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HE massive bil spill caused by the sinking of oi ta ~r MT
P~incess Empress, which was ~arryi~g 800,O~O iter ,pf indus-
trial fuel, offthe coast of Naujan, Onental Min or ~n Febru-

ry 28 showed how unprepared we are to face this ki d 0 disaster. It
Iso exposed our inability to learn from the environ nt lldamage
aused by a similar accident in the past.

OnAugust 11, 2006, an oil spill occurred in Panay Gulfw en t e oil tanker
T Solar 1 sank off the coa~ts of Guimaras and Negros, cau ing hat is con-

S dered to be the worst oil spill in the country's history, The il s '1 adversely
fected marine sanct aries and mangrove reserves in four un cipalities in
uimaras. It also threatened 27 communities in Iloilo provi cea d 17 others

i Negros Occidental. I
Unfortunately, the public outrage engendered by the spil was at enough

t push the government to design a program that could hel co t~in future
o ispills. Despite the heavy amage caused by the oil slicks, e idn't create.
o identify a government agency manned by people who ha e t e\expertise
t deal with these kinds of challenges. The oil spill nightmar in Op6 should
h ve inspired the formation of a body tasked to prevent, pre are br, and re-
s ond to oil spills that occur in the country.

The massive oil spill in Mi doro continues to affect not on y th
o fisherfolk, but also the country's marine biodiversity and to ris
t ards the famous bekches of Coron in Palawan and in Bor cay.

Marine scientists a~ the University of the Philippines sai ab
h ctares of coral reef, mangroves and sea-grass were potenti 11yi
b 'ng affected by the o~lslick

At the Senate hearing on the massive leakages of oil on Tu da Sen. Cyn-
th a Villar expressed dismay rver the extent of the damage c use l~y the oil
sp 11,noting that it "is emerging to have more extensive effect ,"co~pared to
th 2006 Guimaras incifent.

Citing the National Disaster RiskReduction and Manageme t C ncil Situ-
ati n Report dated Mar~h 12, f023, Villar said the oil spill in t e p 01 ince af-
fec ed 21,691 families in 117 barangays of Region 4-B; 7,616 mil es in four
ba angays of Region 6; ~ total of 13 marine protected areas an 61 ~urist at-
tra tions; and about 8kilometers of coastline in Caluya, Anti e. \

he Senate hearing a,lsoexposed grave regulatory lapses b th ~wner of
th sunken tanker, dashing hopes that thousands of people i pac er by the '
ma sive leak could promptly g~t financial help for the damage nd ost liveli-
ho d from the $1-billion indemnity insurance taken out by th 0 hs. v

aritime Industry Authority representatives told the Sen te .hel that
the ship didn't have the :permit to sail. RDCReield Marine Se .ce ~RDC)-
the wner of M/T Princess Empress - has yet to secure an ame d ~t: of its
cer ificate of public convenience (CPC)for the ill-fated vessel; hus 'lshould
not ave been allowed to sail.

n. Francis "Chiz" Escudero grilled Philippine Coast Guar an fficials
e oil tanker over the incident, pointing out the failure th rCG to

che the ship's certificate of public convenience. In question in Fri zee Tee,
vice resident of RDCReield Marine Services Inc. that owns M Pri C(!SS Em-
pres , Escudero found out that the vessel was newly acquired a d h s sailed
nin times already even ~hougl\.it technically had no permit t ope ~te yet.
Tee aid they applied for an amended CPCin November 2022. ow ver, the
sena ors learned that the ship was not issued an amended CP bec ~se the
own r did not apply for one.

S nator Francis Tolentino, ho earlier spurred the Senate vir fment
pane to demand an in-depth assessment of the huge damag bro ght by
the indoro oil spill incident following his privilege speech last ee ,Iurged
auth rities and the ownets of MT Princess Empress to hasten t e d stribu-
tion f compensation for ~hose affected by oil spill. The Senate shoul~ also
ask c mpensation from the company that owns the oil cargo for its failure
to ex rcise due diligence wfren it chartered the sunken MTPrine ss Empress,
whic is now spilling 800,000 liters of highly pollutin8 indust iij! U Jnto
Phili ine waters. I
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SA gitna ng kontrobersya sa
og langis mula sa lumubog
Empress, dapat nang magka
halaan ng ahensyang mangu
ganitong problema.

Malinaw itong usa pin sa gitn
bestigasyong isinasagawa ng Ma -
tnority, Philippine Coast Guard, De
clIlture-Bureau of Fisheries andA9
mga apektadong government IOf

-Disaster Risk Reduction Manage
nado at Dep't of Env.ironment and
ces. _

Naghahalo ang balat sa tihal
lead agency sa giyera sa oil spill.

SINO-5INO BA SILA
, Ang MARINA ang naglalaba~

Public Convenience 0 CPC para Sa
PCG naman ang nagtse-cl]eck

ang isang barko. . .
Ang DA--BFAR, nagt~e-check n

J
I

1 ANG KAKULANGAN?
. Nagkakandarapa ang buong parn " laan

paano labanan ang oil spill at mga k sira
karagatan, kalupaan at kapaligirang dliJl t hito

Kaya naririyan ang panawagan s <lap
United States na tumulong laban, parti ular
spill.

Para hindi tayo kailangang mani luh
magkandarapa sa paghingi ng tulong 5 iba,
ba pupWedeng palakasin ang DENR sa k kay
nitong /umaban partikularsa tagas ng la gis?
'. 0 rnga senador at kongresman, meW

'

an n 9
badyet para sa paggawa 0 pambili ngl ga 9 it
laban sa oil spill para magamit ng DEN~ b lang d
agency at mga cOncemed agency. .

. Tandalin, liyak M rrt~uull!pa ang Trine s!mt:~:~. tragedy sa ram; ng barkongbu ibiy ~ije
000

Anofnang reklamo 0 puna, iparati 9 la
sa WWW remare.ph 0 i·text sa Q9~HaaJJ. • ; 1". , .'
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FRACTIONS of taxes collec
ed from crude oil and othe
petroleum products could b
used in financing the clean-u
of the Mindoro oil spill an
assistance to affected coasta
residents.

Thisisaccording to Depur,
Speaker Batangas Reprcsenta
tivc Ralph Recto as he dis
closed that annually, the gov
ernment collects more thai
P380 billion from the oil tax.

"Angkatasng buwisng lang-
is dapat gamitin panglinis ng
tagas sa lumubog na barko,"
Recto said in a statement.

The solon said a mere one
day's worth of oil fax collec-
tions - Pl billion - would be
enough tojumpsta rt "abatement
and alleviation" measures in
areas hit by the ecological di-
saster.

He is "gently reminding"
the goverilment of its huge
revenues from oil and fuel prod-
ucts "to goad it to spending
more for the contain1l1entof the
oil spill."

"Angpuntokolangaywhat_
over you are spending is jus!
a mere drop in the barrel of oil
tax collections. If lhe treasury
were anoil lank, then itisonly
correct to siphon off from its
contents to address a situation
for which one particular tax
was meant to alleviate," he
stressed.

Recto said an excise tax is
slapped on oil productsbecause
it is viewed as a harmful prod-
uct, causing pollution and sick-
ness, and contributing to glo-
bal warming.

"The argument was that it is
paid to compensate for damag-
es to health and the environ-
ment. That was how previous
administrationsfrarned theirjus-
tification for higher oil taxes.
So can this prindple be invoked
in the Mindoro oil spill? Can
collections of this specific tax
be spent for the contingencies
used to justify its imposition?"
Recto added.

The BOC gets the bulk in
collections based on the "pay as
you enter" prindplewhen taxes
on crudeoil and refined products
are collected upon landing in
ports, Jester Manalastas

rVl']
IIrrr:R

[---]
'OW[R

[=:J
rAGEI
~ TORY

[
fl NNf:R

,ORY

C:::I
'TmOPII\I

,--]
,I\RTOON



I

~

~r' ,

'~
,r' .

, .~ -I-

I

';ll',\lliJI'

~., 'r,1f II r II' ', IIdf I

\111'

Iv!
I 1

t
l'f\I:I:I

';'('11'(

1_- -I
!lAWI :11

';(ll!1

1--1
rllfJuHff\l

1
( !\f!!onr'l'11'1'111

1'1\ . '(IIM!I!

p/lrr/'(1:

ressesusel
~vlto clean

ERNMENT coflects
than P380 billion a
from crude oil and
leum products, a
on of which can be

use to finance the clean-
up 0 the Mindoro oil spill
and indemnify impacted
coas aI residents,. Deputy
Spe er Ralph Recto said
We, esday.

" 19 katas ng buwis ng
dapat gamitm pan-

ng tagas sa lumubog
ko," "Rectosaid.
to said a mere one
worth of oil tax col-

- PI billion- would

~e enough to jumpstart contingencies use to jus-
[abatement and allevia- tify its :irn.positio." Recto

~

.on" measures in areas hit said.
y the ecological disaster. Based on a s dy of a

Recto said he is "gently House Ill' Repres ntatives
eminding" government of think-tank, the Beau of

i huge revenues fromoil Customs collect d P372
and fuel products "to goad billion iJhduties d taxes
it to spending more for tile on crude oil (PI 8.9 bil-
~ontauunentoftheoilspill." lion) andpetrole prod-

"Ang punto ko lang ay ucts (P232:.5billion in 2021.lWhateveryou are spending The Bureau of Internal
is just a mere drop in the Revenue added 7.4 bil-

lrrelof oil tax collections," lion in excise tax m pe-
e said. troleum ;products durmg

Recto believed that "if the same year.
e treasurywere anoiltank, TheEOCgets bulkin

I en it is only correct to collectionsbasedon "pay
SIphonoff from its contents asyouenter"princi lewhen
to address a situation for taxes on crude oi and re-
'1'hich one particular' tax fined products ar collect-

~~as~m~e~an~t~t~o~all~e!::v~i~at~e~:~'~~'::!~~~~E~~~~=-~ed u_p_o_n~m_din_'_g_' ports.



'Aloaded oil barge treading
dom-stle waters L~:a "floating
time bomb.' If an lrccident
happens, the oil sl~illwill be
exponentially harrsful to our
environment

sank In rough weather pff Naujan, Ori
~ind( ro on ~8 Febru~rz.y. '

I Aledo said they a~~ not in a posito sanction SMCamid revelations d
esday's he~ oft~~ Senate Co

,

O!lcEn:, vironment, Nat~, al Resources, ,~d
Climate Change that A PrincessEm$
had no permit to ope' te since its 0 er
RDC has yet to ame~ its certificat ! of
pl'b1ic convenience or ePG after it added
he new ship ~o its fleiet.

"Under Marina's mandate pursua
PD (Presidential Decree) 474and Rep
Act 9295, Marina is in no positio
determine th~liabiliqv of the chart
OUf mandate only i'E:lates to ShiPli g
c~rtifiliation and safe ql~.,',erations,"She, d.

She, howev~r, said in a Senate inq ry
that "the (M~rina) administrator ly
confirmed thl the M'{I"PrincessEmp ss
had not yet b en added to the compa ' 's
CPC through CPC amendment."

Aledosaid ere is a process for scree
the documents sUbmij!ted, "and per
screening, they still la ,ked document
confirmed by t~e administrator yesterd~t'"

."Wereceived no information from e
shipowner, or any docu.ments with reg d
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._... ..- III II h' h' rt dl h h f h kw lC ISrepo e y t e c arterer t e sun en
oil tanker MTPrincess Empress fo the massive
destruction to the marine, ecosyst m caused by
the massive oil spill in Oriental rv indoro.

In an interview Wednesd y, Marina
spokesperson .~haron Aledo sai SL Harbor

Bulk Terminal Corp., a ~~bSi~'ary of San Miguel
ShiPPin~i,andLighterag~, ne' ,tiated the charter
of the MJr Princess Em 'B]with its operator,

DCReield Marine Ser res, transport 800,000
iters of industrial oil fr~m ataan to Iloilo. It

to who the charterer was so w~ ~annot 'unlike, cal go vessels, t he tol~ the Daily
validate that," she added. ' Tribune.

It was learned during the Senate ~earing Tomiti ate this, th~easone4 shipowner
that it is Marina that issues t e CPC suggests to Marin that II tankers
while it is the Philippine Coast ~~ard's treading mestic wa ers, eXC~ding bays
responsibility to clear the ship, barsed on and rivers, ust be cl sed by international
a checklist, for the voyage. ~ classificat on societies.. H.e said, that local

A CPC is a license issued to d estic classificat on is not acceptable. .
ship operators to engage in do estic "All ta ers must C;i.utypro~ection and
shipping activities. The company needs insurance are recognizedr=
to file an amendment to its CPC, hen it All docum ntation mu&tbe han, ed by the
acquires a new ship. . Marina he office," he added.

Mandated to regulate the Phillppine Furthe , the source sai~ the MT
maritime industry, Marina is respo~ible to Princess mpress "was built in Bataan
."leada progressivemarit~e administration but regist ~ed .in the j~egaspi branch of
for safer people, safer ships, and c~eaner . Marina, w ich IS questionable."
environment." "Why? I tankers ~ust bel approved

Also bared during the Senate hraring beforeha d by the oil majors (Shell,
is that the PVGreportedly did not tick off Chevron d Petron). This is practiced
seven boxes in the pre-departure checklist internatio ally. We can't have another

MT Princess Empress when it sailed disaster. . e for the government/Manna
us, should not have allowed it td-ieave to be stric . Rules m~st not bi changed

SL Harbor Terminal in Limay, BatJ.an. unless ther is a wide c?nsultati n with the
An RDC official said MT Pr~ncess private see or. The government hould not

~mpress, a new vessel that fi~st,(:i ,ailed be moved y the lobby o~politi ians, or by
in December 2022, and .even With ut an small tank r owners, which has'happened
amended CPC was able to sail nine times in the past" the source said.
before the sinking. I; Althoug the recent. sena]t hearing

did not ! ention who the harterer
of the 80Q 000 liters of fuel il is, the
environme tal protection gro p Protect
Verde Islan said San Miguel C rporation
must be h d responsible and pay up.

"SMCm st pay at [east a P70,000,000
cash bond P50 millionfor the cleanup and
containme t and P20 million for damages
and payme t to impacted communities,"
Protect V P lead convener Fr. Edwin
Gariguez sid.

Igel

Floating bomb
Meanwhile, a reliable source, W~(l has

been operating shipping vessels, sa;·d that
a domestic vessel carrying hundr ds of
thousands of liters of oil is a catast ophe
on the sea. I

"A loaded oil barge treading domestic
waters is a "floating time bomb." If an
accident happens, the oil spill will be
exponentially harmful to our environjrnent,

• 1~!
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LU ~NA CITY-An en ~ron-
me talist group was en rged
ov r the revelation tha MT
Pri cess Empress, whi r is
fea ed to spill up to 80 ,000
lite, s of Industrial-gra oil
int the sea, did not ha the
re. uired government per it to
sar out to sea. I

']ve are outraged b this
re flation," Fr. Edwin Gari-
gu~z, lead convener of P teet
th Verde Island Passage IP),
sai in a statement Wedn day.

During a Senate inqui into
the, .~.il spill on Tuesda 'I ~e
M IGlme Industry Aut pnty
(M rina) revealed that shi ~wn-
er DC Reield Marine Se ices
(R d was still in the proc ss of
up, ating its certificate of hblic
co venience (epC) to i tude
M Princess Empress bu had
alr ady been allowing t e oil
ta er to sail and transp oil.
It as, in fact. the ninth t fp of
thei 2Q22-built tanker w en it
sa~k lin the waters of Or ~ntal
M1·dp:o o~ Fe~. 28 and c ~sed
a a~slve 011 spill.

But the Philippine oast

Gu~r~ (peG), which was rder
fir for not being able t im-
me Hately present or m ttion
the c'PC during the inqui ,on
Tu Sd.ay night posted on i 5 so-
cia media page a copy f the
CP issued by the Marina 1MT

,
-tl{JTPCG SAYS TANKER HAS CPCISSUED

D
BANNER
STORY
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GREEN ROU S OUTRAG AMID SENATE REVELATION U
By ~he Inquirer Staff Pr ncess Empress m No ~Iber
and Luzon Bureau 20'22, hours after a Senate I UI

@T arn_1nqmrer lj mto the Oil spill can I ded
tn~t the tanker had no pe ~t to
sr:L The CPC is an author z~tion
il~ued by Marina to sh psi for
commercial or public use I

The RDC earlier said it had
"f,pIied for a CPC ame ljIent
to include the vessel in i s ~eet
ir November last year a d fub.
mitred the additional r quire-
rnents a month later.

PCG spokesperson fear
~ m. Armand Balilo t Id re-
porters on Wednesday t al the
a C was belatedly fa a$dedtf their .officials who at e ded
t e hearmg.

He said they applied are-
s~mption of regularity hen
the documents were s bit-
ted to them by the MT P in cess
E press. I

"We'll check if the sifna-
nyes are valid. Is this reFog-
nifed by Marina? That h s to be
erPlained," he said.

"We accepted the doc I11f.nts
submitted to us on a presu ~~tion
that these have no preble s. ~o if
i~ would be found out la r Ithat
these are spurious, they w U[be
held liable," he added.

Insurance claims
Balilo said the PCG we uld

also investigate its bo ring
team whether the tank r as
inspected properly be rr it
headed out to sea. I

Gariguez said the shi 's vie-

-1
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EN SHIP HA~I NO GIV'T PER

DESOLATE The coastal village of Misong in Pola rien
Mindoro, looks desolate as residents, particular! f.cal S
continue to bear the brunt of the effect of the oil ill fr
sunken MT Princess Empress that contaminated s wa

-MADONNA T. VIROLA . I ..

lation all the more points to the this environmen rug tare.
accountabilities of its owner, Gerry Aranc exec e di-
RDC and its charterer, the San rector of think- r Ce r for
Miguel Corp. (SMC). Energy, Ecology nd e elop-

"We assert that any insur- rnent and co-con ner a otect
ance claims challenges they VIP, also believe Me t pay
may face due to this in no way a cash bond of a mil-
excuse them from paying up," lion to P50 milli 1 anup
Gariguez stressed. and conratnme and other

P20 million for ama e and
payment to affe d co uni-
ties, citing the G M ran-
dum Circular N , 01-2 that
provided for the" evis ules
on Prevention, Cant ent,
Abatement and ontro f Oil
Marine Pollution'

The oil spill h so fa ect-
ed more than 10 , 00 P I Ie in
118 villages in t prov n es of
Oriental Mindor and 1 wan,
according to th ffice Civil

Pay cash bond
Gariguez noted that SL Har-

bor Bulk Terminal Corp., an
SMC Shipping and Lighterage
subsidiary; chartered RDC to
ship [he 800,000 liters of indus-
trial ?i1 carried by MT Princess
gmpress and, as "charterer. it
is generally considered as the
spiller and owner of the vessel
involved. It has no business de-
nying its role in bringing about

Defense (OCD).
Diego Agustin Mariano, OCD

Joint Information :enter chief,
said during the Laging Handa fo-
rum on Wednesday chat some
20,000 families have received the
assistance through food packs and
cash-for-work programs provided
by the Departments of Social wet-
fare and Development and of En-
vironrnent and Natural Resources.

The more than 120 people
who were injured or fallen ill
due to the oil sp ill were given
medical attention by health au-
thorities, he added.

All those involved in the
cleanup were l~illen "proper
equipment" and .tupplies. Mari-
ano added, but he admitted that
the oil spill booms Ihat were ini-
tially laid down to prevent the oil
slick from reaching the shorelines
were not enough. prompting the
affected local gove rnments to use
materials such as rice straw and
coconut husks to flake oil spill
booms for the pce to utilize.

Red tape
The spill wan projected to

spread farther inn the waters
of Batangas and VlP, a body of
water between Mindoro Island
and Batangas tha: has been rec-
ognized as the "cer.ter of global
shorefish biodiversity" due to
the high densities of marine re-
sources in the are a.

Lawyer Gloria Estenzo Ra-
mas, vice president for Philip-
pines of the intema tional ocean

conservation group Oceana,
noted during the Senate haring
that it was "appallir g to hear of
the lapses ir; procedure [that]
regulatory agencies have al-
lowed to take place

She also said Republic Act
No. 9485 (Anti-Red Tape Act)
should be applied in the dealings
within the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management
Council and other concerned
government agencies to speed
up their response time.

Meanwhile, Deputy House
Speaker Ralph Recto on
Wednesday advised the gov-
ernment to use its annual col-
lections of over P380 billion
from crude oil and petroleum
products to fund the cleanup of
the oil spill and indemnify the
affected coastal residents.

"A drop 0" the or tax should
be used to cleanup the spill
from the sunken tanker," said
Recto in a statemen •.

Recto pointed out that a
day's worth of oil tax collec-
tions of PI billion would suffice
to jump start "abatement and
alleviation" efforts in areas hit
by the ecological disaster, re-
minding government that it
should spend more from its
huge revenues in oil and fuel
products in containing the oil
spill. -WITH REPORTS FROM DELFIN

T. MALLARI JR., MADONNA T. VIROLA,

FRANCES MANGOSING, JANE BAUTIS-

TA, JEROME ANI""G AND JEANNETTE I.

ANDJtADE INQ
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The Philipp Ile Coast Guard
(PCG) has fou p. some irregu-
larities in the ranchise grant-
ed by the Ma itime Industry
Authority (M RINA) to the
sunken M/T R i'ncess Empress.

PCG spoke man Rear Ad-
miral Armanl ~alilo said the
PCG has be instructed to
investigate t Certificate of
Public Conv nience (CPC)
granted by INA to Prin-
cess Empress, hich caused a
massive oil SF'Il when it sank
in the waters f1i Oriental Min-
doro on Feb. 7 ,

"Initially, ere seemed to
be a denial fro the MARINA,
and yesterday e owner of the
vessel told the nate panel that
its CPC has yet a be approved,"

Turn to Page 2

Bar a sai~.
e sai~ there was n valid

CP grarited to the E >zpress.
He toad firm that the motor
ta er w~s allowed to sail as
the rCG was given jcpc
fro the fv1ARINA.

alilo~fi statement lame
afte ~ the Senate com ittee
on ~1Vir unent on T ~sday
dis vered that the E press
was allm~ed to operat even
wit but an updated C ~.

T e pl<CG and the f"1A-
RIN. arJ attached ag pcies
of t e Defartment of rans-
par I~ti0n (DOTr) f r the
mar ime Ilf ector. I

B lilo Sl id ·the Empre ~ was
allo ved b sail base on a
cop 'of the CPC avail ble at
the CG-q:entral Luzo sta-

~+---~----------~'-4~---- __

CG FromP ge1
tion, which has jurisdi
over Bataan and the Nat
Capital Region.

He said the PCG relie
the "presumption of re
ity" when it allowed the
pre~s to sail, .

"Now, if this CPC is no
valid, it's up to the camp t
prove otherwise. When thi'<l-tA,rl<l
given to us, we trusted
was approved by the lVLI"li'I.Jjl["

authentic and valid," B
said. "We used it as basis t
low the vessel to sail."

He said the PCG could
implement the CPC gr
to vessels, which means
these were properly che
by the MARINA and
approved to operate at
noting the PCG does no
low vessels to operate wi
proper documents.

As part of the invest

tion, Balilo said the CG was
instructed to conduc its own
probe and coordinate with the
DOTr and the mariti e clus-
ter, including the MA NA, to
determine the reasons why the
Empress was granted Cf'C,

Meanwhile, Depu Speaker
Ralph Recto suggeste that the
government could util e a por-
tion of the P380-billio annual
tax collected from cru~ oil and
petroleum products to lean the
Mindoro oil spill and in emnify
affected coastal reside ts.

Recto said that ~ billion
alone, which is on y "one
day's worth of oil t collec-
tions," would be en~)Ugh to
jumpstart "abaterndnt and
alleviation measures~'n areas
hit by the ecological d saster,"

- With Delon P rcalla,
Cecille Suerte FeIip , Paolo
Romero
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ON WEDNESD~, the Coast Guard said 5,603 liters of oily wat
sa(ks of oil-con aminated materials had been collected durin
Mar. 1 to 14.

Coa t Guard beli
Ma na claim su".4J,II.~
vess 'Ihad no pernn
By Kyle Ari ophere
T. Atienza a IiAlyssa Nicole
O. Tan Repo ~rt

ovince in
28 since

I boxes in
ist.

leers who
be jailed

" Senator
ehearing.

I man Ar-
,ewsbrief-
he permit
its trans-

I he Coast
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BY VICTOr REYES

OFFIC of ~e ill-fated tank Ir
MT Prine ss Empr S5 presente
certificate of PUPli

i
'convenien e

(CPC) to the Ppl ippine Coa It
Guard be ore it ~e sail for Iloi
and sank off OH ntal Mindo
last Februry 28, aC

I
ording to f

PCG. .
PCG s okesrnap Rear Ad .

Armand alilo s~~ their perso r
nel checke the dpc ments of ~

DSWD ald. P~r-
sonnel from the
Philippine co.last
Guard, PNP,
Bureau of Firr
Protection, t~e
provincial go ern-
ment of Anti ue
and Caluya
local govern tent
help load foo?
packs from t~e
Department qf
Social Welfar~
Development that
will be brought
to residents of
Caluya, Antique
who have been
affected by the oil
spill.

DSWD PHOTO

11111

RC

I itted p·apers
vessel, loaded t1 800,OQO liters
of industrial fuel oil, befo¥ it left
Bataan. I

The vessel, als carrying 10,000
liters of operatic al fuel, encoun-
tered engine tro ble due tp over-
heating and subsequently sank,
causing a massiv ~il spill that has
reached as far as fytay, P~awan.

''As far as we ar concerned, they
submitted to us ( epC). 'Whether
that's valid or .f they lJlade a
misrepresentatio , we are looking

'. ~.--.- - ...- ._-----_._---

I
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shipp;ldg. One a shipping com-
pany ~ll;quiresa new ship, it n eds
to file an amen ment to it CPC to
include the ne vessel.

Reaoting to iller's r ela 011,
Sen. RaffyThI£ said the PCG ras
remiss,in its job, adding PCG com-
manders shoul be held respon-
sible fe)]:the laps s of its personnel.

Sen.. Francis Escudero said it
was the ninth e the peG lad
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.Envi onmental
As the sun

Princess Em
spill toxic i
the countr
board, threa
Island Pass
as well as th
of Palawan,
is belatedly
vessel was
to set sail.

Yesterday he Philippine
Cqast Guar said it was in-
vestigating e authenticity
of" a docum t presented to
PCG perso el, which al-
lowed the in cess Empress
to sail at leas our times from
the ports of anila, Bataan,
Iloilo and samis Oriental
before it san ff Naujan town
in Oriental indoro on Feb.
28. Search te ms believe the
vessel has s ttled in a spot
about 400 m ers deep, mak-
ing recovery nd plugging of
any oil leak allenging.

Officials the Maritime
Industry Au ority had told'
the Senate, ich is conduct-
in~ an inqui into the envi-
ronmental d aster, that the
Princess Emp I ss did not have
a permit to 0 rate. The PCG,
on the other and, said the
vessel's own r, RDC Reield
Marine Servi s, had present-
ed a docume that made the
Coast Guard lear the vessel
for sailing.

Apparentl , the document
presented by he ship owner
was not a cer .. cate of public
convenience at the Marina
issues, but a ecision of the
agency date Nov. 16, 2022,
allowing the mendment of

en motor tanker
ess continues to
ustrial oil into
western sea-

ning the Verde
e in Batangas
pristine waters
he government
erifying if the
en authorized

oRDCReield
so the Prin-
ich was com-
year, would

he company's
cument valid
transporting

theCPCi~
Marine Se i
cess Empre s,
missione la
be include
fleet. Is th
for sailin a
cargo?

PCG offi ia said they pre··
sumed regl fa in the docu
ment in c a g the motor
tanker sev al imes for sail-
ing. The M Isaid the docu-
ment is no ~alid permit.

Determi the validity
of the aut ation to sajlll
will have added to the
issues that be addressed!
in holdin I company ae-
countable r e of the COUI1l··

try's wors e ~ironmentaJ
disastets. ae ffice of Civil]
Defensee i tes that over

. 108,000 pe I ~n 118 baran-
gays in 0 ie tal Mindoro
and Palaw ve now been
affected by he I il spill. As of
yesterday, a 32,000 fami-
lies in 68 ar s i MIMAROPl
and Weste n isayas have
been affec d laccording to
theOCD. I

The blac k has ruined
fishing and 0 sm in coastal
communit es: and has af-
fected pub c alth, with a
least 122 r id I ts reporting
respiratory d Ifin problems
as well as ye ~nfections. It
could causese us damage to
marine Iife i Verde Island
Passage, w 's recognized
as the cent I lobal shore.'
fish biodiv The govern ..
ment must Ire that there
will be ace n bility in thi~i
environmen al isaster.
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oll spill
en

N'0 l~~otOgraPh or
col~.ld fully capt
ex~tl~ntof the dar

th4 oil sp!lll and yet the'
wJ've seen'~are already so
ing - coastl1~nesdrenched i
sludge, wa'Jer covered with
workers in PPEs.

It's like ~n apocalyptic
b~t s~dly i[ rs the real thin
here III our ~ery own wate

The air in the affected an

be~o toxiC~.lWhiChis why
di ziness a~~Ldcough.

This is i~~ absolute emerln
an his gov~rnment must c si.
se se the 'Llrgency from th . ad
dIt' s SOC;l'.~~lmedia posts . fi
- hich of course may be ~ p
n t as urg~rt as this ~isast

Affected areas are IIIa s
saE last FE:b.28 some 400
~ .~ntal ~~rdoro, spilling
01 It carnl~la.

Most oJfl~e slick swath
erh shores, By March 10,
shores of l~Drtheastern Pal

During Iii Senate hearin
la oy from the Universi
S ience In~ptute said that II
10 al monsoon winds we
of the slick" but these win
w eks, and may cause fu
al 0 reported,

~

AS I write this, 140,000
fi herfolk ;~avebeen affec

nicipalities, the Philip
h s reported.

The Department of E
slurces said 21 marine p
ti lly affeG.~eddue to oil •
o coral reds and 1,600 he

"b damaged.
The spill may harm t

~

pular dl.ving destinati
t e Verde Island Passage

odd War II shipwrecks
Acco

Against this backdro
held liable. These includ
dustry Authority or Mar~
Guard which either allov Ii

failed to stop it despite not
a~ was re\\':;.ealedduring t

As for the cargo owner'"
i entified~.by the govern
sation Ad of 2007, a cha
pollution damage but I
to help in H1eclean-up anllilth
of the affected areas. III

San Miguel Corp. has
a report i'.l~yingthat it wa
the tankej~ In any case, S
tron has Gbmmitted to a
did other oil firms.

n confirmed nor denied
bsidiary that chartered
rough its oil refiner Pe-
the clean-up efforts as

an only imagine, must
have fallen sick with •

and President Marcos
r it as such. But Idon't
ifustration. The Presi-
ed with other matters

ant too, but perhaps

calamity after a tanker
, deep in the waters of
',000 liters of industrial

province's northeast- ,
e ack slick reached the
a I, Time has reported.

on ~esday, Dr. Cesar Vil- i

of e Philippines Marine
se uscientific modeling,
abt ~o limit the coverage
ar ound to stop in a few
er read of the spill, Time

tncluding some 13,600
~e spill across several
ffice of Civil Defense

ent and Natural Re-
d areas can be poten-

e. Some 2,200 hectares
~mangroves may also I

ers and coral reefs at
he region, including .

o Reef in Mindoro and
Pa! wan.

tab' ity
thd e responsible must be

e nker, the Maritime In-
a' d the Philippine Coast

d e tanker to operate or
the necessary permits,

te hearing.
has yet to be named or
der the Oil Com pen-
i't be made to pay for

it is morally obligated
ong-term rehabilitation
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re.Iterate this is a (II aster of epic'prop~ons;
ent must treat it a such. Affected co uni-

ties, our apless fishermen, m st be provided assistance
and cala ity funds; those r sponsible for what hap-
rened m kt be held account le and perhJS it's time
to tightd. .r. egulations over po entially d~g .rous c~rgo.

And hile we're at it, we ust also ask ursel es-
why is it hat we never seem learn fron{ o 1spill and
sea disasters of decades past why is it_tat acci ents
like this jr st keep on happe .ng over anld over, gain
and again? ' •

Green cap talism
Despi 'choppy markets, renewable ehergy com-

pany is paving the stock ma ket'l
Altern Irgy priced its upco ing initial ublic off~ring

(IPO) at 11128 per share and i all setto li~ on March 24.
I've qe;n hearing from bro ers that deIlj¥fd is stjrong

despite It e market rout trigg red by concerns over the
collapse f Silicon Valley B. J l

~erha sit's because Alte ergy. is u~ uf unlik the
earlier rr~wable IPOs, beca e of Its triple :flay renew-
able p0r,0lio in wind, solar run of rive~ and battery
storage, .th an experienced am led by rmer eriergy
secreta ince Perez whom 11 e had the chance to qover
during ',s stint at the energy epartmen~l

For Se. Vince, doing a p lie listing i Tturni~g to
his comf rt zone. Before he as energy e~retary~ Sec.
Vince wa a seasoned inves ent banker aking se eral
compani s public in London, ew York and Singatore.

Alternergy has been pla ing for thir lPO for the·
past twp years, and during his time, 'lire ant his
team ha e quietly reached 0 t to their ne. ork i the
financial dustry. ~

' His t~ m believes that rene able ener .~sthe l~gacy
they can equeath to the nex generation and thelnext
and so (J) •

They elieve that a Filipind amily should be a partici-
pant in hat they call "green apitalism" o~ individual
participa 'on in clean energy.

Uniqu for an owner of a c mpany goiIjLgpublid, Sec.
Vince ha ..personally appro", hed old frt'•.gds in ~.tock
brokerag firms to ensure wid participati nby ret</ilin-
vestors, e young profession Is and the f rriilies infest-
ing for t eir children, I learn d from ind stry sources.

I also heard that becaus Alternerg' $ mantra is
to grow triple play renew le portfoli? for the next '
generati n, Vince and his P~ tners plan to bring Itheir
children 0 witness the listin ceremony on Marc* 24.

Actua ty, Sec. Vince beca e a father iyst four years
ago and perhaps he's made it his mission to leave a
lasting I gacy for his four-ye old daugr~er - rjew-
able ener as the dominant f el source f9r the co ntry.

Agai t this backdrop, m y have b~e1 predi ting
the end f the oil era. Arew there yet? Not quit, but
hopefull , it will happen.

EmaH eyesgonzales;gm:il. o~. Follow her on ~Wit-
ter @eyr:gonzales. Column a chives at EyesWideOpen
onFB.
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By Mae n Ramos-Araneta, Charles Dantes
and Mar eel V. Cruz

THE Dep rtment of Tourism on (Wednesday raised the alarm
over 61 to ism sites-including beach resorts-that are af-
fected by t e mas ive oil spill in Oriental Mindoro.

Tourism Secretary Christina Frasco raised this concern dur-
ing the To ism Stakeholders' Nat\onal Summit on Wednesday.

"It's an ngoing collaborative effort to manage the situa-
tion that i led by the DENR (Department of the Environ-
ment and atural Resources) and we are here to assist our
tourism w rkers," she added.

The oils spill from the sunke~ tanker MT Princess Em-
press, whi h was carrying 800,000 liters of industrial fuel,
has alread affected 70 barangays in the region, and-will
surpass th devastation caused by the 2006 Guimaras oil
spill, said enator Cynthia A. Villar.

She pus ed for assistance to residents who are affected
by the oil s ill of he coast of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

Presidin the Committee on environment, natural re-
ources, a d climate change hearing, Villar asked re-

source per ons from various government agencies what
Next a e ..

Oil...
From Al

assistance t y have provided so ar for
the cleanup nd containment of ~he oil
spill, as wel as the assistance given to
affected resi ents, especially those who

. have lost the r livelihoods.
National isaster Risk Reduction and

f'Janagemen Council (NDRRM~) As-
sistant Seer tary Bernardo Alejandro
updated the ommittee on the oil spill.

Villar said the oil spill will definitely
damage the arine ecosystem and biodi-

I versity; fishe ies and food supply; liveli-
hood of the p ople, especially fishep; the
health of the eople; and tourism.

Furthermo e, the oil spill threatens
around 21 10 ally-managed marine pro-
tected areas, neluding the Verde Island
Passage, whi h is poised to become a
\egislated pr tected area as "the '1enter
of the globa -shore fish biodiversity,"
Villar said.

Senator Fr ncis Escudero asked the
Office of th Civil Defense and the
*DRRMC to simplify their pro0tjss to
expedite the elease of calamity funds
tb local gave nment units (LGUs) that
need immedi te relief.

He noted t e bureaucratic red tape
cannot go on nd the LGUs affected by
the oil spill s auld not suffer the same
fate of Sorsog n when it was devastated
by Typhoon isoy in December 2019
when he was ill governor.

The province, he said. received ,
cial assistance from the calamit fund
only in 2022, three years after t
phoon struck.

The NDRRMC met on Wed
with its member agencies and loc
ernment units to reinforce the 0

response operations following t
spill from the sunken MT Princes
press in Oriental Mindoro.

During the meeting, Oriental tvtin-
doro Gov. Humerito Dolor raise I'con-
cerns about the impact of the oil s ill in
the region.

As of Tuesday, the oil spill h r af-
fected 31,497 families in Mimaro and
Western Visayas, and hurt the iveli-
hood of 13,654 farmers and fikher ,

House Deputy Speaker Ralph ecto,
meanwhile, said that a portion f the
government's P380 billion a year C1pec-
tion from crude oil and petroleum rod-
ucts can be used to finance the ele n-up
of the Mindoro oil spill and inde bify
impacted coastal residents.

Recto said a mere one day's wOl\th of
oil tax collections - PI billion - ?uld
be enough to jump start "abaterne and
alleviation" measures in areas hit b the
ecological disaster.

Recto said he is "gently remin ing"
government of its huge revenues fro oil
and fuel products "to goad it to spe ing
more for the containment of the oil sib."

"Whatever you are spending is j st a
mere drop in the barrel of oil tax co Iec-
tions," he said.

Recto believed that "if the reasury
were an oil tank, then it is on 1: correct
to siphon off from its contents to ad-
dress a s tuation for which one particu-
lar tax WlS meant to allev ate:'

"Nature, when it is under threat, as in
the case of the oil spill, is entitled to tax
dividends," he said.

Recto aid an excise ta.,xis slapped on oil
products because it is viewed as a narmful
product, causing pollution and sickness,
and contr .buting to global warrmng

"The argument was that It is paid to
compensate for damages l health and
the environment.

That \\ as how previous adm nistra-
tions framed their justification for high-
er oil taxes," he said.

"So can this principle be inv -ked in
the Mindoro oil spill? Can collec Ions of
this speci fic tax be spent for the contin-
gencies used to justify its imposit on?"
Recto said.

Based on a study of a House f Rep-
resentatives think-tank, the Bu 'eau of
Customs collected P372 b lior in du-
ties and taxes on crude oil (PI:) 9 bil-
lion) and petroleum products (P233.5
billion) in 2021.

The Bureau of Internal Re 'enue add-
ed P7.4 billion in excise tax from petro-
leum products during the same) ·ar.

The BOC gets the bulk in ollec-
tions based on the "pay as you enter"
principle ,.••.hen taxes on crude oil and
refined products are collected upon
landing in ports.

t'
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122 fall sick
due to oil s ill
- DOH 1~
of Health (DOH) said.

Undersecretary Maria Ro ario Ver-
geire, DOH officer-in-charg , said 122
people have fallen ill-mos of them
experiencing headache and r piratory
symptoms like cough and col s.

"Marami din pong mga na ihilo, 16.
Meronpongmgasumakitang ·yan. Na-
hirapan huminga, 10;meron gkaroon
ng skin rashes, around seve . (Many
of them experienced dizzine s, about
16 of them. Some had stom ch ache,
10 experienced breathing di iculties,
and around seven had skin ashes),"
added Vergeire. "And meron Ii ana na-
aggravate dahil nga nai-inhale nlla, na-
aggravate ang.kanilang asth a (The
asthma problems of five indivi uals got
aggravated after·inhaling toxic umes)."

Of those sickened by the i1 spill,
only one was hospitalized, said ergeire,

"All in all, halos lahat nam recov-
ered. Katulad nga ng sabi ko ati, isa
lang po ang napasugod natin s ospital
kasi nag asthmatic attack, but fter one
day nailabas na rin (All in all, most of .
them have recovered. As I've sid, only
one was rushed to the hospi due to
asthmatic attack but was discha ged the
next day)," she said.

Currently, the DOH is mo itoring
and providing assistance to ffected
communities to prevent sy ptoms,
said Vergeire.

143,000 residents affect d
The massive oil spiil cause by the

sinking of MT Princess Empress n Feb.
28 off Naujan, Oriental Mind ro has
already affected 31,497 families 43,713
individuals) in Regions 4-B (Mi aropa)
and 6 (Western Visayas), the flee of
Civil Defense (OCD)said on We esday,
March 15.

The tanker was carrying 8 0,000
liters of industrial fuel oil when sank.

The affected areas include t e mu-
nicipalities of Naujan, Pola, Pi ama-
layan, Bansud, Bongabong, oxas,
Mansalay, Gloria, and Bulalaca (San
Pedro) in Oriental Mindoro; A utaya
and Taytay in Palawan; and Cal ya in
Antique.

PCG presents
sunken vessel's CPC

I
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Convenience (~) of the sunken MT
Princess Empres~ to debunk reports the
agency allowed he vessel to operate
without the nece sary permit.

Rear Admir I Armando Balilo,
PCG spokesman presented the CPC
of MT Princess Empress to media
on Tuesday, Ma h 14. The PCG also
uploaded the do ment online via its'
official Faceboo page, "Philippine
Coast Guard."

According to t~ Maritime Industry
Authority (MARl A), a CPC is an au-
thorization it iss es to a vessel "for a
domestic water tr nsportation service,
for commercial/p blic use for which no
franchise, either unicipal or legisla-
tive is required b Ilaw!'

."Apat na bes~s nang ginamit ito
ng nasabing bark9 sa mga transakyon
niya sa PhiliPPin~ Coast Guard-one
in Manila, one in ebu, one in Misamis
Oriental, at isang ~ ses rin sa Iloilo (and
one in Iloilo). Pina~e-CheCk pa namin
'yung ibang mga b yan kung saan siya
dumaong, kung ay inspeksyon na
ginawa at kung m y sinubmit na CPC
(The vessel used ~ is [document] for
four times alreadYj in its transactions
with the Philippi~e Coast Guard. We
are still checking hat other areas the
vessel docked, if here were inspec-

L__~
ItPrFR

L~I
town

tions conducted, and if there I~ccording to RDC Rielc Marine
submitted CPC)," Balilo said i an r'ices, Inc., the tanker was com-
interview on Wednesday, Marc ~5. issioned in 2022. .

ThedocumentreleasedbyB ~lo p'uring the inquiry, Fabia said
included a MARINA decision d \ed t ~ ROCRield Marine services, Inc.
Nov. 16, 2Q22 which amended ~he s . Ihas a pending applicat.on with
CPC of RDCRield Marine Servi :es, .!tINA, which the agency was
lnc., owner of MT Princess 'r- s~posed to hear. The company,
press, and allowed the sun Fn a ~;ding to Fabia, has sti 1 miss-
tanker "to effect the perma nr i ~ocuments for their application
addition of the ship/tanker, M/ \<R f r n amended CPC to be !:r,mted.
Princess Empress, to the compa y's C Vice President Fritzie Tee
fleet." -I s i~ during the inquiry th at their

"As far as we are concerned ~e c mpany applied for an amended
relied on this document kaya na in C <l~andsubmitted all the required
pinayagan 'yungbarkonamagla g dements In November 2022.
(As far as we are concerned, e
relied on this document th t's t Cleanup efforts .
why we allowed the vessel to op ~- eanwhile, 5,603 liters of "oily
ate)," said Balilo, who added t ft w r mixture" have so fa been
the document will still be furt r c Igcted by the PCG as efforts to
investigated. co !~n the massive spill affecting

o ~l1tal Mindoro and othe r areas
CPC pending - MARINA enlered its second week.

The move is in reaction to ~ ~e PCG said that from March
testimony of MARINAadminist - 1 0'.\14, it collected 50 sacks of
tor Hernani Fabia 'during a Sen e oi contamlnated material) dur-
Inquiry on Tuesday, March ,in ~ts offshore oil spill response
that the agency has yet to issue op !lations.
amended CPC to RDC Rield Mari e Offshore oil spill respon se op-
Services, Inc. following the additi h er ~fn refers to the cleanup done
of MT Princess Empress to its fie t in he vicinity of the affected wa-

[~]
PA(~(- )

SIORY

I
'\l ("RT

.- .

te[s using sea vessels, PCGpublic
affairs officer Jov Diane Gumatay
explained.

I Seven hundred liters of such
mixture and six sacks of oil-
contaminated materials were '
gathered on March 14 alone, by
PCGtugboats (r.f1'UGj Lidagat and
(MTUG) Titan-I. The PCG said
140 sacks of 01 -con aminated
materials were also pu led from
th~ shore.

Further, the PCGalso collected
I,O~I sacks and 22 drums of waste
during its shoreline response op-
er~tions at 13 affected barangays
in the municipalities 'f Naujan,
Bulalacao, and Pola i. Oriental
Mi~doro in the same p riod.

Villar pushes gov t aid
As more people are affected by

tJleloil spill, Senator Cynthia Villar
has pushed for assistance for ther
affected parties.

The oil spill in Oriental Min-
doro would likely su pass the
devrstation caused by the 2006
Guimaras oil spill, cons idered as
the worst oil spill in the ':Ountry's
hisqory, Villar, chairwoman of
the Senate environmen natural
res~urces, and climate change
committee, said.

. During a Senate committee
hea~ingshe presided on Tuesday,
Villar asked resource per ons from
the PCD, the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR), Department of Labor and
Employment, Departme It of So-
cial Welfare and Developrient, the

. Natifnal Disaster Risk Reduction
Management Council (NDRRMC),
PCG, MARINA, Phillppn e Ports
Authority (PPA), and Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAI\) what assistance they have
so f~r provided for the cleanup
and ecntainment of the'cil spill,
as well as for affected residents,
especially those w ho hi ve lost
their livelihood.

NDRMMC Assistant Secretary
Bernardo Alejandro told the com-
mittee that a task force headed
by the regional director f OCD-
Mimafopa was created to support
efforts of DENRand the P< G in oil
spill containment, cleanup, and
emergency response.

Alejandrp also u dared thi
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1tourism site so Min 0
opektodo ng oil sp I

I Nababahala na ang De-
pr1]tIIlent of Tourism sa oil

~

iU sa Oriental Mindoro
-d hi! apektado na nito ang
6 tourism site, partikular

& mga beach resort.
Ayon kay Tourism See-

r tary Christina Frasco, sa

~

a¥on ay nasa 61 tourism
si e na ang. apektado sa
a iental Mindoro kung

ya't nakikipag-ugnayan
na sila sa roga ahensya
tulad ng Department of
L bor and Employment
p ra tulungan ang mga
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PUMALOnasa 1,497
pamilya mula MI RO-
PAat Western Visay slang
apektado ng oil spil mula
sa lumubog na MT Prin-
cess Empress sa 0 .ental
Mindoro.

Ayon sa Offi e of
Civil Defense (OOD),
apektado rin ang

"kabuha-yan ng 1 , 54

magsa-saka at mangi-
ngisda ng oil spill.

Aabot na rin sa P23.9
million halaga ng tulong
ang naibigay ng pama-
halaan at non-govern-
ment organizations sa
mga apektadong resi-
dente.

Nauna nang sinabi ni
Pola, Oriental Min-
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posiblen g pagkalat ng
langis," pahayag ni Morillo,

Sa ulat, patuloy qa nag-
babayanihan ang mga resi-
dente ng ilang coastal baran-
gays gaya ng Brgy.

HI DI pa man tuluyan ing epekto ng oil spill sa Navotas, upang magsaga-
at dir ktang naaapektuhan ating iniiangatang katubi- wa ng mga pangharang.
ng oi spill ang Calapan, an, "Kurminsulta na do tayo
mayr on nang inihahan- Ayon kay Calapan sa mga eksperto at nakipag-
dang preventive plans at ayor Malou Morillo, na ugnayan sa mga konsema-
coun er measures ang sa tulong ng Philippine dong ahensya sa nasyunal
lung od at maraming Coast Guard, Blue Alliance para sa kakailanganing
volu eers na rin ang na- hilippines,mgaahensyaat atlgating 10k1na amaha- kamgdagllngtulong,"dagdag
kaale 0 sa posibleng mag- liba pang 0

,

rganisasyon, isi- laan upang aran l'n ang pa ni Mayor Morillo,
-J.,-"! ~---r-' __ ~--~' ---- I,
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tri syon ang mga
sh ~ping company na
na bibiyahe ng langis.

a ilalim nito
I bawat litro nlt
is na ibinabi-
sa karagatan ay

bayaran ng mga
panya ng l~ngi~:
mpung sentimo.
liwanag ng Ma-
aabot na sa P63
on ang nakolek.
, pondo.

g nasa bing ha-
ng ibibigay base

sinumite nilang
a ng claim.
erine Reyes)

83M ibubuhos

ilinis oil spill
INAAS ANG tatang- na makukuha ng PCG
gap a g Philippine ang pondo mula sa Oil
Coast ard ng aabot Pollution Manageme.nt
sa P3 537 million Fund alinsunod sa Re-
par~ m1 amit sa clean- public Act 9483 0 ang
up drivy sa kumakalat Oil Pollution Compen-
na oil splll sa Oriental sation Act.
Mindor~ Sinasabing ang Oil

Sinal) ni Maritime Pollution Management
. Industry Authority Fund ang siyang da-
(Marina Administra- hilan kung saan nag-
tor A;tty. ernani Fabia, kakaroon ng mga kon-

r
r

I
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mNULAK ni Sen. Cynthia Vil/ar ang tulong sa rhga
sidenteng ape/dado ng oil spill mula sa lumuqog
MT Princess Empress sa karagatan ng Naujan, Orien
Mindoro noong Pebrero 28. I

Sa pagdinig ng Committee on Environment, Na L)"al
Sources and Climate Change, inihayag ni Villar na lijlm
san ng Mindoro oil spill ang pinsalang dulot ng 2006 C?uim
ras oil spill na pinakagrabeng oil spill sa kasaysa}'anPHipinas.

Kinuwestiyon ni Villar ang resource persons mula
OOiceof Civil Defense, Department of Environment and N I

ural Resources, Dep't. of Labor and Employment, Dep't.
~ial Welfare and Development, National Disaster ~sk R
~uction Management Council, Philippine Coast Guard Ma
~me Industry Authority, Philippine Ports Authority at Bur~ur' eries and Aquatic Resources sa tulong na naibigay
mga apek-tadong residente partikular sa rnga nawalan 119 kajUhayan. ~

Sinabi ni NDRMMC Asec, Bernardo Alejandro na qrnu
~~ang Task force na Plnamumunuan. ng regional dire r n
o 0 MIMAROPA (Mindoro Occidental, Mindoro 0 ental,
M rinduque, Romblon, at Palawan) para suporlahan ang
D NR at PCG sa oil spiUcontainment, clean up at emersen-
cy response. ,

Inihayag din ni Alejandro na 70 lugar sa rehiyo 1 at
22,000 pamilya mula sa 118 barangay sa Oriental Mindoro at

~Iawan, kabilang ang 13,588 fisherfolk sa Oriental Mindoro,
n9 apeklado na ng oil spill.

May 122 katao na rin ang nagkasakit.
, f\pektado na ng oil spill ang marine ecosystem at bi<Kli-

erSity;fisheries at food supply; livelihood partikular ng fis ler
olks; kalusugan at turismo,

anta rin ang oil spill sa 21 locally-managed marine WO-
ectljd areas, kabi/ang na ang Verde Island Passage na n<i'~a-
mbi:ng maging legislated protected area dahil sa sentr~-ffo
9 , lobal-shore fish biodiversity."

umabangon pa lang umano ang mga mamama-ya1 sa
uga~rmula sa pandemya at hindi dapat madag-dagan pa ang
an'l ng paghihirap, sinabi ni Villar.

sama sina Senate President Pro Tempore Loren Ledar-
~a, hiniling ni Villar sa mga kaukulang ahensya ng pama1\~-
aan magpaabot ng lahat ng kinakailangan lulong ang m a
)iktiill . ERNIE S
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.533 e tarya ng akawan sa Mind r bina 01 ng oils
I NAKAPIN nangnasa pap~am sa radyo. . sUltll~agotsa kanila, dagdagpa
!7 kilometro n coastal baran- . '" ung 11 barangaysnatinna ang kakulangan ng pemut ng
$ays ng Pola, 'ental Min- , coa t Iarea, 'yun ay 47 kilo- natuiang barko para m akuha
~oro ang oil pill mula sa met rs," dagdag pa niya. ng insurance benefits.
bnnubog na m ortanker Prin- ,qliban dito, sinabi ni Cruz, A,'(tIl kay Cruz, ma n nil
.cess Empress. nasa 533ektaryana ng bakawan lamang 10araw angmay-ari ng
i "'Yung wa area natinhin- ang apektuhan ng oil spin MT Princess Empress na sum-
diJro alam kun gaano kataki. maJi anpa sa 4,800 pamilyang agot ~1 panawagan nila kung
Pero sobrangJ -naang dam- ape do. hindi ay maghahain na sila nu
agedahilhindi abpangisda Dllgdag pa niya, kanselado kaso:la.bansamgamay-arinito.
ang mangingi . Hindi rin naritilmg lahat ngreservatiens Matatandaari na Pebrero 2U
rhakasisiddahiI atayna sa ~aIeSOrt na naapektuhan lumu:~ogangnabanggitnam().
~gmgapusit. gmg turtle ng~: pill. tor tanker matapos aeng..
wnaalisnarin," gbabahagini DI/hilditoaynagpaplanoang' kwe 'ong melalekas n a on
Mayor Jennire Cruz nitong local~ovemmentunit (LGU).na· May Ibrga itong 800,0 itrc

~M~iy~e~rk~u~l:e~s,~~a~rs~0:J..~5~,~s~a~~~E~1l~n~g~sustam~~-~a~b~le~al~ter~-~~~~~~~~~~~~n~g~in~d\lstrial fuel oil.
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m greedII ! I Philippine big bu i~essesl which portrayed themse es
~ a good Samaritans during the pandemic are revea ing

t ir dark side in th rush to recoup what was lost du ing
t ~ two-year disrupt qn.

IEnvironmental roups are up in arms agains a
c rglomerate that - ~s bee~ caught in one too m ny
c htroversies that in ~catedgreed. This time it was tie ,to

Of vessel th I recent sinking 0 a tanker carrying 800,000 ...t-!i••
• 1.onJ m tric tons of indus rial oil.I 'r.'"' .
OIJifSlwuJd 0 cut costs, the co pany used an unlicensed
IW.~# its ve sel to carry the lethal cargo across
roI4. If' the th resource-rich erde Island

Y-P sage, which is own for
ha ing the most abun ~nt
co centration f
m rine life in t e_
wo ld.

nvironment
chdog- Protect J
wants immediat

re aration from a
in lived in the tra JdY,
sa ing the governmen hould
ex ust all means _mak~
th private
co p a n ie s

-----
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accountabl I

Compen ~tion is needed for the living ex ens
communiti ~ affec~ed by the oil spill. I

Penaltie' should also be applied for the e :vir mental
backlash c Used b the spreading pollutant.

A heari gl of the Senate committee on nvi
natural re Qurces'l and climate change th 0
revealed th tt the owner of the star-crossed an
Reield Mar ne Sertices Inc, had not secur d s ficient
requireme t$ before sailing.

The lack f legal ~ocuments for the vessel, cc I ing to
shipping ex erts, ~ay make it hard for the 0 ne ' of the
tanker and I tf cargq to claim insurance pay ent which
earlier rep rts placed at around $1 billion. I

The gove nment is relying on' insurance ay nts to
foot the bil for foo~ subsidies and the mas ive eanup
that may la ~ for ye~rs. ' I

' It was foj~d that, the vessel is new, havin be built
just last ye r, and had thus far made nine tr ps. I

Its filial oyage was allowed despite the c mp y still
being i? th procesS of updating its Certifica ~o ~ ublic
Convemenc .\

"Ehsuring the seaworthine s / . ships
" that ~ould pass through extr m rich

For and s?cio-ecologically import nt aters
instance, Iike We VIP, including necess ry apers
how could )ike intlusion in the CPC,shoul ha been
the tanker basic due diligence," Fr. Edwi G .guez,
have sailed lead convener of Protect VIP, s id,
without a I These violations of marit me
license if according to the environmen :IIinot jor the ~ r
company he mdre point to the account bil
behind it DC aid its charterer. "We asse t
puUing insura~ce claim challenges the m
the right due to I this in no way excuse he
strings? having to pay up," Gariguez sai

SL Harbor Bulk Terminal C
a subsidiary of a corporate giant, chartered DC,
Marine Servi es to ship industrial oil carried by the nker
-that sank of ~he coast of Oriental Mindoro: I,

The chart rfr is generally considered the pill and
owner of the essel involved and should not d ~y i role
in the envir ~ental nightmare. I

Rules gove '~ing oil spills say the companie m
a cash bond ~ at least P70 million, of which 0
will be used f Ii' cleanup and containment and ~O
for damages ~d payment to impacted commu iti .

There were several infractions committed indi ati I that
those involve In the epic accident are used t fIa ting
rules. 1

For instanc , how could the tanker have salle Wit ut a
license if not fo the company behind it pulling the ri t s .gs?

Giant Gong 0jIDerates should be reminded th t ling
after the wel are of the people should go be nd ere
slogans and s ~nd bit s~ j

ules,
s, all
es of
t any
face
from
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H tryinqt . clean up an oils
I Ihis column last Monday, m' I', R'OUGI:i I

~I'0w columnist Bobi Ti~la TRADE'
thr w the government straig t
int the blades for its appal -I r» BEN ,:

. ing ~ poor response to 'the still- KRITZ'
un 'lding oil spill disaster that i~
fou ng the seas and large areas dfff The availability of personnel and
the oasts of Mindoro, Antiqu equipment capable of finding
an Palawan, He was absolutel out - reso!1{ces that'the philip- •
cor ct about everything he said pines, presumably a maritime
but s far as I'm concerned, h nation, ought to already have but i

robably tookind. doesn't, ~s 'figlao pointed out .:»
e interestingly rnaddenin may be Weeks away.
I have noticed about th Th~ PyG does, however, have

pines in the past few year exact data on how much oil and
is t t the government hasgotre oil-fouled debris have been col-
belt r at rising to the occasio lected so far, and presented those',
wh n a natural disaster occurs figures in the Senate hearing as
but hen the disaster is manmade though Ihat was some kind of
rega less of its scale, it's sudden] achievement. As of Monday, the
tim to send in the clowns. Th PCG said, 115,295 kilograms of

stories from Wednesda solid waste and 5,206 liters of oil-
ing about the Mindoro oil water mixture had been cleaned
erfectly illustrate that. I up, mostly in Oriental Mindoro.
t, it should not be the casel The other disturbing revela-
he most rapid response to tion, which made the PCG look
ergency comes from the even' worse because in this case

b, in theform of one or more it cannot claim doing its job is
ous ciphers launching an handicapped by a lack of expen-

"inv tigation in aid of legisla- sive resources, is that no one on
tion which really means, an ' Tuesday seemed to know what
inve igation in aid of burning up was the r~gistration status of the
som staff payroll budget to print tanker, owned by ROC Reield Ma-
a rep rt that says, "this incident is Irine Services. The vessel seems to
a ba thing, and someone ought have been owned by the shipping
to d something about it." But Icompany for only a few months, ,
sena rs are going to the Senate, and it wa~ reported' in the Sen-
J gue ,so we may as well try to :ate hearing that it did not have
sque e some value out of it and tile 'required certificate of public
see if ere's anything useful in the fonvenience (CPC) to operate,
infor ation that emerges from Ivhi'ch is issued by the PCG,
their lublic peacocking session. !The owAers said that they had

A upJe of deeply disturbing pplied ~I"r one in November
poin were revealed during the 022, but' mplied that they had
heari,!g on Tuesday, the first ot receiv d it yet; in the mean-
bein that the Philippine Coast ime, the ship had completed at
Guar (PCG), at least as far as east nine ~oyages before sinking.
this a ident and anything related ~he PCG representative blustered
to it i concerned, is hilariously hat it "~ay recommend the
bad a ts job. Information critical iling of appropriate charges"
to act ally stopping the disaster, gainst the shipping company
such Is the exact location and or operating the ship without
dispo ition of the sunken oil ~CPC' but that was not enough
tanke I how much of its cargo of t deflect the well-deserved con-
BOO,O a liters (about 6,709 bar- em nation delivered by Sen.
rels] fuel oil has spilled from rancis Escudero, who appropri-
the sh ,and how much remains altely demanded to know what
on bo d still seems to be miss- the hell the PCG had been doing
ing tw , weeks after the accident. all that rim in allowing the ship

rd (peG) personnel and volunteers c fleet debris
a cleanup along the eea It in Pola, 0 lental Mindoro

013, days after an 011 slli IIfrom a su ken tanker.

to sail witho
absence oft
turned up i
tion carrie
personnel
vessels befo

OnWedn day
ever, it em~ged
had in fact i sued
ship, and pr vide
of it as proo . Th
PCG nor th ship
to have bee awar
in terms of ape
was actually ailin
is bad for the CG,
out diminish ng th
responsibilit for t
now puts the nus
explain its br akdo
tion and ove sight t
the defective ship
last, disastro strip

The last d sturb g piece of
information co out of the
Senate heari g. t e blame for
which may I ot b aid at the
PCG's feet, at last n t ntirely, but
puts an unfla tering s otlight on
the Maritime Indus Authority
(Marina), is t e adr i ion of the
shipowners th t. as 'mall firm.
it "is incapabl of co 1 lying with
the insurance laim f the local
government 0 Orie t Mindoro,
amounting to 1 bil i n in dam-
ages," as the n ws re ts put it.

Now, I will ~ppi dmit that
I do not have ~ep 1 wledge of--~~--~-------------

rtificate. The
hould have

sory inspec-
local PCG

ommercial

the byzantine worki gs of the mari-
time shipping business, but this
disclosure raises w at Ithink is an
obvious question. J a shipper is un-
able to provide ade uate insurance
- either through p rchasing it. or
with its own fina cial resources
- to (Over damag s that may be
caused by a cargo it i carrying, then
why in the hell is it lowed to carry
that ca.go in the fir t place?

It is not just a m tter of assign-
ing liability, or filin a suit or "the
appropriate charg s, N but a real
matter of being abl to respond to
and recover from amage to the
environment, prop ny, or human
lives. Covernrnent gencies, local
governm ent units, id businesses
pointing fingers at e m other and
quibbling over the orrectness of
paperwork do not re ove so mum
as a single molecule foil pollution
from the seas and re fs and beam-
es, nor do senators m king dingbat
Captain Obvious pro ouncements
such as "the oil spill is bad for the
environment and ivelihoods,"
and "there should b someone in
charge of the clean p." Kudos to
local government UI its and local
residents, civilian vo unteers, and
the rank-and-fils P G personnel
who are doing their best to help
clean up the mess, b t their lead-
ership b letting the down in a
shameful and infuria ing way.

rip.
rning, how-
t the PCG
PC for the
photocopy
neither the
ner seems
at. at least

k, the ship
egally. This
ause, with-

hipowners'
accident. it
the PCG to
in inspec-

at allowed
sail on its

ben,kritZ@mani/ times.net
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B cause we neve
. THE tons of indus I oil from the sunke~ MT
Prinbess Empress, ~iCh occurred last February
28, ~as become a ma r environmental disaster.

SInking off the ters of Pola in Mindoro
.ori~tal' the oil slic as gone beyond Pola, into
.Nau an and almost t entire eastern seaboard of
Min oro. .

Npw the swift c~ nts of the Tablas Strait is
bringing the dirty, s i Icy black 011 all the way
beyond Calapan int e Verde Island passage,
which is the most bi iverse marine area in the
country, even Asia.

If we are unable find the spot where the
vesscrl sank, and plu tb~ ~pot where the oil is
gorging out, even Ba gas may be in danger of
dirty slick touching i hores.

. Already, internatio Inews reports have shown
the location where oil tanker' sank, and the
neighboring areas l~h happen to be prime
tourist destinations.

Expect travel can lations in the immediate
future, despite more in the Philippines, or
whatever new mark t ng slogan the DOT is
cooking up.

W~ never learn.
in Guimaras, when
carrying some half a
in shallower waters.

Th~ MT Princess press has 800,OOP liters
inside its hull, and the aters whereof it sank are
deeper, the currents fa r and wider.

Twp weeks after th rccident, the ship owners
are still waiting for ~~ remote operated vehicle
(ROV) they contracte from a supplier abroad
to be ~ble to ascertain e source of the leak, and
patch jt up.

," . -

an ,il Communications was
o B. ~erez of Batangas City,

Being a consul ive anager, Nani Perez, who
later served as co res an for the 2nd distrll.t of
Batangas, and lat it as ~cretary of Justice under
PGMA, had all th rgency heads under his
SUpervisionatten re I meetings where they
could directly int ract hh him on problems as
well as offer sugg ~tio for improvement of our
transport and co uni tion systems. .

Though I was then ~ostrnaster-general' and
communications s n yet removed from the
department, we weal .ee to suggest measures
even beyond our ~pec i e turfs, as long as they
were within the M TC ealm.

I recall two su esti ~s which, if acted upon
then, or in the later ars ~e Coryadministration,
would have preve d t transport mess we face
these days.

First, we foresa the _1entialtraffic congestion
in the metropolis once the integrated container
terminals were ope ed i fanila Bay.

Huge container true ,still relatively novel
in 1986, would ho so lach road space as tll~ey
travel from the port it, fa ories or warehouses 1&0
situated in NCR.

Wby not move e co jiner ports to Batanl!3S
City,.where t.here, jas a . pmpleted internatiollul
terminal which co d b xpanded as contai ier
sbipping increase . g over break bilk
cargoes?

. That would als dec gest NCR of factories
which would likely eloc ~ to Batangas, Laguna,
and other parts of (~Iab on more proximate to
the container port.

The other sugge ~ion as, and this was qu .te
politically controv rsial: gradually phase , t
the jeepneys, by as lng TFRB not to give n ,
franchises for ope lion in Metro Manila, I (0

their operators.coul sell eir units to provinc I~I
operators while 0 ould stop renewi Ig
registration of dilapi ated ·¢epneys.

Meanwhile, the ep ent should procel
to plan and imple nt re modern transp r
systems, whether i il 01 ad.

~-

had a similar disaster
tanker MT Solar I ~as

i lion liters of oil that sank

/Je((:ltJ$
PfQ-ac:t~m,
When the p. blems
hf;lve m.Qun. ,gJ and
beeouse W~ ever learn
frgm past e peri~ne;e;$;
we fire whe . we are
today

we never
onlY reqc:t

--- --



TITlE:

Two lessons s#, uld have been learned from the
Guimaras disast~f.

One, vessels y.ing our w~!ers, should have
double hulls, whi have the ability to prevent or
reduce oil spills.

The ship is d, gned and constructed in such

~

way there is r separator between the outer
ottom and an in~~e hull, so that unless there is
huge collision bf een two vessels, the cargo is

protected from sp I age. ' ,
I recall there s a move during the second

Aquino adminis ion by some businessmen to
import double hu I vessels from Japan, but I am
unaware if MA A or such other government
a~encies, that lie e- vessels have implemented
the same. -.

In the wake of e Exxon Valdez oil spill way
back, the US go rnment required all new oil
mllkm for use in e US to be equipped with full
dpuble hulls.

The other less we failed to learn from the
Guimaras disaster i how unprepared government
is in reacting to SUfI oil spills.

It distresses peo~ e no, end that two weeks after
the MT Princess E pire sank, the shipowners are
stili waiting for an OV to detect the source of the
Ie k in the vessel.

Why did our ' ernment not purchase such
Rf:V equipment ~er Guimaras, given the fact
th t oil is transpo efl from Lirnay or Batangas to
al parts of the Vis Xas and Mindanao?

Surely, that bunt would be a minimal

~

ction of the to lity of the pork barrel and
in ertionslidentific,t ons made by legislators in
th government ex~ nditure program?

But no. We nev learn. '
We always react tpo late.·We never pro-act.

***
Take the reSistanf~ of our jeepney drivers to the

modernization of p ~Iic transport.
At the beginning of the Aquino I administration,

in fact under what as called a "revolutionary"
government whe e nothing revolutionary
transpired other the replacement of duly
elected local offici I by then Minister of Local
Governments Aquil 0 Pimentel Sr., the Ministry

I~
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Some o~ p.urs 'I said that, this was a risky
political mov co dering the number of voters
relying onje ney' r livelihood.

Still there as imity that we needed more
modern tran it 'stems and could, jaot rely
on the diese gu.z g, limited space eepneys
which our est m ,folleague, Atty. Em IJurado
described as ion ~ing post-war venture of the
late Don Emi' Ya !I'

Nothing h ~pen ~ to those suggestinns, and
Sec. Perez mo d Q ~~ reprise his legislative duties
in the newly- e House of Representatives.

Three seer tarie Succeeded Nani Perez during
the Cory admi istr i~n, and nothing changed.

We are still ~her re are, and now the jeepney
drivers and op ato b rightly worried at the full
implementatio of I jeepney modernization plan
which, if start ~ by .gradual phase-out some 35
years ago, cou d ha been smoothly rolled out.

Because W b.ev' ro-act and only react when
'the problems ~e II ted, and because YI e never
learn from pas exp ences, we are when: we are
today.

I have to
previous colu titl

In my haste to se
editor, I failed del
of which came
post in my lapt to
same topic. 1

J actually e ed column with a quote froin
former preside t R 'go Roa Duterte, who kept
telling us du . ~ hi 015-16 campaign for the
presidency, tha "I d it as my chief article of
faith, that with ut pe and order, there call never
be progress." I

Incidentally, I w s invited by Atty. Alfredo
Lim, chairman pf. th ex Talionis Fratern:itas, to
a book-Iaunchif.~ e t last Monday, where the
former preside t was est of honor.

Still preferri g to e addressed as "Mayor,"
Duterte mingl d w his fraternity brothers,
looking more r laxe nd in good health despite
the many proble s h ced head-on and h ds-on
in the previou ye

*.*
I for a serious error in the
"Where bullets fly.'''
my column to our opinion
my previous draft, portions
er articles that I normally
ind me of writings on the
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Gov't hit 0
slowrespo s

on oil spil
A lawmaker lamented w at

described as the governmen s s
res~nse to the oil spill fromthe u
mot r tanker MT Princess Empl fS.

, H use committee on ecolo h
La na Rep. Marlyn Alonte s id
cernra local government un ~s,
Philifpine Coast Guard (PCG) ~d
partrhent of Environment and a
Resources (DENR)were "inade ua
equipped to respond to oil spil "

"Our government agencies on e
fron~ines as first responder to 'il
spill1 do not have booms an ot r
cont~inment equipment, suppl es d
measEes/' she said.

Albnte reminded the DE ~ a d
PCG to ensure that 'their bud et r
next tear will have an allocatio for:'1
spill rntainment equipment, s pli ,
meas res and training. I '

"B equipment Imean boo r a
Skimmers.The Coast Guard an 'IDa r
ports should 'also have their 0 n 'I
spill ooms and skimmers," she sai !

Alonte said the oil slick sp ad t
other rreas because it took days bef
the booms were installed.~~I -Sheila Cris to
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The ban is being
enforced every
Wednesday and
Saturday, and is

Intended to reduce
plastic pollution
in the municipality

~ll as the rev cation of heir
usiness permt .

"Plastic pollution is bo an
vironmental and sociat jus-

ce issue since the ones ~o
e most adv~r ely aff ted,
pecially duri~~: heavy d wn-
urs, are poor commu 'ties
d settlement~," read th or-
nance authored by coud il~r
muel Pogoy. ' I
Based on ata fro the

yironment Manage ent
reau of the Departme t of
e Environmeht and Na ral
sources, the p'hilippine has
oome the thir largest s roe

marine plastic poll
xt only to India and C
e country ge~erates up

ilfion tons of plastic per ~a[,
olume projeafed to sw I to
million tons br 2025.
Based oq another esti ate
de in an October 2022 r 'odt
the World WLcle Fun~ for
ture, Filipino use a tot of
5 m,illion tons of plastics ev-

year, with o~~Y9 perce t of
waste (83,oqo tons) b in~
rcled. III
Another study, done by the
ironment group the GI bal

lance for Inciperator A er-
ives (Gaia), said 163 mil oIf
stic sachets ate used in he
ntry every dky. or 60 il-
sachets eacw year, eno
blanket 130,000 foo

ds. -WITH A REP ill' FROM INq IR.
E ESEARCH INQ

"123

other similar establishments."
During the two "no plasti '

days, everyone in the town e
gaged in retail-whether selli
dr: or wet goods, applianc
and other commodities - m
only use biodegradeable or r
usable packaging or contai
ess, such as paper bags, ratta
baskets Of net bags.

DATE

Some exceptions
Single-use plastics may sti

be used on those two days fo
sauces, ice water or ice candy.

The use of plastic dri '
ing straws is also "absolutel
prohibited inall stores, resrau
rants and other business e~
tablishments within the nill'
nicipality."

Violators face fines fro
and P500 to P2,500 per violation, a
~~~---------J~-J~H~~~ ~~ -----T-r~

- -- J>------+-------I-tJ.l l -ttll!-;---
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!A call u; actio
R ecE!Jltly,a grap ~ic-showing that t e

Phli*ppines is t e purported bigge t
ocetn polluter jtsbeen circulated i
social media. - ether this is true r
d I I b d hinz i Ip'0t; ata- ase or n ,one t mg IS certa ,

there i{ a PROBLEM nd something nee
to be done collectiv ly in order to creat
an impact.
I . Admittedly, food p1anufa~turers, sue
as Alaska Milk Corp. C),utilize plastil
whlch are necessary m order to thrive i
what is dubbed as a sachet economy." f
the absence of any v able alternative, tIi,
sad reality is-the us I of plastics will per
s~st in order to be ab e to provide affor4
~ble nutrition to the pnsumers. Howeve
AMC r1cognizes its orrelated obligatio
i~detracting the pe ~ls caused by thes
p1astics to theenviro ment.

AMc!'s AlasKalik san (~laska + ka
likasan/~1ture) is its brella term for t
company's initiatives 0 offset its plasti,
f60tprin,tl1.Since 21ng,1\MCfas been part-
nering with big loc I government unitk
(LGU) in joint wrapp r redemption pro-
grams. LGUs redeem single-uss, plastics
(SUPs) straight from the communities.
whileA1j.1C provides ilos of milk in exr
change for SUPs. LGU , on die other han?r
partner "1th recyclers ~d upcyclers, This
is a two-pronged apprp ach \f.hich encour]
ages both la sense of r sponsibtltry toward
protectin~ the environ ent, ¥ well as pro
motes nutritional aw renesf within th
communi~1 . Through hese partnerships,'
AMC has neutralized almos] 450 metri
tons of SU s it has gen fated ip the market.

1In 2022, AMC has also lnvested in a
technology that conve ts SUPs into WoW
boards. It has partnere with D&G Pacific

~P. to ,¥tJabIish a ultila ered plastic

•alOnto address t plastic it
footprint; <1.0perce t by 2024, with 10 per-
cent annu~l increa~e up to 80 percent by
2028 and onwards. Therefore, it is imper-
ative that equally esponsible co panies
adopt similar initiatives to address the
surmounting problfm of SUPs.

upcycling . facility to .help mmi On top of these fnd as part of its overall
lution caused by SUPs catalytic commttmsnr to slstainability, AMC also
five-hectare facility, situated at commits to reduce its carbon emission by
of Antipolo City, Rizal, is estimatf putting up 15,000 s lar panels 0 its roof-
the capability and capacity to u~( tops, with each mt:ule having a capacity
MT of SUPs yearly. These plastics re of 400 watts at pea hours. It is expected to
cessed into WoW boards, which e achieve 8.2 million ilowatt-hour of power
ilar to plyboards and phenolic bo tds per year. This is equfvalent to around 1,000
are eight times more reusable. Th ke tons of carbon di9xide emission. More-
els are completely recycled and d ot over, AMC has al* partnered with Isla
chemicals or additives during . nu LPG Corp. to switc from low s lfur fuel
turing, ensuring that the product s r y- oil to a cleaner Iiq efied petroleum gas.
dable, termite-proof, and water-r list t, This will reduce ar nd 2,700 tons of C02
which can be used in furniture pt uc i n emission per year. .
or as a construction material. This is a. call fa other companies to

To complement the above ip iat s adopt and share b st practices, d in-
and widen its reach, AMC, likewF ,p t- spire others to join this collective action
ners with Plastic Credit Exchang (P ), to-undertake positive measures needed to
which has its own redemption, fie yd , protect out environ ent. Makati Business
and, upcyding programs. Throu is Club, through their partnership with the
partnership, an estimate of almost 00 T Netherlands Embass ,is one organization
of SUPs were recycled and upcycd t that can facilitate p blic-private partner-
year. Through the above initiati;)e r A C ships to help solve our country's plastic
has been certified as a net-zero la c waste problem. Sm II steps when taken
waste brand in 2022 by PCXfor ne traf - together cast a bigge shadow.
ing 100 percent plastics generated nd
leased to the market in the precedi y

With the recent enactment and mp _
mentation of Republic Act No. 118g or
Extended Producer Responsibilitt ct
2022, companies are held responsl ~e
the plastic packaging they use thr? h
the liferyde of their products a~ ne
to demonstrate recovery and diver on
20 percent of their 2023 plastic p c

BUSINESS MATT I S
. MARIA ANGELA ESQUIV

Maria Angl~la Esquivel is legal, corpo-
rate affairs, and s stainability lead of
AMC, an operating company of Royal
FrieslandCannpina. ou may contact her
at MAEsquivel@ala kamilk.com

I
Business Matters is a project of the aka-
ti Business Club ( akatibusinessclub@
mbc.com.ph).
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Taking I~...·di IPU
mode iza :ion

Local government units taking t si J of drivers and operators
seemingly averse to the Public tili Vehicle Modernization "
Program of the government could rh s take a cue fr im Davao Mojo
City which will soon rid its streets f.0 ,dilapidated j~€,pneys. areas

AB the local government imple en the modernlzation of its such as the
public transportation system, the ci eparing to bid goodbyet9 N~na1 .
PUJs that are over 15years old, acc to a Land Transportation I1tfJron
Franchising and Regulatory Board al there. . 88fmwbe

The official, in a report, said 0 e I of jeepneys that will be .
scrapped will be paid per unit bas d ori' their appraised value as ~1'S and
the city prepares to shift to the H' h ority Bus System.

The amonnt that will be receive by wners of old [espneys for if::'b::::fi, of
every scrapped unit will be on top f t financial, technical, and ts
livelihood assistance that the gove nm t will provide liS part of b .
the social development package for fe ed drivers and operators.

Under the HPBS scheme, low 00 city buses will replace
jeepneys. A "scrapping facility" b established to fast-track
the transition which sees the HPB alr tdY up and running in th~
last quarter of next year.

Drivers of the scrappedjeepne w I be prioritized for hiring

t-
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by operaf s of the HPBS buses but they will e ;quired to
undergo ~raini.ng·with the Technical Educa IOn and Skills
Developme t Authority to equip them with s Ills efore they
can quali to be bus drivers. .

Affect drivers can also work as mech ic knd other
related p itions for the maintenance of t ~ts at -the
terminal epots. The HPBS will employ ar n 11,000-bus
drivers.: . I

Accord g to the Department of Transport io ,;HPBS will
have 29 s routes divided into four tiers: etr avao will
form the re services that will connect all m or mmercial
centers ng five routes; Davaolnter will n : ong eight
routes co ecting the inner urban areas direjY t the Davao
Central siness District; DavaoFeeder will un ~long nine
routes li ing smaller centers and areas of or dispersed
populati s to the MetroDavao services; and av ~6Localwill
providelink between the outer rural. area of ft.,ecity and
the main ransport system or the integrated/,er nals.

While vao already has a blueprint far wha it i nds to do,
major ur n areas such as the National Capita Re n seem to
be hard-p ssed to convince drivers and operato s 0 ~hebenefits
moderniz ion brings.

The has already clarified that the P
mode' on does not seek to erase the iconic
of the Ro . It pointed out that the jeepney des'
.not covere by the PhilippineNationalStandards . h
onlyinclu dimensionallimits,engine requireme ,
and safe C·that modem publicutilityvehic
musthav .

It em asized that it has no restrictio s
.regardin he design or the look of jeepney un s.
More so, is does not seek to erase the iconi jee ney designs
j~rairfe in Philippine culture. I
~~yThe Tr said. the PNS only seeks to e su I that PUVs
f. comply th the Euro 4 emissions standards in ne with an
Admlnist tive Order by the Department of nvi Inment and
Natural sources as mandated by the United at ms, ~

PUV ups held a transport strike last wee to xpress their
. oppositi to .the program, as operators appe d r more time
to shift t modern jeepneys beyond the 30 J d· dline.

The t nsport strike was initially set to las a . ek but was
cut sho after representatives of transport .ro vs met with
Preside Communications Office Secretary el .Garafil and
Office of e Executive Secretary Undersecret y R r Cervantes,
who rep sented President Ferdinand Marcos

. Mala fiang thanked representatives ofth ra kport groups
for lifti the strike and vowed to review t e &dernization
program e extended deadline till the end 0 he ear, he said,
would giy the Palace time to address the con rn f the group.

Com to think of it, the Davao blueprin co d very well
assuage oth the government and the tran 0 groups that
mode . tion, indeed, is possible if only all sid li n to reason.
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Mud ats dotting. the s
-- Most beachfront pr p- .
here opt for an uncl t- ANGKOKOLUM

tered vie of their sunse~, a n at Kulamnista.blounbroken weep of the hOn.2:on c;-
ing the G imaras Strait smack n
the weste end of Negros islan

Shore lement dwellers tak
similar vie that has tamped do
any attemp todababitofgreenin
coastal m shes and mud flats d t'-
tingthesho ~line.However,enterp 'sf
ingmargin fisheJ;folkshavestudd ~
the shallow portions with fish corn Is
calledbakl while others are cont 1:
to grub for arious species of cla s~
oysters, an crabs among the sho sl

The Uni edNationsDevelopme t
Program ( P) endemic tree s
cies conse ation scheme noted
"mangrove rests once teemed
grosisland' c;oastalmarshesandm d
flatsinthe1 thcentury.Wefindtho
mangrove- wncoastal partsdefin
in maps of i e 1800s. The remai . g
bakawan sp cies are now confined 0
estuaries a a mud banks of rive
flowing int ~e GuimarasStrait."

Castor re ated that local conserv _.
tionist grou s have made quixo c
attempts to I. g back pockets of sue
dead-and-g e mangrove forests b t
"beachfron] ropertyowners,indiff _
ent local of . ials and coastal settle
have thwart these attempts to r _
green the sho line."

However a beachfront prope
owner -- an oil industry giant __ .
Bacolod's so thwesternskirtshas
gun a modes, initiative to bring bac .
a whit of gr n to a slice of the strait
coast cover Iby the property.

ks prevailin laws have it, publi

~

omain or ov.ernment proper
oundaries b I • after five meters 0
ewater'sed e.Sothepropertyown

rcandowha verhedesireswiththa
fivemeterons'oremargin which legal
Iy accrues to e beachtront property
:('1obodywoul take the owner to co
for taking lib rties and inflicting far

1111

fetched schemes (like raising th
Swamp Thing) on that five-mete
margin -- nota beach front but a slic
off a mushy mud pie sprinkled wi
barnacle-patched rocks and debri
chunks.

With legal niceties duly consid
ered, it took little convincing for th
current property steward and instal
lationchief Efren V. Domingo to pu~ .
to work a scheme that would be al
throwback to the 19th century, a quix
otic try putting back dabs of green 0
that slime-and-mud backyard ad
junct to the 1.6-hectare property.
Fenced in by a sturdy seawall, the
property neatly houses a cluster of
fuel tanks, several pocket gardens, a
smattering of palms and trees amid
huge dots of manicured lawns and a
grou!? of squat buildings - a Shell
installation.

As he pointed to a patch of mud
and'brine, Domingo outlined an ar-
row-straight 1.9-kilometer fuel pipe-
line leading out to the Guimaras Strait.
Except for strewn-about fishing boats
and scattered bamboo baklad, only
the hunched figures of shellfish gath-
erers broke the horizon.

"Shellfishgathererspryoffthe11OCks
a species of oysters. It's called sisi.
Tinutungkab nila pati 'yong mga na-,
kadikit sa pipeline. That can wear out
the pipeline's outer protective coat-
ing," he explained.IAsUlLfromal=gffp;peline,oom-

I
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eting an envision e tI. "new 10k" for
e mudflats off the LJlStallatio coast-
~wouldbealineoj;mangro etrees
abs of growing green in other-

se dreary backdrop, This writer
ached the bakaWianidea to omin-

An erstwhile Pa rafiaque r sident
ohasmovedwitlithisfamil tothis
teel Western Viseyan capi al, Do-
go learned thatthernangro estand

tivatedatthe Baclaran,Par aque-
Pifias coastline had helpe check
worsening level of Manil Bay's

~ ter pollution. Ba awan ro ts ab-
b and neutralize II ater po utants
. e providing a rural tuary
nursery for fish . ',crabs,l bsters
other aquatic de izens. P as

lwood for firing', and akery
ns and as timber iaterial f r rail-
d ties, the sturdy angrove ows

, slow like most hardwood ees _
:nfive-yearold~~sstandl sthan
eter .
.sides, a line of IJilmgrove - with

ad out roots takillg on the I k of
standingonslushyground- me-

look like a saraband of eauty
testants displayirlg their c rms.
s convinced, Efu~l picked out a
t appropriate day to plant man-
e propagules, tli.e mature fruit-
lings. This writer procure two
n propagules from an e sting

st dinasquatters'colonybesi eone
of f e rivers flowing into G . aras
S it.

a Nina-induced rains po
ext few days. wh en rain cuds
ed up, the dayjitne high tide
d the mud flats waist-d p to
our plans. We finally g~e
ove planting rites done after

al foiled attempts. Shakin our
inchagrin, wewad~andsl
darktoplantthe~;t!edlings the

bbedbeginninga '7p.m.,aThurs-
ight,
e we doing itrigN?" Efren on-
aloud.
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Parang laruan? Endange e
natagp an sa Cagayan
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USAP-USAPA~ ~ng is~ng ka-
kaibang ibon a natagpuan ng
isang kelot sa hi hway sa Cagayan
de Oro City. .

Siya si Teo ulo Borden ang
nakahuli sa isan endangered na
ibon na tinataw g na Brown Boo-

e by; uri ng large ~abird. Nangga-
ling ang pangal n nitong 'booby'
sa Spanish word' a 'bobo' 6 stu-
pid dahil ang ga itong uri ng ibon
~y karaniwang ajamya C!):dinag
llngat. ' 1.

Dagdag pa rit , ay. 'rare' maka-
kita ng ganitong i on dahil sa ngay-
on ay unti-unti n g nauubos ang
kanilang lahi. j

Samantala, n pag-alaman na
pagkaraang mahuli ito ni Borden
ay inuwi niya m na ito sa kanila

.1
I

I Lv1 L ___ -J r -'I r,__ ,
'"U,'I'I;n ,',,(~I:I nl\r· NUl rllHflRI1\1 t>,'trf)nu

I I ';TflRY ';f( flY
..::r II'Wrll

ibon
upang
a 1 a -
gaan at
pakainin.

Makikita sa ibin agi
niyang larawan a g
Brown booby na m y
dark brown na kul y
ng balahibo kung saa
kulay puti sa ban-
dang tiyan at .ma-
nilaw-nilaw na
mga paa at tuka ..

Sa n~ayon
ay nai-surrender
na ito sa City L0-
cal Environment and
Natural Resources
Office CCLENRO).
(Moises Caleon)

"1\11
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The miningl sector sho ld
prioritize actioqs to end gen er
inequality as part of the ef rt
to promote responsible mini
Environment Se~retary Anto
Loyzaga has underscored,

"There's a need to ens re
that women's representati n
in t e mining industry is b th
meaningful and substantive in
all levels of detision-makill ,"
Loyzaga told l'1ining indus
leaders at a luncheon host d
by the Philipp~e Mining Cl b
last 9 March ~olcelebrate t "e
International Women'sDay20

The environment chi
discussed pressing issu s
affecting women, includi g
indigenous women, in t e
mining sector and the impao s
of the industry 0 communitie,

d to a 2020
commissioned
in e-Extractive

Industries ransparency
Initiative, w ich listed key
issues worn I ,face in the
mining indust such as gender
inequalities' I the workplace,
c allenges the face as a-result
of environmen . problems due
to mining op ations, lack of
livelihood out Ii e employment
by mining firrr- ' and absence
of guidelines ~ the inclusion
of gender-resp, nsive projects
in the Social DI elopment and
Management R ograms,

:;"
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1Jlre

added pressurps on women as
household managers and also
as providers."

The EITI- ommissioned
study likewise said that there
are gaps in t e context a d
implementatlo of policies a d
frameworks to address gender
dimensions n the mining
industry. II---' _
Loyza,gaalso Joted that
women are m~_t affected
by de~rl'adati0r. linked to
1llininJ~operattns.

Loyzaga sa d this is one
area that can e ·looke into
when revisiting the Philippine
MiningAct of 1 95. "Wewill be
looking at this n tandem with
the Magna Ca a for Women,"
she added.

In closing, L yzaga stressed
that wom en shou d be
recognized "no because they
are women, bu for the merit
that they bring 0 the PurpOSI~
of their organiz tions."

---'-----1
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Broo ,I e',J,p-O-I·-n-t-·-=-;====;=t~~;:o:A:~~=c=or=p=or~~t-e·(:itizen, e

3 lyingwith legalprocedu es

R,,[(·' I TRO a de' oring all lawful and pea e-
I' I sues flop i ns against the threats a d

• • • in imi 'tion tactics used by pro a-VS rrulnlng prOject g ndi I and saboteurs.The adds, .
Ara s said INC continues to e-prot sters m in e icated to fostering priv te

- I P du t ve relationships with all f
By J6 ATH~N L.MAYUGA it sta holders.

, I W @jonlmayuga A j 'nt undertaking betwe
, t go rnment and INC, the I i-

ATE - PO~ARY Restraining la Ni el project in Brookes Poi t
. Order (TRO)was issued by a is criti 1 to achieving sustaina Ie

- 10c#1court inBrooke'sPoint, c recovery and genuine e
Palawan a~ainstrn ongoing protest vi on ntal protection,' said INC
on the op~fatio~ of the Ipilan Min- currently provides e
ing Corpcration in the municipality. t to over 1,500 worke

RTCBranch 1~5 Presiding Judge 90 percent are reside
Ramon CIHto R~Mendoza issued e's Point.
the ~RO i11favo~of Ipilan, which is dded that Indigeno s
nowcallinion the localgovernment a:re also well represent d
of Brooke' Poinn to act against the ake up 28 percent of t e
harassme~ allegedlyperpetratcdby kforcs.

- thei{:~:~f::~erf' led by Pastor Job
Lagrada, ominador Magdaluyo,
and Marc, 10 Pofmones who were

, named res onde~ts to the civilcase,
were accusrd Of;locking, the mine

~haulroads9fthe ompanyforweeks,
prohibiting the c mpany from con-
ducting its nickel mining operation.

The TR , essentially, prohibits'
-------------t-----t--------~------dm~1Y~~e~s~r~sfrno~rnnsfopPlng,appre------------r--~

hending, s archiVg, obstructing, or
.even appr achinp miners entering
or exiting t e mine using the access
roads in th area,

Inastat ment Ipilanmaintained
that as a c' mpaJ~ that adheres to
the scienti ic, e~hieal, and regula-
tory frame ork, fNCwelcomes the
court's ruli~g that it says reinforces
its core values. I

:'Assuchl INC hpilan Nickel Cor-
poration] il urgi~g Brooke's Point-
MayorCesa R.Be~edictoJr., to dern-
onstrate hi sworn duty by leading
t~e court.person~:l and the Philip-
pme National PolICecontingent in
implement' rthE'tcourtorderpeace-
fully and rompfly," AIex Arabis,
resident mi e manager said.
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P lawan mining
u ges Brooke's
m!ayor to act on
AMINI~Gunit of listedGlobalFer- Thelocalgover
ronick~1Holdings,Inc.urgedBrooke's Pointand its re ide
PointMryor CesareoR.Benedito,Jr. the Departmell of
to prey~ntprotestersfrom hinder-Natural Resourest
in~ operationsin its minesite in the and-desistorder,sa
Palawantown asset in a court-issued the mining firm fail
temporaryrestrainingorder(TRO). permit for this year.

Ina ~tatement.the holding "As a goodcorp e citizen,we
firm its pnit lpilan NickelCorp.had arecomplyingWithI al procedures
securedaTROfrom Brooke'sPoint andexploringailia andpeaceful

:R~giOn~Tr~alCourtBranch165. optionsagainst he~ atsand in-
Theor~ r prohibits protestersfrom . timidationtacticsus by propagan-
stqppin ,apprehending,searching, distsandsabote rs," id IpilanNickel
obstruting, or approachingvehicles ResidentMineMpna lAlexRabis.
gOinginland out of the minesite. Headdedth t t~ Itompany

Ipili\~Nickelcalledon Mr. "continuesto re ai Iedicatedto
Beneditlto "demonstratehissworn fosteringposi'tivean roductivere-
duty by eadingthe court personnel lationshipswith all i ~takeholder."
an~tM hilippineNationalPolice GlobalFerronick ~asfour
conting nt in implementingthe court subsidiarieswi,t bu essinterests
order peiCefUIlYand promptly." in nickelore mip n9, istics,ce-

OnF b. 21, residentsof Brook-e's ment andsteel~rod ion,and port
Point fo med a humanbarricadeto operations.
block truckstransportingminerals OnWednesr y, i
from th~lminingsite,claimingthe stockexchanger se
mine'so~erationsaffectedtheir land or 2.11% to CIOS~t P
and livelihood. Sheldeen Joy Talav~. ,

•
Irill
int
RO

ent of Brooke's
earlierurged
ironmentand
uea cease-

I g astheysaid
Ito renewits

haresat the
e centavos
2 apiece.-
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IPILAN ickel Corp. (INC) se-
cured a tem orary restraining order
(fRO) fro the Brooke's Point
Regional T~'al Court Branch 165
againstprot sters blocking the mine
haul of the ompany in Palawan.

The (;01 any said the TRO pro-
hibits prote ters from stopping, ap-
prehending, searching, obstructing
or even apProaching in and all the
vehicles of rdi~duals. making u~e
of access rpads including the main
whole foapf., the barangay roads
parallel to tH:emain whole road and
access road In Sitio Panay going in
and Oii~Of~e INC mine site.

INC urge Brooke's Point mayor
Cesareo Be edito, Jr. to cooperate
with court ersonnel and the Phil-
ippine Na~tlnal Police contingent
in impleme ting the court order
peacefully d promptly.

"Asagood corporatecitizen,We are
campI . th legalprocedures and

I ~I ~~.'.~ --r~-~J- r
UI'I'fr, 1'IV~f j n-i\t~NI:I'I n'i!f(\I(I/\1..-.I ";11 IHY ~rll'!y

I(WJI:P'"'"

111111'
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dedicated to foste . positive and
productiverela1~ns swith allof its
stakeholders;' srid Arabis,INC
residentmine rclJl Lhaj~in astatement

INC also s d TRO helps
the company to op te the nickel
mining resource .ch provides
employment to ov 1,500 people
wherein 90 percent residents of
Brooke's Point and ercent made
up of indigenous pIe.

protesters~u ioning INC's
operations as its b . ss renewalap-
plicationhas " e pending at the
localgovernmen of rooke's Point,

However, ~e es and Geo-
sciences Buref? e ier said the
Mineral Production . g Agree-
ment between the . ippine gov-
ernment and INt r . s in force
and validUntilApril !2025 despite
the protests.

:i
,I

I

-----<-----
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lndonesiap~~!t~~~~:.,rhinersnot keen 0'
I donesia to c eate an OPEC-
li e group to c rdinate supply I

ould not be efit the Philip-
p nes, the No. producer, ac-
c rding to an i dustry group.

The Philip ines mined a
th of the in- emand metal

t at's used in Iectric vehicle
b tteries last ear, according
t the US Geo ogical Survey,
a d mainly ex orts nickel ore
to China. Tha 's well behind
I donesia, wh ch accounted
fo almost hal of glo al out-
p t, and floate the idea of a
pr ducer allian e late last year.

"If prices of raw materials
go up, then the will feed into
pr ces of finis ed products,
w ich we imp rt, and it will
hu t us so mu h," Dante R.
Br vo, presiden of the Philip-
pirie Nickel Ind stry Associa-
tion, said in an i terview. "I'm

r~
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not a believer in a controlled
market," ,

rndonesian Investment
Minister Bahlil Lahadalia said
las~ month that he plans to
travel to major nickel produc-
ers including Australia, Brazil,

JAHDIR

and the P ili
the alliance.
uphill ,battle
a major mint
Australi~ an
minister hav
not keen on t '

ines to promote
e may face an

ough, given that
association in
anada's trade
so said they're
idea. The other

ni5kel alliance pia
main miners of the metal are a donesia's footsteps b tax
diverse bunch including Rus- nickel ore exports to 1 re
sia, New C~e~oni.~, and Chin~. ~estment in processing p an

Jndonesia s ni;?kel plan 15 However, the Philippin '
part of President poko Wido- nickel is of a lower qual
do's goal of adding more value than Indonesia's and it has
domestically and becoming a smaller reserves, meaning
key part of the batitery supply would be more difficult to
chain. The coun,tr)lralong with tract funds, Mr. Bravo :vd
Australia, also h/l the Iarg- Monday. The country shou
est r:serves of the etal, ',"ith instea~ focus on enh~cilJg c
Braz~l not far be~ nd. Pnces operatIOn between Its +ain
for nickel, wh~ch ~ also used small-scale miners to set
to make stainless teel, have processing facilities, and e
risen ?y around twR-thi~ds so panding the areas where fO
far this decade as ~ectnc ve- panies are allowed to explor
hicle demand surge . he said.

Jakarta'~ ba~ on exports of ,The alliance being promo
metal or~s I~ 2~20 bposted the ed ?y Indonesia would 0~7b
value; ?f ~ts nickel sh~p~~nts ~o ?f .mt,erest to. the PhiIippple
$30 hillion from $3 bilhon III If It was focused on sharin
two years as Chineie cornpa- best practices and techno 0

nies built refine~ie~ nd.smel~- an~ deploying resources mor
ers there. The FhIl ppmes IS . effICIently, Mr. Bravo said.
considering following in In- Bloomberg
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ouble wlhlammyfot~~~Vincealready under
I. .)f earthqn I. s that destroyed infr, r I

,By Frinston Lim' I,', ewj Bataan and Nabun- near a bridgrl" rendering it im- Classes tere also suspend- .
@InqNation~l tur' t ns were the hard- passable to t ffic, 'ed in Maragusan town.

est ' it f landslides triggered; In MaG? town, landslide
TAGUM CitY-It'S a week of by 0

1 might downpour on Rock oilslides and flooding' severed a por-
misfortune tor Davao de Oro Mo" a~ s a low pressure area The porl' n of the provin- tion of Tagbaros-Mainit road,
as rain-induced landslides and mo, d 'southeast off Davao cial road i Ii Magangit, New prompting, the evacuation of
flooding hi~ several villages Ci. I Bataan was ,so closed to traf- several families near the area
there on Tuesday, even as the ' n Dollolasa, munici- fie as bould . s blocked it fol- on Wednesday morning.
province is still reeling from sa' er risk reduction and lowing a roc "slide. In Compostela town, sev-
the devastation brought by age" ent officer of New In Nabu iJuran town, land- eral families also fled due to
series of stong earthquakes n, I' aid assessment of s!ides also s ilcktheuplandp'o~- flooding, loca~offic~alssaid.
last week. , ge , nd number of fam- nons of bar ays Bukal,Mainit, The provlnce IS currently

At least 1 526 families or ilie I , ffe ted by flooding and Tagnocon an Katipunan. under a stia~eof calamity as a
1,379 pers01s have been af- Ian I lid', in several villages Several ilies were pre- result of the March 7 quakes.
fected by t~e latest disaster, wa till I ngoing. emptively e cuated as flood- That series of tremors-
the Provincial Disaster Risk nd lides were reported ing occurre n the villages of with magnitude 5.9 and 5.6 just
Reduction and Management .vil ges of Camanlangan, Magading a Magsaysay. over two hours apart-dam-
Office (PD*RMO) said on ' a' Magangit, Dollolasa Nabuntu ':n Mayor Myro- aged over 3,000 homes and 160
Wednesday, with the figure I, eel Balili ha "ordered the sus- schools, and has affected over
expected to rise as assessment B angay Fatima, flood- pension of c clsses in all levels 229,000 families, the PDRRMO
continues. I ing ou d a portion of a road inthe town. I has earlier reported. INQ
-I "'-, ~. , ~
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TAGUM CITY
of hardship for
ducedlaIi.dslid
Tuesday while
a series of stro
526 families, or,
by the latest di
Reduction and
on Wednesday.

It was becoming nother wee~
avao de Oro reside ts as rain-in1
and floods h~tseve al villages on
e province Was stil reeling from
earthquakes last eek. At least
,379 persons, have een affected
ster, the Provincial isaster Risk
anagement Office eported A-7'
STORY BY FRINSTON LI•tl

~ .Ilcllles
o,ds,

o
ate of cala~ity du~ to series
privat~,proberties

IMPASSABLE There used tb be a road here. But this portion a
heavy rains since Monday n~ght struck the area. -JONAVIE SALI

I

- NEWS!N'fE);tNQU~EiNET.".

Editor
Robert Jaworski L.Abano
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West zoJe c cessionaire Mayni-
lad ater Services, Inc.
is sp, ndingP'178 billion
fliO~ 2023 until 2046 for
i~s vy, stewater manage-
menR program which willl1'PJ sewer coverage and

.man e pollution loading
into dies of water.

1h a statement, the
firm aid this, P'178 billion
spending plan will go to-
ware}'~he construction of
18 new Sewage Treatment .
Plants (STP) in different
areas~within its conces- I

sion nd the installation
of aro nd 360 kilometers
of neJV sewer lines that .
will C~(Chand convey used
water rom households to
STPsJ

It also includes the up-
graddof 17existing waste-
water facilities to meet the
revise~ effluent standards
(DAO ~021-19) of the De-
partment of Environment
and Natural Resources,
aIJilor,,&other wastewater-
related projects.
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Mayn lad spending' 8 B
for w stewater manasement

I

"Besides i pr,
tion of drin~rg
investment .~og
the laying of tsse
to collect anq ltre
generated .by 11109
ensure enVlro~ljIle
said MaY!lila~Chi
Randolph T. I' tr
currently con~tfUc
laying sewer l~nv
VaIenzuela,CaIoo
Tunasan and Cupa

Once operation
ties combined will
treat 419 millio li
per day, servin~ a
residents. The co
plan also inclu~es
a 140-MLD-cap!lci
tion of sewer li es i

Since 2007, Ma
spent P'41.2billipn .
tures for its waste
projects alone, en
STPs to the existi
expand sanitatipn s
struction of net S
Plants and purona
trucks for septic ta
tivities. (Jamesf} L

1'1

ing the distribu-
ter supply, our

m also includes
.al infrastructure
the wastewater

holds so we can
sustainability, u

perating Officer
do. Maynilad is
g new STPs and
ance systems in
, Las Pifias, and

I in Muntinlupa.
these newfacili ..
e the capacity to

rs of wastewater
und 1.75 million
ny's long-term
construction of
TP and installa ..

Manila.
Had has already
capital expendi -
er management
ing it to add 20
two, as well as
icewith itscon-

tage Treatment
of new vacuum
desludging ac-

ola)



1

DD
EDITORI CARTOON

DATE



~ater fir

WEST Zone conces ioriair e
M~yhilad)V~terServices nc. plans
to ~pendaround P178 bi 'on from
20P until 2046 for its w stewater
m'fagement program hich will
eXfand sewfr coverage d man-

3polluti°r loading in 0 bodies
of water.

Maynilad said the ount will
d the construction 0 18 new

sewagetreatment plants (STPs) in
different areas within it conces-
sion and the installation f around

I I I./r-",--~llr I ['
111'2(11' I'IV I I ftMH~IR ':lIl1flf/lAI 'l\IlI/l(IN

I Ci' 'IIV ".~"
II) II'
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rnag~menf~rogram
generated by the com~any'slong-term plan also
ensure envi- includes the construction of a 140

. ility;"saidRan- million~;~rsper day-capacitySTP
dolph Estre do aynilad chief and ins¥ation of sewer lines in
operating of cer.li a statement. Manila.

Maynilad s c I structing new Since\2007,Mayniladhas spent
.STPs and la g s wer conveyance P41.2 billion in capitd expendi-
systems in e uela, Caloocan, tures for its wastewatc manage-
LasPifiasan ~ asanand Cupang ment projects alone, enablingit to
in Muntinlu add 20 5TPs to the existing two,

Once op rati nal, these new as well fis expand sanitation ser-
facilities co bi ~ will have the vice with its construction of new
capacity to eat 19 million liters septage treatment plants and pur-
of wastew ~er h day, serving chase l:ew vacuum trucks for
,",ouod1.7 .. rn ,,,ident." rep"' I d"ludging ,,"vi"" .

I'~

360 kilom ters of new sewer lines
that will catch and convey used
water from households to STPs.

The Iney will also be used
to upgrad 17 existingwastewater
facilitiest meet the revised efflu-
ent stand ds of the Department
of Envir~nment and Natural Re-
sources, ong other wastewater-
related pr jects.

"Besi 5 improving the distri-
bution 0 drinking water supply,
our investment program also
includes the laying of essen-
tial infra tructure to collect and

sets P178B wastewater

.i
.1

I

...
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178bi lion
ngplan

cilities will have a combined capacity to
'19 million liters I er day (MLD) of waste-
overs around 1.75 million residents.

, id the company is also planning to con
struct a 1 0- LD capacity sewage treatment plant and
install seFe ~nes in Manila.

The corn ty said that sin its re-privatization in
2007, it ~as s ~nt around P41.2 billion in capital expen-
ditures f r it wastewater management projects, which
resulted n additional 20 se 'age treatment plants to
its only +0 ~sting sewage tre tment plants.

Mayn~a a concessionai e of the Metropol tan
Waterwo ks d Sewerage Sys 'em, serves the cities of
Manila, xc t portions of Sail Andres and Sta. Ana.
It also ofer ~es in Quezon C'ty, Makati, Caloocan,
Pasay, Parafi que, Las Pifias, untinlupa, Valenzuela,
Navotas, an ~alabon. It se s the cities of Cavite,
Bacoor a~ I us, and the towns of Kawit, Nove [eta, and
Rosario i C Ite province.

Metro a ~c Investments C erp., which has a ajor-
ity stake tn i~ynilad, is one o~ three Philippine units
of Hong fO -based First Pad c Co. Ltd., the others
being Phit~x ining Corp. and ]~LDTInc.

Hasti~gS oldings, Inc., a u it of PLDT Beneficial
Trust Fu d s ~sidiary MediaQI est Holdings, Inc., has
an intere t i 1 Business World ~ rough the Philippine
Star Gro , ~ich it controls. - Ashley Erika O. Jose

NILAD Water Se ces, Inc. targets to spend
billion for its was ewater management pro-

gra from 2023 to 2046, he company announced on
We nesday.

I a media release, the est zone water concession-
aire said that it plans to e and its sewer coverage and
m age water pollution.

" esides improving t e distribution of drinking
supply, our invest ent program also includes

ying of essential in rastructure to collect and
trea the wastewater gen rated by households so we
can nsure enviro~menta~sustainability," Randolph T.
Estr llado, chief operatin~ officer of Maynilad, said in
ast ement. .

aynilad said it also plans to construct 18 new sew-
age reatrnent plants within its concession area.

T e company said the installation of 360 kilometers
of n w sewer lines will catch and convey used water
fro households to sewag~ treatment plants.

aynilad also plans to ~pgrade its existing 17waste-
wat r facilities to meet the amended effluent standards
set y the Department 0 Environment and Natural
Res urces. '

T e company is also constructing new sewage treat-
men plants and laying sewer conveyance systems in
Vale zuela, Caloocan, Las Pifias, and Muntinlupa's
Tun san and Cupang areas,
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M ynilad eyes P
ca ex for waste

w!t l:ne concessionaire generatedby 0
Maynila~ Water Services can ensure n
Inc. is ~anning to spend sustainability, M
approxim elyP178billionuntil operating offi er
2046 to nd its wastewater Estrellado.
managem nt programto help I

. managej?!ter pollution. itandardS
TheP " an-ledcompany committed

said the ocation will cover ed effluent
the construction of 18 new partment
Sewage Ireatment Plants of Environme t I d Natural
across its oncessionarea. Resourcesin t' pl mentingall

Likewi e, it will finance itswastewater-el edprojects.
the install tion of around 360 Currently, ynilad is
kilometers of new sewer lines constructing e STPs and
that will Icatch and convey laying sewe c
used Water from households systems in V
to STPsas ell as the upgrade Caloocan, L s lifias and
of 17 exi ting wastewater Muntinlupa.
facilities. Once ope at Qnal, the

. "Besid s improving the combined ca~. cit ~sof these
new facilities. ca Itreat 419

supply,our estmentprogram million liters f ~stewater
also inclu es the laying of per day - servi ound 1.75
essential "nfrastructure to millionresiden s.
collect d reat thewastewater

8-8
trol

holdssowe
onmental
. ad chief

.andolph T.
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MANILA ater ave assurances on 30.9-MLDincrease from last e 's rehabilitated Wawa Dam through
Wednes ay that measures ar~ be-' 75.24 MLDaverage. the first ptlase of the Wawa-
ing impl mented in the East Ilone The two water treatment la Calawis Water Supply System in
to ensur continuous water supply in Balara, Quezon City, have als Antipolo, .."hich can supply up t
during t e dry season. maximized their backwash re- 80 MLD.

In ast tement, Manila Wa~er covery program, which involfes Once ful , operational, t e
said tha in support of the call re-treating the by-product of th Wawa-Cala i,sWater Suppl Sys-
of the M tropolitan Waterworks water treatment process. tem will pr Dvide518 MLDof water
and Sewage System {MWSS~to The program has led to the pi !'It to over one million customers in
ensure ater supply during the treating an average of 24.7 ML '11 Antipolo (ity, Baras and Teresa.
dry mon hs, it as started carrying from January to February 2023, , UThesemeasures are p rt of Ma-
out initi tives 0 meet demand higher than the 11.6 MLDfo th nila Water~i commitment to ensure
while en uring adequate wa~er same period last year. that our cu!,tomers continue to
supply r serves for its 7.4 million On top of the regular and receive 241'7water services, espe-
custome sin eastern Metro Manila preventive maintenance activi cially during the summer season
and Riza : ties, the company also pursue where dem nd normally spikes by

While majority of the raw reduction in water losses, 0 15 percent due to higher tempera-
water su ply comes from Angat non-revenue water, through t e tures. We continue to wor c osely
Dam, Ma ila Water said that It un- immediate repair of leaks a d with the MWSS,NWIlB,DP H,
dertook perational adjustments rehabilitation of pipes. DENR,MMDA,and other govern-
in the (a dona ater Treatment Asa result, water losses had a ment agen :ies and local go ern-
Plant in izal to maximize daily low level of 12.69 percent in ~O ment units to always find ays to
water tr atment capacity and sup- The water company also lined provide our customers with 2417
ply hi9h-~ualitl' water to residents up additional water sources suc uninterrupt,d water supply," a-
of severa towns in Rizal Province. as the Marikina River throug~ t nila Water :hief Operating Officer

(urren Iy, the plant treats 106.2 20-MLD,Marikina Portable Wate for East Io e Arnold Mortera said.
million Ii ers pE!rday, which is a Treatment Plant and the new~y \:RANCIS EA LCUEro

--+----- ~--
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I 'PF seires 'illegally cut w ' ,chail,isaws
least 18 mak . ~ses occupied by individuals who
illegally claim a rtion of the forested land.
,Moreover, e 0 ration led to the discovery]of an

estimated 100 iIle ally logged timb~rs belonging to
endangered~soedes such as Dao, Api png, Kamagong,
Amugis, Nato an Ipil,

The autho ties 0 seized four ( chainsa s and
two (2) axes, -ch e now under the c;J~stOdyof ENR.

Legal actio are underway against the ille~al ttlers,
as thelPPF s . es t eliminate unlawful activities 'thin
its jurisdictio . ~~--------~~-

~Y HECTOR LAWAS

THE I ahig Prison and Penal Farm UPPF) in Puerto
Prince a City has seized ille~a11ycut wood and chain-
saws uring a recent crackdown on illegal activities in
the vi inity of the prison's forest reservation area.

Th IPPF team, together with the Katala Foundation
Inc., e Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sourc (DENR), and the Philippine National Police
(PNP) Maritime Group, identified and dismantled at
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, makaraan umanong
ite Beach Linggo ng

_/Page 10

abing pagamutan kaugnay
sa isang Ialaki na nalunod
sa nasabing lugar.

Dito na rumesponde si
Police Senior Master Sar-
gtjnt Boy Nino. Baladjay,
may hawak ng kaso, at
agad itong nagtungo sa
nasabing ospita1.

Sa imbestigasyon ni Bal-
adjay , nakapanayam pa
nito ang taxi driver na si-
nakyan ng biktirna.

Ayon sa taxi drrver..
naikuwento umanong bik-
tima na may problema ito
s~ asawa ..

Pagsapit sa Dolomitc:eC-.--=-LDf"'::':'=f-:

Pasado alas 3~'4 ngmadaling araw nan idek-
laran wala nang b y ni
Dr.VJllliam Azarco . at-
tending physician ng Ospi-
tal ng Maynila.

Base sa ulat ni olice
Captain Dennis :furIa, hepe
ng Manila Police ltrict-
Homicide Section, 'tong
nakalipas na Ling 0 ng
umaga,Marso12,b~dang
10:30, nang makat~ gap
sila ng tawag mula as-
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I lOATING houses are seen at ng Navotas River connecting Manila Bay yesterday. ( i Vie
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Baha~landslide Sl
balaA sa Davao

NAGKAROON ng pagbaha
at landslide sa ilang lugar
sa Oavao de Oro d.ahil sa

I pag-uulang dulol ng isang
Low Pressure Area (LPA).

Ayon sa ulat, umapaw
ang isang sapa sa bayan ng
Compos/ela na nagjng sanhi
ng pagbaha sa mga kalapit

•M xalsada. ,\. '_

Inilikas
pamilya sa
atnawasak
lay coon, ay

Natabuna
putikang mg
kalsada sa N
tapos ang p
sa isang lug
bqYilIJ" • I •
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