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ENAT . probers, acting n
S.enato ICynthia Villar], m
tion, a r poised to moJnt n

i quiry int the oil spill leaki g
ff~m the ta ker MT Princess E
Rl ess that s ink off the coast f
M ujan, Ori Intal Mindoro, da
a, ing the m rine ecosyste, a~
hi diversityi theareaandbeyo .
In filing S nate Resolution 5 ,

Vi lar asked the Senate Commi _
t~ on Envir Inment, Natural REi
SCD rc~s and IClimate Change l
sp arhead t e probe on the esca
la ing adver r ef'fects of the oi
sp II from th tank ship that sank
of the coast of Naujan, Oriental
1.1;idoro last February 28. :;t

he Villar esolution also cite
in' ial reports, hat the Departme .

------ PAGE

of Environment and Natur Re
sources (DENR), Philippine oas
Guard and Office of Civil De ens
(OCD)have'assessed the oils ll in
cident, but the lawmaker lame ted
"No concrete action to cont in i
has been initiated." I'

Moreover, the senator als re
ceived reports that urgent alls
were mil-deby the local govern
units (LGU) concerned, as w
the people directly affected an
vironmentalists asking thego
ment to "act swift lv to contai
oil spill and avoid further da
to the environment, livelihoo
health of the people, and the t
ism industry."

Villar also cited reports by
ersity of the Philippines-Ma' ine
cience Institute experts that Iso
arned that the oil spill can p si-
ly "affect over 36,000 hectare of

festrudl:iive

coralreefs, mangrov s, andseagrass
acrossOrieptalMin oro,Occident" I
Mindoro, Palawan a dAntique."
According to the hairperson of

the Senate Commit e on Environ-
ment and Natural R ources, the 0.1
spill is al~oHkelytot reaten the ma
rine biodiversity of t eVerde Islam
Passage, considered y scientists a'
the center 01' the worl 'smarine bio
diversity, noting rep rts that "then
were already finding of dead fishes
marine life and sea b rds."

"Theoilspillhas Ii ewiseaffected
the tourist destinati s in Oriental
Mindoro, su'ch.as the Bihiya Beach,
3 Cottage, L) g Beac K. I,Aguada
BeachResorl' Oloros BeachResort,
MuntingBubangin Ta umpayBeach
Resort, and ,Buhayn TubigWhite
Beach Resort; in Orie tal Mindoro,
and even thl'~'atens .t affect Bora-
cay, the country's pre iere tourist

~estination," she said.

;

"Apart from the environme tal'
amage to the marine ecosyst m,
iodiversity, fisheries and t
.srn, the livelihood and healt
he people in the area are alre dy
dversely affected by the said oil
pill," Villar added.
Based on the monitoring re

f the Provincial Disaster Risk
uction and Management Of
(DRRMO),nineoutofthe13to s

.~. Oriental Mindoro have been fe
f cted by the oil spill while 10, 2
f· .milies or 48,885 people were li _
ise affected. •
I The ill-fated tanker vessel s

t~averSing the-route from Lim y,
B taan to Iloilo, carrying a arou d
8 O,OOOlitersofindustrialfuelwh n
it fncountered rough sea conditio s
a d engine trouble that resulted 0

t e ~hip's sinking.
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Oil spill thre\!..f:ll ...~II,
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CITy bF CALAPAN-The con~ au ~leakage
of industrial oil from a sunken fu tan r in the
waters off Oriental Mindoro is pr jete I a reach
this week the Verde Island Passag (VI tknown
as the global center of marine bi; ive f.ity. The
UP Marine Science Institute w ed at the
spill might spread further as cha lng ind di-
rections pushed the slick northwa to ard A-a
VIP. -STORY BY INQUIRER STAFF
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il S IIII in Orien I MindarI' .
5 Verde Is nd PII 55

Experts say weakening 'amihan' may push slick towa d spot between Elatangas
. and ~indoro known as global center o~a~e biodiversity

By Madonna T. Vlrola, to go southwards to no~thern made containment of the oil fragilemarine ~syste~ inPola On Monday,CalapanMaxor saidin a statement on March9.
Krixia Subingsublng Palawan. to flow northwards spill easier, especially now that i!l Mindoro, Uya~. ~tique Malou Flores .~orillo said she Garigueznoted that "nosuf-
and Delfin T. Mallarl Jr. instead to VIPbyMarcb 16. the governinent has identified and theCuyoGr upof lands. bad called fOI an emergency ficient measure is n place that
@TeamJnquirer Naujan is 69 kilometers the exaet location of the sunken Whiletheoil illh yetto be meetingwith variousconcerned could have prevented the latest

whUethe town of Pola i~11 9 km tanker that caused the spill. contained,it re . ~d cat to government agencies early tjlis oil spiUfrom occurring or caus-
CITY OF CALAPAN- The south of the VIP. However,"wind direction is the globalcente f ~ biodi- month to prepare for the pos~i- ing as massive a devastation as
tinuous leakageof industri The UP MSI,in a rep rt re- very unpredictable: said Rodri- versitylocatedi the ;). lud- ble spread of the oil spill to the it already has."
from the sunken MT Pri s 'Ieased Sunday, also sai that guez,"Unfortunately,this would ingendemics . on! foundin coastlineofCahpan Bay. He said more I eavy indus-
Empressin the waters off 0 en- the northward rrajecto(}' of widen the area that would be at- the countryand ~ecies t have In an interview, Morillo try developments especially
tal Mindoro province is proj - the slickwould likelyaff~ the feetedby the oil slick." • yet to bedisco ed,a~rding to said the local J:overnment had fossil fuel power plants and liq-
ed to reach this week the V Ide coastal areas of the pro ncial On March II, the Philippine variousenviro .ntalqups. . formed a task .orce to address uelied natural gas (LNG)termi-
IslandPassage(VIP),which is ex- capital Calapan City, the erde CoastGuard(PCG)saidthe actual The VIP' is also o~e to the impact of tl e spillageon the nals, are being planned around
tremely rich in marine biodi r- Islandat the VIPand some parts depth of the ship's locationwas endangered a d eatened environment, health and liveii- the VIParea.
sity,accordingto marineexpe . of Batangasprovjnce. 389,1 meters and it sank 13-89 kin species, indudi the ritically hood of the residents. According ta the group,

The Universityof the Ph' ip- northeast of Balisangan Point, endangered Ha . bill sea tur- "The construction of. im- VIP would be the site of eight
pines Marine Scienee Insti te Data-based predicti~ Polatown.It capsizedon Feb.28 .tie, whale shar ,~a rays, provised oil spill barriers along proposed gas plants and seven
(UPMSI)warned that the as- The VIPis a strait tha tra- while en route to Iloiloprovince dugongs, hum ead rasses, Calapan Bay using rice str~w 'planned LNGterminals.
siveoilspillmightyet spread r- versesBatangasandMindor .It is fromLimaytowninBataanprov- giant groupers 'Y1dgia t clams. has started witl. the help ofvel- The priestwarnrd that more
ther as changingwind directi ns known to have the world's igh- ineedue to enginetrouble.Itwas But the UP MSI reiterated . unteers," she said. power plants and LNGtennirials
caused by·theweakeningof e est concentrationof coas fish- carryingSoo,oooliters of indus- that the projec ion w~. just a Accordingtelenvironmental meanmoresbippL'lgvessels pass-
"amihan,"or the northeast m n- es, corals.crustaceans,mo usks, trial oil and was initiallyreport- forecast, noting tpat" e accu- group Protect VIP,the latest oil ingthroughthemarinecorridor.
~on, nowpropelledsome of I e seagrassesandmangroves. ed to havesunk in the waters off racyls difficultt Idete ine," spill to threaten the area should i'his increasesthe possibili-
slicknorthwards toward the It- Rodriguez said this prFdic- Naujantown the followingday. It said the rOjec n was serve as an eye-opener to ttle ty of a similar situation happen-
icalblodiversitycenter. tion was based on latest'data Accordingto the PCG,the oil based on thew atheri char- government to protect it from ing in the future: Gmiguezsaid.

Speakingto the Inquirer, r. on wind direction and velocity, spill has also spread to Oriental acteristics' of Ihe b ker oil future similar ir ddents. Gariguezdemanfed that the
Irene Rodriguezof the UP SI as well as satellite images from Mindoro's neighboringprovinc- and a seepage rate of 1,000 bar- government provide the VIP
said that while most of the iI both the PhilippineAtmospher- es ofAntiqueand Palawan. rels per day. 'No sufficient measure' with all necessaryprotection.
would still end up along Nau an ic, Geophysicaland Astronomi- The UPMSIearlierestimated Differentgro Jbs ad'(ocating i'his isnot dIe firsttimethat "We are in ; rice against
town and Pola Bay in Ori n- calServicesAdministratio~ and that the spillwould affect20,000 the protection f VIP ,.lid the a vesselcarrying ghlypolluting time to stop even "'0 -sedestruc-
tal Mindoro, the weakening of the PhilippineSpaceAgenc~. hectaresofcoralreefs,9,900 haof oil spill could al adverselyaf- fuelsleakedits contents into the tion in the livesof 10-aJcomrnu-
the northeast monsoon wi ds Ideally, Rodriguez said, a mangrovesand 6,000 ha of sea- feet tourism r~nues and food VIP's waters: Fr. Edwin Gari- nities and critical marine and
could cause the oil earlier s n weakened amihan should ve' grass.Most of these are found in security in the area. guez.Protect VII'lead convener, coastallife: he snes ed.1JIQ--------
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through eAmericanEmb,~,¥,for pos-

, siblesu ort onnetessary S!ets
"Wh t is really needeaell e re-

motely peratedv hcfe, hough the
compan alreadYrad disc rssionwith
a provid r, if our p<rtner CiJU tries may
alsosen ,it will be great. a )preciated
andwill e a great (help) 0 ;ontain
the leak ge from the tank r," hesaid
in Filipi __

The niversity of the P).I pines-
Marine ienceInstil te, It; latest
bulletin n the spih incide showed
through trajector coe.nat the oil
slick is reatening to reac t 1eVerde
IslandP ssageby March1 due to the
weakeni g northeastmor oon

The assageis ons.d_ <Ia key
marine nnel ha' 'ng thl: highest
concem tion of CO, ,al fi (S, corals,
crustace ns,mollus sea asses,and
mangro. s. - Sheldeen J Talavera
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IBy Mac n Ramos-Aranet
and M riceICruz

;2~;-· J
which will put it w beyond the Gu-
maras oil spil that! s considered t
worst in Philip .ne Hi tory,"Chua said
In 2006, an il t ker sank off t e

coast of Gui ras nd spilled more
than 500,000 1 ers bunker fuel.
Greenpeace ilippi es also raisedthe

alarmthattheoi spill ayreachtheVerde
IslandPassage co deredthecentero~'
marinebiodive ity in eplanet.
For his part Puer a Galera Mayor

Rocky Hagan aid re are ~o trac.es
of the Mindor oil s ill yet III the IS-

land destinatio
"If the oil are ready,"

Hagan said.
The Univer ity the Philippines

Marine Scien 'In itute on Sunday
showed the re Its a recent simul -
tion model on e 0'1 spill crisis.
The simulati n foe sed on the tank-

er's location fr m ~ reh 10 to 16 and
claimed that t no - top discharge of
oil from the al egeq eepage area and
the weakenin of tf northeast ~on-
soon or "amih n" m y lead the 011 to
flow northwar s to rd Verde Island.
The oil traje ory ill also.affect thl~

coastal areas a alap n and someparts
ofBatangas, th UP SI study noted.
So far, more han 37,000 people qr

30,000 famili liV~t.gin the ~im~ •.
ropa and Wes rn sayas regtons-v-
nearly double an eviously report- I
ed-have alre y b n affected by the
oil spill, the go ern I1tsaid.

I
THE oil spill from the' sun I tan~er
MIT Pri cess Empresshas sp ad to an
area the quivalent of "arou~ a th~u-
sand foo all fields,' the env~ nmental
group G enpeacePhilippines aid. I
"Base Ionour satellite ima~ ry from

our map' ing team in Greenp ace In-
ternation ,we have seen as f March
8, aroun 16.2kilometers wort of oil is
continual r being spilled," G enpeace
Philippin s campaigner Jeffer n Chua
toldAN in an interview.
"This fs equivalent to ~I ound a

thousand football fields. sOffwe can
imagine ow bigthatis," Ch* add~d.
The t nker, which was arrying

'800,000 liters of industrial Juel oil,
sank on ebruary 28 off the rraters of
Naujan i Oriental Mindoro. ~ .
"With heir projection of ound a

thousand arrels a day being sp lIed,we
will see a I of that 800,000 liters spilled,

ext page
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G: Oillslick 'operati
s operational fuel.

"We believe i' only the ves-
sel's operational el that spilled,"
Balilo said, addin I the vehicle was
also carrying ab t 10,000 liters
of operational fu when it sank in
Naujan town and as later located
in nearby Pola.

"There is an im e given to us by
NAMRIA (Natio ~ Mapping and
Resource Inform 'on Authority)
and it appears tha e tanker is still
intact and there ~s no significant

leakage from its ta ," s~ Balilo.
He said the vessel on' ued to

leak oil as of yeste ay, r aching
as far as Taytay tow in Pal~wan.

The PCG had ear er clf.Fed it
had "contained" the il spill.

"There's no long r a cqncern
(in Taytay). The Coa t G 1d and
the LGU (local gov nment unit)
were able to clean he affected
shorelines. There is mo~e spilt
oil going to the area,' Ba1ifqsaid.

Palawan provinci disa th risk

reduction and m agement cou, 01
office chief Jer Alili said abc ut
100 to 150 liters of oil hare been
collected in the horelines of I a-
rangay Calawag' Taytay

Alili said a s aweed farm bas
been affected by the oil spill, add-
ing they are gath ring more infor-
mation sp the affi cted farmers c in
be given assistan e.

"After we cont . ed and .Iear ed

THE Philippine Cast Guar
(pCG) yesterday said the 800,00
liters of industrial oil el cargo 0

MT Princess Empre s that san
off Oriental Mindoro JrtstFebru
28 appears to be intacr

Ina radio interview. PCG Re
Adm. Armand Balilo ;'~d the PC
believes the oil slick up. the water
of Oriental Mindoro and nearb
provinces came from the vessel's

Japanese help.
Equipment and
gear donated by
Japan through the
Japan Disas-
ter Relief are
offloaded at the
Philippine Coast
Guard post in
Mindoro. The sup-
port items include
oil blotters. heavy
oil absorption
masks. working
gloves, rubber
boots, and protec-
tive workwear
that are expected
to boost the oil
slick clean-up
campaign.
JICA PHOTO
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placed under a state of calamitylast
week.

the oil slick th re, there's no furthe~ Dolor also disclosed that 122 resi-
oil spill in the area. Hopefully, tha'[ dents have contracted oil spillrelated
wOEbe the la t, it won't be followed illnesses.
by nother inci ent,' said Alili. "Based on our latest count, 19,956

.. said oth r LGUs in the prov familiesor more than 99,000individ-
ince have pre ared improvised oi uals were already affected," he said. amilyfood packs (FFPs)an
spill booms to rotect their areas. Dolor said Pola town is the worst fo ~ relief items (NFRls) dis

He also said e provincialgovern~ affected area, noting the oil slickhas to familiesaffected by the oil
me~t has not' posed a fishing b affected the shoreline of the town's Reg~ons IV-B (Mim' ropa) a d VI
in the province "because the volum coastal barangays. (WeSternVisayas)hat reached more
(of oil spill) se n (in the province) is Dolor also said the owner of the than P20 million, th ,Depar ent
not that signifi ant." vessel has met with him and other I of SocialWelblIe an I evelo ment

riental Min oro Gov. Humerlito provincial officials. (DSWD) said.
Do or said the oil spill has taken ~II ''They met with us and gave assur- II T~e DSWD's Disaster Res onse
toll not only 0 fishermen and fishl ance that they are not going to run Operations Monitoring and Inf rma-
vendors but a so on tourism and away from their obligations," said I tion fenter said that :1!; of yest rday,
m~ae life. . Dolor, adding the vessel owner also 31,31:'2families or 14'l,988 p sons

olor could not immediately say assured them they are doing all they 1 from 122barangaysin Mimaro a and
the stimated c st of damage,addin can to address the situation. Wes~en Visayas have been af cted
he as formed a technical working "They informed us that a vessel by the oil spill that sta ed in N ujan.
gro~ to asse the extent of ,the from another country is due to arrive, More than P120.3 nillion orth
da age, it's capable f going straight to the of fPod and non-f relief terns

, e still do 't have a final figure (sunken vessel) and patch the leak," have be n provided t( ffected om-
but pur focus n w is to contain the oil sai Dolor. munities.
spillingfrom th tanker...and prevent He said the vessel's arrival will J!)S'.X'Dsaid it h IJl more than
the oil spill fro reaching the shore- depend on the permit that will be] P2 02 billion worth of sta dby
line of other b angays,"said Dolor. issued by authorities. fi db (p745.9 million) and sto kpile

He said the 0 slickhas reached 13 Mayor Rocky Ilagan of Puerto (pl.277 billion) that are ready 0 be
more coastal b angays, aside from Galera in Oriental Mindoro said they taPPr~_anddistribute, . - Wit ] oc-
the 77 coastal arangays that were have not monitored traces of oil in elyh 1M0ntemayor

CG

P750
stantial ge increases amid ~~toric inflationary
surges," s e said in a statemen~.

The bi wasco-authored by ps.France Castro
(PL, AC and Raoul Manuel L, Kabataan).

Brosas aidworkers'wagesrei stagnant''while
company rofitsincreaseandthe sogot savingsfor
lowertaxe underthe CREATEli or theCorporate
Recovery d TaxIncentivesfor nterprisesAct"

HB N 7568 echoed the sta ment of workers
groups th t among the factors to consider in the
determina 'on of minimum w~s, ''wage boards
should' more weighton the' emand for living
wages,' es eciallysince workers actual conditions
showus t the currentminim wageratesbarely
enablewo kingclassfamiliesto e ~pe or stayabove
mere subs stence. ,I .

'~s Ie ' lators, we must consider the propos-
als forwar ed by workers grouj;1ssince it comes
from the' concrete situation," said the militant
lawmaker

The bi cited the BusinessWorld Top 1000
Corporati ns in the Philippines report that the
aggregate ross revenue of the top companies
jumped 1 .5 percent in 2021 (or P13.44 trillion),
from the 11.44 trillion posted ~Uringthe height
of the pa demic in 2020. Thi was the fastest
gross reve ue growth since the 4.4% expansion
recorded' 200l.

As for icro and small ent ,rises, Gabriela
party-list aid a wage subsidy rogram will be

-.

their area,
I'bur shoreline is very clea " Ila-

ga said, adding that "if the 0

reacpes us, we are ready,"

DSWDAl(D
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instituted to assist them in complying with the
proposed significa t wa~e increase.

"Significantwage creaseislongoverdue.Instead
of Charterchange, ego (jrnmentshouldprioritize
wageincreasesto gi thepeopleareprievefuDJU the
worseningcrisisin country:' Brosas said.

FF
The Federation Fre,e'workers (FFW)yester-

day expressed supp rt to House Bill7568, Sllying
this will enable wo' ers 0 have "livingwages,"

"Government h s a cdmmitment to provide
living wages to 0 wor errs,It has been in our
Constitution fro the sfart," said FFW Vice
President Julius C glet.

"Giving an additi nal J?15Qinwages to workers
thatHB 7568provi swillbe in fulfillmento~'this
mandate," he adde

Cainglet said su
necessary conside -
basic commodities.

"Enterprises hav bee on the road to recov-
ery with governme sUBPort.But workers have
been left behind, rkers can't cope beca e of
unbridled inflation. t's time for the government
to look after the we are 1workers," he said,

The labor leader s idprovision of salarya~ljust-
ments canno longer e re .5don the regional \1 age
boards as they have een' so little and so f<i:"";".

"It has failedto gi wo kersa livingwage," said
Cainglet.- With G ard aval

a wage increase is highly
g the skyrocketing prices of
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By JEL SANTOS

Oil slicks from the recent oil spill
n Oriental Mindoro have already

reached several areas in Palawan, I
affecting some seaweed plantations.

In a "Laging Handa" briefing on
Monday, March 13,Provincial Disaster
RlskReduction and Management Of-
fice (PDRRMO) head Jerry Alili shared
t~at a number ofbarangays in Taytay,
Palawan, were already affected by
the oil spill, particularly the coastal
barangays of Casian, Calawag, ~ 7
and Biton.

III . I
Orient 1Mindoro oil slicks reach Pala va
seawe d plantations affected ~

""r
- - -. ..._--". ---.._-.. - - -- -- - --

Oriental
Mindoro oil,
slicks reach
Palawan,
seaweed

lantations
affected

After receivin reports on the oil
slick sightings i Casian, the Philip-
pine Coast Guard ed the local govern-
ment of Taytay d the barangay in
conduGting clear g operations. The
area was easily cl ared and after sevl
eral days of obse ation, nota singlEj
new sighting of 0 slick was found,"
AIili said.

In Barangay C lawag, the Taytay

LGUis currently condUcting cont in-
ment activities in areas with oil lick
sightings with the help of PCG. I

"Here in Calawag, some 100 t I 150
liters of oil slick have been collect d,"
he said.

On Feb. 28, the PCGreported a oil
spill from motor tanker (MT) Prin ess
Empress which capsized off the cast
of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. It as

ent of the oil spill effect is currently
ing determined.
At present, the PDRRMO,the LGUs,

d the barangays are preparing for
ssible oil slicks in other areas in the

c mingdays.
"We are preparing municipalities

t at might be affected by the oil spill
the area. Many of them have already
ated improvised oLlspill booms to
placed around production areas,"
PDRRMOhead stated. "The areas

Were there are seaw'~ed plantations,
fi h cages, and· tourism destinations
a establishments arEjnow protected

LJ [~
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reportedly carrying 8 0,000 iters of
industrial fuel oil as c rgo.

IIOurcommunities re not severe y
affected as the volum of oil re ching
us is not as much as th amount there
in ground zero, in Min oro, wh re the
oil spill came," the off ial said. «Only
a few oil slicks were si hted he e and
these were immediatel cleaned by our
barangay volu nteers a d the PCG."

But AIili s id some eaweed plan-
tations are already a cted and the

to prevent oil slick from reaching the
shores." he adde .

At present, t ere is still no fish-
ing ban in the a as. The Department
of Environment f Natural Resolrces
(DENR)has alrea~y conducted tests in
areas reached by he oil spill to check
the water qualityj and effects on sea-
weed plantations.

Various agen ies are also set to
meet to ensure hat the assistance
needed by residen are berng provided.

The PDRRM also encouraged
the pUblic to immediately report any
sighting of oil slid
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ILOILO CITY - I he Bureau of
F sheries and Aqu tic Rjesources
( :FAR)-6(WestemVi yas)haswamed
t at the oil slick fro I the oil tanker
t at sunk in Oriental indoro that has'
r ached Caluya town, I tique province

ay affect seawee~i' oduction.
"Caluya is kno I for its seaweed

p oduction. In fact, I percent of sea-
eed production is ft~m Caluya," said
FAR- 6 Director Re I ia Aparri.

As of March 9, BFt -6 said damage
t seaweed producti~l and the ~ishing
i dustry has reache more than P4

illion in the town I ith three major
i land barangays.

..------_._--_.__._---1-----------
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Aparri said in n oriljne press brief-
ing that more th n 73 lisherfolk have
been affected so ar a their number
could be higher.

She noted tha eavrEed planting has
been halted sine the p Islick reached
the shores of the un ipality.

.Aside from se wee "tatus" or co-
conut crabs are fund il Caluya.

Aparri assur tha fisherfolk in-
volved in seawe d am coconut crab
production will et n eded financial
and technical as~ stance from BFAR.

BFAR-6 is a aitirig the labora-
tory result to d terrpf'ne if fish and
marine produc taf n from areas
in Caluya affect by t e oil slick are
contaminated.

~- l" J -:-=-'-.-~~--::.~.:- -- -- -.-.-------.--

FAR w rns oil slick in
ay affe t seaweed pr
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me Mar ina ~owledge ih s ' ping operations, decis ons about sh p worthi-

nI ness can be om atal especially when a ore cunning shippingT Prin ess companyc u ermine the approval rocessmabdtogeta
permit to 0 erress sinI .-J..g Industry au shavebeenpvintingo tthatMARI'JAneeds

' 1 . f I an adminis ato ho has a proven track cord in shipping. Not
n the Sinking of t1i.!MT princess Express having oneilcou undermine the regula ory responsi bilities of
mains largely abo

l
t the cleanup opera- the agency, for ost of which would b to make su e that all

tions of silled dies and industrialfuEj oil polluting a grow- shipping v ssel that leave port are de igned, equipp ed, and
ing num br of islan coastlines, very li le has been reported tnanaged b co etent shipping comp .es.
on why it happene . I ~ Only by ns ng that shipping com anies adhen- to striet

Up to ow, more han two weeks afte MT rincess Express standards ill t re be little or no chan es of accider.rs at sea.
sank, ve little info ation on RDC R ield arine Services Almost all f sea ccidents poin] to devi tions in set s andards
Inc., the v ssel's ow r,has been made ailable to the public. as causes, J;ri only emphasizes the f ct that accicents can

In fact, n a press i terview given by t e Maritime Industry indeed be p ve ed.
Authority (MARIN past week, the reg latory agency spoke It' s unfo~ n t and ironical that, du ng the day when the

on behalf of the tier bwners, saying MT Princess Ex r. ss sank, the fj.rst-ever Philippine MaritimeBIZLI KS that the vessel as cqvered by a $1 Industry Su m' 'as held with no less t an Pres deru Marcos
billion protection d indemnity insur- delivering t e k note address and as . g for he Phi.ippine
anceforeveryin ,I enqncludinganoil maritime in ust "to be looked upon . th admiration by the
spill, that the ship ing ~ompany had a region and e r s of the world."
valid Certificate d Public Convenience During t e t, the updated Mariti e Industry DEvelop-
(CPC) for MT Pri~ ess Express, and that ment Plan 2 28 s presented espousing e vision of "achiev-
RDC Reield shod d fil, an insurance ing a strong d iable Philippine merch t fleet that addresses
claim for the oil s ill. the sea trans ort quirements of the arc ipelago in supoort of

As a governme t offi,ceresponsible the national ev I pment agenda."
for regulating thtj maritime industry, One of th qve iding programs mentio ed was the ennance-
MARINA should l ad an investigation ment of mar im~ ansport safety and se ity, a keel' recogru-

into the re sons why an oil-bearing t r failed at sea, and tion of the ri ks at an archipelago like he Philippines, with
in the proc ss posed eats to the envirq ent, as well as to over 36,000 '10 ters of shoreline, faces should any, ccident
the livelih od and he lth of thousands 0 Filil1inos. happen. .

Unforru ately,it s ems that MARINA is by itself compro- Whitewa:l;hing
mised in t .s instand 1 especially after S ories surfaced that S8 Express, which was registered a: "lewly
the vessel's license ha been revoked by t~e former MARINA red engine problems ile at sea begs some
head in 202 for failin to prove its seawd thiness in carrying . Not only dOI~::;its res ued crew of 20 need
fuel oil pro uets.· I Ie,but also its tanker 0 ners and Mz RINA.

Under t e new M RINA administra ion, however, MT An attemp to hitewash the whole in ident will or y lead
Princess Exp,ress was g yen the go-signal tb ferry oil products to more if no bi er accidents if 1 the fu re, especiallz if the
via a tec~tallooph le, which could have gone unnoticed rumored lob y ot mall, but influential s ip owners, 0 relax
or could have deliber tely been overlooked. existing MA N olicies will be success 1.

I Adher nee to strict stand~rds Lessons 1 e rom the sunk MT Pri ess Expr .ssmust be
,--~W_h,.e_n_y_f~u_h_a_v_e_an--+.aL.d_m_,~iru=~·s_tr_~_to_r_~w,~h~~tl_a~c-r_th_e~d_e_p~th~o_f~clearl~~m_p_h--'l'r"'e~d~t-,en:re~t_h_a_tCtIJ_rre__ct_iv~m_e_a~su~r_c_sar~~
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tuted, an any I pses on the part of the gove
tory agen must be remedied by the right p

Oil spi s, like chemical spills at sea, pose
the ecosy em, as well as to humans. This is
them fro happening is the first line of defen . B
inevitabl apPfns, countries like the Philip ines
the capat1J ity to respond quickly and adequ tely

11 Lessons '
For a 10 g w$le, the Philippines has not h d major oil

spill incid nt. The last one was in 2006, wh a stimated
1.5 millio liters of bunkerfuel spiltfrom M/ Sol rJ when it
sank off, Ie coast of Guimaras Island and co t i ated the
sea and tn: island's shoreline.

Aside f om the damage on the local ecos ste compris-
, ing mang~ve,s, seagrass and coral reefs, a ful stolP 0 fishing
activities Iad to be implemented. Even the I cal ~( rism in-
dustry wa hobbled while the shores were bei re bilitated.

It took uimaras more than decade to rest t environ-
ment to ittPristine state. During that time, w, ile 1 an up of
the oilspi fi contipued, mangroves were repl ed, inciding
with tne s w return of seagrasses and resus tati of coral
reefs. .

Where T Princess Express sank is an area w ere e sea cur-
rent is stro g, wfich has complicated spilled it c ainment
efforts. Ev n if the tanker was carrying only 8 ,00 iters, the

'leaked fud drifted much farther beyond Orie tal indoro.
This co ld turn out to be a bigger tragedy I ha /T Solar

1, which 0 ly mean!, that we need to have mo resolute
MARINA t at truly understands all the safety, le at ships
carrying 01 should comply with. .

I Facebook and Twitter
We are IhctivJly using two social netwo~ inq

to reach oJi more often and even interact w~ h a
our readej' friends and colleagues in the v rio
interest tli, t I tackle in my column. Please li e u
facebook.co /ReyGamboa and follow us on W ui.t
ReyGambo.

Should ou wish to share any insights, w '~e at Link
Edge, 25th~IOOr, 139 Corporate Center, Va.lero ire t Salcedo
Village, 12 7Makati City. Or e-mail me at rey gam oa@ya-
hoo.com. er a compilation of previous articb s, v' it www. ,
BizlinksPhflippires.net.

'ebsites
engage

areas of
nwww.

tier.com] '
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Integr d energy rm Sernir- , transport services,
a~Minin . nd Power orporation nal Protective Equip-
(S PC) a~ the Dep rtment of ), inchrdingf azardous
E ergy (D(!) ) have be n working (hazmat) si .ts, N95
with the P ilippine Cast Guard masks, b ots, and safe.y gloves.
(PEG), °1ce of Civ I Defense An 0 I spill cont rinment
(OCD), D artrnent k f Health boom ha also been ir taIled 1
(DoH), loc I govern ent units, kilornete from the she r line to
an~ impacn d resident in Sernir- protect t e reseeded giant clams
ara Island s nee Marc 4 to clean in Semir ra Marine Hatchery in
up and con in the oil spill from 'I'abunan.
the sunke tanker i Oriental In col boration WIth the 10-
Mindoro. cal baran ay health workers, the

The hazardous S,N[PC In irmary has c.eployed
reached the shores 0 Semirara a medica team tothe clean-up
Island in ~ luya, Anti ueafter- Semira Mining and Power Corporation Emerge I:Y ~e ponse Team ~,il:es to s rve as on-site me?-
noon of Ma h 3, Frida . (SMPC1nand Barangay Semirara responderswor ng tq lean-up and res and to conduct a cor[lJnu~uty

The oil ill curren y covers contai he Mindoro o.il spill that reached Semirara sland. health s vey among the im-
al10st 3 kil meters of shoreline pacted ho seholds.
str~tchingi rom Sitio Sigayan and Si - holder group have so far recovere 4,5 SMPC relief op rations are ongoing,
tioToong 0 arangay ernirara and Sitio kilograms of oil-contaminated wa tes. benefitting all 341af ected households who
Sabang of arangay Ti ogboc, affecting To date, the SMPC ERT has d vot were given food pa ks with rice, canned
341 households who ma nly rely on fishing overz., 700 man- hours to the oil spil leaJilT goods, noodles and roduce from t w com-
for livelihood. up. The company has also provi d th pany's agro model f rm and poultry model

Responders from he multi-stake- respondersfromPCGandDOHwitha com "farm projects.



rID
PAGE

DOEDITORIAlCARTOON

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

i=~;rIINITJATIVES
• SERVICE

C]UPPE!/
[2jLOWER

oBANNER
STORY

PAGE1
STORY

23
T/fLE:===::t==:-:====~:;=:=======::::;;;::::=:--=-::::::==}::::~_-=== ~_I. __

U.C emiraraand Power Cor~oration Emergency Response Tea and Barangay ernlrara resp
work together tp clean-up and contain the Mindoro "spill that reached Semirara land.
Integrated ene~gyfirm Semirara Mining and Powe Corpdration and the Depart ent of
Energy have been working with the Philippine Coa t Guard, Office of Ci ii' Defen e, De-
partment of Health, local government units, and im acted residents in SiE!mlrarasland
since March 4 to clean up and contain the oil spill from the sunken tanker in 0 lental
Mindoro. The hazardous waste first reached the s ore of Semirara Isl and in C luya
Antique afte~oon of March 3, Friday. II ~ T-
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OTOGRAPH COURTESY OF SMPC

Clean up squadln egrate~ energy firm Semirara Mining and ower Corp. and the Department
of Energy personnel have be n working with the Philippine Co t Gu'ad, Office of Civil Defense,
Department of Health, local go ernment units, and affected residen in Se irara Island since!4 March
to clean up and contain the 0 I spill from the sunk tanker in'Orie al Mi doro. Semirara MJningand
PowerCorporation E rgenc ResponseTeamand Barangay Se irara r sponders work to clean-up
and contain the Mindo oil sp'lI that reachedSemirara Island. L
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After 2 weeks
NG BAR KONG NAGDULOT NG OIL SPI

HL'!Vll! ,wI nangpamnanhin ang ROC
Reield . I Services,angmay-ari ng Mf
.Princess E ress na !umubog sakaragatan
ngNaujan, ientalMindoronoongf'ebrero
28. I

Sa isan pahayag, sinabi ng ROC
, na humihin rin silang paumanhin sa mga

residente n maging kabuhayan ay
naapektuhan g oil spill.

Tiniyak nilanapahlloyangkanilang
pakikipag- yan gobyemo, Philippine
Coast Guar loka! amahalaan~at~in=te=r~-~=='--~ .4-

ana silang responders
igil na lumaki pa ang
ragatan.
umanongkumpanya
boat na may mga oil

ent, meron din umano

DATE
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~OK Ii ro fig industrial oil sa lumu ~og
II na tanker, puwede pang maisalba . ]

~~
t,a pa umanonq rnaisalba 09 Phillpplne

Gu rd (PftG) katuwang ang ibang ahens a n
go~ erne t internasyunal na organisasyon an nas
80~ 000 litro ng industrial fuel na karga ng lum~~ og n
MT rinceSs Empress. ~

maninabi ni peG spokesperson Rear Admiral A
Bar 0 na base sa National Mapping and Resou el1
for1>ation Authority (NAMRIA), "intact" pa ang ~ ngk
ng rincess Empress kaya pinaniniwalaan 1'1 ang
kurnalat na langis sa dagat ay ang "operations fuelpafOO9 09 0."'0. . .

, eron!il image na binigay samin 'yung NJ MRI~
at ukhang intact pa po 'yung tanker at wala ~~~Jnaki itang ~agas na maramihan na nanggagalin!

II
sa ~anyang mga tanks," sabi ni Balilo I
. !inabi ng Department of the Environment and Natu-
ral esourges (DENR) na ang NAMRIA ang na akitCl
sa j mubog na barko na nasa 400 metro lalim sa ~agat
at 1ay 7.5 nautical miles mula sa Balingawan F ~:nt.

a obserbasyon ng DENR, tinatayang 591 e arya
ng coral reef, 1,626 ektarya ng bakawan, at 362 e ctarya
ng seagrass 0 seaweeds ang posibleng maapej y~a
nJL~pekto os oil sRill. (Danilo Garcia)
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MAHIGIT1~ resi~ente ng susuka at diarrhea.
Oriental in- 1 Sinabi
doro ang I nag- ~ ng gober-
kasakit dahil sa' nador na
epekto ng tuma- tinutulun-
gas na langjs sa gan sila ng
mga baYb~Yin rnga toxi-
nito. . cologist at

Ayon ay iba pang
Oriental in- h e a 1 t h
doro Gove nor W 0 r k e r
Humerlito Do- mula sa
lor, hanging Batangas
kahap<:11.lay bot Me d i cal
na sa 122 lang r~idente Center, isa sa mga partner
ang nagka . lt dahf sa oil na ospital ng Oriental Min-
spill at kar . an ita ay doro, sa pangangalaga sa
nasa edad i~pata~. . kanilang mga residente.

Maym~ bata n. amya .May ap~t na araw na
ang apekta 0 ng oj! spill. arnyang gmagamot ng
Kabilang sa' mga idinada- mga ito ang kanilang may
ing ng rnga bikti a ang mga sakit na residente.
hirap sa paghinga, maka- Sarnantala,sinabini Phil-
kating rash~ sa bal t, pag- ippine Coast Guard (PeG)
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ngingisdo tomboy so M nd ro oil spi I
Nangangamba ang pang lamang-dagat

• isang grupo ng mga ang posibleng mama-
mangingiSfsa epekto tay dahil sa oil spill
ng oil spill ula sa lu- at magreresulta ita sa
mubog na T Princess paghina ng mahuhu-
Empress ~ Oriental ling isda.
Mindoro. Una nang inihayag

Sinabi ~. Pamban- ng Bureau of Fisheries
sang Laka' ng Kilu- and Aquatic Resourc-
sang Mam malakaya es (BFAR) na nasa
ng Pilipina (Pamala- 13,000 pamilya ng
kaya) nat nal chair- mga mangingisda ang
man Fern db Hicap apektado ng oil spill
na slguradi ng babag- na mula sa MT Prin-

. sak ang fl· h produc- cess Empress mata-
tion sanhi g paghalo pas itong lumubog sa
ng langis s karagatan bayan ng Naujan sa
ng Mindoro Oriental Mindoro.

Ibinabala pa nito na Samantala, nagla-
rnaraming isda at iba bas naman ng paha-

I 1~~~~~--I1- ~~--'-'--
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Ra . g, disturbing news about
nt oil spill in Oriental Min-

inds us of personalities
who come from there.
n imagine how Noli de
ola town mayor Jennifer

Cruz (I a Alegre), Vice-Governor
Ejay F lon, and Dr. Carl Balita,
have b orne so bothered by this
sad tur of events.

Mor ver, we are equally wor-
ried ab t the health and safety
of 0 din men, women, and chii-
dre in he province, especially
those 0 depend on fishing for
their liv ihood.

With is in mind, we urge gov-
ernrnen 0 act faster in arresting
the niult aceted problems posed
by that i t oil spill caused by a
commer al tanker in the waters
offNauja ,Oriental Mindoro.

The oil ill has spread to other
islan~s far as Palawan and

- - . r

Antique. ';
Good thin that Japanese Am-

bassador K shikara Kazuhiko.
announced t at Tokyo has already
deployed its il control experts to
the Philippin

I think it'll Iso time that na-
tional gover ent[ sought the
help of forei n experts, such as
those from he United States
and Canada. arang ang bagal
ng aksyon nat n dito sa mala king
problemang i sa *anahon ng
kahirapan. Th oil spill has been
timed with su mer when people
flock to the be ches.

According 0 Manila Bulletin,
at least 76 co I al b~rangays in
nine towns in riental Mindoro
have been pia d under state of
calamity folio Ing the sinking
of MT Princess mpress. The oil
spill has affecte cord of marine
protected areas

Iwas floored
management of e sunken tanker
sent a team OfJ1ers, instead of
engineers orcon 01 experts, when
they learned of incident.
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pan, signs Pi0
nt for safe wa

supply in Sohal
Bv Cristv Pisco

THE ovemment of Japan yesterday signed
contr t amounting to USD 184,042 (approxi
10 m ion pesos) for the construction of rai
tank n Bohol.

Ja ese Ambassador to Manila Koshikawa azu-
hiko gned the grant contract for the projec ~.tled
"'the onstruction of Rainwater Tanks to Provi Safe
Wate upply and Sanitary Education to Preven e -
tious iseases in Bohol with Frequent Drought 'with
[ap se non-governmental organization Ika ko

It ill be funded under the Grant Assist c f r
[ap se NGO projects.

few large rivers in the rural areas of
ts struggle daily to access safe water,
project aims to improve the health and

tion nditions of the locals in the rural areas 0
by c tructing water supply systems that re ram-
wate establishing a management network for t, and
prov ing hygiene education.
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hol with Frequent
Droughts" with Japanese
non-governmental organi-
zation (NGO) "Ikaw-Ako."

It will be funded under
the Grant Assistance fOI
Japanese NGO Projects.

With few large nvers in
the rural areas of Bohol,
residents struggle daily to
access safe water.

The project aims to im-
'prove the health and sani-
tation conditions of the lo-
cals in the rural areas of
Bohol by constructing wa-
ter supply systems that
reuse ramwater, establish-
ing a management network
for it, and providing hy-~flI--~---r~~~~

THE Govern ent of Ja-
pan on Mond signed a
grant contract mounting
to US$18~,04 (approxi-
mately P10 Ilion) for
the constructi of rain-
water tanks i Bohol.

Japanese bassador
to Manila kos ikawa Ka-
zuhikosigned !Vantcon-
tract for the ject titled
"The Construe . n of Rain-
water Tanksto ovideSafe
Water SUP}?! and Sani-
tary Educafio to Prevent
Infectious Dis ses in Bo-
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cija COpS recover hot m er
inside ab~ndoned tr ck

By:sTEVE A.
GOSUICO

YAPO, Nueva Ecija -
sponding members of
e local police recovered
me 105pieces of undoc-
ented lumber loaded
an abandoned truck

re on Sunday night.
TowJ;1police head Lt.

01. Erwin V, Ferry said
e recovered lumber con-
aband consisted of 105
.eces of mahogany flitch-

with a total volume of
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Dahil umano sa pag! -
bag sa iba't ibang envi-
rorunentallaws ay hi .. g
ng mga lokal opisyal a
lalawigan ng Nueva Eel ;
na isara ang isang kilal g
tourist destination sa I
wigan.

Nanawagan ang m a
local officials ng lal -
wigan sa Department
Environment and Na
Resources na bawiin
kasunduang pinasok nito
isang pribadong kumpan
na nag-o-operate ng .
lungao National Park. I

Sa tatlong pahinan
apela sa DENR, sinabi .
General Tinio Municip 1
Mayor Isidro Pajarillaga xl
ang Ground-Air Logisti
Corporation (GALCO ,
na siyang nag-o-operate
Minalungao National Par ,
ay walang mga kaukulan
business permits, kabilan
na ang building at occu
pancy permits at ilang natu
ral rock formations sa 100
ng parke ang inalis upan
bigyang-daan ang kaniJan
infrastructure projects, n
malinaw na pagsira sa p
tected areas sa nasabin
parke na matatagpuan s
General Tinio, Nueva Ecija

Noong 200,3, an I

DENR na kinatawan n
Protected Area Manage
ment Board (pAMB) chair
man at Regional Executiv
Director Regidor De Leon
ay lumagda ng memoran
dum of agreement (MOA)
kasama si GALCO Vice
President for operations
Rey Aviles, upang ipreser-
ba, i-develop, i-operate at
i-manage ang recreational
park sa 1000 ng 25-taon.

Tiniyak naman ni I
DENR officer Artemio
Almazar narerebyuhin nito
ang kasunduan na pinasok
sa GALCO.-Mer Layson-
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siyangnag - ~ ~N 'IS) airrnah
1ungaoNaticmlPark,l)1~~, .~ pO JiE~ utived~
mga kaukulangt u ne s la~ p& De ;on,ay~~
permits,kabilangn* bui - ne m~~ebrandu]n 0
ding at occupancy ~ts IINPIteni'~lt )A)kasj~~,

Tinukoydin ng10 mlna ILc I Presiddnt f
opisyalna ilangnatiira roc hili Ihs& ~viles, jIpan.
formations sa loob g ark I;eti ~ i~ ~lop,i-operat
lang inaIis ng ku ~i any [na ~g~I 'om
/lpang bigyang-d Ia an .~~ hnb 25-tao,
kanilang infrasth ~ur " iniyakramar
projects,namalina E I~ 0 cer Ar emi,
agsira saprotected 1m ~ s jaz na teb}'llh! niu

MlirnIungao national ark ~~IIqI:, ~dl na pi law]
~amatatagpuan sa J, ~ra ~aUiAJ' ~O sini~ 0 ss
inio, Nueva Ecija, at ani I Ie ~I t opisy] n,f

popular tourist ! s ~ Irini a bubu isiir
Central Luzon region, I.', ,ng ml a ito

Noong2003,ang ~cr go
na kinatawan ni Pi;oti~te< sa vironm enta]
~ea Management:ll ar< I (.il(J. jneA!filnso)
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DENR

lsang f< p tourist des-
tination s~ lalawigan ng
NuevaEciJ ang ipinasara
ng mga 10 al na opisyal
dahilsaurn no'ypaglabag
sa iba't ibar environmen-
tal laws.

Kasaba nito, nanawa-
ganangm~ localofficials
ng naturan lalawigan sa
Departme t of Environ-
mentandN turalResourc-
es (DENR) .a bawiin ang
kasunduan pinasok nito
sa isang pr~adOng kum-
panyanana -o-operateng
Minalungao ationalPark.

Sa s-pa inang apela
sa DENR, binabi ni Ge-
neralTinioM~luniCiPalMay-
or Isidro P jarillaga na
ang Groun -Air Logistics
Corporation (GALCO), na
siyang na~ o-operate sa
Minalungao ationalPark,
ay walang "1gakaukulang
businessperimits,kabilang
na ang bu'l ing at occu-

Top to rist destination sa N.E. ipin ara ng LGU
panifn:~~~~' ng lokal na nall:I~~n~ft5h~h~
opisyal na ilang natural !i9r ment, GALCO in/-
rock formations sa loob f.e i, tely initiated infra-
ng parke ang inalis ng stru' re projectswithinthe
kumpanya upang big- , fou, spot, constructing
yang-daan ang kanilang hot,' wdecks,pathways
infrastructure projects, na and <iitherbuildings tnat
malinaw anila na pag- \Ner~t coordinatedwith
sira sa protectedareas sa the officialsofGeneral
Minalungaonational park, Tin' 'bahagi ng liham.
na matatagpuan sa Ge- . kabila naman n!~
neralTinio,NuevaEcija,at kaw Ifln ng business pes-
isang popular tourist spot rnit t iba pang regulator:r
sa Central Luzon region. ~ is mulasa LGU;nag-

Noong 2003, ang patu ¥ umano ng opera-
DENR, na kinatawan ni syo ng GALCO.
Protected Area Manage- mantala, tiniyak
ment Board(PAMB)chair! Di D ~R officer Arternlo
manat RegionalExecutive Aim ~ar na rerebyuhill
director Regidor De Leon, nito ing kasunduan na
ay lumagda ng memoran- pin pk sa GALCO at
dum of agreement (MOA) sinig 0 sa mga lokal na
kasama si GALCO Vice opis n9GeneralTinionm
President for operations bub siin nila anghinainm
Rey Aviles, upang ipre- I)g ita hinggil sa pag..
serba, i-develop, i-operate I~bi umanongtumalima
at i-manageang recreatio- sa e ronmentallaws.
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aSk~d' when Ramon "T by" Tarnayo.va beaches have always been populated with
civi leader, communi mobilizer, and predators-humans and other animals.
citi en scienFist from Sa Juan, La Union, But what happeis when humans start

recentlYi\'gave ananimated 0 line talk in The modifying beaches apd removing the sand?
Filipino SDGAction Hour·ab ut hundreds of Naic and Temate ar reported to be among
sea turt~es that have ascend d the beaches of the coastlines where sand is vanishing from
San Jua?, La un~on to lay hndreds of eggs. where turtles tradit onally lay their eggs.
Toby explained that sea tur es need the sea Well, new airports n ed to be built in near-
to survive, and~O recreate he sea and sea- ON THE MOVE by Sangley Point and Bulacan and new cities
water i~an aqua ium in one' living room re- need a mindbogglin 21,000 hectares to be
quires t dious e ortto keep. pet marine tur-. SEGUNDO ECLAR ROMERO reclaimed from Mani a Bay.
tle. The e might be a bigger chance that the Pawikam: are pa of our comrr unity-
freshwa er fores turtle can I e kept as a pet global and local. Theiare "ours" for the brief
but, the again, they are n the giant, lov- ile warmer sand produces more e al~. time that they are in ur care, but when they
able, m,estic se~ turtles we all the pawikan. T ey call this "temperature-depends t s x roam the vast West hiIippine sea and oth-
The gre~'n turtl~. can reach f.eet in length d termination." I, I er waters and come ~ce to face witl: marine
and wei h up to 60 pounds I Now you ask the kids to refleqt jwh ~ harvesters of various nationalities, including

The ood ne s, howeve I is that you do 0 serving sea turtles-how might Wr mi our own, they are in rave danger.
not hav to own them to enjo them. They are t:Ir nds due to climate change affect t e r Sea turtles give ~humans the sterling les-

. part of tre sea, afd a compel ing excuse to go n tic diversity not only of turtles blf ot t son of survival tha works for them and
to the sfa to ob~erve them I hen they come r ptiles like alligators and crocodilesql should work for hum ns as well. Eve know-
ashore. ~he sense of wonde , ent they bring I am also fascinated by their less ns ~ ing the harsh odds, e should continue pro-
is equal y stron!? for both dults and their ilitary science. Baby turtles hatc~ t t educing community v lunteers, racing to the
kids, for how ma,y adults wo lId have had the s me time, with military precision, t~ ra'~ sea of civic troubles aljldsocial turbulence, for
chance f see sea turtles co e ashore to lay t the sea en masse past waiting pr1e ato ~ tiny opportunities fo~heroism. These oppor-
eggs, or hen th~ hatchlings merge from the w ich will manage to eat many, but no all f tunities exist all ovet the archipelago. With
sand an, race to fhe sea 60 d ys later? tl em. They are natural experts at "pa~i ter .~' every citizen equippe~ witha cell phone, the

paw~kans are fascinatin I to watch. But S a turtles seemingly have a statistic L~ s - citizenry has a tremendous capacity for sci-
they are also good for scien e learning, em- vi al frame of mind-ensuring that t ¢y I y entific observation, r~porting, and activism.
pathizin~, and particularizi g the effects of e ough eggs so that while many will be ~ateh, Learning to save~ea turtles is a mecha-
climate change. For instance we know that a some will survive. One turtle can lay fr m sh: nism for learning a out our own survival.
sea turt~e lays up to 100 eggs the warm sand to 10 clutches with one clutch containi g be- This is understood b various local commu-
being their "incubator" for a out 60 days. Sci- een 80 and 180 eggs. nities who are now p acticing and rewarding
entists tyll us the temperatur of the sand de- The memory written into the,r local heroism, one se turtle at a time.
terrnines whether a baby tu tle will be male lj kes them COmeback to the samel
or femal -cooler sand prod ces more males 'that have been sanctuaries and n doyromero@'gmail.c m

DATE
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QC T HOST' 2023 EARTH HOUR
QUEZON ity will host this
year's Eart Hour celebration
in the Philip ineson March 25
at the Que on Memorial Cir-
cle.

This, ccording to QC
Mayor Joy elmonte, was in
partnershi with the World
Wide Fun for Nature - Phi-
lippines.

The ci y will join over
7,000 citie from 193 coun-
tries to co memorate Earth
Hour, whi h is considered
one of th world's largest
grassroot environmental
movement.

"Local overnment units
like Quez n City playa big
part in ra sing awareness
about the hreats of climate
change a ong our constitu-
ents. That' why every envi-
ronmental rogram and initia-
tive we ha e established and
are curren Iy planning inclu-
sive and sponsive to the
circumsta ces of our peo-

plJ: she said.

~

At exactly 8:30 p. m. on
M rch 25, the city govern-
IT! nt will switch off the lights
of he pylon QMC and other
c· govemment-run buildings
fo an hour.

QCitizens and business
o ners are also encouraged
to switch off their non-es-
se tiallights.

"The city's participation in
E rth Hour signifies our
s ng commitment to push
f0 I climate justice as we
h d towards advancing in-
cl slve, ambitious, and evi-
d nce-based climate action
to rovide a livable and quali-
tY mmunity for all," the ma-
yp added.

Before the switch-off ac-

~

. ty on the 25th, the city's
I ate Change and Environ-
ntal Sustainability Depart-
ntand the Gender and De-

ve opment Council Office Will
h st the 'Padyak ng Kaba-

baihan para sa ~Iikasan'
cycling even an scaven-
ger hunt for t e y uth.

Various n niJ vemment
organizations nd '<11 enter-
prises with cl mat~ and envi-
ronment adv cacies will also
set up booths around the pre-
mises of Liw san~Aurora.

A pre-s 'tch off prog-
ram will al ota e place,
where perf rma CEIS and
messages 0 su port from
different no -go ernment
organization an govern-
ment agenci s w II be deli-
vered, it said

During th lights-off pro-
per, a symb lic run spear-
headed by fi ness and erivi-

ronmental conservation en-
thusiasts will take place in-
side QMC, signifying the po-
wer of collective action i
achie ,inga future where Fi'l-
pinos live in harmony wi .,

. nature,
"VifH are celebrating Earth

Hour I'nain in-person to show
our stllOngercommitment a d
solida rity as a people who

, want la better future for our
country. We want to mak e
this thl~Biggest Hour for Earh
because we are fighting the
bigge st concerris of the pl. -
net:climate change and .
versiW loss," WWF-P ilip-
pine~ Executive Direct r
Katherine Custodio said.
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Since then, astic use in dizzy-
ing array of p ducts h~s b come a
fact of life. I s~not reme. ber the
last time I bO~-ht somethi g with-
out it being wr ped in the aterial,'
often with th brash colo s of its
brand proudlYI rinted in ne t fonts.
Shampoo. Too hpaste. De ergent.
Chips. Biscuits. Chocolate. Min-
erai water. SO£1Idrinks. Eve thing
is in neat lig?lweight con ainers.
Seti-seti store~ ~nd groceri s seem
like they were built with a aleido-

. scope of plast/ walls;
Even the food I buy in c rinde-

rias, or from little carts h re and
there, would tl banded to me in-
side a plastic container - hether
or not I asked for one. Th same
goes for take-pI-Its from fa t food
outlets and restaurants.
. Easyto handl , these plas ics ale.
Easyto dispos1 f too.

Ideally, these cheap plas ics are
as effortless t9 ecycle as t <1. are
advertised by la g~ cofnpani s who
often Itol;lttheirl corporate s cial re-
sponsibility" to e world by ndud-
ing "recycleme" in their pac aging.'
This effectively tells the pub ic that
they are using r cyclable m erials,
enviroument-[ iendly, th y say,
reassuring those conscious f their

I .
consumption tf t they are uying
the right Choicl~and doing other
Earth some go .

But alas, we not live in a per-
fect world. Not all plastics an be
recycled'or repurposed ..

And now, plastics have b come
one ot the mo~ serious en iron-

Iroblem wit
I-

i ' I
mental th ats. Unfortunately, as
ITIuch~~. want to take pride' il(
everything inoy under the global
spotlight, i s a shame to be notori-

~ '! )ous for be' g the third-largest con-
tributor to lastic waste worldwide,
which am nts to an estiHiated
2.7 millio metric tons of plastic
annually. wenty percent of it,
or 521,00 tons, end up in the
oceans, T me you also almost
.instantly ought of poor pewi-
kans tangl in takeout cuphold-
ers and ch ing on plastic straws.

Because these plastic products,
as well as eir improper disposal,

ent is being made to
especially felt by our

country! fo sin, the coastal areas,
making a Ii " g by fishing,These big
~orporatio are raking in millions

, ' • .' J JJ
in profits ile leaving behind a

"] t.1 .J

toxic trail 0 ollutant~ that di~rupt.
our biodive ity. Ifour environment

• I rJ'
suffers, fte , t?~. And most of the,
time, the I -incorne population
feels the b t of it.' '. f' )

Like'1.ha .e ~ayin Filip,ho, f'Ang
basurang hap'on mo, babali1t
saYo./lRem berthefloodsoffilth
regularly own back at us after
heavy dow ours? Now think of
marine ani als living among the
floating de s of your regular-con-
ditioner an i' nstant noodle packets.
Fisherfolk taking less and less
catch becau of this, too. And we
haveyet to d e deep into the issueof
microplasti seeping into our food.

I wan~ed do something about
this proble . A nongovernment

o [:=J
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structure trying to keep IIp with
the uns stainable production
and cons mption of pi, sties, the
manufact rers should instead step
up and ta e responsibili y ind not
pass the uck to consumers.

If the p oblem with plastic con-
ti ues to ° unchecked, i will end
1 in du psites, landfil S, streets,
and vari s bodies of water, or
umed u t causing heal h safety,

Ii veIihoo , and environrnental
problems to people Th s is why
eve'rycitiz n should be concerned
and do so ething as the rext gen-
eration's ture is at stak '.

Dr. [org Emmanuel 0 Silliman
University: a scientist sp 'Clalizing
in environ ent, renewab e energy,
~I~!pliclie th, and c imate change,
said that "r cyclingof plast csshould
b{~viewed n the context ( • the life
cycleof pia tics, a transitio 1 towards
a circular economy model. the
-glpbal cli ate crisis an protec-
tien of pu lic health ane safety."
Just becau e the material s cheap,
durable, a d accessiole does not
mean its egative trnpac should
be disrega ded.

Plasticst e foreverto de -ompose
cornpletel so while mul imillion .
(l)Jfporatee pires are being uilt on
it, the 9 bi ion tons of pl. stic that
have been roduced globa lly since
t1'u!: 1950sa estill sornewhe e on this
planet - i our land, in OL r waters,
awtlin the ir we breatf e.

r hey ma already )e n _'\If'very
bodies - ware just t a,~we of it.

Yet. .
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ay lsang hindi
aiiwasang awain. MalaR!man malllt, Iahat tayo

~y gumag wa ng basura. at i,ng paraan ng
paglmlwntr I natin dito ay ang akakatulong sa
~babago lUima.

Anq ~ basurang bumabagsef Sa I11gabaybayin.
kalsadanQ b nabaha. QaYUndin~mg~ b~sura sa
~a1uyan~ tu ~ aypawanq~a epe t ~ hinditamans
paqtatapon ito. at ang pangun . naq-aambag sa
lahat ~ ito a walaIllJibakundi a~* plastiR.

Ayon sa 021 report ng Worfd Organization.
ang Pilipinas y gum~awa ~ 2.7 o~ tonelada ~
~ basur plastiRtaun-taonat 2O%!'toaynapupunta
Sflkar~atan. u~ saan karamihan ~a ito ay hindi
rjare-recycle si~le-use sachet.

Gayunm n. hindi pa hull ang I at para kumilos
dahilmay ~ simplengparaan u mabawasan a~
a,ting plastic footprint. Pagkatap ng lahat. ang
pamumuhay nang wala~ plastic :r posible nating
m~awa.

So. anu- 0 aIllJI11gaparaan par
amit ng astic?
1.REUSE IASTICBOTILE.Anq plasticbottles

~

taRiP nitoay asa ikatloat ikaapatna!' nazernararninq
n kokolektan plastia na basura sa unang Coastal

eanup Day mahigit 100bansa. a n sa Ecosystems
R§Ch and eIopment Burea~i Department of
E vtronment and Natural Resou es (DENR).Sa
k a~ ad.Ito aytumetagaln hindibababasa
4 0 taon baqo masira ang isang pI na bote. Kaya.
oras na para ~sanay tayo~ m~ala ng reusable

ttles,hangga t maaari. pumiJing aluminum can=sa plasti at i-recycleang lahat plasticbottle.
2.MAGD NGSARILINGKUB ATTASA

!I11gaplas na kubyertos at stra ay kabiiaIllJsa
pi akamalaki sanhi ~ plastic pol tion. ~ I11ga

aIllJitoay napupunta sa landfill0 a daluyan ng
tu6~atkaraqa n.Kaya.kUDgaIllJrnqa baymaydalang
reusablebottle coffeecup kapaq lum abas,bakithindi
na rInrnagdala sariIimonq cutlery \;Ii . Madalilangito.
i-wrap . kutsanr.1'inidor.6t15 ~ tel~

napkin.at itaQOitosa . ngbagpara mas
convenient kung Rail an mo ito.Dahil
sa cutlerykitna dala .tal~~~ maza-
katulo~ ka sa paqsuq sa plasticcrisis.

3. BAWl\.SANAN PAGGAMITNG
PlASTICBAGS.M . wni:\fl)annaanQ
labis na pawamit ~ I , posable plastic
bag ay tunay na banta sa kapaligiranat
anQ pinaaamahusay paraan upanq
mabawasan ito ay sa marnagitan ng
pawamit ~ eco-frien Iyna altematibo
tulad ~ reusable bags Sa paraang ito.
mababawasanang 'tngrnqaplas-
tic bags.Mag-irnbaR a reusablena
cotton 0 mesh bag at alhin ito kapaq
pupunta Rasa Qrocery pamilihan.

4,GUMAMITNGG SJARS.Anq
glass jars ay m~anda' a1tematibo~
plastic. buleod sa lto a isang liqtas na
opsyon sa pa~-iimbaRInQpp~Rain.Sa
halipna mag-recycleruJ lassjars,madali
mongmare-repurposea m~amitang
I11gaitopara TnQaleft-o ers0 dry \/OOds.
at paQlagyan ng fro~ ri foods. Mas
mainam din na m~ka oon nlJ mason

jarsnil puwede
5. :flAGAY

SABLBCON ERS.Ar ~ -investsa
~a reusable p oducts I1lJ apalit ng
~a disposable y maaa IO~ IT Inbawas
nanqmalakisa basuraiIli/naI11 <fanatin.
Upanq rnaaatul ng na 1800 130m a~
ating waste foo rint, m :.Q-stoc r~ I11ga
reusablena Ia! an tulad m 31at glass
na may' iba't i g size.Iwasanq ~umamit
nQsi~!I:!-usepl lcpacaa ingJX.lllangsa
convenience ung pu vede iamang
gumalllit ng m reusable cont tr ers na
maaart monq laqyan ng pi ;;~'ainat
masarnlt u1it.

Ar~I11gah
simuJapa lama upang inis nq krisis
na atiT~!ginawa ngunit dI1lJ m a ito ay
mahalll\!aupanq akatul. sa ~asan.
Bagarra't mahir pang mamul ly nang
wala~' plastic. unit oras na pe Co gawin
natin ito hindiI ang pare.sa u sariliat
sa susunod na he erasyon undi ~(iS~it
pa - para sa pi neta. Dahi ku q hindi
ngayon. kailan
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Study: Rise in ace n! lastic
pollution 'unprec dented'
PLASTICpollution in' the wo'rld's ockans tics, on the urface of the world's oceans
has reached "unprecedented levels" over today, muc of it discarded ince 2005.
the past 15 years, a new study has found, "Plastic pollution in the world's oceans
calling for a lega~lybinding international during the ast 15 years has reached un-
treaty to stop the harmful waste. precedente levels," said the study, pub-

Ocean plastic pollution is a persistent lished in op n-access journal PLO One.
problem around the globe - animals may The amounts were higher than previous
become entangled in larger pieces of plas- estimates, a' d the study found that the
tic like fishing nets, or ingest microplastics rate of plastic entering the oceans could
that eventually enter the food chain to be accelerate s eral-fold in the coming de-
consumed by humans. cades if left nch eked.

Research published on Wednesday Research rs took plastic sarn] les
found that there are an estimated 170 from over 1,000 station aroun I the
trillion pieces of plastic, mainly microplas- Pollution A2,

• POLLUTION FRO A 1

Study: Ri e in ace n plastic poll
world focusing on a 40-
between 1979 and 20l9.

They found no trend until
1990, then a fl ctuation i trends
between 1990 and 2005. er that,
the samples skyrocket.

"We see a really rapid i crease
since 2005 because the e is a
rapid increase in producti nand
also a limited number of licies
that are controlling the rel ase of
plastic into the ocean," con 'but-
ing author Lisa Erdle told gence
France-Presse.

The sources of plastic pol uti on
in the ocean are numerous.

Fishing gear like net and
buoys often end up i the
middle of the ocean, du ped
or dropped by accident, hile
things like clothing, car tires
and single-use plastics ften
pollute nearer to the coas

They eventually break own

managed, pla tic waste can leach
into the envi nment, eventually
making its way to oceans,

-Wereally a lack of recycl'
a flood of to:xiO roducts and pack-
aging," Erdle said.

The rates of plastic waste were
On current trends, plastic use will seen to rece at some points
nearly double from 2019 across between 1990 and 2005, in part
G20 countries by 2050, reaching because there were some effec-
451 million ons each year, accord- tive policies i place to control
ing to the report, jointly produced pollution.
by Economist Impact and The Nip- That indud the 1988 Marpol
pan Foundation. treaty, a legally inding agreement

In 1950, only 2 million tons of among 154 countries to end the
plastic were produced worldwide. discharge of plastics from naval,

Recycling, even 'in countries fishing and s i ping fleets.
with advanced waste management But with so much more plastic
systems, has done little to help being produced today, the study's
the pollution prob em since just authors said a ew, wide-ranging
a small perc tage of plastics are treaty is needed 0not only reduce
properly ecyded and much often plastic productio and use but also
end up in landfills instead. better manage its disposal.

If landfills are not properly "Environmental recovery of
~----~--~~------------~--------------~I\-~--.----

into microplastics, which Erdle
said can look like "confetti on the
surface of the ocean .•

'Flood of toxic
products'

. those
sions of
• place,"

agreed
nder a

under
can on
olluter
n new

astic
ocean

'lillian



T ASfweek, I
..Lwith Shidan ouran, the chair-
man and one of e co-foun ers of
Canada-based B uesphere C bon,
a relatively ne carbon redit
exchange that a first glanc may
look like any of the other do ns of
carbon trading platforms tha have
materialized =the wo Id in
the past two or ree years. the
old cliche goes, however, ooks

, can be deceiving; if other c rbon
exchal)ges werelas self-awa ,e as
this one, the c rbon eco omy
would be the legitimate dri er of

. progress.irs supposed to be.
, The objective with Bluesp ere,

as with any OtheT~'~bon exCh'nge
with sincere inte t, is to pr vide
an investment pi tform for een-
house gas elim nation, T ose
who are develop ng projects can
finance ongoing operations and
expansion throug,h sale of ca on
credits, which are bought by ose
who need to offset their e is-
sions ..Likewise, in a similar ay
to howa carbon tax puniti ely
encourages emissions pro uc-
ers to clean up their act, the
availability of a arbon ma ket
that allows the to mone ize.
emissions-reduc ion activi les
also provides an £. centive,

As many positiv opportuni ies
that framework p esents, it p es-
ents almost as many opportuni ies
for fraud, which is something at
Bluesphere is kee ly concer ed

~===U===:===========l+-rt=::::;:-::---::---: '_~-+- , _
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n the carbon market
two forms, green-

double counting.
Greenwa ing occurs when

an emiSSiO~' producer claims to
be eliminati g emissions, but is
really only d .ng so by creative ac-
counting. Fo mple, a chemical
manufartur can spew hundreds ', ~ .J,., I •

of thousan of tons of green-
house gas i 0 the atmosphere
and simpl . urchase enough
carbon credi to zero those out
on the book ' nstead of reducing
those actual issions in anyway.
Double ~ou .ting is when two
different enti es claim the same
offset, and th ost common way
this occurs is hen both a com- ,
pany claims a offset through gen-
erating or bu ng carbon credits,
and its host untry also claims
the offset as ' rt of its emissions-
reduction p gram under its
Nationally D rmined Contribu'
tion (NDC). e problem exists
because ther .s no mechanism
within the P I is Agreement to
factor market- sed carbon credits
into accounti of national-level
emissions, a there probably
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markets

aus .the unit of
carbon dioxid equivalent (C02e)
represented hi a carbon credit
does not nece sarily represent a
ton of C02e e minated from the
host country's missions.

Bluesphera t least partially
solves the pr blem of double
countingbypu ing i dividual car-

. bon credits on lockchain, which
is a rare and po ibly unique prac-
tical applicatio of that otherwise
over-hyped te ology. What this
does is pins th carbon credit to '
the project tha generated it, and
keeps track of ,0 ership of the
credit. of cours , there is still the
problem of w ther or not this
information w Ibe used prop-
erly by the res onsible parties
- for instance, ove nrnents try-
ing to determi e the~r national
emissions profi - but at least
the inforrnatio is secure and

. readily availabl .
The greenwas ing problem is

more difficult to olv and it is in
this context Blu phere's Gouran
offered some re eshingly candid
views. The quali of the project
which creates a arbon credit is
of utmost impo ance, of course.
The carbon credi is of no good to
anyone if it doe It r present an
actual eliminati n of emissions. . ..
somewhere, wh ch is why the
Bluespbere excha ge only deals in
credits that have . een verified by
one of four establ hed and highly

reliable r istries: Verra Carbon
Credits ( CU), Gold S andard
Carbon C edits (VER), Climate
Action Re erve Carbon Credits
(tRT), a d American :arbon
R1~gistryC rbon Credits (ERT).
The excha ge itself adds othet
I yer of ve fication when credtts
are first su mitted for lis ng. .

All of t at process or creat-
ing bona . des only goes so far,
however, I does not nec es arily
preventgre nwashing, bu it still

lit ~. n
helps, beca se a company eqgag-
ing in gree washing will It least
b~ doing so ith legitimate crbon
-crellit~.l~p esenting erri'ss ions
eli mination somewhere.

Couran 'ould like to see the
concept b hind carbon <red-
its strength ned by elimi 1,uing
"carbon red ction" as a basisfor
credits, and allowing only actual
"carbon re val" to be co JIlted,
The former akes up almost the
entire carbo credit marke right
now, accord ng to various statis-
tics. though here is some eason
for optimis that may cha 1gein:
the coming ears. The pre blem
with carbon reduction, Gouran
explained, is that even tho igh it
is better tha doing nothing, or
worse, doing things that inc"ease
emi,s,:;ions,it oes not addre lS the
real problem which is .0 ac ually
remove the lanet-kill ng green-
houl;e gases m the atmosph ere.

•.. it- 11
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PARIS: Diplo ts from nearly 200 nations and
top climate sde tists begin a weeklong huddle
in Switzerland onday to distill nearly a decade
of published sci nce into a 20-odd-page warning
about the exist ntial danger of global warming, and
what to do abo t it.

The UN Inter overnmental Panel on Climate
Change's (IPCC) ynthesis report - to be released
on March 20 will detaillJ~~er.ved and projected
changes in Eart 's climate system; past and future
impacts such as evastating heat waves, flooding
and rising seas; nd ways to halt the carbon pollu-

, tion pushing Ea h toward an unlivable state.
"It's a massiv moment, seven years since the

Paris Agreemen and nine years since the last IPCC
assessment rep ;' Greenpeace Nordic senior policy
advisor Kaisa Ko onen, an official observer at IPCC

. meetings, told A ence France-Presse (AFP).
Since its creat on in 1988, the IPCC- an Inter-

governmental b dy staffed by hundreds of volunteer
scientists - ha released six, three-part assess-
ments, the most ecent in 2021-2022.
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Go cruc 'a!

Carbon budgets

ernments to ue
a climate-safe world.

But an aleady narr w path ay bas b
tightrope: humanity's' arbon bu g t ying
under the 1.5 Cbarrier siess thar 300 b 1 tons
of CO2, ba y seven ti es current y arly ssions,
according o the IPCe.

Two ot e' special re orts - on on I sand
Earth's frozen zones, th other on fo ts land
use - wil also be cov red in the s mm or
polkymakers under re ew in Interlal< n.

"The synthesis re ort matte s beca se it
will be the last IPee roduct fe som ars,
and one of the majo sources 0 kno Jge to
be considered in the irst Glob Sloe a e un-
der the Paris Agreem nt," 0 er Gedl one of
the report's lead aut ors and a ser 0 lIowat
the German Institute for lntematton ecurity
Affairs, told AFP.

Unveiled c head of C P28 UN climate t
Dubai in December, the lobal storktake

. front nations with the d ep inade~Jacy 0

pledges to cut emission, which u d I

ea

Under the 2015 Paris treaty, nations premised to
collectively cap the rise at"well below"2 C, and at
1.5 e if possible.

An IPCCspecial report in 2018 m e it larrn-
ingly clear that the more ambitious spira ional
goal- since adopted by governme ts and
business as a hard target - was a b tier bet for

"It is scientists telling qovernrne ts how they
are doing during these crucial defin ng years;'
Kosonen said.

The report card is not good: global reenhouse
gas emissions have continued to gro even as
science has cautioned that deadly co equences are
coming sooner and at lower levels of arming than
previously thought.

Since the late 19th century, Earth's verage
surface temperature has risen more th n 1.1 degrees
Celsius, enough to amplify a crescendo of weather
catastrophes on every continent.

temperatures to rise 2.8 Cabove the preindustrial
benchm rk.

Among the IPce findings that could be high-
lighted in the synthesis report is the looming threat
of deadly heat.

'Mor oliticized'

Even in a 1.8 e world - an optimistic scenario,
according to some scientists - half of humanity
could, by 2100, be exposed to periods oflife-threat-
ening clirh~te conditions arising from the coupled
impacts of extreme heat and humidity.

There ~re similarly dire projections for health, the
global food system and economic productivity.

"What is at stake matters to everyone on the
planet - our ability to have healtt!y, nutritious and
affordable food, both now and in the future;' said
Rachel Bezrer Kerr, a professor at Cornell University

" and an IPce lead author for the most recent report
on climate impacts.

Floods last year that covered a third of Pakistan,

in
:on-
I ir Paris
~Iobal

~--II-==~-====~======================~=============~===-

u climate scienc
and ongoing drought in East Afrita, both bea the
fin rp i of dimate change.
l e syn hesis report Nill alsc eflect the de-

bat over the best way to decar oonize the lobal
ec omy, with some err phasiz] Ithe nee
to ' pidly phase out fossil fuel and red ce
con timer demand, and others e potenti I of
tee noloqkal solutions.

[)jplomats in Interlaken vetting the text lin -by-
line annot change the science in he underlyi g
repe s' 10,75C pages, but they can decide wh tto
lea in or out, and can highlight --- or obscu -
thin s throu~h wording.

" ver time, IPCCmeetings became more p iti-
cize as government representati e~i- main ,
but ot exclusively, from oil-produ (ihg states
inter ered in the scientists' discuss 0 ls;'the jo
Nat esaidin a recent editorial.

o spite that "the main IPCCstu d es have a ex-
traor~inary reach, informing every'tt ing from obal
clim· e agreements ... to the schoel limate str kes
movement Fridays of Future;' the jou mal said. F P
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Police in are
now pursu g r business
angle in the lli[ of Aparri,
Cagayan Vie a r Rommel
Alameda' t Feb. 19
ambush th al left five

IVICEMa rRommeIG.Alameda(Official other peopl ~de
Faceb k page of the Vice Mayor
Romme I . Alameda)!I~~-~~··jl-ij

mined in Ca
to Azurin, is
Chinese.

Page 1) In the p
I the black s

PN. chie~ Gen. Rodolfo triggered sp
Azur ,Jr. particularly theyareironi
mentionedl the alleged the construe
ramp t blark sand mining ill the West P
In th province of Cagayan Alameda's r w s strafed
as the ossible motive in the with ?ullets b ~ol!p uniform-
kilhng wearing gun n III front of a

Azu n saip Alameda had school in Nue Viz aya.
been ry vo~al against black Police earli ~said they have
sand ning 9usiness. already iden ed t e owner

"Th lack 1and mining has of the getaw . car that was
be~n ong i1sue in Cagayan. burned by the nrn n on their
This IS ne of~he angles being way to escap
pursu bee use Vice Mayor Azurinsaid
Alame had een against that several perso
kind 0 usinefs which some of the black san ini g angle.
his ka bayan in Cagayan are "Wearejust l[Y!ng0 solidify
engag in," said Azurin. the pieces of viden e so that

Th' l"k~'nd th a t is__ i_t_W_-i_ll_s_t_a_n_d+n_c"F0~rt~"~s~a~id.Azurin. '
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.ining operator utak n a patay
AparriVMRommel A am da
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TINUKOY ng
lice (PNP) an
mining bilang
Aparri, Cagaya
ameda at lima
nakaraang bu

Sa press br
PNP chief qen
sa nakikita nil
kay Alameda
kanilang lugar
Cagayan.

"Busine~s ri
ron kasing on
ing kung saan
ita ay binebent
'yung isa sa n

If --,-

hilippine National Po-
agkontra sa black sand
otibo sa pagpatay kay

Vice Mayor Rommel AI-
itong bodyguard nitong
n.
fing kahapon, sinabi ni
al Rodolfo Azurin Jr. isa
ganggulo sa pagligpit

g black sand mining sa
a matagal ng isyu sa

lry in the sense na me-
ing na black sand min-
ng mga black sand na

sa mga Chinese. So ito
ikita natin na anggulo

---~~-++--""-"-~---'-------~~-41

because Vice Ma or Ala eda had been
against sa nego 0 na 'yun ng ibang
kababayan niya Caga an," dagdag ni
Azurin.

May mga su
sa riasabing kas
magbigay ng ib
hanggang makas
sa korte.

Matatandaan pat gong Maynila
ang grupo ni ame~ nang tamba-
ngan sila ng mg sus k na nakauni-
porme ng pulis sa . gabag, Nueva
Ecija noong Peb ro 1 Kinabukasan,
natagpuan ang s nog n get-away car
ng mga suspek a bay n ng Solano.
(Edwin Balasa)

I
.1,

rin aniya sila
umanggi itong

impormasyon
la ang mga ita
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Female stude s in e Philippines alsofare ve well in educa-
tion. Compared 0 m Ie students, they have.a hig er participation. I '
rate in the ele ntary and secondary levels. oreover, fema e
students have a etter cohort survival rate in ele entary and see-
ondary levels. T is is because the drop- nu rate f males is high !r
than that of the male students. The fe ,n'alestud nts' completic n
rate is also high r than that of the male students n both levels.

Poor families end 11make boys work In the fi Ids and in shops
because they ar considered to be more physical able than gir s.
Since boys gene ally perform poorer in school, i seems easier for
parents to make em quit and get a job Moreov ,girls value ed . "-
cation more th I boys do because they no long r see themselves
merely staying t home when they gr w up. Th now expect t
have careers, as ell t~ey should. Boys tend to as ume they wou k.
be able to find .ork even without finishing sch 1.

While wome 's labor force participation rat is more than j(J
percent, their r te is still lower than that of m n. More worn en
are prevented om, entering the labo force be , use of the en-.
der ro'I{"tter~e9yping;' particularly ~iIl relation 'to reproductivl~ ,
respohsibilitie W0r?en have a slightly highe ,unemployment
rate than men .

Compared ith its regional neighbors, the Philippines hi
the highest p centage of female profession Is and techni :al

.workers. It is so the only country where wo en are equal to
men in senior anagernent roles. The lack.o employment 11
the country ha led Vlillions of women to leave nd work abro ad
as overseas Fir ino workers (OFWs). This is a other grave area
of concern, as he recent death and maltreat ent of domestic
workers in Ku ait have shown .

Women hav always outnumbered rr en as n wly hired OF\ V~;.
They outnum r men as professionals, clerks, service and sales
workers, labor is. anf unskilled wor rers, Wor ing overseas has
brought a lot f difference in the lives of Fili ino women. : r
instance, those orking as domestic help are n getting paid for
work which th y ha e been doing in their ow homes, but were
not given any conomic value. The women's a lity to contrib te
financially to eir families has not oq y empo ered them it H.S
also given the a greater sense of self-worth.

It is this sen e of self-worth that the govern ent must address
as it amends t e old laws that have been pa sed by advoca tI~S
for women's rl hts, and as it allocates more' nds for wome n's
education an I health, particularly in Mind nao and poc rer
regions. It's b en said that women hold up alf the sky. },ld
their energies an only be unleashed if they re nurtured ( rd
allowed to flo iris .

Ed • • It 0I

01 ing u
half t 'e worl

~E situation of women in the Philippines is est described1~full of ~o tradictions, ccording to the Iapa International
Cooperatio Agency. Fil pino women may b considered as

sorr:~ of the mo~t dvanced in e world in acaderni professional,
politics and legisl tion.

. However, .they lso suffer' om domestic Viole ce, economic
dIsa~vantages, dis rimination in the workplace, a exploitation
a~migrant worker~ and sex wo kers, Some of them I 0 suffer from \
dlspl~cem~nt cau3ed by the i termittent wars in c filet-affected
areas III Mindanari,

In 2010, the ~hil~ppines bee me the first country ~ia to close
.the ge~~er gap III ~oth educat on and health. Mor ver, its scores
.O? political empowerment fa kings continue to ri " The Philip-
pIlle~ IS also one .df the few c untries in the world ' here women
are equal to men in senior ma agement roles.

The gover~ment has adop ed the Philippine an for Gen-
der Re~ponslve Developme t (PPGD) 1995-20 5, a 3D-year
~trategic 'p~an tha~ translate the Beijing Platfo for Action
'?to ~ohCles, strategies, pI grams and projec . To opera-

. tionalize the PPOD, the gov rnment, with its p tners in the
nongovernment ~rganizatio s and the academ , formulated
the Framework Plan for Wo en (FPW). I . '

!he FPW h.asthjOliOWing p iority areas: a) prom ion of worn- '
en s ec~n~mlC em owerment; ) protection and a ancement of
women s nghts; an c) promoti n of gender-responsi governance.

Moreover, the Ph lippines is ne of the few countri . in the world
that has a.dopted a ender and evelopment (GAD) udget policy
that requires all agencies (indu ing local governme units) to al-
locate at.least 5 perc nt of their t tal budgets for pro ' rns, activities
and projects that a dress worn ~eeds and rights~--~~~~~~~~
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