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PBBM looks at faster cleanup of oil spill, Japan sends expert help

By Vince Lopez,
Charles Dantes,
and Macon Ramos-Araneta

to Barcelo,
aricel Cruz

looking to clean up the oil spill from a
sunken tanker in Oriental Mindoro wa-
ters in less than four months.

Empress, President Marcos said.

: crnment cleaned up the 2006 Guimaras
“This is a big help so that we can con-

0il spill in four months, Mr. Marcos said
in an intetview on the sidelines of an

tain the oil and prevent it from reaching
Japan has also committed to send ex- land. The :iI reached some coastal ar- ¢vent in Quezon City.

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos Jr. perts to help stop the further spread of eas before we found the vessel,” he said. “If it’s hot possible in one month,

on Wednesday said the government is oil from the sunken tanker MT Princess The target:\is based on how the gov- Next page
CONTAINMEN Coast
i5uard persgnnel deploy an oil spill boom off
Naujan in Ofiental Mindoro to contain the
leaking indystrial fuel from a sunken tanker.
Inset photo shows Coast Guard personnel
and voluntegrs collecting debris cavered in

y Pola.

paaM.. g
Naujan in its official Facebook page sels not to venture dut to sea, anc rger
4l v IR Pola_town Mayor Jennifer Cruz, sea vessels 1vere alerted against big v /ves.
hopefully it will be less than the four meanwhile, estimated that it Due to this, he agked why M Prin-
months it took to- clean up the Gui-| take six months to a year to clean up| P, Emprt'ss was fllowed to sail.
maras oil spill. If we can’t do it in a the oil spill in her area. ‘ i it'can no longer be pre-
month, perhaps it will not take four As of Wednesday afternoon, Na ﬂl caused by the
months.” he said. jan, Gloria, Pinamalayan, Pola, Ba Princess Empress w ill
In 2006, some 2 million liters of bun- sud, Roxas, Mansalay, Bongabon \ ® €Cosysiem o-
ker fuel from sunken Motor tanker Solar and Bulalacao have officially declare
I off the coast of (Guimaras island cre-  a state of calamity due to the oil spill IS wgre enougt lavts
astation to marine ' The Department of Environme eat of oil spil’s. but
in the Panay Gulf and Natural Resources said it has pin me‘xmplenleﬂlﬂil has been spotty.
overnment years to pointed the possible spot wher th? In the House, Negros Occidental
the damage. sunken tanker is located. | Rep. Kiko Benitez{filed a bill the will
indoro oil splll, * “That site. is about 1,200 fe ap{' strengthen regulation of ships o pre-
late February, in- proximately 400 meters below sea vent prevzat oil spills.

ying some 800,000
fuel. Spillage from
cted 10 municipali-

liters of industria
the vessel has affé
ties in Oriental

~level. It is located about Northedst of

lieved to have moved southeast

Pola, Oriental Mindoro but it is be-

its last known position-where it ¢

House 13ill 7515 rov1des fm the strict

1973 International Conventi\m zi T the
Prevention of Pollution from Ships, and

Mindoro and could possibly reach pletely submerged,” it said. its 1978 Protocol, br MARPOL 73/78,
other coastal islands including Pala- The local government of Nalay which the country signed in 2001
wan, Antique and Romblon. town in Aklan—home to the popular “We signed MARPOL 73/7% in
i Flshers who |were temporarily tourist island of Boracay--is already 2001. An implementing legislat on is
banned from sailing into affected wa- preparing for the possibility of oil' long overdue, We must keep our com-
ters were tapped to help the govern- spill in Oriental Mindoro will rea; hits and per-
ment in cleanup efforts, Marcos said. shores, Gov. Jose Enrique Miraflgres. form our responsibility to prote-t the

“Fishermen cannot sail off the af-
fected waters so they have no liveli-
hood. We tapped|them to clean up
under the cash for work program. We
will create a clearjup program for all
areas, especially fishing sanctuaries
and tourist areas, so that residents can
get work,” he sa1d

He said the local government 1s
in close coordination with the PCG, )

can be deployed.
enator Francis Tolentino, mean-
while, demanded froﬁ! ‘maritime au-l

thonues a repo; h

of P

dents si‘nce Feb:

mitment [0 internafional law,

environment,” Benitez said.
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