippine minin law revie will
be communicated by the ENR.
"Wewillh¢ releasing0 first

COmmunicatipnson the view
in June. But~e will not op in
June. The la has been i place
since 1995. ~ere is a lot to re-
view on thisI w," Loyzag said.
The "rolli g" review is be-

cause the Phii~ippine M·ning
Act will be up~ated alon with
other enviro~entallaw and
in consulrai on withi and
outside the a ency.
"We do no review the Phil-

ippine mining law in isol tion.
There's the qean Air Ac , the
Clean Water Act, the olid
Waste Manag ment Act. IIof

s seek upd
these in ersect with each other. new mea ur~ proposed in
Wec otjust review the min- Congress acdording to the
ing law olely," Loyzaga said. anti-minin g!:uP.
"The ay we work now in "We be ev that the pro-

the dep ent is that the bu- posed. Alt rn tive Minerals
reaus m st consult each other. Managem nt ill now under
Our prOfesses and procedures deliberatio s ~ the House of
are t . g a little longer - you Represent ives, at the House
will un rstand that the prin- Committe Ol:p. Natural Re-
ciple of i tersectionality has to sources, c ptures the most
do with dealing with vulner- comprehe iv~rOPOsals en-
abilities d risks in its many act a new in ng law. In es-
dimensi ns.Wecannot do abu- sence, toge er ith the legis-
reau m date solely in asylum. lative advo fic group SoS-YB
Wehave to intersect with each (SaveourS ver ignty-Yamang
other to etermine how good a Bayan), w pr pose a -para-
job are w doing," she said. digm shift I m profiting from

The C amber of Mines of minerals' to e ring that Fili-
the Phili pines (COMP) wel- pinos benefit fro the minerals
corned th review of the coun- we extraCijt"G ganera said.
try's mi ng law Along . h he review of
"Wea preciate the attention the mining aw, the DENR is

being put into mining now.We also pushin fod a Philippine-
underst d where the Secretary specific defi ition of "respon-
is coming om. Themining act sible minin .'
is almost 0 years old. It is time Loyzaga l'aitthe agency
for a revi~ ," COMP executive would sit d n ith the min-
directorR nald Recidorosaid in ing indust to ay down the
an intervi w. country's 0 n efinition of
Howelr, the COMP said responsible i·n· g.

the revie should be a bal- "While th . is forrespon-
anced one siblemining i . the context
"Ithas be a rational review. of our goals r iItclusive,resil-

Thereare . kstoopeningupthe ient and sus incible develop-
law for a view.Areas of social ment, our in ask moving
developm nt, environmental forward is to anie.and define
protection, those are (the ones together wi alilof you what
that need~ to be updated. We responsible 'niItg truly is in
need to b g the mining act up our country," he .aid.
to speed wi latest regulations, The envir thtt chief said
global tren s," Recidoro said. the mining nd stry is in a
Alyans Tigil Mina (ATM) unique positi t achieve in-

is also su.p orting the DENR dusive, resilie t sustainable
in pushin for initiatives to development , th country.
review nt mining policies. "TheDE . sour com-
"Ouralli cefeelsRA7942is mitment tow d esponsibls

therootcau ofmany conflicts mining thro gh the imple-
now in mi . g-affected areas, mentation of ro-people, pro-
because the Philippine Mining environment, d spence-based
Act fails to address the real- policies and r~rams. We
ity andns context of climate believe in evi en e informed
change im acts and disasters and innovativ p aches.We
due to pefent changes in believe in scie e d technol-
land-use," TM national coor- ogy and alsoIc and tradi-
dinator Jay Garganera said tionalknowled e dhowboth
in a text meIage, should inform O~POliCYand
Howeve the amendment practice," Loyz ga aid.

on the Phili pine Mining Act One way 0 ac ieving re-
should tak into account a sponsible mini g i pursuing

/
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aw
the mining in us t y's Social
Development nc anage-
ment Program .,0 ({ ).
SDMPisthe five-ye' plan of

mining contrac rs .md permit
holders, which orr zins plans
to support the development
and empowe nt of ost and
neighboring corrmu ..ies.
"The developm ~trajec-

tory of each of the G ifferent
local commuru ies in which
:rou all are working ~r one of
those contexts that r ed to be
closely studied in oroc for this
industry to be called responsi-
ble," Loyzaga said.
Howeve~ the SDMP eeds to

be reviewed tobe able 0 achieve
its goal, COMP's Reci:lorosaid.
He said a lot of th ~projects

.mplemented t rc sh the
DMP are "m urde i" and
'unsustainable.
"It just needs to be directed

with proper planning, proper
'Visioning.That's one0 .the areas'
1r.'herewe think imp ovemenr
is needed. Weneed to properly
ienchmark deve op lent, ac-
count forgender balance.Imple-
~ .ent proper standards, proper
tegulations so that w ~can be
assured of sustainable Ievelop-
rnent. SDMp,it's r ally ripe for
review" Recidoro aid.
But for anti-mir ng groups,

r esponsfble mining is just fake
ws.
"From our exp rie ice, 're-

s oonsible mining' s a co plex
al~emptof the mi g industry
t~,re-brand itself an :la :a lback
pbsition, as they were tot able
t I defend their 0 gina pro-
p bsal of 'sustainable mi ing,"
AJI'M'sGarganera 'aid
The group said zhe e is no

lelgaldefinition of' esponsible
mining' so there are no) am-
eters to measure if companies
are doing or comp1ying with it.
"If we can't mea ore t, then

it is almost impossible to hold
anyone - either gOYrnment or
mIning corporations - account-
able if a mining pro ect "a.lsto
co lply with responsib .~ run-
in~v"Garganera said.
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INSKER'S HAWK· A LE
RE CUED, FREED NEA . APO

I 1- .
By Ed ir O. Fernandez em wingsp n a
@Inq tlOnal kilograms ha

gained its s ren
Renied de I red the rap-

tor health an ready to be
sent back tits rural habitat.

It has een he standard
procedure in agpet that
whenever re ued wildlife
is found a d sessed to be
healthy, it hou d immediate-
ly be' releas d b ~k to the wild
to avoid fu the tress to the
animal that ma ause it more
harm, Cami uin said.

Magpet ow ~sat the foot
of Mt. Apo, he untry's high-
est peak, w ere ~e Philippine
eagles thriv . "

Camigui g s '4 she and oth-
er environm nt !tsonnel in the
town freed the il scued eagle
back to the . d Wednesday.
. DENR r gio director Fe-

lix Alicer sai he as delighted
that farme a other resi-
dents in the ow fere already
aware that nda ered species
rescued or ap ed must be
turned over 0 t tDENR.

"Our i for non drive
has paid off, 'Ali r said.

In Co aba 0 province,
where some of t endangered
wildlife lik t Philippine
eagle. and t rsi :~ thrive, the
provincial nvi dnment and
natural reso rce fffice has or-
ganized two gro JS for simul-
taneous wi lif lectures on
Republic Ac No. 147 (Wildlife
Resources ons ation and
Protection ct) I Kidapawan
City, Matal , rakan and
Midsayap th ~m tho INQ

COTA TO CITY-A young
Pinsker s hawk-eagle (Nisaetus
pinskeri at strayed in an open
farrnl .in Barangay Amabel
of Ma et town in Cotabato
provinc on March 14 was res-
cued by a farmer in the area, an
enviro ent official said.

Thel farmer took care of
the bird that was already too

, weak tq fly and fed it before
he brought the raptor to the
town's Municipal Environ-
ment 1\nd Natural Resources
Office, ~ccording to Rosie Ca-
migUinf:.Chief of the protect-
ed and ~Jldlifeunit of the De-.
partme t of Environment and
Natural esources (DENR) in
Soccsks~rgen (South Cotaba-
to, Cotrflto Province, Sultan
Kudara Sarangani and Gen-
eral San Js City).

Pin~h hawk-eagle, also
known Philippine hawk-ea-
gle or . danao hawk-eagle, is
a specie of bird of prey in the
family or fccipitridae. It is con-
sidered lendangered, with the
current population reaching
only between 600 to 860 in the
wild based on the data of the In-
tematio al Union for Conserva-
tion Of. rre, Camiguing said.

S ~ngth regained
Whe 11 Mylene Reniedo,

Magpet town veterinarian,
checked on the juvenile raptor
as soon s it reached her office,
the bird which measured 63
centime ers long, had .a 125

READY 6 FLY The rescued Pinsker's hawk-
weak an unable to fly when it strayed into a
Magpet, Cotabato, on March 14, is freed on ed
an exam nation by the municipal veterinariCln _p
SY OF THE SPARTM£NT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATU AL



The Unit d States Coast
Guard (USC )will be look-
ing into the ountry's ongo-
ing operatio to contain the -
massive oil pill from the
sunken MT Princess Em-
pressoffthec astofNaujan,
Oriental M' doro, during a
meeting wi the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) sched-
uled today,

Rear Ad iral Armand
Balilo, PCG pokesperson,
confirmed y sterday that
USCG official are set to pay
a courtesy c 11 on Admiral
Artemio Abu during which
the PCG will giving a pres-
entation on th Philippines' oil
spill response. .

'fWe would ust be making a
presentation a d there would
be an executiv briefing. They
(USCG and bu) would be
briefed on the ituation," said
Balilo, adding that nothing is
yet certain 0 "what topics
they would di cuss."

Earlier, Ab wrote to the
US embassy to request for as-
sistance in the il spill cleanup.

"It will be up to the US
Coast Guard 0 how it would
respond to the request of the
Commandant if they will im-
mediately resp nd and what
kind of assista ce they could
extend," Balilo said. "What is
important is th y would know
the situation in the area."

At present, hile there are
oil spill booms in the vicinity
of Pola, Orie tal Mindoro
where the oil- lick from the
motor tanker h drifted, these

urn to Page 2

S.From Page 1

are removed in the evening, said the PC
pokesman.

Once the oil spill booms are removed

1 creates the possibility that the
il would be able to reach shore,
e said.

He explained that the oil spill
ooms were put in place by the
ompany of MT Princess Empress,
DC Reield Marine Services, and
at it also hired tugboats to keep

he booms in place.
But there are limitations. At

.ghttime the waves become big-
er and the tugboats have to leave
he area. If there are no tugboats to
eep the oil spill booms in place,
hese would drift out to sea.

The PCG is there to assist in the
cleanup and does not have big oil
spill booms that could have pre-
vented the oil from crossing over
and reaching the shorelines.

Balilo is hoping that the arrival
of the remotely operated vessel
(ROV) from Japan would solve
the problem.

"From what I heard from the
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owner of th vessel, the ROV has
siphoning cs pability so it could
siphon the '11 from the water,"
he said.

The Prim ss Empress was re-
o portedly carrying 900,000 liters

of industrial oil when it s last
Feb. 28 som t. 400 meters de p in
the waters 0 tf Naujan town.

Yesterda an expert fror the
University ~f the Philipp nes-
Marine Scie ce Institute (UP ,fSl)
warned th the country' ~ JOis1
supply wo Ibe affected one the
oil slick rea hes the Verde Is and
Passage (VI ).

In a radi interview, UP-M~,I
associate p ifessor Irene T dri-
guez said th t based on the ill'
trajectory, tf e oil slick is he" ing
northward vith Calapan possibly
receiving ost of it from March
20 to 22.

"Based n our obser- a io
on the exte t of the oil slick, the

tanker con tirrues to discharge
oil," said Ro tlriguez, adding hat
with the we :ening of the amihan,

! water currents would move the oil
slick toward Calapan and Puerto
Galera in 0 iental Mindoro and
the shores 0 Batangas.

She said iat once the oil slick
reaches VIR -- the body of ater
between the wo provinces - it will
immediatel r result in the death of
marine res~urces at the water's
surface, including eggs, juveniles
and other 0 ·ganisms.

"For the ong-term impact, if
the oil con aminates the Verd e
Island Pas, age, it will have an
impact on t ne source of food and
diversity in he area as the ( P) is
called the c enter of center 0 ma-
rine biodivs sity. As the cent r, "JI
the marine, esources in the erde
Island Pas' ge are concen rted
and very i portant in our food
source and the livelihood ot af-
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fected resid nts;" Rodriguez added.
The UP- SIsaid that the damage from

the oil spill may affect endemic species
found only the Philippines 4s well as
species yet t be discovered. .I

"More th the food source, tIjledecline
in the popul tion of marine resources can
affect the 'e osystem that pro~ides the
breeding g und, nursery gr und and
habitat for ar.ine organisms," ~henoted.

Rodrigue said that the use 0 remotely
operated ve icle is crucial to fi ally stop
the leakage d seal the sunkel1 vessel.

"It's been more than two weeks and it
is now Mar 19. We still have~window
of opportu ity as we are at e end .of
amihan. We hould take advant ge while
the area is s 11calm. We need to do all the
things we c implement to control the
spread of oi slick," Rodriguez 1!aid.

She also s ggested that the go~ernment
should ban all vessels transp rting oil
from passin the VIP to protect the area.

"Big ves Is should avoid t e Verde
Island Pass e and instead use the west
side of Occi ntal Mindoro. Aljugh it is
a longer rou e, it is safer. Crew embers
should also e trained on how 0 handle
such situati ns," she said.

Based on he latest bulletin Ofthe UP-
MSI, westw rd currents along e coast
of northern indoro toward th VIP are
forecast to b more pronounced.

'Se you in cout'
In Pola, ayor Jennifer Cruz said yes-

terday she i decided on filin charges
against the wners of the sunk n .ves~el
~ver the de~ . cti.oncaused by t11e011 slick

~'f~h:·rmum ipality. , .
"" Vewill ee them in court," Cruz said

. a r 'adio in rview, noting how Pola has
, t e ven rec ived any compensatory as-
sistai tee fro the owners of Mr Princess
Empr ess 20 ays after it sank and leaked
oil.- I

"1 'here is none " Cruz repli d w~
askec i if any orm of recompens was ex-
tende -d by th vessel's owners to the tow~
a velrsely a ected by the oil sli k. "Until
it. w, (have et to see them," s added.

e may r revealed that th Depart-
inent of Jus ice and National ur~a~ of
I~vestigatio are already busy building
up a case. .

"The DO and the NBI are c1ducting
the in.vestig tion so that justi ~ .will be.
given to ou town ,~roug~ the ling of a
case against them, sh~ Sal?, .

Cruz be ailed the 011 spill s pact on
Pola as hav ng a domino effe t. "Right
"OW, we ar encountering m re p.rob-
lems. It's no only on food. ~ problem
becomes bi ger, it has a domin effect as
all are affe ted, including tou ism and
employmen ," she said. ~ _

She emphas
sistance should
displaced by th
total of 533 hec
and a 50-kilom
the oil slick.

"We want .rlt
fisherfolks ~s e
will last for Six
fishermen wfll
Alternative live
be given to the
said.

d that long-term as-
given to the f sherfolk
.shing ban. PI Ia has a
res' of mangrove areas
r shoreline affected by

ative programs for our
erts said the cleanup
onths. This nu ans our
e no source 0'1 income.
ood program, should
ected residents," Cruz

Insurance.
ent may

-jeopardy
However, Se Cynthia Villar said the

company that '0 S the ill-fated Princess
Empress may no e able to collect insur-
ance that it u~ge ly needs. to compen~~te
both local gove ent umts and families
affected by tl}e ' spill.

The Senate co mittee on environment,
chaired by Vill unched an inquiry la~t
week into thq si ing of the tanker that IS
now causing an vironmental disaster.

During the aring, officials of the
Maritime Indps Authority and the PCG
admitted that R 'F Reield Maritime Ser-
vices did not ha ~an updated c:~:rti?cate
of public con e nee (CPC),which IS o~e
of the require e s for such vessels to sail.

"Definitely (R C)must pay compensa-
tion but the l?ro em is that it is a small
company. Even they give all their re-
sources, it will n e enough. The damage
is in the billions f pesos)," Villar, speak-
ing in Filipino, t dzBB radio yesterday.

"There is q e to our coral reefs, to
our environment this ishuge. Idon't think
they can surviv d will go bankrupt if
they don't have . anee," she said, adding
the committee verify reports that the
insurer has 311 0 e in the country.

The senator s if the insurance com-
pany is "kind, m be it will pay but based
on experience," ch firms find all pos-
sible ways not t ay their clients.

Reports sald C executives assured
provincial o£;{i~i that they have some
$1 billion in ms ance but senators are
skeptical due to e company's lack of a
CPC for the su n tanker.

The compap.y a CPCbut regulations
require that it b ended to reflect the
acquisition Q a w vessel. The Princess
Empress was acq ed last November and
the company fil an application for an
amended Cl'C " ecember but ~ ~A
officialstold the ing the papers are still
being proces en the mishap occurred.

- With ell .aso, Paolo Romero I

Villar
pay
be i
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I IUSISAni CaviteRep.
E ~idiO "Pidi" Barzaga
J na tila nagkaroon ng
c I er-up upang hindi
I aki ang panana-
g tan ng may-ari ng I

Princess Empress,
P . ippine Coast Guard
( ~G) at Maritime In-
d stry Authority (Ma-
ri a) sa paglubog ng
oi tanker na nagdulot
n malawakangoil spill
s I Oriental Mindoro
at Imgakalapit na lala-

gan, IIIl\yon kay Barzaga,
~lrman ng House

mittee on natural
r ource, hanggang
n ayon ay hindi pa rin
lu ilitaw ang kapitan
n oil tanker upang
m kapagbigay ng de-
t e sa mga awtoridad
hi ggil sa mga kaga-

napan bago lumubog Cynthia',I!Uar,chai
ang barko sa karagatan Senate committe
ng Oriental Mindoro environment, na
noong Pebrero28. resources ~nd cli

MaJaking isyu rin change, nelnindiga
aniya kung bakit nga- maaaring makas an
yon lang lumabas na ang PCGat ang Ma ina,
kolorurrt0 walang cer- Nanini1

I
ViUarin se-

tificate of public conve- nadorana peke ang
nience ang MTPrincess ngMTPriridessExp na
Express at ang pag- nilabasngpeGsam la,
tatago ng impormas- "Paano magk ka-
yong hindi sumampa roon ng permit to pe-
ang m$"a tauhan ng rate eh hindi bini an

~

G up~nginspekyunin ng Marina, eh M a
g barko bago ita nag- ang nagbibigay ng r-

ayag. mit to operate? B kit
"Definitely(cover-up) ang Coast Guard ng

sapagkadup to nowhiridi magsasabina mero si-
nagsasalitaang kapitan. lang perrnli to oper te,
Pagkatapos 'yong issue baka fakel" bulala ni
regarding the certificate Villar. (Dilildo M tl-
of public convenience ning)
ngayon lang lumabasat '------'-~"""""""'"tJL-e..JJ~--------'.'"".•.--~~'__l_-
lumabas din sa hearing
a Senado na talagang

: '
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Prine' ss Empress owner t t
ng criminal, civil c s

Thloy ang pagsasampa ng mga kaso of the Philippi as
ng lokal nal pamahalaan ng Oriental tute (UP-MSI)I a
Mindoro at rnga residente laban sa Puerto Galera t Bat gas ang oil spill.
kompanya na nasa Iiko~ ng lumubog na "Based on pje . ns, ang oil slick
barko na siya g pinqgmumulan ngayon ay posiblengl ma a a -towards the
ng oil spill. north. So, pa- i ag ng direksyon ng

Sinabi ni riental Mindoro Governor oil slick at ito 1m, ring makaapek-
HumerIito D lor na ikinakasa na nila to sa munisip lida 0 coastal envi-
ang mga cri inal at civil case laban sa ronments ng G lap Puerto Galera,
RDC Reield arine Services na siyang at areas sa Ba ng s " paliwanag ni
nagmamay-ar ng M1jPrincess Empress. UP-MSI associ tie p q essor Dr. Irene

Ayon kay Dolo~ maaari narnan Rodriguez sa ifna a ng dzBB ni-
magsampa an Philippine Coast Guard tong Linggo.
o kahit sino p na sibilyan ng kaso para Inihayag di~ ng MIS na patuloy
sa pinsalang d lot ng oil spill. . ang pagtagas ~an' mula sa lumu-

Nagkakais umano sa pagsasampa bog na MT Prin ss 'ress.
ng reklamo an mga bayan at barangay Batay uman I 'a p akahuling satel-
sa Oriental indoro na apektado ng lite image noo M 0 15, nakitang
pagkalat ng la gis sa dagat. may tumatagas ' ~ na ,sismula sa lu-

Sa ngayon,' ani Dolor, prayoridad na mubog na bark 1un ya't kinakaila-
matapos ang cl an-up drive at ang pani- ngang maagapa i~ou ng hindi na rna-
nigurado na hi di na makakapunta ang karating pa sa i apg ar at lumawak
langis sa tabi n dagat, ang pinsala sa I raga (Catherine

Samantala, inihaYilg pg University ReyeS!Dolly C re

II
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Allerika a
S. lorea 1utul

sa oil spill
Cleaa-Oll

arlentallind '0
NAGPAHAYAG

tensyong tumulong
spill clean-up sa Ori
Mindoro ang Estados
dos at South Korea.

Ayon kay Office 0

il Defense informatio of-
ficer Diego Agustin ~ri-
ano, nasa Pilipinas p in
ang desisyon kung pap in-
tulutang tumulong sa C n-

.up ang dalawang nab ggit
na bansa ..
• Ayon kay Marian
ngayon nasa bansa na
ang ilang eksperto mu
Japan upang tumulon
oil spill clean-up.

Sa ngayon, tukoy n ng
Philippine Coast G ard
(PCG) ang eksak ng
lokasyon nang p a-
glubugan ng MT Prin ~ss
Empress kung saan ba:lsa
kanilang pagtaya may on
pa ring tumatagas na la [. s
mula dito ..

Kasunod nito, doble _
od ang mga otoridad u IiIg
malinis ang oil spil !i1a
posibleng umabot ng ~n
bago tuluyang mawal a
karagatan.

Sa pinakahuling dato
National Disaster Risk
duction and Manage
Council, sumampa n
mahigit 31,000 mga pa
ya sa MIMAROPA at
tern Visayas ang naape
han ng malawakang oil s
sa Oriental Mindoro.
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avotas in Calapan City in Oriental Mindoroprovince work together on March 15 to m
off Naujan town on Feb. 28, -NERI MAG8ANUA/CONTAIBUTQR

Calapanar
obehit:bys

as-I
Loeal e~ecs, residents join hands to protect coastline

as UP-MSllsay~industrial oil still leaking from sunken fuel ta

By Madonna T, Virola
@mvnlaINQ

CITY OF CALAPAN-Officla
and residents here have d~
bled their efforts to pro
their coastal ~ommunities as
threat of more spilled industri
oil reat hing its shores loome
with [h.> end of the "amihan" o
the non heast monsoon.

Traces of oil spill from M
Princess Empress, whicl car
ried 800,000 liters of [00 ustri
al fuel when sank off the tow
of Naujan in Oriental Mindo~
on Feb. 28, has reached t~1
provincial capital on Thursday
with city workers, residents ant
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG
personnel immediately mobi
lized to dean up the waters.

But efforts to ward it 0
became more urgent afte
the University of the Philip-
pines-Marine Science Institute
(UP-MSI: warned in a bulletin
on Saturday night that more oil
spill was expected to reach this
city's shores in three days.

"Oil spill trajectories for
March tf; to [March] 22 shows
a northward shift with Calapan
possibly receiving most of the
oil from March 20 to [March]
22," said t he bulletin.

'1\I((lre pronounced'
The UP-MSI said the lat-

est satellite image on March 15
showed that the oil was "still
leaking 0\1[ of the sunken vessel
(MT Princess Empress].·

Calapan, some 23 kilome-
ters from where the oil tanker
sank, was the latest locality af-
fected by the oil spill that had
so far damaged the waters and
coastal resources of 10 [owns
in Oriental Mindoro. affecting
the livelihood of nearly 30,000
residents.

The srill has also reached
the shore" of Caluya town III

Antique province, where some

P million worth of farmed sea-
weds were damaged; and the
w ters of Palawan.

The UP-MSI also warned
r1' t the westward direction
of current along the coast of
n rthern Mindoro leading to
th Verde Island Passage, the
m rine resource- rich corridor
be een Mindoro Island and
Ba angas, became "more pro-
no need for this period."

The institute said stopping
seepage of oil from the tank-
hould be a priority "before
end of the amihan season,

ot erwise more critical biodi-
ver ity areas along the Verde
Isl nd Passage may be affected."

PCG Commodore Geronimo
Tu ilia, head of the Incident
Ma agement Team in Orien-
tal indoro, told local officials
in meeting here on Saturday
tha the remote operated vehi-
cle (ROV) that would help lo-
cal the oil tanker, estimated
to. aye sank at a depth of 400
me rs, was expected to arrive
on arch 20. The ROV would
be companied by its Japanese
operators, he said.

Proactive mode
ala pan Mayor Malou Mo-

rillo in a social media post on
Sut] ay, said they had been on
the roactive mode by employ-
ing arious ways to prevent
the il spill from causing more
dam ge to their coastal areas.

orillo said they had been
mob lizing communities and
part er agencies in producing
rnor improvised spill booms
mad from rice straws, ropes,
emp plastic bottles and sacks
to Pf teet the city's waters.

~ ty Health Officer Dr. Bas-
ilisa tanto advised residents in
affec d areas to wear protec-
tive 95 masks, especially those
with espiratory conditions to
avoidl inhaling the [Oxic chem-
ical fumes of the oil.

The city has also procured
personal protective equipment,
gloves and protective boots
that would be used by govern-
ment workers and volunteers
involved in the cleanup work.

Local gas stations and depot
were also asked to donate drums
and barrels where the collected
oil clamps would be stored.

While the oil spill was not
yet severe, the city government
advised residents to be careful
in buying fish and check them
thoroughly for traces or scent
of oil.

Morillo, in a televised pro-
gram on Sunday, said local fish-
ers who have trouble selling their
catch could "bring them to the
city hall and we will buy them."

She assured food packs had
been readied for distribution
to families whose livelihood
would be affected by the spill.

Recovery in sight
In Antique, the Bureau of

Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR) was optimistic the
seaweed industry in Caluyan
town would recover soon.

BFAR-Western Visayas Di-
rector Remia Aparri said most
of the oil in the waters sur-
rounding Barangays Semirara,
Sibolo and Tinogboe have been
cleaned up, with some 50 drums
of oil collected from Tinogboc
and Sibolo.

As of March 7, damage sus-
tained by 73 fishers and sea-
weed growers in Caluya has
reached P4,080,500, he said.

He stressed it was still un-
safe to consume fis~ from oil
spill-affected areas.

Caluya Mayor ~igil Kent
Lim, on March 4, t~r;;porarily
banned fishing activities in the
town's waters until further no-
tice. Fishers have to wait for the
BFAR's advisory when it would
be safe to go fishing again, Ap-
parri said.

Environ ental groups have
been urging the government to
initiate lega action that would
compel the t nker's owner, RDC
Reield Mari e Services Inc., to
pay not just or the cleanup but
for the dam ge it caused to af
fected com unities.

No
However Sen. Cynthia Vil-

lar on Sund y doubted if ROC
would be a le to collect its
Si-billion i urance for the
sunken vess I to compensate
fishermen an residents affect-
ed by the oil. ill since MT Prill
cess Empress had no certificate
of public c nvenience (epC)
from the Mar time Industry Au-
thority (Mari a).

"Will the nsurance compa-
ny pay you if ou did not have a
permit to ope ate?" Villar asked.

Villar, wh spearheaded the
Senate inqui into rhe Feb. 28
sea tragedy. s id RDC is a "small
company" th t might go bank-
rupt due to th massive oil spill.

"Even if t Y give up at' the
assets of the r company. that
will not be en ugh for the \!~m-
ages this has aused," she said
in a radio inte iew.

According 0 Villar, she got
an "informal" port supposedly
from Marina, hich showed that
MT Princess E ipress was man-
ufactured by a mall shipyard in
Bataan provinc that has no ca-
pability to buil an oil tanker.

She questi ed the authen-
ticity of the s ken ship's cpe
that the PCG h d shared to rhe
media last wee adding: "I spoke
to Marina and they confirmed
that the ship ha no permit."

She said tl e abou t 30,000
affected fisher en would have
to find anothe way to earn a
living for the xt six months,
as various stat age'hcies were
still trying to ontain the oil
spill. -WITH AE R.TS FROM JOEY

MARZAN AND MA ON RAMOS INQ
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More oil
slicks to reach
Calap nthis
week experts
8ylWISA K. CA8A 0, HANNAH TORREGOZA,
an~ElLSON QUIS ORIO

The coast of Calapan City,or~-
e tal Mindor could receive mo e
oi slicks fro sunken MT Prince s
E press on arch 20 to 22, the
U iversityof t e Philippines Marine
Scence Instit te (UPMSI)warned ip
it~bulletin on Saturday, March 18.

.I "Oil spill t ajectories for March
16.-22 show a northward shift with
Calapan possi ly receiving most qf
~he?il from arch 20-22," ~ 'I.
It said. ..,

Moreover, t e westward currents
alonr the coast f northern Mindor
tow~rdsthe Verd Island Passagewer
also Iseen to be , ore evident durin
this E,eriod.
. "jl:heAmiha winds, which con
tain~ most of he oil to the coast
of N uhan and ola in the previou
wee , are now ore variable, allow
ing t e oil to spr ad northwards," th
UP~SI added. '
. ~~e institut also noted that th
Am~?an seaso has a critical rol
in t~e effects 0 the oil slick on th
biOd\Versity.of rd~ Island Passage

"tt is critical to stop the seepag
befOprhe end 0 the Amihan season
othe ise more cri.tical biodiversi
area along the erde Island Passag
may e affected l' it said.

iG,Marin accountability
T e Senate ommittee on En

viro ment, Nat ral Resources an
Climp,te Chang will look into the
pOSS~le administrative liabiliti~
of b th the Phi ippine Coast Guar
(PCG and the M ritime Industry Au
thori (Marina) on the oil spill tha
ruin the water of OrientalMindor.
due tb the sinkin of the ill-fated M
Pringess Empres .

s~nator Cynt ia Villar,head of th
Sena e panel, sai she firmly believe~
some officials of both agencies hav
a lia ~lity on th issue considerin
they are in cha ge of the issuance

lof pe mits and gulating maritime

lmoveFents in t e country .
. M~rina, the ountry's maritime

regulator, had e rIier claimed that
.' RDCReieldMari e Services, Inc., the i
'~ owner of the vess 1, had no permit to

.,-to't'_,~_! jl! I.
l;

sail but that it filed an amend d c -
tificate of public convenience CP

But the PCG,in response, os
documents on social media see
ing to discredit the Marina ie's
statements.

"Hindi ko alam kung sa ci Is
vice yan eh, kasi mga gover m t
officials sila and employees ( dO~1
know if this will fall under t ci I
service law because they ar go T
ernment officials and employ es , '
Villar said in an interview on a i
DZBB,on Sunday, March 19. I

"Hindi ko pa nare-revie yu
civil service; ang ni-rereview am
ngayon ay yung pananagut n
may-ad ng bapor sa tao na ap I

hirapan nila (I haven't review d t
civil service regulations; what e a I

reviewing right now is the liab~ity ,
the owner of the ship to thejlOP
w~o suffered) because of this 's I

said. I
Nevertheless, Villar said s ,b

lieves aside from RDC,both rri
and pCG ShOUld.also face liabl iti
for the oil spill.

"Meron 'yan ...Syempre . ro
(Tiley have liability, of course he 1
is)," Villar said. .

"Re-reviewhin ko pa yun pa I
nanagutan ng government of 'cia
na nag cause nitong problema g it I

(I will review the liabilities th
government officials that cause thi I

problem)," the senator assure.
Asked if she sees possible 01,

lusion on the part of these off ~ial
and the ship owner, Villar ~ai
there should be concrete evi Jnc
to prove it.

_ "Mahirap magsaIita kasitay na

---~---
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man, kahit pakiramdam lang natin
(na melon), pero (It's difficult to say
because on our part, even if we feel
there is, still) we have to prove it,"
the senator said.

Villaralso said the panel will co -
tinue its hearings on the Mindoro oil
spill even after the Senate goes into
necess for the HolyWeek.

The Senate's plenary session will
adjourn on March 25 and will resume
on May 8, 2023.

But for now, she said, the panel is
looking into the accountability of the
owner of the MT Princess Empress,
which was reported to be a rebuilt
scrap ship.

VIllar said RDC.is a small com-
pany, and may not have sufficient
assets to payoff its obligatlons to
the people of Mindoro and the dam-
age to the environment that the oil

. spill caused. '
"Angproblema nila, maliit silang

kumpanya. Kahit maski ibigay nila
lahat ng pag-aari ng kumpanya eh
tingin ko kulang pa (kabayaran) sa
naging cause'nito (Their problem is,
they are a small company. Even if
they give all the company's property,
I think it is still insufficient (com-
pensation) for this)," she said.

"Maliit eh, billion ang halaga nito.
Kasi yung nawalan ng trabaho, mga

. fishermen ...'I'apos yung damage pa
sa ating coral reefs, sa ating tour-
ism...lahat, rnalaki yun (It's a small
company, yet this costs billions. He
has to take into account those who
lost their livelihood, the fishermen ...
Then the damage to our coral reefs,
on our tourism ...everything, that's a
huge amount)," Villar pointed out.

"Malaki ito, baka hindi niya kaya
ito. Maba-bankrupt siya dito (This is
huge; they might not be able to make
it. They willgo bankrupt here)," she
pointed out. __ ~'..LI_,--_
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Compens rion claims
The owner 0 the ill-fated MT

Princess EmpressE'll be flooded with
compensation cl ims as a result of
the oil spill, and ightfully so. .

Surigao del S r znd district Rep.
Iohriny Pimentel, said that the law
"imposes strict li bility for pollution
damage resulting from spills of per-
sistent oil from ta kers, and ensures
compensation fo those who suffer

I economic losses r incur costs due
to the toxic disch rges."

"We expect th oil tanker's owner
to be swamped ith compensatton
claims from indiv duals and entities
harmed by the sp 11,including those
forced to conduct their own Cleanup
activities," Pime tel, a member of
the powerful COjmiSSion on Ap-
pointments (CA), aid.

The veteran s Ion cited Republic
Act (RA)No. 9483, or the OilPollution
Compensation La of 2007.

Phnentel, a H~use Ecology Com-
mittee member, s id owners of tank-
ers that cause oil pollution .damage
are legally respon ible for:

• Costs inc rred in cleanup
operations at sea or on shore,
including xpenses for pre-
ventive m asures;

• Conseque ialloss or loss of
earnings s ffered by owners
or users of roperty contami-
nated or d maged;

• Pure economic loss or loss of
earnings sa·stained by people,
even if the.Vroperty contami-
nated or d~amaged does not
belong to tern;

• Damage to human health or
loss of life; and

• Environmental damages and
measures of restoration.

The unmitigat~ oil spill disaster
also exposed howl ill-equipped the.
country is in res onding to such~------~----------~~~

!

disasters, sai A I Party-list Rep.
Wilbert T. Le

As such, L atting for the al-
location of m ds for the acqui-
sition of boo other equipment
for oil spill c. tal ment.

"Mas m Hi. tayong maka-
kapag-respo e I ganitong sakuna
kung mayr n yong sapat na
kagamitan ( av g these equip-
ment will all u: 0 respond fastE!r
to these acci en ," the neophyte
congressma sa in a statement
Sunday, Mar lit1 .

"Dahil s l'ka ulangan natin,
patuloy na ~si ~ a ang mahala-
gang likas- im ,at nawawalan
ng kabuhaya a I mga kababayan
nating nakaa ri lalo na ang mga
mangingiSda] h I estruction of our
natural resou ces, s well as the loss
of livelihood IOU I eople, especially
the fisherme c tinue because of
the lack of t ese I quipment)," he
said.

The Philip ast Guard (PCG)
has admitted i do not have enough
equipment t ha I Ie the oil spill
caused by M P i cess Empress,
which sank in he ters off Oriental
Mindoro-on eb. while carrying
800,000 liter ~f i. ustrial fuel oil.

The Japan e g ernment, which
has sent an ei ht . an team to help
the Philippi g ernment's task
force, has als 0 itted to provid-
ing equipmen s I as oil blotters,
oil snares, a ~ 0 -proof working
gloves, to aid t e c n-up of affected
coastal baran ays, I .

The United Sta ~. (US) and South
Korea also c ted to help the
country.

Lee said tha th
not always rel on
and should w k
necessary eq ip
such disaster

hilippines can-
e help of others,
ard having the

nt to deal with
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Th~ governm nt should ackn wledge that a
nat~'onal em gency already xists as a result
of t e oil spi I considering its widespread effect
on t e liveli bod of affected esidents and
ultiFately, t e economy . J

~

the slick fr mMTPrincess Em 'eSS spreads all over the
Visa as regio.n, t eatening 0 cause ~ unprecedented marine
dis ter, what h become notable i the piecemeal response
from those bei relied on for a quic response.

~ile stakeh lders urge the de laration of a national
emergency consi ering the enormity 0 the economic and health
backlash from t e oil spill, he respo e is moving too slowly.

Tle govern ent should ackno ledge that a national
em~~gencyalrea yexists as a result fthe oil spill considering
its 1despread ef ect onthe livelihoodof affected residents and
ultimately,the ec nomy,an industry ve eran told Daily Tribune.

~ency head .have not called a .eeting and it is alre~dy
twoweeks after leaked fromMTP ncess Empress, carrying
800,000 liters of industrial otl, whic sank in the waters off
Na~. ,n, Oriental Mindoro. .

e' sinking c used a massive oil spill that prompted the
pro :. cial gover ent to declare a state of calamity in 77
coas al baranga . .

"I~as alread suggesting even on ay 2 that this is going to
be a disaster of ational pr portions but nobody took action
or ev n would t e notice," a veteran' the maritime industry
india'c ted. '

e situation s for immediate a ion from the government
since industrial had started to see out of the vessel.

E vironment Secretary Maria ntonia Yulo-Loyzaga
estimated that th spillage is about 35, 00 to 50,000 liters a day.

"Thefuel sho up on the beach is of a thicker substance
compared to the el oil used by the anker and the situation
has~become very dangerous," an ind stry-veteran told Daily
Tri ne.

"Asummit sh uld be called by the government that should
include internati al experts. The Japanese came but they only
sent a~visers. Th Department of Tra portation has been too
slow to respond," according to the so ceo .

1
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GE DATE= "Tht ap ese wanted to know w~at kin 0 as. istance it
can pro lIe d sent experts, .:guess they wanted to knowwhat
kind of sis ance is needed [rom them," he said.

Jap is t ~nearest when ~ comes to internet on Istandard
oil reco ry ~Uipment.

The t sunk to about 1,000 feet which m ke it require
sophisti equipment to suction off oilfrom the beleaguered
tanker·1 .
Pri fnpress is not even a brand-new tanker but was

appare y sembled from p'leces of old tankers.
"I thl it i~~ery importan .to determine the real age of the

tanker s ce ~~P owners alwilYSlie about it. The' e I • e may
not eve e hand new," the source indicated.

Int'l standard for tankers
CI sification Socie iY or OCS certificate should be
he vessel owner. "The OCSseeks the submission of
of t e supposedly bland new vessel and will certify
e y supervised the construction anr' check if all
se ere properly classed," the source indicated.
ust source said tlie vessel can be comp ired to a
eli "There is talk that second-hand steel v used

and that e aterpillar engine's in it may not be brand new."
Tank s Iso undergo S 1m which stands for Ship's

Inspectio R ~\ortwhich invo ves the audit of oil companies
on vesse on charter,

"Unde SI E, the vessel, its owners, and its managers are
vetted. q' co panies have their requirement sometim ~shigher
than clas ~, especially Sell," according to the industry
source. I

It was ou d that the vess II was chartered by a it of
conglome te .an Miguel CorP.

SL Ha or ~ulk' Terminal Corporation, under SMC unit
San Migu I S lrping and Li terage, chartered RDC Reield
Marine S . s to ship the 8~n,oooliters of Industzial fuel
through t e MT Princess Empress that sank off t ie coast
of Orient M] doro.

SIREis su y required in tUe,charter contract. C arterers
put the c dit on in the contraet that "vessels and managers
must have IR approved by a laJor."

As a sl 0 qooperation among oil companies, approval by
one major is recognized b r the others.

In the . 'ijpines, it is practiced by oil majors Shell, Caltex
and Petro

"I don'
Petron.1t
chartered

---- II

kn if Princess ~mpress secured SI E from
po sible, (the) vessel.does not have 01e ' it was

y S Bulk, a subsidiary of SMC,"the sourc added.



~

PAG

1I11E: 1 -'--======t---I==.-=============H---+F==----1-- --- ::.:.::=::::c= 1

.•.~-~ STR '1"1-:(;1('

~ - CO~ MliNICtlTION
••••.~ ANI)-r-ezz: IN I"!' ,ITIVIiS

~ SfRICI-:~

I

I

- ,Ii '; . ,-
,
I J I I / r " J\ ! r

I ! \

II
, .I• I t / I
l j ), I j ,

r , _I •_,J -~Ia' II" .,....\.rX.:-J:;:;z:;r.!~;:::::li£:mDl

Oil spill posiJ)J~DgItlDlabot
saPuer!o Gal~~a,1~~t~lngas
Inihayag ng isang educator mule sa L n versity of

the Philippines Marine Science In titut UP-MSI)
na maaaring umabot sa Puerto Gal ra c ~atangas
ang oil spill mula sa lumubog na oto anker sa
Oriental Mindoro. i

Ayon kay UP-MSI associate. pro ass ~Dr. Irene
Rodriguez, sa isinagawang project n k nakailan,
base na rin sa agos ng tubig at ihi~ rg Igin, bu-
magal ang Amihan at patungo na pa-nort a Verde
Island passage. I

"Based on projections, ang oil sli lk a osibleng
madala towards the north. So, pa rila ang di-
reksyon n9 oil slick at ito ay maaari ~_m~kaapekto
sa munisipalidad 0 coastal environme~ts n f,alapan,
Puerto Galera, at areas sa Batangas, ' ani riguez,
sa panayam sa radyo nitong Linggo I .

Noong Biyernes, una naman nan kim pirma ni
Oriental Mindoro Governor Humerlit 00.1 na ang
oil spill mula sa lumubog na MT Pri es~ rnpress
ay umabot na sa Calapan City. ' I

Sinabi naman ni Mayor Rocky II ga~ a hang-
gang nitong Huwebes ay hindi pa n ma ito naka-
kaabot sa Puerto Galera 0 nakaka pe sa mga
isda doon. I

Upang mapigilan naman ang'lalo "an! agkalat
ng oil spill, iminungkahi ni Rodrigue na aglagay
ng mga fireproof spill booms at sunu in a langis.

"Certain volume lang, hindi 'yu 9 k ahatan.
Maghihiwalay ka lang ilangVOlumes,2 ~Oo< 30,000
liters, mula sa major oil slick. Kapag na ala sa mas
kalmadong lugar ng dagat, saka siya s indi n...and
then repeat again the process," paliw ag niya.

Sinuportahan din niya ang panuka ng gbawa-
Ianmuna ang malalaking barko na du aar a Verde
Island dahil ikinukonsidera itong sel ro I marine
biodiversity.

Matatandaang may kargang indus ial ft Ioil ang
MT Princess Empress nang lumubo ito sa kara-
gatang sakop ng Oriental Mindoro dah sa r lalalakas
na alon noon9 Pebrero 28. (Mer Lay~ n)
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'BLENG ",,&bot.sa panosong tourist d finati n
a Puerto Galli's ang on spllJ mula sa Jumubo am.

or tan~ersa NauJan,OrIental Mindoro.
Ito ang sinabi ni University of the Philippine ari

cience Institute (UP-MSI) essocate professor Dr, I e R

~

riguez, kung saan ipinaliwanag niya na sa kanilangnak _
uling Pagtaya, ang water current at galaw ng hangi ~y p _

ungo sa Verde Island passage, at pahilaga,
"BasJd on projections, ang oil slick ay posibleng dal

tQwards tre north, So, pa-hilaga ang direksyon ng oi ick10 ay maaaring makaapekto sa munisipalidad 0 coa I en
onments og Calapan, Puerto Galera, at areas sa tan
s,' ayon kay ROdriguez,

Matatandaang kinumpirrna ni Oriental Mindoro G mo
menito Dolor na ang oil spill ay nakarating na rin s ala

p n City, na malapit na halos sa Puerto Galera.
Kasuflod nito, nilinaw naman ni Mayor Rocky lIa ng

n sabing bayan na hindi pa nakaaabot sa Puerto Gal ang
oi spill at hindi pa apektado ang pangingisda sa luga ,

Ayon sa Department of Tourism, mayroon nang ~ tou-
ris sites sa probinsya ang naaP9l<tuhan IIIoil spill m la sa
I ubog na MT Princess Empress 1lOO'll Pebrero 8 na

y kargang 900,000 litro ng industrial tuaf oil. JfIT
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By LUJ A CABATO

More pi! slicks could reach
the coast of Calapan City,

__ L_~ _

M re ...
(Fro Page 1)

"Oi spill trajectories for March
16 to 2 show a northward shift
with ala pan possibly receiving
most of the oil from March 20
to 22 ' it said in a bulletin last
Satu ay.

Mo eover, the westward
curr nts along the coast of
nort rn Mindoro towards the
Verd Island Passage were also
seen 0 be more evident during

this same period.
"The 'amihan' (northeast

monsoon) winds, which
contained· most of the oil to
the coasts of auhan and Pola
in the previous weeks, are now
more variable, allowing the oil
to spread northwards," UP MSI
added.

The institute noted that the
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mi n season has a crucial
role in how the oil slicks can
affe t the biodiversity of the
Ver e Island Passage.

"I is critical to stop the
ee ge before the end of the
mi an season, otherw se more

critial biodiversity areas along
the erde Island Passage may be
affe t.fd," it said.



L .e called or the pIlocurelI1lentof oil spill containment
equipment fter the Philippine Coast Guard admitted th
lafks the e uipment to dea with the oil spill now wreaki
havoc on P illpplna waters .

Groups have called for
accountabllfty not only from the ship
operator but also from San Miguel
for chartering the ship allegedlr
without unde,['taking due diligence.
According I~OAssociate Professor

BY EDJEN OLIQ INO waters. Dr. Irene Rodriguez of the University
@tr'burtePhCeaAteamfrOmJapanhasco"toofthePhiliPpines Marine Science

the Philippines, with its equip nt, Institute, the oil may reach Puerto
lawmake on Sunday pushe to help the PCG in containing th oil Galera and Batangas,

Congress to al ocate mor funds for spill off Oriental Mindoro. Meanwhile, Rep. Johnny Pimentel
resb

l
urces that could help mitigat~ Among the equipment bro ght of Surigao del Sur stressed .hat

the effects of an-made disastsr], by members of the Japanese Cast coastal communities affected by the
lik~ the 900,00 liters of San Migu I Guard were oil blotters, oil sn res oil spill should be compensated by
oil.fPilling ou of the s nken M and oil-proof working gloves. those responsiible.
Pripcess Emp ess vessel. The United States and So th "Weexpect the oil tanker's 0 -ner

4,gri Partyli t Rep. Wilbert Le Korea have also committed to I to be swamped with compensation
sai;'he MT rincess Bmpres helping the Philippines deal Ith claims from individuals and entities
dis r has exp sed "howillequippa the oil spill from the ship charte ed harmed by the spill, including those
we re in respo ding to thr ats to 0 by San Miguel from an operator s~id forced to conduct their own cleanup
aqu~tic resour es due to il spills.' to be lacking a Certificate of Put)hc activities," he I aid.

Specifically, Lee called for the Convenience. 'I! Environmenl alists like those nom
proourement of il spill containment MT Princess Empress had sai ed the Protect the lVt~rdeIsland Passages
equipment afte the Philippine Coast nine times without the Cl'C t t ~aid San Migu I should also be neld
Guard admitte that it lacks the would have made its operations n criminally and civilly aycountable.
equi ment to d al with th~ oil spill Philippine waters legal. Members of Congress have been
now wreaking avoc o"",n~pf'i~li~p::::in4-~--i...o~_~ ~ft--+1l=a::ki:::n~g..:..a::.:c=ti:.::.o~n,toprovid~ assistance
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ilspill equip nt bu(lget, s

and prope the circumstan
surrounding the sinking of t e
one-year-old ship.
The ill-fated tanker sank off

coast of Nauian, Oriental Mind
on 28 February 2023. .
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By Macon Ramos-
Araneta a d Rio N.Araja

SJ¥NATORB ng Revilla urged the
g3vemment 0 fr the weekend to in-,
ve tigate the socketing prices of
basic comm ities in many towns
or.Oriental M' doro, following the
0111 spill caus by the MT Prince
Bmpress, whic sank off the Naujan
coast with 8 ,000liters of indus-

,~
tqal fuel on Fe .28.

This as Pol Oriental Mindoro
Mayor Jennifi Cruz appealed for
a~ alternative .velihood program
f her consti ents as the impact
o f.heoil slick worsens.

"Right no it's getting harder
Next page

DIRE WA ~ING. The UR
Marine Science nstitute's latest
tralectory of th oil spill shows it is
critical to stop t e seepage before
the end ofthe mihan season to
prrvent the oil lick from reaching
Verde Island Pa age.

Iy affected by the massive oil
spill from esunkenMTPrincessEmpress
in Oriental . doro are entitled to compen-
sation ~e tanker's owner. 'Thelaw
imposes 5 iet liability for pollution damage
resulting spills of persistent oil from
tankers, ensures compensation for
those who -~u/fereconomic losses or incur
costs due !~the toxic discharges," he said.
"We ex the oil tanker '5 owner to be
swamped ith compensation claims from
individuals d entities harmed by the spill,
includfg ose forced to con~1Jcttheir own
deanup ities," ,

• Agri -list Rep. W lbert Lee on
Sunday ba for the all~' on of more
timils for ms and oth equipment
fbr oil spill containment to ~Jid the dire
consequen of maritime di sters in the
future, "Th disaster caused by the MT
Princess E ress oil spill has xposed'how
ill-equie~ e are in respon . g to threats
UJ our aq I ic resources due u) oil spills.
This is why' I will be asking for a bigger
fund for oil spill containm t equipment
in the next b dget hearing," said, noting
iliat th~ Phil pine Coast G has admit-
t~d it d[lCS t have enough . ment toL

r---~~~~--~~-4~~L-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Wf~~~~~~~~I~milleme reL-,--1---<----_



OASTAL communitiJ versely
affected by the rnassiv 0-1 spill
fr°fU the sunkenMT i Iess

Empress ~[~ entitled to compe s tion
from the trnker's owner, acco i I g to a
lawmaker.

'.•......._-.

Rep. Johnny Pimentel of Surigao
del Sur said on Sunday that "the law
imposes s rict liability for pollution
damage resulting from spills of per-
sistent oilflromtankers, and ensures
compensation for those who suffer
economic1 sses or incur costs due to
the toxic dlscharges.~

Piment 1,who is member of the
Lower House's ecol gy committee

.-::;.

damage are legally esponsiblefor
(1) Costs incurred in cleanup opera-
tions at s a or on shore, including
expenses for preventive measures;
(2) Consequential loss or loss of .
earnings uffered by Owners or
users of pr perty co taminated or
damaged; 3) Pure conomic loss
r loss of arnings sustained by
eople, ev n if the roperty con-
aminated or dam a ed does not
elong to hem; (4) Damage to
urnan health or loss of life; and
5) Environmental damages and
easures 0 restoration.
MTPrincess Empress was carrying

00,000 lite s of industrial oilwhen
i sankoffth coastofNaujan,Orien_
t 1Mindoro on February 28, which
c used awidespread oil spill into the
I bIas Strait [

Owned by RDC Rdield Marine
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ect heoiltanker's
owner to be swa ped with compen-
sation claims fro i dividuals and
entitiesharmedb the pill-includ-
ingthoseforcedt on ucttheirown
cleanup activitie .'

Under the O' Po ~ution Com-
pensation Lawo 20 7., or Repub-
licAct 9483, Pim nte said"owners
of tankers that t b-pollution

"l

"Services, the il
was sailing to I
when it experien
and sank.

At least 10
the provinces of
and Antique are ow ~der a state
of calamity due 0 t f spill that
has affected mo t TIn143,000
people includin 14 qoo fisher-
folk, according t t~ National

. Disaster Risk Red cti n and Man-
agement Council

Dozens ofpeop
ill due to oil toxic
55 kilometers of s
spoiled by the spill

PresidentFerdin nd .MarcosJr.
has instructed the hili pine Coast
Guard and other a nci s to inten-
sify th~ir co~tain 1 nt ~d cleanup
operatIons.

ha e also fallen
1. ith at least

Ior me already
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early 1501< P r ns

l:::d b:re~,~~ ~e nearby
town of Na an. I

In a situ tio 1 report, the
NDRRMC f'd e victims suf-
fered difficul in I eathing, head-
aches, coug cIs, fever, sore
throat, diarrh a, '" .ting, and skin
rashes, amonR ot s,

Citing kfo~!Ua' from the Pola
municipal health 0 ce, NDRRMC
said 16 have ec red while the

SOME 9 individuals, including
children, ave fallen illwhile nearly
150,0000 ers have been affected
by the oil pill caused by the sink-
~ of M Princess Empress last
February 8 off Oriental Mindoro.

The Nil ional Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management Council

. (NDRRMC) said those who ex-'
perienced illness are all fro£? Pola
town where the sunken ship 'was

, ------~----~-------~~~-

rest still being monitored,
N RRMC also reported that

32,26 families or 149,503 indi-
Vidual have been affected by the
oil spi . ,
. On ntal Mindoro had the high-
est nu ber of affected pe sons,
with 0,540 families or 10 ,567
indivi uals from 119 barang ys in
nine unicipalities falling ill.

An . ue reported 8,387 f: es
or 30, 26 individuals from four
baran ays in four municip:ilities
who h ve fallen ill. I

The e were 3,342 famili1s or
16,710 individuals from eight ba-
rangay in two municipalities who
were . ewise affected in Pal an,
ND C said.

The gency said P58.02 mipion
worth f assistance have beenlpro-
vided t those affected, including
food p cks worth P18.78 million
and P2 .09 million in cash ai1.

The cost of damage to~the
fishery ector vas pegged at P .85
million' Caluya, Antique al ne.
Negros Oriental officials earlier
said the were till determining the
extent f the il spill's dama~ to
the pro' ceo

The hilippine Coast G ard
(pCG) d other agencies contipue
to exert efforts to address thtt oil
'slick, w ich has reached the tqwn
of Cala an in Oriental Mindoro.

Calap n local officials' decl~d
a fishing ban after finding out e
oil slick as reached the town ut
lifted th ban last Saturday a ter
experts tablished that fish in e
area hay not been affected yet.

PCG aid some 35 bags of oil
tarballs ere collected in Calapan
in a coas clean-up operation. In
coordina .on WIth other agencies,
PCG sai it has also installe a
100-met r qil-s ill boom in t e
area.

Last Saturday, the PCG sai it
collected 6,803 liters of oily w ter
mixture and 65 sacksof oil-con
inated materials during its offsh e
oil spill response operations m
affected areas from March 1 to 17.

The PCG said a total of 1,726
sacks and 22 drums of waste w re
collected in the towns of Naujan,
Bulalacao, and Pola in Oriental
Mindoro during the same peri

OIL SPREADING

The University of the Phili _
pines-Marine Science Institute
(UP-MSI) said more oilleaki
from the sunken tanker is expect H
to reach the shores of Calapan C tw
in three. days.

"The latest satellite imageI
March 15 shows that oil is s
leaking out of the sunken vess ~
Oil spill trajectories for March 6
to 22 show a-northward shift, wi
Calapan possibly receiving mo 1
of the oil from March 20 to 22,"
bulletin issued by UP-MSI said la,
Saturday nighr, '

It added that the 'westward
rents along the coast of northe
Mindoro towards the Verde Islan
Passage are expected to be mar
pronounced during the same peri ,

"The Arnihan winds, whic
contained' most of the oil to th
coasts of Nauhan and Pola in th
previous weeks, are now mor
variable, allowing the oil to sprea
northwards," the UP-MSI said.

It said that authorities shoul
prioritize stopping the oil seepag
before the end of the Amiha
period to prevent it' from spread
ing further.

"It is critical to stop the seep-
age before the end of the Amihan
season, otherwise more critical
biodiversity areas along the Verde
Island Passage may be affected. We
need continuous monitorin alon

resence of oil to
. form the mod is,'' it said.

The UP-MSI also encouraged
the public to contribute geotagged
lmages using a PS camera app

~

that coordina s can be used as
tarting locations for the oil in new

I odd forecasts.
"Please submi t ese geotagged

~

ages through t:Ji is form: https:/ /
it.ly/MTPE_GPS," it added.
'the . spill eaten the ec _

system and coasi a communities
ip southern Luzo ,j as well as the
livelihood of fish men in affected
areas,

FECTED
I

Eleven more c ):tstal barangays

~

ve been affected by the oil spill,
It .sing the total, 131, the De-

rtrnent of Soc .a1Welfare and
eveloprnent (D:''WD) revealed
sterday.
11. report by the SWD-Disaster
sponse Opera' ns Monitoring

00. Information enter showed
a: a total of 3 69 families or

49,503 persons om 131 baran-
ys in Regions B (Mimaropa)

rid VI- (Western Visayas) have
~en affected.
Of the affected
~ in Oriental
a,lawanand four '

~

total of P25
~ istance has be
¢ affected familie lncluding P23

. 'onfromtheD 'ffi,P444,039
f1 om the LGUs, 1464,940 fromf."government prganizations

Os), and P80 ,066.08 from
o er private partn 'r.

As of March 1 , the DSWD
h S distributed 82,6 ()family food
packs in Oriental oro, includ-
i 23,180 to fis 'men, while
5 85 beneficiarie n Oriental

oro and Palawan were .t>ro-
vi d financial assis nee through

--
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In ividuals in Crisis Situations
(AI S) amounting to a total of
Pl .109 million. .

total of 1,101 people from
and Bulalacao in Oriental
oro also received theft wages
ve days of work under the
for work program or a total

of 1.954 million.
T e DSWD said it still has

P2. 56 billion worth of funds
(p75 .9 million) and stockpiles of
foo and non-food relief items
(pl. billion) on standby and ready

stribution.

STANDS GROUND

Se . Cynthia Villar yeste ay re-
iterat d that the ill-fated MT Prin-
cess mpress had no authority to
opera e even ~.. the PCG showed
doc ents stating otherwisf.

In radio interview, Villar said
her b is for saying that Mll Prin-
cess mpress had no permit to
opera e was a written report given
to he by the Maritime Industry
Autho .ty (Marina) after the vessel
sank I t February 28.

"It's a written report. So, after I
read it, I called Marina to ask if this
is real. They (Marina) admitted it
was tr e. It's a written report, not
verbal, , Villar said.

The enate Committee on, En-
viron ent, Natural Resources,
and Cli ate Change led by yillar
conduc ed its first hearing OIl the
sinking of MT Princess Empress
last Tu sday.

D . g that hearing, Villar said
that C Reield Marine Services
(ROC), the owner of MT Prin-
cess E press, has a certificate of
public c nvenience (CPC) but the
ill-fated er as yet to be issued
a permit to operate since it has not
yet been' 'eluded in the company's
amende CPC.

RDC ice Preside t Fritzie ee

admitted during the hearin
the tanker has not yet been i
an authority to operate a
company applied amendme
its CPC only last Novembe an
started to submit the docum3StarJI
requirements only last Dece bed

Hernani Fabia, Marina a .s-1
trator, said RDC has yet to corn-
plete its papers in the amendments
to its CPC. He added the com any'
was not issued a special per .t to
operate or a temporary per 't to
operate because the compan did
not apply for one.

Later that day, however, the
PCG posted on its Twitter acc unt
documents showing that RD has
a CPC, which included the T
Princess Empress on its supp sed
amended ere.

PCG spokesman Rear A m.
Armand Balilo said their persRn-
nel checked the boat before it eft
Bataan, adding: ''As far as we e
concerned, they submitted to ~s
(a CPC). Whether that's valid 0 if
they made a misrepresentation, e
are looking into that."

Villar said it would be. uncl at
how RDC got a permit for MJ'
Princess Empress to sail with ~t
proper 'authorities issuing one.

"How can it have a permit 0

operate if Marina will not it gr t
it? Marina is the one issuing p ~-
mits to operate. Why will the co~~t
guard say that RDC has a per~t
to operate. Maybe it's fake," Villr
said, adding she will schedule a -
other hearing after the Holy Wee

She said she also saw a coa t
guard report showing a lot 0
"missing" items in its checklist r J

garding the MT Princess Empress.
"I have seen a written report

from the coast guard that showed
there were many missing items.
It was written in that coast guar
report. They should be makin
excuses and that the should b

0 0 0 0
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talking with each other. If th e
were lapses, just admit that they
erred," Villar said.

"It was confirmed by Marina
that it really h s no permit. T e
company has a permit but each
time you add a ship to your fleet,
you have to get a permit for t
particular ship. MT Princess E -
press started tel sail in 2022 eve
without the per tit to operate.
company has a permit to operat
but that parti ular vessel whi
sank has none. They should get·
permit for that," she added.

She said she also received an
"informal report" that the ill-
fated ship was built in Bataan by
a small company that authorities
said was not capable of building
an oil ~nkei'.

Villar said she did not disclose
this information during the com-
mittee hearing since it has yet to be
backed with evidence.

She said there 1;\1'llS also an infor-
mal report the ship was overloaded
since its capacity was only 800,000
liters but actually carried 900,000
liters.

She said RDC is also account-
able for the oil spill but doubts if
it can compensate all those affected

"The problem is it (RDC) is
a small company and even if it
gives all its assets, that will not be
enough. It will need billions of pe-
9S because there are thousands of

~shermen affected, and it will have
o pay them for at least six months.

en the damage t9 the coral reefs,
ourism, and other others. It will
eed a lot of mot~ey and I think

~ey cannot afford lt; the company
~ go bankrupt)," she said.

She said the $1 billion insurance
claim of RDC may r:.otbe granted
s ce MT Princess Empress has no
I gal documents to operate. - With

shzel Hacbero, iocelyn Mon-
t ayor, and Raymond Africa

I
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Kumpanyang sangkot sa oil ~~piU,l
dapat magbigay din ng ay4da I

_11II
Hinimok ni ACT-CIS Congo Edvic lap . 9

umpanya ng lumubog na MT Princess mp ISS
a magbigay din ng ayuda sa mga naap kt n
9 oil spill sa Mindoro.

Ayon kay Congo Yap, "napapansi k a
awang gobyerno lang ang nagbibigay n a ~a
a mga biktima ng oil spill at walang pa ns 10
an lang ang kumpanya ng barko". I
"Kahit man lang tig-tw6 kilos na an 9

igas, siguro makakatulong na sa mqa bik i a
to", ani Yap.

Dagdag pa ng mambabatas, "kara~iha Illba
aman sa mga apektado ay pangingi da ~ 9
anap-buhay. Iam surewala silang kita ga ~".

Panabol ni Yap dapat na ring bili~an rg
lean-up para hindi na umabot sa iba ~~ng la.

---
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"Magbigay din ng ayuda
sa mga naapektuhan ng oil
spill sa Mindoro" .

Ito ang ginawang pag-
himok ni ACT-CIS Cong.
Edvic Yap sa kumpanya
ng lumubog na MT Prin-
cess Empress.

Napapansin umano ni
Yap na pawang gobyemo
Jangang nagbibil?ilY ng ayWa
sa mga biktima ng oil spill
at walang pakunswelo man
lang ang kumpanya ng
barko. .

"Kahit man lang tig-
two kilos na lang ng bigas,
siguro makakatulong nil
sa mga biktima dahil ang
karamihan sa mga apek-
tado ay pangingisda ang
hanap-buhay 'na waIang
kita. Pahabol ni Yap dapat
na ring bilisan ang clean-
up para hindi na umabot
sa iba pang isla.

Matatandaan na noong
Pebrero 28 ay lumubog ang
Mf Princess Empress sa
dagat na sakop ng Naujan,
Oriental Mindoro karga
aog 900,000 litro ng indus-
1rialfuel oil sa laIim na 400
metro. -Doris Franche-
Borja-
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ment for oil spill contain-
ment.'

"The law imposes strict
liability for pollution dam-
age resulting from spills of
persistent oil from tankers,
and ensures compensation
for those who suffer eco-
nomic losses or incur costs
due to the toxic discharg-
es," Pimentel said. .

"We expect the oil tank-
er's owner to be swamped

SURIGAO del ur Rep.
J~hnny Pimentel on Sun-
djlYsaid coastal commu-
~ties adversely affected
by the massive il spill
from the sunken;J T Prin-
c~ss Empress are~~~~titled
tq compensatio ~m the
tanker's owner' s AGRI
Party-list Rep. ilbert T.
Lee called for the alloca-
tion of more funds for
booms and other equip-'~r----=~~=-------~~~~----~~

I . I .pensation c aims
viduals and enti-
ed by the spill,
those forced to
eir own cleanup
," Pimentel,
ol~gy committee
said.

aid his proposal
d the dire conse-
f maritime disas-
e future.
II Ponce Pacpaco
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ompensa ion for oil
By Ryan Ponce

Pacpaco
GAO del Sur Rep-

rese tative Johnny Pi-
men el yesterday said
coas communities ad-
vers Iy affected by the
mas ive oil spill from the
sun en MT Princess
Emp ss are entitled to
com ensation from the
tank r's ow;ner as AGRI
P -listR~p. WilbertT.
Lee alled for the alloca-
tion of more funds for
boo s and other equip-
men for oil spill con-
tain ent.

elawimposesstrict
liabi tyforpollutiondam-
ager ulting from spills of
persi tent o~ from tank-
ers, nd ensures compen-
satio forthosewhosuffer
econ mic losses or incur
cost, due to the toxic dis-
char es," Pimentel said.

"We expect the oil tanker's
ownertobeswampedwith
compensation claims from
individuals and entities
harmed by the spill, in-
cluding those forced to
conduct their own clean-
up activities," added Pi-
mentel ..

Lee said his proposal
will avoid the dire conse-
quences of maritime di-
sasters in the future.

'The disaster caused by
the MT Princess Empress
oil spill has exposed how
ill-equipped we are in re-
sponding to threats to our
aquatic resources due to
oil spills. Kaya't hihingin
po natin na magbigay ng
mas malaklngpoftdo para
sa oil spill containment
equipment sa susunod na
budget hearing," said Lee.

Lee said the Philip-
pines cannot always rely
on the help of others, and
should work towardshav-
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d folk sought
PA and Western Visayas
have also been affected as
of March 14, according to
the :>.

UnderfheOil Pollution
Compnsation Law of
2007, or Republic Act No.
9483, Pimentel said own-
ers of t:lnkers that cause
oil pollution damage are
legallyn sponsiblefor:

Costsmcurredfnclean-
up operations at sea or on
shore.includingexpenses
for preventive measures;
Conseq uentialloss or loss
of earnings suffered by
owners orusersofproper-
ty contjlrninated or dam-
aged; Pure economic loss
or loss of earnings sus-
tained 'Y people, ev~n if
the property contarmnat-
ed or damaged does not
belong to them; Damage
to hum, Inhealth or loss of
life; and Environmental
damagesand measures of
restora~LOn. .- ..• '
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Fishing ban sa Cal,
tina ggal na, paliligo 'dl

MAAARI ~a uli mangisda sa makalunok n~ t
baybayin g Calapan sa Orieri. nito sa balat.
tal Mind? 0 makaraang alisin Ani Ussarn, si
na ang fi~l ing ban dito dahil sa ekperto na wala r,g
oil spill n~ dulot ng paglubog ng sa baybayin da~ilan
MT PrinCEff, Empress. ang ban sa p.an~ngi

G9,yunT n, iginiit ni Calapan Samantala( p
City Admi istrator Atty. Ray- aniya ang pa am
mund Uss m na bawal pa rin emergency as ist
ang palilig sa mga baybayin ng naapektuhang m
Barangay Navotas, Maidlang at 20,540 pamilya mu
Silonay da il sa posibilidad na dito.

--~ __ ~~o~~ ~

uro ng mga
s ng oil spill

,ara alisin nila
a rito.
loy naman
agi nila ng
ce sa mga

gingisda at
sa 10 bayan
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Fishing ban sa Orienta
inalis sa gitna ng 0"1

INALIS na noong Saba-
do ang fishing ban na ipi-'
nataw sa Calapan, Orien-
tal Mindoro kasunod ng oil
spill mula sa paglubog ng
MT Princess Empress.

Pahayag ni Calapan City
Administrator Atty. Ray-
mund Ussam, inalis ang
fishing ban matapos iulat ng
mga eksperto na waiang
indikasyon ria apektado ng
oil spillangmga isdasa Iugar;,-..-----J~""'-_4H!l---

Gayunpaman, ipinag-
babawal pa rin ang pag-
langoy sa baybayin ng
Barangay Navotas, Maid-
lang, atSilonay.

Sinabi pa ni Atty. Us-
sam na patuloy silang
magbibigay ng emergency
assistance para Sa mga
apektadong mangingisda at
residente sa Calapan City.

Base sa datos ng Pro-
vincial Disaster Risk Re-
duction Management Of-
fice, nasa 20,540 pamilya
sa 10 bayan ang naapek-
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Mindoro oi spill threatens
long-term ishsupply, key
marine bio iiversity area
THE CONTI~UED iI spill from the sunken vessel
off the waters of r aujan, Oriental Mindoro will
have a long-term impact on fish supply and other
marine resources, particularly in the Verde Island
Passage (VIP), a jarine expert said.

In II radio inte~iew, Irene B. Rodriguez, associ-
ate professor at th University of the Philippines-
Marine Science Ins itute (UP-MSI), said that the oil
slick has been see1 moving northwards where VIP
is located.

"The long-term impact if the oil (spill) reached
Verde Island, this", ill create an impact to our
source of food and diversity area because the
Verde Island Passa e is known as center of marine
biodiversity," she sid.

Marine resouro s, she noted, will immediately
die upon contact w th the oil slick.

The tanker MT J rincess Empress was carrying
800,000 liters of inf~ustrial oil when it sank off
Oriental Mindoro, 0 e of the five provinces sur-
rounding the VIP.

The passage, th body of water between
Batangas and Mind ro, has the highest concentra-
tion of coastaffishe ,corals, crustaceans, mollusks,
seagrasses, and ma groves in the world. .

It is also home t endangered and threatened
species such as the awskbill turtle, whale sharks,
manta rays, sea co~ s or dugong, among others.

Ms. Rodriquez died UP-MSI's projections that
the oil slick may rea h the coastal communities of
Calapan City, capita' of Oriental Mindoro, and the
provinces of puerto~alera and Batangas.

The projections re based on information on
water currents and ind power.

The direction of ~he oil spill is affected by the
weakening northeasf monsoon or locally called
amihan, she said.

In its latest bulletin, the trajectory models from
the UP-MSI showed \hat more oil spill might reach
Calapan City from March 20 to 22 as it moves
towards the north.

Fish output froT Oriental Mindoro in 2022
.reached 6,497.49 ~_etric tons (MT), a 33.35%
decrease from 9,749.14 MT a year earlier,~ ~--~~~~~~~
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based onl ta f 1m' the Philippine Statistics
Authorit~ SA

The voll he 0 sh supply from Bata n9as last
year was 90' 7.4C T. also down by 19A1% from
9,749.14M~i 20 1

Earlier, t p Bu J~u of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources sale hat ~ fish supply from the affected
areas will n hav n impact on a national scale.

"It is criti I to ~ p the seepage before lhe end of
the amihal s sson herwise more Cfiticailli Ddiversity

. areas alon~ t Ver Island Passagemay be affected,"
saidUP-MSI.

The insti lIe a so encouraged the public to
contribute f nev ode I forecasts by ui;ing a GPS
camera aPtl atio s it provided geota9ged im-
ages. Thes ill b sed as "starting locat'ons for
the oil." - l~lde Joy Talavera
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lorinated C rbazol
eir Biosynthe ic Gene
ptomyces tubbataha-
Novel Actin] mycete

lu Sea, PhiIiEfjJines,"
cialized meta~olites"

covered" mar, ne bac-
been profile , using

ry and nuclei r mag-
nalyses follo' red by
icancer and 'oxicity

Fili ino scienti s have discovered
arin bacteria in sediments of Tub-

b taha Reef in the ulu Sea that can be
d vel oped into po~rful antibiotics and
a ti-c4~ncer compqunds, the Depart-

ent 0 Science and echnology (DOST)
r veal d.

The DaST ~afd ~ s research team in
II ilo ity' s Univer ity of San Agustin
( SA), led by thre~"Balik Scientists,"
u cov ed the ma ine bacteria's po-
te tial at the Tubb taha Reefs Natu-
r 1 Pa , which t United Nations
E ucational, Scien ific and Cultural
a ganJ:' ation had I eclared a World
H rita] e SiJe.1

he m a i ine ba teria touted to
co tai antibacteri 1 and anti-cancer
pr pertj'es has been amed 5 (Strepto-
m ees) Ubb~tahanen~~iS' after the place
were i was discov ed, home to 1,200
m rine species and ne of the Philip-
pi es' 91dest and m' st well-protected
m rine '~cosystems. I

eading the reSt arch team were
in p,mb~nt balik sci tist, Dr. Errtman-
ue Lor nzo de los S ntos, and former
U ted tates-based ientist-couple Dr.
Jo 1Safudes and D Doralyn Dalisay.

alik ~cientists!ref to Filipinos who
lef the~tountry and] acquired knowl-
ed e an expertise a road, then bring
th ba k with theDil to serve under
the aus ices of the qpST and partner
ins ~tuti ns. ,

:t'te DOST revealelthat the success-
ful esea{ch team was Iso composed of
Ch 'ckri Tenebro, D a Joanne Trono,
Lex Alik BaIida, Le Katrine Bayog,
Jul nna Bruna, Edn' Sabido and Dion
Pa CasIe.

eir esearcH pap on S. iubbataha-
nen 's ha been publis ed last month in
an i ter~atiOI\al scien ific journal, the
Mic obio ogy Spectru of the American pped their Gnmts-
Soci ty f r Microbiol y. port USA' s ~ tab-

T ere earrh articl titled "Synergy klas Lunas 1"MR
bet een IGenome M~ ing, Metabolo- esonance) Labora-
mic anti Bioinfor tics Uncovers enter for Na.tural ~

~'--~~-~~--------------~--~~~~Ir-------~L---

ng bioinfor~l atics-
ining and ~ etabo-

arthed the l id d e n
ness and mined the
ical entitie' from

myces species," the
in their published

ting of novel Strepto-
marine sedimenjs of
logical niches serves
ource of anf biotic

e of drug-re~istant
ead of these super-
ncern," said . )aST
r R&D Leah uen-
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oactive compl unds
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open oppor unities
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able access to new
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fornia, San Diego, retu ne 0 the Philippi nes along with her
husband as part of the D ST's Balik Scientist program n
June 2015 to establish a r earch program on natural prod-
ucts drug discovery at th USA-C2B2, and had decided 0
stay and head the C2 2 a I lead the R&D work on mar' e

rs_e_d_i_m_e_n_t_s_i_n_h_e_r__a_Im__aLr'~a+*r_. ~I ~

Drug Disc very; Mass Spectrometry
Imaging La oratory at the Center for
ChemiGal B'ology an.d Biotechnology
(C2B2); Ce ter for Advance New Ma-
terials Engi eering and Emerg'ng Tech-
nologies, an the Center for Inf rmatics.

The USA is also the only b] bank in
t~e country ith more than 3) 00 sam-
R~esof goo bacteria collecte under
efforts led b Saludes and Dali ay with
other resear hers and scientis1

l
s.These

have all bee harvested from ifferent
parts of the hilippines with th goal of
developing ocally sourced andevel-
oped antibi tics,

. In April 019, Dalisay, who gradu-
ated cum la de from the USA with a
degree in ph rmacy, gave a presentation
at the Natio al R&D ConfereIJ:¢eat the
PICC in Ma ila, where she stressed the
need for scie tists '
and resear hers
to underta e re-
search and drug
discovery 0 the
biodiversity iches
in the countr

She note that
breakthroug an-
tibiotic ery hro-
mycin was fund
in the marin soil
off Iloilo Ci y in
1949.

Dalisay, ho
earned her as-
ter of Scien e in
Biology at the
University 0 the
Philippine -Vi-
say as, doct rate
in Microbio ogy
at Universit of
New South ales
in Australia and
a post-docto ate
fellowship to pe-
cialize on m rine
natural prod cts
chemistry at the
University of aii-
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Ecol gy group w r
us- anned COSlll
with mercury sol

HAN L. MAYUGA

[onlmayuga

ALOCA waste-and-pollution
watchdog on Sunday warned
the public against buying cos-

metics contai ing mercury that are
being 'sold ov r the counter in the
Philippines, despite already being
banned in the pnited States,

EcoWaste Coalition revealed
that it had purchased 11 skin-
lightening products made in China,
Pakistan and Thailand that were
among those found to contain
mercury by health authorities in
the states of Ca~ifornia, Minnesota
and New York. Said cosmetic items
were eventually banned in the US,
but are still being sold online and
in several local cosmetic outlets.

"We obtain d the items from
cosmetic store and from online
sellers during our market monitor-
ing," revealed Aileen Lucero, who is
the coalition's national coordinator,
"Based on the chemical screeningwe
conducted, the items are contami-
nated with high levels of mercury.
ranging from 2,230 to 58,400 parts
per million-wa above the global
limit of 1ppm."

"Ten of these products were pro-
duced in 2021 or 2022, or after the
global phase-outi 2020 ofmercury-
added cosmetics ~uch as skin-light-
ening products," Lucero explained,
"in clear defiance of the requirements
of the Minamata Convention onmer-
cury, as well as the Asean Cosmetic
Directive (ACD),"

The ACD lists mercury and its
compounds among the "substances
which must not form part of the
composition of cosmetic products,"
a decision adopted by the Asean Cos-
metic Committee in 2007, while the

\

\
\

ention sets 202C as
the "date fter hich the manufac-

or xport ofthe pro let
all wed."

roducts are already
tehealthadvisor:.es
ood and Drug AI:.,-
consumers again st
them," she added.
mercury-tainted

productsar five akistan-madecos-
metics: Cha dn Whitening Cream,
Faiza Beau y C am, Golden Pearl
BeautyCre~F.' G ree Beauty Cream
and Sanda~ Be uty Cream, They
were identif ed b the NewYorkCity
Health Dep tent as containing
the lethal c mi al,

Alsosoldl call arefourThailand-
produced ite s th mercury: 88 To-
talWhiteUI1 erar Cream,Meyyong
SeaweedSup r itening,PollaGold
SuperWhite, d owWhiteArmpit
Whitening de m Cream, They
were among hos found to contain
mercury by t e M nnesota Pollution
Control Agen a d the Minnesota
Department f H tho

Accordin to e latter: "Skin-
lightening p odu ts are rooted in
colorism de e as discrimina-
tion that pri ile slight-skinned
people over le with darker
skin:' then w ne that "skin light-
ening produc k m y contain toxic
chemicals (su ~ as ercury, hydro-
quinone and/ r st roids) that can
negatively im act the consumer's
health and fa ilyli ingin the same
space, such as chil ren or elders,"

The group a so procured two Chi-
na-made .Jiaolj Mi aculous Cream
and Jiaoli 7-Da~Speqific Eliminating
Freckle 'AB Set, which were amorig
those tested and f nd to contain
mercury by th~ Cal fproia Depart-
'merit of Healtb KCD ),
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P BABAWALSA SINGLE-
D PAT IPATUPAD SA

~

nagmamaneho
ako, . gan kong sikapin
na ma ing mahinahon at
palaging mahaba ang pisi sa
mga hipdi kanais-nais na
pangyayari sa kalye.
Mahirap-hirap na hindi

.rnainis at minsan ay magalit
pa sa mga garapal at walang galang na
pagmamaneho ng marami, apat na gulong 0
dalawang gulong man angkanilang dala

Angeinakanakakainis ay ang pagbusina
nang w~g dahilan. Inis na inis akong
mabusinahan, ngunitdmnadalas-dalas narin
akong bumusina na kinaiinisan din ng mga
inaabutan ng nakakainsultong ingay.
Nakakainis din ang mga mahilig makipag-
unahan ~ mag-cut sa linya na halos tamaan
ang b~ng sasakyang minamaneho ko.
At kapag nagsunud-sunod ang mga
~napangyayarisaka1ye,kailangang
hulihin ko ang aking sarili at sabihing,
"Kaunting /amig ng ulo," "Habaan ang

pasensya; " "Huwag papatol dahil hahaba
ang gulo at balm hindi pa maganda ang
mangyari, "

Mabuti na lang atnakakayanan ko pang
magpalamig ng ulo kaysa pumatol sa mga
walang kuwentang konsumisyon sa kalye.
Subalit, rnayroongmga kaganapan sa kalye
na halOS~· ko kayangpalampasin.

Kapag itakonggiaagawengbasuraban
angkalye, gsaannapakaraminguposng
sigarilyo rt sari-saring plastik na pambalot
ng mga~, tumitigil ako at pinupulot
ko ang upos 0plastic, styro 0anumang basura
na basta ~~~~ inihagis sa kalye at isasauli
ko ito sa ukulan na may kasabay na
maikli atrnagalangna pangaral.

Nagpapasalamat ako kung inabot ng
pagpula ng' traffic light ang pagkakalat ng
basura Tandaitonamaaari akongmagpaalala
sa pagsauli ng basura sa kinauukulan na
mayroong kasabay na munting pangaral.
Ngunit, isang munting bahagi lang ang mga
kalye at highwayna ginagawang basurahan
ng kung ami-ano, lalo na ang plastic. Paano
na ang iba't ibangtubigan mula sa mga estero
hanggang IaWa tulad ng Laguna de Bai, ang
Seven Lakes sa San Pablo City? llang
toneladangplastic ang nakalubog na sa mga
lawaatkaragatan, ilangtonelad;mgplastikna
rin ang hincti matunaw-tunaw sa mga tiyan
at bituka ng !pga isda, malaki man 0 maliit?
Hindi ba't hindi nakakatuwang makita na
napapaligiran ng sari-saring basurang plastik
ang kontrobersyal na doloniite beach sa
Roxas Bouleyard?

Kahanga-hanga ang· ipinatupad
kamakailan na pagbabawal sa paggarnit ng
single-use plastics tuwing Miyerkules at
Sabado sa Bayan ng Cordova sa Mactan
Island, Cebu City. Ginawarin ito ng siyudad
ngMandaJuyongnoongmganakaraangtaon,

ito sa simula, kayabanda
rmganakalimot~gdaJa

19 sapat na man gas at
ng plastik na hindi one-

~g-ara1an at gawin-> ang

g plastik? Sinagot na ito
bansa na nagbawal sa
e-use plastics. Eh, ang
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nating gawing tambilkan g
basura ang mga poste g
ilaw, center island, tulay t
estero."

Jto ang seryosong apela ljli
Mayor Honey Lacuna sa j~_
hat ng residente ng ManijJ~
kasabay ng kanyang anunsr
na istriktong ipatupad an
waste segregation system ~t
scheduling ng garbage cOlll
tion sa kabisera ng bansa.

Napuna ng lady mayor ~
'inilalabas na ng karamihan q~
residente ang kanilang bas\lr
ra bago pa man dumating artl
trak ng basura para kolekta
hin ito, kaya naman nagta ,
tambakan ito at nagsisilbin
eyesores.

"Araw-araw po ay tal
gang walang tigil ang mg
kawani ng DPS (departmen
of public services) sa pags '
nod sa mga basurang 'inilal
gay sa mga di naman tamang
lugar, Gusto ba ninyo parang
dating sa Marikina na 'yung
alkalde, pag di pa panahon
para ilabas ang basura at
meronsiyang nakita sadaan
ay ibinabalik niya sa loob ng
tahanan?," sabi nito,

Idinagdag pa nito na:
"Ngayon, magiging mahigpii
na kami s.a pagpapatupad n!1
segregation at may mg

.takdang araw kung kela
kokolektahin ang nabubulo
at di nabubulok."

Pinaalitlal:ianan ng alkalde
ang mga residente na may
umiiral na city ordinance

, kaugnay ng 'tapat ko, linis
ko' program ng local govern-
ment na kung saan inoobliga
ang bawat tahanan na pana-
tilibing malinis ang kanilang
harapan.

'''Wag po nating ugaliing
marlaling araw ay inilalabas
ang basura tapos nilalagay saI
mga center island, poste, gilid

,ng 'bakod 0 tulay kasi di ma-
gandang tignan," giit ng
alkalde.

Ipinaliwanag ni Lacuna na
habang ang Executive Or-
der No.6 na nagtatakda sa
bawat Biyernes ng linggo bi-
lang 'cleanup day' sa loob at l
labas ng City Hall, kailangan 'I
pa ring panatilihin ang kali-
nisan kahit na anong araw.

Binigyang diin ng aIkaldeang
kahalagahan ng pagpepanatili ng

, kaiinisansa OOoogkapiligirnnda.biI
nag-aanyaya ito ng mga turisIaat
investor.;na !TlaIl1?flIlg;tbulug;mng
pag-unJadng Im,tgsodmaging ng I
mamamayan mto.

"Panatilihin po nating
malinis ang ating lungsod
dabil tayo dapat ang unang
nagmamaha] dito. Mas ma-
linis, mas maganda para sa

. ating lahat. Ako ay nanan-
awagan at pauna nang nag-
papasalamat sa mga tu-
tugon sa ating panawagan,"
sabi ni Lacuna

Ayon pa sa alkalde, ang

lobl"j NI.OO~~ m~

I~J~~~i~~~~WI'I U
upang mapanatili ang kalin-
isan sa Manila, nero para
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;'. B~rgos'plastic-free' holiday ,
1.t\.OA~CITY - The local government I

town in ' lie province of Ilocos Norte has
Monday, ednesday, and Friday as a "plastl
in all residential, commercial, agricultural, a
establistqnents within the municipality.

, This means that the use of single-use plasti is
. in Burgos at least three times a week to contro an
the production of plastic waste.

Ahead ofWorldEnvironment Day on 5 Jun he rnunlcipal
government approved Municipal Ordinance p 21 02, or the
ECOIOgiC1Solid Waste ,Management Code of ur (),S to ban
the use 0 single-use plastic in the municip ty. 1

Anyon found violating the ordinance wi b imposed
a fine of P500 for the first offense, Pl,OOO r t ~ second
offense, . 2,000 for the third offense and im ris jment of
one to s· onths for the fourth offense. PNA

Il
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SAN iguel Corp, (SMC)Pr si-
dent nd CEO Ramon S. ng
lame ted recen ly that he

role of tree and fores sin peop e's
lives is "co monly overlooked, '

"The ro e of trees and for~sts
in our live is basic b t commonly
overlooke --or worse, ignored,"
Ang said i a speech during he
celebration of the anniversary of
the Millio Trees Foundation I c.
(MTFI) Nu sery and E 0 Learni g
Centerlast arch 16atthe LaM sa
Watershed.

"Apar t f om providing us w~'th
aluable res urces such as food a d

j:>uildingmaerials, trees also prot ct
us against I nd erosion and flood-
ing,"Ang sa d in his speech read by
Edgar L. Do a, operati ns head of
San Miguel oldings Corp. (SMHC).

............. I

commonly
. "In the case of watershed I th
help ensure that there will ~ [at;
for human survival," Ang ded

Fortunately, according t
SMC CEO, the Metropolita
terworks and Sewerage oS ste
(MWSS)and the MTFI have lot I
their guards down and hay be I

successful in reforesting frg t
watershed during the last 6Up
of years.

"With the help of instit~ lon ~
partners and volunteers, the We
able to surpass the five m lio I

. Itrees target and have set an the
ambitious goal. And that is to Ian
10 million more trees by the ea
2030," Ang said.

Pl-M donation
DEMONSTRATING
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rlooI(~~~d-RA
ing support to the annual "Million
Trees ChaIJ.enge,"the Manila Water
Co.and the Manila Water Foun .a-
tion (MWF) announced a donation
of one PI million to the MTFI on
its second' year anniversary as an
organizat:Lon.

This would be Manila Water's
third donation as it has done :;0

every year since 2021. That year,
the donation was made for the
development of the MTFI's onsite
office and the establishment of a
nursery at the 5-hectare property
at the La Mesa Watershed.

At the anniversary event, the
donation bandover ceremony was
held after the message of MWF
President and Manila Water Pres-
ident and CEO Jose Victor Em-
manuel A. De Dios. }onathanl.Mayug.a

r
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Angat dam, La Me~da
Laguna de Bay a g si
pinagkukunan ng alin
tubig ng dalawa 9
concessionaires. is Ing
NWRB na ang nag a na

amang ang maaaring mai- hindi na kakayaninpa ng tR
om na mula sa ice caps,. ang lubhang mataas n ~

!laCierat permanent snow ngangailangan sa malin na
1.74%) at ~round water tUbig.lsatlong nagbaba n9
1.69%)habangnasa96.54% problema at panga~ib. I
a ang mula sa karagatan, Highlight ng ob~rba .on

a~~'p~~I:y~~'uN, nasa ~ite~~~~:!~:~no I, ~
.1 billion ng tao sa buong neral headquarte sa w
undo ang may problema sa York, United Sta es la
alinis na tubig kung saan March 22 hanggarig 24, 23
million ay mga Pilipino. .at kasabay rito sa ban ay
Isa sa mga may problema ang "Water Phi~i~ ine I na

a suplay ng malinis na tubig gaganapin sa S co n-
ng buong Metro Manila at tion center, Pasay City.

!'1ganakapali.gidna lalawigan Imbitado rito si res nt
pg Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna Ferdinand "BBM" Ma s,

lit Rizal dulot n9 mabilis na .~~~~~~~~f'-~~:::::::;:==
rbanisasyon at pagtaas ng
opulasyon. Tanging ang

SA arch 22, 2023 ay muli
na n mang makikiisa ang
Pilipinas sa pangunguna
n9 partment of Environ-
men and Natural Resour-
ces DENR) at ng National
Wat r Resources Board

. (NW B) sa obserbasyon
ng" orld water Day" na
ang ema ngayong taon ay
., Ac elerating Change".

N glalaan ng araw ang
Unit d Nations Water para
bigy ng importansya ang ka-
hala ahan ng tubig partikular
ng p ngangailangan sa rna-
linis a tUbig. Alam naman
nalin na bagama't ang ating
plan ta ay 71% na napaliligi-
ran n tubig, nasa mahigit3%

Kung nai!1 ninyong
malaman a 9 TAMANG

IMPORMr..SYON,
TAMANG SEiHBISYO ni
AGARANG SERBISYO

LADY, l-search sa
YOUTUBE CHANNEL,

"HILDA O~~G' at sa
Facebook Fanpage "TV
RADIO HILDA ONG",

Huwag kullrnutsn
. i-click an~ salltanq
'SUBSCRIBIE", •.LIKE"

at "SHi RE".



r-::=:---t----r----+I--+it-II_r_/ _

it ~antla ~tmt W~;~

THEClim te Change Commission
(CCe) h s called for the urgent
delivery f global commitment
( on climat action, particularly the
funding f' r climate-related loss
, and dam ge, at the 18th Meet- .
ing of th Warsaw International
Mechani~f1 Executive Committee
(WIM Excpm-18) in Manila.
Followi g the 27th Meeting of

theConfe enceofParties (COP27)
to the Uni ed Nations Framework
Conventi n on Climate Change
(UNFCC ), the WIM Excom con-
vened on February 28 to discuss
the milestne decision on funding
arrangements for loss and dam-
age, the enabling mechanisms to
fully operationalize the Santiago
Network and the Excom's second
five-year rolling workplan.
CCC V' ce Chairman and Ex-

ecutive irector Robert Borje
recognize the effort of the WIM
based on e mandates from the
UNFCCC nd COP, and encour-
aged the com and observers to
further fas -track the work on the
loss and damage agenda.
"There is still a lot of work ahead

of us. We reed to deliver on our
mandates and our roles more
'urgently af. collectively to trans-
form devel ping countries' vulner-
abilities a d loss and damage to
greater eli ate resilience," Borje
said in a s tement on Sunday.
He sailit is important that

the WIM xcorn should further
advance t e gains achieved in
Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt in terms
of a separate funding facility for
loss and d mage,
"The E com is expected to

provide in ut to the work of the

--

o
BANNER

STORY

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE

Transitional ittee. This, to
us, provides mmittee with
the singular unity and the
great respon to ensure the
mainstreami ction of sup-
port strategi er the second
five-year rol Ing lark plan ad-

pa i s at COP27,"

coJ welcomed the
participatio of ~~servers in the
meeting, in ic~ e Philippines
engaged acti Iy.
Among t P llippines' ob-

servations re the work of
the WIM w 'h t er UNFCCC
constituted die and operating
entities of t fi ancial .mecha-
nisms, the Ex:om work plan, the
comprehensi e ri W management
approaches, nd he facilitation
and coopera ann action and
support for d vel iug countries.
In particul th CChighlight-

ed the need r t lbest available
science and b t ~ ~ilable technol-
ogy to guide e k oil averting,
minimizing d dressing loss
and damage. I
"It is throu 1best available

scienceand te no b,governance,
and investm ts '~I t' we can ad-
vance our tra sfo I ationtowards
becoming cli at mart and cli-
mate-resilient atir J,S'" Borje said.
CCC emw siz that state-of-

the-art meth dol ies for com:
prehensive r k a essments are
crucial, as th e II ensure that
climate actio are ~~uce- and ev-
idence-based d fit-for-purpose.
The Philip ine has been ac-

tivelyengage fn ~ international
discussion a ass I d damage.

PNA
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'TUBIG TALlNO.' e Cooperative jJI~monstrate he
iodi e premix preparation for producing iodine-rich dri In water (Tubig Tilllno) through a
technology transfer training held at their water purificatio fac lit), In Bgy. Bilibin' fang, Agonclllo,
~atangas. "TUbii Talino" Is soon to become available n A oncillo, Batangas,. The Implemen-
tation of the "Tubl Tallno" technology for Bllibinwang M C is~rt of Jhe Department of Science
and Technology - atangas' Grants-In-Aid Commul'!lty- d p eet. The proJec1!llims to.transfer
"Tu Ig TallnQ7tee nology as the cooperative's new busl ~ nture that will h/elpcontribute to
the gover.nment's~ogram to control iodine deficiency d ~o~~ rs in the countl')l. "Tubig Tallno,"
developed by DOS Food and Nutrition Research Inc., is a uri d or ordinary potaille water mixed
with Water Plus line (12) that may be consumed tq ~pr ve the iodine intake of Rllpinos,
resulting in betteri health. Uke ordinary water, "Tublg T lino Jhas no adverse taste and has a
stable shelf life oflsix months and two weeks. Accordin !to QSiT-FNRI,sufficil~ll1t.consumption
of iodine from water helps absorb essential micronut speeding up br;lin. development
among children arid preventing Iodine deficiency orders I ad It!;. The bOdy's thyroid gland also
uses Iodine to prdduce thyroid hormones that help .c0!'01 wth, repair dal1l1,ilgedcells, and
support a healthy metabolism. A study by the DOST RI howed "Tubig Til lino" could help'
Imp•.••••••••••••• rc .... mlc..-. Photo courte o. OOST~labarzon ,__ --+-~_
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