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Offi .als of localgove entunits in areas
a£fecte by the oil spil from the sunken
motor tanker MT Prin ess Empress have
agreed to consolidate e filing of charges
agains the owner of the esse!.

Orie tal Mindoro mayo met with Gov. Bonz
Dolor 0 Friday to discuss th filing of charges, Pola
Mayor J . er Cruz told ara '0interview yesterday.

Cruz .d it was agreed u n during the meeting
that the rovincial governm t would file the case.

She aid the municipal overnment of Pola
has tap ed the assistance 0 fue National Bureau
of Inve .gation as it is m lling the filing of a
separat case.

Cruz noted at their town suffered the big-
gest dama e.

"J have ske our municipal agricul e office
to measure our torelin. e. We alisoneed 0 check
our total ang ve areas and the total umber
of fisherfo w were displaced as w I as the
marine pro cte areas that were affected We will
enumerate es in filing the damages ag inst the
owner (of e v sel)," she said.

The oil s ill om Empress, which w s carry-
ing 800,000 lite tOf industrial fuel whe it sank
amid inc1e ent eather on Feb . .28, has ached
Caluya, An .qu ad Taytay, Palawan,

'51 w respon~se'
the slow res] onse to the oil

t took six days before e con-
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ubansa
S sampanan ng pa-

tung patong na kaso ng
mga alkalde sa Oriental
Mind ro ang may-ari ng
lumu og na MT Princess
Emp ess dahil sa inabot
na P nsala sa lalawigan
dulo r';malawakang oil
spill mula sa nasabing
bark,

A on kay PolalOrien-

I Mindoro Mayor Jenni-r r Cruz kahapon, ang.
Ir ga mayors ng Oriental
Mindoro at Governor
~onz Dolor ay nagka-
s~undo para· sa nagka.-
aisang paghahain ng
aso laban sa owner
T Princess Empre~s

matapos ang kanilang
nawang pagpupulong

bog sa karagatang ~~-
kop ng Naujan, Mindoro,

Sinabi naman fig
environmental group
Oceana na ang class suit
ay posibleng masampa
may be laban sa may~ri
ng MT Princes Empr ~s
sa ilalim ng Republic ct
9483 0 ang Oil Poilu i n
Law. t"We are awaiting the
result of the investiga ion
of the NBI and ot er
concerned agencies for
Pola as we suffered the
biggest damage," dag-
dag ni Cruz, I

Ayon pa kay Cr: z,

ang Pol a ay may ka-
buuang 533 ektarya ng
mangrove areas at 50-ki-
lometer shoreline kung
saan malaking bahagi
nito ang naplnsala dulot
ng oil spill,

Samantala, sinabi
ni Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) Spokesperson
Nazario Briguera na
naglaan na ang BFAR ng
karagdang P15 million
budget upang tulungan
ang mga mangingisda
na nawalan ng pangka-
buhayan dahil sa oil spill.

Naglagay na rin ang

sPil
nitohg BiyernJ ~l

"Yesterday Fri y)
all the mayors ( f Or n-
tal Mindoro) attended a
meeting with t.~ gover-
nor. We discu ed how
to file the case a 'd it was
agreed that the filing of
the case will be through
the provincial ~n-
ment," ani Gru a is ID9

Ni BELLA "'ARIAS~'
radio intervi "

Idinagda ni Cruz na,
kinuha na ng Pola local
government angtulong
ng National Bureau of
Investigatio (NBI) sa
paghahand 19 "class
suit" laban sClirnay-arl ng
naturang bari~lna lumu·

Departme t of Environ-
ment and Na ral Re- ,
sources- nVifonment
Manage ent Bureau
(DENR- MB) Region
4-B, Phil PPi~ Coast
Guard (~ ) t Munici-
pal Disast lRi k Reduc-
tion an an gement
Office ( DR MO) ng
mga spill t>ooms at ab-
sorbent b~oms sa Cali-
mawawa River, Casi-
lagan River, at Brgy,
Misong s~ Pola, Oriental
Mindoro pang rnapigi-
lanang p glawak pa ng
oil spill m la sa lumubog
MT Prine s E press,
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ner ng narso, KaKaSU
sa oil spill sa Mindor

Nahaharap sa patung-patong na kaso ang rna
ubog na Mf Princess Empress mula sa mg~
ovemor ng Oriental Mindoro dahil sa i'i1:

pang kanilang lalawigan dulot ng malaw
s' mula sa nasabing barko.

Sinabi kahapon ni Pola, Oriental Mindoro
J . er Cruz, nagkaroon sila ng pagpupulon
B ~mes at nagkasundo ang mga mayors ng

oro at Governor Bonz Dolor ay para sa p~
n laban sa owner ng MF Princess Empey

ldinagdag ni Cruz na, kinuha na ngPola 14 i
v ntang tulong ng National Bureau ofInves gall n

I) sa paghahanda ng "class suit" laban sa ay- .
n ~Inaturang barko na lumubog sa karagatang r op g

aujan, Mindoro. '
ISinabi naman ng environmental group 0 a a
$ class suit ay posibleng maisampa may be I an
y-ari ng Mf Princes Empress sa ilalirn ng ~PUb ic

Act 9483 0 ang Oil Pollution Law.
"We are awaiting the result of the investig ion bf

die NBI and other concerned agencies for Pol as we
s~ered the biggest damage," dagdag ni Cruz.

Dagdag ni Cruz, ang Pola ay may kabuuangt33 ek-
tarya ng mangrove areas at 50-kilometer shoreli e kung
saanmalaking bahagi nito ang napinsala dulot ng il spill.

Samantala, sinabi ni Bureau of Fisheries andf';quatic
Resources (BFAR) Spokesperson Nazario Brigudra
na naglaan na ang BFAR ng karagdagang P151rnillion
budgetup!l!lg.tulunganangmgamangingsidana'f.lwalan
ng pangkabubayan dahil sa oil spill. -Bella C . 0-
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The phil ppines has formalized its request for help fro t e United States in containing and
cleaning ~ th.e oil spill coming from a sunken oil tanker ff aujan, Oriental Mindoro.

"I've sent letter to the embafsy response equipment, every hing. ters in the direction of Caluya Island
of the Unite States ... that we need Whatever they're capable of &ivil1g in Antique:
help," Philip ine Coast Guard Com- us - they know what's needed at this "If we're talking about distance,
mandant Ad iralArtemioAbusaid time," the PCG chief said in English it's 70 ktlorrieters fr m. the sinking
at a news f urn in Quezon C;ty and Filipino. site, going to Antique in Caluya
yesterday. "They have more experience and Island. It's the farthest it has gone

While des ribing the content of knowledge on this issue. It's just a so far," he said at the news forum.
the letter as 'generic," Abu said it matter of making known to the MTPrince:;~;Empresswascarrying
expressed th Philippines' wish to that we are asking assistance from 800,000liters of industrial oil when
receive ~ny ind of help from the them," he added. ·it sank. Its 20 crewmernbers were
US governm nt; in addressing the He said. the oil spill fro M unharmed.
oil spill prob In. Princess Empress, which sank 0 Fe.\ Abu said their" order of priority"

"l-Vhateve heI th 28, has already reached 70 kil mer- Turn to Page 2

A member of t e oast Guard Insp'!Jt:tlon
team w Iks Ith a resident a:athey

ex,mlne ~ 01 slick on the shores of
Barangay asl~n, an Island vllltilge In

Tayta ,Palawan the .,ther da • The 011 slick
Is r.kelY from he~dustrlaY 011 spilled by

the sunken ta~kerT Princess Eml"ress.
Barangay C~sla Is 159 nautical r1nlles

or 295 kll~'!l rs away from Naulan
In Oriental ~In oro, where the tanker

carrying 800,000 Iter of Indu trial 011 Ilank
In r ugh seas on Feb·. 28.
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peGs eking

. I. I
marine protected a eas and several
beach resorts.

"Based on the ormation gath-
ered by the DOT he oil spill has
intrud~d several. . ari~e Protected
Areas in the mUnI 1 ality of Pola in

. Oriental MindQro, ch 'ps the King-
Fisher Reserve, St. ohn t~e Baptist
~arine Sanctuary, ontrf the Sea
Ish Sanctuary, S lla 1riz Fish
anctuary, Bacaw Pis Sanctuary,
t. Peter the RockFi Sancthary arid
he San Isidro Labr or ~is~ Sanctu-
ry," the DOT said. I

It added that res s - ha1jl1elythe
ihiya Beach,3 Cot a e, Long Beach
. I, Aguada Beach esort, Oloroso
each Resort, Mu ing Bl.{hangiri.
agumpay Beach R SOrtelm] Buhay
a Tubig White Bea JResor - haveen affected.
The department n ed tha coastal

c e~nup efforts wer~. ing unfiertak-
e In the areas to rru ate th effeCts
o the oil spill on coas COIp unities
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is to deter ine.the soure.e of th tPill,
contain an disperse it, protect ore-
lines at risk and cleanup and re very
f "oiled d bris."
He said they have' yet to r eive

nfprmatio on the Source of oil
pill.

"At the oment we can't t I yet
e percent ge (ofspillage cant i ed)

because we re not sure how m h atre oil carg has spilled out," h aid
i Filipino. .

He adde the arrival of nec
~quipment auld help them
!:letterpictu e of the problem.

He said 'the Naujan oil
Broblem is n "Tier Two" of P ,s
~ational n Spill Canting oy
111an, mean ng it is still ma a e-
able.

Any help from the internaf a al
community, he stressed, waul be
I

----1- _

said the local g vernment 0 e Malay
in Akla whic hosts the w rld re-

. nowne IBoraca , "is already prepar-releOme.. ing for he pos ibility of the effects
Abu said the Japanese g ve of the 0 [spill eaching its rea of

as senta team tohelp theP Gc jurisdiction."

Eeoilspill.He added that pr "The PCG a d the Malay Mu-
ives from other countries are nicipal Disast r Risk Redt...ction
eet with the PCG tomorr w Management 0 .ceare co tinuously

cuss extending assistance. e d conduc~~lilgrovi g and man i oringrve details. . along t1 e coas s of BHac Iy and

~

Asked if the Chinese ha red have prepositio ed oil 51 ck ooms
a help, he said "there is n yet in stratelg!icarea around thE sland
rom them." in antici pation a the oil spill ,," the

He emphasized that, t e. P lip-. DOT sai ~.
wines will not turn down ny ffer The DOT's estern Visayas re-
qf assistance. "Who are we ad cine gional officehas Iso got en in 'Ouch
offer of help?" with the Malay local gover rnent

B· I k for the possibil ty of "extending
oracay at r assistance to tou ists in 30ra :ay in

I' Meanwhile, the Dep ar me case the spillage aches t e is and's
Thurism (DOT) has war ed t coastal a~~a."
the oil spill in Mindoro mi ht The DC3H rep
Boracay. fected by e oil

In a statement last Friday, the T Pola towlll,Orien
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and marine li .
Cleanup d ives

.Caluya town in
larIy the shor lin
Barangay Tin' gbo
Barangay Sib 10
in Baran,gayS mir

TheDOTis Iso
the Tubbatah M
in' Cagayancil a t
prepare meas es i
reaches the Tub at
famous diving es

"The DOTn tes
the oil spill jn ide
impact on the to
including disr pti
hood of the aff~te
tourism-depen en
recreational act viti
tary Chr~stina arc

She revealed at
were expected t d
Romblonr Marin uq
this year.

ere also held in
tique, particu-

of Sitio Saban,~
iwagao Islan~~.

d Sitio Tambak
a.
ordinating with
gement Office
11, Palawan to
ase the oil spill

a Reef,a world-
ation.
ith seriousness
and its grave

ism industry,
s in the Iiveli-
communities,
usinesses and
," DOT Secre-
-Frasco said.
4 cruise ships

in Mindoro,
andPalawan
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rted the mc l- af-
pill were ar as in
1Mindoro, <. le of
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THE Philippi ~ Coast corded in Caluya Island,
Guard (PCG)0111 Saturday Antique.
confirmed it sbught the On Friday, it was re-
assistance of tJ;u~United ported that the oil spill has
States to contain an oil reached Barangay Casian,
spill in Oriental ~indoro Taytay, Palawan, which is
that is fast spr¢ring t.o approximately 159 nauti-
o.ther coastaf cr mum- caf miles or 295 km. from
ties. . the Naujan accident site.

' The M/T Princess Em- "I have sent a letter to
press, carrying 800,000li- the Embassyof the United
t rs of industrial fuel oil, States through the Coast
sank off the coast of Nau- Guatd na nangangailangan
jan on Feb.28. tayo ng tulong," fie said at

PCG CommandantAd- the Saturday News Forum
miral Artemio Abu said in Quezon City.
the oil slick has already "Generic naman iyon,
reached more municipall- kung anong maibabagay
ti s. with the fal'thest re- niIa, like equipment, kung

"
f

,I
I

1
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Oil~pilliumolowok, PH plisoklolo .
Kinumpinnk ng Phi- spill.

lippine Coas~ puard na Unang kumalat ang
humingi na s~\a ng sak- oil spill sa Naujan, Orien-
1010 sa Amefika para tal Mindoro matapos
mapigilan a!}&oil spill na lumubog ang MT
sa Orientall. Mindoro Princess Empress na
na kumakalat na rin sa may dalang 800,000
mga karatigl robinsya litro .ng industrial fuel
nito. oil noong Pebrero 28,

Sinabi ni PCG com- 2023.
mandant Adr:iral Arte- Sa kanyang pagdalo
mio Abu na maraming sa isang forum sa Que-
munisiPalidid na ang zon City nitong Sabado,
inabot ng oi spill kung sinabi ng PCG chief
saan ang [nakama- na sumulat na siya sa
layo ay nai~ala aniya United States Embassy
sa Caluya IS1and sa An- upang ipabatid na nan-
tique. gangailangan ng tulong

Nitong B\yernes ay ang bansa para mapigi-
napaulat naman na na- Ian ang pagkalat pa ng
karating na rin umano oil spill.
sa Brgy. CfllSian, Tay- W a 1 a n a man
tay Palawan ang oil umanong binanggit si

, ~~----------------------------

meriko

LlNGGO; MARSO 72
DATE



man gement illan for oil sp·" .ippines-Marine Sciencer titute (UP-MSI) believed
A HOUSE leaderi calling andhealth~., pacts of the oil -smudge, which, said Yul th smudge leaked b;r the
on the Departmen of Envi- spill will li ~y be felt for _ Loyzaga, is being dis en tanker might affect
ronment and Na al Re- decades.' , charged from the sunke a ut 20,000 ha of coral reefs:
sources (DENR) to take de- Preside5l Ferdinand vessel at a rate of 35,000 t 9, 00 ha of mangroves,: and
cisive steps to spee up not "Bongbong'~ arcos Jr. has 50,000 liters a day. 6, ha of seagrass in Ori-
only the cleanup 0 800,000 also order~ the Dfu"JR to "It's bad enough that en al Mindoro, Occidental
liters of industr al fuel speed up the eil spill clean- fifth of an estimated 2.7 mil doro, Antique and Pal-
leaked last mon h by a up in Orient.j.IIMiridoro, and lion tons of plastic waste awan.
sunken tanker off riental D"ENR Secr~tary Antonia generated annually in our Hence, he said, "the ur-
Mindoro but also t e craft- YUID-LoYJsaid her of- countr),' ends up in the ge~ for the DENR tel ':lut
Ing of a risk man gement fice is 100 at possibly ocean,' Villafuerte said. on efast-trackit'scralrting __ ~
strategy to contain the en- tapping the articipants of "Aquatic pollution will only of mid- to long-term risk tal Mindoro, eaking 10,0Qb
·vironmental,econo icand this year's US Balikatan get worse with the spillage management strategJ~ to Iiters of industrial .1 in a
health impacts of the oil exercises tOll pintheclean- of BOO,OOOlite,rs of emulsi- prevent the smudge irom s£illinitiallyrepor J as 25
spill on possibly fi e or six up. fied black oil by the sunken ~p~a.din~ to coastal m~LILic- kilometers (krri) lo'l~; and
provinces.' Villafue t supported MV Princess Empress, Ip ties in more prov~l1:es SODmeters wide, th, '5 one
' Camarines Sur Repre- the DENR's Ian to tap Ba- which has put at risk an es- an containing the oil spill's of the worst leakages n the
sentative LRay Vi afuerte likatan partifipant-sordiers timated 36,000 hectares (ha) imJ?,'lcton the environrr ent, country in recent FeBtOry.
pointed out that w . e the and said the Department of coral reefs, mangrove for- on human health, and on The Philippine Coast
actual cleanup m ght be should harn~s as well for 'ests,andseagrassbeds,"Vil_ tourism and the economies Guard (PCG) repor eel that
completed before th year is the oil slick deanup drives lafuerte, a former CamSur of the affected areas." the tanker sa 11< last FE,b.28
over,environmentalgroups countries li e Japan and, governor, said. ' The motor tanker IV after encoun ing er gine.
have Warned that e eco- South Korea that have of- Depending on its trajec- Pro cess Empress sank last trouble whi on way
logical, economic, social, fered to hel remove the tory, the University of th Fe 8 off Naujan in Orien- fronjt!Bataan t_o Ioitc ~_----------~~~~~~~~~~~--~--~--~----~--~~~~~~--~~~.~~~L_~_
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Bey nd cleaning
up the oil spill ..

he inking of an oil tanker off the coast -of
Ori ntal Mindoro on Peb, 28 has a tremen-
do s impact on the environment, economy,
an people's health tha~ will be felt for many
ye s, even decades. It ~as also once more
bro ght to light the importance of protecting
the Philippines' vast marine resources by re-
visi ing laws and passing new regulations, as
wel as improving capability on responding
to d containing disaste s like this given the

country's arc pelagic features.
Authoritie will now have to answer why it took a

week before a oil.spill boom was plated around the pos-
sible location MT Princess Empress to help contain the
leak from the nken tanker. The vessel was said to have
sunk at least. 200 feet or 400 meters below sea level,
bri~ging down with it 800,000 liters of industrial oil. By
the time the bo m was placed last WeFnesday, thousands
of liters of oil ve spilled into the ocean and reached the
surrounding c astlines sending at least nine towns into
a state of cal ity, impacting the livelihood of fisher-
men, affecting the health of residents, and threatening.
the area's rich arine biodiversity. News reports showed
volunteers scr bling to clean up t)h.boil slick from the
beaches of the' land, a popular tourist destination, while
many residents have fallen ill due to the worsening stench
as days stretch d to over a week now nd still no sign that
the leakage has been contained.

Oil spills, r this paper's special report published
on March 7, ar a common occurrence, especially for a
country whose waterways serve as channels for trans-
'portation and c mmerce,

An incident that happened in Guimaras in 2006 pro- ,
pelled the gove ent to review oil spill contingency ar- .
ran~ements an revise the National9¥ Spill Contingency
Plan .(NOSCP) at was promulgated ~ 2008. The NOSCP
provides respo e arrangements, depending on the tier
of the spill, on. hich party should undertake the clean-up
and other conn gency measures with the Philippine Coast
Guard as the le responsible agency and the Marine En-
vironmental Pro ection Command as tje point of contact.
This structure i clear enough, so why were there bottle-
necks in the re ponse operation in Mindoro, including
n:~smitting c ial information to tjle affected commu-
nities? On top 0 the NOSCP,Republic Act No. 9483 was
enacted in 2007 0 establish the oil pollution management
~d in anti~ipa on of incidents similar ~othe Guimaras oil
spill. But this la ,based on reports, still lacks implement-
ing rules and re lations-16 years me it was signed.

D
PAGE 1
STORY

3

006 Guimaras incident affecte 1.500hectar .s of
the 10 ecosv tern comprised of mangr ves, seagrass and
cor~ re s, ~d i~considered one of the orst environ ten-
tal disas ers tb hit the country. The sunk n oil tank ~rs ed
more 2.1' ion liters ofbunker fuel, , d ittoo years to
rehabili te island, which 10SI: billio of revem.:.esL the
process. at!incident should have serv d as a p. cau Ion,
but man 0 f disastrous oil spill incide ts have happe ned
since (e. ., in ordova, Cebu, in 2013;and gain in Guiman ,
in 2020) d Unlessthe government acts t protect 1 cr cial
marine eas, ~e latest in Mindoro will n t be the last

The ¥in oro oil spill occurred in th Verde Island Pas-
sage (VI~ mappe corridor, where the So th China Sea and
~acific 0 ean;~aters converge. }[,heVIP s one of the mcst
import t marme ecosystems Ul the w rid and' said to
host abo t 60 I?ercent of the world's kn shorefish 'pe-
des. The pas age provides livelihood d food resou ces
to over 2 million people and serves as a shipping route 0

international ports in Batangas, Manila, d SUbiCBay
Calls have long been made to make P a World Heri-

tage site to ensure that its rich underw ter resources ace
protecte~At lrast one measure, Senat Bm No. ')18 filed
last year seeks to declare VIP a protect d area u der
7586 or ~ I~tional Integrate d Protee ed Areas Sys em
Act of 19 2 g;vfn the threats, particula ly navigation. to
its biodiversi . The oil spill should pr mpt the '0 ern-
ment t~±take erio~s stepsto protect thi vital passag .

A dis ter o~this magnitude goes be nd containment ,
and-Io g aftferall the oil has been ski ed and cleaned
up-rec iVeryrehabilitation, and recon ction will be a
long, ard ous ~()cess.In previous oil spi Is, affected com-
munities aced not only the loss c f their li elihood ut so
continuo s th Efatsagainst their health, om the safety of
'the wate the drink to the fish sold in e markets. Help-
ing them survive and get back on their f et should be .he
responswhibility d priority not 0 nly of th gove ent bu t
of the 0 er of MT Princess Empress.

The extent of the damage in Mind 0 has}' t to be
fully det rmi ed, but this should not nly pron pt au-
thorities 0 revisit the laws but to tig ten already-ex-
isting m chanisms to ensure accoun bility d en-
force pre entive measures. And this sh uld be followed
through, not as mere lip service, and onl revisit W_11
another 0'1 spill incident takes place.

.------ll---~
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DE R kinalampag s
· ~estratehiya vs oi
NANAN AGAN'si Ca- epekto nito sa kapaligiran, l.f1annpmilllI1
marines r Rep.LRayVII- ekonomiya at kalusugan
lafuerte Department of sa iba pang kalapit na
Enviro nt and Natural probinsya,
Resource, (DENR)na gu- NaniniwalasiVillafuerte
mawa ni' akbang upang na mahalagang magka-
hindi -Iar ng mapabilis roon ng 'risk management
ang pagli ls sa natapong strategy' bunsod na rin ng
·800,000 ~itro ng langis babala ng environmental
mula sa lurhabogna tanker groups na posibleng abu-
sa karagatan ng Oriental tin ng dekada ang epekto
Mindorof.Oongnakaraang ng oil spill sa ekolohiya,
buwan kundi ang pagba- ekonomiya, panlipunan
langkas mga estrate- at kalusugan ng rnga tao.
hiya up mapigilan ang Kasabaynito, sinuporta-
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'Pro ect Verde Island
AFAITH-BASEOC alitionthat

seeks toprctect he VerdI! ls-
land Pomg. (V ) is co\ling

for .l«ount.lbility aadd et loolc Into
theoilspill that wreaked avccin the
waters of Oriental Mindf:.

TheProtectVIPcampa n netwcrk
said the incident must rve as an
•eye opener- to the neglrc;t the verde
Island Passage has longjffertd de-
spiteits scdoeccnomir an ecologic,,'
significance.

VIP is a stull that rates the
Islands of Luzon and Mmdoro. con-

nectlng the South China awith the
Tayabas and the Sibuyan S a beyond,

The devoUtating oil spll occurred
after MT Princess Empr capsized
on February 28. bringi g down
800.000 liters of industria oil.

·We ull on the PhiliPPi1govun.
ment for the most urgent ction to
contain the spill, aSSess th severity
of damage, and priClritiu th welfare
of impacted communities t..I 0 must
receive livelihood support nd pro-
tecticn from health imp~c ,M said
Fr. Edwin Guiguu,lea.dcon norof
Protect VIP.

"We also demand acccun ability
from the owner of MT Princ ss Em-
press, RDC Reield Marines rvicu
and the fuel supply it COf1;toliDS,-

he Solid.

The oil spill hat put at risk more
than 30 of Oriental MindO~'S mol-

rin.·protecttdmu,andhu. feeted
other provinceslike Anttque i W~t-

ern VisaYI$_
The prcvtnce of Onemal Mind-

~ro hu placed at least 76 coastal vil-
Ia.gu across nine out of Its 14 towns
have been placed under the state of
calamity.

The faith-based group said at lust
18,000 fisherfolk in Oriental ~Und~
oro alone heve been rcbbed of their
livelihood as fishing activities are
put on hold.

Residents, It added, are also
robbed of their seafood. supply- Ma

heavy blow for a preetece in which
over SO percent of households al-
rudy suffer various levels of food
insecurity·.

·We, thus, join local resldenu
in lamenting what would bt a pro·
longed suHering of the local fishing
iDdustry-valutd at PI1.SO billion
acrcss the fin provlnctJ of VIP in
2021-as impacts of the oil spill are
expected to be- felt for ye~rs to come,"
said Gulguez, who is alsc the for-
mer executive secretuy of Caritas
Philippi Des, a relief. development
and social service crgamraticn of
the Catholic Bishops' Conference of
the Philippin es (C8CP).

He also stressed the need for the
IOvernmtnt to take into acccunr the
bigger picture and what is at suke in
the oil spUl incident in biodiversity-
rich VIP.

The group has been raising alum

on the issue of having more heavy in-
dw[ry development around the VIP

\
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area-especially fossil fuel po\\:tr
plants and liquefied natural gas ter-
mina.ls. which would receive shipped
cargoes of LNG.

. "Mere plans for LNG termin •.•ls
mean. more shipping vessels pass-
ingthroughthemarinecorcidor. Tbis
increases the possibililY of a similar
situation happening in the future,"
Garigun said.

"The Verde Island Passage must
be afforded no Ius than the greatest
protection due to a global treasure
for marine biodiversity," Gariguez.
pointed out.

At the same time, Ganguet said
Carit •• Phlllpptnes "ould w.nd as·
sistance to 250 families.

·Caritas Philippines has committed.

to support 250 affected
food~(ks(k';H,\il1bemol
tbeunrcecbedand mostn yaffected
cOilstalcommunities."Gol guezsaidin
ol statemcru un Thursday,

He added tha I the Dio san Social
Action Center .w-hich Gn uez heads.
and the affected p.1risht'1 ould have
a meeting at St. Augustlf Parish in
the town of Pillam;a!ayol on Much
1410 determine- the bene idaries cf
the assistance.

The Lipa Archdiocesan oc:ial Ac·
non Ccrnmissicn and (he enter for
EIlCI'gy, Ecolog)' and De Jepment
(C6ED) will also pro"id, 40d items

ind emcrgcn(y assistance.
'The relief goods will tempo-

urily stored in the l\·.libb sp.1ce in

coordlnatins it}- the previncial
loea. governm' nits, the vessel
owner and the lepi.rtmcntofSociai
Welfare and D~ -elopment (OSWD)
as a potential addi.icml source of
funds for tht s sl-fcr-wcrk pre-
gram a .us I - :0 the ,dfected
residents.

SociJl",rork -t ••ryRuGa.lCh.l-
ran said areas t given the tempo-
rary means of h 'ihocd include the
affected tOl, n~ In Or -ntal Mindoro;
(Jlu)',} In Anti nd Agutolya in
P.a.:l~en

Lor :iga no It about P60
millicr' bee astde for the
(.15h for 'ork progr ..m of the De-
p,lltm{'nl of I..lhor an IEmployment

called Tul<'1 Par gh.napbuha,
u "tin uLS"d, .11.cd./Dispiaced
\l.'or",I."'

So. h t' wnt,r's msur-
ler h.1 " • rod to bring in
Chm.l t :11ug the leak in

ance pr
a ~hiph
tbe ves-

The DE' R (~ _ d the latest
repens .catilli •. the all spill
ha ••reacl the CJ)-'O "land 8fl'Up

She ~id the oil spi I in Antique.
and Scmucea hJ.md i continuing
to spreac estlll,at n .he rate cf dis-.
charge of from tn •.I nken WSIf!

at 35,000 to 50,00;) itt'l s;a day.
Accor· In to t. ml d~ls of the

N.1ltQn~l Ole.i:n,· a.d ..tmcspherk
Admini'nr.tt In. ~.H.: an and Pola in
Onent •.I' 'b OJO; -e the hard-
('-.,1 hit acp ;t'/'IS and A

"
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By Dempsey Reyes
and Joey Marzan
@Team_Inquirer .

Oriental Mindoro resid nts af-
fected by the oil spill fr m the
tanker Princess Empre shave
risen to 19,000, Social elfare
Secretary Rex Gatchali n an-
nounced on Saturday.

But the Department of So-
cial Welfare and Devel pment
(DSWD) will begin on March
15 a cash-far-work prog am, in
addition to the food reli f that
is already being distr buted,
to help affected reside s and
pump-prime the local ec no my.

"Our list of beneficiari s keep
on expanding since mor areas
are being affected by th spill,"
Gatchalian said in a radi inter-
view on Saturday.

"All of them will be given
food packs and these a e not
just one-time food packs but it
will be [sustained] since e all
know that they weren't ble to
do their daily work beca se of
the spill," Gatchalian add d.

n
m reac

The rikWD has been dis-
tributing food packs in Oriental
Mindoro shortly after theMT
Princess Empress sank in wa-
ters between Mindoro island
and Marinduque.

But the resulting oil spill has
devastate~ almost !ill towns in
Mindoro's east coast, particu-
larly Pola town, before moving
south, ther southwest before
reaching an island village of
Taytay, Palawan, on Friday.

Cash-for-work program
According to the Maritime

Industry Authority, it had al-
ready. communicated with the
operator of the tanker, RDC
Reield Marine Services Inc., and
suspended ]its safety certificate
until it satisfies reportorial re-
quirements.

Under t~e cash-for-work
program, affected residents will
be paid P355 daily (the mini-
mum wage in the Mimaropa re-
gion) for 15 days to help in the
oil spill cleanup led by the De-
partment of Environment and

P84-M cl an p budget
"The fis ermen there want

to be part of the olution. They
don't want t sit dly thereand .
just watch hil their home
province iS~ing leaned up by
other people, he xplained.

The.DS h allotted more
than P844 millio for the pro-
gram, but that was only for about
14,220expected p~cipants.

Gatchalian, however, said
the program ill also be.imple-
mented in ot~er areas that may
be affected b the il spill. .

.The residfnts will also be
trained on ~roper protocols
on cleaning up an oil spill,
Gatchalian sa' .

Maria Ro io ergeire, offi-
cer in charge of the Department
of Health;' hClljalready gone to
Mindoro to help orlent residents
on the proper rotocols, he add-
ed.

DATE

spi I
d be, Gatcha an said,
am may also be ex-
other affect d areas;

like Anti ue and Pala an,
After devas .ating fishing

villages n Mindoro s eastern
coast, th oil spill ov d to the
island to n of Caluya 'l neigh-
boring tique, a ro p of five
islands i the Tab/as Strait be-
tween M' doro and Pa:1<W.

Gate ian said affect-
ed families already received
PB,ooo c h assistance From the
D.SWD d more ami es may

ch aid by next week.
. The epartme t will also

-have an ~mergency cash trans-
fer program to over 1,000 indi-
viduals i Agutay •• Pal van.

The 0 ce of Civil Defense's
(OCD) re ional office West-
ern Visa as said agr c.iltural

. damage i Caluya own had al-
re ady rea hed P3 mil

At lea t 16,400 lite s of oil
were fou d stre chir eight
kilometer off Se • rare a d Li-
w< gao isl ds, the oce (aid in
a ~eport. I Q~_
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Oil sp4 posibleng umabot oracay
~laaaring umabot cay sakalingumabotang CQ1tal tmmunities at

pa sa pamos , 9 tourist spillage sa coastal area ma ne r .
destination n 'Bora cay ng isla. ay din ang clean-
islandangoil s IImulasa Sam ant aIa , sin abi uR rive na isinasagawa
isang tanker n lumubog rin ng DOT na ang pina- m~ bay ayinngSitioSa-
sa karagatan akop ng kamatinding naapektu- b , B rangayTinogbo,
Naujan,Orient I Mindoro, han rig oil spill ay ang Li gao ISland,Barangay
ayon sa Dep~ ment of bayanng Pola,sa Orien- S/I 10, t Sitio Tambak,
Tourism(DOT). tal Mindoro, kung saan sa ar ngay Semirara

Sa isang pb ayag ni- matatagpuanang marine n~ aw 9 nasa Caluya,
tong Biyerries] inabi ng , protected areas at mga A~ ue.
DOTnaangpa ahalaang beach resort, I aki i, ag-ugnayanna
lokal ng Malay,Aklan ay Kabilang sa slnasa- rin 9 TsaTubbataha
pinaghahandaa na ang bingnapasoknanglangis • Ma ag ment Office sa
posibilidadna I, pekto ng na tumagasmula sa MIT Ca aya cillo,Palawan
oil spill sa kanilangnasa- Princess Empress ang par ma aghandaanang
sakupansaka~Jngumabot KingFisher Rese,rve, SI. mg ha bang sakaling
na ito doon. ' John the Baptist Marine ab tin di angTubbataha

"The PC and the Sanctuary, Song of the Re f, n sikat na diving
MalayMunicipfllDisaster SeaFishSanctuary,Stella de tinati n.
Risk ReductionManage- MarizFishSanctuary,Ba- The DOT notes with
ment Office (tylPRRMO) cawanFishSanctuary,SI. ser ousness the oil spill
arecontinuouslYconduct- PetertheRockFishSanc- inc dent and its grave
ing rovingand monitoring tuary,at San IsidroLabra- im act on the tourism
along the coasts of Bo- dorFishSanctuary,Bihiya ind stry, includingdisrup-
racay,and have preposi- Beach, 3 Cottage, Long tio s in lhe livelihood of
tioned oil SIiC~booms in BeachK. I,AguadaBeach th~ffected communities,
strategicareasaroundthe Resort, Oloroso Beach tou ism-dependent busi-
islandinantlcipationof the Resort,MuntingBuhangin n ses, and rec eanonal
oil spills: sabipa ngDOT. TagumpayBeachResort, acti, ities," ani DQj Sec.

Nakipag-ug~ayan na at Buhay na Tubig White Ch~·stinC\Garcia-Frasco.
rin ang DOT vy'esternVi- BeachResort,napawang niy~, inaasailan pa
sayas Region~1Office sa nasaPola. na an ngayon~ taon
lokal na pam~halaanng Patuloy naman ang an pagdaong ng ~.t na
Malayparasaposibilidad pagsisikapnamalinisang crui e ships sa Mindoro,
na magpaabotng tulong coastalareasupangmas Ro blort, Marinduqueat
sa mga turistfl. sa Bora- mapagaanangepektosa P I wan (Ludy Bermuda)
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of Tourism (DOT).
Ayon sa DOT, nagha-

handa na ang pamahalaang
lokal ng Malay, Aldan, sa
posibilidad na epekto ng
9)1 spijl sa ~Iang nasa-
akupon sakaling umabot

naito roon.
"The peG and the

na '3lagpaabot ng tulong
sa IT\~i turista sa Boracay
sakali g umabot angspill-
age coastal area ng Isla.

Sl'Imantala, sinabi rin
ng DOT na ang pinaka-
matinding naapektuhan ng
oil spill ay ang bayan ng
Pol ,sa Oriental Mindoro

------_L_

Ni LUPY Il:ERMUDO

It Gayundin ang clean-up
drives na isinasaga va mga
baybayin ngSitio Siaban~,
Barangay Tinogbo, Li-
wagao Island, Barangay
Sibolo, at Sitio Tl nbak,
sa Barangay Semirara,
na pawang nasa Caluya,

nti ue.
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Senator J an Edgardo Angara
called 0 the Department of
Social elfare and Develop]-
ment (D WD) to ensure that

all the affecte families in the 0V
spill brought ab ut by the sinking of
M/T Princess E press off the coast of
Naujan, Orienta Mindoro on Feb. 28
would receive as istance at the soon 1
est possible tim .

As chairman f the Senate Finane
Committee that liberates on the an-
nual national bu get, Angara said the
P5.268-trillion eneral Appropria-
-tions Act (GAA) f 2023 contains P37

1
billion for the Pr tective Services for
Individuals and amilies in Difficult
Circumstances (P FIDC) of the DSWD
that could be tapp d for the assistance
to the affected fa ilies.

Specifically, the Assistance to
Individuals in Cri is Situation (AleS),
that is part of the SFIDC,could cover
the situation in Oriental Mindoro
based on the guid lines issued by the
DSWD, he explain d.

"The AICS co ers a broad set of
beneficiaries wh are in a state of
active crisis or c isis situation and
that is precisely hat has befallen
the residents of 'ne municipalities
of Oriental Mindor with this massive
environmental dis ster," Angara said.
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"Most of the affected municip lities
are coastal communities whose resi-
dents rely on fishing as their pr ma
source of livelihood. With the su pen
sion of all fishing activities there, th
families are faced with uncertaint
over how to put food on their t ble .
This is where government can step
in with its programs on cash ai and
emergency employment."

Astate of calamity has been rise
over 77 coastal villages of Ori nta
Mindoro and based on data fro th
DSWD, more or less 19,500 fa Hie
have been affected by the disast r,-

Angara urged the DSWD to fas
track the downloading of Ales f~nds
for the affected families to help t em
with their basic necessities sue as
food, transportation and medical Oil spill inquiry eyed
services. Meanwhile, Senato Cynthia Vil-

From the initial ~20 billion ro- lar is seeking an inqui into the 011

posed by Malacafiang for the PS De spill from the sunken M/T Princess
under the 2023 National Expendi ure Empress that has coniprornisec the
Program (NEP), Congress raised this marine ecosystem, biodiversity tour-
amount by P17 billion to allow the ism industry, health, and livelihoo
D.S~ to cover mO.re disadvantafed 111 of the people._. \
Filipinos, who require temporary s-
sistance immediately.

Apart from the AleS, Angara s id
the Department of Labor and Empl y-
ment (DOLE) should provide em r-
gency 'employment to the affec ed
residents through its Tulong Pang-
hanapbuhay sa Ating Disadvantaged/

1

Displaced Workers (TUPAD)program.
Under the TUPAD,emergency em-

ployment to displaced, unemp oyed
and seasonal worke s would rang ~
from 10 to 30 days.

Angara said the job of cleamng oil
in the affected areas ould be offered
to residents who would earn while
helping their cornrnu ities.

A total of 1;t2.0.1billion was p 'ovid-
ed under the ~~023GM for the TUPADI
Government Internship Program.

This is a i~4.5 - billion in rease
from the P15.!';billion proposed under
the NEP.

Apart from the fisher folk, workers
in the tourism sector in the province
were also affected by the oil spill.
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Villar filed Sen te RekolutiQn (SR)
No. 537 directing the Senate Com-
mittee on Envir nment, Natural
Resources and Climate Change to
conduct, in aid of I gislation, a probe
on the escalating a verse effects of oil
spill from the oil t nker. Villar chairs
the particular com ittee,

While reports s id the Department
of Environment an Natural Resourc-
es (DENR), Philippi e Coa~t Guard and
the Office of Civil D tense (OCD) have
assessed the oil sl? II incident, Villar
pointed out that no concrete action to
contain it has been initiated.

She cited urgen calls by the local
government units (LGUs) concerned,
the people affected and environ-
mentalists for the tovernment to act
swiftly to contain the old spill and
avoid further dama~e to the environ-
ment, livelihood and health of the
people, and the tourism industry.

Villar noted rep?rts by University
of the Philippines-Marine Science
Institute experts hich said the oil
spill could possibly ffect over 36,000

-7
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hectares of G ral jefs, mangroves,
and seagrass acro ~ Oriental Min-
doro, Occiden I Indore, Palawan
and Antique.

The oil sp 0 threatens the
marine biodiv of the Verde Is-
land Passage, red by scientists
as the center f t world's marine
biodiversity. T Fre Iere already find-
ings of dead f she , marine life and
sea birds.

"The oil spi I ha ~ikewise affected
the tourist de tin t·ons in Oriental
Mindoro; sue as e Bihiya Beach,
3 Cottage, Lo g Bach K. I, Aguada
Beach Resort, lor so Beach Resort,
Munting Buha gin Tagumpay Beach
Resort, and B hay na Tubig White
Beach Resort 1n Oriental Mindoro,
and even threatens to affect Boracay,
the country's re iere tourist des-
tination," she aid "Apart from the
environmental da ape to the marine
ecosystem, bio ive Ity, fisheries and
tourism, the Ii eIihood and health of
the people in tear a are already ad-
versely affecte by e said oil spill. "
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II I opens emergency
loan to oil spill victims

The Government Service Insurance
System (~SIS) announced that members
and pensioners who were affected by
the oil spill in Oriental Mindoro can avail
themselves of emergency loan. In a
statement, Wick Veloso, GSIS president
and general manager said the pension
fund has earmarked P315 million in
emergency loan to victims of the oil spill,
which emanated from a motor tanker
that capsized off the coast Naujan last
Feb. 28. "The oil spill has affected more
than half of Oriental Mindoro. With our
emergency loan program, we hope to
alleviate the plight of nearly 13,000 GSIS
members who are working or residing in
the affected areas and pensioners who
reside there; Veloso said. Veloso added
that GSIS has allocated a total budget
of P6.2 billion for its emergency loan
program for the year. The municipalities
of Bansud, Bongabong, Bulalacao, Gloria,
MansalFly. Naujan, Pinamalayan, Pola,
and Roxas in Oriental Mindoro have been
declared under a state of calamity. Upon
receipt of the required documents from the
Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro,
GSIS will open the emergency loan to
affected 11,024 active members, and
1,896 old-age and disability pensioners.
Qualified to apply are members in active
service and not on leave of absence
without pay; have at least three months of
paid premiums within the last six months
prior to application; have no pending
administrative or criminal case; have no
due and demandable loan; and have a net
take-home pay 01not lower than P5,Ooo
after all required monthly obligations have
been deducted. Old'age and disability
pen$ion~rs are also qualified to apply if
their resulting net monthly take-home
pension after loan availment is at least
25% oftheir basic monthly pension.
Members with existing emergency loan
balance may borrow up to P40,OOO to pay
off their previous emergency loan balance
and still receive a maximum net amount of
P20,OOO, Meanwhile, pensioners and those
without existing emergency loan may
apply for a P20,OOO loan. (Chino S. Leyco) .

---_._----
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PHOTO RAPH pURTESY OF DENR
WORKERS from the DENR-EMB Region 4B, Philippin Coa lGuard, and'the
Municipal Oisaster-Risk Reduction and Management ffice nstall absorbent
booms at Calimawawa River, Casilagan River, and Bar nga Misong in Pola,
Oriental Mirndoro to contain the oil spill from the sunken TP, ~cess Empress.
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The Dep ent of Environment
and,Natur. esources (DENR) is
10?k:ffigto a ss gender gap in the
mmmg sec~ot amid. various, chal-
lenges faced ~rwomen in the sector.

'We will 'He revisiting the Phil-
ippine ~iniJ1g ~c~ (arid) we will
be looking c!tttthis111: tandem with
the Magna <Carta for Women,"
DENR gecre~ary Maria Antonia
Yulo LbYZagt..said in a recent lun-
cheon host· by the Philippine
Mining Club . .

She, ci!ed.jq 2020 seeping study
comnussion by the Philippine ..
E~~ac?ve In; stries Transparency
Initiative (E ) which laid down
key issues w men face in the min-
ing industry. . .

.In the stti~yr t~e DENR chief
aid womep.lf9nstitute a minority

of the workf<jl1fce,with only a few
oC~l?yin!?teq~ :cal and leadership
positions m nU ng companies.
, The envirp ental problems

linked to mi4i g operations such
as pollution p rivers and drying
up of water BE· rces p¥.ts pressures
on women as busehold managers
and as provid fs. ,

The study also noted the lack
of a sustainable livelihood outside
etnployment oflmining companies.
. There is alSQ~, absence ofguide-

lines on. the in .lusio~s of ,gender
responsive pt~ects in the Social
,DeVelOpmen~~nd M;anagement'
Program (SD P) and the mini-
mum partici~~ ion of women in
the developmeh of these programs,
according to t11estudy, .

Finally, the1 ~ gaps in the con-
text and impls ntation of policies
~d fr~ew?r to adw-ess gender

~menslOns In e mni g industry.
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A propose. law calling for th~ecreation of a body
to imanage an safeguard the Siea Madre mountain

, range has gai edtraction in Con ess.
, . The unnu ered substitute bill of House Bills 1214

antl1972, whic both seek to protect the 54~kilometer
, ra~e from de orestation by creating the Sierra Madre

Development thority,hurdled the Houseways and
means panel 0 Monday,subject to amendments.

The Sierraadre region contains most of the nation's
68 ;protected eas, including national parks, watershed
forest reserves, atural monuments, and marine reserves.

It serves as Luzon's "storm barrier,"
guarding vari s provinces against the
onslaught of hoons that are becoming
more potent 0 lng to climate change.

lsabela Re . Inno Dy, one of the
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ts, said the SD tA WW promote the
d anced growth rBierra Madre and

its surround' are . Doing so sho id be a top prioritJ,
he stressed, live and livelihoods are on tl/.e line.

However,th De artment of Fin toe said during tl e
hearing that th cre on of SDMAis' conststsnt with t e
current thrust f the Marcos " ~tion to streamlh e
and rationalize ts c rporate sector ~ the bureaucrac •.

Under the Ie . la1;ion,the bodywill .~under the Offi v

of the Preside ,wIDch will also colI t regulatory fee, .
House dep ty ~'nority lawmaker France Cast

questioned wh the reposed body s uld fall Under the
authority of the Pre ident when it co f be governed by
the Departmen of Environment and ,jtural Resources.

, E~lie1Rizal Rep. Fidel 'ograles,the othe
Ji 1I;;;?1-,m,." propQnen,expressedhope ilat Congresswould

prio . . e e billfollowing ddentMi,t.rcosJr.' )
vow hat addressing clim ~re change would
be 0 eo IUs government' rtop priorities.

I. .~ I
PHOTOGRAIj' fOU TESY'OF HOTCORE.I~ I

TH Sierra Madre region Jontains most of the nation's 68 Protected .j\re ~~including nation I
par s, watershed forest ~ serves, natural monuments, and marine ~ese es. . __

------ -~ l~
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Leve~'-g up pm eagle conservation bre
By JONATHAN LMAYL'GA

AT the foot of Mount Apo i
Barangay Malagos, Bagui
District, Duao City, sits thF

Philippi ne hgle Center (PEC), ~
8.4·h"ure fadlity adjacent to t
Malagos Watmh.d that is being ru
and operated by the Philippine Eagl
Foundation (PEF).

In partner:hip with the local go
ernment ofDavao City, the PEF is no
developing another facility to re lee at
the breeding pairs at the PEC.1t is
preventivt measure in useof an 0\1

break of zoonotic dlseases that ca
wipe out the entire Philippine eagl
population at the center,

At the same time, the PEF is level
ing up its conservation breeding pro
gram by attempting. forthe first tim
a captive breeding that will hopefull
0005t the chances of survival of th
eagles bred in captivity upon relea
to their natural habitats.

·While we are constructing a ne
fadl ity, the fort ificatlon ofPEC is con
tinuing: said Jayson Ibanes.direrto
for Research and Cons.rv.tion at th
PEF. told the BUSINEssMIRROR in a
interview on February 27.

·Recently we completeda solid pe
rimeter wall around the pre-existin
facility. This coming Arbor Day. w
will plant trees a, buff.r along it

perimeter: Ihanet.dded.

Rescue and rehabil~ation cent
THE PEC bas served as home for res
cued Philippine eagle. a critically en
dangered species that is endemic t

the Philippines •• nd othmndanger
birds of prey. including wild animals.
for 3S years now.

The PEC currently houses 32 Phil-
ippine eagles-either rescued or bred
in captivity-which number has sig-
nifi"ntlyincr ••• edsincetheconser-
vation breeding program started in
the early 1990s.

So far. the PEC has produced. to-
tal of 29 Philippine •• gles, half of its
number are still alive,

Besides the Philippin. eagle. the
Pinsker's hawk eagle is01so being bred
in the facility. with 10 of this unique
species have been bred in captivity.

Previously thought to beacommon
hawk eagle. the Pinsker's hawk eagle
is now viewed as a distinct spedes.lt
is endemic to Mindanaomd could be
distinguished because of its crOIYD-
like feathers on the head.

Wild animal sanctuary
WHILEiti,primarilydedicatedtothe
conserva tion breeding and rehabilita-

tjon of eagles, the PEe also $!1m as
a conservation education ~nd tourist
destination in D•••• Cit .

Besides raptors, the PEC serve! as presentations. The target date formovi inison breeding. The eigs are produced is important because this will en-
home to other wildlife. such as the The Flight zone within the PEC. April 22. Earth D.y. with th e~ eagl. through natural pa .ring.ndartificial sure the safety of the Iagles. We. at
Brahminy kite. meanwhile. is an open ma-. hub pairs as its first residents. insemination. tbe City Council. of course, support

Other unique birds found in tho for the rescued birds' enrichment Identified forlirst batch ftrans- Its personnel an in charge of rear- tbi,. Forus, the Ph Ii;>pi ieeagleiseur
PEC are the white-bellied lei eagle. activities. fer are pairs P.ngyan .nd A samon, ing the eaglet upor hatching around pride. Because the Phili 'pine eagle is
Philippine serpent eagle and the gi- It is used foiflight demonstrations Ariela and MVP Matatag. a d Hiy.., two months after I~ing placed in an our nilional bird.' Ocampo said.
ant scops owl. and socializaticn with their keepers and Magiting.lb.nez said. incubator. He said the Edm .ture Reserve

The PEC is also • sanctuary for and guests. It gives the birds. creative "This is in response to the ncreas- "There are birds who do not accept is the perfect pb" to erect the sane-
the Philippine warty pig. Philippine outlet for the physical facility. as w.1I ingthre.t to the Philippineea leatour the same species. wnich is why artifi- tuat}'.
brown deer.Asi.n palm civet, a croco- as. mental exercise .. current facility in 8arangay !alagos cial insemination i:: also used. Wh.n

diletbati5 older than the facilityit"lf. Theenrichment activities. the PEC in Davao City. The establish entof the mal. is in heat, ve take semen and Protected againstthlsts
and other wild anima is. said,gi;es sanhuaryanimals options a new breedingsanctuuy th tis iso- inject it into the femal e to pro duce the UNLIKE in 8.mr g~y Mal'gos. the

on how else to spend their time. lated.awayfromhumaaco ities, egg: Ibanez said. would-be breedinf faciltty in Barm-
Tender loving care The PEC Arboretum and Nursery major roads and potential s reesof He said the humidity at the new goy Eden llillbe ·oHilmi :,' to poultry
ALL' the wild animals found at the were put up recently in partnership disturbances is part of our i itiative facility is ideal for lI.tural bre.ding. and gamefowl fams
PEC are rescued after they were shot witb the Energy Development Corp. to further protect our captive agles: H••• id this will b. the first time Lt. Rey Vallejo (Ret.). of th. Public
or severely injured. confiscated from While still in its initial phase. the he explained. the PEF will attempt to ollow natural S,fety Office and Securi:1 Command
the illegal wildlife trade. or hatched Arboretum ensures the perpetuation

Ideal breeding ground
breeding. Meaningafternaturalpair- Center assigned at the nature reserve

for breeding purposes. Ibanez said. of endemic and even rare floral spe- ing. the eagle p.irs will be the ones in Barang.y Eden. said .3 personnel
"All ofth. eagles and other species des in the center for public viewing. ACCORDlNGtolbanez, theca es that to incubate the egg. Upon succes.sful will be conducting regular patrels in

here are provided the tender loving It also serves asalibrary of trees. as will b. built at the new facilit will be h.tching. theparem •• gIeswillbe.l- thear •• to prevent illeg.1 settlers .nd
care they deserved. While they can well as a source of wildlings for future designed for natural breeding nd in- lowed do the natura I rearing, unlike prevent destructive hum lIt activities,
no longer be released back into the nurseryestablishmentandeventually. cubation. as w.lI •• natural r ring. at the PEC wherein iuppets ore used including the construct on of build-
wild. w. m.k, sure that their stay at tree-planting. 'There will be , nest pia by PEr personnel tIl feed the cbicks. jngs in the area,
the center is pleasant: he said. feeding platform. hut there ·With this nel. method. if suc- "There will be regular patrolling.

Ibanez pointed out that ·they are Breeding sanctuary back door at the nest platfo that cessful. w. will hm better chances inclu4ing the Bantoy G ,bat (Forest
well protected. w.1I fed and theyserve THE soon -to-b. constructed Philip- we can open just In case we need to of eagles surviving In the wild upon Guardsl. Ieprevent humanencrooch-
very important purposes. like for in- pine Eagle Conservation Breeding intervene to retrieve an egg or aglet," their relea se : lban •• added. . ment and construction ,f buildings
fermationandeducationorbreeding." Sanctuary (PECBS). a 13-hectare h. explained.

\ or any infrasnuctur ir thi' am:

Tourist destination
forest in Bmngay Eden. Davao City. ·We will level up Philippi eaile Pride of Davao (~, VoU.jo •• id.
will b. better and bigger. devoid or conservatien breeding throug this DAVAOCity conside's the Philippine EnginmMildr~lMartinez."on-

THE PEe is not. tourist magnet be- threats that are olready looming at approach. Doing so also i"frints eagle ond hosting the PEF facility as sultan! at the Ed,n Task Force. said
cause of the wild animals alone. It the PEC. captive-bred eagIm to its ki • and its pride and honor. thecitygovemmen etanste derelop
is also a small park in its own right. At the recent soft launching of the thiscanmakeourfuturereIeas sback Interviewed by the BUSINEssMIR- the lOS-hectare res,,,",e bto a nature

The PEC Trail. divided into differ- PEC8S.lbanez said the facility within to the wildly successful: Iban said. ROR.CouncilorT,kOc,mpo.chairman resort. hut assured:he l::-he<tart of
ent areas, iff learning oppoitunities a lOS-hectare reservation in Da•• o Dominic Taden a, senior ..,im.1 oftheEnvironmentCommilteeofthe tbe PEF will be ·off·1 "lits· to such a
with the help of a PEC tour guide. City will house seven breeding cages keeper and manager of the Co erva- DavaoCityCoutl(i1.s,jdM,yorSeb.5- development project.

Visitors learn about differentwild- and six duplex cages for a total of 26 tion Breeding Program at PE • said tian Duterte is very s ippertive of the ·W. will develop thi> mafor eco-
life tbrough tbe Raptor Road, Talon Philippine eagles. the new facility will be bene witb relocation of the Ph:lippine eagle to tourism, to genmte rever ueand help
Alley. Macaque Island. Eagle Dupl ex Only breeding pairs of the Philip- the humidity in the ma and isola- help the PEF protect andrcnserve the sustain the oprntion. Of course. the
Enclosure. Ha"k Walk: Rainforest pine eagle will be breught te tbe new tion from burnanactivities. wil allow country', national bi-d PEF f.cility will b. spared (rom tbe
Walk. Pairing Dome. Brown deer. breeding facility once they are ready. natural hreeding. "We, at the geverument, are sup- developmentthatwillt.kepbcehere.'
Crocodile endcsu res and audio visual Ibanez said. PEC has two methods of~eMle porting the project cf the PEF. This she assured.

ASAlTWAlIRaKOdIlt, CIIIItf th. wildlil. kept it !he PEe.is
oIderthntllefadityitstH.ltwasrestuNJ8re·TSlgOln'WiI
~Ifirsllnbabitlnloftllefldfitybefo!thblamlthtrestuf
tent.t fOithe Phlllp~al tlgll Mldoths tipt.rs. ~(PIIOIO~.
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US ~O TS SOSUMMIT i PR 'TEC
lUll

RI E RESOU CE y
H E Unit~d States government, in
partnership with mere than 60 civil
society organizations (CSOs), convened

the first-ever CSO Summit 11 Puerto Princesa
City, Palawan, on March 3, said the US
Embassy in Manila in a news release.

The event aimed to coordinate action for
marine biodiversityconservat on and protection
in the coastal areas o(Northm Luzon, Mindoro,
and Palawan that fa(e the South China Sea.

Ryan Washburn, United ~tates Agency for
International Development (USAID) mission
director, led the (SO Summit. It highlighted
the US government's continued commitment
tosupporting local stakeholders in conserving
biodiversity and protectlnq marine resources
from illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing activities of dornes:ic and foreign
fleets, the US Embassy said. prosperous, and secure Indo-Pacific region," "We know that the protection

"As an enduring frieno, partner and Washburn said. preservation of the West Philippine Se IS

ally, the United States will continue to Palawan Third District Rep. Edward a herculean task tl at requires collect ,
collaborate with local stakeholders in the Hagedorn, USAIDDiversity, Equity, Inclusion, whole-of-nation action," Hagedorn sai I 1

western Philippines to support sustainable and Accessibility (DEIA) Senior Adviser h s remarks.
fishing practices, strengther food security Kathryn Boeker-Veloz, and representatives "We thank the SAID Fish Right Prog m
and advance the conservat on of marine from academia, women's groups and forleadingthlssumr itandbringingtoge
ecosystems as we work toward achieving our indigenous peoples living along the seaboard representatives fr irn universities, N
shared goal of inclusive growth and a free, attended the Summit. I [nongovernment organizations], mu i---------------------------------~

USAIDPhilippines Mission Director Ryan WashbuIJI and Palawan Third District Rep. Edward
Hagedorn join participants atthe first-ever (SO Simmit in Palawan on March 3. USAIDPHOTO

-,

village of Iaqburcs. This donation will help
the local fishing community reduce post-
harvest losses, the US Embassy added.

The two USAIO officials also jorned
partners from the (jerry Roxas Foundation
to award environment grants valued at
P64 million ($ U million) to four I xal
organizations: agkakaisang Tribu ng
Palawan, Palawan Biodiversity Conserva on
Advocates, World Wde Fund for Nature, and
Cornmunity-Ientered Conservation.

Through the grants, the CSOs ill
implement Palawan-based projects
biodiversity conserv stlon, wildlife protectioi
natural resource ianaqement, and 10
climate actions.

Currently, USAI[I is implementing th e
biodiversity conser 'ation projects covering

where she underscored the importance of the Philippine waters in the South China S
the US-Philippines partnership in creating Fish Right, the Sust inable Interventions
economic opportunities and protecting Biodiversity, Oceans and Landscapes, a
coastal ecosystems throughout the region, Investing in Sustalnabllity and Partnership.
the US Embassy said. for Indus ve Gro t1 and Regenerat

While in Puerto Princesa City, Washburn Ecosystems, the US Embassy pointed out.
and Booker-Veloz handed over freezers and Thethree projects have a combined value
other fish drying materials valued at POD,000 ofP4.3 billion ($78.2 rullion) in developmei t
($5,460) to women associations in the fishing assistance from the 5 government.
- - - -- --------

USAIDPhilippines Mission Director Ryan Washburn (second from right) and USAIDDEIASenior
Adviser Kilthryn Book~r-V@loz :rightJ turn oVl!r thrl!l! fish-dryers and freezers to the women of
the Tagburos fishing village in Puerto Princesa City, Palawan. USAIO PHOTO

fisherfolk peoples' org nizations, commercial
fishers' associations the private sector,
co-ops, and alliances to prepare a common
agenda and action plan protecting West·
Philippine Sea resources and ae dressing food
security and livelihood issues.'

The (SO Summit was orqanlzed as a
follow-up to the visit of US V ce President
Kamala Harris to Palawan in No/ember 2022



evelopi g and promoti g
otourism and nature-b

ast March 1, 20) , the Sen~te Tourism
subcommittee oJ Select Senate Bills on

cotourism and 1n the Proposed Sen-
ate Resolution on Nature- Based Tour-

ism held a hearing to discuss various measures
and ultimately, to find so utions and initiatives
to a vance the domestiq tourism industry's
rec ery while instilling eco-consciousness
ami the country's upcoming summer months
and anticipation of the influx of tourists this
year owing to "revenge travel." .

e following measures were tackled: Sen-
ate . 238, establishing the Northern Antique
Prot ed Seascape and Landscape Act of 2022
filed by Senate President Pro Tempore Loren
Lega da; several bills which I filed, namely,
Sena e Billu66, declaring the Pag-Asa Island
as a ecotourism cluster and protected area;
and roposed Senate Resolution 472, for the
creat on of policy reforms and budgetary
expe ditures to develop the Philippines' po-
tenti to be the leading country in the world
for su tainable Nature- Bas d Tourism (NBT).
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'Discuss on
Senate Bill 23 cen red
on Northern ti ue's
crucial role ~ th re-
gion's deve op ent
and its surr un Ing
environment. Dep
mentofTouris ( ) BETTER IlAYS
Region VI Rei' nal Di-
rector Crism Ro #- SENATOR SONII1' ANGARA,
guez emphasi ed ow
Northern Antique ositively contributed to
tourism growth in Ahtique, with five of its mu-
nicipalities registering 14,311tourist arrivals, or
equivalent to almost half of all tourist arrivals
in the province and with receipts amounting
to Pl03 million owing to the area's wide range
of recreation activities like white river rafting,
river tubing, diving, mong others. Moreover,
local chief executive reiterated that Northern
Antique is both a tourism destinatio 1 and a
habitat to dugongs, which are classified as
vulnerable species by the World Wildlife Fund

0JJWF). All e concerned stakeholders concurred that
the propose measure will ensure the protection of the
flora and fa na of the Northern Antique seascape and
landscape f r the benefit of the local communities and
future Antiq efios,

For Sena e Bill 1166, Rep. Johnny Pimentel (Surigao
del Sur 2D), ing e counterpart measure's author in
the House of epre entatives, started the discussion by
explaining e bill's noble purpose, which is to assert
our soverei rights through economic initiative or soft
diplomacy d to pave the way for the Pag-Asa Island's
development Rep. Edgardo Egay Salvame (Palawan ill)
also mantles ed his support on the measure and said
that the decl ation of the Pag-Asa Island Cluster as a
protected are would help ensure its coastal and marine
resources ar protected from overfishing, poaching,
large-scale ean filling or reclamation. While Depart-
ment of En . onment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Undersecret Augusto dela Pefia manifested the
agency's sup ort to the bill, he flagged the need for
supporting' rastructures and resources to guaran-
tee peace and order 0 that the safety and security of
civilians and ivilian activities would be unhampered.
Pag-Asa Islan is the only Philippine-occupied island
in the Spratly that is inhabited by civilians. We are
talking about ristine waters that is rich in biodiversity
that makes it ideal destination for tourists.

Proposed nate esolution 472 is a result of our
meeting with cademics from the University of the

Philippines ( ) who observed that we are n t maxi-
mizing the promotion of NBT in spi :E of the competi-
tive advantage our country' has because of its wealth of
resources. Masungi Georeserve trustee Billie Qurnaliang
agreed that nature-based tourism .in the country is
still underdev loped arid undermarketed. In fact the
United Nation Development Program found that the
gap on financing for biodiversity in the Philippines
is at 80 perce t. Biodiversity Conservation SOCietyof
the Philippine pressed the need for consultations to
identify protected eas and other nature res rves in
the country th~ ha e the potential to become lagship
destinations fo NB ,

As Philipp' e to rism was heavily hit by th recent
Covid-19 pan~mi there is a need to diver ify the
sector's produc s d. services while being co scious
of sustainabili :W fervently hope these discussions
would form p of the country's rallyi.ng cry to further
advance and develop our competitive advantages to
propel growth and recovery in the tourism sector.

Email: sensonpyangara@yahoo.comIFacebook.Twitter
& Instagram: @sonnyangara

(Senator Son~v An ara has been in pu bficservic for 18 f

years '- nine yea~s as epresentative of the fone district of
Aurora, and nine as Senator. He has authon?t1,co-curhored,
and sponsored m~re thpn 330 laws. He is ('tJ!rrent/yserving
his second t~rm in the pate.)

- \
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~tur<ll waste d:isposal

tf~Ptac1e,nothing much
i~change.
Organizations such

as Surfrider Foundation
work tirelessly aU over
t:4eworld's coastal areas
td raise awareness of this
problem. They seek to
make it a major concern of
everyone.For the Founda-
tion, it's not enough to say
"I don't eat fish, or make
us of plastic prodLlctS."
N ne of us can think this
is 'e isn't our concern.
1M all have to actively be
part of the solution -- and
in qurnation's case, that's
so crucial,

The Del~geby Stephen
Matkley is a recently pub-
lished novel that depicts
an apocalypse in. slow
motion. There is no single
epochal event; but ~:lin':'
ute, incremental chaos,
pOlipcalindifference, and

it scientific papers,
od ast transcripts, and

. e House briefings as
fa~ts. Scary nov ~to ruminate on, and it
may be oh-so-tl[ue.

We can be proud about being the
country with th~ best beach destinatiQns,
but there's sorne irony in realizing th-tt's
coupledwith beirlg the world)s most noltl)-
rious OceanPlas icWaste Polluter.

--_._----

TH CHARTshowing the:H ghest Plastic Waste Polluters, from 2021.
(Fr m science.org) i I

tio ; these are all"con!lbutOry to the sad
sta e of affairs we fi~ ourselves in. In
ess nee, there is a dee~-rooted systemic
fail rei and I'm!]eft wp;ndering what we
can do. For unless it tnckles down to our
rur I seaside 'communities, plus all the
to s and villages inlar.d that, on a daily
bast , use the rivers ana streams as their
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but ozone's full impact '
on health is still b co ng clear. .
. Ozone is created in the atmosphere by a diemi-

cal reaction when 0 ollutants, often emitted
by cars or indus co bine in the presence of
sunlight, and has een hown to interfere with
plant photosynthe is a d growth.

The new study s id it was the first to evaluate
. the risk of hospitali atioh for heart disease w en
ozone levels rise above the World Health Orga-
nization's daily guitIelinb of 100 micrograms per .
'cubic meter of air.

For the study; publishe in the European Heart
Joumal, a team of dhina- ed researchers looked at
data on hospital a31ions from 2015 to 2017 .n 70

,.'Chinese dties collect for ealth insurance purposes:
, ' The data covere 25 million people aCf)SS
, 70 cities, represen ing oughly 18 percent of

China's populatio .
-: The researchers coropar d the hospitalizations to
~"airquality data tracked in real-time across the cites.

It found that - independent of other po.lut-
ants - ozone was ~ssodated with more than 3
percent of hospitallzatiqns for coronary heart
'disease, heart failure and stroke.
~-Also, each increase of micrograms of ozone
per cubic meter of ai was inked to a 0.75 percent

1 'rise in hospitalizatio s fo heart attacks, and to a
, 0.40 percent increas for stroke.
:". "Although these i crements look modest," the
"Impact would be "amplified by more than 20
, times' when ozone levels soar above 200 micro-
grams in the summer, study author Shaowei " Tu
of Xi'an liaotong U1iver 'ty and his colleagues

-told Agence France-~ress
, In this extreme ra le. ozone exposure
'would be linked to 5 p rcent of heart attacks
and 8 percent of stro es, e researchers said.

OZONE air p llution is linked to a higher
rate ofhospita izations for heart diseases,
according to large study released on
Friday, the lat st warning of the health
dangers posed by greenhouse gases.

Whilea laye of ozone in the upper at-
mosphere help block harmful ultraviolet
(IN) radiatio from reaching Earttt, at
ground level it is a major component of
the smog poll ing most big cities.

Scientists ha e warned that a different
kind of air poll tion, fine particulate mat-
ter known as P 2.5, causes B.B million

Poliutiol'1.\3

Key for health, climate

The researchers called for more aggressive action
to reduce the consumption of fossil fuels, as well
as a warning system so people could limit their
exposure on high ozone days.

Because the study \was pbservational, it was
not able to directly show \hat ozone pollution
causes heart disease.

But Chris Mailey, a air JlOllution researcher at
York University in Britain, who was not involved
in the study, said it added to a growing 'weight

,of evidence that there is a <!ausalrelationship."
. In 2017, research led by ¥alley estimated that
ozone pollution was linked to more than 1mil,
lion deaths a year from respiratory disease.

"If cardiovascular disease were added to th is
total, then the health burden would be substan-

, tially higher than we es .ma ed,' Malley told AF: .
"Ozone is not just a eatt human health; it also

, has a large part to play dim te change" he added.
"Taking action to re uce ozone is therefore a

: key way to improve p bli health and cornba t
climate change at the s me ime." AFI)
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