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Group presses full accour
from compames linked t

By ]ONA'!YHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonimayuga

NVIRONMENTAL group
E Greenpeace on Tuesdayurged

the government to demand
full responsibility and account-
ability from those involved in the
Mindoro oil spill. :

The call was made as the Sen-
ate began its public hearing on the
sinking on February 28 of the MT
PrincessEmpressin Naujan, Oriental

- Mindoro thatisreportedly carrying

800,000 liters of industrial oil.

The oil spill is projected to affect
36,000 hectares of mangrove for-
ests, coral reefs, and seagrass beds
in Mindoro, Batangas, and nearby
provinces in the Visayas.

Unless the government demands
full responsibility from those in-
volvedin theoil spill, companieswill
getawayscot-freeandavoid theiren-

_ vironmentalandsocialaccountabili-

tyforcleanupand economicdamages
caused by the disaster; Greenpeace
Philippines warned.

The group noted that the tanker
owner was slow to take responsibil-
ity for the spill, and that two weeks
after the spill, the charterer or cargo
owner has not come out and their
identities remain unknown, withno
governmentagency callingthemout
to take accountability.

Greenpeacereiterated the need
for transparency from the gov-
ernment and urged members of
the Senate panel conducting the
public inquiry to underscore the
accountability of the companies

involved and seek reparations for

affected communities.
Greenpeace noted that while the

owner of the tanker, RDC Reield

Marine Services, has apologlzed

for its role in the spill, the owner
‘of the oil cargo is yet to be named, '

although media reports identified

‘SL Harbor Bulk Terminal Corp., re-
_portedlyasubsidiary of San Miguel
‘Shipping and Lighterage Corpora-

tion,acompanyunder conglomerate
San Miguel Corporation, allegedly
.chartered the vessel.

other marine life

tablllty
oil spill

a comprehensiv ‘inquiry-——seek ac-
countability from these companies
fortheirreparableand ongoingdam-
age the spillhas dealt to the commu-
nities affected municipalities.

“We must remember that unless
the cornpa‘lres qvolved are held

fully accountable, it is the goverr -
mentthat willshoulder the costs for
‘cleanup,’ recovery, and long-term
rehabilitation of the ecosystems
and commu 1itieF limpacted, in ef-
fect cleaning up and paying for the
pollution private companies have
caused,” Chua said. “Full transpar-
encyfromallthe companiesandgov-
ernment agencies involved should
therefore be sought.”

Meanwhlk J Department of
Environmentand latural Resources
(DENR) continues to rallycommuni-
ties to create pil spill booms made of
organicmatengals osavemarineeco-
systems threatened by the oil slick.

Working |hand-in-hand with
various national ogprnment agen-
cies, including the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG),{the ocal government
unitsand the'Fcalt rmunities, the

DENRhopestorestricttheoilleaked
by the sunken MT Princess Empress
from afflicting surrounding marine
protectedareas (MPAs) inthe Mima-
ropa and Western Visayas regions.

The use of irhprovised spill
booms is a f ‘asibﬁ precautionary
measure to prevent damage to ma-
rine envuﬂon%xennm These booms
are made from indigenous materi-
als, which are readi y accessible to
the immediate communities.

The DENRqEnvqmnrnental Man-
agement Bureau (ﬂMB) Mimaropa,
together WIth‘{Lhe PCG and LGUs,

hasinstalled provisional spillbooms

" made of cogon and|sawali in Casili-

gan River and Calimawawa River in
Oriental Mindoro province to pre-
vent the oil spill from reaching the
mangrove forits, oral reefs, and
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arealarming developments with re-
gard to the spill. This suggests that
the government does not have any
teeth to compel polluters to own re-
sponsibilityforamajor catastrophe,”
(Greenpeace campaigner Jefferson
/Chua said in a statement.
“Unfortunately, we have yet to
‘see the government stand up and
take side with the communities and
LGUs [local government unit] who
have lost the main source of their

full responsibility for the damage,”
he added.

“Thereisalsoa glaringlack of of-
ficial information on what facility
the cargo came from and where it’s
‘headed, and what it is exactly that’s
leaking out of Efxe sunken ship,” he
added. “These are vital pieces of in-

“policies for the avoidance of such ac-
cidents in the future.” ki
Greenpeacesaiditisin thebestin-

i terestof the government to nameall
_ .parties responsible, and—through

“If'these\erortsv are true, these

. Palawan now has

livelihoods andeconomiesby calling

for all companies involved to take -in Roxas, Palawan

~ started deployin,

formation that ‘c;m aidindeveloping

1 e
: Co'con'\i.t shingles, which have

effective |ads rption capacities,

are also vital
cating spillbo
with nets in

a

\aterials in fabri- |
ms. Theseare used
rangay Misong,

Pola, and rice straws at Barangay

Aplayain Pobladi

|

onand Barangay

Anilao in Bongabong.
Coastal| municipalities not af-
fected by t; e oil spill have startad

fabricating and

deploying spill

booms 2 kilometers away from their
shorelinesasap cautionagainst the

creeping spill.
Imalaguan Isla

nd MPA in Cuyo, :

about 100-meter

booms, prot ctingitssanctuariesin-

habited by p lagi

fishes, coral reefss,

and mangrove forests. Volunteers

MPAs across its

The DENR-E]
sayas worked wit

, which caters 43
| barangays, also
spill booms. .

h the local gov-

ernment of| Cal ya, Antique and

erations at t

PCG to' un% ertake cleanup op-

orelines of Sitio

fabrication and
363-meter im-

arzEagay Tinogboc.

provised spill bo musingnetsand

coconut shingles

to help contain

the oil spillaje, andprevent it from

reaching thé|shore.
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