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Japan, US to send experts 
on oil spill removal operations 
By AARON RECUENCO 

The Japan ese Coast Guard (JCG) has 
committed assis tance to the Philippine 
government in containing and cleanin g 
th e oil spill off th e waters of Mindo ro 
Island. 

Guard said personnel from the JCG an 
expected to be deployed in the countr) 
to assist in the ongoing oil spill respons( 
ope ration s , pa rti cular ly in Na uj an 
Oriental Mindoro. 

In a statement , the Philippine Coast 

"According to Ambassador of Japar 
in t he Philippin es Kaz uhiko ►l(] 
Ko shikawa , Japan will se nd a 

Japan, US to send experts .on 
oil spill removal operations 1 ◄ 
disaster relief expert team on oil 
removal and control to augment the 
country's manpower and assets,,, 
the statement read. 

Aside from Japan, the United 
States Coast Guard has already in -
formed the Philippine government 
that it will also assist in the same 
operation. 

, The oil spill occurred after the MT 
Princess Empress sank off the waters 
of Oriental Mindoro on Feb. 28. It was 
carrying more than 8001000 liters of 
industrial fuel oil. 

The oil spill has already affected 
the coastal areas of at least eight 
towns of Oriental Mindoro, while 
oil slicks were monitored in nearby 
areas. The oil spill also threatens to 
tnore tourist spots in neighboring 

areas. 
Discussions are still ongoing to 

contain the spread of the oil spill, 
including mapping out of strategies 
on what to do with the oil tanker. 

In a statement, the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
said the location of the vessel 
was already located through the 
National Mapping and Resource 
Information Authority (NAMRIA) 
BRP Hydrographer Ventura. 

Based on the DENR data, the 
vessel was located about northeast 
of Pola, Oriental Mindoro but it is 
"believed to have moved southeast 
from its last known position where 
it completely submerged.,, 

The site is about 1,200 feet or 
approximately 400 meters below 

sea level. 

Cash-for-work 
On Wednesday, March 8, the PCG 

started meeting with the provincial 
government of Oriental Mindoro to 
deploy as many people to help in the 
oil spill clean-up drive. 

During the meeting, it was 
agreed that the government will hire 
one person per family in all affected 
coastal areas under the "cash-for­
work11 program. 

"There will also be a massive and 
simultaneous shoreline clean - up on 
Friday, March 10, 11 the PCG said in 
a statement released on Thursday. 

For other missions ,;BRP Bagacay 
(MRRV-4410) applied 1,200 liters 
of oil dispersant in the waters off 
Naujan. 

Meanwhile, shoreline clean -up 
teams, LGU representa tives, and 
volunteers collected several sacks 
of oiled debris in Pola. 
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By Rey E. Requejo and 
Macon Ramos-Araneta 

the environmental group Oceana 
Philippines warned Thursday. 

Marcos Jr. said would take the government 
about four months to clean up. 

THE damage from the oil spill of a 
sunken tanker in Oriental Mindoro rs 
"extensive" and will be felt for decades, 

This developed as the United States 
and South Korea offered to send more 
aid and Japan sent a team of oil removal 
and control experts that would help in the 
ongoing cleanup that President Ferdinand 

That timetable, however, is ''unrealistic" 
and · about two months short at least, said 
lawyer Rose-Liz.a Eisma-Osorio, legal and 
policy director of Oceana Philippines. 

"I think the realistic (timetable) would 

be 6 months to a year," Osorio told AN C's 
"Headstart," adding that mangroves, 
seagrasses, and corals in the area "will 
take years to recover" from the tragedy. 

The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) is planning 
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to seek the help of the participants in the 
2023 Balikatan military exercises for the 
cleanup drives in areas affected by the oil 
spill, the Presidential Communications 
Office said. 

Environment Secretary Antonia 
· Loyzaga, in a meeting with President 
Marcos on Wednesday, said her agency 
would work with the US Embassy "to 
explore the possibility of deploying the 
participants of the joint military drills," as 
part of efforts for cleanup and reduction of 
the irDpact of the oil spill incident. 

Loyzaga added that the DENR has 
coordinated with the provincial local 
government units, the sunken vessel's 
owner, and the Department of Social 

Welfare and Development for potential 
additional sources of funds for the cash­
for-work program that will be given to 
affected residents. 

Thousands of wciikers displaced 
by the oil spill will be giventemporary 
jobs under the emergency employment 
program of the Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), with over PlOO 
million ~armarked for the cash-for-work 
tack. 

"Around 10,000 individuals will 
be expected as beneficiaries," Labor 
Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma said in 
a phone interview on Thursday with the 
Philippine News Agency, ·adding DOLE 
expected to come up·with the final list of 
beneficiaries soon. · 

Laguesma said ambulant and maiket 
stall fish vendors 'and employees of beach 
resorts will also be given assistance. 

The humanitarian and social action 
arm of the Catholic Bishops'Conference 
of the Philippines (CBCP) will also send 
aid to residents affected by the oil spill in 
Oriental Mindoro. 

Calapan, Orienial Mindoro's Diocesan 
Social Action Center (DSAC) director Fr. 
Edwin Gariguez said the NASSNCaritas 
Philippines would extend assistance to 
250 families. · 

The Lipa Archdiocesan Social Action 
Commission (LASAC) and the Center 
for Energy, Ecology and · Development 
(CEED) will also provide food items and 
emergency assistance. 

Meanwhile, .the oil slick has reached 
as far south as Cuyo Island in Palawan 
province, a lV -Patrol report said last 
night, apart from affecting beaches in 
Mindoro and Antique, and threatening to 
reach tourist gem Boracay Island. 

The motor tanker Princess Empress, 
which was carrying 800,000 liters of 
industrial fuel oil, sank near the Verde 
Island Passage off Mindoro-one of the 
most biodiverse marine habitats on the 
planet. 

"With this tragedy that has happened, 
the damage that it will cost to this 
ecologically sensitive area would be felt 
for decades," Eisma-Osorio stressed. 

Sen. Cynthia A. Villar filed Senate 
Resolution No: 537 on Thursday to 
iRvestigate the oil spill from the sunken 
tanker that she said "has been causing 
massive damage to the marine ecosystem 
and biodiversity, and even threatening the 
world-renowned Boracay Island." 

Villar's measure wants to inquire 
into the negative impact of the oil spill, 
ecologically ru:id economically. (See full 
story online at manilastandard.net) 
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Go: Hold oil ship 
owner accountable 

From page 1 

Go urged the authorities to hold 
those responsible accountable for 
the incident. 

Me anwhile, the Philippine 
Coa t Guard on Thursday said the 
Japanese Coast Guard was on its 
way to help contain the oil spill 
that is devastating the waters off 
nine municipalities of the province, 
including some coastal towns of 
Palawan and Antique. 

"Oil control experts from the 
Japan Coast Guard will help the 
Philippine Coast Guard and other 
agencies in the ongoing oil spill 
response operations in Naujan," 
the PCG said in a Viber message. 

The announcement of the 
Japanese assistance was made in 
a social media post by that country's 
ambassador to the Philippines, 
Kazuhiko Koshikawa. 

According to Koshikawa, "Japan 
will send an expert disaster team on 
oil removal and control to augment the 
Philippines' manpower and assets." 

The affected towns of Oriental 
Mindoro include Naujan, Pola , 
Pinamalayan, Gloria, Basud, 
Bongabong, Roxas, Mansalay, 
and Bulalacao, according to the 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Office. \ 

Seventy-six barangays across the 
municipalities have been placed 
under a state of calamity due to 
the damage caused by the oil spill. 

On 4 March, the Philippine Coast 
Guard reported that the oil spill had 
reached the island town of Caluya 
in Antique. 

The DENR had earlier said 
over 2,000 hectares of coral reefs, 
mangroves, and seagrass had been 
affected, while water samples from 
several areas in Oriental Mindoro 
failed the water quality test. 

Estimates are that over 36,000 
hectares of mangroves, coral reefs, 
and seagrass will potentially be 
affected by the oil spill, after reports 
said the oil has reached the province 
of Antique, with fears it might go 
farther west or to Palawan province. 
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On Thursday, the DSWD said 

the number of affected families in 
Oriental Mindoro had reached 25,000. 

The DENR said it will seek the 
help of American soldiers who will 
participate in joint drills with Filipino 
soldiers in Balikatan 2023 in containing 
and mopping up the oil spill. 

Environment Secretary Antonia 
Yulo Loyzaga said her department 
will ask the United States Embassy 
"to explore the possibility of 
deploying the participants of the 
joint military drills, the Balikatan 
2023, to mitigate the effects of the 
oil spill as the dispersed oil might 
reach as far as the exclusive posh 
Amanpulo beach resort in Palawan. 

Loyzaga said the local authorities of 
the island in Palawan had been alerted. 
Balikatan 2023 is scheduled on 24-27 
April. The DENR's move is on top of 
Japan's and South Korea's intentions 
to help in containing the oil spill. 

Latest data from the provincial 
government showed an additional 25 
oil spill-related health cases- bringing 
the total to 43. 

The government will also start 
temporary livelihood programs for 
affected families. Local residents 
will be hired for the cleanup under 
a cash-for-work program. 

The provincial government and 
the Coast Guard reported that, so 
far, around 230 liters of floating oil 
and 76 drums of oil-contaminated 
debris that reached the shorelines 
had been collected. 
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Class suit 
eyed 

vs sunken 
tanker owner 

The municipal government of Pola 
will create a task force to run after the 
owner of the sunken motor tanker MT 

; Princess Empress for the oil spill in the 
waters off Oriental Mindoro, according 
to the Philippine Coast Gurad (PCG). 

The PCG said appropriate legal ac­
tions would be pursued against the 
owner, operator and insurer of the tanker. 

Environmental group Oceana said 
a class suit may be filed against the 
owner of Princess. 

"A · class suit requires only two 
conditions - that it has a common or 
general interest for many persons, and 
the parties are so numerous that it is 
impractical to bring them all before 
the courts. One may sue on behalf or 
defend for the benefits of all persons," 
Oceana legal and police director Liza 
Osorio said. 

She said affected residents can·seek 
damages under Republic Act 9483 or 
the Oil Pollution Law. 

Osorio said the owner of Empress 
is also liable under the Fisheries Code 
and Clean Water Act. 

The Orient.al Mindoro Provincial 
Risk Reduction and Management 
Office (PRRMO) reported that 19,956 
families in 65 barangays were affected 
by the oil spill. In Pola town alone, 11 
barangays were affected. 

The Department of Health said 18 
residents fell ill after being exposed to 
the oil slick. 

The PRRMO said 13 marine pro­
tected areas covering 2,7,43 hectares 
in Naujan town have been affected by 
the oil spill. 
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Japan to send experts 
The Japanese embassy said it is 

sending experts to help in oil spill re­
moval and control. 

"We are one with you in these try­
ing times," Japanese Ambassador 
Kazuhiko Koshikawa said in a post 
on Twitter. . 

The PCG said oil control experts 
from the Japan Coast Guard would 
help concerned agencies in oil spi.11 
response operations. 

Meanwhile, integrated marine ser­
vice _provider Harbor Star Shipping 
Services Inc. was tapped to assist in 
efforts to clean up the oil spill. 

"On March 7, Harbor Star secured 
a contract with the owner of the vessel 
MT Princess Empres~ for the deploy­
ment of manpower and resources 
for shoreline cleanup and oily waste 
disposal as directed and approved 
by the Philippine Coast Guard, local 
government units and other concerned 
agencies," Harbor Star said. 

P100-M aid 
for displaced workers 
The Department o_f Labor and Em­

ployment (DOLE) said it allotted PlOO 
million for the temporary employment 
of those affected by the oil spill. 

Labor Secretary Bienvenido Lagues­
ma said about 10,000 residents are ex­
pected to benefit from the emergency 
employment program, among other 
assistance from the DOLE. 

Laguesma said beneficiaries would 
engage in cleanup activities to ensure 
that the oil spill can be addressed at the 
soonest time possible. . 

Caritas Philippines and the archdio­
cese of Lipa, Batangas said it donated 
financial assistance and relief goods to 
affected residents in Oriental Mindoro. 

Fr. Edu Gariguez said a "fund 
tr~nsfer" from Caritas Philippines is 
bemg processed for the Diocesan Social 
Action Center in the province. 

- Robertzon Ramirez, DM, Mayen 
Jaymalin, Pia Lee-Brago, _Elijah 
Rosales, Evelyn Macairan . 

D D C 
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTO 
STORY 

- 2 
DATE 



Philippine Coast Guard personnel contln 
Installing an oll spill boom as part of · 
containment and recovery operations In 
the waters off Naujan, Oriental Mindoro 
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IMPACT ON LIVELIHOOD, MARINE ENV'T 

PC6 SAYS POLA LOCAL 6OV'T 
EYEING SUIT DUE-TO OIL SPILL 

By Dexter Cabalza 
and Jane Bautista 
@Team Inquirer 

The Philippine Coast Guard 
(PCG) said the municipal gov­
ernment of Pola in Oriental 
Mindoro would pursue legal 
actions against the owner, op­
erator or insurer of the sunken 
fuel tanker in proper courts or 
administrative agencies due to 
the damage from the oil spill. 

The PCG said the town 
would create Task Force Pola to 
study the appropriate charges. 

Pola Mayor Jennifer Cruz 
said that apart from the tempo­
rary suspension of fishing activ­
ities in the province, the tour­
ism industry in her town also 
saw a decline after the oil spill 
reached some of their beaches. 

MT Princess Empress, 
which carried 800,000 liters of 
industrial oil, capsized in the 
waters off Naujan town in Ori­
ental Mindoro on Feb. 28 and 
sank the following day after 
experiencing engine trouble. 

The spill has affected coastal 
areas of Oriental Mindoro and 
Caluya town in Antique province. 

In an online press confer­
ence on Thursday, Ram Joseph 
Temefla of the Provincial Disas­
ter Risk Reduction and Manage­
ment Office in Oriental Mindoro, 
said Pola was the worst hit as 11 

barangays reported sightings of 
the oil spill in their shoreline. 

Temefla told a virtual press 
conference that nine out of 15 
towns in Oriental Mindoro had 
been affected by the spill while 
18 people reportedly got sick due 
to inhalation of toxic fumes. 

The PCG said the shore­
line cleanup team in Pola "ob­
served minimal traces and 
patches of oil along the shore­
lines with a 3-kilometer length 
area covered. They also noted 
patches of oil floating on the 
surface of the water." 

PCG spokesperson Rear 
Admiral Armando Balilo ear­
lier admitted it would be diffi­
cult for responders to conduct 
salvage operations because the 
vessel sank 400 meters deep'in 
the sea. The PCG has been in­
stalling booms in the waters off 
Naujan as part of its contain 
ment and recovery operations. 

work program," the PCG said. 
A simultaneous shoreline 

cleanup will be conducted in 
different areas in Oriental Min­
doro on Friday. 

Harbor Star Shipping Ser­
vices Inc. said it secured a con­
tract with the vessel owner on 
March 7 for the "deployment 
of manpower and resources 
for shoreline cleanup and oily 
waste disposal." 

Deja vu 
Danny Ocampo, senior 

campaign manager of the con­
servation group Oceana, said 
the incident was like a "deja vu" 
of the Guimaras oil spill in 2006. 

"I saw people before in Gui­
maras na tinatabo-tabo yung 
(using dippers to scoop the) oil 
with no personal protection 
equipment and I saw that again 
in Pola and here we are 10 days 
since the spill but there's still no 
clear way to contain it," he said. 

"We salute government 
agencies for doing their part 
but we think there's not enough 
information available for pre­
paredness. People in Antique 
are reaching out to Oceana and 
maybe other NGOs (nongover­
mental organizations): 'What 
should we do in case the oil 
reaches our shores?"' he said. 

Libertad, Antique Mayor 
Mary Jean Te, in the same press 
conference, said coastal commu­
nities were concerned that the oil 
spill would reach their area and 
would impact on local livelihood 
and marine biodiversity. 

The PCG, however, said it 
found no trace of fresh oil drift­
ing in the waters off Caluya, An­
tique, where the spill reached 
three coastal villages earlier. 

No "significant landing of 
oil" had been observed along the 
shorelines since March 8, said 
Commander Jansen Benjamin, 
public information officer of the 
PCG Western Visayas District. 

But Benjamin said the dan­
ger remained that MT Prin­
cess Er_npress would release 
all its cargo unless the sunken 
tanker was properly assessed. 

Environmental groups 
Oceana, Greenpeace Philip­
pines and the Center for Ener­
gy,. Ecology and Development 
called for transparency from 
the national government on 
the real extent of the damage 
caused by the spill. 

.. . 

Cleanup help 
In a statement on Thurs­

day, the PCG said a team from 
the Japanese Coast Guard was 
expected to be deployed in the 
country to assist in the oil spill 
response operations, particu­
larly in Naujan town. 

"According to Ambassador 
of Japan in the Philippines Ka­
zuhiko Koshikawa, Japan will 
send a disaster relief expert 
team on oil removal and con­
trol to augment the country's 
manpower and assets," it said. 

On Wednesday, the PCG met 
with Oriental Mindoro Gov. Hu­
merlito Dolor to discuss updates 
on the response operations. 

"The officials have agreed 
to hire one person per family 
in all affected coastal munic­
ipalities under the cash-for-
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"More importantly, there 
must be accountability from the 
companies involved, especial­
ly the owner of the cargo. They 
must pay for the immediate and 
long-term damages their busi­
ness operations have caused, es­
pecially in the disruption of live­
lihoods and access to ecosystem 
services," said Greenpeace cam­
paigner Jeff Chua 

Fernando Hi cap, chair of the 
fisherfolk group Pamalakaya, 
said the government must come 
up with a contingency plan "for 
any potential ecological disas­
ter" caused by potential fish kills 
following the massive oil spill. 
-WITH REPORTS FROM DEMPSEY 

REYES, TYRONE JASPER PIAD AND 

CONNIE FERNANDEZ-BROJA-N INQ 
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Oil spill exposes issue 
of accountability 

l 

0 
N February 28, the oil tanker MT Princess Empress began 
taking ih water after sailing into rough seas off the coast 
of Naujan town, Oriental Mindoro. The ship was on its 

way to Iloilo from Bataan with 800,000 liters of industrial oil. 
Two days later, the Princess Empress finally slipped beneath 

the waves, triggering what could be the country's worst oil 
spill since another tanker sank off Guimaras in 2006. 

As ofThursday, authorities were still scrambling to locate the Prin­
cess Empress, believed to be lying about 1,200 feet below the surface. 

Finding the tanker is a race against time; officials need to 
know how much more oil is leaking from its cargo hold, and 
if the flow could be contained. 

The oil that has seeped out has formed a slick about 25 kilo­
meters long and 500 meters wide. The slick has already fouled 
up the waters and beaches of at least eight coastal towns in 
Oriental Mindoro. There are concerns that the winds and tides 
could bring the slick to as far as northern Palawan. Along the 
way, it could contaminate the pristine beaches ofBoracay Island 
in Ak.lan. Patches of oil have also been reported in Antjque. 

A major environmental disaster appears to be in the mak­
ing. Thousands of hectares of coral reefs, mangroves and 
seaweed are under threat. 

The oil slick has already impacted hundreds of fishermen 
and their families in Oriental Mindoro, exposing them to 
health risks and endangering their livelihood. 

Transporting oil from production sources to consumption 
locations is an essential function in global commerce, but it 
is a function that carries big risks as well. 

Accidental oil spills inflict severe damage on ecosystems, the 
well-being of communities and local economies. The world first 
realized that in 1989, when the tanker Exxon Valdez ran aground 
in Prince William Sound in Alaska, releasing 11 million gallons 
of oil that blackened 1,300 miles of shoreline. The oil killed 
thousands of fish and wildlife and polluted their habitats, and 
affected local industries and communities. 

The Exxon Valdez incident stood as-the US' largest environmen­
tal tragedy, surpassed only in 2010, when an explosion on the 
Deepwater Horizon oil well drilling platform killed 11 workers 
and discharged millions of barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico. 

In response to the Exxon Valdez disaster, the US Congress 
passed the Oil Pollution Act, which requires that federal and 
state agencies work with the companies responsible for oil 
spills to assess the overall damage. Once a report is final ­
ized, the responsible parties must pay for cleanup efforts and 
compensate the people affected. 

In 1992, 7 4 states, including the Philippines, signed a treaty 
to set up the International Fund for Compensation for Oil 
Pollution Damage, which pays victims of oil pollution dam­
age who cannot get compensation from the owner of tankers 
responsible for oil spills. · 
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In con~onan~e with the treaty, President Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo signed m 2007 Republic Act (RA) 9483, or the "Oil 
Pollution Compensation Act," which establishes a fund for 
oil pollution management. 

U~d~r RA 9483, the Maritime Industry Authority (Marina) 
admm1sters the fund, and is supposed to collect a 10-centavo­
per-liter fee on every delivery or transshipment of oil by tanker 
barges and haulers. 

The fund will finance the containment, removal and 
cleanup operations of the Philippine Coast Guard during oil 
pollution incidents. 

Noble as its intentions are, RA 9483 remains largely unenforced 
because it lacks the implementing rules and regulations (IRR). 

As early as 2014, then-Kabataan party-list representative 
Terry Ridon s~ught t~ correct this oversight by authoring a 
House resolut10n callmg for the drafting of the IRR to reac-
tivate the dormant law. · 

Ridon filed the resolution in reaction to the damage caused 
by oil leaking from a power barge that was beached in Es­
tancia, Iloilo, at the height of Typhoon "Yolanda" in 2013. 

He also said Congress must determine if oil tanker owners 
have been contributing to the oil pollution management fund. 
RA 9483 needs to be reviewed, especially now that we could 
be facing another environmental nightmare. . 
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Groups warn of 'long-term 
of Mindoro ·oil spill cata 

BY JONATHAN L. MAYUGA prevent them from happening, or if post in Pola to help the town manage 
W @jo11lmay11ga they do, contain them from spread- the cUsastersituation. Right now, the 

ing and prevent them from reaching sea condition is preventing us from 
PARTICIPANTS of an online the shores, he said. reaching affected barangays. Some 

forum organized by interna- Horsman said the one thing that are barangays not reachable ~s t!1ey 
tional environmental groups thegovernmentandotherstakehold- are accessible only by small boats and 

Greenpeace and Oceana Philippines ers responding to an oil spill can do is single motorcycles," he said. 
on Thursday expressed grave con- by removing the oil safely. "But you Temeiia sa id the sea condi-
cern over the "long-term environ- can't clean it up. You have oily waste tions remain "baq" preventing the 
mental, social, economi~, and health that has to be dealt with," he said. PDRRMO, including the Philippine 
impact" of the Mindoro oil spill. 

Where's the boat? 
Coast Guard (PCG), Department of 

Paul Horsman, GreenpeaceStra- Environment and Natural Resources 
tegic Advisor, said oil spills like RAM JOSEPH TEMENA, Provin- (DENR), and other volunteers from 
the Guimaras oil spill in 2006 and cial Disaster Risk Reduction Man- conducting oil cleanup operations. 
elsewhere around the world, have agement Office (PDRRMO) chief of So far, he said a total of21.5 drums 
long-term impacts on the environ- Oriental Mindoro, which is severely of oil and oil debris were collected in 
ment, including the biodiversity in affected by the sinking of MV Prin- three barangays in Pola. 
affected ecosystems. cess Empress off the shores of Nau- "We are really trying to contain 

Oil spills can sometimes be felt jan, Oriental Mindoro on February this since March 1. Our governor is 
even 30 years after the tragedy, 28, said until now, authorities have hands-on and is working with vari-
causing irreparable damage to cor- yet to pinpoint the exact locat ion of ous agencies, particularly the PCG, 
als, seagrass, and mangroves. the ill-fated vessel. which is taking the lead in address-

Greenpeace responds to oil spills It was reported to be carrying ing the disaster," he said, addingtha t 
around the worid and has witnessed 800,000 liters of oil that began to the DENR is also helping out and is 
its long-term impacts. ooze out from the sunken vessel conductingwatersamplingtocollect 

"We are trying to campaign for and started to spread to coastal data from the shorelines. 
the phase out of oil, gas and coal," towns nearby. 

PCG response Horsman said in a pre-recorded Sq far, he said out of the 15 mu-
video message. nicipalities of Oriental Mindoro, PCG Commodore Fidell~s D. Salidao 

"Oil spills are dangerous to ma- nine municipalities are now affected said in response to the oil spill, off-
rine life and the environment. We by the oil spill. shore and onshore cleanup is being 
are dealing here with highly toxic "We have 65 barangays affect- conducted. 
material that is normally buried un- ed. The town of Pola is the worse af- He said manual scooping is being 
derground," he explained. fected. We have sightings of oil spill done onshore to put the oil in con-

According to Horsman, the chemi- in the shoreline already. Eleven baran- tainers and bring them to Calapan, 
cal makeup of oil cause cancers, direct gays reported that the oil spill reached Oriental Mindoro for hauling. "We 
poisoning, and physical effects on the shores already," Temeiia said. collected mixture, 580 liters of oily 
animals. He said in the past, thou- He added thatfisherfolkfrom the water mixtures were collected. Why 
sands of thousands of birds die as a province's 111 barangays in the af- only that? It is because of thedisper-
result of the impact of oil. fected towns are also affected as they sal operation that ~e are conduct-

"It has a lasting effect on the en- are prevented from fishing activities. ing. V{espraythe spill [with chemical 
vironment. Whatyoudon'tseeisthe So far, Temeiia said, a total of •. dispersants] to dilute the oil. It will 
longer effect of an oil spill," he said·, 19,556 families in Oriental Mind- disperse. Kaya iyon lang ang nakuha 
adding that even after cleanups, oil oro alone are aff~cted and belong to natin na oil," he said in narrating 
remains in th~ environment and coastal communities from the towns PCG's onshore response. 
could hardly be ,really removed. of Naujan all the way to Bulalakaw. Offshore, he said four teams from 

"The biggest mistake by govern- He added that based on reports the PCG were deployed in Pola. 
ment, authorities, and corporations received by the PDRRMO, of the to- "As of reporting, we have collected 
in responding to an oil spill is they tal of 29 marine protected areas or approximately 16.63 cubic meters 
undermine orunderstate the paten- MP As, 13 are already affected, cover- of debris. Contaminated absorbent 
tialimpact. The fact is, theywillhave ing a total of 2,743 hectares. booms and pads are included in the 
along-term impact. The corporations In terms ofitshealthimpact, Teme- estimated debris. The concentration 
are trying to undermine the oil spill," iia said 18 persons in the town of Pola that is coming out is the target of the 
Horsman pointed out. have reported suffering from nausea operation," he added. 

Prevention 
and vomiting, particularly from the Ivan Andres, Center for Energy, 
Buhay na Tubig. one of the bar~ngays Ecology and Development coastal 

WHAT the government and the pri- severely affected by the oil spill: communities and climate program 
vate sector can do against oil spills is "We have an incident command lead, said based on reports gathered 
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by the group, 18,000 fisherm~n are 
not able to fi sh. 

He said the impacts are not only 
with the fisherfolk. The team de-
ployed on the ground reported that 
the "no-fishing" order affected the 
economy,includingtourism.Around 
Pll bill ion in fisheries livelihood is 
estimated to be lost. 

Andres said revenue loss from 
tourism is also expected. In 2019, he 
noted that revenue from tourism in 
the area was P3.5 billion. 

He added that as of Wednesday, 
March 8, 43 people are already suf: 
fering from severe headaches and 
nausea in various parts of the prov-
ince, and called on the government 
to look into these health occurrences. 

He expressed alarm on key find-
ings from the University of the 
Philippines-Marine Science insti-
tute that around 36,000 hectares of 
fishing could be affected by the spill. 

Help 
CASH aid and food packs, he said, 
are being released but communities 
are worried as to until when such 
help will last. 

While an extensive effort should 
be exerted to contain theoilspill,An-
dressaiditisequallyimportanttoad-
dress the livelihood, environmental, 
and health problems brought about 
by the oil spill, and hold those respon-
sible accountable for the disaster. 

Accountability 
ATTY. Liza Osorio, Legal and Policy 
Director at Oceana Philippines reit-
erated that accountability measures 
are in place, and government only 
needs to enforce them. 

She said there are various laws 
wherein affected communities can 
seek legal remedy, and demand ac-
countability from the private com-
panies to the government who are 
responsible for the oil spill. 

The owner of the ill fated vessel 
MT Princess Empress, which until 
now remains to be unidentified, 
should shoulder clean up-expenses 
and consequential loss for the con-
tamination, including income, or 
earnings, of persons affected, in-
eluding human health or loss oflives. 



TITLE : 

STRATEGIC 

COMMUNICATION 
AND BusinessWorld. w UPPER 

D 
INITIATIVES 

SERVICE 

LOWER 

PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. on Wednesday said the government alms to 
clean up the 800,000-liter oil spill from a tanker that sank In the waters of NauJan 
In Oriental Mindoro last week In less than four months. 

Gov't should be transparent 
on oil spill extent, impact 
says Greenpeace Philippines 
GREENPEACE Philippines on Thursday 
urged the government of President Fer­
dinand R. Marcos, Jr. to ensure transpar­
ency on the real extent of the oil spill off 
the province of Oriental Mindoro south 
of the Philippine capital and its effect on 
communities. 

"We need the utmost transparency 
from the government on the real extent 
of the spill and its impact," Jefferson M. 
Chua, campaigner at the environmental 
group, told a virtual news briefing. "We 
also need transparency in terms of 
efforts being made, to make these com­
panies involved provide the immediate 
redress to communities." 

Japan has sent a team of experts 
who will advise the Philippines on the 
cleanup of an oil spill off the coast of 
Oriental Mindoro Province that threatens 
tens of thousands of hectares of coral 
reefs, mangroves and seagrass, not to 
mention residents of the area. 

The Japan Disaster Relief Expert 
Team would be sent "on humanitarian 
grounds and for marine environment 

. conservation," the Japanese Embassy in . 
Manila said in a statement on Thursday. 

"Japan hopes that this assistance 
contributes to the prevention of further 
marine contamination and to the resto­
ration of the marine environment, and 
intends to continue working closely with 
the Philippines," it said. 

Mr. Marcos on Wednesday said 
the government aims to clean up the 
800,000-liter oil spill from a tanker 
that sank in the waters of Naujan in 
Oriental Mindoro last week in less than 
four months. 

MT Princess Empress was carrying 
800,000 liters of industrial fuel oil 
when it sank off Oriental Mindoro, 
one of the five provinces surrounding 
the Verde Island Passage, one of the 
world's most diverse marine habitats. 

Marine experts estimate that as 
many as 20,000 hectares of coral reefs, 
9,900 hectares of mangroves and 6,000 
hectares of seagrass could have been 
affected by the spill. 

Senators and congressmen have 
called for separate investigations of the 
incident, which prompted the province 
to place nearly 80 coastal villages in 
nine towns under a state of calamity. 

Mr. Marcos said the government 
had tapped local fishermen who were 
temporarily banned from sailing to help 
the government in the cleanup drive. 

"We are monitoring the situa-
tion closely," he said, adding that the 
government is working with the private 
sector and Japan to address the issue. 

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources has said about 11,000 fisher­
folk families were affected by the oil spill. 

"The only way to know the size of 
this oil spill is through sampling and 
accurate and timely reporting by gov­
ernment authorities.and the vigilance of 
communities," Mr. Chua said. 

Mary Jean N. Te, mayor of the town of 
Libertad in the province of Antique, said 
they were afraid that the oil spill could 
reach their shores especially as the har­
vest season for yellowfin tuna starts. "We 
have the biggest number of mangroves, 
and we have a well-managed coastal 
resource," she told the briefing. 

Ram Joseph D. Temeiia of the 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction 
Management Office in Oriental Mindoro 
said at least 19,556 families from nine of 
15 municipalities were affected by the oil 
slick. - Sheldeen Joy Talavera 

M FULLITORY 
Read the full story by scanning 
the QR code or by typing the link 
< blt.ly/ollsplll031023 > 
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DOLE provides emergency jobs to 101( 
Mindoro residents affected by oil spill 

BY SAMUEL P. MEDENILLA 

YI @sam_medenil/a 

A ROUND 10,000 residents affected 
by the oil spill in Oriental Mind­
oro, are expected to benefit from 

the emergency employment program of 
the Department of Labor and Employ­
ment (DOLE). 

This was based from the initial estimate 
of the department of qualified beneficiaries 
of their Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa ating 
Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TU­
PAD) program in oil-spill affected areas. 

UnderTUPAD, beneficiaries are usually 
given light public works like street sweep­
ing, debris cleaning, and decloggingworks, 
which lasts for 10 to 90 days . 

"Around 10,000 individuals will be [the] 
expected beneficiaries. Secondary affected 
families, such as ambulant andmarketstall 
fish vendors and employees of MSMEs [mi­
cro, small, and medium] beach resorts will 

. also be provided assistance," Laguesmasaid. 

The TUPAD beneficiaries will help in 
the clean up of the oil spill caused by the 
sinking of MT Princess Empress in the wa­
ters off Naujan town in Oriental Mindoro 
province last February 28. 

The emergency employment will last 
for 10 to 30 days and its beneficiaries will 
be given personal protective equipment • 
to ensure their safety while cleaning the 
oil spill. 

Laguesma said they would also pro­
vide livelihood aid in the oil spill-affect­
ed communities. 

DOLE allocated PlO0 million for the 
said interventions. 

Laguesma said they are now coordinat­
ing with the Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD) and Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
(D ENR) to finalize their list ofbeneficiaries 
within the week. 

DSWD earlier said the oil spill already 
affected 7,000 families in six municipali­
ties in Oriental Mindoro . 
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Environmental impact. notwithstanding, the 
real question is why oil tankers, such as the MT 
Princess Empress, should be allowed to ply our 
precious waters· when . they may be accidents 
waiting to happen. ' · . 

How much care is taken by operators of 
commercial sea vessels to ensure a safe 
journey for all - not just the crew, or the 

The turn of.the season to the hot and humid _cargo, but the people who could bear the 
·months brings with it anticipation for summer "Yetlwwdo full brunt of possible negligence or even 
breaks and island visits. we contain a law-breaking? 

Unfortunately,thetravelsector'sbigplansfor massiveoil Much has been said about 
a full resurgence of the industry are currently spill that ,w the details of the oil spill, and "Will the 
darkened by that recent oil spill off Oriental ~ even the fact that the Japanese seavessel's 
Mindoro province. . and iblg government "is set to send a team of reporred 

.Residents' health remains at risk, and tourist irre::::i,ly disaster relief experts to assist the $1 billion 
destinations around the area may also suffer- qffeded Philippines in the ongoing cleanup insurance 
from the consequences arising from the engine mnrineqfein of the massive oil spill," a recent °Jf:::nethe 
trouble that sent an oil tanker to the bottom several, areas? report shows. needed by 
of the ocean. Yet how do we contain a massive oil these qffeded 

The MT Princess Empress, belly full with spill that no doubt has immediately fami}iesand 
800,000 liters of industrial oil, sunk on 28 and possibly irrevocably · affected busmesses? 

February in the waters off Oriental Mindoro, marine life in several areas? 
"7.6 nautical miles from Balingawan Point, The oil will spread, certainly, and word 
facing Pola Municipality in Oriental Mindoro," has it that it "might likely even reach the 
reports said. · world-renowned Boracay Island." 

Soon after it happened, demands were made . Thousands of families in the coastal areas of 
for quick action by the agencies con~erned to Mindoro were immediately advised to relocate 
stave off the oil spill's adverse effects. or take extra caution with their water usage. 

Affected are "34 locally man~ged marine These, of course, are not easy to do. 
protected a!eas in 10 municipalities and some Will the sea vessel's reported $1 billion 
36,000 hectares of coral 'reefs, mangroves, and insurance off er the lifeline needed by these 
sea grass," another report stated. affected families and businesses? In this 

· instance, one might assume the immediate and 

~~~~~~~~~~-_,--=:?~- · but also health . 
. 1~0 

.. :;: -~~:..!r--~ - · .. . - !l To avoid sea disasters like this, our 

[__] 
<: I\RTOO 

·z=s· -,.i~ - ' ·• far-reaching effects are not just on livelihoods 

- .. $]- -;,. _ .... 711,~ . · --= government must first review the laws 
_ . · . · · _ , ~ ... • governing the sea, ensure that these are · 
- - -~ '· ·-· lh'1~- -~-= ,,,..'.' implemented properly, and see that those 

~. ~ ,tl,·~~n> -~ · "'' ~ responsible for vastly damaging accidents like 
· . .,.,.,,-..,,,. - · this will be held to account. 
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has ordered the Depart­
mentofEnvironmentand Natural Res8urces (DENR) to speed up 
the oil spill cleanup in the affected areas in Oriental Mindoro. 

In response to the President's directive, the DENR is looking 
intothepossibilityoftapprngtheparticipantsofthisyear'sBalikatan 
exercises for the cleanup drives along the shores affected by the 
oil spill caused by the Feb. 28 sinking of the MT Princess Empress 
in the waters off Naujan town in Oriental Mindoro province. 

During a meeting with Marcos in Malacafiang Wednesday, 
DENR Secretary Antonia Loyzaga said the agency would work _ 
together with the United States (US) Embassy to explore the 
possibility of deploying the participants of the joint military drills, 
as partofeffortsforcleanup, mitigation, and remediation to reduce 
the impact of the oil spill incident. 

The Balikatanis the annual Philippine-led bilateral exercise of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines and the United States Armed 
Forces. 

Loyzaga said Japan and South Korea have expressed their 
willingness to help contain the oil spill. 

The DENR, Loyzaga said, is also coordinating with the provin­
cial local government units, the vessel owner, and the Department 
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) as a potential 
additional source of funds for the cash-for-work program as 
assistance to the affected residents. 

DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian said areas to be given the 
temporary means of livelihood include the towns of Bansud, Bong­
abong, Bulalacao, Gloria, Naujan, Pinamalayan, Pola, and Roxas in 
Oriental Mindoro; Caluya in Antique; andAgutaya in Palawan. 

Loyzaga, meanwhile, noted that about PHP60 million has been 
set aside for the cash-for-work program of the Department of Labor 

· and Employment (DOLE) called the Tulong Panghanapbuhay sa 
A ting Disadvantaged/Displaced Workers (TUP AD). 

She said the v~ssel owner's insurance provider has offered tq 
bring in a ship from China to plug the leak in the vessel. 

The DENR chief cited the latest reports indicating that the oil 
spill has reached the Cuyo Island group. 

Meanwhile, the oil spill in Antique and Semirara Island is 
continuing to spread, she said, estimating the rate of discharge of 
oil from the sunken vessel at 35,000 to 50,000 liters a day. 

According to the models of the National Oceanic and Atmo­
spheric Administration (NOAA), Naujan and Pola in Oriental 
Mindoro would be the hardest hit. PNA 
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Japan experts to ssist in oil spill removal ops 

By AARON RECUENCO 

The Japanese Coast Guard 
(JCG) has.comm itted ass istance 
to the Phi lippine government in 

. contain ing and cleaning the oil 
sp ill off the waters of Mindoro 
Island . 

In a statement. the Phi lippine 
Coast Gua rd sa id personnel 
from the JCG are expected to 
be dep loyed in the co untry 
to assist in the ongoing o il 
sp ill response operations, 
particu larly in \la uj an tmrn of 
Oriental \'lindoro. 

··According to ,\mbassador of 
Japan in the Philippines Kazu hiko 

. Koshikawa, Japan will send a 
disaster reli ef expert team on oi l 
remo\'a l and contro l to augment 
the cou ntry · manpower and 
assets," the statement reacf. 

As id e from Japan. th e 
L: nited States Coast Guard has 
already informed the Philippine 
government that it will ass ist in 
the same operation. · 

The oil spill occurred after the 
I\IT Princess Empress sank off 

thf waters of Oriental Mindoro 
on Feb. 28. It carries more· than 
800,000 liters of industrial fu el 
oil. 

The oil spill has already affected 
the coasta l areas ofat least eight 
towns ofOriental Mindoro while 
oi l slicks were monitored in 
nearby area . The oil spi ll also 
threatens to reach tourist spots 
in the nearby areas. 

Discussions are still ongoing 
to contain the sp read of the oi l 
sp ill , includ ing the mapping out 
of strategies on what to do ll'ith 
the oi l tanker. 

In a statement. the 
Department of Environm ent 
and Nat ura l Reso urces sa id 
the location of the vesse l was 
a lready located throu gh the 
\la tiona l r-. lapping arid Resource 
Information .-\uthority ( 'A\IRJA) 
BRP Hyd rograp her \'entura. 

Based on the DE . R data. 
the \·esse l \\'as located about 
northeast of Pola , Or ienta l 
\lindoro but it is "be li e1ed to 
have mm·ed outheast from its 
last known position where it 

completely submerged." 
The site is abo ut 1,200 feet 

or ap proximately 400 meters 
below sea level. 

Cash-for-work 
On Wednesday, !\larch 8, 

the PCG started m eeting with 
the Provincial Government of 
Oriental Mindoro to deploy as 
many people to help in the oil 
spill clean-up dri\·e. 

During the meeting. it was 
agreed that the government will 
hire one person per fam ily in all 
affected coasta l areas under the 
"cash-for-work" program. 

··There will also be a massive 
an d s imultaneous shore lin e 
clea n-up on Friday. !\larch 10," 
the PCG statement read . 

For ot he r missions. BRP 
Bagacay (I\ IRR\'-44 10) ap pli ed 
1,200 liters of oil dispersant in 
the l'icinity waters off \Ja ujan. 
Orienta l \lindoro. 

\learmhile. shore line clean­
up team . LG representatires, 
and rnlun teers collected se1era l 
sac ks of oil ed deb ri s in Pola. 
Oriental \lindoro. 
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PH, US team up vs. maritime sanctions evasion 
THE United States, together with lengestotheenforcementofsanctions; which is "located in a strategic area 
Customs, Coast Guard, and legal andmodelsforimplementingrelevant prone to various sanctions evasion 
officials from the Philippines, Indo- United Nations Security Council res- . tactics". 
nesia, Vietnam, and Taiwan has olutions. . While ih Manila, the participants 
sought to strengthen regional coop- "This event is a grea.t opportunity also visited the Philippine National 
eration in enforcing international for the delegates to meet and share Coast Watch Center for a briefing on 
maritime sanctions, the US ·Embas- each nation's response to maritime the center's functions and its best 
sy in Manila said. . sanctionsevasionactivities. Thework0 practices in countering maritime 

In a US-led workshop, held from shopandrelationshipsdevelopedwill threats. 
February 28 to March 2, participants provide contacts for future collabora- The EXBS program, under the Ex­
developedcloserworkingrelationships tion and cooperation," the embassy's port Control Cooperation Office of the 
to jointly address sanctions evasion Export Control and Border Security US State Department's Bureau of In­
activities in the region, the embassy Program Regional Advisor RaT\Som ternationalSecurityand onprolifer-
said. Avilla said. ation, seeks to prevent the prolifera-

They also joined tabletop exercises Philippine Strategic Trade Man- tion of weapons of mass destruction, . 
where they applied skillsininvestigat- agementOfficeofficer in charge Direc- destabilizing and irresponsible trans­
ing and preventing sanctions evasion. tor Janice Dimayacyac recognized the fers of conventional arms and illegal 

Delegates discussed the impact of initiative's potential contribution in exports of strategic goods by building 
sanctionsonkeystakeholders;region- preventingillegaltradeactivitiesinthe an effective national strategic trade 
al examples of sanctions evasion; chal- region, especially with Southeast Asia control system worldwide. 

·' II 
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Mga su"-a ong p- oy, 
Amarikano Winisin oil spill 

PINAG-AARALAN n&, 
gobyemo na gamitfj 
ang mga kalahok na 
sundalong Pinoy at 
Amerikano sa Balikatan 
exercises para tumuloul 
sa ~ ng oil spill 
sa Onental Mindoro. 

Ito ay matapos atasan 
ni Pangulong Ferdinand 
"Bopgbong" Marcos Jr. 
ang Department of En­
vironment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) na 
bilisan ang glilinis sa 
oil spill muf: sa lumu­
bog na barkong M/T 
Princess Empress na 
may ,•kar.gang 800;000 

liti¥> nf' industrial oil 
nOODg Jfebruary 28. 

• Sa ginanap na pu­
long 118-pansulq at pi 
J;)ENR Secretary Ahto-

& 7;• _tng 
usaJj'.sivata mga 
ng United States Em­
bassy sa Maynila upang 
tingnan ang posibilidad 
na magamit ang mga 
ide-deploy na mga sun­
dalo .sa paglilinis ilg .oif 
spill bilang bahagi •ng 
kanilang joint military 
drill sa mga sundalo 
ng Pilipinas. (Aileen 
Taliping)' ., .... ~ , , , •. · •' 
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OIL SPILL SA ORIENTAL MINDORO, BIGYAN 
NG AGARANG AKSYON 

N AKAPANWLUMO ang kasalukuyang sitwasyon ng 
sampung bayan sa Pola. Oriental Mindoro bunsod 
ng oil spill na nanggaling sa lumubog na barkong 
Mt Prine~ Empr~ noong Pebrero 28. 

Nagdulot ito ng malubhang epekto sa marine protected areas, 
beach resorts, na umabot na rin sa baybayin ng karatig-lungsod na 
nakaaapekto sa pamumuhay ng mga residente. 

Ayon sa University of the Philippines Marine Science Institute 
(UPMSI). ang oil spill ay maaaring makaapekto sa humigit-kumulang 
20,000 ektarya ng mga coral reef. 9.900 ektarya ng bakawan at 6,000 
ektarya ng seagrass sa mga lalawigan ng Oriental Mindoro. 
Occidental Mindoro. Antique at Palawan. · 

Samantala. nasa 5,000 residente na umano ang apektado at 
18,000 mangingisda ang pinatigil ang kanilang aktibidad dahil sa 
malawakang pagkalat ng langis. 

Sa kabila ng sitwasyon, nanaig pa rin ang pagbabayanihan sa 
mga residente na tulung-tulong na naglinis sa baybayin. Gayunman, 
dahil sa ilang araw na exposure, ilang residente rin ang naitalang 
nahirapang huminga at hinihika. 

Bagama't patuloy ang pagsasagawa ng coastal clean-up ng 
awtoridad sa mga apektadong lugar, tumatakbo rin angoras at 
lumalawak ang epekto ng oil spill. kapwa pangkalikasan at sa 
pamumuhay ng mga residente. 

Kinakailangan ng agarang solusyon ng ahensya ng gobyemo 
upang masugpo maaga palang ang epekto ng pagtagas ng langis. 
Sapagkat sa paglipas ng araw na walang aksyon. nagdudulot ito ng 
malaking permanenteng pinsala sa marine ecosystem na tanging 
pangkabuhayan ng mga residente. 

Gayundin. dapat ang patuloy na pag-abot ng tulong ng gobyemo 
sa mga taong apektado hanggang sa tuluyang Iuminis ang 
karagatan at makabalik sila sa pangingisda. 

DATE 
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PIIIHllnls sa blffllllS n 111111S 
sa Drlantal ■1n111ro 1msa111n nl 
PBBM ·111 a aallutln nu 411-■R 
INAASAHAN ni Pangulong Ferdinand Marcos Jr., na 

hindi aabutin ng hanggang apat na buwan para tuluyang 
malinis ang tumagas na langis mula sa lumubog na MT 
Princess Empress sa Oriental Mindoro. 

Sinabi ng pangulo na naglunsad na ang pamahalaan ng 
clean up drive. 

Katulong ng gobyerno ang mga pribadong sektor at 
ang bansang Japan upang masipsiP. ang libu-libong litro ng 
langis mula sa nakalubog na barko. • 

Paliwanag ng pangulo, nakita na ang lugar na pinag­
lubugan ng barko kaya maari aniyang matigil na ang pag­
tagas nito sa pinaka-mabilis na panahon. 

Sinabi pa 11g presidente na batay sa n'atanggap niyang 
impormasyon, nakarating na rin sa mga baybaying dagat 
at ilang tourist sites ang langis at umaasa syang mapipi­
gilan ang pagkalat pa nito basta't magtuloy-tuloy lamang 
ang operasyon. 

Sa pagtaya ng Philippine Coast Guard, maaring umanong 
abutin ng 1 buwan. bago malinis ang oil spill. 

Matatandaang ilang taon na ang nakakalipas, inabot 
ng apat na buwan bago tuluyang nalinis noon ang oil spill 
na nangyari sa Guimaras. (RO ALD BULA) 
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Mindoro oil spill might spoil vacation plans 

THE recent oil spill inci­
dent in Oriental Mind­
oro might spoil vacation 
plans including mine in 
Puerto Galera. 

Latest reports indicat­
ed the oil spill has already 
affected several areas of 
the province and that it 
migfit reach Verde Islands, 
a protected area. 

Verde Island is located 
between Batan gas prov­
ince and Puerto Gaiera. 

The possible impact of 
the oil spill is bigger than 
one might think. The Uni­
versity of the Philippines 
Marine Science Institute 
(UP-MSI) estimated that 
20,000 hectares of coral 
reef, nearly 10,000 hect­
ares of mangroves, and 
6,000 hectares of seagrass 
are at risk in 21 municipal­
ities across Oriental Mind­
oro, Occidental Mindoro, 
Palawan, and Antique. 

Among these are Cala­
pan, Puerto Galera, and 
Bulalacao in Oriental 
Mindoro; San Jose in Oc­
cidental Mindoro; and 

Coron in Palawan. 
In an earlier bulletin, 

the UP-MSI said the spill 
might reach the southern 
tif of Mindoro in a matter 
o days, given the direc­
tion of the wind and 
waves. 

Meanwhile,govemment 
agencies are busy address­
ing the problem. President 
Marcos earlier appealed 
for state departments to 
help ensure that help is 
extended to victims. 

. In response, state pen­
sion fund Government 
Service Insurance System 
(GSIS) has earmarked 
P315 million in emergency 
loans for members and 
pensioners who were af­
fected by the oil spill that 
emanated from a motor 
tanker that capsized off 
the coast of Naujan, Ori­
ental Mindoro last Febru­
ary 28. 

The oil spill has affect­
ed more than half of Ori­
ental Mindoro. "With our 
emergency loan program, 
we hope to alleviate the 
plight of nearly 13,000 
GSTS members who are 
working or residing in the 
affected areas and pen­
sioners who reside there," 
President and General 
Manager Wick Veloso 
said. 

GSIS has allocated a 
total budget of P6.2 bil­
lion for its emergency loan 
program for the year. 

The municipalities of 
Bansud, Bongabong, Bu­
lalacao, Gloria, Mansalay, 
Naujan, Pinamalayan, 

I 
I 

Pola, and Roxas in Orien­
tal Mindoro have been de­
clared under a state of 
calamity. Upon receipt of 
the required documents 
from the Provincial Gov­
ernment of Oriental Mind­
oro, GSIS will open the 
emergency loan to affect­
ed 11,024 active mem­
bers, and 1,896 old-age 
and disability pensioners. 

"We are closely moni­
toring the situation for de­
velopments. Should the 
Oriental Mindoro oil spill 
further spread and affect 
other towns and provinc­
es, we assure members 
and pensioners in said ar­
eas that GSIS is ready to 
open the emergency loan 
program once a state of 
calamity declaration has 
been done and required 
documents have been sub­
mitted to GSIS," Veloso 
added . 

Qualified to apply are 
members in active service 
and not on leave of ab­
sence without pay; have 
at least three months of 
paid premiums within the 
last six months prior to 
application; have no pend­
ing administrative or crim­
inal case; have no due and 
demandab1£ loan; and 
have a net take-home pay 
of not lower than PS,000 
after all required monthly 
obligations have been de­
ducted . 

Old-age and disabili~ 
pensioners are also quali­
fied to apply if theu re­
sulting net monthly take­
home pension after loan 

availment is at least 25% 
of their basic monthly pen­
sion. 

Members with existing 
emergency loans balance 
may borrow up to P40,000 
to pay off their erevious 
emergency loan balance 
and still receive a maxi­
m um net amount of 
P20,000. Meanwhile, pen­
sioners and those without 
existing emergency loan 
may apply for a P20,000 
loan. 

The loan is payable in 
three years or 36 equal 
monthly installments at 
an interest rate of 6% per 
annum. 

In a related develop­
ment, the government is 
looking at tapping Japan 
to help contain the rapidly 
spreading oil spill in Min­
doro. 

Transportation Secre­
tary Jaime Bautista ·re­
vealed the Philippin e 
Coast Guard (PCG) is 
working with relevant 
agencies to contain and 
recover the slick but the 
spill has already reached 
another area in the prov­
ince. 

A PCG report also said 
the oil leak was starting to 
affect three villages in 
Caluya, Antique. 

"We're looking at ask­
ing the Japanese govern­
ment for help because I 
was told that it has the 
capacity to assist us, " 
Bautista said . 

FOTcomments, please call 
OT tat 095ti801.2811 OT enuril 
~.mm 
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MT P "ncessEmpress balak ka u
PAG-UUSl\P.AN ng mga
opisyal ~~ Oriental
Mindoro kCng kaka-
suhan an\ ay-ari ng
MT Prine s Empress
dahil sa awalan ng
maayos nit pakikipag-
usap kaugnay sa epekto
ng oil spill Sa kanilang
mga baybayin,Aron kar ~la Mayor
Jennifer Cruz, ItOay da-
hil nakukulangan sila sa
aksyon ng may-ari g
oil tanker ~ayung emer-

gency na at kailangang
pumunta ng mga ito
sa kanilang lugar para
makipag-usap.

"Hindi 'yung papata-
yan nila ng telepono or
hindi talaga sila rnagre-
reply doon sa mga tao
na inutusan natin para
makipag-usap sa kanila,"
dagdag ni Cruz.

Idinagdag ng alkalde
na dapat harapin ng
mg-a ito ang kanilang
kapabayaan at maglatag

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON

----r---~DMA~TE~------
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1sa1ba ang ating 

karagatan sa oil spill -
Dear Editor, 
Nakakabahala naman 

ang pagkalat ng langis 
mula sa lumubog na barko 
sa Oriental Mindoro. 

Gayunman ay naka­
katuwa dahil tulong-tu­
long talaga ang ating mga 
kababayan sa paglilinis ng 
karagatan para hindi na 
lumawak pa ang pinsala 

ng oil spill. 
Kaya sana ay maging 

mahigpit na ang mga 
kinauukulan siguru­
hing maayos ang lagay . 
ng mga naglalayag na 
barko para maiwasan 
ang kahalintulad na _in­
sidente. 

Sumasainyo, 
Dan J ng Laguna 
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Tanker owner bqphal\ting sa Mindoro oil spill 
Nanawagan na sa fuel oil na lcarga ng lumu- ngamba ang Pambansang yon ng rnga apektadong 

gobyemo ang ilang grupo bog na barko. Lakas ng Kilusang Marna- bakawan, bahura, at iba 
at rnaging ang lokal na Hiling pa ni Gariquez rnalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pa- pang bahagi ng p_angis­
pamahalaan sa Oriental na rnagkaroon ng public rnalakaya) na rnaxkaroon daan.Bukodsapaglilinisng 
Mindoro para panagutin investigation sa nangyaring fish kill sa rnga la1awigan rnga kumalat na langis, kai­
ang responsable sa oil spill oil spilf para rnapanagot ng Oriental Mindoro, Occi- langan ng rnga rnansmgis­
sa baybayin ng lalawi_gan ang rnga sangkot sa insi- dental Mindoro, Antique, at da, na rnahigit isang Jinggo 
rnatapos lumubog ang MT dente. Palawan dahil sa paglubog nang hindi nakakalaot, ng 
Princess Empress na kar- Maging si Pola, Oriental ng MT Princess Empress sa sapat at agarang subsidiyo 
gado ng 800,000 litro ng Mindoro Mayor Jennifer karagatang rnalalapit dito. rnula sa parnahalaan," sabi 
industrial fuel oil. 'Ina Alegre' Cruz ay nag- "Nananawagan karni ni Parnalakaya national 

Sa isang pahayag, ki- pahayag ng pagkadisrnaya ng klarong piano ng parna- chairman Fernando Hicap. 
nondena ng environrnen- sa rnay-ari ng MT Prin- halaan para sa rehabilitas- (Eileen Mendas) 
ta! group na Protect the cess Empress na masyado 
Verde Island Passage ang urnanong rnatagal bago 
insidente at iginiit na dapat nagpakita sa kanila. 
rnayroong rnanagot sa oil Sa panayarn sa Tele-
spill at sa pinsalang idinulot radyo, sinabi ng alkalde na · 
nito sa rnga apektadong sa ngayon aniya ay kaya 
residente. namang ibigay ng Depart-

Giit pa ni Fr. Edwin rnentofSocia!Welfareand 
Gariquez, lead convenor ng Development at ng lokal na 
grupo, na dapat panagutin parnahalaan ang inaalok 
ang RDC Reield Marines sa kanila ng tanker owner. 
Services na siyang rnay-ari Dagdag pa ni Cruz na 
ng MT Princess Empress. kanila pang pag-uusapan 

Kinuwestyon din nito kung itutuloy ang pagsa­
kung bakit hanggang nga- sarnpa' ng kaso laban sa 
yon ay hindi pa rin urnano rnay-ari ng MT Princess 
kinukurnpirrna kung sino Empress. 
ang rnay-ari ng industrial Sarnantala, nanga-

DATE 
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Bill seeks-~ 
prevention 
of oil spill 

Bill seeks prevention of oil spill 
A meas ure that seeks to to livelihoodsand marineeco­
strengthenregulationofships systems in monetary terms," 
to prevent oil spills and dis- he added . 
charge ofharmful substances Accord ing to Benitez, the 
into the sea, has been filed in bill is crucial in protecting our 
the Hou~e of Representatives. ma rine..wealth and p romoting 

The recent ca tastrophic oil blue economy to ensure sus­
spill in Oriental Mind oro tainable development of our 
prompted Negros Occidental marine resources for the bene­
Rep. Kiko Benitez to file House fit of present and futuregener­
Bill 7515 whose main purpose ations. 
is to provide strict enforce- The bill empowers the Mar­
ment of the regulations under itime Industry Authority (MA­
the 1973 International Conven- RINA) to strictly enforce ship­
tion for the Prevention of Pol- building standards and ensure 
lution from Ships, and its 1978 that ships are constructed and 
Protocol, or MARPOL 73/78, equipped with materials and 
which the country is a signa to- apparatus to p revent discharge 
ry in 2001. or emission of oil, sewage, 

"We signed MARl' OL 73/ garbage and otherharmful sub-
78 in 2001. An implementing stances andpoUutants intoPhil­
legislation is long overdu_e. ippine seas. It also mandates 
We must keep Q!Jr _Qrnffilt-_ .tl.!'Ph,i,.1¥\9-i.~m.ft-l'u •.1,•J ;,7 
ment to international law, and apprehend and detain ships fo r 
perform our responsibility to violationsofthese regu lations. 
protect the environment," ~e- The bill also imposes fines 
nitezsaid . . of up to ten million pesos on 

"We cannot let another 011 shipowners fo r violations. Pro­
spill happen again. Its damage ceeds from penalties will be 
to the marine envi ronrpent is used for clean-up and contain­
just too much. It is impossible ment of spilled or leaked sub­
to express the negati ve impact stances. Jester Manala stas 
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'-, Tarlae landfill tamba~n I

I,gmga expired caVID b r
Dinadala sa isang landfill sa Tarlac ng a

xpired COVI?-19 bakuna pagkatapos na du, n
te sa masusmg proseso para masiguro g II s
bago itapon, ayon sa Department of Heal CD ).

Inihaya~ ito ni DOH officer-in-char e M
~?sario Vergeire sa pagpapatuloy ng agd ig
nlf. Senate Blue Ribbon Committee nit g ar-
tes kung saan inilahad nito na higit 50 ily FIg
?oses ng COVID-19 bakuna ang na-e pire na
ang bisa. -

Nilinaw ni Vergeire na bagama't din dal sa
arlac landfill ang mga expired na bakuna ay Ii tas
ita sa kalusugan.

Ipinahayag naman ni Department of nvi n-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) Envir nme tal
itJanagement Bureau-Hazardous Waste M ge eht
chief Gerry Safies na dumadaan sa therma dec m-
position ang mga expired na bakuna. -

"It is being treated through thermal de omp si-
nion by pyrolysis by the Integrated Waste an e-
ment Incorporated (IWMI) situated in Bran ay
Aguado, Trece Martires," ani Safies,

Pagkatapos dumaan sa proseso ay saka ina ala
sa Tarlac para ibaon sa landfill doon kun saa ay
inilalagay pa umana sa mga selyadong d urn ang
mga naprosesong bakuna.

Sa kabila nito ay nagpahayag ng pa ga ba
s~ Senador Francis Tolentino para sa ka igta an
ng publiko.

"Hindi ako convincedna 'pag na-p rO!YtiS,
nasunog e safe na 'yon. Definitely, kapa nah 10
sa mga ilog.imay'epekto 'yon kahit papaa 0," ni
Tolentino.

Kung kaya't kinakailangan pa rin a iya na
rnagkaroon ng pag-aaral tungkol sa pagt tam ak
rig mga na-expire na COVID-19 bakuna.

o
BANNER

STORY

o
EDITORIAL
o

CARTOON
PAGEl
STORY

8-;1
DATE



STRATEGIC 

COMMUNICATION 
AND 

;~~:""::;_;;_~_;;;_t_. I NITIATIVES 
SERVICE 

TIILE : 

BusinessMiITor 
Almdwhi111tafat½h~ 

------------------------- --

UPPER 

D 
LOWER 

PAGE 

D D D 
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON 

STORY STORY 

.I,, 1 -23 
DATE 

Developing and promoting ecotourism 
and nature-based tourism 

Sonny M. Angara 

BETTER DAYS 

LAST March 1, 2023, the Senate Tourism Subcommittee on 
Select Senate Bills on Ecotourism and on the Proposed Senate 
Resolution on Nature-Based Tourism held a hearing to discuss 

various measures and, ultimately, to find solutions and initiatives to 
advance the domestic tourism industry'.s recovery while instilling 
eco-consciousness amid the country's upcoming summer months 
and in anticipation of the influx of tourists this year owing to "re­
venge travel." 

The following measures were 
tackled: Senate Bill 238, establish­
ing the Northe_rn Antique Protect­
ed Seascape and Landscape _Act of 
2022 filed by Senate President Pro 
Tempore Loren Legarda; several 
bills that .I filed, namely, Senate Bill 
1166, dec;laringthe Pag-Asaislandas 
an ecotourism cluster and protected 
area; and Proposed Senate Resolu­
tion 472, for the creation of policy 
reforms and budgetary expenditures 
to develop the Philippines's poten­
tial to be the leading country in the 
world for sustainable Nature-Based 
Tourism (NBT). 

Discussions on Senate Bill 238 
centered on NorthernAntique's cru­
cial role in the region's development 
and its surrounding environment. 
Department of Tourism (DOT) Re~ 

gion VI Regional Director Crisma 
Rodriguez emphasized how North­
ern Antique positively contributed 
to tourism growth in Antique, with 
five of its municipalities registering 
14,311 tourist arrivals, or equiva­
lent to almost half of all tourist 
arrivals in the province and with 
receipts amounting to P103 mil­
lion owing to the area's wide range 
of recreation activities like white 
river rafting, river tubing, diving, 
among others. Moreover,localchief 
executives reiterated that Northern 
Antique is both a tourism destina­
tion and a habitat to dugongs, which 
are classified as vulnerable species 
by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF). 
All the concerned stakeholders con­
curred that the proposed measure 
will ensure the protection of the 

flora and fauna of the Northern 
Antique seascape and landscape for 
the benefit of the local communities 
and future Antiqueii.os. 

For Senate Bill 1166, Rep. Johnny 
Pimentel (Surigao del Sur 2D), being 
the counterpart measure's author 
in the House of Representatives, 
started the discussion by explaining 
the bill's noble purpose, which is to 
assert our sovereign rights through 
economic initiative or soft diplo­
macy and to pave the way for the 
Pag-Asa Island's development. Rep. 
Edgardo Egay Salvame (Palawan lD) 
also manifested his support on the 
measure and said that the declara­
tion of the Pag-Asa Island Cluster as 
a protected area would help ensure 
its coastal and marine resources are 
protected from overfishing, poach­
ing, large-scale oc;:ean filling or rec­
lamation. While Department of En­
vironment and Natural Resources 
Undersecretary Augusto dela Pena 
manifested the agency's support to 
the bill, he flagged the nee·d for sup­
porting infrastructures and resourc­
es to guarantee peace and order so 
that the safety and security of civil­
ians and civilian activities would be 
unhampered. Pag-Asa Island is the 
only Philippine-occupied island in 
the Spratlys that is inhabited by ci­
vilians. We are talking about pristine 
waters that are rich in biodiversity, 
whidimakes it an ideal destination 
for tourists. 

Proposed Senate Resolution 472 
is a result of our meeting with aca-
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demics from the University of e 
Philippines who observed that we 
are not maximizing the promotion " / 
of NBT in spite of the competitive 
advantage our country has oecause 
of its wealth of resources. Masungi 

. Georeserve trustee Billie Dutnaliang 
agreed that nature-based tourism in 
the country is still underdeveloped 
and undermarketed. In fact the Unit­
ed Nations Development Program 
found that the gap on financing for 
biodiversityin the Philippines is at80 
percent. Biodiversity Conservation 
Society of the Philippines pressed 
the need for consultations to identify 
protected areas and other nature re­
serves in the country that have the 
potential to become flagship desti­
nations for NBT. 

As Philippine tourism was heavily 
hit by the Covid-19 pandemic, there 
is a need to diversify the sector's 
products and services while being 
conscious of sustainability. We fer­
vently hope these discussions would 
form part of the country's rallying 
cry to further advance and develop 
our competitive advantages to pro­
pel growth and recovery in the tour- • 
ism sector. 

Senator Sonny Angora hos been in public ser-
. vice for 18 yeors-9 years as Representative of the 

Lone District of Aurora, and 9 as Senator. He hos 
authored, co-authored, ond sponsored more than 
330 lows. He is cu"ently serving his second term in 
the Senate. 

E-mail: sensonnyangara@yahoo.com1 Foce­
book. Twitter & lnstogrom:@sonnyongoro 
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In solidarity with Masungi 
t feels like a victory in a se­
ries of battles for the control · 
of Masungi Georeserve, when 
the Bureau of Corrections (Bu­

Cor) postponed its plan to build a 
headquarters and transfer the New 
Bilibid Prison in that environment­
protected area. 

Gregorio Catapang Jr., acting 
director general of BuCor said in 
a Senate committee hearing that 
the plan "will no longer push 
through ... taking into consideration 
the impact on the environment of 
the construction of BuCor facili ­
ties in the area." This was a dif­
ferent situation from months ago, 
when BuCor insisted on its right as 
"registered owner of the property" 
and sent personnel to inspect the 
area, which alarmed the Masungi 
Georeserve Foundation. 

When I talked to Billie Duma -
liang, advocacy officer and trustee 
of the Masungi Georeserve Foun­
dation, which she co-founded 
with sister Ann, she was aware of 
the challenges - political, social, 
economic - of protecting the Ma -
sungi Georeserve. Protecting that 
area, Billie said, is not only for 
them but more for us . She related 
to me that the conservation and 
geotourism project was awarded 
with the United Nations Sustain­
able Development Goals Action 
Award in 2022, and the Global Wa­
ter Changemakers Award in 2021, 
among others. 

To stress the importance of Ma -
sungi Georeserve, more than four 
dozen organizations have signed a 
statement early this month urging 
the President and the DENR to stop 
BuCor's plans in Masungi. Some 
of the organizations, collectively 
called the Upper Marikina Water­
shed Coalition, include the Philip­
pine Native Plants Conservation 
Society, Philippine Biodiversity 
Conservation Foundation, Green­
peace Southeast Asia - Philippines, 

Wild Bird Club of the Philippines, 
Living Laudato Si' - Philippines., 
Youth Strike 4 Climate Philippines, 
Philippine Center for Environ ­
mental Protection and Sustainable 
Development, Sustainability PH, 
among others. 

The sta tement said, "We fully 
support the Masungi Georeserve 
in its efforts to protect and pre­
serve the conservation area from 
any form of development that may 
harm its natural resources and bio­
diversity. We strongly oppose the 

'We stand in solidarity 
with Masungi and all 
other environmental 
defenders who work 
tirelessly for the 
conservation and 
protection of critical 
ecological areas, 
recognizing their value 
in addressing climate 
change and building 
sustainable communities.' 

plans of the Bureau of Corrections 
to build its facilities in Masungi, 
as this would threaten the deli­
cate balance of the ecosystem and 
compromise the integrity of the 
entire area." 

"We recognize the need for the 
BuCor to address the overcrowd­
ing in the New Bilibid Prison and 
provide adequate facilities for the 
rehabilitation and reformation of 
inmates. However, we express our 
concern over the plan to take over 
the Masungi Geo reserve, which 
is an important karst landscape 

PAGE LOWER 

crucial to the 
conservation 
of th e Up­
per Marikina 
Watershed." 

"While we 
understand 
the chal -

0 .:.. 1 ..: 23 
DATE 
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lenges faced by BuCor in finding 
suitable sites for their facilities, 
we firmly believe that this should 
not come at the expense of the en­
vironment - the flora and fauna 
that have come back and flourished 
after more than 25 years of reha­
bilitation by Masungi. A critical 
part of the Upper Marikina Wa ­
tershed and other protected areas, 
Masungi Georeserve also plays a 
crucial role in regulating the water 
flow in the region and reducing 
the risk of flooding and land ­
slides. These ecosystem services 
are essential in maintaining the 
ecological balance and sustaining 
the well - being of the surrounding 
communities ." 

It was good that the plan of. 
the BuCor was postponed, but is it 
indefinite? Or BuCor is just buying 
time? It remains to be seen. But for 
the meantime , I wish Billie and Ann 
all the enlightenment, strength of 
spirit, and wisdom, as they were 
entrusted.:with this environmental 
"treasure." 

To reiterate the statement, it 
concluded with this paragraph : 
"We stand in solidarity with Ma­
sungi and all other environmental 
defenders who work tirelessly for 
the conservation and protection 
of critical ecological areas, rec ­
ognizing their value in address­
ing climate char,ge and building 
sustainable communities." As an 
environment writer, I stand in 
solidarity with Masungi. 

(Johannes L. Chua is editor of the 
Environment l$r Sustainability sec ­
tion.) 
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A ano halts quarrying in portions of Cagayan River 
By Brenda Jocson that has been done since 2014 leading to 

several drowning incidents. 
CABATUAN, Isabela-Gov. Rodito T. 
Albano III has ordered mandatory re­
habilitation of portions of the Cagayan 
River which were turned into quarry 
sites in Cabatuan town. 

Executive Order (EO) No. 01 series of 
2023 was recently issued to all stakehold­
ers including Cabatuan Mayor Bernardo 
A. Garcia Jr., Isabela Police Provincial 
Office (IPPO), Environment Natural 
Resources Office (Isabela ENRO) and 
respective officials on all concerned ba­
rangays citing the unregulated quarrying 

EO No. 01 also placed the entire mu­
nicipality in a quarry moratorium. 

Section 1 of the EO consists of the 
declaration of the cease and desist or­
der to all quarry operations by the Pro­
vincial Government of Isabela, which 
would take over any and all existing 
quarry operations to give way to the 
immediate rehabilitation and desilting 
of Cagayan River. 

"The suspension of quarry permits is tan­
tamount to no quarry permit, thus, failure 
to comply with this EO shall be considered 

and proceeded as violation and may cause 
the permanent revocation of the quarry per­
mit," Albano, in a statement, said 

Further, the moratorium/suspension 
shall remain valid and effective pend­
ing the outcome of the rehabilitation 
and desilting activities. 

The quarry moratorium stemmed 
from the letter of Garcia to DENR­
MGB Regional Director, Engr. Mario 
Ancheta e~pressing the immensely dis­
mal state of the quarry sites within the 
municipality due to unregulated quar­
rying activities and the unrehabilitated 
state of the riverbeds and riverbanks. 

I 
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PRA, walang dredging OP$ sa Rosario, Cavite
Walang seabed quarry operations ang Philippine

Reclamatipn Authority (PRA) sa Rosario, Cavite.
Ito and nilinaw ni PRA Assistant General Manage

Joseph Literal makaraang lumabas ang maling balitang
may dred~ing operations ang nasabing ahensiya, kung
saan may1fisherfolk community sa nasabing lugar.

Sa isa!1g pahayag, sinabi ni Literal na sa loob ng
humigit-kt.jniulan9 daan-daang libong ektaryang lupa sa
Cavite na ~iliahihlntulutan ng pamahalaan ang dredging,
tanging 9,000 ektarya lamang ang sakop ng PRA, a
hindl kabilang dito ang bayan ng Rosario.

Iba umanonq kumpanya ang binigyan ng DENR
Environmertal Management Bureau at Mines and
GeoSCienPEfs Board ng "government seabed quar
permit" Piua magsagawa ng dredging sa municipal
waters ng Rosario. . .

Tanging sakop ng PRA ang mga bayan ng Tanza,
Naic, Ternate at Maragondon sa Cavite.

Sa mga lugar na ito, malinaw anya na pinan~anga
lagaan ng PRA ang kapakanan ng mga rnanqinqisda a
kanilang pamilya sa Naic at Ternate sa parnarnaqitan n
livelihood assistance na nakalatag para pagkunan ng
dagdag na kabuhayan. (Doris Franche-Borja)
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Walang 
dredging operation 

saRosario, 
Cavite-PRA 

NILINAW kahapon ng Phil­
ippine Reclamation Au­
thority (PRA) na walang 
isinasagawang paghuhu­
kay O dred~ operation 
sa Rosario, Cavite. 

Ayon kayPRA ~t 
general manager Jo~h 
Literal, walang katotonll­
nan ang mga ulat Ilil may 

~t~~~lu&h~ 
community. _, __ _ 

Aniya, siyam na ~­
yang lupa tang ang lpUl8-
hintulot sa PRA l)III8 sa 
dredging operatio1l mula 
sa daan-daq ektmanghin 
lupa sa Cavite at liindi 
kasama rito ang bayan ng 
Rosario. 

Rabi1ang sa SQ.OP flJ 
PRA b mp ba'Y'!l ng 
Tanza. kaic, Tef!Ulte at 
Maragondon sa Cavite. . 

pjnangangalaiaa ' ant~ 

ya Jig fRA~ang.!'a~. 

~

g a man a at 
sapama-

pg tivelihoodinil. nila~ 
sistanee 118 1at8J ~ 

~ -~ sa,.dapg nilang :. -.-

l' IIG E 

[=1 
1'1\G E l 

SIORY 

C l 1= 1 D 
RMI NER EllllOkl/11 CI\RlOO~ 

STORY 

D/\TJ' 



~ STRATEG IC 

COM MUNICATI ON 
AN O 

------~ I NITIATIVES 
SERVICE 

PAGE 

•erad•ssa Rosaria, avne 
WACANG Nal>ed quarry opecations ang Phlllpplne 
Reclamation Authority II Rollrlo, Cevlll. 

lb ang riinaw ni Assisflrlt General Manager Joseph Lite­
ral ng rnekaraang lumabas ang maling balilang may dredging 
op4tralioos ang nasabing ahensya, kung saan may fisherfolk 
commooity sa nasabing lugar. 

Sa isang panayam, sinabi ni Asst. GM lJeral na sa loob 
ng humigit-kumulang daan-daang libong ektaryang lupa sa 
Cavite na pinahihintulutan ng pamahalaan ang dredging, ta­
nging sjyam na libong ektarya lamang ang sakop ng PRA, at 
hindi kabil8ng dito ang bayan ng Rosario. 

Iba 1111anong kompanya ang binigyan ng o,partment of 
EntirQoment and Natural Retources Environmental Man-
8Q4tllfllf Bureau al mines ang geosciences board ng "go­

nvnent seabed quarry permit" para magsagawa ng dred­
ging sa.municipal waters ng Rosario sa Cavite. 

Tanging sakop ng PhHippine Reclamation Authority ay 
ang mga bayan ng Tanza, Naic, Temate at Maragondon sa 
Cavite. 

Sa mga lugci na ito malinaw na pinangangalag_aan ng 
PRA ~ kapakanan ng mga mangingisda at kanilang pa­
milya sa -cNaic at Ternate sa Cawe sa pamamagitan ng 
livelilDit.assistance na nakaletag para pagkunan ng dagdag 
na kaliuhayan. RNT 
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Reclam·ation lalong 
magpapalubog sa 

Malabon at Navotas 
SA halip ma-excite, kinatatakutan ngayon ng mga residente 

ng Malabon at Navotas ang National Coastal Bay Reclama­
tion Project sa kahabaan ng Manila Bay. 

Ito ay proyekto ng San Miguel Corporation. Tatambakan 
ang mahigit 500 ektarya sa kahabaan ng baybayin ng Manila 
Bay at mga kalapit na daluyang tubig para itayo ang Navotas 
Boulevard Business Park. 

Ang proyektong ito, ayon sa San Miguel Corporation, ay 
naglalayong iangat pa ang kalidad na kabuhayan sa mga 
komunidad ng Navotas at Malabon dahil sa mga itatayong 
establisimiyento na inaasahang maghahatid ng mga bagong 
trabaho at oportunidad. Gamm? 

Tinatawag na Southern Gateway to the Manila International 
Airport, ang reclamation project na ito ang magkokonekta sa 
Metro Manila at sa ginagawang airport sa Bulacan. 

Pero sa kabila ng magagandang pangakong bagong trabaho 
at mga bagong itatayong negosyo. bindi excitement lrundi takot 
ang nararamdaman sa mga ~ktummg residente. Ang 
dahilao ng kanilang takot ay dalul kapag reclamation alam 
nating tatambakan ng lupa ang mga daluyang tubig. Tuloy 
nangangamba ang mga residente na ang tubig na hindi na 
makadaan sa mga natural nitong dinadaluyan ay lalo pang 
magpapalubog sa Navotas at Malabon lalo na kapag hightide 
at panahon ng tag-ulan at pagbagyo. 

Ngayon ngang wala pang nakabara sa mga lagusan ay 
binabaha na ang mga naturang lngsod, lalo pa kaya kung 
babarahan ang mga daluyang tubig. 

Bagama 't gusto ng mga residente na magkaroon ng mga 
bagong negosyo at trabaho, natatakot naman silang tuluyan 
nang lumubog ang kanilang lugar. Sa mga pag-aaral kasi ay 
sinasabing madaragdagan ng 30-40 percent ang paglubog ng 
mga komunidad kapag nakumpleto itong reclamation project. 
Anong kayang pagbaha ang idudulot nito sa mga residente? 
Nakakatakot na senaryo ito, mga pare't mare ... 

Alam ng lahat na mababa ang kinatatayuan ng Navotas at 
Malabon, bukod pa sa malapit sila sa M~la Bay kaya madalas 
ang mga pagbaha.- Kaya ngayon pa lamang natatakot na ang 
mga residente sa magiging kapalit nitong reclamation project. 

Bukod dito, marami nang kabuhayan ang naapektuhan. Sa 
kasalukuyao ay may 20 tahungan ang ide-demolish kaya paano 
na ang kabuhayan- ng mga apektadong magtatahong at ang 
kanilang pamilya na wnaasa lamang sa trabahong ito? 

But wait there's more, may mp bahay na icle-demolish din. 
At babayaran daw ang m1a maybabay ng PlS,000. 
Susmaryosep! Hanggang saan na ba makakaabot sa Pl5K? 
Sa mahal ng mga construction materials ubos na agad ito hindi 
pa man natatapoS ang isang bubong. Nakakainsulto naman 
yung Pl5K. Napaisip tuloy kami baka namalikmata lamang 
kami at baka naman hindi Pl5K yan. 

Kaya naman kung ang magigi11g kapalit ng reclamation 
project ay Pl5K at kawalang kabubayan, ano ba ang 
maaasahan natin sa mga apektadong residcnte? Alangan 
namang yakapin af ikatuwa nila ang proyektong reclamation 
kung buhay mismo nila ang magiging kapalit nito. 

Sino ba ang ayaw sa progreso? Pero sana bago ipalamon sa 
ating mga kababayan ang salitang progress, kailangan namang 
tiyakin ng mga kinauukulan na talagang mabibiyayaan ng 
progreso ang mga kababayan natin. Baka naman ang progreso 
ay magbibigay benepisyo lamang sa mga negosyante na 
ngayon pa lamang ay naglalaway na sa pag-iisip sa kanilang 
kikitain-kapag natapos ang reclamation project. 

Sigaw ng mga taga-Navotas at Malabon, 
REHABILITASYON AT HINDI RECLAMATION! 
Pak.inggan din sana ang kanilang hinaing. Dapat! 
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PRA, walang dredging 
operations sa Rosario, Cavite 

siyam na libong ektarya 
lamang ang sakop ng PRA. 
at hindi kabilang dito ang 
bayan ng Rosario. 

W ALANG Seabed 
Quarry Operations ang 
Philippine Reclamation 
Authority (PRA) sa Ro­
sario, Cavite. 

Ito ang nilinaw ni As­
sistant General Manager 
Joseph Literal ng PRA 
makaraang lumabas ang 
mating balitang. may 
dredging operations ang 
nasabing ahensya, kung 
saan may fisherfolk com­
munity sa nasabing lugar. 

a isang panayam, sina­
bi ni Asst. General Mana­
ger Literal na sa loob ng 
humigit-kumulang daan­
daang libong ektaryang 
lupa sa Cavite na pinahi­
hintulutan ng pamahalaan 
ang dredging, tanging 

Iba umanong kumpan­
ya ang binigyan ng DENR 
Euvironmental Manage­
ment Bureau at Mines ang 
Geosciences board ng 
"government seabed 
quarry permit" para mag­
sagawa ng dredging sa 
municipal waters ng 
Rosario sa Cavite. 

Tanging sakop ng 
Philippine Reclamation 
Authority ang mga bayan 
ng Tanza, Naic, Temate at 
Maragondon sa Cavite. 

Sa mga lugar na ito ma­
linaw na pinangangalagaan 
ng PRA ang kapakanan ng 
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mga mangingisda at kani­
lang pamilya sa Naic at 
Ternate sa Cavite sa 
pamamagitan ng livelihood 
assistance na nakalatag 
para pagkunan ng dagdag 
na kabuhay,an. 
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SARECI.AMITION PROJECT 
ISA ang N avotas Coastal Bay Reclamation 

Project sa reclamation projects sa paligid at 
kahabaan ng Manila Bay. 

Sa sukat na higit Ii man- mamamayan ng Navotas 
daang ektarya o 567.7 ha at Malabon. Bukod sa 
ay tatambakan ng lupa ang natural na mababang lugar 
katubigan sa buong hara- ang mga siyudad dulot ng 
pan ng Navotas City kasa- pagiging malapit sa Mani­
ma ang iba pang karatig na la Bay, taon-taon ay lumu­
tub i g-da I uyan upan g lubogdinanglupadahilsa 
tayuan ng mga istruk- patuloy na pagdami ng 
turang bahagi ~ Navotas kabahayan at pagbabago 
Boulevard Business Park. ng klima sa buong daigdig. 

Sa pangungunang San Ang masama rito ay 
Mi~! Corporation, paga- .mas palulubugin ng reclar 
gandahin daw ng pro- mation project ang 
yekto ang antas ng buhay Navotas at Malabon. 
ng mga komunidad ng Lumalabas sa isang 
Navotas atMalabon dahil pag-aaral na 30-40% 
sa dala-dala nitong opor- karagdagang paglubog ang 
tunidad sa negosyo at tra- mararanasan ng mga komu­
baho.' Tinatawag din ang nidad kapag tuluyang 
_proyekto bilang 'Sou- natapos ang reclamation 
thern Gateway to the project ng San Miguel. 
Manila International 4ir- Nasa panganib din ang 
port' dahil ito ang magdu- kabuhayan ng mga resi­
dugtong sa Metro Manila dente sa tuluyang pagka­
at ginagawang ~ sa maiayngecosystemsamga 
Bulacan. . ' fllilJ~y,lngilog. 

Ngpnit . anf ~lt~pina-mp..._, 11-a ~ .......... l.fabilaBay 
at~- , : fiafni~ 

Ay by Ka Job S.kptlol:uYllftltlkbo 
Valennela, lider ng ~~g 
.. .,._ o Peoples and 11111i'200 pll-
Ref.1&1111--.f~. Social Ad- ,noag gibain-na • 
vaacemeM, malabOIJ& ._.n sa kabullayan ng 
~mgbatidng . ~080 maamgilda at-
Navotas Coastal Ba kanilangmp~ 
Rec~ation Project. Para naman a.a mga 

Giit ng grupo ang baha kabahayang gigibain, 
ay malalim nang isyu ng makakatanggap lamang 

sila ng Pl5,000 para 
&amitin sa pagpapatayo ng 
sariling bahay sa itinala­
gang relocation site. 

Planongmaglaan ng San 
Miguel ng P l-milyon 
bawat taon sa kanilang 
Social Development Plan 
para sa tulong pangkabu­
bayan, edukasyon, at ser­
bisyong medikal sa mga 
apektadong lugar ng 
proyektong ito pero 
kakarampot ito kumpara 
sa posibleng kitain at ya­
mang mawawala kung 
sakaling matapos ang 
proyekto. Hindi rin, anila, 
matutumbasan ng anu­
mang halaga ang kalikasang 
mawawasak pati narin ang 
kultura at kasaysayan ng 
mga lugarna tatabunan ng 
reclamation project. 

Gusto ng simpleng 
mamamayan ng kaunlaran. 
Ngunit, para saan at sino 
ba ang makikinabang sa 
kaunlarang ibinibida ng 
San Miguel Corporation. 
Kung ang kapalit ng 
proyektong ito ay 
pagkawala ng kabuhayan, 
pagkasira ng kalikasan, at 
paglubog ng mga komu­
nidad. Tama bang supor­
tahan ang reclamation 
project? 

Bunsod nito ay iginiit -----'- ---------

ng mga residente ang 
tunay na rehabilitasyon at 
hindi reklarnasyon. 

Gayundin ang karapa­
tan ng mga mangingisda, at 
nanindigang nagkakaisa 
ang mga taga-Malabon 
para itulak ang kaunlaran 
para sa lahat, at hindi ng 
iilan. 

Nitong Lunes ay nag­
protesta ang mga resi­
dente ng 21 apektadong 
barangay sa pangunguna 
ng Pwersa upang batiku­
sin ang proyekto. 
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Cebu water district 
bags grant from JICA 

THE Philippines signed with 
the Japan International Coop­
eration Agency QICA) a grant 
aid of approximately 2-billion 
Japanese yen (P807 million) 
to fund septage management 
projects of Metro Cebu Water 
District. 

The project involves the con­
struction of a septage treatment 
facility, provision of vacuum trucks 
for septage collection and operat­
ing system for sludge treatment 
of approximately 430 cubic me­
ters of septage per day to ensure 
uncontaminated sewage water is 
discharged back to the natural en­
vironment. 

JICA added the project will 
benefit six local government units 
including Cebu, Compostela, 
Consolacion, Liloan, Mandaue 
and Talisay. 

The grant will help the region 
overcome its capacity shortage for 
wastewater management facilities 
as Metropolitan Cebu's roadmap · 
targets to adequately treat waste-· 
water by 50 percent in 2030 and 
90 percent by 2050. 

JICA also said even if septic 
tanks are widely spread in the re­
gion, de-sludging is not regularly 
practiced and collected septage 
are rarely appropriately treated 
due to limited available treatment 
facilities which becomes a pos­
sible health risk due to negative 
impacts such as deteriorating 
groundwater quality and surface 
water pollution. 

"Climate change has increased 
extreme weather events like 
droughts, putting pressure on 
water resources. The JICA grant 
for a septage management sys­
tem is one way of using Japan's 
advanced technology and sys­
tems to promote sanitation and 
improve water quality while 
protecting water environments," 
said Sakamoto Takema, chief 
representative of JICA Philip­
pines office, in a statement. 

JICA said the grant also helps 
the region to comply with the 
Clean Water Act of 2004 that 
requires all local government 
units operating without piped 
sewerage systems to imple­
ment septage management. -Jed 
Macapagal 
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House set to approve 
gov't rightsizing bill 

THE House of Representatives is 
poised to approve next week on third 
and final reading House Bill (HB) 
7240 or the proposed "National Gov­
ernment Rightsizing Act." 

This after the chamber passed 
the measure on second reading on 
Wednesday. 

The bill focuses on streamlining 
the operations of different agencies 
under the Executive branch. 

House Committee on Govern­
ment Reorganization chairman and 
Bukidnon Rep. Jonathan Keith Flo­
res, as sponsor, explained that the 
rightsizing program not only seeks 
to remove or reduce the number of 
government employees, but to also 
streamline the processes of govern­
ment services in order to provide 
better services to Filipinos. 

Under the bill, a Committee on Right­
sizing the Executive Branch (CREB) 
would be created to oversee the implemen­
tation of the program. Maricel V. Cruz 
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SOlons u~ge readiness 
for 'Big One' 

Cite urgent audit of PH infra 
THE Senate Committee 
on Public Works on 
Wednesday conducted a 
public hearing focusing 
on the preparedness and 
structural integrity of the 
cowwys infrastructure in 
the event of catastrophic 
natural disasters. 

1ne hearinJl; was a con­
tinuation of tile last, con­
ducted in February, where 
the Department of Public 
Works and Highways 
(DPWH) failed to provide 
the appropriate data and 
concrete answers. 

DPWH Secretary Man­
uel B<>noan also failed to 
attend the initial delibera­
tions on the matter. 

Senator Ramon "B<>ng" 
Revilla, Jr., the committee 
chair of the said Senate 
panel, reiterated the impor­
tance of assuring the pub­
lic' s safety in tlie event a 
massive earthquake hits the 
Philippines. 

"Ang nakataya kasi dito 
ay buhay ng tao, kaya we 
have to be careful. There are 
many questions that have 
to be answered and so many 
issues that need to be im­
mediately addressed. Yet 
we are running out of time. 
Every second we spend on 
vague answers; is a second 
wasted. Kaya kumilos na 
tayo bago pa mahuli ang 
lahat," the lawmaker s,i.id 
in opening the discussion. 

Revilla probed the 
DPWH on the status of the 
infrastructure audit he or­
dered to conduct to ensure 
that structures would not 
be a "hazardous risk" to 
the people during destruc-

I 
I 

tive calamities. 
However, the public 

works department was not 
able to provide complete 
and timely data as they 
presented audits onlr for 
the National Capita Re­
gion (NCR) and only cov­
ered the years 2016-2018. 

This prompted the law­
maker to ask the Philippine 
Institute of Volcanofogy 
and Seismol (Phivolcs) 
if it is only°£ country's 
capital that will be suffer­
ing greatly from an earth­
quue. 

"Can we confirm kung 
talagang Metro Manila la­
mang ang very prone sa 
The Bi~ One? Kailangan 
kasi natin ng equitable dis­
tribution ng ating disaster­
resilient infrastructures," 
Revilla asked. 

Phivolcs responded that 
the "Philippine Fault 

· Zone," which extends from 
thenorthern part of the coun­
try down to Mindanao, may 
cause ground-shaking not 
onlyinNCRbutintheentire 
country. 

The chairperson of the 
Senate Committee on Pub­
lic Works further asked 
DPWH to1rovide a "mas­
ter list" o structures and 
establishments sitting 
above or near the fault line 
in order to provide neces­
sary" precautions to those 
at great risk. 

In closing, Revilla raised 
the importance of amend­
ing the National Building 
Code and the Nationa1 
Structural Code of the Phil­
iJ?pines to ensure the integ­
rity of the·country's infra-

By CAMILLE P. 
BALAGTAS 

structure. 
The solon said that the 

committee will convene a 
technical working group to 
develop comprehensive 
and fine-tuned measures. 

Sen Raffy Tulfo, during 
thehearing,grilled theDPWH 
officials as well as the MMDA 
(Metropolilan Manila Devel­
opment Authority) and Phi­
voles about the actions they 
have taken to mitigate the 
effect of the so-called "The 
Big One" or the worst-case 
scenario (or Metro Manila 
should the West Valley Fault 
move and generate a magni­
tude 7 2 quake. 

Tulfo noted that as ear­
ly as 2004, these agencies 
were already informed 
about the scenario. 

He added that a joint 
study with the Japan Inter­
national Cooperation in 
2004 identified the "poor­
est of the poor areas" 
among those that will be 
badly affected by the strong 
earthquake. . 

"What have you been 
doing? Have you been go­
ing around inspecting the 
houses of our kababayan? 
Are you coordinating with 
local government units 
(LGUsj?" Tulfo asked dur­
ing the hearing. 

Sen. Christopher Bong 
Go said these government 
agencies should be "one 
step ahead" of disasters 
and make sure that com­
munities remain safe and 
disaster resilient. 

During the hearing, Go 
underscored the need to re­
view and u)?date the Na­
tional Building Code and 
keep the country's laws in 
tune with the times. 
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Community Environment and Natural Resources Office 

PAGPAPAUPA NG LUPANG PUBLIKO 

lp1nagbib1gay alam sa madla na ang Community Environment and Natural Resources Office, Bangkal , 
Davao City ay tatanggap ng selyado o nakasulat na alok sa ika alas 1 O·OO ng umaga sa 1ka 24 ng Marso 
2023. para paupahan ang Isang sukat na lupang publiko na inilarawan sa ibaba nrto: 

Lugar Km 14, Barangay Panacan, Davao City 

Deskripsyon Lot Mlc-11 -001240-D 

Sukat 7,567 metro kwadrado 

Tasahan ng Lupa Php 8,300 00 kada metro kwadrado 
o kabuuang Php 62.806 100 00 

Halaga ng Nakatayong Proy·ekto 0 

Aplikante NEW DAVAO OIL MLL: INC. 
Rep. by: Richmond L Lopez 
MLA-112402(XI-DC) 20 

Ang karapatan na upahan ang nasabing lupa ay ibibigay sa tao o partido na makapagbibigay ng 
p1nakamataas na upa sa ,sang laon na hind1 bababa sa tat!ong (3%) porsyenlo sa halaga ng lupa at 
,sang (1%) porsyento sa halaga ng ilatayong estraklura. Upang ang isang tao ay makakasama sa 
,sasagawang subasta, kailangang sIya ay karapat-dapar na apl1kante at kailangang bago mags1mula 
ang subasta ay naka-depos1to siya ng halagang katumbas ng tatlong buwang upa. Ang deposito ay 
ka1langang salaping papel, money order. cashier's o manager's check, ang sIya lamang tatanggapin. Ang 
,sang tao na sumah sa subasla na nagpepresenta ng Ibang tao ay makakasali lamang kung mayroon 
sIyang pahintulot na 1binigay sa pamamagilan ng kaakulang pahintu!ot na nilagdaan ng Nolaryo Pubhko. 
Sa panahon ng subasta. ang taong sumali ay magkaroon ng dagdag na deposilo kapag ang kanyang 
alok ay mnataas para makumplelo ang kabuuang tatlong buwang upa. Ang karapatang tumanggI o 
anggihan ang anumang alok o sa lahat ng alok ay palag1ng nakalaan para sa pamahalaan. 

Ang magwawa9I sa alok na 110 kung hindi sIya ang aphkante ay kinaka1Iangang tutumbasan ang 
kabayarang nagugcl sa pagpapalathala ng panawagang ,to sa pagpapasukat ng lupa. 

Lungsod ng Dabaw. P1hpinas. lka ill ng Pebrero, 2023.
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\. Y C. !LENA 

OIC GEN Officer 

Km. 7, SPED Road, Bangkal. Davao City 
Ernail Add: cenrodavao@denr.gov ph Telefax No. (082\ 228-2557 
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LEASE 9F PUBLIC LANDS 

Notice is hereby given that the DENR-CENRO al Bangkal. Davao City, w1H aCl:ept sealed or written 
bids not later han ten o'clock t 10"00\ AM on March 24 2023, for the lease for Industrial purposes ot the 
tract of land herein below descnbed. 

Location Panacan, Davao Crty 

Descnplion Lot Mlc-11-001240-D 

Area 7.567 square meters 

Appraised Value of Land Php 8, 300 00 per square meter 
or Php 62,806.100 00 for the whole tract 

Ex1st1ng Improvements No Improvements 

Applicant NEW DAVAO OIL MLL. INC. 
Rep. by: Richmond L Lopez 
MLA-112402(XI-DC) 20 

The nght to lease the land will be awarded lo the person offering the highest annual rental. which 
shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of the value of the land plus one per centum (1%) of 
the value of the existing improvements In order that a person may be entitled to part,cipate in the 
bidding, he must be a qualified public land applicant, and must. before the commencement of the 
same . make a deposit equivalent to at least three (3) month's rental. Only deposit m cash, money 
order, treasury warrant. cert1f1ed check, cash1e~s check or manager's check can be accepted A 
person bidding in representation of another may do so under a duly executed Special Power of 
Attorney. During the bidding. the bidder has to make an add1t1onal deposit every time his bid is 
raised to complete the three (3) month's rental. otherwise. such bid as raised shall not l)e accepted 
The right is reserved lo reJect any or all bids 

The successful bidder If other than the applicant must reimburse the latter of the expenses for the 
publication of the nolice oi auction and the survey of the land 

Davao Ci1y Philippines. February 1. 2023 

Km. 7, SPED Road, Bangkal. Davao City 
Email Add cenrodavao@denr gov ph Telefa, No (082) 228-2557 


