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l.egarda
to probe

effects of the recent
spster on dozens of
spnctuarics, including
marigroves, reefs,
the region s l:nuﬂ:igm
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\ Legarda urges
Senate to probe
Mmdoru oil Slll"

By MARID CASAVURAN

Senate Bresident Pro Tempore L.r_ire
Legarda valled on the upper chamber t
inmmediately conduet an Inguiny inte th
crvironmental, health, aid tourisim
pacts of the ail “iplﬂ inOriental Mindpr

The oil spill left a widespread prob
lem to many locals in the area ’mcE it
neighboring provinces, including An4
tigue, Legarda's home province. |

Legarda expressed concern

over f_hc._:;e::i‘uus detrimental P‘FE

urges Senate | |
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Mindoro oil apih

enviconmental di-  affected .‘ﬂ'eas*”
designated marine Legarda
- thousands of acres  or reviewing the §
and seagrass beds, tion Act of 2007

ealth, aswell. | |
In & Senpte ntsu

ent appma-:h thra
{(DENR), Departmer
uthu[it]‘r, Provincial

t on a.nd Managemet

daused by the recen
damage to our ecos
 grounds, to sase off

ith basic needs su

) file, Legarda seeks a whole-of-govern Likewise, Es

of Environment and Natural Resolirces

hasks, and medicines while our local r
government units {LGUs) and agen-:ies Mindoro, Ocgide)
qre conducting c!lear1-up activities in the and Palawan. | I

ton that she is.'aét- committed.

atedthe necessity of 1evising
il Pollition Compansa-
which covers liabilities
and the residents’  of the owner and insurer of the shipping

company respomsible for the damage

gh the Dzpartment communities| tofbhe ap;rrmzd of health

of Health (DOH), ment efforts, phe

(DOT), Philippine  documenting
Maritime Industry  avail of any et
aster Risk Reduc-  assistance or
t Council, and other Om Feb, 23, ar
nt agencies, in ad- mdustrial il |spal
fects of theofl spill.  Naujan, ﬂﬂfnj.dl

oil spill to reduce. Thts prom)
stems and fishing  ment to place
ts effects to coastal @ slale of ::ﬂl;n '

hazards to -aafei contribute to contain-
serving eviderce and
ages during disasters to
hursetment for clean-up
snent for harm suffered.
und 80,000 liters of
ed in the waters near
indoro, after MT Brin-
wernment agencies  cess Lmpress, capsized and sank off the
Hy implement sp:edjrfcﬁuns'un theharm  coast of the u

|- mastal village, unﬂer

TI]E tl.'ag'f_'d}" 1IfEECtEd

100 families, which dis-
: ce of income and posed
th secure otr kababayans' muntrpnem several health rigks.
=alth and safety,” she said. “It is impara- Based on neg
s that we immediately provide residents  might affect thous

s reports, the oil spill
ands of hectares of coral

as water, food, face  reefs, _mangmuq, geawrasy, and marine

tal Mindord, Pnﬂqﬁex.i
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HERMEN m{:mmlaq Mindaro deprived of their

ivelihoad by the massive ail spill will be hired fo
up oil-pollued l‘n*a{hﬁ.

Ihe Department of Social Welfare and Pevelop-

[DSWI}] said it is Implemenhng a cash-for-

ary 28 while sailing to loilo from Bataan
| with 800,000 liters of industrial oil.
The oil han fouled up coastlines

provincial ‘government to declare a
| state of emergency,

| drive will get
equal to the ling minimum wage

| in the Mimaropa {Mmdﬂra, Manﬂ
| the DSWD said.
The DSWI) has budg
P84, 41‘.Hﬂ]10IFﬁ]Tl4 |
mvﬂmm]]beemp!ﬂyd

mmgmw-:ashum

mbeginmnbnumgm
MMIEHWEEDHM

i safety,” Lopez said.
Among the provinces 1
| the spreading oil slick is
On Friday, the DENR said it has
::'Ieplu;ad a I,iﬁi-mm miﬂ b-oomtn

The fanila fElmEﬁ |

~ FISHERS GROUNDED BY OIL SPILL *
OBILIZED IN CLEANL_J

| The ship kknkof Pokatown on Febr:-

| in Dnanml Mindoro, forcing the

mﬂaeaﬁmd lﬂ!rwign
| h% i‘
The fishers fmﬂwd@lupk
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to provide Iefdpmzﬂuhs
o cannot go out i sea because the

life have been contaminated by
seen leaking fron the tanker MV
»CleanupA2

. 108
L atlleast 20 drums of
oily wasta4 hale been collected in
‘nearby Batangdy Sibolo, the depart-
ment repotted] '

An aerial surveillance was also
conducted on femirara Iaiami the
DENR Bmd

Simul 3 sediment collection

and coastal \cles up efforts wete being
~done to assess :mpact of the oil on

“the marine gnvirgnment in Pola,
'I‘hfclﬁl i Eaned in Pola and
“Naujan Friday, lhtheDepﬂnmﬂuuf

Health limiting won time to two hours.
According to the Philippine Coast
{}lmrd,[‘ula_ the carch basin of the il
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HE oil spill fmm

a sunken tanker in "

Mindoro has reached
the shores of} Taytay, Palawan,
according tolthe Philippine
Coast Guard (PCC) on Friday.

SOME 14,000 needy fisherfolk and

olher  odivid affected by the oil
spill in Oriental | Mindoroe are tarpeted ag
beneficiaries of the government's cashy
for-wotk to be jmplemented through

the Department| of Social Welfare and
Dcva{unmeut{ﬂ£\\']}}
In another ent, the PCGrled &

massive cleanup of the aﬂ‘ﬁctad shoreliss
it Pola, Oricntal

In! a Fao pm.t the PCG siid
they  received| information  from
Barangay t’“nsma antam MNorbert Lim
and the Muni Social Welfare and
Dievelopment e ol Thytay that traces
of oil were seen-on their coastline,

Pﬁ]bhmtpdmihemmdmnﬂrmd
that the oil were from the oil spill in
Naujan, Oriental Tq:m |

u.'_' -u«- &

After an JA s
started to. grmﬁ %ﬂﬁﬂ fm
health coneerns.

There is more than 159 mutmﬂimlk ar
295 kilometers distance between shores of
Barangay Casien in Taytay, Palawan and
the water of Maujan, Crientsl Mum‘j

Meanwhile, the Japancse ;ﬁm
disasicr respo

sent
mglrnmdmﬂnnlem—upu I the pil -

spill incidemt in Mindoro, tho .Tapanﬁs'-e
Embagsy in Manils said.

A courtesy call was requested by thc
Japan Disaster Relief hpert Team to the
Philippine Coast CGuard to address the
needs for oil spill response operations
for the sunken oil taulmr in (Taempj
Mindoro,

Itwill be led ByN'hm ])a]srukc, Minister
of the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines.

The eight personnel of the Ja
disaster relief team iz composed pl ¢
members of the embassy, five i

- Japan Coast Guard and one from J&pm
International Cocperation Agancy, |

Additienal equipment such as o}ltmu;

oil: hlam:m, l.nii.Dﬂ-pl.‘DOf working

IH% start

- swbmitted for the program.) aaah
po natin itong n::rh:ifl?i Kung
keakailanganin dahil ang mahalagu :l:ﬁu

t llilngga’tdl nagno- Ilﬂr_l:l]aj]ze.'altg

fg ating mpa Kabahayan ay na
natin sila” he added,

(We can also extend the  prognam
needed, It s important for s tu
rezidents umtil the situation in thei
mormalizes) T

Fm-::;:-anw will  receive Pass per'
day, the minimum wage in Mimaropa, |

accurding o the DSWD olficial.

"&J?{ﬂ;ﬁ sa  cash-fo-wark ):m.#r:u:nl
mayan din po tayong emergency| cash
transfer sa higit 1,000 s indibidwal pard
&8 Agutaya, F:Jnl.;v..m, no upcktade rin ng
nanyaring oil spill 4a parte ijtn 53
Oriental Mindoro,” he said. .

{Aparl from the cash.-fucr—wm‘k pmgmm,

we also conducted an l:mergm cnsh'
tramsfar o ower 1000 b
J"uauta , Palawan, ‘who were hyl

.Mumu Ramos-A rmmtn

wuffﬂm;lm Gnﬁ-rh]h[nnim‘l}

i

arr itﬂmm"ﬂ"lﬂ‘i the Japansee
- L g i

mmﬁtmﬂgw ahoit thie
risk associati with the oil spill and t5e proper
attire to wea', and handling of the cpillape

The Philippine Army, the Philippine
Maritime Group, the Deparfmen! of
Environmert and Natural Resources,
the Provinddall Heolth: ©Mice, =od
the wolunieers supported the joint
simuliansous oil spill shoreline olewn- |1]:r

_at Barangays Tagumpay. Misong. Buhay

na Tubig, and Calima in Pola
Approximetely 30 bags of o
were collectsd during the initiative

et 1'j_5

DSWD spokesperson \ssistznt
Becretury  Romel Lopez wuid  the
government (will prioritize fshericlk
affected . b}" ""the < current  {i:hi 1§ PR
Pantawid Familyang  Pilipine Zrocrom
(4Ps) . memers,  and  ogher  indigent
individuals.

“Map-siar| ito og March 15 Neawon
nasp validation and veriﬁmtinn tayo ng
mga isinumii: na pangalan na muading

nqmmam ||.[|ng Iﬂxw SAl !: L g
ata tﬂlﬂrlsad prublic bri:ﬁng
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m 'IN PALAWAN. Fhilippine Euast Guard personnel examine a beach in Bi{r gy Casian, Taytay, Palawan - about 159
nautical miles or 2:1ulzmmte1‘5mwﬁom the waters of Naujan, Qriental Mindqmrwﬂ

3 tanker sank and spllled 800,000 liters of o |
thatis prmng to

n environmental mtastrnphe,lﬂ:ﬁ Phntns s
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Mababahala ang ml-l |
lit nt Fisher group na|
Pambangang Lakas ng|

itlusang Mamamala-|
ka a ng éﬁuam.aa (-

|| tulingan &t sambakol ga-
Ni A : | yundinand malatawek N
| pantagas ng Iangis: ﬂfa | up. 9330 lEnimar ng vea wasds,
25 lumubag na barko, ang ecolugith! didaster Mauna nang faivlat
nngbahanﬁ& ang fish na tiyak rra; i - na aabot s P79 milyon

sa posibleng | Killsa kalapit na | ar ng p 0y sE SU-  ang halaga ng maa sea-
_Iﬂwahjﬁ paghama-l By 1 ﬂﬂﬁamﬂ piay . ;qhi At higit na weads ang apektado
fay ng mga isda dahil sa| m, Anthque at F&ia- magpapatassisa pfesya  ng ofl spil ga &
paghkalat fg oil spill mula nite. g Antiqua, | sdan

24 Bamalakay a. igkaroon na ng con- gt Falawanl ng zaan  ngingisda ang nak

rhental Mindoro. rl'l GII.'I ng grupo; dapat Kilgla a;';:% Atitique rrmiiig’it 10 000 na
&
B nTawaRung tingancy planang pama-: - nahuhuli ang) leng.  sa nasabing mr.lust:g

] nr,gu inulen g Pﬁﬁppme FM it
Bryy. Casian sa Taylay, Palewan matapes m
arng off spill bt fumnbog g MT Drigcess Faepre
- Muy kewgray ng istorea sa pafing
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Halos 30K pamilya a
~ ng oil spill sa Miing
- BALOS30.000 pamilya ang naapektubian g thr
mila 53 lumubang v oil tanker i Oriental Mg
53 pimakshuling datos n & Departiment of Sud
l.‘&aut:]opmm:l (DEWD, apektado na ng ail spilllang £59.432 pa-

milya 0 131 996 indibidwal j |

- Muld ang mypq s 121 baranpays s Orencal Miutﬂm. Pala-

wan dat Antique, . i
Linisibat v sa PT milyong halag ng tulong TR
DEWTY, mza lical povem it unit at mga pribadimg o sy
0 55 e apekinding residenie, y [ :
Maglaan fin dng ahensya ng P77 million fa sthiulb Fifangs,
Sumaniala, simmulan g nitong Biyernes ny Philipgine Coast
Ciuard, Logaf Crnvernment Unit St ga yolunteer ung massive
clesnup drive sa bayyn 1 Pola, isa sa pinakaspek Ui z il sl
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Mindoro oi

reaches Palawan town

, By ROBH

wuvwwuwvnwmwmwrtvrf AT LR

The oil spill from thi:

RTZON EAMIREI

e e L B S

tor tanker MT P‘rmcess Empress,

which sank off the coast f Oriental Mindoro, has reached
Taytay town in Palawan, according to the Philippine Coast

Guard (PCG).

"Umabot na sa baybay-da lﬂf
ng Barangay Casian, Taytdy,
Palawan ang epekto ng oil spi&,:
thePCGtﬂlgrepurtemma\ﬁ
message yesterday. “Nang
kumpirma ito, aged na ﬂmmufu::}g
PCG ang agsessment af paglilinis

para maitaguyod ang kaliglasan yg
mga r&;td 1" I
II.I'lEl T.Imted the af-

ving repoﬁs
fmm bar Qﬁl
Taytay Mummpa} Social ‘WE]P

and Development Cifice. -
Barangay Casian is around
295 kilometers away from the
waters off Naujan in Oriental
Mindoro, :
- PCG spokesman Rear Ad-
miral Armand Balilo said four
barangays in Pola town we
severely affected by the ol spi
"Dahil na rin iyoug barko

nag-drift sa .tnpn‘f Hg bﬁyuﬂ ng

Pola,” Balilo said during vester-
-:ia}r s public briefing. |

He said the oil spill has af-
fected seven towns in Oriental
Mindoro.

Meanwhile, thE installation
of an' ¢il s5pill boom coverin
1,363 meters in the waters of
Barangay Tinogboc in Caluya,
Antigque has been completed, -
thie Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
reported vesterday.

The oil spill had also reached
Caluya town. .

The DENER said the Envirnon-
mental Management Bureau
office in Western Visayas, con-
cerned local government units
and other agencies helped in the
installation of the il spill boom.

“At least 20 drums of vily
wastes in Barangay Sibolo were
callﬁch:d; the ]}ENR said.

ﬂimultaneaus oastal clean-
up drives were donducted in

Pola and Naujan *esterda}r.

Japan di
relief team arrives

As this developed, an eight-
member Japan Disaster Relief
(JDR)} expert tepm arrived in the

Japanese Ambassador Ko-
shikawa Kazu itnf said part of
the team are five Japan Coast
Guard personnel, e of them
belonging to the National Strike
Team, another from an expert
anitin oil removalland & mem-
ber of the Japan International
Cooperation Aigen

In line with the request of
the thl!ppmg government,
Koshikawa said oil blotters, oil
snares and piliprodfing gloves

are also set to be trfnsporbe:d to
the country,

“The ]apmese ernment s
ready to considy viding ad-
ditional supplies once the JDR
expert team confirms the need

for more material and equip-
ment,” he said, | ||

spill

Senate probe set

Meanwhile, Scrat: President
Pro Tempore Loren Logarda is
set to file a resclution calling
for a Senate inquirv into the
incident.

Legarda expressed concern
o¥erthe ::’:r:’crim«'*.: tal cifogts of the
oil spill .on marine sanctuaries,
meluding ]'.I'IEII.J-__"" e .'eefs and
luzagrass beds a1 s or tour-
lﬂmandlhehmh 1 of 1e 1dentsm
the affected areas

“Teallon all govern nent sgen-
cies b implement speedy action
oo the harm cause d by the recent
il spill th reduce dama Te to our
veosysterns and Hshing srounds,
te ease off its ettects o coastal
towns, which are relian:on fish-
ing and tourism for income, and
inost importantly, (o sccure our
kababayans’ health and safety,”
she said.

Empress was carrying 500,000
liters of industrial tuel when it
gank of the coast of "Maojantown
or Feb. 28,

— With DM, F lomero,

Michael Punongbayan
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‘More fall ill du

to spill; oil slick
reaches Palawan

Health execs in Oriental Mindoro say 81 l_penple, miany of them lkids,

[
By '*Idﬂlllll Yirola,
ler Cabalza
and Geralcdford Ticke

@Team_Inguiter

CITY OF CALAPAN—AL least
81 residents in the coastal wil-
lages'of Pola town in Oriental
Mindpro hawve fallen ill due to
the industrial oil spilled by the
suuk1n tanker MT Princess Em-
press| that has washed to' the
shores of the provinee and has
spread 1o as far as the waters of
Pal .

In|a report on Friday, the
Orien Mindore provincial
health office (FHO) said most of
those getring sick suffered from

nausel, vomiting, loose bowel ©

movement, sore throat, eye irri-
tation, back pain, fever, difficul-
ty in Breathing and headaches
believed 1o have been cansed by
the fumes and foul odor coming
from ri: spliled ol ,

Acdording to the PHO, most
of the patients were children
ages 2[to 17 and elderly resi

Pola was the first among the l
nine towns in the provinoe (o de- |
clare a state of calamity last week
due to the widespread ofl spill, |
which was still being contained by |
the Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)

and other government apencies |

and private organizations.

Officials of the affected
towns and villages have been
asking villagers to stay away
from the coastline where the
witers have been covered by
thick and black oil due to the
health risks posed by the in-
dustrial oil spilled by MT Prin-
cess Empress when it sank on
Feb. 28 in the waters off Naujan
town in Oriental Mindora.

Legal action

The spillage, which has also
endangered marine prmectf«d
areas in Oriental Mindoro, has
sinee spread to its neighbhoring
provinces, first in Antigie and
now in Palawan. |

On March 6, the Orien-
tal Mindoro provincial boa

' passed a resolution declaring

sick due to fumes, foul odor

77 coastal wvillages ‘from mine
municipalities under a state of
calamity to immediately bhelp
some 19,000 aifected families,
most of them Gshermen

Task Force 7ola was also ac
tivated to pursue legal acltions

| ‘against RDC Reield Marine Ser

| vicesInc. (RDC), the operator of
| the sunken tanker, due to the
| oil spilFs impact on the envi-
| ronment and livelihood of the
{ town and the enutire province,
{ according to the PCG.
i In a chat message an Thurs-
{day, Pola Mayor Jennifer Cruz
| said the task force has discussed
| moves to sue the tanker's own-
|er “far the darnage incurrad”
by the town, alding that the
{local povernment was “serious”
fabout holding thw tanket's op-
erator responsible for the il ef-
fects of the spillage.
| The Maritim: Industry Au-
thority (Marina) has already
tzsued a show cause order to
DC to explain what happened.
It also suspended RDC's safety
certificate.
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According o Sharon Aledo,
spokesperson for Marina, MT
Pfigpcess Empress is coyeted by
a $1-billion protection and in-
de ingurance for "every
incident” including an il spill

The oil tanker was ‘carrying
goo,co0 liters of industrial ofl,

called "black oll," cohisidered

to be highly toxic and harmful o

t_he|:=.rmimnnmr. wher it sank.
| Palawan, to0 |
The Provincial Enviranment
an.:{ Natural Resources Office
said it had started hard assess-
ments and fuel fingerprintng
in Eﬁ 1 of the affected villages to
de ne the extent of the en-
nmental damage.
n Palawan, Capt. Detinis Rem
abay, Coast Guard Palawan dis-
trict commander, confirmed the
presence of an oil slick in Casian,
an island village of Taytay town
north of the province, no that
it likely from the MT Prin-
Emprass.
A few hours ago, we ver-
the presence of oil in the

ified
|

area. But as to the volurne of il
and how long it hias been affect-
ad, we are still checking.” Tab
told the Inquirer on Friday. |

Citing photos  cap
from the affected area 1.:’11]
said the volume was “not 1e
alarming” and a cleanup dpera-
fion was underway. f

“at a distance of abaut 30
kilometers from - 8
tanker sank and considerin
that it has been 10 days, Lhere
a big possibility that it isifro

‘there,” he said.

The barangay is 159 thau
cal miles or 255 km sourh Tf th
waters of Naujan.

The PCG said it has d
ployed personnel to Casian to
tlean up the oil slick alodg its
beaches. | l

.:'mwsmmm't{

The PCG has previously In
stalled booms in the wate
Naujan as part ef its contain
ment and recovery opetaripns.

In a statement on Momnda
Eritzie Tee. Rbﬁiweg}din{_

for external affairs, expressed
“the’ company’s commifment
toaddress the cleanup and con-
tainment of the oil spill”

RDC aid it tapped twio con-
tractors, Harbor Star Shipping
Services and Malayan Towage
and Salvage Corp., to assist 10
the cleanup. Both companics

- helped in the aftermath of the

oil spill in Cuitnaras! province
in August 2006, considered the
worst in Philippine history.
The PCG said Japan would
send a disasver relief expert
teamn ot oil removal and control
to augment the country's man-
power and assets. The United
States and Houth Korea also
committed te help the country.
‘PCG  spulkesperson  Rear
Adm. Armando Balilo earlier ac-

 mitted it would be difficult for

responders t conduct salvage
operations because the vessel
sank at a depth of 400 meters
arid the agency has no submers

ible mechanical equipment that
can reach the area to siphon off
the industrial fael. wa | _
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T Oil spill hes Palaw \|
i f Y
/ 1l spill reaches Palawan
Naujan, BY RAFFY AYEN(: mussive cleantp in the cossta
Dniental wibriphi municipalities of hagun and Pola upo
Mindora is _ | . | the ovders of PCG commandsr Admiral
295 kilometers . {}ul !taa_lu_ng Frome o sunken canker in | Aptemin Ay,
away from RETETEN TS rirurnl:a_l _I".'lu_vium haz spread w alilo alse confi-med that the ail 4pi
Taytay, Palawgn, the Philippine Coast Guard said ransed massive demage to o mangrov
: e Frickay, area and fish sanctuaries thal are affocting
awar, gl eh e e : :
The POG said its peraonne] immedialely | residents” Hvelihoods in Pola
procepded Lo the Rarangay Casian, Taytay, “Ii's a lishing seasen in Pola. Asids

ah Kilomeders away from Noujan, after | rourisim, their livelibood is renlly affeci =

village: Capiain Norbwert Lim reported the | Balilo said during the Laging Handa Pabiti

wil spitl o the Municipal Social Welfare and | [rieting on Friday,

Develppment, Office. He said residenis of Ppla are new
Megmwhile, PCG spokesperson Hear | coptemplating of suing e owner of 177

Admiral Avimand Balilo said their | pPrneoss f}'n'.'.;nt'sﬂi]!‘thfe RCDnORe [y

persgnnel conduclied o simoTtaneos | thai the ol spill has cansed them,

1 i &

—




SHRATEGIC

I 4 vl | |
ClOMMUNICATION S BFER FAGET | BARNEL EGIOFAL  CAETOMH
ANT? .’z*_F :l SIERY STORY
InmaTives FAGE LUANER
SrRvIcE

TITEE ¢ PRGE DATE

Oﬂ s Ty
H %ﬂ% |MI




BTIEATTCIC
LCMIMU B LCATION
LMD

KITTATIVES
MERVICE

PAGE1 | BANNEE IONOEA  CARTBON
$TaRY Lroey
g . &
92 3
DATE

‘We hope
that the

mpmfmm :

the Japanese
_government
will contribute
in preventing

- further oil
centamination
and restoring
" the marine

environment

in the affected
i 1 4

apan dlspatﬂixd & disastervelief expert team (o
the Philippines to laal fnto the oil spill disaster
' in Oriental Mindoro, 4 bl
Arriving in|Manila on 10 Mareh, the team
. #ollaborated with the Philippine Coast Guard
0-assess the extént of damage and guide ita ongoing
pil removal and control, _ b g
We hope that the support from the Japanese
pvernment will confribute in preverting furcher oil
gomiamination and restoring the marine environment
ip the affected areus, " Japanese Ambassador Eazuhiko
Koshikawa sald. - :
The team consisty of eight members: two from
& Embassy of Japan in the Philippines; five,
wpan Coast Guard; three, National Strike Team (an
eepert it in vil rempval); one, Japan International

o

oil spill

ration Ageney,
Alse, granting the amieable requast of the

“Philippine EUVErRmMent, equipment (=uch s il

@rs, oil snares, anel oil-proof working «1ov 3] ware
ransported to the Phillppines,

The Japanese wra considering pr
additional supplies,

disaster was ciused by a small sanko; that
ibmerged off the coast of Mindoro Island on 98
£y y leaking cargn fuel and diese! oil i10o the
ﬁm& in the area. .

Copstal regions, such as the Orient: Mindora,
hlwe anned fisheries and abserved il :ludge
the shores of fishing villages anc m:rfrove
ithe damages gravely affoeting the Iivelihdad of
dmately 65,000 rvsidents.

viding
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.MMH HEI}P e Phlhpine Coast Guard [PEG] Vice Aﬁmu‘af n-l- E:nmmandant for
Administration Ronnfe GIl Gavan (iefi) welcomes the officers ﬁ"d en of the Japanese
Coast Guard Special Yeam at the PG National Coast Watch Center ift Manila on March 10,
2023. The Japanese Disastar Relief Team will help in cleaning ﬂp the il spill caused Iy

the sinking of an ofl tanker in the waters off Oriental Mindorg on Feb. 28, 2023, (Juzn
L‘aqlq de Yeig)
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iabilities of common
carriers
¢ the chartdrer of a sea-going vessel linble for damages
a collision between the chartered vessel
bt ship? :
¢ issee which the Supreme Court had 1o
the High Tribunal was asked to decide
was ultimately liable for the damages dlaimed by
+heirs of soine of the passengers who perished in the
tragic cq:[lisim]h between MV Vettor, a tramping motor
tanker vwned|and operated by Vector Shipping Corp.,
and MV Dofig Paz, which was owned and opc;atwedrgy
HirD DEH | Bulpicio Lines. :
U \ n Dhec, 19, 1987, MT Vector left
& G E N Di Limay, Bataan for Mashate, carry-
ing barrcls of petroleum shipped
by Caltex Philippines by virtue of
a charter contract bebween Vector
Shipping as the shipowner and
Callex as the charterer,

passenger ship MV Doiig Paz left
the Port of Tacloban headed for
Mhlanila, carrying with it 59 crew
members and 1493 passengers
| as indicated in the Coast Guard
| cloaranoe. || T
tabout 10030 pm of Dec. 20, the two vessels collided.
Adllthe crew members of MV Dodd Paz died while two
from AT Viector survived. UF the 4000 passengers which
Dena Paz actually carried, most of whom were notin the
passenger mm{li'fe:if, only 24 survived.

The heirs of two passengers who perished sued Sul-
picio Lmes, which in turn filed a third-party complaint
against Vector Shipping and Caltex. i

ere, the Supreme Court held that Caltex as the
rhalrberer was not liable for damages under Philippine
marifime laws i | :

this partiqular dase, what Caltex and Vector Shipping
entered into isjwhal is known as a contraat of affreight-
ment which is & kind of charler party. '

;%.!Lllnt[ﬂ ctof affreightment is ong by which the owner
of g vessel leases the whole of part of the vessel lo a
metchant or ether person for the conveyance of goods
in consideration of the payment of freight. It can either

be 4 lime charter, whercin the vedssel is leased for a fixed

period of time, or 6 voyage charter, wherein the ship is
leasod fora single voyage. [ ]

ut whetherit bed time chaiter ora voyage charter, the
ship owner supplies the ship's store, pays fur the wages
of the master and the crew, and pays for the expenses far
the i aintﬂnn:-?? of the ship. [

‘Th a contract of affreightment, the shipowner remaing
the pwner in ppssestion and control of the ship and the
nasgation. ‘I charterer is free from Hability to third
personsas a copsequence of that particnlar voyage of the
vessel coverad !b{a_:ie charter party or contract.

[Ina vevagel charter, the master and crew remain in
the employ of the owner of the vessal while in a bare-
haat charter, the magter and crew are employees of the
cha terer,. A

he EHigh Court alsoexplained thatina voyage charter
such as e one entered into between Caltox and Vectar
_Sh'rm.pi_nf;, the shipowner temains as a common carrier which
implicdly warrdants the seaworthinces of the vessel as a con-
'w?." e of which, a passenger or aghipper of roods hasTo
obligation ?.'UC‘UTFCT!JL?! arvinspection of the ship and it crew,

Meanwhile, ot Dec, 20, 1987, .

EXpCC

L7 &

The

Cause
aclol

only &

of a .47
ershi
case

Forl

i enl#nlesﬁ it can orove -

nfal Mindoro while carrying RO0. (001

'_ he dhipper or char harer.

pefare transporting its cargo (0
el it chartered s seaworthy or co
uiremerits simee the low
drrier for simply being engac.

hserve extraordinary dilipzon
f buth passengers and goods.

use of '

cactine with common carriers,

ed 0 inguire into hevessel's scavwort!
¢ itk all

of its licenses, and ¢complian oo

ractice, it emhasized, would
business were time 15 al:

fe voyage charlerer, Caltex, 1
eht fo presume that the sh
Teven the Philippine Cuast (
ced of its seénvorthiness, ol
the vovage in the first place

is finl liable o reimburse Sulpicio T
wes which the latter is adjudged

TLmun carrier, the shipowner i oo
bt exera

di]]lit"nﬂt‘. in thetransport of

< or that the bass or damage wvas

raled in the Civil Code.
1'313’:1}?, oil tanker MT Prince
{RIC Reield Marine Servi

el vil under a vovage charter o
e fesuiting
hen reached the shores of s

g, and marine life.

il temains asa commoen carricr by v
j party, RDC i presumed to b
or the damages resulting f
ship unless it ¢an prove that it ¢
ry diligence which includes man
thiness of the vessel or that he

fortuitous cvents or exempiing
¢h as unusual vy viclent action -
e T tural disasters,

chartercr or ewner of the ndusto:

under a voyeuze charter.
gtﬂc, if RIC az ashi

: : ipgwner aid
¢ just carrying he mdustrial .

rhipper tabe dlelivered to the oo
- ore the owner of the goos

(of the damage. And more - |
ecial provision in the shipping conlra
p of the goods is transterred to R

LD §s again solely liable

confrhenls, e-mail @il mareyes@pliilstarn,

meIliH:] warmnty of seaw
aurt cmphasizﬂd that shippers of

is Imarticular case, the eourt concluc
: %vents ar other exempling circunn:

ages and is now threatening cors

me Court has repeatedly explain

ading Grﬂﬂ'tﬂtﬂhippit‘i%duc'lh

iable for any damaze which the ves:
resultof the vovage, umless of oo
vnerof the goods was the prosdin
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SEMATOR hrisiopher
“B Go exprefeed his con-

ortheh andsaletyof
those affected by the oil spill
cauged by thesinkingof amo-
tl}fiﬂkﬂﬂfﬂﬁa jam bown in
Oriental Min onFebruary
2. }

ealsnurged dulhyrities o
hild accountable fhose ruspon-
sibld far the incident.
sm ambushinterview afier
aicing Fireictinigin Baranpgay
Talalon in Chiezdn City] Go,
Chairof the Sematd Comimittes
on Health, highlighted tHiat the
- Impact of the gpill extends far

byl just the affootsd nei-
Iz, o fishand bther marine
mald be contgminated by
L potcntially Havmiige any-

“Hauba ng il spill na “yvan,
apashitey pog friginl)
E0dd petpo ay pivwHN NEParaan

SN0 PO AN ria*ﬁa&aya-
Dy, " ey s,
e il wpill,

Whae caused
kayo poang mamashos at talun-

L p{.‘l; of course, g pobyer
nopard rapabilia, " headded.
ﬁ"m{n called for the gow-
conment o ensure resoiioes
ane maximized tor the cleanup
effort, ps well as lo hwld the

. responsible parky accwuntable

for their sctions. N X
D pat mawan rig paraan at.

manzq;;.ir’r

spiil. Gastisan n'yy po para

malinis Kawawaangmga

erdinatiing marmamayan,”

'f‘ﬁg;ﬂ? g1, nililinisanmnatin
ang Lms_tﬁﬁﬁa.wﬂl nga mag-
d mt?gphﬁtfsukmaga'-
ran, iho paiail, ; irap nitong
|iI'IJ'.SJ.t“l,,"};J]'J19'!.';1l:['ti'wuf‘lu!&g[1 P i
The affected townsin Oriesi-

tal "vi'u}l:lmn inchude Wanja
Pola, Piramalayan, Ghﬁa.,ﬁ;
sud, Bungabong, Roxas, Man
salay, and Bulalacan, accord-
iz wareport from the Provin-

AN fag-cause ng il

cial Disaster Ris
Management{

Seventy i b

’

omanc

across the mam cipadibies

by el ared
calamity due
caused by the o

On March 4,
Coast Cuandn

Consequently]
wrder a state!

cffects of the fope :

mental disasher |
desiznaed mari
imctnding thou
of mangroves, o
grass bods, the §
s, and the resi
as well. il

In a Senate F

she will fil, shi |

eent the

oVl ur;gelﬂ

o

whol: offpovernment . p-
proacl: thaasgh the Departmen
atErvionrrent and Matura] e
souras (DENR), Departroen)
of Health {DOH), Departnicn
if Toyrisay (O0IT), Phillppice
Coasl Claard (PEG) Maritinge
Indusiey, Provincial Disaster
Risgk Feducton and Manare
ment Cioundl, and obherrespon-
sible gi vernunent apencies, in
addresing the advirse of oot
of the'nit spill,

“Ler lonallenne powernmen)
agendies by implemient speed
actanan the harms ciused by
e revemit il spill fo vedoc:
elatmag e toour cdosshems A

fishing; srournds, by ease i ifs

effects ta onasialiluwens, which
are relianton Ashing and foar
i3m o income, @l mos
portunt] E{, to sechne our k-
Beyams bealth and salely, " wad
Legarca.

Itis imperative thatwes i 1
et e pronide the reside
with bas ic needssnchas woatar
fimceed, fac = pnashes ancl med i
while pur lacal | poverpoen
veiis e d ageries ave oo Lot
ing tlear-up activities in the
affecte] arveas, ™ she added

Legarda noted the necesai-
Ffor resisions orlreview of e
il Pollotion Compinsatio
At ol 207, which covers thi

_Aiabiditions of theowirier and

spes of he shipping company,
responsible for the dariag ey
comnmitted. Camille B, Bali,-
fas
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| Bong Go: May-ari ng Bar
' panagutin sa oil’s ]:ull
K Megpahayag ng pa l-;a.bahaﬁa si Sanatbr CHrsto-
E) Eh “Bong" Go sa ks Usugsn at n il
: ﬂnguuapﬂrdulﬁtngmyub mI5 i f
- :I tankar £ bfwan ng Maujan sa Crrientsl Min wro '
| vﬂlbzl hanmcuc ni Goang I riced na
':pﬁrgg angm‘gamapunsahras-{illrmu |
o isang pal LAl
4| bikdimia sﬁn%q 55 E‘amngay"l‘ ngg ?E:
.:n:lhhnm ; chalrng Senats cemmittes of health! ma
ngﬂ-pék*nrrgn#s Ilayhrgﬁ_ﬁaaamga aficng
. i _Ang man isda st iba: pang marine Irga Al ?:ay
|maaarlg malasan g larnigis &1 ﬁblang midkapinsaia
|54 slnur-nﬂng nmm::nsumu 54 kand|a at=al B} i
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Rwift sction by the government,

66 is.mooded to head off what is
Civic shfping up to be a|disaster

groups said th economic effects jof which

the moners peidents said could pe worse

of the vessel, an the just-ended navims

RN Rededd pandemic.

Marines (in 28 Fabruary, the fusl tanker

-:lanup the oil spill Fhi
echnomic backlash will las
The il has spread fo
lﬂkilnmetersﬁumttm' 2
g ship sank after its| engine died in rough weather. Etmng
cigrents have renderad nseless the oil thuum& put in place tn
cofibain thie slick
Thick oil from the vessel has contaminated the watars mi
gpiches of nine municipalities along the coast of ﬂrlem;a.]
M oo peovinee and threatens Lo afflicl Palawan nexi, i
Repors said the oil has reathed the Visayan province ut
ifique, with fears of #| heading further south.
Ecology groups said joil spills like the Guimaras incident 111
20 E- have lmg-term impacts on the environment, inchding mp

cansing jrrepmhle
The economies nl" s:umrnu'mheﬂ that depend on marine
pouress for their livelilood consequently are expected to sufﬁF
forf tho same duration.
Environmental group Center for Energy, Euu]ugj.r, augi
gvelopment cited captured’ images showing livelihood
ertainties for the residents of Oriental Mindoro whose lives
ALE NOW (0L PAUSE, f
Mishermen worry thelimpact will be “worse than Covid,” after
e Jowval government issued a nofishing order, leaving them
no dlternatie ]iwl.{lmdmmie them over the next months.
Fish vendors and other residents whose sources uf‘mmmp
_arg jobs generated by tourism are also reeling from the impact
argl are asking for an immediate government response. |
Waters within and Heyond the country’s marine treasure,
the Verde Island Passage or VIP, are being threatemed. .
VIP is a biodiversity hotspot kmowm 1o have the highest
eoficentration of maripe spacies in the world, |
Latest estimates reveal that over 36,000 hectares of
gngroves, coral reefs, and seagrass will pﬂtentlally hf-
affneted by the mm' o disaster. :
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Uvernight; at lesst 18,000 fisherfolk in Orienial Mitidore
along Ha s baen robbed of their livelihood 2 fi n@ activities
ibly put on hold, cleric Edwin (arigues, laad comvenor
of Profpet VIP, said,

' Ovey hall of the households in Oriental Miridore suffar from
3 levels of food insecurity, CEED said the prolonged
g in the Iocal fishing industry will cost the provinces
by the spill at least P11.8 billian, Tﬁ

"~ The tourism sector, whi h rdked in P35
billion for the provinee of Oriental Mindoro
alone in 2019, also faces severe disruption.

Tourism workers as well ag provineial
revenies are bound to suffer| billions of
pesos in losses with the oil apill oecurring
near the peak summer mo thmT

Civic groups sald the s of the vesgel,
RDC Reield Marines Servicas, ani of the oil
it was carrying should be held scconntable.

“This is noi. the first time that u vesgel
carrying highly polluting fuels leaked fts
contents into the VIP's ﬂ.f_ate?s,-.yet no
sufficient measure js in place that could have

e owner of the Industrial oil remains unknown.
Companies involved the transport af the fuel should he
made to pay reparation to the eommunities and shoulder the
emvironmental rehabilitation requirements, || | _
Needless to say, the government, response Should also be
resolute and quick to mitigate the fri ing effacts of the
mega dizaster, '




COMMUNICATION

TRATEGIC

D
ITIATIVES

ER¥ICE

Daily
>une

-
=

ril

o
1

LD¥WER

L]
EAMNER ELTOAIAL CARTCON
SI0EY STORY
L= QRN |
g 3
DATE

SATLIRDAY, 11 MARCH 2033

RAIN or shine, Iha sa-£ald Do
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QC_h()Sl'll’lg PhlEa Heur 23

BY JING VILLARENTY " to which the Philippines ig !hb to
! (il oo a1 parhmpmtamnng]&&wunmm'

Quezon Cliy will host this year's She said that since Guezon UI’EM|JJ

Earth Hour celebration in the Farth]i[uurmﬁﬂlﬁ it has alwaysm

Philippines onf 25 March al the Quezon  finalist in the nteenatiorsl Uzie

City Memoriall Cirele in partnership  Challenge.

with (he World Wide Fund ﬁtr On 25 March, at emr,ﬂy EEI} m.

ines,  the city government will switch of
Mikes Go uangeo-Jaworski, the  the lights of the Quezon City Memori

-::ﬂmlir;.rs Barth Hour ambassador  Circle prlon and other city governmen

non-eazential | J.ar!
Befors ﬂm% h Hour, the

QCﬂlJmamEl‘m Environment:
Sustainability Department and the
Gender and Development Couneil 09710 =
will host the Padysk ng Kabahuihan
para sa Kalikigan ejeling event and -
scavanger hunt for the youth.

Bouths ﬁ-mrlmmsnungmmm"neu i
urgamﬂunﬂaadmalem‘m with

© said, that fro the lights’ “symhollc  buildings tor an hour, . climate and environment advocacios wil
amiulung-off "Earth Hour hashecome  Fesidents and business mvnarq; alzo be set up avound the premizes of
the largest Brassroolts movement also be encouraged to switch off l’hhei Lmasang Aurcra,

During the lights-off- mﬂ&l’ a
symbulie run spoarheaded by fitness
- and anvironmental cnnsrrvat ol
enthugiasts will take placa at the
QeMEe, slgmfym_g the powe :},f
‘collactive action in &I:)I'llﬁ‘ﬂ.ng&fui
where Filipinos live in harmony
nature,

QO has heen working with
Phlﬂp;tmasatdEan,hHuurﬁ:ramml.
years and was also the city host of
Earth Hour in 2015 which alau
place st QCMC,
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

M The 4008-hectare Lower Magat Tourism Park maniged by the plwilndil government of Nueva Viz

wlllmn hmtti Wildlife Rescue (enio,

Nueva Vizcaya watershed man gement lauded

TI-IEDEParErnmt{;F Envitonument
and Natural Resources (DENR)
Region 2 (Cagayan Valley) has
lauded the Nueva Vizcaya pro-
vingial local government (ELGLI)
for effective management of the
400-hectare Laower Magad Eco-
tourism (LMET) Park in the town
of Diadi.. :

To further improve their re-
gion's watershed management,
the DENR-Region 2 conmied io
extend its assistance for the PLGLs
rwﬂ of the 25-year Lower

'Fﬂ@ Reserve (LMER) co-
agmemﬂnt which
MW]W&ﬁ

Wdﬂdum of dgree

ment [MaA] was signed by the
former Environment secretary
and then-Nueva Vizcaya povernor
Rodolfo Agbayaniin 1997,

In an LMER Steering Commit
tee meeting; DENR 2 Executive
Director Gwendolyn Bambalan

recommended the conduct of a,

joint DENR-PLGI performance
evaluation in preparation for the
submission of the complete staff
work to incdugle the 25-year project
accomplishment report.

She also encouraged the Enyi-
ronmental Management Bureau
1o facilitate the processing of

| "the ﬂp@hcaimn of the forest

Treserve s environmental compli-
ance certificate.

.

Wildlife resource
center

}
The LMFR steering committee
agreed to formalize 2@ Mo for
the establishment pf a Wildlife
Rescue Center|within the park,

HNueva Vizcaya
Padilla said |the PLGU has
recorded approximately 50
wildlife species including 39 in-
dividuals within the ecotourism
site including the Philippine

~ serpent eagle, |green rat snake

~and peacock.

Bambalan said|the PLGL-
LMET park will gnsure sug-
lainable wild|ife rahnat arnd

ov. Carlog

biodiversity conservation an_-:l
govon will cater to the :-|=:d.ir_'i!i]
needs of rescued (aunal species
firr their immediate recovery
before they will be releaiad into
the wild.

"Wildlife is imporiant in
mgintaining the ecological bal-
a1ce of nature. We need themto
sustain life,” she said, adding
that the facility will cater to
wildlife monitoring activiiesin
thesquthern part of ihe region.

Bambalan said this wil
sirengihen biodiversity zction
against the presence of endan-
gered and threatensd wildlife
spicies, and even theirextinction.

LEANDER C. DOMINGD
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AN DI QHL&ThéDep rtment
of Environment and
Resources (DENR) a id the
Bangsamaro Autonomous
gion in Muslim Mi dmm:r
(BARMM) signed a memoran-
dum of understanding {Moll)
ta promote the Mindanao cli-
mate resilience plan.
Eqvironment St—:r_rer.&'pr Ma-
ria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga and

hinister Akmad Brahim
partnership to share their

in conserving the rich

"increased,

 resources and food security, and  section of this soc

ARMM backs Mindanao clima

uf’lﬁlndanan and ensuring that

the DENR'S policies are culturally

sensitive 10 the needs of the diverse

communities and Indigenous .
 groups in the region,

The 'wlﬂl.! is part of DENR's
effort to Est-.ahhsh partnerships

 Loward u.qumuuenwmuuwnund

natural resources goals,

A 2022 World Bank Country
Climate and DequmenL Ezp{m
warned that Mindanao will ex-
perience d ought in the coming
decades, while flooding has also
ndangering the rich

mwﬁagtheh

anao region fe
and contexn
she assured sta
DENR will
mu:.'u]tauuus
munities. |

“The Mindanao tegion is blessed
with a fAch, complex, sodal and
natiral history It is in the inter-

all local com-

and physical

EWE[a'PhT that both risk and G[:ﬁ-
portunities reside.” Yulo-Loyzaga
said.

“Creating and building ﬂm;

opportunities, and mitiz: ing the
rishs requut partnersh ps that
lzad 10 2 new type of agen oy based
on competent and committed
leadership that pnr ritizes human
development, sustainable local
economies, resilient infTasiucture

and underpinning all of these

ecosystems that support human

SCLFiLY; ﬁ:lmi WElET Efiey, Jeacs

and equity,” she added ;
BELLA CARIASO
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Amay [r misled by my recent focus bfy

faces painful
confrontation
with reality’

‘Green rnovemenilf
|
|
|

First
wisnd |
Rﬁﬂ;[‘-— 0l
\E RS oooguE - YE
who loy- 5 MAKABENT,
ally folo. nrE :
loww this column because of my d;i,l};
gent moltonng of the climate deh

N

B

the Sourh China Sea, Unelas { Lnite
Mations Convention onthe Ly of th
Sea ), and the rivalry between Ching
and the United States.

' rMakabentall
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H MAKABENTA FROM A1
‘Green lnovement faces painful ¢

perspective, dictaled by events.
I remain an unreconstructed
skeptic on climate change and
renewable energy,

I want to intrgduce readers
today to the Work pf Rupert Dar-
wall, a German policy analyst and
corporate strategist who [ have
sometimes quoted in my columns
on climate issues| Mr. Darwall
is the author of the book Green
Tyranny: The Totalitznian Roots of
the Climate Industrial Complex.

Q1 March 3, IDF » in the UK

Thisis a tempu]:rr change in

Spectatar, Mr. Dprwall wrote
an article that will force green
energy advocates to sit up: “The
green movement faces a painful
confrontation with reality.”
The article is brief, incigive and
penetrating in itg|arguments. 1
quote it in full here:
“Environmentalism is the rul-
ing ideology of our times. For-
get neoliberalism.| That peaked
around 2000 and was definitively
dethroned by the financial isis
in 2008, the same year Parlia-
ment passed the Climate Change
Act which paved the way for net
zero. "Since then, |environmen-
talism has weon
victory, so it might appear para-
doxical that ane of the founders

of the British gregn movement -

struck a defeatist note. Speak-
ing at an event to celebrate the
Green Patly's 50th anniversary,
Michael Benfield supgested that
the ‘battle for th?wurld’s en-
vironmental survi ral is, at this
moment, lost” The Greens had
succeeded in raising conscious-
ness, Benfield said,| but we have
failed in dealing with the battle
for environmental survival.

“Any ideology claiming to repre-
sent the sole path to sabvation from
an atheowise inevitalle apocalypse
— in this case a pl one — is
bound (o have a sobering con-
frontation with reality. As Benfield
admits, the scale of the solutions he
believes necessary arg too unpalat-
able for any political party.

Internal contradiction

“In terms of ecnn%:;ics, envi-
ronmentalism is a re radical
ideclogy than classical Marxism,
Whereas Marxism was about

changing the nwne’rship of the
|

victory after -

meanls of production, environ-
mentalism aims to change the
means of production themselves.
Creens want to reverse the In-
dustrial Revolution, which they
see as the original sin of mod-
ern civilization for unleashing
global, self-sustaining economic
growth they claim is.destroying
the planet: Growth, though, is
something people want, At a
minimum, maintaining people's
living standards is something
every political panty other than
the Greens, with their one MP,
must promise voters, even iftheir
policies won't or can't deliver it.

"Though triumphant, environ-
mentalism hatbors an intemnal
contradiction. Its favored energy
policy of replacing nuclear and
fossil fuels that power modern
society with wind and solar re-
quires the induostrialization of
nature, with energy production
taking a vastly expanded envi-
ronmental footprint,

“Earlier this week, Greta Thun-
berg was detained by Norwegian
police in a protest demanding
the removal of 151 wind turbines
from reindeer pastures used by

“Sami herders in central Norway.,
Such duhfs'ale likely to become
more frequent. Compared to
nuclear and fossil fuel energy,
wind and solar are low density
energy sources, This necessitates
2 massive land take, impacting
the integrity of local habitats, the
destruction of birds of prey by the
blades of wind turbines and the
mass killing of bats from the pres.
sure waves of wind turbines, all in
the name of saving the planet. The
local is sactificed for the global.

"This contradiction was the
subject of Michael Moore's 2020
movie 'Planet of the Humans'
The film sparked outrage for
showing hew environmentalism
morphed into a tool of green
carporate power, Josh Fox, maker
of the tendentious anti-fracking
movie ‘Gasland,” denounced
Maore for touting ‘blatantly
unirue fossil fuel industry talk-
ing points,’ even though they
were being made by left-leaning
academics. Fox organized a pe-
tition ‘demanding an apology
and retraction of Moore's film,
YouTube complied and wook
down Planet of the Humans.

purportedly 911 the grounds of
copyright infringement for using
a few seconds of footage of rare
earth minerals being transported
from Inner Mongolia. Attacked
by climatg scientist Michael
Mann furrr:ontaining ‘distor-
tions; halftruths and lies! and
for serving 2s ‘a wedge w divide
the environmental community,
the ban was subsequently lifted.

*Economic growth is the big-
gest wedge dividing committed
greens from their more prag-
matic fellow travelers and the
vested interests| supporting and
often fiumr_mg them. In his re-
cent 'Net Zero Review, Tory MP
Chuis Skidmore calls netzero ‘the
growth opportunity of the 21st
century! Ingtead of analyzing the
costs of net zerp, the Skidmore
report is little mare than a wish
list drawn up by rent-seeking
renewable energy interests ('the
prize on offer ta UK indusury’).

“True believers; on the other
hand, don't want growth of any
kind. De-growth jswhat they seek.
One of the foremost advocates of
renewable energy ls Amory Lovins,
who in 1982 founded the Rocky
Mountain Institute 45 a renewable
energy think tank.

"It'd be a little short of disas-
trous for us to discover a source
of dlean, cheap, dbundant eneigy
because of what we would do
with it Lovins said ina 1977 in-
terview. "We ought to be looking
for energy sources that are ad-
equate for dur needs” Adequacy,
not abundancy, is the true green
goal. For cnmmifted greens, the
virtue u:lfreuewahle energy is that
it is neither rheap nor abundant
because replacmgﬂ fossil fuels
with renewables helps push ECo-
nomic growth into reverse.

"The net-zero tazget was adopt-
ed on the basis of the Committee
on Climate Change's fairy tale

of ever cheaper renewable costs. .

The realization is now dawn-
ing that, like evervthing else,
renewables need cheap fossil
fuels. With news that @rsted, the
Danish wind energy company,
could shelve the Hornsey Three
offshore wind project unless the
government provides more sub-
sidy, it is becoming clearer each
day that this particular fairy tale
is ﬂiaplrig up to| he one with a
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&n*‘rontation with reality’

dark, unhappy ending.
Green tyranny

I want to bookend Mr. Carwall's
article with the comments of a Ger-
:man book reviewes, Wollizog Muller
on Darwall's book, Green Tyranny
{Acton.org, Jan, 8, 2018]. He wrobe

“The subtitle of Rapert Dar-
wall's book about ‘the 1otalitari-
an reots of the climate-industrial
complex’ seems designad to ap-
peal 1o readers who are already
skeptical about curren! climate
change and environmentalist
policies, Green Tyranny is a
must-read for every person who
cherishes freedom and who
wants to know how environmen-
talism could become so powerful
that, in some countries, it Seems
like a new state religion

“Darwall presents a wealth of
detail to explain how a powerful
Green/Left network managed 1o
occupy key political positions in
Europe and the US, and 1o 2:tahlish
(or gain control of) nstituticns that
give them unquestioned authority
owet the subject. Learning about this
cevelopment, it is particularly frus-
trating to read how these indtiutions
were often'created by fmancingfrom
very wealthy donars

“Darwall also examines indi-
vidual policies desizgned o stave
off climate change. In the case of
Germany with its "Energicwende/
the effort 1o decarbonize the
soonomy; he proves that even after
bllions of dollars in government
spending and ever-rising lectric-
ity costs for consumers, Gerniany's
I202 emissions remain basically
ke same. Meanwhile the grid's
stability has contlnuously deterio-
rated. Despite its obvious =hs-ence
of success, Germany relizs more
heavily upon wind [".u ns and
shotowoltaic solar power syatens.

*Darwall is adamant when he re-
,ﬂd‘zn\ﬂmﬂmmmn"m I 351 5K "I'IﬂLﬂ
|hreatto freedom and cives alar
examples of how the Creen a:
managed to influence not only
politics, but public opinion and
industrial policy as well.”

Let's see if green propagandists
will dismiss Rupert Darwall's
writings ag fake news The charge
of "de-growth” is devastating.

-

yenohserver@gmail, com
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more than 60 civil society organ

E United States, in partnersh;zamth
(CSOs), hosted a summit in Pu

tions
Princesa

City, Palawan to coordinate action fur| marine

biodiversity conservation and pro

uh in the

coastal areas of Northern Luzon, Mindoro and
Palawan that face the South China Sea. |

United States Amm? for Inter-
nationsl Deelopment (Usaid)

she underscored ce of
the 118-Philippines patmmh}p in
ereating mum:mr opporunities

and protecting coastal ecosystens

throughout the region
con-  Palawan Third Di rict Rep.
N EBdward Hagedpm acknowl-
d edged that “the protection and
f  preservation of \l&Et Philip-
gy fleets, _pine Sea is a herculean task that
.rHe said that the Hmmi gmtm - requires t{:lli!ct ve, whole.of-
as “an endunns friend, partner nation action.” | i
and ally” will "support sustain-  He added that { ing of .
able fishing pra mmm repmmm sniversit
food security amt‘ vance the nongovernmental organizati
conservalion of marine ecosystems  municipal i Ik -
as we work toward achieving our  ganizations, commerdial ﬁshm

shared goal of indusive g_mm’?:
and a free, pI‘DGpEIDuS and secure
indo-Pacific region.”

The CS0s' aumrmt was Orga-
nized as a follow-up to the visit of

115 Vice President Kamala Harris to

Palawan in November 2022 where

asaucmtmnﬂ, the private sector,
cooperatives and alliances can
help. “prepare a common agenda

and action plan protecting West
Philippine Sea res and ad-
dressing food security and liveli-
hood issues” | '
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E@alpment aml
environment grants

Whu]e in Puerm Pnncesa City,
Washbum and USAid: ]Jwersuy,
qum-, Inclusion and Accessibility
Senior Adviser Kathom Boaker-Ve-
loz handed over freezers and other
fish diying materials valued at
PSI‘I&DDU 1o wWomen associations

ﬂﬁe I'i‘-h-iﬂriand fr&mﬁ fo the women

mme;l pqnh s t}pm the i.uzmr
Roxas lourﬁ ion 10 aweard envi-
ronment grants valued at P64 mil-
lion to fow local organizations:
Magkakaigang Tribu ng Palawan,
Palavwan Biodiversitr Conservation
Advocates, World Wide Fund for

Mature and tﬂl‘.l:lrmll‘li‘ty Centerad -

in Pun’r‘.tﬂl'.
grants, the Ch

. protection, n

Conservatign.

Palawan-bas
diversity col

agement and

three biodiv

projects covaring | the Philippine-

waters in the Sotith China Sea,

1 l_ i UFFER FalEl RARNER  EOIIGNiAL  CARTOOH
i [ Mo | ymoey
FaEE [rereT
| b = 3
iy e =
7|

sslulitp $ulnr Hr.lser Kathryn Booker-Velor curn over
g Eit:.r Paiawan. CONTRI I!UTED PHOGTO

including Fish Right, (e Sustain-
able Interventions [0 Biodiversity,
(Iceans and Landscapes; and
Investing in Sustainability and
Partnerships for Tnclus v+ Growth
and Regenerative Loosyslens,
“’hess three projects have a com-
bined value of P< 3 billion in
development assistance from the
115 government.
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PARIS, France (AFP) — Plasiic
pollution in the world's oceans b
reached “unpr:eﬂem:ed levels™ over

Jimtemnational trpaty to stop the harmy-
il waste, | i

Ocean plasty pollution isa pers
tent problem agound the globe — ani-
mals may become entangled in latger

i Besearch published on Wednesday

i T L 9f ']f"'"ﬂ'lm Fim;,m!-‘{

MHHH.M*BULLETIEJ

T[!'F-. MAFHN'S TEARING MEWEDP AP
RISE in peean plastic pollution '--;unp__l_f;r_:

the past 15 yeqies, 4 new: StUd].F has!
found, calling {for a legally binding:

journal PLOS One.

pieces of plastig like fishing nets, or
ingest micropigstics that evenmally
enter the food thain o be consumed
by humans. [ '

_..l' B
] I
|- 1 . |_
L{lTH 1 '-l| Pt | Gk I w.rm TR TG ETR CAET
ﬂ- SANIEY
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170 trillion pieces of plastic, mai
microplastics, on the surface of
waorld's aceans teday, much of it 4
carded since 20065,

“Plastic pollution in the w:;ri
aceans during the past 15 years h

v reached unprecedentedd levels,” said

the study, published in open- arm

The amounts were h.lghEt

‘previous estimates; and the study
‘found that the rate of plastic enteri

the oteans conld accelerate several-

fold in the mnnng decades lf
unchﬂ{.‘keﬂ

BE
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from over 11,000 '.‘.ih'::lﬁm'l.‘i around £1e
world focusing on a 40-year period
betwean 1979 and 2019,

They foiind po trends until 1099,
thett a fluciuadon i in trends betwoesh
1990 and 2005. After uml the sdmples
shyrocket.

"We see-a rEaih.r rapid increase
dgince 2005 heranse there ic 2 1apid
increase it production and also a
limited nmnber ol policies thar are
contralling the release of plastic into
the ocean,” contributing avthor Lisa
Erdle told AFP. ;

The sorlices of plastic pollntion (o
the brean a'e numerous.

E, nile th]ﬂgs like clothing, car
ires and single-use plastics often
pallute nearer to the coast.
JThéxy eventually break down into
Amicropdastics, which Erdle =aid can
ook lilte “ronferti dn the surface of
he ocean.” _ Rk
"Flood of toxic products'
On carrent trends, plastic use will

gountties by 2050, reaching 451 mil-
jout tuns each year, according to the
{eport, jointly produded by Economist
dmpact and The Nippon Foundation.
N im dgso, only twy million tons of
lastic were produces worldwide.

nets and buoys ¢ Rec;rchng; w{w
‘middle of the

V' «double from PO19 across G20

aduanced Waste| management sys-
tems, has don& li !:1(‘ to help the
pol]utmn pmblm jlnce just a small
percentage of plas Ics are properly
“recycled and much pften ending up
in landfills m-cl:e;’id
If landfills ar¢
aged, plastic was|e
environment, Fven
way lu peeans, |
“We really w sep a lack of recy-
cling, & flood of llunic products and
packaging," Erdie
The rates of plagtic waste were
seentorecedeatp n pmnts between
1990 and 2005, in
were some effective policies in place
to control pollution, ||

3 _t propetly mian-
an lecch into the
ally making its
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