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By BELLA CARIASO Cruz nioted that their town imffered|the bi-
e e 0 ot darage. |
ials of local government units in areas “lhave dsked our mumicipal agricultdre office
by the oil spill from the sunken to mi:'asu.reiumgmreline. We also need to check

motor|lanker MT Princess Empress have our total \angfove areas and the total number
agreed| to consolidate the filing of charges of fisherfolk w o were displaced as well as the
agains{ the owner of the vesse), - marine protected areas that were affected| We wil]
S i ) enumerate these in filing the darmages a
tal %ﬁnjnm mayors met with Gov. Bonz.  gyner (of the vessel),” she said.
Drolor Fr'{l];-l}f_ill discuss t]ll'.’fl[ll"lg ﬂfd'lalﬁ Fola The pil siipfli h‘um Empress, which w
Mayer Jlm&rtmznﬂdarmummmwym!@- ing 800,000 liters of industrial fael whe
1t vas agreed upon during the mecting amid inclement weather on Feb. 28, has
that the proviricial government would file the case. Caluya, Antique and Taytay, Palawan.
She daid the municipal government of Pola ¥ ; g1
the assistance of the Nationial Bureay -+~ -+ - S&W response
of Inveyligation as it is mulling the filing of a Cruz lamented ‘the slow resporise
separaty case. - spill, noting that it touk six days before

tainment boams arrived. - | 1
The owner of Empress has not pmvicted any
assigtance, she added. f |14
"Wala g taluga, as tn waln pa po kemime nararanda-
HRTH M ﬁdﬁgﬁfnﬂ them,” Ci"uz sajdini1 m:t;;ﬁw
with “The Chiets” on One News on Friday night,
Cruiz said a representative from RDC Reield
Marines Services visited Pola and offered to
vide relief goods, However, she said they hﬁve
net received anvthing, |
She said RDC has not responded to requests
for additional containment booms, i
Wla talaga siling malingio na inilatay n tuf({n -
para sd bayan dy Fola,” Cruz said. e el
** Shesaid 11 barangays in Pola wcreaffebredfﬁ
the oil spill, which also displaced 1,700 fisherfa
— With Emmanuel Tupas
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‘alkalde 220
Mindore ar
lurmiubiog nz ir
Emprass dahil sa insbot
na pmsala =5 | A
dulot rrmiﬂnﬁka?pg o

may—an ng:

indoro at Govarnor

: rdp para- =a nagka-
paghahsin ng
aban Saowner

Mindara Mayor Janni-
‘Gz kah . afg:
ga maycrs ng Elinanla.l

Ni BELLA mnuisn‘

radio intervien.
Idinagdag ri Cruz na,
kitwha na ng Pola locsl
governmant ang tulonag
ng Mational Eureau of

spill m{na 58 fasabing
barka.

“Ayonkay Pol, Orer

sa— kﬁr‘a,ﬂaﬂ'!g ==t

$rr‘|ﬂ.h1
Q.;qmﬂﬁ‘.ﬂ‘r‘le Hl H ‘

Hy ibleng maisampa
e
h =1
sgﬁ’mm ng Republic ct
B4B3 o ang Oil F'l:'l i

T Prmns# Empress
gtapos ang kanllang
inawa’g pagpupulong

Iometer shorsiine kung
saan malaking bahagi
nito ang napinsala duiat
ng ol spill.

Samantala sinabi
ni Bureau of Fisheries
and Aguatic Aesowces
{EFAR) Spokesperson
Mazario Briguera na
naglaanna ang BRAR ng

waragdang P15 millien

budgst upang tulungan

ang mga mangingisda

na nawalan
buhayan dahil :sacﬁ spill.
Naglagay na 1R 8y

2Lt
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Investinati
ghahunﬁ
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“T've sent L letter to the embassy
of the United States... that we need
help,” Philippine Coast Guard Com-
mandant Admiral Arternio Abu said
at a news forum in Quezon City
vesterday,

While describing the content| of
the letter as fgenr-_*ric," Abu said it
expressed the E'lu'l:.? ines’ wish to

receive any kKind o Ip from the
LS povernment in addressing the
oil spill problem.

“Whateverhelp they can give us
|
|

GE elki II‘Ig

US help in oil
| cleanup

By ROBERTZON RAMIREZ and GHIO QNG

The Philippines has formalized its request for help from the United States in containing and
cleaning up the oil spill coming from a sunken oil tanker off Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

!
response equipment, everything, tersinthe directionof Caluva islard
Whatever they're c?)pable of giving in Antigue.
us — they know what's needed at this “If we're talking about distancs,
time,” the '"CG chief said in English  it's 70 kilometers from the sinking
and Filipino, site, going o Antique in Caluva
“They have more experienoe and  Island. It's tae farthest it has gone
knowledge on this issue. It's just a  so far,” he said at the news forum.
matter of making known to them MT Princess Empress was carcying
that we are asking assistance |fromn’ 800,000 liters of industrial ail when
them,” he added. it sank. Its 2 crewmembers were
He said the cil spill from M+ unharmed.
Princess Empress, which sank on Feh. Abu said their “order of priocity”
28, has already reached 70 kilom Turn to Page 2

| |

yast Guard Inspaction

m?mlm"ﬂnt

pal elick T'lulﬁn:lumrn]
alan, an is itk n

dl{.mnlmr.h |
& Industria oll splii
ker MT Princess

A member of
eam W
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hine the suurce of the spill, weloome, S - ing for r}]eﬂ 5 hll_rtjg of _|:|1= Hicts
contain and dispesse it, protect shore- | A said the Japanese gover iment ol the oil spillifeaching [t rea of
lines al riskfand cleanup And recovery  hassenlatisam to help the POG congain Jurisdiction, i
of "oiled débris " ) the oil spill. 1 Ie added thal representa- The I"LLG and t_he ;-:T.-.::- _-xhj*lu-
He said [they have yet to receive  fives from other countries are ot to nicipal Disast T Rlsk_ Red uction
information on the source of the oil - meet with the FCC Lomar o e, }igmggmt fiee.are contin sously
spill, p ﬂtaﬁ'mtehdjng-aﬂaismnqu-l - conducting rovi g anc mon Liring
“At the fnoment we can’t tell yet  give details. g : along the €vasts of B an.:! :
the percentdee (of spillage contained) - Asked if the Chinese hag have prepositioned oil slick. hroms
because welre not sure how muchof to help, he said “thepe i5 1 I Strateric aread aroun: |- vland

the oil cargd has spilled out,” he said  from them” ; A in anticipation of the oil <1l * the
in Pilii:'irlf:é- ! i || He emphasized thal the Philip- . DO aid, | ]

He added the arrival of hevessary  pines will not tum dovn any loffer . The DOT? Western Visay as fes
Equipmm'ttI:.rcruld help them sata of assistance. " Who are we y decline gional otfice has 3lso gutten in (udh
Latter pictuge of the problem, uifer of help?” | with the Malay llocdl Eovern ment

He said|the Naujan oil spill | L Bora: atrigl | for the possibil ty of extel ding
problem is {n “Tier Two™ of PO | - r=cay il dssistance to Lloufists i Borg Iy m

National (] Sﬁill'CdntingEnq}- l Meanwhile, the Department of  case the spillage seaches (he ic andfs
Flan, meanjng it is still manage- _ﬂ?urism (BOT) has warned ithat coastal ek s il

able, A 11 the ol spill in Mindomn might reach _The DOT repgrited the nioqi af-
: Any. helpl from the international  Boracay, %« iy | fevted by the ol #pill were arvas in
commuiuty, | he stressed, would be E h‘aﬁta&m&nt-@aﬂ' ; ﬂi}[}T Pola town, Oriential Xind o1, siteaf

maring protected arpas and several apgd marine Jifo. J
beach resorts, _- 2 C!earg:p drives were also held in
- “Based on the nformation yath- Caluya town|in Antique, particy-
ered by the DOT. the 0il spill has Aarly the shordlines af Sitio Saban,
intruded soveral Maritie Profected Barangay Tinggh Liwagao Island,
Areas in tha municipality uf Pola in Barangay Sibglo and Sitio Tambak
Criental Mindoro, such 'ag Lhe King- in Barangay § mi'rT; : ,

Fisher Reserve, St John the Baplist ThelDOT is glso m;n-d.i_lmﬁng:wi’gﬁ

Marine sanctuary, Song of the Seq the Tobbatahal M agement Office
lFish &anc’iuar}f,_ stella Mariz Fish  in Cagavancilla tgwn, Palawaii to
anctuary;, Hacawean Fish SaNCHIArY,  prepare meas 10 case the off spil]
1t.'PElETI;'{1E Rock Fish Sanctuary and  reaches he Tubbataha Reef aworld.
& San Isidro Labrador Fish Sancty. famous diving Hestination.
%" the DOT said) | 5 “The DOT nites with SEriousness
It added that PsOTEs ~ namely the  the pil spill ingident and jts frave
i];ri}ra Beach, 3 Cc}i-l.agé, Long Beych impact an the to rism induystry,
v L Adrunda Beach Eesort, Oloreso i'nf'iu_dihg disr mrpiijlls inthe Hvali.
Beach Resort, Munting Buhangin  hood of the Erted communities,
Agumpay Beach Resarf and Buhay 'tc:uriSm-depenﬁeﬁHbusinEﬁses and
a Tubie White Beach Resor| — havp recreational ach vilir'r-;," DOT Secre-

n alfected. gl tary Christing Garcla-Frasee said,

| Thed drtment npted that coastal She revealed tha 34 cruise shipg
anup efforts were being imdertak-  wers expected fo dack in Mindoro,

110 the areas to mitigate the affects Fomblon, Matingiugie and Palawan

the uil spill on coasial communities  this year -1 i
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. pirma ng Phi- spill 24 ¢ anong par-
Coasg Guard na ITnang kumalar ang i n fulong ang
hu,mmgl na sila . oilapill sa Nawjen, Onien- - higingi 1y sa A
lole sa Amd ilea para’ ‘til Mindoro matapos  miinit ginabi nito Na
mapigilan ang ol spill mubog ang MT largan ng re-
=R Ducntai Mindoro zq Lmpress na rared under-

- -BE[ETI-E 200,000 water eticle para ma-
srrial fael gl ay ng sAan ANg

. 'Elrst objective
7 : iTi i !D T m the
munisipalicditl na ang ' oil from th%
inabot ng oi spill kunz  sinal yoo jpa kajr bu.
sgan Ang mkama- et o L :
la:,ﬁ:- gy najtala aniva 1
Gnlu}ra Lo sa An-
Nimng E'_l,re'rnm.- ay
napaulat namanna na-
karating nerin umane o
sa Brgw Eﬂll, “Telr- ey
tay, Palawah any oil wmane
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 LRay urges DENR to create risk | 7oy,

AI-I[H.ISE iaaderlamﬂmg
o the Deparisient o Fryvi-
mfment and Nataral Ree
wmm‘mu itake de-

ve sleps fo speed apnot
only the cleanup of 800,000 -
liters of industrial’ fuel
leaked last month by a
‘Sufiken lanker off Origntal WH i ] £
Mind?m-bn!dﬂn'ﬂtm -Tipy 2Ald her of- | ] s i Lk

of a risk mhaﬁmﬂn s g Lk possibly 1 i Eing
mgstzt:-m-tucﬁnhu - i rt }'_- { Pﬁ s 'pa'ﬂd-“ - rﬁ fal Miri bl B -iﬂ,jﬁ'e.‘
i -economicand  His y -5 Balikatan e omandgement atrstep 10 lere of indosteanl Tl s
health Impacts of the ail i Hpi ; Lo uf emulsi-| m the smuy Imm apill, iwitially report:d as 25
spill nnposai’hl}rﬂﬁ-emqiv up: i Al T fes Eﬂ. -« kitometers (ko) ooy and
provinces, 4 SO0 e ters wicle thit |2 one
. Camarines Sur Repre-  the DENR'S flan to't Ha- i k g ° c-fﬂumrs-tlcn.a,,. s inyvthe
sentative LHay Villshiere Rl&s:—anp.{m ipant-ebldicrs  Henated: thectares i mvjmhrmnt.. COHATEY L Becent bisory
pmtttviﬂ iﬂtth-at 1:4%:%\.& tﬁu .;'rlll]ﬂl.ﬂﬂh : Dep;igﬁﬂt IanE e " _ii:..'n.a et + and, | an G Iheﬁmm i ﬁt
actbal cleamop might T El a5 T T T ; ; 5 Ny s ﬁéﬁma'lilﬁ" uard (|f|.n| £
mnpkﬂ:dbefolfﬁrﬂ-ﬂuym the ol alick ' Hean % : Cam&:'r . risfff_x ol areas. ™ the tankir son). | lust Feb,

| ! e motor fanker NV afler mncounicring oo
hh?ﬂl.'. ﬂﬂ'mi'thercn South Koirea|fthat i

f i o= b%?&nd an 1t5 trajock AT Bipress sank Last . tronihie while on ite ped
lu-g;cal sconomic, social, fered to help remove the tuq.r L-mvm;&ty nf of the B i Naujan in Drien- frove Bataan Lo el 3
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Beybnd cleaning
j o L i | L]
up| the oil spill
he sinking of an oil tanker off the coast of
Origntal Mindoro on Feb. 2ﬂ has a tremen-
doys impact on the EI]'.i'ﬂ'ﬂl’lIﬂEﬂ.t eCOonomy,
. and peaple’s health that will be felt for many
' years, even decades. I't has also once more
brought to light the importance of protecting
the|Philippines’ vast marine resources by re-
isiting laws and passing new regulations, as
well as improving capability on responding
to and containing disasters like this given the
country’s archipelagic features.

Authoritied will now have o answer why it took a
week before an oil spill hoom was placed around the pos-
sible location of MT Princess Empress to help contain the
leak from the sunken tanker. The vessel was said to have
sunk ar least 1200 feet ar aoo meters below sea level,
bringing down|with it 800,000 liters of industrial oil. By
the time the boom was placed lastWe:lnescLay. thousands
of liters of oil have spilled into the ocean and reached the
surrounding cqastines sending at least nine towns nto
a state of ity, impacting the livelihood of fisher-

men, affecting |the health of residents, and threatening.

the area's rich marine biodiversity. News reports showed

abling to clean up the ofl slick from the

fallen ill due tﬂﬂmwnrsm.ingsrem:h
d to over a wesk now and still no sign that
the leakage has been contained.

Qil spills, per this paper's special repert published
on March 7, arg a common occurrence, especially for a
country whose| waterways serve as channels for trans-
‘portation and commerce.

An incident {that happened in Gulmaras m maﬁ pro-

pelled the government to review oil spill contingency ar-
rangements and revise the Nadonal Ol Spill Contingency
Flan (NOSCF) thar was promulgated in 2008. The NOSCP
provides respoise arrangements, depending on the ter
of the spill, on which party should undertake the clean-up
and other contingency measures with the Philippine Coast

Guard as the lead responsible agency and the Marine En-
vironmental Protection Command as the point of contact.
This structure is clear enough, so wlgrlwﬁfe there battle-
necks in the regponse operation in Mindoro, including
transmitting information to the affected commu-
nities? On top of the NOSCP, Republic Act No. 9483 was
enacted in 2007 to establish the oil pollution management
fund in anticipation of eldents shmilar to the Guimmaras oil
spill. But this law, based on reports, still lacks implement-
ing rules and regulations—16 years after it was signed.

a popular tourist destination, while

e Guimaras inciden: affectet] 1500 hectres of
the It =m comprised of mangroves, seagrass, and
coral redfs, is considered one of the worst environmien:
tal disasters to hit the country. The sunken oil tanker spillad
nwtethqn 21million liters of bunker quLf.a.p.d it took years bo
re itate the island, which Tost billions of revenies o the
process. That incident should have served as a precauiion,
but many other disastrous oil spill incidehts have happened
since {eg. in Cordova, Cebu, in 013; and again in Guimaras,
in 2020) less the government acts to protect its crucial
marine ateas, the latest in Mindoro will npc be the

The Mmu:‘}um oil spill occurred in I:I:rEi‘v’Etde Island Pas-
sage (VIE) m:*me cortidor, where the Su-uth Chiria Sea and
Pacific Walers converge, The VIF is cne of the nicst
important e ecosystems in the world and is said o

hnstabnﬁtﬁuﬁerceutnfthtwurlﬂs shorefish spe-
ciés. The passage provides livelihood food resourcas
o OVEr 2 m1|iim:| people and serves as a/ ﬁmppmﬂ ote b
international pprts in Batangas. Manila, and Subic & !-,
Cal]salavé ng been made ta make VIE a Word Had-
tage site to ensure that its rich underwdter resources ae

pn:rte::teﬂ At least one measuie, Senatg Bill No. o# fled
last year, seeks to declare VIP i prote area under BA
7586 or the National Inteprated Protected Areas Sysiem
Act of 1902 n the threats, pammlahy navigation, te
its blodi ersi The oll spill shwuld pr mpl: the goveri-

ment to serious steps to protect this vital pass
A disaster bf this magnitude poes be;ﬂnnd contai I
and—lon afﬂer all the oil has been skimmed and cleanszd

up—-recmrery rehabilitation, and reco ction will be a
long, ardijous process. In previcy s oil spils, afpc.lu--'i CovTi-
munities faced notonly theloss cf thelr livellhood but also
continuoms l:h}eats against their health, from the s —Jr by of
'the water they drink to the fish sold in the markers. Helo-
ing them Hurl."i'l.re and ger back cm their feet should be the
respons ﬁl\t}* priority not only of the government bt
of the o IMT Princess Enipress.

The extent of the damage n Mindaro has yer 1o be

b
y prompt au-
vy

fully determined, but this should not

thorities to revisit the laws bis to tighten already-.
isting mai-cha?.ihms o ensure accountability z=nd en
force preventive measiares. And this shatild be Followed

through, naot as mere 1p service, and only revisiced when
f:l.llul.h.l_i‘l’ '3[1 5 Ei” iucideﬁ l:akE:_i_L{iacE.
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32 Febraary 28, bringafig down
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 The provinee of Omenil Mind-
ore ha pkicid a8 lia s T crasral v
lagmr acmm: mons oyl &F it 14 towene
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calanity

Thae daith-based prsup saidac lean
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ibermraached andmos 1 gedyvatfocied

L ce R, Gy I£in

52, Fronicis of Aawid Chial Paciek foe
fiarrheren imer the Baneliriasies’
list has been linalizesd a2l operation
P has Buen s up by mem wedk,”
an priec oic

The cherd bealsain concan with
the concerned local gowernment
urrrnand the prosincal groernmen:
of Drieatal M ndam for contnnom
rerigriyan La b paind 6 56 e sl
fectad commaunhiles

The towns of Failas, Plnams
lzyan, Gimia, HBinsid, Borgabeng,
Hoxas, Mamplay and Balalaras
hava been plas ed under 2 stace of
callardy dice £ The danage of the
uil agill wad i order 10 hilp thoee
cnerprned thec mmmnitezadfixied
by e dipagtey,

A rexe of o anity wan oo do-
charet mighe tean of Caloya Anklye
due o ke wilap Tl

Amiatirzcnd v Tlerida

He s ihat the Togevan fugial
Adtiga Ceandr, whiv G_.Iu. lazads,
el b o ok parindier prisa o bvn
amesting af 5. Augusiie Farish in
i Wil

H e fesprmine the bendiclaciesal

the pasi .
The Zipa A bdipcesamncial Ao
Thon L is soo a0 chel L enier o
Encrgy, Ecelogy and el

[ ile, [ rosidencidapmos je
hasedered tog Daparinesd of in
virerment and Halaral Rraogrees
(DERR) £ spend up the ol spil

Ehatup ia the allected arvas ins

Drientil Mindeo

Im reipanse, 1lie DENR & liosiing
mes thd passbiiny ol apping the
parckipass of oo vear's Ballsatan
edercises far the cesaup abeng the
sherm aifecied by fhe sl sl

SRR w Y alin Arduits s
ard ememgesey aspitance.
*The jolef gonds will Beborpa:

vl staned i L arailiB s uce in

Erv Paciekary Antomas
Loryzupn sad Japacn ke South Kzres
Fawe exrensed thrir willingoess to
Help rantain fhe o |.|'.I||

The DEMB, Loviega satd, s alss

age from ol spill

witk the pravioclal
i sy, the weesed
cd sl ol Sodfal
pment (DEWE)

liivmnal wouros cf

peoidinaling

bad girterd

far-wark are-
 ta the affarsed

rsyRendanchal
1L b et tha nempe
e drclode she
e in 01 caral b inders;
o Aputape in

Laprags. s vhar abeut P60
millipz lw been 1o zstde for the
cash-fe ok nvapren of the Der

part oo s | Eaigileyanis

ot
thr wey Nk
of o being In
i kel m
Wl iy
The id Eee Tateat
seperts caianing Lla e el ppll
azrarhe Cirp o wnal gt
Sng rad £ A in Amtiges
ard Serirs carLmmaIng
[ » rate afdis-
chargwal sil frerm e rinken vacml
o A5 A0 1= SO0 Do an day,
Avsaniling 1n 1he =udels of
fial Beanis ard 1 imespliers
i Haian 2nd oluin
! wthe hard
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victims reach 1

By Dempsey Royes ‘
and Joey Marzan
@Team_Inguirer’

Oriental Mindoro residgnts af-
Fected by the oil spill from the
tanker Princess Empress have
risen to 1,000, Social Welfare
- Secretary Rex Gatchalign an-
nounced on Saturday,

But the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Develgpment
{DSWLD) will begin on |March
15 a cash-for-work program, in
additicn o the food relief thar
is already being distributed,
to help affected reside and
pump-prime the local economy.

“Drur list of beneficiaries keep
on expanding since more areas
are being affected by the spill,”
Gatchalian said in a radia inter-
view on Saturday.

“All of them will be|given
food packs and these are naot
just one-time food packs. but it
will be [sustained] gince we all
know that they weren't gble ro
do their daily work becanse of |
the spilll” Garchalian nddeld

The DSWD has been dis-
tributing food packs in Oriental
Mindoro shortly after the MT
Princess Empress sank in wa-
ters between Mindore island
and Marindugue.

But the resulting oil spill has
devastal almost all towns in
Mindoro's | east coast, particu-
larly Fola town, befu-:e moving
south, then southwest belore
reaching an island village of
Taytay, Palawan, on Friday.

Cash-for-work program
Acmrdjlng o the Maritime
Industry Authority, it had al-
ready communicated with the
operator of| the tanker, RDC
Reield Marine Servides Ing.; and
suspended its safety certificate
until it satisfies reportorial re-
quirement
" Under [the cash-for-work
program, affected residents will

be paid Pags daily (the mini-

mum wage in the Mimaropa re-
gion) for 15 days to help in the
il spill cleanup led by the De-
partment of Envirﬂnment and

Natural Resnhrcek IDENR}_
Gatchalian sdid the wages

will be paid by the DEWD every

five days over the kl:s-{la}’ period.

P84-M cleanup budget
“The fishermen there want

to be part of the solution. They
don't want tg sit idly there and
just watch while their home
provinee is being ir‘leaued up by
other people,T he explained.

The. has allotted more
than PE4.4 million for the pro-
gram, but that waz pnly for about
14,220 expected participants.

Gatchalian, however, said
the program will also be imple-
mented in other arcas that may
be affected by the pil spill.

The residents will also be
trained on proper protocols
on cleaning up Iau oil spill,
Gatchﬂ]i&n gaid. |

ire, offi-

berinehary £ th Demrmt

of HealﬂL alrtaﬁy gone to
tremﬂe.ms
unt‘he pr mtd:dﬂls lie add-

indero oil spill
9,000

ATl kaid,

1E need be, Gaicha
o0 belex-

the program may als
gther affec

panded 1 &reas,
like Antigueand Palawan.
MAfter! devastating fishing
villages n Mindoro's sastern
coast, the oil spill moved to the
Island town of Caluya in neigh-
lraring Antique, & proupn of Ave
:slands in the Tablas Straic be-
tween Mindora and Paniy,
Gatchalian:. said  affect-
ed familles already received
"g.000 cash agsistance from the
DEWD and more familics may
teceive such aid by nex week,
i The department wrill also
‘have an e tergency cash (rans-
fer pl‘Dg[j;.’l to over Looo indi-
viduals in Agutava, Palowan.,
The Office of Civil Defense's
(OCH) regional office in West-
ern Visayas said agrcalooral
_damage in Caluya towr had al-
ready reached P32 million,
jt least 16,400 Hl 5 afaoll
were foupd strerching “eight
kilometers off Semirara and Li-
witgan islands, the 00D said in

a report. o
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Cash aid for oil splll affected

farﬁlhes can'be drawn from
P‘BV B DSWD fund - Angéira

By Hﬂ'fﬂ 'EHSA‘I'I!R?H |

enator Jpan Edgardo Angara

called on the Department of

Social Welfare and Developl

ment (DSWD) to ensure that

all the affected families in the oil
spill brought about by the sinking of |
M/T Princess Emjpress off the coast of
Naujan, Oriental Mindoro on Feb. 28
would receive assistance at the soon-
est possible time.
As chairman
Cominittes that
nual national bi
#5.268-trillion

met, Angara said the
eneral Appropria-

FIDC) of the DSWIT
forthe assistance!
ilies, |

Specifically, [fhe Assistance to'
Individuals in Crigis Situation [AICS),
that is part of the 1’51"[1')(:1 could cover
the situation in Oriental Mindoro |
based on the guidelines issued by the
DSWD, he explained.

“The AICS covers a hroad set of
beneficiaries whda are in a state of
active crisis or cijisis situation and
that is precisely what has befallen
the residents of
of Oriental Mindor
envirommental di

o with this massive
ster," Angara said.

_over 77 coaslal villages of Oriental |

rijne municipalities |

“Wlost of the affetl:ed mun.{uplxhhi
are coastal communities whose res
dents rely on fishing as their prima
source of livelihood. With the suspen
sion of all fishing activities there, t
farnilies are faced with uncertaint
over how to put food on their tables.
This is where government can| s‘.t&}
in with its programs on cash aid an
emergency employment.” L

& state of calamity has been raised

Mindoro and based on data from the
DSWD, more or less 19,500 families
have heen affected by the djaa,stdn
Angara urged the DSWD tnlfast
track the downloading of AICS fnds,
for the affected families to help them
with their basic necessilies such as
foed, transportation and mechc:a1|
services.
From the initial 220 billion lfrru—
posed by Malacafiang for the PSFIDC | |
under the 2023 National Fx;'-endilure
Program (NEP), Congress raised this l
amount by P17 billion to allow the |

Displaced Workers (TUPAD) progran.

Under the TUPAD, ernergency ¢im
ployment te displaced, unenployead
and seasond | workers would ranee
from 10 to 30 days. |

Angara séid the job of cleanng ol
in the affected areas conld be of for
to residents whoe would earn
helping their communities.

Aroral of i*20.1 billion was provid -
edunder the 5023 GAA for the TUPALY
Government Intt_z‘r‘nshlcp Program

This is a P4.5-billion increass
from the 215,60 billion ]'.TEU[.JUbt‘I.I tncher
the NEP.

Apart from the fmherfnilr. workers
in the tourism sector in the province
were also affected by the ail spill

|
0il spill inquiry eyed

Meanwhile, Senator Cynthia Vil-
lar is seeling an inguiry into the ol
spill from the sunken|M/T Princes
Empress that has compromised the
marine ecosystem, biodiversity, rou
lsm industry, health, and livelinnos

il
wWilie

DSWD to cover more disadvantaged | of Lhe people.

Filipinos, who reguire temporary as-
sistance immediately.

Apart from the AICS, Angara 5,a.ld
the Department of Labor and Employ-
ment (DOLE) should provide emer-
gency employment to the affected
residenits through its Tulong Pang-

hanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/
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Villar filed Senate Resolulign (3R)
‘Ne. 537 directing the Senate Comi-
mittee on Environment, Natural
‘Resources and Climate Change to
conduct, in aid of legislation, a probe
‘o the escalating adverse effects of oil
‘spill from the vil lanker. Villar chairs
‘the particular cormmittee.

While reports said tlie DL].Jd.[ll'ﬂE'l'lt
of Enviconment and Natural Resoucc-
o (DENR), Philippine Coast Guard and
the Uffice of Civil Defense {OCD) haye
assessed the ofl spill mcident, Villaz
pointed out that no conerete action to
contain it has been initiated.

She cited urgent calls by the local
puvernment unils (LGUs) copcerned,
the people affected and enwvirom -
mentalists for the government to acr
swiftly o gontain the old spill and
avoid further darage Lo the environ-
ment, livelihaod el health nof the
people, and the toarism industry.
Willar noted reports by University
of the Philippines-Marine Seience
Institure experts which said the oil
spill could possibly affect over 36,000

- the tourist d

hectarcs of _
and seagrass &cr' -
dora, [}Ludenra]
anil ﬂnﬁqucf
The oil spill also threatens the
marine biodiversity of the Verde Is-
land Passage, considered by scientists
as the center the world's marine
hindiversily. "Pl PrE e re a]readgr tird-
ings ol dead fishe , marine |ife and
sen birds. A
“iheail sinll hak likewise affected:

n Cicens. in Gricnlal
Mindora, :,m: he Bihiya Beach,
3 Cotlage, Loqg ach K. 1, Aguada
Beach Resort, D]nrhsc Beach Resorr,
At Buhang;ml Tagumpay Beach
Iesort, and Buhay na Tubig White
Beach Resort in f.irlental Minderc,
and even threatens ta affect E-l:lrau:a!,,
the ('IZIIJIIL['_I,.' § prenliers Lourist des-
tination,” she said| “Apart from the
environmental|da age 1o the marins:
umwstﬁm..h;udlwe iy, fisleries and
tourism, the livelihnod and health of
the people in 1he area arc already ad -
versely affealed by the said oil spill."

s Dpiental Mirn -
duru Falawat

. t&., Mrangroves,
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Leveling up PHL eagle conservation breeding

ASATHRA cvmsie, oo o the wilcl ke heyt at he Fi s
edertim the facditpitue.  non i 38 ars age dnd was
e st bl o the ity efuog it becamse ha st
warviar or th Pl pla g s ot s raprdoes

Tin JeeaaTHa K L MAviGA |

T the foot of Meurz dpo in
Burangay Mikagos, Exguio
Dimi:t.n:mf_':,l,m:r:e
Faipplne Bsple Canter (FEC], ah
Ed-bectare Ficility adjwrent <o the
Wialagas Wareeshad that is being nen
ing ogeratad by the Pabppint Bagle
Forxdetiza .rl:EFl
Inpartrenbiy with toe ol pov
semmeene of Davaa City, the FEF I o
Lereloginganathe: fadlioporeloan
1% boeediingg pales t the PEC. Jtisa
preesntive measiee 2 cage o an va
bresk e zozaotlc dlsesses that cag
welpe put e excive Peiippine sl
pu'.:uhl'r.n at 1 ae (eales [
Atthe 3me time, lne PIT 15 boeed-
Imgup-ts rznservalan Irelrlinigm-
prambystiemptayg, feetbeling Uma
acaplivebres ing Lt wil bagebalf
ool the chenees of swvival of the
eagies bmed T captivity upan release
b et matnsal bbbt
“While wrane emstracting 3 n
Farality,thedeetificathnoFFEC L ten|
timing, saié farson lbines, Enstod
fior Ressmarch and Comaenvatinr sl the
PEF, 1ol the BusznessMarana in an
igrarview s Febreary IT, |
"Neeesly meonregleted o solid pey
remetersal | szound the pre-rcising
Tacility, This coming Arbar Lay, we
wil plazt brees a bufter abing |
perireees " Tiaaer adind j

Restue and rehabilitation cemtar
THE P bas served 28 home foe res
curd Fhilippineeale, acritheallty -
durggered specivs that s wdirrec_:l:l_
the Philipings andather exdingeeadd
birdzof prey mcbuding il animals,
T 35 péears nerw,

TaeFzC currarncly hoeses 12 P'i'.-|
izprine eaglev—sither rmcued ot beed|
i captwity—whirh sumber s sig-
rificanthyincressed o nce tae conser-
vaticn breeding zroprem started in
the gany 0008

Sofar, che 50 ha plnd.l.u.&éa 10
tal o 23 Fhvilippine eagles, halfof 1.1|

mtmbeer aee still alive.

Bazides t2e P‘h.lhp'pr_'u e:;'.:. the
Pitnsser's bandoeagleis alscte sghied
in che farility, with 10 of this unigue

spagies have heen bead in cageiviey. |
Prewi sl theught e omman |

bk mpghe, the Finsher's hawks aagle
isnow viewed 23 adistinet species It

e emd emi ta Mindananand reold e |

distmgaited Jetaise of ils coran-
Iiise fedt hars or. the baad

Wil anémal sanctuary

'l'.'l-'.lf.F.It's.rl'h::il:."ildir.lﬂwthl 1

canservationbmeedrgand redatilin:
tiom o7 magles, the FEC also sereezas
a roaaeryation edecitive and towvist
dest mation o Dava City.

Veyides rapiey, the PEC serves s
T o otfies wibdlile, sch a5 the
Erskming kite.

Dither urigue Birds dound in the
FEC are 5 white bellied s2a suzhe,
Failipprine serpet saghe aud the gi-
iniscops ol

The FBC 11 alaz 0 sanchuary fee
thr 3+.i|i'p'plnl warty pis F=ikzqin:
Peowndeer Aslan palmoiver acretn
detbatioder thanehe Eyainragall,

and mhir wild avinak

Tenderloving e
Lot el animals frand as zhy
PEL are resoed afver they wese sot
or svepely izjured. canficated From
thelkza! wildlife traéz or hatehed
far hmﬂif's i, [hanes aald
“Allofehe eagmeand othie epece
Here ane ?mmm shi rmdorlnli:g
came [y daserved, Wiile bhey cax
10 |ozger be relrased hack inio the
i, e e e Chan thetriney sl
<he ceater is feasas,” be aid.
[bimes guisted out s “hey ane
wel protecimd, wellfed ard ey st
pecy irpoytaat pevposet, Hee foriee
Tormatinzod s ducstiom o beeeding”

Teurst destination
THE PEC is mort 2 dowist magnel be-
cause af the wild znmeals abme) &
ig alsa asmal "«;"_-: ins own rishr
The PEC Lradl, divided Lte diffie-
#1it arezs, areleariing opucetamiite
witk the hetp of & PEC bour geide,
Visitarsbarne ot diff=rece wild
lite thrrugh: the Raptar Road, Talm
Alley, Maceque Island, Exgle Draplen
Enclosure, Hewk Walk, Bainforest
sl Fairing Dame, Brows ceer,

Croeis e e luwires andaudio visal

FEFET:

The Elight zone wiliic e PEC,
maaAran, i3 10 opEn area—i hub
fer the reacued Bnds' eneichment
activities.

Leisusad Burflight derzosarrations
ard slalizatlen with I:htirkup:r-s
ardpuests, Tegiaassha birdsacrastive
oatlet lorthe pliyshesd Tucllity. aswell
& i Tuenkal emercise,

Thegnricazmen pokivitios, tae PEC
wid, yfx-.-.mﬂ-mrpanumlicglv:ni
cn zowelseio sprn\i Leen 1ime.

The FEC Arbaratum and Hursery
A19E pirt up racestly 12 metngsaip
with 1ha Eree gy Dpvelzpreet Corp

Whiestilin i:hitiﬂ;h:!!.‘.hr
Arboretu enscres the perptuation
o andimis and rean vaee Flaral spe-
chag [ the cerner f2¢ public viewing

Itk cervmsasalibeary o crees s
wellasasanneof wikilings forbuteme
meszarjeitablishreatindevsttoally,

tres-planting.

Breeding sanctuary
THEsar-te-be comrtiuctsd Philip-
pine Fagle Conaezvation Dresding
Sunctoaey (PECBSL 2 13-Bectare
fazestin Barargey Bdex. Davan City,
will 3¢ betterand Higger, dovaid of
threats thal ars l|:|ad.!."ub.rr..'n| at
the FEC.

A= thwrecert saftlzanchingadthe
FECS, Bbameead Erefar iy wichin
2 1i8-hectare reemvation in Daran
Ciiy il sams soven bresding cazes
and iz duplexcages foc a tetel of 26
Fhilippine eagies

Uiy beweding patrs o the Philip:
pime eagk will be braught v ehe neu
'mldin';fuilitfmz Faey are '.:a;h’.
lbanez asid.

The target ds:a formowing tniz 2a
Azell 22, Eardh D, wirh <hpex agle
pairs as itz fizst residinta.

Tdentifted ot Grit batch gfneuns-
fer are paies Fazpyasiand npramo,
Arels and MYP Maaray, 20d Hipae
anl Maiting, Thaneg said. |

"Thisis acespoesebe thefacees-
Ingtareat b t1e Phelippine

lezend ey fevon uma s communities,
mijor reads and ptertial sefmees of
diserbancas e pars of g ldfdative
noiurther promect cor Saptincfaghas”
e explained.

Ideal reeding ground
EOCORDIRG o hane, the ges:hat
wil e bl ot there Farilitgwill be
drsigred far rataes| brasdagami ix-
cubatian, zs well a2 natera. 14 T

“Therz will be & meiz o
feeding plarfarmm, beat Chizre WLl be 2
back Soor st the neat piacfars that
i Car apEn st in fage w2 peed o
ErarveIeba resrirve 4 6R2 26 nRIH
B explained. 1

“We will lewel mn Filippiog eagle
canservatioe Seprding thray
:p;:u:l:h. Eu'in; o alis o
captive-tmed caplets in jte ki, am]
zhis :anﬂt'-:mlr:'l.'.urculns::b:dc
o thewldiysazoesod Thande said.

Dominle Tadera, sehite Soimal
ieeper and manager of the Conserve:
thin Breedg Frogzam an PER, qaid
the e facibny seil be hettef wich
the Tumidiy in the aws inr;L::da-
rizn &mhmnaﬂ:flﬁs,wiThr

nanml hreeding,
PEC Eas twe meshods ofeigle

i 19 o
DD HETIERA i 2 aptiwebred
fimale Firclker's hoeal sagle riman

breeding. The eggs are prodoced
threnghricnial p sngardarcilzial
fsemination,

Fs parsoeeel aracharge of eaar-
irg che gaglet uper batching amord
o mznis afterfelog laced iz am
inceharar,

“Thezsaze ot whe demataceept
t1eianespecles, wolch iswhyart-
il lmsemination i alse esed, When
taemaleizinkest, s tikesemenand
InpeczleIntothe e ale opraduce te
exg. banes eaid.

Ha said the Bumidy #° the new
[ezemy Istdeai for nucal brepding,

B szd trsg will 2 tiae Fiver gjmm
the PES will sitempt toalkeer natural
teeeding, k=aningternetural pam-
ing, the eagle pairs will he the apes
10 inacubate (e ey, Upen surcessiul
hatering the paren:esgleswillseal
Iowered din thy =atur: | e e, unlike
at the EC whensin poppets o used
by FEE prersanmal to feed the chics,

Wik this pew method, il suc
eessful, we will hl'l.':" hgtter chancgs
of engles suewiving o the wild upen
haaby redease,” Tharwe addsd,

Pride of Do (it
DAVAD Chip conelde < 2he Bhilipgine
eagle anet hasting the PEF facilicyas
its pride and honce.

Intersieasd by th- BastnesshiiR-
BOR, Crunefor Tk O 1arpo, chaiman
of tae EnvireamentC ommitecsfihe
Dlava ity Cavenef], = 5 Wrpee Sebiae-
tian Berteisvery s spportineak the
reloration af the Philippine eagle t
helpabe BEF punitectand comservethe
coankry' el bi+d

“We. it the poseimers, ars sup-

_ goiing the pus uf the PEF. Tis

DATE

L. By Viallufs (R ey of che Pabilic
Safety OfEceamd Secmi
l.‘.m|r:;s.ﬁ'5r:'v

In Barangsy R

will berac

foge inche mrma,
“There %1 e rgulir zamalling,

imcluding the Buony Gibat [Fepest
Geards]. Toprzent hemumencrouch-
“aenl and ¢ 14 bsildings
ar azy ik this aren”
Walleig w2z

Engine: iner,ange-
saultant at Reere, said
th {1y fugl ] ﬂmlu?
the 105-he Inanature

korariEn, bo g
austain the premtian, OF course, Ghe
PP fagilizy il by gpared Erom the

J.H.'thm::'.: thatwilleabe placehirs*

Liv FIED L
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US HOSTS CSO SUMMIT T

PROTECT

P'HL MARINE RESOURCES, BIODIVERSITY

"HE U ﬁatzs gwrrrm’lent in
partnership with more than 60 civil
Sﬁdﬂ;ﬂrgmiza’mﬂs (LS0s), convened
the{-Frst-au-erGﬂi:mmmn?uerml’rlncesa
City, ija{hwar. on March 3, sdid the US
Embassy in Maniia in a news release.
m'mmamwm action for
marine biodiversity c tion and protection
inthe coastal areas of Nerthern Luzon, Mindoro,
and Palawan that fage the South China Sea.

RyanWashburn, United ttates Agency for
International Develppment (USAID) mission
director, led the (S0 Summit. It highlighted
the U5 government's continued commitment
tosupportinglecal stekeheldarsin conserving
biodiversity and protecting marine resources
fram illeqal, unreported and unrequlated
fishing activities of domestic and foreign
fleets, the US Embassy said.

“As an enduring friend, parther ami
ally, the United States wlll contine to
collaborate with local stakeholders in the
WES e HifIWIneﬁ to support sustainable
fishing practices, m'engmef food security
canservation of marine
5 we work towanf

UsAalD Pl
Adviser

ﬂsherfulhp-mp‘reﬂrg«lamnﬁ:ins, commerclal
fishers” associatians, the private sector,
co-0ps, and alliances fo prepare-a commaon

agenda and action plan protecting West-

Philippine Sea rzsoarces and acdressing food
security and livelihond issues”

The €S0 Swmmit was omanized a5 4
fallaw-up to the visit of US Vice President
Kamala Harris to Palawan'in November 2022

 Kathryn Booker-Veloz, and mi:rmntmra:
eifgour

dttended the Summit.

plmsmpn mmmmu.m{mmu frn-nghdmm DELA Senior
Booker-Veloz iright] turn over threa fish-dryers and freezersto the women of
the Taghuros fishing village in Puerto Princesa City, Palawan. isaomioo

USAID Phillppines Mission Director Rr.m Washbum and Palawan Third Iilstrlct ﬂip Ed‘warﬂ
Hagedorn join participants at the first-ever (50 STmmItJn Palawan on Iarch 3. sinssino
prosperous, and secure Indo-Pacific region,” I “We know that the protection and
Washbum said. | preservation of thi: West Philippine Sea is

Palawan Third District Rep. Edward | a herculean task that requires collective
Hagedom, USAID Diversity, Equity Inclusion, | whele-of-nation ation,” Hagedom said |n
and Accessibility (DEIA) Senior Adviser his temarks.

“We thank the USAID Fish Right Progran
?érlea.dirq thissuminitand bringing tage:h o
fepresentatives from universities, Moo
[nungmernmmt piganizations), mumtlpal

from academia, wamen’s groups and
indigenuus peoplestiving algng the seaboard

 village of Tagburaz. This donation will help
the lacal fishing community reduce posi-
harvest Insses, the IS Embassy added.

The twe USAID officials alse joined
partners from the Gerry Rowas Foundation
to award enviror ment grants valued a1
Pe4 million (512 million) to four local
orgamizations: Nagkakaisang Tribu ng
Palawan, Palawan Uiodiversity Conservation
Adwocates; World Wide Fund for Nature, and
Community-Center=d Conservation.

Through the yprants, the C50s will
implement Palawan-based projects on
‘biodiversity conservation, wildlife pratection,
natoral resource management, and loca!
climate actions,

Currently, USALL is implementing three
biodiversity conservation projects covering
the Phillppine waters in the South China 5S¢
Fish Right, the Sustainable Interventions for
Eiuttlmﬂty. Ocean: and Landscapes, ani
Investing | Lnﬁmuln. hiility and Partnerships

where she underscored the impartance of
the US-Philippines partrership in creating
economic oppartunities and pretecting
caastal ecosystems throughout the ragion,

*the US Embassy said. ; for Inclusive Growta and Regeneratis=
While in Puerto Prineesa City, Washbum ~ Ecosystems, the US Embassy pointed oul,
and Booker-Veloz handed over freazers and The three project: have a combined value

atherfishdrying matarials valued at 00,000 of P4, 3 billion {578.2 rllion} in development
(55,460} fowomen assm:latinnsln {heﬁsmng . fisﬁstanu from the U5 government.
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eveloping and promoting "k

, otourism and nature-b ed tOl]I‘lSIIl

ast March 1, 2023, the Senate Tourism
Subcornmittes EEIEL'ISEHHIEBHISM

rism and un the Proposed Sen-
ate Resolution on Nature-Based Tour-
ismheld a hearing to discuss various measures
ultimately, to find sui,urmnsmlmhamvas ]

to the dnmesl:c tourism ndustey’s
recoh while insti ero-consclousiess
iff the country’s u surnmer months

and in anticipation of the influxof tourists this
year|owing to "mmgzt:%yel

fn&hwmgmaasmesw&etaﬂsmm—

ate Bill 238, establishing the Northern Artigue

, d Seascape and Landscape Act of 2022

; several bills which 1 filed, namely,

_ Bill 1166, declaring the Pag-Asa Island

as an ecotourism cluster and protected area;

Senate Resolution £72, for the

tion of policy reforms and budgetary

tures to develop the Philippines' po-

to be the leading country in the world

for supcainable Nature Based Fourisen (NBT).

ﬂm measmwﬂt ensmthemﬁmoftha-

flora and fauna of the Northern Antiqus seascape and
landscape fcl ﬂwheneﬁtufﬂmiﬂealmmmmiﬂmanﬂ
future Anti

For uﬁﬂ Rep. Johnny Pimentel (Surigao
del Sur 2D), mewunmrpartmeasure 5 author in
the House sentatives, started the discussion by

e:q:llammg bill's noble purposs, which is to assert
aur rights through economic Inltiative or soft
diplomacy and to pave the way for the Pag-Asalsland’s

; Rep. Edgardo Egay Salvame (Palawari1D)

! his support on the measure and said
that the tion of the Pag-Asa Island (Juster as a
protected area would help ensure its coastal and marine
resources arg protected from overfishing, poaching,

large-scale filling or reclamation, While Depart-

mmtnf t and MNatural Resources (DENR)
Undersi ‘Aupusto dela. Pefia manifested the
agenq-.r' to the bill, he tlagged the need for
-and resources to guaran-
peace and' urder 50 that the safety and security of
uw'hans and di activities would be unhampered.
Pap-Asa iz the only Philippine-oecupied island
mﬂveSpra that is imhabited by chvilians. We are
tmking:ﬁmtijmmwmﬂlatmpchmhndlmw
that makes it #n ideal destination for tourjsts.
Proposed %mﬂmluﬁﬂn 477 is a result of our
meeting with academics from theltl_:ﬂvemry of the

gion's develop j
and its surrﬂmn i
environment. Dep
et of Tourisin
Region VI Regir

rector Crisma R
guex emphasized how
Northern Antigue

: BEIT[R DAYS
4 mmnmmrmw|

tively contribisted to |

tDHIiEm_EIWﬂ'iilI ntique, with five of its mu- |
mdpahtlesre 14,311 tourist arvals, or |
emmrdentm Thalf of all tourist arrivals |
in the' v and|with receipts ameunting
tuP'!DEm.ﬂ]inn ing to the area's wide range
of recreation activities like white river rafting,

o others. Moreover,

ubsumni we- ar!mbt maxi-
nuz-mg thie prbmﬂi of NBT in spile of the ﬁnmpeti—
Mﬁ;?g@mﬂyhﬂ]ﬂﬂl‘aﬂfmmm of

Georeserve trustes Billle Dumaliang
agtead that talure-based tourism in the country s

still underdevelopad and undermarlwted. In [fact the
United Natio ment ng:amfnund tlhe
gap onfma::z r biodiversity in the

isa[&ﬁpercmr B Conservarion Saciety of

the Philippines p d the need for vonsultatdons to
mnﬁfypmtzttedamasa:ﬂa&:HmmereseweEm

the country that have the potential to become ﬂagshlp

destinations for NBET.
C 'mvmheawl}rilitbyﬂ]ermt
\ . there is a need lo diversify the
sector’s produg services while being conscious
of sustainability, Wa fervently hope these discuissions
i country's m]ly'lngmymfurthzr
advance and develop our competitiv: advantages to
.Pmﬂelgrmrthm ‘overy in the towism sector.
L

Email:sensonnyangara@yahoocom| Facebook, Twitter
&Imi.]mn'r:@sdfm ngara |

ra has been in public service for 18
sentaiive of the: fone district of
Hehas authored, co-authored,
1 330 laws. He is currently s{Ervmg
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5 tral carbon
¢l emissions,
ap| | about emn- |
& vironment
¢| conserva-

tion, protec-
| tion, preser - [ETE
) 10 'fatim.'i.,':'.a lhl I]IT
af the | rege '

—andyerso . THROUGH T1{E

| many of us F-YiN [

| manyot s GRIPE-VIN:
]'ijgl]u[tiri - J‘I NEW
10w we le

! the whala (ALK HM.'”

falsq| world in  PRILPCHURJING

o'rd | plasticwesty !
g about conger puhl:| dm:ssmm; it's suc!'télacke;ren bt

P:ﬂ Le sectar Effﬂtts ito curh ﬂ-je for duing
'ﬂidl‘ ] ' i5 1 el

wwill ho thatsﬁmuc still Meeds) || dhiture. and friok plastic packsiing
hﬂ done, h e 2w lewl of const "HhEm?
m tuﬁ-miﬁ- | | [ E"Ht | ﬂf wilste
huk ibly about sustail ibility, ; ' i atio ?ithemuge;
!Eh] Wnﬂtﬂgm b I I Uf _!'i EEEI 'H:‘,,l]
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luflliﬂ] waste dispozal
Highest Ocean eptacle, nothing much

Pﬂa.wru. I{fﬂste f‘“h‘l"ge

Organizations such
|Surfrider Foundaiion
rk nrelesﬂ].r all aver
world’s roastal areqs
td raise avrreness of this

+it @ major convcemm of
one, For the Founda-
I'snote h to say
o don teat ﬂnsjl.ituﬁr make
of plastic products,”
M ne of us can think this
is i=sn’t our coripery,
W all have to actively be
of the solutinn .- and
nation's case, that's
tial. :
The Deluge by Stephen
kleyis a recently pub-
novel that depicts
an @pocalypse in slow
tnotion. Thereis no single
e &al event; but niin-
| lute) incremental chaos,
political indifference, and
| | acientific papers,
podéast tranzcripts, and
tion; these are ail conly | Phite House brle.ﬁngs ay
stahe of affairs we . uur.'aehres . m»ﬁ%em Scary-novel 1 dummahz on, and it
essence, there is & dep ~rooted systemic - _may be thﬁﬂ—l‘.‘lue. |
faiiure; a:"::d Pmleft wondering what we We can be

ﬁ 3

THE CHART Eh
{From science,

. m iru;lintﬂaﬂzi.ng'thim'ﬁl
! inlaty da world” smmtn&:qa-
basis, i streams as thelr  rigys Ocean Plasgc ste Pollutey,

e

a9 | SRS P |

problem, They scek to .
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:‘“"‘ i, ,:_ j g-;j—réumhredeams, yea bmomm{alfuﬂ irapact
"OZ } ne el « L‘ nnheahhamﬂblc

| " Ozone is created in th hl:rmsp}ﬂebjradum

o ol | cal reaction when jallutants, often endtted
' tlon et by cars or indus(ty, combine in the presence of
(e | sunlight, and has been shown 1o interfere with
r d :t I | plant photosynthesis and growth.
0 [ The new study H:II wa&ﬂleﬁmmmlum
™ i i the risk of hospitalization for heant disease vvhen
disea e, “azone levels rise above the World Health Orga-
: ﬁ : nization's daily guideling of 100 micrograms
allution s linked to a higher ' mbwmﬂﬁu;aiu#d .
. sspitatizations for Heart diseases, " For the study, l in the Buropean |eart
according to 4 large study released an Journal, a team of China Jed researchers lookad at
Friday, the latgst warning of the health d&taunhﬂqmaladum fmm:mr.mzm a7
dangers posed by greenbouse gﬁ&a ' Chinese cities for health insurance purposes.
. While a layer of ozome in.the up " The data 158 million people across
: mosphere h I'riock!]arm_ fn}_w Jet "'70 cities, representing foughly 18 percent of
| (1Y) radiation from rmdungw 2 chimpnpumf
ground Tﬁ;’!!jt is a major componeqit of ' lhewrﬂmmpa d the hospitalizatioxito
the smog polluting most big cities. || “airquality data fieal-time across the ¢ s,
| Scientists have warned that a diffetent 'found that — indeppndent of ather po lut-
- kind of air polhition, fine particulate mat- i — owone was assaciated with more thaf 3
1[ ter known as PM2.5, causes 8.8 million " percent of huspnatizat;m for coronary heart
" »Pollution a3 disease, heart faiture andjstroke. .
e oL L " Also, each increase of 1) micrograms of czone
per cubic meter of air was linked to 8 0.75 percent
| & *“rige in hospitalizatons for heart avtacks, and (v a

0,40 percent increase for btroke,
| .‘-ﬂ'ﬂ]lﬂjghthﬂﬁ incremer Tﬂ-]:mkmﬂdm'fhf
"impact would be “dmplified by more than 20
times" when ozone levelssoar above 200 mii ro-
| ~grams in the summiey, study author Shaowei W
of Xi'an Faotong University and his colleagies
| Iﬂldﬁﬂ,ﬂ]‘[‘ff‘[ﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂﬂ* [E55E
 'In this extreme gxample, 0zone exposiire
| would be linked to 15 percent of heart atta s
and 8§ percent Dfatmrea, the researchers said.

| Key for health, climate

| The mmrchem v:altedll for ote aggressive actin
w0 reducet]mmnsumpu or) of fossil fuels, as well
a% 3 warning system 8o pplc could limit their
| exposure o high o
~ Because the study was phservational, it was

| n;a-: able 10 directly show that ozone pollution

causes heart disease. i, ¥4 s
But Chris Malley, an air pollation researcher at
| 'i‘mk University in Britain, who was not involved

“in the study, sa.idii added to a gmwing wmgh:

| af evidence that Ihm! is a dausal relationship. *
“"In 2017, research led by | Ir;'_lpI estimated that
* prome pollution was kE 10 more than 1 mil-

lion deaths a year from respiratory disease.

‘Ifmrdmvasculntd_iaw were added to this
| fotal, then the health burden would be substar
* tially higher than we estimated, " Malley told AFP
| Qe is ot justa thiea g human health; italso
* hasalarge part 1 play in) dimate changg,” he addeil.
“Taking action to srome is therefore a
ley way to improve publi health and combet
| dimate change at the same fime.” AR




