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Legar~a urges
Senate to probe
Mindoro oil spill,

By MARIO CASAYURAN I

_._---_ .._--,-----

Senate President Pro Tempore Lore
~egard? called on the upper chamber t
immediately conduct an inquiry into th
environmental, health, and tourism im
pacts of the oil spill in Oriental Mindoro

The oil spill left a widespread prob
lem to many locals in the area and it
~~ighboring provinces, including An
tique, Legarda's home province.

Legarda expressed concern . I

over the ,serious detrimental ~ 5

egarda I rges Senate
o probe Mindoro oil spil , ...•

e fects of the recen~ environmental di - affected areas."
s ster ?n dozens of designated marine Legarda note e necessity of revising
s actuaries, includi~ thousands of acres or reviewing the I Pollution Compensa-
o man~roves, reefs, and seagrass beds, tion Act of 2007, hich covers liabilities
t e region's tourism and the residents' of the owner an fl surer of the shipping

alth, as well. I' company respo ible for the dlamage
In a Senate re~o' tion that she is set committed.

file, Legarda see~ whole-of-govern- Likewise, s I encouraged coastal
ent approach thr9~gh the Department communities td e apprised of health

o Environment an~ Natural Resources hazards to safel Ifont~ibute ~o contain-
( ENR), Department of Health (DOH), ment efforts, p eservmg evidence and

epartment of Tourl'Sim(DOT), Philippine documenting da ges during disa stars to
oast Guard (PCG) Maritime Industry avail of any rei rsement for clean-up
uthority, Provincia pisaster Risk Reduc- assistance or pa I ent for harm suffered.

t on and Management Council, and other On Feb. 28, und 800,000 liters of
r' sponsible govern~nt agencies, in iid- industrial oil sp ,ed in the waters near
ressing th.eadverse Iffects ofthe oil spill. Naujan, Oriental indoro, after M1' Prin-

"I call on all our overnment agencies cess Empress ca ized and sank off the
t implement speed actions on the harm coast of the mu 'ipality.

used by the recen oil spill to reduce This prompte the provincial govern-
amage to our ecowstems and fishing ment to place 7 coastal villages under
rounds, to ease off lts effects to coastal a state of calami . The tragedy affected

t wns, which are reliant on fishing and approximately 1 100families, which dis-
t urismforincome,andmostimportantIy, rupted their sou re of income and posed
t secure our kababayans' (countrymen) several health ri s.

ealth and safety," she said. "It is Irnpera- Based on ne s reports, the oil spill
t ve that we immediCl~elyprovide residents might affect tho nds of hectares of coral

ith basic needs sud~ as water, food, face reefs, mangrove seagrass, and marine
asks, and medicines while our local protected ar~as i he provinces of Oriental

overnment units LGUs) and agencies Mindoro, Occid tal Mindoro, Antique;
re conducting clea I-up activities in the and Palawa . '
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BarangayTiI ; Liwagao and are also its major to - . t attractions,"tlj~ tour-.--------.---- - ------
Island,Baran y Sibolo,and ism products. If unmiti t- . m chief assured.

m Barangay ed, the oil spill can have a 1eanwhile,the DOT re-
resent,none of verse impactson threeof e that none of the tour-
actions have world-classdive destinati t attractions in the munic-

But the LGUs, in the Philippines,specifi - i alitiesof Naujan, Victoria,
togetherwi the PCG,have ly the Verde Island passa e d Pinamalayan in Orien-
been condu ting clean-ups, and Apo Reef in Mindo, Mindoro have bi!l~naf-
with the su )port from the and Coren's World War IT ed sa far by the o' spill.
private sect who provided Wrecksand PhilippineDu e Naujan Lake, a major
Personal Pr tective Equip- ong, she added. i- lstattraction,has ) con-
ment (PPEs -Prasco said cruise to ion with the oe 1and

Boracay land in theMu- ism in the region could ~ not be affectedbr Iheoil
nicipalityof ay, Aldan is be affected, with 34 ~~Il.
alread).' pre aring for the shipsexpectedto callin . - The DOT is also in close
possibility 0 the effects of doro, Romblon, Marind oordination with officersof
the oil spill aching its area- que, and Palawan for e Tubbataha Management
of jurisdicti n. . year. {ficewho are moriitoring

The PCG and the Malay "The DOT, in coor l!!situation in Tubbataha
Municipal isasterRisk Re- tion with its regional0 lief, which is along the
duction gement Office commits to continuou unicipality of Cagilyancil-
(MDRRMO)are continuous- coordinatewithagenciessu in Palawan. Based on the
ly conducti g roving and as the DENR, EMB, PC ~estupdate from fiLEI Tub-
-monitoring ong the roasts and concernedLGUs~ ataha Managemenr Office,
of Boracay.j d nave prepo- updateconcemingtheoilsp e are no r~rtedI1!ffects
sitioned oil slid booms in and in searching for ~tof the oil sI?illin the area. '
strategic ar as around the mitigating measures to - The DOT IS set to issue
island in an ieipation of the dress the harmful effects ceeding advisories once
oil spills. :>- - the incident to marine . ent updates and new

The Western Visa- world-class dive sites, ormation are available.yas Office s also actively _,.w..:-=-:.:::..==-=--~c..::.-~::.;;:..~~-+.jj:.:.===':'=-;;;"';;~=

coordinatin With the ILGU·
of Malay 0 extending p0s-
sibleassis ce to tourists in
Boracayin the spillage
reaches the island's coastal
area, and nas likewise is-
sued adviso .es on the areas
affectedby e oil spill.
. "Anent this, the roOT
notes with riousness the .
oilspillinci~t and itsgrave
impact on e tourism in-
dustry, inc uding disrup-
tions m the ivelihoodof the
affected communities, tour-
ism-dependent businesses,
and recreational activities,"
Frasco said,

"Scuba . . g,beach,and
cruiselQ.· d~d ~n the
region's''cd stal resources,

oflr

FRASCO"
I HO\I I']\(.f' I

~

ted is the Munici-
pall of Pola in pr.iental
Min oro, where th protect-
ed such as e King-
Fish r Reserve,St. John the
Bap st Marine S ctuary,
Song of the Sea Fis Sanctu-
ary, ptella Mariz F h Sane-
tual);', Bacawan F h Sane-
tuary, St.Peter the ockFish
Sanctuary,and the Isidro
Labrador Fish San are
lo~ced.addition, bea resorts

: su as BihiyaBea ,3 Cot--
J ~tage LongBeach I, Agua-

da Beach Resort, Oloroso
Beach Resort, M ting Bu-
han$~n Tagump y Beach
Resort, and Buhay na Tubig
WhiteBeachReso in Orien-
tal Mindoro have been
affected.

IJIlmediately llowing
the incident,~To . m Secre-.
tarvlChIistina G 'a Frasco-
ord~red the DOT Regional
Officesin PA and
Wes~m Visayas 0 closely
monitor the situ tion ana
coordinate with Depart-
merit of Enviro ent and
Natural Resour (DENR),
Environmental anage-
ment Bureau ), Philip-
pine Coast Guar (PCG),
and concernedloe govem-_
ment units (LGU ).

Coastal cleanu is now
being done in th affected
areas as an imm ate solu-
tion to prevent er dam-
age. -

Effectsof the. . spillhave
also reached the unicipaJi:.
tyofCaIuyainthe . of
Antique, parti 1)' along

relinesofSi o!:>abang,
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F HERMENin Orient Mindoro deprived of their
li elihood by the rnassi e oil spill will be hired to
cl an up oil-polluted b aches.

The Department of Social Welfare and Develop-
m t (DSWD) said it is implementing a cash-for-

o
DRI

work (C ) P ogram to provide temporary jobs
to fisherm n w 0 cannot go out to sea because the
waters and ma e life have been contaminated by
the oil tha has been leaking from the tanker MY
Princess Empress. >-Clean pA2

-----',-

FISHERS GROUN
The ship skI< offPola town on Febru-

ary28 while ~ailingto lloilo from Bataan
with 800,0 liters of industrial oil.

The oil ~as fouled up coastlines
in Orienta Mindoro, forcing the
provincial overnment to declare a
state of em gency.

In a publicibriefing on Friday,DSWD
spokesman Romel Lopez said DSWD
Secretary Rex Gatchalian has ordered
that assistanc to the affected fishermen
be made a p~ority.

The fishers mobilized for the cleanup
drivewill getremergency cash transfer
equal to the prevailing minimum wage
in the Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marin-
duque, Romblon and Palawan) region,
the DSWD said,

The DSWD has budgeted more than
\ P84,4 millioq for 14,220 cleanup work-

ers who will be employed for 15 days.
The cash-for-work program will begin

as soon as thr Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR)
gives the green light to the DSWD.

·We are no,'f in the validation pro-
cess so that 'te can determine who
the beneficiaries are, and we expect
to begin mobilizing them as early as
March 15 as we consider the people's
safety,M Lopez said.

Among the provinces' threatened by
the spreading oil slick is Antique.

On Friday, the DENR said it has
deployed a 1,363-meter spill boom in

arangayTInogboc, Caluya, Antique, to
protect the coas ine in the area.

Aside from tW Environmental Man-
agement Bureau Region 6, local govem-
1 ent units and other concerned agencies
helped the DE Rin building the boom.

, at least 20 drums of
oily wast ha e been collected in
nearby Ba ang y Sibolo, the depart-
ment rep rted

An aeri I s rveillance was also
conducted on emirara Island, the
DENRsaid

SimuIt eou
and coastal de
done to ass impact of the oil on
the marine nvir nment in Pola.

The cIea up tarted in Pola and
Naujan Frid y, th the Department of
Health limi ng rk time to two hours.

Accordin to e Philippine Coast
Guard, Pola s th catch basin of the oil
from the Pri cess rnpress,

President erd and Marcos Jr. as
said the oil spill leanup must be n-
ished in at le.st four months.

In the related development, Liza
Osorio, lega an policy director of
the environ nt I group Oceana, has
said that un R public Act 9483 ( r
the "Oil Pollutio Law," the affecte
residents can Iea ass suit against the
tanker's own r fo damages.

"There is a ossibility of fil ng a class
suit. Under ur laws, class suit only
requires two onditicns, one It h a
common or ~neral interest for m y
persons, second, the parties are so nu-
merous that it is impracticable to bring
them all befor the courts,n Osorio said.

She said the owner of the Princess
Empress is als iab e under other la ,
induding the 'Fis ies Code" or Re..
public Act ( ) 85 a as amended by
RA lO654, an the "Clean Water Act"
or RA9275.
MOISESCRU AN BELLACARIASO
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THE oi spill from After an assessment, clean- p ' as also arrived together with the Ja nese

k started to protect the residents frpm l¥1y disaster reliefteam .
. a sun en tan er in health concerns. \ The PCG briefedthe volun rs abc e
Mind ro ha reached There is more than 159nauticalfiles or riskassociatc:dwiththeoilspillandthep'J r

the shores 0 Taytay,Palawan, 295 kilometers distance between s ores of attire to wear,and handlingof the spilla ('
Barangay Casian in Taytay, Pala an and The Philippine Army, the Phili ,pineaccording to the Philippine the water ofNaujan, Oriental Min oro. Maritime Group, the Dep rtmer of

Coast Guard (PCG) on Friday. Meanwhile, the Japanese gov nment Environment and Natural Kesources,
SOME 14,00 needy fisherfolk and sent eight disaster response team the Provincial Health Office, snd

other individua s affected by the oil personnel to aid in the dean-up 0 the pil' the volunteers supported he oint
spill in Oriental Mindoro are targeted as spill incident in Mindoro, the J panese simultaneous oil spill shoreline clean- p
beneficiaries of the government's cash- Embassy in Manila said. at Barangay Tagumpay, Mis g, P ay
for-work to b implemented through A courtesy call was requested by the na Tubig, and Calima in Pola.
the Department of Social Welfare and Japan Disaster Relief Expert Teall).to the Approximately 30 bags of oil d :bris
Development (D WD). Philippine Coast Guard to address the were collected during the initia ive.

In another de lopment, the PCG led a needs for oil spill response operations DSWD spokesperson Assint
massive cleanup of the ffected shorelies for the sunken oil tanker in driental Secretary Romel Lopez said the
in Pola, Oriental indoro: Mindoro. government will prioritize fishe lk

In a Facebo post, the PCG said It will be led by Nihei Daisuke, ~. nister affected by' the current fis I g .n,
they received inforniation from of the Embassy ofJapan in thePhili plnes. Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Progra
Barangay Casia captain Norbert Urn The eight personnel of the Ja anese (4Ps) mem' ers, and other indi e t
and' the Munici al- Social Welfare and disaster relief team is composed pf two individuals. .
Development Of ce of Taytay that traces members of the embassy, five frqm the "Mag-sta t ito ng March 15. Ngay, n
of oil were seen 0 their coastline. .Japan Coast Guard and one from Japan nasa validatlcn and verificatio 1 tayo ng

PCG checked 0 the ar a and confirmed International Cooperation Agency. mga isinumite na pangalan na maaaring
that the oil wer from the oil spill in Additional equipment such as oil nare , mapasama Sa. ating programa," aid L pez
Naujan, Oriental indoro. oil blotters, and oil-proof working lov s at a televised public briefing.--~-----4----------~----~----~ ==== __+-~L-________ I

(It will start on March 15. We' Ij: now
validating and verifying the names
submitted for the program.) "Maaari
po .~atin it<;mgi-~xtend kung talagang
kakailanganin dahil ang mahalaga dito
hangga't di nagno-normalize ang sit ation
ng ating mga kababayan ay naaI Jay
natin sila," he added.

(We can also extend the prog m f
needed. It is important for us to a d th
residents until the situation in thei are
normalizes.)

Participants will receive P35~ per
day, t~e minimum wage in Mimaropa,
according to the DSWD official.

"Bukod . sa cash-for-work pro ram,
mayroon din po tayong emergency cash
transfer sa higit 1,000 na indibidwal para
sa Agutaya, ~aJa~an, na apektado rill ng
na~gyanng .011 spill sa parte ng Naujan sa
Oriental Mindoro," he said. .

(Apart from the cash-for-workprogram,
we also conducted an emergency cash
transfer to over 1,000 individualf in
Agutaya, .Palawan, '.who were affected by
the 011 spill off Naujan, Oriental Mind ro.)
Macon Ramos-Araneta



NOW IN PALA AN. Philippine Coast Guard personnel examine ~ beach in B rangay Casian,Taytay, Palawan - about 1S9
nautical miles or 29 kilometers away from the waters of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro herEta tanker sank and spilled 800,000 liters of oil
that is proving to b an environmental catastrophe. peG Photos

~
D
lOWER

D
PAGEl
STORY

D
EDITORIAL

D
CARTOON

D
BANNER
STORY



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND
INITIATIVES
SERVICE

~~
o
BANNEII
STORY

[=:J C
EDITCIRIAl CARTO(

A8
TITlE: -I _

PAGE
23

-
NEWSINFO,INQUIREltNfT

fE/CITY/MESSAGE TO "67 o.lNONATIO Al
SATIIHDAY' HARCHu.20'3

WWW .• ~QUIRllR.NET



I"
7

~

~] 0 0 0 0PAGEl BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOONC] STORY STORY
LOWEll

10 .3
PAGE I DATE

~~ ~~::~~TIO',F' INITIATIVES
, SERVICE~

TITlE:~~~~~~~~~==========~~~~--

Nababahala ang mi-
lit nt fisher group na
Pa bansang Lakas ng
Kilusang Mamamala-
ka a ng Pilipinas (Pa-
m lakaya) sa posibleng
m lawakang pagkama-
ta ng mga isda dahil sa
pa kalat ng oil spill mula
sa riental Mindoro.

yon sa Pamalakaya,
da it sa malawakang

Ni ANGIE DELA CR
pagtagas ng langis mula halaan upang mai
sa lumubog na barko, ang ecologic I di aster
nagbabanta ang fish na tiyak na m gsasanhi
kill sa kalapit na lugar ng pagkukul ng sa su-
gaya ng Occidental Min- play ng isda t higit na
doro, Antique at Pala- magpapataas sa presyo
"Van. nito.

Giit ng grupo, dapat Kitala an An ique
magkaroon na ng con- at Palawan ~ng s~an
tingency plan ang pama- nahuhuliang a i dang

tulingan at tambako~a-
yundinang rnalalawa na
taniman n sea wee s.

Nauna ang naiulat
na aabot sl:. P79 mif:0n
ang halaga fig mga s a-
weeds ang apekt do
ng oil spill a lalawi an
ng Antiqu , kung s~an
mahigit 10,000 na a-
ngingisda ang naka sa
sa nasabin!! industri a.

Ininspeksyon ng mga tauhan ng Philippine Coast Gu rd
Brgy. Casian sa Taytay, Palawan matapos makumpirt a n
ang oil spill ula sa lumubog na MT Princess Empres il t
Oriental Mi oro. May kaugnay na istorya sa pahina rPh
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los 30K pamily~ a
I ' n9 oil spill sa Min

os 30,000pamilya angnaapektuhanrig a
mula a lumubongna oil tanker sa Oriental Min oro.

Sa inakahuling datos ng Department of So ial elfare .and
Deve opment (bSWD), apektado na ng oil spil ang [,432 pa-
milya 0 131,996indibidwal. .

M la ang mga ito sa 121barangays sa Orienta Min ro, Pala-wan a Antique.
U abot na saP7 rnilyonghalagang tulongang aipa loobng

DS ,mga local government unit at mga pribad ng ganisasy-
on sa ga apektadong residente.

Na laan din ang ahensya ng P778 million na s ndb funds.' .
Sa antala, sinimulan na nitong Biyernes ngP 'lip me Coast

Guard Local Government Unit at mga volunte r an ~assive
cIeanu drive sa ayan ng Pola, isa sapinakaape do oil spill.
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The oil spill from the tor tanker MT rnces.s Empress,

which sank off the coast f Oriental Mindoro, has reached
Taytay town in Palawan, ccording to the PHilippine Coast
Guard (PCG).

"Umabot na sa baybay-da at
ng Barangay Casian, Tayt y,
Palawan ang epekto ng oil spil ,If

the PCG told reporters in aVi r
message yesterday. "Nang a-
kumpirma ito, agad na sinimulan
PCG ang assessment at paglili
para maitaguyod ang kaligtasan
mga residenie"
PCG personnel visited the f-

fected area after receiving repo
from barangay officials and
Taytay Municipal SocialWelf
and Development Office.
Barangay Casian is arou d

295 kilometers away from t e
waters off Naujan in Orient I
Mindoro.
. PCG spokesman Rear A -
miral Armand. Balilo said fo r
barangays in Poia town we e
severely affected by the oil spil .

"Dahil na rin iyorig barko a
nag-drift sa tapat ng bayan n

Pola," Balilo s .d during yester-
day's public b .efing.
He said th oil spill has af-

fected seven towns in Oriental
Mindoro.
MeanWhile~ the installation

of an oil spil boom covering
1,363 meters ~ the waters off
Barangay Tin gboc in Caluya,
Antique has een completed,
the Department of Environment
and Natural R~~ources (DENR)
reported yeste~~ay.
The oil spill had also reached

Caluya town.
The DENR aid the Environ-

mental Mana ement Bureau
office in Western Visayas, con-
cerned local g?vernment units
and other agencies helped in the
installation of the oil spill boom.
"At least 20 drums of oily

w stes in Barangay Sibolo were
collected," the IDENRsaid.,
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Se ate 0 set
Meanwhile, Sena- resident

Pro Tempore Lore ~2garda is
et to file a re ,olu 0 calling
for a Senate 1 qu J into the
incident,
Legarda ex ress J concern

over.thedetrimental ffectsof the
oil spill on ma ine ctuaries,
including mangrOVE eefs .and
i;;eagrassbeds as wel 'on tour-
'ismand the health of e~idents in
the affeded are"s.

"IcalIon all govern n nt agen-
cies to impleme t sp edy action
on the haJrmcau ed bv t e recent
oil spill to reduc ~dar age to our
ecosyste s and I}shin'~,srounds,
to ease ff its e fects 0 coastal
towns.which are relian on fish-
ing and tourism' r 11 c me, and
most imlfortantl r, to ,e ure our
kababayans' hea h at safety,"
she said.

Empress was c ryi 800,000
liters of industr I fuc when it
sank of the coast )f j town
on Feb.Z

- Wi DM, 01 I omero,
Michael unongbay 1
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Ith execs in Oriental Mindoro say 81 people, mnny of the
-~' ,I I" _-_

sick due to fumes, fou odor
__~------- --------------T~

k s,

Pola was the first amon the 77 coastal villages .from nine
nine towns in the province to de- municipalities t.nder a state of
clare a state of calamity last '1eek calamity to im mediately help
due to the widespread oil s'pill, some 19,000 affected families,
which was still being contained by most of them fishermen.

CITY OF CALAPAN-At least the Philippine Coast Guard (P~G) Task Force Pola was also ac-
81 re idents in the coastal vil- and other government agencies tivated to pursue legal actions
lages of Pola town in Oriental and private organizations. against ROCReleld Marine Ser-
Mind ro have fallen ill due to Officials of the affected vices Inc. (ROC),the operator of
the i dustrial oil spilled by the towns and villages have b en the sunken tanker, due to the
sunk n tanker MT Princess Em- asking villagers to stay away oil spill's impact on the envi-
press that has washed to the from the coastline where the ronment and livelihood of the
shore of the province and has waters have been covered by town and the entire province,
sprea to as far as the waters of thick and black oil due to the according to the PCG.
Pala n. health risks posed by the t·n- In a chat message on Thurs-

In a report on Friday, the dustrial oil spilled by MT Pr n- day, Pola Mayor Jennifer Cruz
Orien al Mindoro provincial cess Empress when it sank on said the task force has discussed
healt office (PHO) said most of Feb. 28 in the waters off Naujan moves to sue the tanker's own-
those etting sick suffered from town in Oriental Mindoro. er "for the damage incurred"
nause , vomiting, loose bowel by the town, adding that the
move ent, sore throat, eye irri- Legal action local government was "serious"
tation, back pain, fever, difficul- The spillage, which has also about holding the tanker's op-
ty in reathing and headaches endangered marine protected erator responsible for the ill ef-
believ d to have been caused by areas in Oriental Mindoro, has fects of the spillage.
the fu es and foul odor coming since spread to its neighboring The Maritime Industry Au-
from e spilled oil. provinces, first in Antique and thority (Marina] has already

Ac ording to the PHO, most now in Palawan. issued a show cause order to
of the patients were children On March 6, the Orien- ROCto explain what happened.
ages 2 to 17 and elderly resi- tal Mindoro provincial board It also suspended ROC's safety
dents es 60 to 75. passed a resolution declaring certificate.-===~~~~~~----------~~~~~~~~~~===fIL-~I ---------

By adon a Virola,
Dex er Ca alza
and eraldford Ticke
@Te mInquirer
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area. But as to the volum of dil for external affairs, expresse
and how long it has been ffec - "the company's commitment
ed, we are still checking," abay to address the cleanup and con-
told the Inquirer on Frida . tainment of tile oil spill."

Citing photos ca tured RDC said it tapped two con-
from the affected area, abay tractors, Harbor Star, Shipping
said the volume was "not eally Services and Malayan Towage
alarming" and a cleanup pera- and Salvage Corp., to assist n
tion was underway. the cleanup. Both compani s

"At a distance of abo t 30 helped in the aftermath of the
kilometers from wher t¥ oil spill in Guimaras province
tanker sank and consi ering in August 2006,.considered the

Palawan, too that it has been 10 days, there is worst in Philippine history.
The Provincial Environment a big possibility that it is Ifrom The PCG said Japan wou d

an Natural Resources Office there," he said. send a disaster relief expert
sai it had started hard assess- The barangay is 159 auti- team on oil removal and control
me ts and fuel fingerprinting cal miles or 295 km south f the to augment the country's man-
in II of the affected villages to waters of Naujan. power and assets. The United
det rmine the extent of the en- The PCG said it ha der States and South Korea also
vir nmental damage. ployed personnel to Casi n to committed to help the country.

n Palawan, Capt. Dennis Rem clean up the oil slick along its PCG spokesperson Rear
Lab y, Coast Guard Palawan dis- beaches. Adm. Armando Balilo earlier a -
tric commander, confirmed the mitted it would be difficult for
pre ence of an oil slick in Casian, Company's commitme~t . . responders to conduct salvage
an . land village of Tayt~y town The PCG has previous y in, operations because the vesse
no of the province, noting that stalled booms in the wate s off sank at a depth of 400 meters
it as likely from the ~hPrin- Naujan as part of its co tain] and the agency has no submer-
ces Empress. ment and recovery operati ns. ible mechanical equipment that

'A few hours ago, we ver- In a statement on Mo day! can reach the area to siphon off
ifie the presence of oil:....:::in.:....::.th=e.:..-_F=-r:..:i~tz:..:i=e_T=-e=-e:..c,..:;R..:;D=-C.=.-Vlc.::·.::cce~c:.rc:.es9"'d:...:;e=n:u..-_t=h=..:e::.ci=n:.:d:.:u:.:s~tr:..:i=alfuel. INQ

According to Sharo Aledo,
sp kesperson for Marina, MT
Pri cess Empress is covered by
a r-billion protection and in-
de nity insurance fo~ "every
inc dent" including an ~il spill.

The oil tanker was carrying
:; 80 ,000 liters of industrial oil,

als called "black oil," cohsidered
to e highly toxic and ha!rmful to
the environment, when \t sank.

1
I
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Naujan,
Oriental

Mindoro is
295 ki ometers

a ay from
Taytay,

alawan.

Oil
~

pillreache

Oil leaking from a sunken tanker in
Nauj: ! Oriental Mindoro has spread to
Pala 11, the Philippine Coast Guard said
on Fr day.

Th PCG said its personnel immediately
proce ded to the Barangay Casian, Taytay,
2% ilometers away from Naujan, after
villag Captain Norbert Lim reported the
oil spi I to the Municipal Social Welfare and
Devel pment Office.

Me' nwhile, PCG spokesperson Rear
Admtra! Aflpand Balila said their
pers nnel co tducted a simultaneous

DATE
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IOil spill umabot na sa
~inumpirma kahapon ng PhiliPPin~ as

(PCG) na umabot na sa lalawigan ng la
epekto ng oil spill dulot ng paglubog n f

1il
ta

MT Princess Empress sa Naujan, Orient I Mi
Ayon sa PCG, namataan na sa bay~ ~in n

gataFl ng Barangay Casian sa Taytay, ~Iaw
oil spill. Iniulat ito ni Barangay Captain rbe

Agad namang umaksyon ang PCG \"l na ~dala
ng tauhan sa naturang barangay habang gtu!il0 na
rin ang mga opisyal ng Municipal Social elf and
Development Office ng Taytay sa apekt~ ng I

Humigit-kumulang 159 nautical mile 0
lometro ang layo ng Brgy.Casian, Tayta~, ala
katubigan ng Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

Nang makumpirma ito, agad na sinimu
ang assessment at paglilinis para maif
kaligtasan ng mga residente.

Noong Pebrero 28 nang lumubog an
karagatan ng bayan ng Naujan habang In
800,000 litro ng industrial oil.

Nagpaplano ngayon ang mga lokal na pis I ng
Oriental Mindoro partikular na ang bayan 9 P I na
magsampa ng kaso laban sa may-ari ng ark ahil
sa pinsalang idinulot nito sa kalikasan at agi sa
kabuhayan at kalusugan ng mga residente

Nabatid naman sa Maritime Industr Aut Irity(MARINA) na naka-insure ang barko sa h laga $1
bilyon, na dapat na umano.ngi-claim ng ma ari n t na
ROCReieldMarine Services (ROC)upang akat ng
sapagresponde sa insidente at pag-ako s ka ng
responsibilidad. 0 ito Garcia

l~ __
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or .1
apan dispatch, d a disaster-relief expert team to
the Philippine to look into the oil-spilldisaster
in Oriental . doro. .
Arriving in Manila on 10 March, the team

collaborated ith the Philippine Coast Guard
o assess the extent f damage and guide its ongoing
il removal and cont 01.
"We hope that t e support from the Japanese

overnment Will con ribute in preventing further oil
ontamination and r toring the marine environment
. the affected areas," Japanese Ambassador Kazuhiko
oshikawa said.
The team consist of eight members: two from
e Embassy of Ja an in the Philippines; five,
pan Coast Guard; tree, National Strike Team (an
ert unit in oil rem val); one, Japan International »

r
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HELP - Phili pine coast Guard (PCG) Vice Admiral Dep

Admi istration Ronn e Gil Gavan (left) welcomes the officersiand
eeas Guard Special earn at the PCGNational Coast Watch Center i I

.2023. Th~ Japanese isaster Relief Team will help in cleaningl up ~
th~ sinking of an oi anker in the waters off Oriental Mindoro on
Ca~lo de Vela)

Commandant for
en of the Japanese
ani/a on March 10,
oil spill caused by
b. 28, 2023. (JUCIn
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iabilities of I lommon.carrie ·s
the chart rer of a sea-going v: s el11ablefor damages
lting fro . a collision betwee the chartered vessel
a passen r ship?
is was t issue which the tltprem1.Court had to
ve when e High Tribuna as asked to decide
was ulti ately liable for th ~amag~s claimed by
eirs of so e of the passenge ~who ~erished in the

tra c collisio between MV Vec sr, a tramping motor
ta er owned and operated by ector Shipping Corp.,
an MV Danai az, which was 0 ned ana operated by

H I0 0 E Sulpicio Li es, '
On Dee. 9 19&7,MTVector left

fl., END Limay, Bata: h for Masbate, carry-
~ I ing barrels rpetroleum shipped

by Caltex P 'liPPin~ by virtue of .
a charter co had b .tween Vector
Shipping a the shi powner and
Caltex as t11.charte r.
. Meanwh l~, on Dec. 20, 1987, .

passenger s [p MV Dona Paz left
the Port of lj'ac1qbapheaded for
Manila, car ying with it 59 crew
members a d 1,49p passengers

~"cumb. """,C':";:::,:::',,,,':::: ,:',,:::;> """':,::A!! as indicate in the [Coast Guard
clearance. .

Ajtabout 10 0 pm of Dec. 20, t two vel'sels c~llided.
All ,he crew embers of MV Do a fa?; d,ed while two
from MT Vecto survived. Of the 4 000 pas~engers which
Dona.Paz adu ly carried, most 0 whom were not in the
passenger ma [fest, only 24 survi ed ..

ieheirs 0 two passengers w 0 perished sued Sul-
pici Lines, wich in turn filed a hird-party complaint
ag . st Vector hipping and Calt x ~

ere, the ppreme Court he J. that altex as the
Chalr~t~rerwas o.t liable for clam ges un er Philippine
mar time laws
I this parti lar case,what Calt and VectorShipping

ente ed into is hat is known as ~ont!radtof affreight-
ment which is kind of charter p. rlr.
Alcontract 0 affreightment is 0 ~?y which the owner

of CJ. vessel le es the whole of art of the vessel to a
me~' hant or 0 her person for the convey~nce of goods
in nsideratiqn of the payment f freigh . It can either
be time chart r, wherein the yes e~is lea ed for a fixed
. peri~d of tiro.e lor a voyage chart r, wher in the ship is
leas~d for a SI gle voyage. .
~It whether it be a time charter r a vqyage charter, the

shi ' owner su lies the ship's sto ~,pay-sfr the wages
of t master a d the crew, and pa s for th expenses for
the aintenan e of the ship. '
I a contrac of affreightment, ~ shipo ner remains

the wner in p ssession and con Of of th~ ship and the
nav~ ation. Th charterer is free rom liability to third
per~ ns as a co sequence of that p .icular royage of the
ves~ 1covered y the charter par ~r contract. .
I . a voyage harter, the maste nd crew remain in

the mploy of e owner of the v sel 'w~ile in a bare-
boat char.ter, t e master and crew a)reemployees of the
char~er~r," 'I

e High C also-explained 1t in a vpyage charter
suc as th.e on entered into betw n Caltex and Vector
Shipping, the s powner remains asa cpmnl.Oncarrierwhich
im1~edlYwarr is the seaWOrthiniOf the Vesselas a con-
seq. en~eofwhi , a pas~enger~r a per o~goods has no
ob~. ~ti~n~~ ~g~I?ection !:.. hi and its crew.

----~--~~--------

ced of its seaworthi ess, allowi g it to
e voyage in the fir place

articular case, the curt co ':lu ded the
t liable to reimburs Sulpic a L n s for
es which the latter' adjudged to pay

man carrier, the shi wner is pn's med
nless it can;p'rove at it exercised ex-
diligence in lhetran port of par 'engers
or that the loss or amage vas due to
vents or other exem ting circumstances
ted in the Civil Co
ntly! oil tanker M Princess l: mpress,
ROC Reield Marin Services s =nk off
indoro while carry' g 800,000 liters of
uel oil under a voy. e char er (0 tract
lipper'or charterer. T e resulting III spill
en reached the shor s of several nearby
ges and is now thre ten' g cor \1reefs,
, and marine life.
emains as a comma carrier oy virtue of

ed to be nc gligent
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s~ ATOR hristopher
"Bo g" Goexpre sed his con-
ce for theheal andsafetyof
tho~eaffected bthe oil spill
cau~edby the si ing ofamo-
torJnker off ~a jan town in
Ori ntalMindor onFebmary
28.

e also urged uthorities to
hol accountable ose respon-
sibl for the incid nt.

~

anambush' terviewafter
aid' g fire victim inBarangay
Tata on in Quez n City, Go,
Ch~lr of the Senat Committee
on l1ealth, highlig ted that the
imp~ct of the spi extends far
bey nd just the a fected indi-
vidu ls.asfishand thermarine
life qould be cont minated by
the or, potentially arming any-
oneiho consum s them and
the cosystem as I whole ..

" apat po ay win ng go-
bye oanglahat. indilangpo
ang ~ga kababay natin ang

~

apektadodito.'y gmgaisda,
kak . 'yun.kun safepabang

. . angmgaisd," expressed
Go.

G!:>noted that e extent of
the spill makes it difficult to
clean up, requiring e involve-
mentofentitieswi h theneces-
sary hpertise and resources.

"Haba ng oil s ill na 'yan,
napakahirap pong inisinn'yan
sodapatpoaygaw ngparaan
kun~sino po ang ay kakaya-
han,' Gdsaid.

1/ a caused e oil spill,
kayo oanggumas osattulun-

gan p'0r of course, ng gobyer-
no para apabilis," he added.

He t en called for the gov-
emme to ensure resources
are m imized for the cleanup
effort, s well as to hold the
respo ible party accountable
for thei actions.

"Da at gawan ng paraan at
manag t ang naglcause ng oil
spill. q stusan n'yo po para
malinis yan.Kawawaanginga-
ordinaryong marnamayan,"
urged Go.

"Tayp nga, nililinisan natin
ang coastal, bawal nga mag-
tapond~atngplaStiCSakaraga-
tan, ita a oil, ang Wrap nitong
linisin,' eadded.

The affected towns in Orien-
tal Mindoro include Naujan,
Pola, P' amalayan, Gloria, Ba-
sud, Bo gabong, Roxas, Man-
salay, 9 Bulalacao, accord-
ing to a Ii port from the Provin-

DATE
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I I Bong Go: May-ari ng ar
~ panagutin sa oil s Jll
I Nagpahayag ng pagkabahala si Senat r C 11to- '
I ,.P.)1er"Bong" Go sa kalusugan at kaliptas ~ n ga
' • apektado ng oil spill dulot ng paglubog ng i <jlng tor
. tanker sa bayan ng Naujan sa Oriental Min oro ng
; Pebrero 28.
I Kaugnay nito, hinimok ni Go ang mga a orid

Ipanagutin ang mga responsable sa insiden e.
Sa isarg panayam matapos tulungan ang

biktima ng sunog sa Barangay Tatalon sa Q ezo
ldiniin ni Go, chair ng Senate committee on heal ,
.Iilg epekt? ng oil spill ay higit pa sa mga a ekta
nribidwal.

Ang mga isda at loa pang marine life ani ay
aaaring malason ng langis at posibleng m kapi s la

a sinumang makakonsumo sa kanila at Sa cosy t m
kabuuan. .
"Dapat po ay gawin ng gobyerno ang la at. i di

~

ng po ang mga kababayan natin ang ape ado ~o.
' ling mga jsda, kakainin 'yun, kung safe pa b rg k i in

rig mga isda," ani Go. . I
Sinabi ni Go na ang lawak ng spill ay n gpa roi-

l>sa paglilinis, na nangangailangan ng pa [aho . 9
ga entity na may kadalubhasaan at kaka aha a

roblemang ito. .
"Haba ng oil spill na 'yan, napakahlrap p ng Ii if.·n

rj'yan so dapat po ay gawan ng paraan kun sin o
ng may kakayahan," sabi ni Go.

"Who caused the oil spill, kayo po ang gu astqs at
t lungan po, of course, ng gobyerno para m pab'lis,"

agdag niya.
Nanawagan siya sa gobyerno na tiyaki na

~ sources ay rriaima-maximize sa cleanup effo
p nagutin flng responsableng partido sa ani!

ga aksyor],

II
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,wift action bythe go ernment
is eeded to head of what i&
sh ping up to be al disaster
th economic effects of which
re idents said could e worse
th n the just-ended c onavirus
p demic.

On 28February,the
Princess Empre carrying

80 ,000 liters of indu trial fuel
oil sunk off the coast 0 Oriental

. doro.An ecological . tmare
olded before the nat on in the

da s that followed.
TheDepartmentof . nment

an Natural Resources estimates
it . take up to four onths to
cl an Up the Qil spill: bile th~ ,
e nomicbacklash willl Iongen

The oilhas spread to ore than
13 kilometers fromthe ite where
th ship sank after its engine died in rough weather. Stro
cents have rendere useless the oil booms put in plac~
co tain the slick.

Thick oil from the Vi ssel has contaminated the waters IW
be ches of nine muni ipalitiee along the coast of Orient

. doro province and eatens to afflict Palawan next.
Reports said the o' as. reaehed the VlSayanprovinc~
tique, with fears of' heading further south. i
Ecology'groups said oil spills like the Guirnaras inciden .

2 6 have long-termim acts on *e environment, including h
bi diversity of affected cosysteifls.

Oilspillscan some' es be felt even30years after the trage ,
ca ing irreparable d age to corals, seagrass, and mangro~e .

The economies of ommunities that depend on mann
re ources fortheir live' oodconsequentlyare expected to suJife
fo the same duration. I

Environmental gro' p Center for Energy, Ecology, an
D velopment cited c ptured images showing livelihoo

certainties for the r idents o~Oriental Mindorowhose Ii"
ar now on pause.

Fishermen worrythe impact willbe "worsethan Covid,"aft
th local government . sued a noflshing order, leaving the
wi h no alternative live' oodto tide them overthe next mont

Fish vendors and ot er residents whose sources of incom
. ar jobs generated by t~ism are also reeling from the impa

a are asking for an ediate government response.
Waters within and eyond the country's marine treasur ,

th Verde Island pass;e or VIP, are being threatened.
VIP is a biodiversi hotspot known to have the highe

co centration of mar' e species in the world.
Latest estimates r veal that over 36,000 hectares 0

m ngroves, coral ree s, and seagrass will potentially b
af aeted ?y thA Ml1n-m de disa$t~~.t_. -'-- __

\ \
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rie ~. MIndoro
alone ave been robbed of their livelihood fis g activities
are for iblyput on hold, cleric Edwin GariI z, I d convenor
of Pro~ et VIP,said. .

Ove half of the households in Oriental . dor
vario . Ievels of food insecurity. CEED ~a t
sufferii g in the ~ocalfishing industry will c ~t t
affecte by the spill at least Pl1.S billion.

The tourism sector, whi h rs ed in P3.5
billion for the province of rie al Mindoro
alone in 2019,'also faces se ere disruption.

Tourism workers as we provincial
revenues are bound to s ffer billions, of
pesos in losses with the o· spi '(occurring
near the peak summer mo ths.

. Civicgroups said the own rs 0 he vessel,
RDCReield Marines Service , of the oil,
it was carrying should be ~e1fiac ountable.

"This is not the. first t~e t a vessel
carrying highly polluting f els lraked its
contents into the VIP's ate 5, yet no
sufficient measure is in plac th could have
prevented this latest oilspill m curring or
causing as massive a devastat on it already

has," Fr. Gariguez said.
Yet, tle owner of the industrial oil rem ins unknown.

Compani s involved in the transport of the el should be
made to ay reparation to the communities d s ulder the
environm ntal rehabilitation requirements.

Needl ss to sa~ the government response ho d also be
resolute d quick to mitigate the frightening eff cts of,the
mega er.
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Quezon C will host this yea's
Earth Hour celebration in t e
Philippines0 25 Marchat the Quez n
Git;yMemori Circle in partners 'p
with the W rId Wide Fund f r
Nature-Philip ines.

Mike.e Qo uangco-Jaworski, te
country's E h Hour ambassad r .
said, that fro the lights' ,"symbolc
switching<lff,Earth Hourhas beco e
t~e largest, rassroots moveme t
, ~~--~~~~~------------~------~r-~.-~~~---------+-----
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BY JINGVIL to which the Philippines is t~ to
participant among 193countries.

.Shesaid that since QuezonCityj me
Earth Hourin 2015, it has alwaysb en ~
finalist-in the international One P anet
Challenge.

On 25 March, at exactly 8:30 .m.
the city government will switc of
the lights of the Quezon City Me oria
Circle pylon and other city gover en
buildings for an hour.

Residents and business owns
also be encouraged to switch of

TITlE: II
I----===::j:::=-~;---~~h==--':'}-...---.---~~--~+b-- r'P~GE

QCh'stingPhlEa. Hour '2
~~~~--~--~,--~~

During, the lights-off prope , a
, symbolic run spearheaded by fit ess

and environmental conservat on
enthusias. ts Will.take place at pe
QCMC, signifying the power I~f
collectiveaction in achievinga fqt e
where Filipinos live in harmony Jth
nature'.

QChas been working with
Philippinesand Earth Hourfor sev ral
years and was also the city hos of
Earth Hour in 2015which also f ok
place at QCMC. '
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non-essential jights.
Before th actual Earth Hour, the

QCClimate C ange an~ Environmental '
Sustainabili r Depar~ment an] the
Genderand elopme~t CouncilOffice
will host the Padyak r;tgKababaihan
para sa Kalikilsan cycllng even and a
scavenger hunt for the youth.

Boothsfromvarious fon-gove nment
organizations :ndsocialenterpriseswith.
climateand emrironmen,adv i swill
also be set up around he premi es of
Liwasang Aurora.

t-
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• The 400-hectare Lower Ma at Tourism Park managed by the provincial government of NUeVaj izc ya will soon have its Wildlife Rescue Center.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO .

ueva Vi caya watershed ma
lHE Department of Enviro ment
and Natural Resources ( ENR)
Region 2 (Cagayan Valle) has
lauded the Nueva Vizcay pro-
vincial local government ( LGU)
for effective management f the
400-hectare Lower Maga Eco-
tourism (LMET) Park in to town
of Diadi..

To further improve th ir re-
gion's watershed manage ent,
the DENR-Region 2 commi ed to
extend its assistance for the P GU's
renewal of the 25-year ower
Magat Forest Reserve (LMF ) co-
management agreement hich
has effectively managed the MET
park.

This memorandum of gree-

ment (MoA) was signed by the
former Environment secretary
and then-Nueva Vizcaya governor
Rodolfo Agb yani in 1997.

In an LM R Steering Commit-
tee meeting DENR 2 Executive
Director G endolyn Bambalan
recommen1fd the conduct of a
joint DENRtPLGU performance
evaluation in preparation for the
sUbmission~f the complete staff
work to indu e the 25-year project
accomplish ent report.

She also encouraged the Envi-
ronmental Management Bureau
to facilitate the processing of
the application of the forest
reserve's environmental compli-
ance certificate.

aqernent la d.1

Wildlife resource
center

The LMFR ste rin committee
agreed to for alize a MoA for
the establish enttf a Wildlife
Rescue Center wit in the park.

N'ueva Vizc ya ov. Carlos
Padilla said the PLGU has
recorded ap roxi m ately 50
wildlife specie including 39 in-
dividuals with n thf ecotourism
site includin the Philippine
serpent eagle, green rat snake
and peacock.

Bambalan aid the PLGU-
LMET park ill nsure sus-
tainable wild ife abitat and

• f

Iodiversity cons rvation, and
so on will cater to the n dical

eeds of rescued f na s ecies
fOJ their immed ale • ecovery
before they will be released into
the wild.

"Wildlife is impor .ant in
maintaining the ecological bal-
ance of nature. We need 'hem to
sustain life, H she said, a ding
that the facility .ll ca .er to
wildlife monitoring activities in
the southern part of the region.

Bambalan said th is will
strengthen biodiversity action
against the presence of e dan-
gered and threater ed vildlife
species, and even the rex:n ion.

LEANDER C DO NGO
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pite resiilienc
lihood of Fili-

roach

Yulo-Loyzaga said that the Mind-
anao region equ res a localized
and context liz d approach as
she assured s ake olders that the
DENR will c ntinue its extensive
consultations cross all local com-
munities.

'The Minda ao region is blessed
with a rich, mp ex, social and
natural histo . It is in the inter-
section of thi soci and. h ical

nacks Mindanao cli
CAGAYAN DE ORO: The Dep rtment of Minda ao and ensuring that threatening I e li
of Environment and atural the DENR'$ policies are culturally pinos in the s u
Resources (DENR) a d the sensitive to the needs of the diverse
Bangsamaro Autonom us Re- communi ies and Indigenous
gion in Muslim Mindanao groups in the region.
(BARMM) signed a me oran- The Mop' is part of DENR's
dum of understanding (MoU) effort to ~tablish partnerships
to promote the Minda ao cli - toward common environment and
mate resilience plan. natural resources goals.

Environment Secreta Ma- A 2022 iWorld Bank Country
ria Antonia Yulo-Loyza a and Climate and Development Report
BARMMMinistryofEnvir nment, warned that Mindanao will ex-

.Natural Resources and Energy perience dfought in the coming
Minister Akmad Brahim e tered a decades, while flooding has also.
partnership to share their ertise .increased, endangering the rich
in conserving the rich re ources resources and food security, and

geography that both risk
portunities reside, Yulo-
said.

"Creating and buiknr.g these
opportunities, and mi Igating the
risks require partners hips that
lead to a new type of agency based
on competent and committed
eadership that prioritizes human

development, sus ainable local
economies, resilien infras cture
and underpinning all of these
ecosystems that suppo 1human
security, food, water, energy, peace
and equity, n she added.
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'Green movement
faces painful
confrontation
with reality'
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who loy-
ally fol- -------+
low this column because of my dil -
gent monitoring of the climate deba e
may be misled by my recent focus 0

the South China Sea, Unclos (Unite
Nations Convention on the Lawof ~
Sea), and the rivalry between Chi
and the United States.
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ovemett faces painful o n rontation with reality'
This is a tempo ary change in mea~s ~f pr~duction, environ- purp~rted. y ~11the grounds. of dark, unhappy ending:

perspective, dicta ed by events. ment~hsm alms to change the copyright I fringement for usmg
I remain an unr constructed means of production themselves, a few s~co ds ~f .footage of rare (Green tyranny
skeptic on clirnat change and GreeJs want to reverse the In- earth rnme als oemg transported
renewable energy. . dustrial Revolution, which they from Inne Mo golia. Attacked I want to bookend Mr. Darwall's

I want to intr duce readers see as the original sin of mod- by clima~ scientist Michael article with the comments of a Ger-
today to the work (Rupert Dar- ern dvilization for unleashing Mann for con~aining 'distor- manbookreviewet WoJfga:n~;MulleI;
wall! a German pol cy analyst and global, setf-sust~ini~g econo~ic tions; ~al tru,ths and lies:. a.nd on DarwaIl's book. Green Tyranny
corporate strategi t who I have growtp they claim Is.destroymg· for serving as a wedge to divide Acton.org, Jan. 8, 2018). He wrote:
sometimes quoted n my columns the p~anet: Growth, though, is the enviro me tal community,' "The subtitle of Rupert Oar-
on climate issues Mr. Darwall something people want. At a the ban wa subsequently lifted. wall's book about 'the totalitari-
is the author of t e book Green minimum, maintaining people's '£cono~' c growth is the big- an roots of the climate-i ldustrial
Tyranny: The Torall arian Roots of living standards is something gest wedg div~ding committed complex' seems designed to ap-
the Climate Indus isl Complex. every political party other than greens fro tqeir more prag- peal to readers who are already

On March 3, 20 3, in the UK the Greens, with their one MP, matic fell~W travelers and the . skeptical about current climate
Spectator, Mr. D rwall wrote must promise.vcters, even if their vested int estsl supporting and change and environmentalist
an article that wi I force green policies won't or can't deliver it. 'often fina cing them. In ~is re- policies. Green Tyra11Iiy is a
energy advocates t sit up: "The "Ihough triumphant, environ- cent 'Net ero .Review: Tory MP must-read for every person who
green movement f ces a painful mentalism harbors an internal Chris Skid ore falls n'etzero 'the cherishes freedom a. d who
confrontation wit reality: contradiction, Its favored energy growth oPfortunity of the 21st wants to know how environmen-

The article is bri f, incisive and policy of replacing nuclear and century' In,tead of analyzing the talism could become so powerful
penetrating in its arguments. I fossil fuels that power modern . ~osts of ne zerp, the Skidmore that, in some countries, it seems
quote it in full he : sodet with wind and solar re- report is Ii tie more than a wish like a new state religion.

"Environmental srn is the rul- quires the industrialization of . list drawn up by rent-seeking "Darwall presents a wealth of
ing ideology of 0 r times. For- nature, with energy production renewable ~nergy interests ('the detail to explain how apowerful
get neoliberallsm. That peaked taking a vastly expanded envi- prize on 0 er to UK industry'). Green/Left network managed to
around 2000 and s definitively ronmental footpr!pt, True be levers, on the other occupy kty political positions in
dethroned by the nancial crisis "Ea~lier this week, Greta Thun- hand, don' wa1t growth of any Europe and the US, and to establish
in 2008, the sam year Parlia- berg "tas detained by Norwegian kind. De-gr wth swhattheyseek. (orgaincontrolof)instituticnsthat
ment passed the Cl mate Change police in a protest demanding One of the oremost advocates of give them unquestioned authority
Act which paved t e way for net the rerpoval of 151 wind turbines renewablee ergyis Amory lovins, over the subject. Leamingaboutthis
zero. "Since then, environmen- from [elndeer pastures used by who in 19 . founded the Rocky development it is particularly frus-
talism has won ictory after .Sami herders in central Norway. Mountain lititute as a renewable tratingto read how thesein •.tiutions
victory, so it migh appear para- Such dashesare likely to become energy thin tank.' were often created byfinandng from
doxical that one 0 the founders more Ifrequent. Compared to "'It'd be littlb short of disas- very wealthy donors.
of the British gre n movement nuclear and fossil fuel energy, trous for u to discover a source "Darwall also examines indi-
struck a defeatist note. Speak- wind and solar are low density of clean, ch liP, abundant energy vidual policies designed tc stave
ing at an event to celebrate the energy! sources. This necessitates' because of wha we would do off climate change. In the case of
Green Party's 50 anniversary, a massive land take, impacting with it,' Lov ns said in a,1977 in- Germany with its 'Eneqril'wende,'
Michael Benfield s ggested that the integrity of local habitats, the terview.'w" oug?t to be looking the effort to decarbonize the
t~e 'battle for th world's en- destruft\on of birds of prey by the for energy our es that are ad- economy he proves that even after
vironmental survi al is, at this blades of wind turbines and the equate for ur needs.' Adequacy, billions of dollars in government
moment, lost: Th Greens had mass killing of bats from the pres- not abunda

t
cy, is the true green spending and ever-rising electric-

succeeded in raisi g conscious- sure Wfves of wind turbines, all in goal. For co mi~ted greens, the i~~costs for consumers, Germany's
ness, Benfield said, 'but we have the name of saving the planet. The virtue of ren wable energy is that C02 emissions remain basically
failed in dealing w th the battle local iJ sacrifi.ced for the global. it is neither hea~nor abundant the same. Meanwhile, the grid's
for environmental urvival. . -Th~s contradiction was the because re~laci &. fossil fuels stability has continuously' deterio-

"Any ideology cJai ing to repre- subject of Michael Moore's 2020 with renew~bles elps push eco- rated. Despite its obvious absence
sent the sole path to alvation from movie 'Planet of the Humans: nomic gro,th i to reverse. . of success, Germany relies more
an otherwise inevita leapocalypse The film sparked outrage for "The net~3ero target was adopt- heavily upon wind farms and
- in this case a plan tary one - is showing how environmentalism ed on the basis t>f the Committee :photovoltaic solar power systems.
bound to have a s bering con- morphed into a tool of green on Climate Change's fairy tale "Darwall is adamant when he re-
frontation with reaJi . As Benfield corporate power. Josh Fox, maker 'of ever cheaper renewable costs. gards environmentalism as a serious
admits, the scale of e solutions he of the tendentious anti-fracking The realization is now dawn- threatto freedom and cites alarming
believes necessary ar too unpalat- movie 'Gasland,' denounced ing that, like everything else, examples of how the Green agenda
able for any political party. Moore for touting 'blatantly renewables need cheap fossil managed to influence not only

untrue fossil fuel industry talk- fuels. With ews that 0rsted, the politics, but public opinion and
ing points: even though they Danish. win1d energy company, industrial policy as well:
were be~ng made by l~ft-leaning could shel~~ the ~ornsey Three Let's see if green propagandists
academics, Fox organized a pe- offshore WI d project unless the will dismiss Rupert Darwall's
tition demanding an apology government provides more sub- writings as fake news. The charge
and retraction of Moore's film: sidy, it is becoming clearer each of "de-growth" is devastating.
You'Tube complied and took day that this part cular fairy tale - --------
down 'Planet of the Humans,' is shaping p to be one with a

I "In terms of econ mics, envi-
ronmentalism is a ore radical
ideology than classi al Marxism.
Whereas Marxism was about
changing the own ship of the

tJ.
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TIE United States, in partnership with
more than 60 civil society organizations
(CSOs), hosted a summit in Pue~o Princesa

City, Palawan to coordinate action;r marine
biodiversity conservation and prote .op in the
coastal areas of Northern Luzon, M ndoro and
Palawan that face the South China S a.

United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAid)
Mission Director Ryan Washburn
highlighted the- US government's
continued commitment to sup-
porting local stakeholders in con-
serving marine resources from il-
legal, unreported and unregulated
fishing activities of domestic and
foreign fleets.

He said that the United States
as "an enduring friend, partner
and ally" will "support sustain-
able fishing practices, strengthen
food security and advance the
onservation of marine ecosystems
s we work toward achieving our
hared goal of inclusive growth,

and a free, prosperous and secure
Indo-Pacific re&ion."

The CSOs' * rnit was orga-
nized as a follow-up to the visit of
USVicePresident Kamala Harris to
Palawan in NovCp1ber2022 where

she underscored the importance of
the US-Philipp in s partnership in
creating economic opportunities
and protecting cokstal ecosystems
throughout the region.

Palawan Third District Rep.
Edward Hagedorn acknowl-
edged that "the protection and
preservation of t~e West Philip-
pine Sea is a herculean task that
requires collective, whole-of-
nation action."

He added that ~e gathering of
representatives from universities,
nongovernmental organization
municipal fisherfolk peoples' or-
ganizations, comtnercial fishers'
associations, the private sector,
cooperatives and alliances can
help "prepare a c mrnpp agenda
and action plan roteping West
Philippine Sea res urces, and ad-
dressing food see rity and liveli-
hood issues."
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• USAid Philippines Missio Director Ryan Washburn and USAid,Dlversity, Equity, Inclusion a d Accessibility Senior Adwiser Kathryn Booker-Veloz turn over
three fish dryers and freez rs to the women of the Tagburos fishing village in Puerto Princes City, Palawan.CONTRII~UTED PHOTO

Equipment and
environment gra ts

in the fishing village ofTagburos.
The two USAid officials also

joined pa ners from the Gerry
Roxas Fouhdation to award envi-
ronment grants valued at P64 mil-
lion to four local organizations:
Nagkakaisang Tribu ng Palawan,
Palawan Biodiversity Conservation
Advocates, World Wide Fund for
Nature an Community-Centered'

Conservati n. Through these
grants, the C as ~ill implement
Palawan-bas d projects on bio-
diversity co servation, wildlife
protection, n tural resource man-
agement and ocal climate actions.

The USAi is implementing
three biodiv rsity conservation
projects cov ring the Philippine'
waters in th So th China Sea,

I

including Fish Right; the Sustain-
able Interventions for BIodiversity,
Oceans and Landscapes; and
Investing in Sustainability and
Partnerships for Indusi ve Growth
and Regenerative Ecosystems.
These three projects haw a com-
bined value of P4.3 billion in
development assistance from the
US government.

While in Puerto Prince a City,
Washburn and USAid iversity,
Equity, Inclusion and Acc ssibility
Senior Adviser Kathryn Bo ker-Ve-
loz handed over freezers a d other
fish drying materials v lued at
P300;OOOto women ass ciations
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FARIS, Fr nee (~FP) - Plas ic

polt?tion in t e wor d's oceans 1jl s
. rea~hed "unpr ceden ed levels" or r
the past 15 ye rs, a 'new study, s
fou d, calling for a ~egally bind g
tntEjrnational tr aty to stop the har -
ful ~aste. .

I pcean plasti pollLJtion is a pers~ -
, ten~ problem a ound the globe - aJ;1f-

mats may beco e entangled in larger
pieces of plasti like fishing nets, or
ingest micropl sties that eventually
enter the food hain to be consumed
bVbumans.

Research pu Iished on Wednesday
f 'U d that th re are an estima~, d

170 trillion pieces of plastic, ?1ai
microplastics, on the surface :of tl
world's oceans today, much of it di
carded since 2005.

«Plastic pollution in the worl '
oceans during the past 15 years h
reached unprecedented levels," s
the study, published in open-acce
journal PLOS One.
, . The amounts were higher th
previous estimates; and the stu
found that the rate of plastic enteri
the oceans could accelerate severa
fold in the coming decades if I
unchecked.

Researchers took plastic sampl
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dented'since oos
from over 11,000 stations around the
world focusing on f 40-year period
between 1979 and 2019 .

They found no trends until 199 ,
then a fluctuation in trends between
1990 and 2005. After that, the samples
skyrocket.

«We see a really rapid increase
since 2005 because there is a rapid
increase in production and also a
limited number of policies that are
controlling the release of plastic into
the ocean," contributing author Lisa
Erdle told AE'P.

The sources of pl stic pollution in
the ocean ale nume ous.

~eswith
agement sys-
e to help the
ce just a small
s are. properly
ten ending up

Recycling, ev n
advanced waste m
terns, has done Ii
pollution problem s
percentage of plas
recycled and much
in landfills instead.

If landfills a);~ n properly man-
aged, plastic was~e leech into the
environment, event lly making its
way to oceans.

«We really w se ~a lack of recy-
ding, ~ flood of to :. products and
packaging," Erdle s .

The rates of pla :ic waste were
seen to recede at spm points between
1990 and 2005, if/.P f because there
were some effective licies in place
to control poll uti ' n.

Fishing gear li~ nets and buoys
fte, ' end up in the middle of the
cear, -;umped or ropped by acci-
ent, wnile things lke clothing', car
ires and single-u e plastics often
ollute nearer to t coast.

They eventually reak down into
fcroplastics, whic Erdle said can

ook like «confetti n the surfa e of
he ocean."

'Flood of toxicp oducts' r
On current trend ,plastic use will

early double from 12019 across IG20
ountries by 2050, reaching 451 mil-

l on tons each year, according td the
eport, jointly produded by Econofist

I pact and The Nippon Foundat on.
In 1950, only twr million to s of

lastic were produce worldwide-~
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This is jln application for Certificate of Public Convenience 0 op ate and maintain
a waterworkis system within Barangay Talongadian, municipality f Sa Miguel, province
of Iloilo, with the following proposed rates:

CYRIL L. 1: MARION,
Applicant.

x x

THIRD NOTICE OF HEARING

PROPOSED TARIFF

Residential nd Institutional

RD

ase No. 22-3426

PI Size 006m3 min 6--10m3 11-20m3 21·30 m3 31-40 3 OYer 40 ml
\'i- P 79.00 16.60 17.40 18.20 19.00 19.60
Yo- P127.OO 26.60 27.90 29.20 30.40 31.70
1- P253.oo 53.30 55.60 58.30 60.90 63.40

Residential and Commercial

PI SI•• OoSm3 mln 6·10m3 11-20 m3 . 21-30 m3 31-40 3 Over 40m3
\'i- P79.OO 16.60 17.40 18.20 19. 19.60
Yo- P127.OO 26.60 27.90 29.20 30.40 31.70
1- P253.OO 53.30 55.60 58.30 80.90 63.40

PI Size 0.15 m3 min. 16-30 m3 501·1000m3 Over1OOOm3

Commercial and Industrial

\'i- P 951.00 79.20 95.10 126.60

501.20

31-500ml

152.10 202.90Yo- P 1.521.00 126.80
1- P 3.043.50 253.60 304.30 405.70

158.50
253.60

This application will be initially heard by the Board on 27 M rch 2023. The hearing
will start at 9:00 o'clock In the morning at'the NWRB-WUD Confe-ence Room, 8th FlOOr,
NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City. at which time applicant shall oresent its evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing applicant shall publish this
notice once In a daily newspaper of general circulation in the province of Iloilo and serve
by personal delivery or registered mail a copy of the (i) application nd its attachments, and
(ii) this notice. to all affected parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposition
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above scheduled dale of hearing.
furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its oppositio on time and to appear
at the hearing will be construed as a waiver of their right to be heard. The Board
will proceed to hear and decide the application based on th evidence submitted

Likewise. failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall amount to lack of
interest on its part and the instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Resources Board
this 26"' day. of January 2023,

By Authority 0 the Board:

Affected Parties:

Dr, SEVILLO D. DAVID, J ., CESO III
Executive Director

The Secretary
Sanggunianj;l Bayan .
San Miguel.llloilo

The Barangay Chairman
Barangay Talongadian
San Miguel, Iloilo
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