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Tourist destinations i Ori ntal Mindoro and nearby
are now affected by t e oi spill caused by the sinkin
tanker (MT) Princes Empress, the Department 0

(DOT) disclosed on onday, March 6.
Based on the information gathered by the agency, the il

spill has affected several ma ine protected areas in. the M - ~
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DOH urges
resid nts in
affec ed areas
to ev cuate

By JEl SANTOS andANALOU DE VERA

SE IOUS THREAT- Philippine Coast Guard
(P G) personnel contend with thick oil slick
th t has washed up on the shore of Caluya
isl nd in Antique in this PCGphoto taken on
M rch 4, 2023. Thousands of fishermen in
th area have been ordered to stay ashore
as authorities continued to struggle with
co taining an oil spill from a sunken tanker
th t is threatening the region'S rich marine
lit and economy. (Philippine Coast Guard
ha dout photo I AFP)
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resill~. tsofNaujan town and other af-
nicipalily of Pol. iil olien' I Mindoro. ties of Naujan, Vi~'toria,and Plnama- booms in strategic areas around the feeted cas to evacuate for their ,sa fety,
These ale.: layan in Oriental lndoro have been island in anticipation of the oil spills. I'T e Department of Health is

• jUngFisher Rese affected by the 0 splll, as of press The DOTis also in close coordina- re"1i ding residents to seek tem-
• t. John the Bapti tMarlne time. The Naujan ~ake, a rnajor.tour- tion with officers of the Tubbataha par shelter if the oil spill I:; near

~nctuary ist attraction, h~S no ccnnection with Management OWcewhoare monitor- theif ominunities," Vergeire said in
• r'ng of the Sea Fi sanctu- the ocean and . dot be 1ffected by ing the situation In Tubbataha Reef, a stat ment,

try the oil spill. I which is along the Municipality 0 Sh said that if affected residents
• tella Marlt Fish tnctuary But the effects of the oi spill have cagayancillo in Palawan. Based on the canna evacuate, they should o'oserve
• Jlacawan Fish Sa fUary reacbed the MUnifil1a1ity0 Caluya in latest update, there are no reported neces ary precautions.
• t. Peter the Rock Ish sane- Antique, 'particul~rly the ~horelines effects yet of the oil spill in the area. "P ople and animals should avoid

ary of Sitio Sabang, ~rangay' Tinogbo, The DOT-Western Visayas Office using il-contaminared water. :)0 not
• an Isidro Labrad r Fish Liwagao Island, B rangay SlbO.10, and. is also actively coordinating with the eat ri ,seashells, and other seafood

anctuary Sitio Tambak in rangay Semirara, LGUsof Malay in terms of extendin cau~~ in areas near the oil 'pill,"
Also affected are th which affected th fishing eornmuni- possible assistance to tourists in Bo- shels id.

beach resorts in Oriental ties. At present'~or.e of t/!e tourist racay in cas. the spillage reacnes.th . In a separate advisory, the DOH'
• pihiya Beach attractions in th e areas have been island's coastal area. 11 h~s IIkewis remi ded responders, volunteers,
• ~ Cottage affected. But th local government issued advisories on the areas affecte and,cI anup workers to wear personal
• ~ng Beach K I units (LGUs), tog ther with the Phil- by the oil spill. prote tive equipment (PPE) such as
• guada Beach Re ' ippine Coast Gua d (peG), have been Frasco added that cruise tourism i prate, tive suits, safety glasses, and
• loroso Beach Re conducting clean ups, wit/! support the region may also be affected as 3 glove during their operation". They
• unting Buhangi from the private ector who provided cruise ships are expected to make a ca shouh also clean the PPEs after use,

Py Beach Resort personal protecti~e equipment. in Mindoro, RombloJ\, Marinduque 0 Sunday, Vergeire and other DOH
• puhay na Tubig The island t9wn of Caluya was and Palawan this year. offici Is visited the oil spill-a ff"cted

esort placed under a stafe of calamity QY the "The DOT, in coordination wit aref.s in Oriental Mindoro to provide
To address this prob Sangguniang SaYl'n which approved Its regional offices, commits to can rnadi ines, face masks, nebulizers,

clean-up is now being do e in the af- Resolution No. 2r2~-31 i~ a special tinuously coordinate with agenete o~ concentrators, and othe sup-
fected afeas as an imme te solution session on Mond'\Y,March 6. such as the Department of Environ plies.
to preve t further damag I Around 25,7313 residents (7,198 ment and Natural. Resources (DENR) rv geire assured that the DOH is

"Th DOT notes with Jeriousness famlJies) from th~ coastal of Baran- Environmental Management Burea close coordinating with other <on-
the oil pill Incident a its grave gays Alegria, semlrara, Sibolo, and (EMB), PCG, and concerned LGUsa cerne agencies to mitigate the effects
impact n the tourism i dustry, In- Tinogboc have alte,dY been affected any update concerning the oil spill of 1lh oil spill.
eluding disruptions In ' livelihood by the oil spill. j . and in searching for urgent mitigat « his incident calls for a whole-of-
of the a ected communiti .tourism- Caluya Mayor Rigil Ke~t Lim or- ing measures to address the harmfu gave ment approach, with th" envi-
dependent businesses, and ecreational dered the suspe sion of all fishing effects of the incident to marine life rOl1m nt being a major determinant
activitie ." Tourism Christina activities In area affeeted by the oil world-class dive sites, and tourist at of t!h health of our people," said Ver-
G. Pra'T said. "Scuba di "ng, beach, spill since the we kend. tractions," Frasco said. gel!e "Over the last few days, we have
and crujse tourism depen 'on the re- It was recalled that immediatel been xtending support to ensure that
gion'scoastalresources,a 'arealsoits Boraeayhraresforoi\spiU after the peG reported the oil spil the I ediate needs of the <lffected
major tourism products. If nmitigated, The Boracay Island in Malay, Aklan on Feb. 28, Frasco ordered the DD'l1 com unities are properly addressed."
the oil spill can have adv rse impacts is preparing, as well, for the possibil- Regional Offices in Mimaropa anJ
on three of the world-c dive desti- ity that the oil spill will spread to the Western Visayas to closely manito
natio,\, in the Philippines specilkally world-famous tourist spotl The PCG the situation and coordinate with th
the Vetde Island passage Apo Reef and the Malay Mupicipal Disaster Risk DENR,EMIl,PCG, ~nd concerned LGU
in Mindpro, and Caron's orld War II Reduction ManaF.ement Office are
Wrecks nd Philippine Du hng." continuously can uctlng rhving and DOH urges evacuation

The noted that one of the monitoring along the coasts of Bora- While the oil spill has not yet bee
tourist '.ractions in the unicipali- cay, and have pr sitioneid oil slick contained, Department of Healt
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of th oil spill to prevent it from caus-
ing rther irreversible d~mage to our
ma . e ecosystem. Next should be the
reco ery," Tolentino said in Monday
nigh: IS Senate plenary session. /lit

has Iready affected more than 10,000
families."

" he current oil spill trajectory
mod I by marine experts projected
that approximately 20,000 hectares
of c al reef, 9,900 hectares of man-
gro 5,6,000 hectaresofseagrass may
be a fected and the oll spi 1 may also
pote tially reach as far as the shores of
Pala an," Tolentino said ir a privilege
sp h.

e stressed that the Maritime
Ind stry Authority is mandated to
und rtake the safety regulatory func-
tion pertaining to vessel operations,
whi the PCG is mandatee. to enforce
all aritime laws..

, oday, 18,000 fishermen lost their
livel cod. If we fail to contain the oil
spil itwiil affect thousands more. But
just 5 we have done again and again,
we '11 rise as a nation and face this
tra dy as one," he added.

r'oeus on containment
anwhile, Senator Francis T"len-

tine as raised alarm over the "t:i spill
whic threatens the ecosystem.

~

u He we are seeking account-
abi i ,our efforts in the meantime
sh u d be focused on the containment

bsidy for affected fisherfolk
eanwhlle, the Pambansang Lakas

ng . usangMamamalaK;!yangPilipi-
nas (Pamalakaya) called on the gov-
ern ent to provide economic subsidy
and livelihood support to fishers and
thei families who have been affected
by t, e oil spill.

The livelihood of fishers in areas
dell stated by the oil spill, including
Se irara Island, has been affected
for week now. They need immedi-
ate inaneial assistance for their daily
sub istence," Pamalakaya chairperson
Fe ando Hicap said in Filipino. "We
are ailing on government agencies to
exe t a concerted effort to dean up the
spiJ ed oil and provide assistance to af-
fec d fishermen and their families."
(Wi h reports from Tara Yapand Mario
Ca yuran)
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Congress topr$e Mindoro oil spill'
lAWMAKERS in both chamb~rs of Con-
gress have calleffor separatj! inquiries
to assessthe im' !lof an aqO,oOO-litet
oil spill incident 1 Mindoro that threatens
IiV.elihood, m~(i~~.PiOd.iv~rsityand .tourism.

"Senator Fran\:i$ N. Tolentino, in a
statement on Tue~day,notM that the oil
coming from th~ sunken ta~ker MT Prin-
cess Empress has ieach~d lTjajor fishing
areas and conti~u~ to spread to coastal
communities. I I

"Today, 18,OqO fishermen lost their
livelihood. If we fail to contain the oil spill,
it will affect thousands more," he said.

The vessel sank near the Verde Island
Passage, consid¢red a glob'll cenW of
marine shore fish biOdiversity, and marine
experts estimate that up to 20,000
hectares of coral reefs, 9,90? hectares
of mangroves, alld6,OOO h~ctares of
seagrass may b~ affected. 1

Theoil spill cQ!JIQalso reachtourism areas
in WesternVISaf3S, which coverspopular
islanddestination Boracay;and Palawan.

Tourism Secretary Maria Esperanza
Christina G. Frasco on Monday warned of
the potential im~ap on the !ndustry.

"The DQT(D~Pbrtment ofTour- t'

ism) notes with seriousness the oil spill
incident and its gr~ve impact on the
tourism industry including isruotions in
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keresa
Macalalad, a communi orga-
nizer in Naulan, Orienta Mind-
oro, laments Ihat from e nings

, of up to P2,OPO for eve rshing
trip, families i hervillag of San
Antonio noW:~et "zero": ,ter the
oil spill from a sunken tanker
started to sP~1ad in their fhores.

"Kinakayq. fa, pero h I ggang
kailan (We're struggling cope,
but until when)?" said Ma alalad,
55, a member of Sarna an ng
Maliliit na Mangingisda g San
Antonio.

She said th' t about 50 fishing
boats under their grou could
not sail out to sea .beca e of a

. II
ban and the town's declar tion of
state of calamity.

"It has be n one wee' since
the oil spill. Th affected ar a used
to be our rich hing grou ! s. Our
small savings are runni gout.
Most children' ere are sc ooling
and we have to spend fa trans-
portation, 'baon' (pocket oney)
every day and other need lof our

i
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unto
p seeks aid tr fishing communiti s;
reas to wea industrial face mask ,s

CLEANUP Volunteers from DMCI Power Corp. p ck 0
shovel Industrial oil stuck to rocks in the shores 0 Ba
in Pola.Orienta! Mindoro,on March3.-DMcIPowERc RP.V

students," Jhe.said. "What stress-
es us most is the uncertainty of
what lies ahead."

MT Princess Empress, which
carried 8001000 liters of industrial
oil, capsized in the waters off Nau-
jan town in Oriental Mindoro on
Feb. 28 and sank the following day
after experiencing engine trouble.
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CO CERNED government
ag ncies were pressed anew
by Sen. Francis Tolentino to

step up e orts to effectively contain
thepoten iallycatastrophicMindoro
oil spill t at may have placed diverse
marine e osystem and people's lives
injeopar y.

Takin the floor at the Senate
session e rly this week, Tolentino
raised th alarm over the recent
maritim incident threatening
the local cosystem caused by the
MT Princ ss Empress that sank off
Naujan, ° iental Mindoro last Feb-
ruary 28 mid inclement weather
and an 0 erheated engine while
carrying 00,000 liters of in~us-Itrial fuel il.

Expec ed to spread to over
24 squar kilometers, the sena-
tor did no rule out that the spill
might like y even reach the world-
renowned Boracay Island, noning
reports th t it has already affeoted
more tha 10,000 families.

He cite the current oil spilltra-
iectory m del by marine experts,
~ho proje ted that approximately
20,000 h ctares of coral reefs,
~,900 he tares of mangroves,
13,000 hec ares of seagrass, "may
be affecte and the oil spill may
also poten ially reach as far as the
shores of P lawan."

Inhisprivilegespeech, Olendno
also reminded that the Maritime
Industry Authority is lndated
to undertake the safety re ulatory
functions pertaining to v sse op-
erations, while the Philipp' e Coast
Guard is mandated to en orce all
maritime laws.

House probe
THE chairman of the Hou e Com-
mittee on Natural Resou ces has
filed a resolution urging h s fellow
lawmakers to look into the sinking
of MT Princess Empress.

Cavite Rep. Elpidio Bar aga -fr
filed House Resolution 829 n Mon-
daysothe committee can inv stigate,
in aid of legislation, the il s ill,
which has so far affected 10 u 9i-
palities in Oriental Mindor

,OnFebruary28,asitsai ed into
rough seas off Naujan, M ndoro,
the Princess Empress sa k with
its fuel cargo. I

"...The oil spill might affeot
20,000 hectares of coral ree ,9,900
hectares of mangroves, an 6,obo
hectares of seagrass and co ld pos-
sibly coat the marine habit ts a"nd
animals ...which can clog t e gills
of fish and marine inverteb ates ...
damage the feathers of bird ndfur
of marine mammals," the esolu-
tion read.

, t

Subsidy grant
THEPambansangLakas ngKi usang
Mamamalakaya ng Pilipin (Pa-
malakaya), meanwhile, has dded
its voice for immediate gover
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action in connect on with the 0'

Inastaternent.P malakayacaL dfor
the grant of sub idyand liveli'rood
support to affec d fishing farr lies
caused hy the si king.

Based on th partia dat re-
ported by Pama akaya-P na he
oil spill, which a ready reached the
province of Ant que, has affected
around 1..200fis erfolkandco stal
residents in at 1 ast three co al
villages in the S mirara Island in
the town of Calu a.

"Foraweekno ,thelivelihocdof
fishermen in the area was affected
by the oil spill. T is includes the ..s-
land of Semirara. The people there
need im mediate upport 'or t eir
day-to-day needs We call on on-
cerned governme t agencies for im-
mediate action, t clean the oil spill
and provide supp rt to the affected
fishermen. and th ir fami, s," er-
nando Hicap, Pa alakaya national
chairperson said.

'Stop fu rther d mage'
THE HOWleresol tion said the oil
spill, which has a eady caused se-
vere damage in ° iental M ndoro,
could also reach ther coastal is-
lands including P lawan, Antiqu
and Romblon.

The vessel MT rincess EmprESS
is an oil products anker, ich is
only a year old, it as revealed.

Oceana, an int rnational en i-
ronment group, ea ier called on t e
government "to im ediately imple-
ment mechanisms and actions to

~p further dama e on the marine
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,n lonm,n,. fhh"i" resources
and livelihood in the aft~ted Verde
Isla d Passagewhich is t e center of
mar ne biodiversity in th world."

I' also asked the gove nment to
"sta t the investigation ~d testing
on t e extent of conta ination ...
imm Idiate ~ssistance of e local
fish folkdependentont etffe<tted
bod of water."

T e Department of ~rviron-
men and Natural R4slourtes
(DE R)has already anroun~ed
last onday that it has ffund ~he
possi Ie site of the capsiz,J vessel,
whic is about 1,200 fefD below
the s h a few days after dl.e DE~R
deplo ! ed the National ¥flPping
and Rsource Informatio~l~uth<j>r_
ity (N' MRIA) BRp Hydro~bpher
Vent ra within the area-of the oil
spill s te.

Th DENRsaidtheill-fat~dvessel
is loca ed about northeast 0t Po~a,
-Orien al Mindoro but it is" 9lieved
to hav moved southeast rom its
last k ?wn position where it com-
pletely submergsd,"

The environment depattment
howev r said it still ne as to
verify he location by depI ying a
remote y-operated vehicle (ROV)
"which will allow us complete vi-
sualiza ion should the Clrentf
and we ther permit."

'''We re now preparing to access
an ROVin order to' fully det rmin~
where t evessel actually is nd to
c;omplet ly model the way 1jheoil
will be s illing from the vessel," the
DENRs id in a ~tatement.1 .
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Supplemental bu get perfectly nderstandal.e, given
EARLIER, House C m i tee on that no 0 e can reall; antici-
Ways and Means C air an AI- pate an oil spill," the lawmaker
bay Rep. Joey Sar t SalcJda ex- added.
pressed confidence hat ~is col- Salcedas id that amons the see-
leagues will s.uppor a pr posal tors that wil most likelybe affected
for a supplemental bu et for are the touri m sectors ofBatangas,
immediate action a d r overy Mar:lnduque and Mindoro.
efforts as fears of wid~ pread Salceda s id he is also "deeply
spillage from the su ken essel concerned f r the biodive"slty and
!pay further spread. fisheries irn cts of the oil spill."

"We are prepared to Pl[opose "Tl;is is crisis waiting to un-
and enact a supple me tal udget fold if we d n't get to contain it
if it comes to that. If t e Pre ident this: early. T at area is very close
requests it, we will g nt iti This to the Verde sland Passage, which.
is an event that caul has evas- has ~~endec ared as the Center of

the Center f Marine Shorefish
and tourism, and it wi ljdefi itely Biodiversity. It is extremely criti-
affect hundreds of th usa ds of cal for natio al and global fisher-
families if it gets ou of h nd,' ies,' Salceda aid.
Salceda said. "The area is even a candidate

Salceda was princi al a thor for [}NESC World Heritage
and chairman of the ous ap- Site. So, it's larming tha: there
propriations commit ee 4. ring' are allready s ns of a large -scale
the enactment of Hou e Bfl No. spill," Salced added, P0In lng to "
9358, which, among at er tr ngs, accounts of a trong smell coming
granted at least P5.4 bill a in from the sea, as well as photos
supplemental appropr atio s to from the Phil ppine Coast ::;uard
sectors affected by the ui indicating so e oil in the water's
oil spill in 2006. surface.

"I don't think it wil Sakeda sai that a potential aid
nificantresistanceineit erch m- package migh involve assistance
ber,' Sa1cedaadded. "w at I ~ ink to affected fis erfolk, more funds
should happen is, the resi ent for cleanup, re toration of rr arine
assesses the resources ithill1his biodiversity, a d rehabi itation of
disposal, and asks Can ress for affected touris sites.
more if he doesn't have oug in ':We'i see w t PBBMasks for,if
the budget to deal with n eVint he does. But for now, better treat it
like this." 1_ as apotential na ional emergency. If

. "In this particular i st ance , it proVI;:Sto be n t as bad as we 'ear,
a supplemental budget au be that's good new."~~------------
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- DEA LY SLICK Ateamde~loJed
by the (en~~ 'or Energy, Ecology,and Develop ent
checks the e ent of the oil spill caused by the
capsizing of ~e 'MT Princess Empress:
PHOTO BY ILSON TIU _

AN expert on T esday warned of possible
fish shortage as Inoil spill from a sunken
vessel off the cast of Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro, rea ed Palawan, threatening
other coastal ar as in the countrv

She said the ad chain also be
affected as the a I slick has re ched the
surface of the w ter.

"Imrnediatel r this has i pact on
photosynthetic rganisms in e water
column. We kn that photo thetic
organisms are he base of e food
chain, immedi tely it will a ect the
source of our fis and other a ganisms
we use for food, Rodriguez a ded.
According to er, all the a anisms

will die because f the oil spil .
"If the oil sli reaches t e coast,

the beaches, the mangroves, e effect
will be worse. I will cause e death
of organisms a loss of mo ements
in some marine rganisrns a it will
change the ecolo . If there is eath in
the important p of ecosyste , itwill
have cascading e ects down th line to
other organisms n other eco terns,"
Rodriguez said.
It is thus very important hat all

stakeholders be i~volved in the eanup
to address the.oil SR~il~I_~_I""-

n a radio interview, Dr. Irene Rodri-
guf.' -assodkte professor at the University
ofjlle Philippines Marine Science Institute
(U -<\451),said the oil spill is worse than
th il1ciden~ in zbos in Guimaras.

-- - -~----I--+---=~--- >-ShortaqeA8

hectares of mangroves, coral reefs and"
_seagrasses will potentially be affected,
with reports showing that Qil from the
vessel has already reached the province
of Antique.

"We are gravely concerned for im-
pacted communities," Gariguez said.
He adde~ that at least 18,000 fisher-

men in theLerovince alone have been
robbed of eir livelihood.
Gariguez said residents were also

robbed of th it seafood supply, a heavy
blow for a rovince where over 50
.percent of ouseholds already suffer
various level of food insecurity.
The tour! rr\ sector, which raked in

P3.5 billion rpr ~e provi~~e ofOriental
Mindoro aldne III 2019, ISalso faced
with severe disruption, Gariguez said.
LocaltOU$.smworkers and provincial

revenue are oun? to .sufferbil~ion~i~
losses with e 011 spill occurnng Just
as summer, hen tourist arrivals often
peak, approa es, he added.
Gariguez~ed that injusticesuffered

by communipes from the "terrible inci-
dent" is further amplified by the health
impacts they are likelyto fXPerience.

"Due a the toxicity (If oil; spills
IT the pap,t had been kn0W11to cause
severe h:rth problems such as respira-
tory prob ems, heart damage, stunted
growth,' mune system effects and
even dea among exposed communi-
ties," he said,
Orient I Mindoro Gov Humerlito

. olor ha declared a state f calarn-
Ity in the affected coastal villages of
Naujan, ala, Pinamalayan, ~Ioria,
Bansud, ngabong, Roxas \1ansalag
and Bulal cao.
In' a so ial media post, Dolor said

that the wner of t e MT Princess
Empress '11be held iccou-uahls. and
liable, p icularly in removing the oil
spill in th province.
He said he had tapped the Depart-

ment of 11 urism, Philippine Coast
C:uard an Bureau of Fisheries and
AquaticRe ourees to assess the oil spill.
The affe ed residents were provided

with galla of mineral drirucng water,
bl th water nd financial aid.
SaveAn que Movement (SAM)said

loCalgave ment units (LGUs)affected
"should h ld RDC Reielc 11arines
Services In ., liable for the amage it
had caused. '

Rodriguez s id the area damaged by
the spill is bi er th~Quezon City.
. "Unfortuna ely, l:! use of the pre-
vailing wind and t on brought by
the 'smihsn' ( ons n), the oil slick
continues to prea . From Pola (in
Oriental Min oro), t' reached other
islands, other eas c Vi ed by Palawan.
It will continue to fa I w this trajectory
if the prevailin win s ill continue in
the next days," he a ed,
Rodriguez s d th wner of the MT

PrincessEmpn has ~ped the services
of other firms t help i~ the recovery of
the oil from th sun nvessel.

'The location fM lJincesswas final-
lydetermined. eo qofthevesselhas
a1readycoordinaedwi two commercial
privatecompani to d e cleanup.This
isagood move fu m th WIleroftheves-
sel.Hopefully,it oil sli ) will be treated
near the point s urce q prevent the oil
slick to reach th co environment.
For the coastal c mm nities, please be
aware that there i pate aI that you will
be affected, so n cess preparation is
needed," she add .
The UP-MSIh s sai 20,000 hectares

of coral reefs, 9, 00 hectares of man-
groves and 6,000 hectares of seagrasses
may be affected y the oil slick.
More than hal of potentially affected

reefs or 11,000he es are found in the-
Cuyo group of isl nds.
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Caritas Phili pfnes has called on the
government t"immediately contain"
the oil spill in drientaI Mindoro, along

. with assessin its severity of damage
.and prioritizi glthe welfare of impacted
communities I

Fr. Edwin ~riguez, the lead conve- .
nor of Prote the Verde Island Passage
(VIP), is deqI~nding accountability
from the owner of MT Princess Empress
and RDC Rei~14Marines Services Inc.

"Protect VIp rehemently decries the
devastation ~Ifthe .Oil spill from MT
PrincessEmp fhas [brq~ghtJ and will
continue to b .~g to waters within and
beyond the fide Island Passage, the
biodiversity h ,~pot knofll to have the
highest conce ation of marine species .

. in the world,' ariguez said in a state-
• ment on Monday evening.

The group .mated that over 36,000

I ---



SEVENTY-S VEN co tal ba-
rangays of . e Oriental . doro
towns affectJ by the ma sive oil
spillcaused by e sinking f an oil
tanker off Na jan town las Febru-
ary 28 have b en placed der a
state of cala ty.

A resolutio passed by e pro-
vincial counc~ last Mon ay said
the 77 coastal arangays a e in the
towns of N~ jan, Pola, inama-
layan,Gloria,Bansud, Bo abong,
Roxas,Mansalay and Bul acao.

Gov. Hum rlito Dol r, who

Hal tihess Insigh
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d
ran
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fects nearly individu Is
chairs the fro~cial disaster risk
reduction ~~ m~nagement coun-
cil, approv d the ~esolution.

In a sta ement, the provincial
infor.ma~~n of~ce "confirmed"
the oil spill*s reached the coastal
barangays, affec¥g some 10,362 .
families 0 t8,8~5 individuals. It
saidbiodivfrsity ~d ecology in 15
marine pr~t~cted areas involving
763.53 hecdres in four towns are
also at riskj 1

The oil t,Aillh s so far reached
the town o~ Caluyain Antique.

The Calu "a town council also
passed a r olution last Monday

nuder a state of
is about 70
here theMT

mishap.
Eight aysafter the tanker sank,

some re 'dents of coastal com-
munities affected by the oil spill
are now starting to suffer from
dizziness and difficulty in breath-
ing, acco ding to the Department
of Heal .

In a p ess briefing, Health Un-
d.ersecre MariaRosarioVergeire
said they ave received reports of
people e eriencing difficultiesin
breathin as wellas dizziness.

''We h ve recorded in riental

See OIl,> PageB2

Mindo 0 cases of
while ne aggrav
This ~ quired the
to the ospital,"
are als residents
expert need hea
All o~ these are,
symp ms."

Ver ire added ey expect reports 0
g, stomach ache, and diarrhea .
. g days.
symptom . the public carl;hav

will de end on th it mode of exposur
(to the oil spill)," e said and reiterate
the age cy's call fi r vulnerable resident
to tem' orarily eva ate.

"Th se living . . 100 meters fro
the af cted areas cannot wear simpl
masks 11 ut rather in ustrial masks.Weals
need t? relocate the elderlyand those wi
respirat ry ailment to areas fMiliet' fto
the oil spill," she aid, adding: "Thos
within I 00 meters om the affected areas
cannot drink their water. They have to
be sup lied with s e water by the local
go~er1 .ents."

HODS

.fficulty of breathing
ed (his/her) asthma
atient to be brough

aid Vergeire. "Ther
png the shoreline tha
ches and dizziness
owever, short ter

The chair of the House tomrnittee on
natural resources d a resolution urging
.the HQ'Useof Re resentatives to look
into the sinking of Princess Empress
that callsed a massi e oil spilloff Oriental
Mindoro and nearb provinces.

Cavite Rep. Pidi Barzag~, in ouse
Resolution No. 829, said the oil spi has
affected 10 municipalitiesin Oriental .
doro and could also reach other c astal
areas, including Palawan, Antiqu and
Romblon.

'~dditionally, the oil spill might ffec
201000 hectares of coral reef, 9,900 ect
ares of mangroves, and 6,000 hectar s 0

seagrass and could possibly coat th ma
tine habitats and animals... which c clog
the gillsOf fishand marine invertebra es...
datpage the feathers of bird and of
marine mammals," the resolution -s d.

The resolution cited the state ent
of the international environment OU8~

Oceana which earliercalledon the go ern
ment "to immediately implement m cha
nisms and actions to stop further da ag
on the marine environment, fish ries
resources and livelihood in the aff cted
Verde Island Passage which is the 'c nter
of the center of marine biodiversi in
the world.'" . .

Last Monday,the Department of nvi-
r~nment and Natural Resources (D NR)
announced that it has found the po .ible
site of the capsized vessel which is a out
1,200 feet below sea level,a few days fter
the DENR deployed the National ap-
ping and Resource Information AiIth rity

. (NAMRIA) BRP Hydrographer Ve tura-
within the area of the oil spill site.

The DENR said the ship is loc ted
northeast of Pola,Oriental Mindoro ut it
is "believed to havemoved southeast am
its last known position where it compl tely

submerged."
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I ~ dditi11 ~~ :ir partnership \l

the hilip~l ,r "ri s Developm
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cian aic e C W p ogram will

las pr. bou I' d ys, ftl the benefi-
CIa~c f S tp ece ·te wa es b sed on the
c~ 1-1 ht r gio ~1 r1 h tpit .m ~ wage rate,

'Ii sa![th <ile ~3 tme t rim continue
to i?rq inat w itJ. con re; d agencies
an DC~'ties 0 ~s~e e tI.~edsof the
res d nt afife tee 'bITth 0 pill will be,
s¥ i~e?iJyp~ t, I
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co f!rili atio of IP. ter," Ferrando Hicap, 1 a state,;i nt,
P ya r 1:\0~ chai pe~ on, said in a de! ~ occur [W
$ ~t ~~fuO ~

paRadd Itl yare 0 rtjinatingwith the ort.
m be; ~ I na for dsT.a~ and impact 'hit .M et M~en due to str
a~,e; Fmlnt c tl bil s ill ~t marine re- ~~tand rc S COil ditions," the:
so ~ es fnd (as om J~~es that will 'sai4l ~r'
be s brrfttec 0 ~(Bu ~al pf Fisheries ~tsaiq p q 81 e railings of I
an f.n atic es ces ~ ~ R) and the Ba Twin 1 d Ij~gd, adding the 1
.D of. Pede el ,~ffL also dam~l!

), al k y als lr~e( th ~overnment .Wi iJ. Gera' ,~' }; Wendtll V'Jtl
to,p 4es the wr;r oJ ~~~ ~pncess Em- Joe {,n Mo I tla.) rr. a dJed MaeIJpll---4'~!r~--'~~I~~L-~'~~~--~~~F~~ ~

a motor \; n
Amlan, N s

\e t) bad weather
ard

n ~ no oil spill:r: ident,
~W ~ CG said the t
Flio e of the v >
wa~ maneuverin



:::.::-t··I:~-:---=::::~:-=::-~:~-:=:.::..:.~.•:::.~==-~:==

II no eside Ie sa Mindo ,
ng hirap sa PIhinga, Nina DANIL G CIAat JOY CAI~TOS
pagkahilo at sa it ng ulo tomas. Pagkatapos sila i- na in n an ang pas- Nanaw gan din ang
ang ifansa mga sidente manage doon sa kanilang _ yen e n 9 malapatan CI OH sa ga lokal na
dahil sa mga tu agas na healthcarefacility, nawala ng I nas. oplsyal na t akin na may
langis buhat sa il tanker na rin yung nararanasan," Dito i iniit ni Ver- sapat na splay ng ma-
MT Princess mpress saad ni Vergeire. geir an kahalagahan linis na inu ing tubig ang
na lumubog sa Qriental Sa mga residenteng ng ans antalang re- ITI9areside te para hindi
Mindoro. nagkasakit, isa ang ki- 10k yo'} 9 mga. nani- na kumalat ng sakit.

"Ito po ay laha~ay na- nailangang isugod sa nira an ~ may 100 met- Samant la, magsasa-
pansin natin na mga short ospital nang atakihin ng ro _bay?, yin lalo na ang ga'illa ng i bestigasyon
term lamang na mga sin- kaniyang hika. Nakauwi mg bata t matatanda. a 9 Maba ang Kapu-

01 yumanigsa Da IeOro ~::ti:~a~gn o~r':~~~:
~~ ----~~-------

uur

Oriental Mindoro ioong
Pebrero 28 na nak apek-
to sa 10 munisipali ad ng
lalawigan. .

Ayon kay 4th istrict
Cavite Rep. Elpido a-
ga Jr, chairman ng ouse
Committee on Natu al Re-
sources (DENR), dapat
masiyasat at ma igilan
ang oil spill sa na abing
karagatan dahil is itong
malaki!19bantasay . ang

dagat at maging sa kabu-
hayan ng mga manging-
isda.

Si BarzagaiiYnaghain
ng House Resolution(HR)
829 na hinihikayatang Ka-
mara na siyasatin"inaidof
legislation" ang paglubog
ng motor tankEjrsa kara-
gatan ng Nuaja,n,Oriental
Mindoro kung saan tu-
mapon ang BOO,OOO litro
ng industrialfu I.
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oii'spin sa Orient~lM:in
9 bayan apektado

kOT na sa siyam na bayan sa oriental Min
naapektub.an ng oil spill mula sa lumubo na

. ~rincess Empress. .:.1 iro ayldahil kumalat na rin ang langis a 76l' : l?aybayinra sakop ng mga bayan ng Nauja ,Glo . , I

I inamalayan, Bansud, Bongabong, Roxas, ans a,
: ;ulala.cao atPola na una nang isinailalim s stat f

~alarmty.
, Samantala, sinabi ni Oriental Mind ro .
Humerlito Dolor na may inilatag ng-com ensa 'f
guidelines ang may-ari ng MV princess Empe s
kung saan ay babayaran nito ang nagast s nil a
fUga nagkasakit na residente ng lalawiga bu drg epekto ng ojl spill. . J

I puspusan na rin ang paglilinis sa mga aape -
I hang baybayin matapos matagpuan ang lu ubo~ a
: tanker may 7.5 nautical miles mula sa B ingar.ran

\

: point na nakaharap sa bayan ng Pola. (C therine
IIReyes)

.~ -----~~----------~---~--- -- - _.
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AGA
iba't iba 9 ahensya ng gob-
yerno s I mga apektadong
pamily ~a pangunguna ng
Oepa ent of SocialWelfare
and De elopment kaugnay
sa nang aring oil spill sa ka-
ragatan 9 Naujan, Mindoro

( noonq ebrero 28 makara-
. ang lu ubog dito ang MT
Princes Empress na karga-
do ng in ,ustrial na langis.

Mis ong si DSWD Sec-
retary Gatchalian ang .
namuno sa pamimigay ng
ayuda ilalim ngAssistance
to Indivi uals in Crisis Situa-
tion at C sh for Work sa mga
pamilya 9 karamihan ay ma-
ngingisd na sadyang apek-
tado ng agkalat ng langis sa

karagatan ng Mindoro na
mabot na rin sa ilang bay-
aying lugar sa Palawan.

Sil1igurorin ni Gatchalian
f rnatapos ang nangyaring
il spill agarang namahagi ng

ood packs ang kagawaran
a mga residente ng Naujan, .

Pola, Pinamalayan, Bonga-
bong, Bansud at iba pang ba-
r,n sa lal~wigan sa pakiki-
pagtulungan hg Gobernador
nitong si Bonz Dolor.

Idinagdagpa ng kalihimna
abot sa 10,000 food packs

ang ipamimigay ng OSOW sa
mga residente kada apat na
araw upa~g may nakahan-
lIIang pagkainsila atkanilang
pamilya habar:'lghindi maka- .
pangisda sa karagatang pa-

o 0
~" PAGEl
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STORY

tuloy na n liIini
asayte sa ay

Patulo n an na nagpa-
padala ng ara !l8ng J
packs ang DSWO Central sa
Mindoro at Palawan lalo na
sa rnga islaupanghindimagu-
tom ang 19a tagaritong isi-
nailalim n sa $tab~of Cala-
mity ni Dol r.

InaasaJ1angrnatata ang
perhuwisy~ngoi spillsa kabu-
hayan ng ga eEidente rito
ayon sa 0 NR ung saan 21
na mga pr tected area 0 ma- .

rin l sanctua ang tatamaan
nitoqg kan~un an at breeding
grq ndng n-dagatna pa-
ngillahing p ntawid. gutom
naman ng na rararmnq ma-
ngil11~isdarito

Sarnantal nagkakahala-
ga Ing 78.9 m Iyong piso ang
42, 00 na fa ily food packs
ang naka sta by sa OSWO-
Mimaropa ku 9 saan walang
tigi) ang pam migay sa mga
naapektuha pamilyaalinsu-
noel na rin s kautusan n
PBE
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INIHAIN sa Kamara ang reso-
lusyon na naglalayong im-
bestigahan ng Kongreso ang •
oil spill 'rianilikha ng PlI9lubog
ng MT Princess Empress sa
Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

graduated age ng compul-
sory retirements ng opsyal ng
militar na nakatakda sa com-
mittee report ng Sehate na-
tional defense panel.

Intensyon ng S8 1849 in-
tends naarnendahan ang Re-
publicAct 1.1709 na nagtatak-
da ng three-year fixed terms
sa key AFf' ofJjcials,kabilang
ang chief of staff.

.Iniiwasan ng batas na
magkaroon ng "revolving
door policy" sa AFP na nilag-
daan noon ni dating Pangu-
long Duterteilangbuwanbago
ito umalis sa puwesto. Ayon
kay Defense Secretary Carli-
to Galvez. Jr, nagresulta ng
sigalo! sa unintended conse-
quences ng RA11709 sa loob
ng militar. ' ERNIE REYES

Ang Hous Res I tion
No. 829 ay ini in ni avite
Rep. Elpidio Ba ga r para
imbestigahan a 9 oil ill na
nakaaaapekto 10 nisi-
palidad ng Orie tal Mi oro.

Binigyang-din ni ga,
chairman ng H use qommit-
tee on natural souis na
ang pagtagasn .may )lOO
litro ng.industri i fuel Yjpwe-

. deng makaratin at m k\ilikha
nn ng damage iba fas-
tal islands gay ng P I wan,
Antique at Rom Ion.

"A9ditionall ,the Ispill
might affect 20 000 tares
of coral reefs, 9900 he tares
of mangroves, nd 6,00 hec-
tares of seag ss an~ could '
possiblycoatth man~~habi-
tats and anim J, Vihlcl! can
clog the gills 0 fish and ma-
rine invertebra es ... a~age
the feathers of ird a d fur of
marine mamm s," ba git sa
resoJusyon.

Giit ng kon reslstana da-
pat simulan na ng 9 b emo .
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nowned Boracay sland.
In his privilege speech, the

senatorsaid thee tentof the oil
spillhasalreadyr achedma or
fishing areas and continues to
spread 10pristine . hin~ breed-
ing grounds -- eatemng the
Verde Island ssage, he
world's "Center f the Ce Iter
of Marine Shoref sh Biodiver-
sity," cUll! along estern Visa-
yas where Bora y IsIan i is
situated!.

"Because the
from Mindoro to
the Verde Islan
would mostly a ect Oriental
Mindoro and per psBoracay.
Today, 18,000 fi ermen lost
their Ii relihood. we fail to
contain theoilspil ,itwillaffect
thousands more,' the senator
said.

Authorities ontinue to
race against tim in contain-
ing the ~OO,OO -Iiter that
spilled out from the sunken
oil tanker. As of onday af-
ternoon" 76 coa tal baran-
gays a~:I'OSSnine towns n
Oriental Mindor have been
placed iflnder th state of ca-
lamity.
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Nagbabala si Senad r Francis Mindoro to Romblon via the Vi rde
olentino sa malawak na pinsalang Island Passage, it would most! af-
ulot ng oil spill sa Ori ntal Min- feet Oriental Mindoro and per aps
oro na nagbabanta Iljgayon sa Boracay," sabi ni Tolentino.
abuhayan ng mga mangingisda Sa ngayong aniya, nasa 18, 00
t sa turismo lalo pa't Pftungo na mangingisda na ang nawala ng
mana ito sa mga pamos ng beach hanapbuhay ngunit maaa ing

r sort sa Boracay Island madagdagan pa ita ng libo- ibo
Sa kanyang privilege speech, kapag hindi napigilan ang pa ka-

inalampag ni Tolentino ang mga lat ng oil spill sa karagatan.
ensya ng gobyerno para mag- Samantala, inamin ni Pola, ri-

s gawa ng pagsusuri sa ~insala ng ental Mindoro Mayor Jennifer Ina
'1 spill majapos na lumubog ang Alegre' Cruz na apektado ng oil
T Princess Empress nlkargado spill ang turismo sa kanilang lu ar,
800,000 litro ng indu trial fuel. "Nagka-cancel na 'yung ib ng
Ayon kay Tolentino umabot nagbo-book sa mga resort 0 ers

n sa mga pangunahing fishing natin," sabi ni Cruz.
a ea at patuloy na kuma~alat ang Nagpatupad na rin umana ila
o 1 spill at nagbabanta sa Verde ng curfew sa kabataan na 21-an os
I land Passage na kinuko siderang pababa dahil alam nilang pala ng
, enter of the Center of Marine . nagpupunta ang mga ita sa tabi g_
S orefish Biodiversity'. dagat at baka makalimutang ay

~ "Because the passage y from oil spill at mag-swimming pa.
------------~~++-----------
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Sa Kamara a, naghai ng

!esorusyon si Ho use com ittee
n natural resources chairp rson
t Cavite Rep. Elp:ldio Barza a Jr.
pang imbestigahan ang pag ubog

ng MTPrincess Em] ess sa N ujan,
IDriental Mindoro.
I Inanunsyo na I'm ng D~art-

ment of Environm mt and N tural
Resources (DENR) nitong rtes
na bagsak sa water standard ual-
ity ang tubig-dagat sa Ori ntal
Mindoro kung kaya't ipirtag aba-
wal na ang pag-swimming n mga
residente rito ..

I Ayon kay DENRregional irec-
tor Lormelyn Claud 10, mapan anib
~pkalusugan.kapag na-expo e sa
~ntaminadong tubig-dagat ahil
posibleng magkaroon ng hi a at
sakitsa balat ang isang indibi wal.
(Dfndo MatiDinlgi/Cathe Ine

eyes)
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DA- FAR gives aid
fishj rs in Or. Minda 0

By CORY
MART'INEZ

THE Dep rtment of
Agricultur Bureau of
Fisheries d Aquatic
Resources OA-BFAR)
has provi ~d liven-
hood assist nce to the
affected fi herfolk in
the oU spi 1 incident
due to the siriking Cj>f
MT Prince s Empress
that occurre last week
in the coas liwaters of
Naujan, 0 ehtal Min-
doro,

During ~'s visit to the
province M r(day, Dl}-
BFARNatio .al Director
Demosthen s Escoto
committed le initial al-
lotment of 4,000,000,
which will e used to
implement immediate
ana alternative liveli-
hood assistance for fish-
erfolk engaged in cap-
ture fishing while the
provincial ivernment
enforces a fi g ban in
the affected a eas.

With t e initial
amourit, the DA-BFAR'

ffected
il spill

will provide livelihood as-
sistance through the pro-
vis,iop of post-harvest
training and equipment,
particularly ten units of
smokehouses for fish pro-
cessing, The raw materials
for fish processing will be
sourced from Occidental
Mindoro and other nearby
areas not affected by the
oil spill.

In addition, the DA-
BFA~, in partnership with
the Philippine FisheriesDe-
velopment Authority
(PFDA), will operational-
ize KADIWA OPLAN
ISDA, an existing project
which supports fisherfolk
by providing market link-
ages. '

Fisheries cooperatives
from Occidental Mindoro
and Oriental Mindoro will
be linked .for fish trade,
while the DA-BFARpro-
vides .logistical support
such as 'the utilization of
reefer vans.

"The DA,-BFARis de-
termined to help our af-
fected fisherfolk cope with
the loss of income due to
the fishing iban resulting

fro
~m
me 1 te livelihood inter-
ven . ns, which will be
co s d through the pro-
vin . I agriculture office
of 'ental Mindoro for
a c alized and strate-
gic .stribution to OIlr
fish olk beneficiaries,"
ESC<!ltsaid.

'de from livelihood
inte entions, the DA-
BF~ will also extend
tee .cal assistance to
the ovincial local gov-
ern nt unit by con-
due . 19 laboratory test-
ing f water and fish
sa es gathered from
the fected areas.

result of the tests
used in determin-
d recommendinl~

area hat are "safe" for
fish!f1, activities.

,I).t present, about
ll-,qop f ish e rf 0 I k
families in the munici-
paliffis of Naujan and
POltt,' eluding its neigh-
bor' areas, are affect-
ed the oil spill, ac-
cording to local govern-
ment repotts,: I •
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fishe 5, biodiversity, t
By CAMILLE P.

BALAGTJ!~S

atens.nsm
Western Visayas where Eo-
racay Island is situated.

"Because the passage-
way from Mindoro to Rom-
blon via the Verde Island
Passage, it would mostly
affectOriental Mindoro and
perhaps Boracay," said
Tolentino.

"Today, 18,000 fisher-
men lost their livelihood. If
we fail to contain the oil
spill, it will affectthousands
more," the senator added.

Tolentino expressed
concern that theMindoro oil
spill inciden.t would be a
deja vu or worse than the
2006 tragedy when MT S0-
lar-I sank off the coast of
Guimaras, which carried 2.1
million liters ofbunker fuel.

. "Ngayon, Mr. President,
nangyari na naman po ito,
Thecurrent oil spill trajecto-
ry model by marine experts
projected that approxi-
1jIlately20,000 hectares of
coral reef, 9,900 hectares of
mangroves, (and) 6,000
hectares of seagrass may be
affected, and the oil spill
may also potentially reach
as far as the shores of Pala-
wan. This is more far-reach-
ing than the damage caused
by MT Solar-I," the senator

SENATORFranci Tolen-
tino is seeking an rdepth
assessment that would
look into the vast damag-
es brought by an oil spill
incident in Mind ro last
month"and now t eaten-
ing the lives of fi~erfOlk'
marine biodivers ty, and
tourism as it heads owards
the famous beaCh'; of the

~~~i~~~~ispeech in connecn n with
the February 28' inc dent in
Naujan, Oriental . doro,
the senator diSdO~d that
the extent of the il spill
corning from moto tanker
(Mf) Princess Emp ess has
already reached ma or fish-
ing areas, and con ues to
spread to pristine fishing
breeding grounds ~threat-
ening the Verde Isl d Pas-
sage, which is co idered
the world's "Center of the
Center of Marine Shorefish
Biodiversity" and long~~L-~~~~~~~~~~f
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THE Dep rtment of So-
cial Welf re and Devel-
opment ( SWD), in coor-
dination ith the Depart-
ment of E vironment and .
Natural Resources
(DENR), i set to provide
"Cash for Work" (CFW)
assistance 0 residents in
three pro inces affected
by the oil s ill brought by
the. capsiz d motor tank-
er (MT) P ncess Empress
that subm rged in Nau-
jan, Orient IMindoro last
week.

The are s to be given
temporary eans of Iiveli-
hood are ansud, Bong-
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, fisherfolk na affected y
ma~g bahagi ng solu y-
on,' the DS\OVDsecret
said.

Gatchalian also stat d
that the CFW program
be launched this week d
will last for about 15 da s,
depending on the consul -
tion with the DIENRon th ir
identified menu of work f r
this program.

Meanwhile, as of Mar h
7, 2023, the DSWD has 1-
ready provided more th
P3.1 million worth of f d
assistance to aJ'fected 1 -
cali ties in Oriental Min -
oro and Antique.
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The BUlau of C rrections (Bucoj) has deferred its
plan to tra sfer the ew Bilibid Prisons (NBP)and its
head quart s to the asungi Georeservein Tanay,Rizal
due to envi onment 1concerns.

Questions re~ain as fo why be held ~. abeyance pending
the 270-hedc re portio of the further s dies," Catapang told
conservatio area-was itled to the comm ttee.
the bureau. He sai the study would

BuCor D rector G neral consider Ithe impact on the
Gregorio Ca apang Jr. ester- environment of the construe-
day told the enate co mittee tion of th, BtrCor facilities in
on tourism haired b Sen. Masungi.
Nancy Bina that the Ian to the in~tlJiry was prompted
build a new BP and uCor by a resolution filed by Sen.
headquarter "will no onger Risa Ho~tiveros, who said
push throu . there wa a need to probe

"The 270- ectare .P" perty reports th t a group of armed
awarded to e BuCor ursu- men settI d along the high-
ant to Presidential Pro lama- way Withir the vicinity of the
ti?,: ~158a~ the ~ite of t~ New Masungi onservation site in
Bilibid Priso includi g the' September]
plan to relo ate its n tional Hontiveroscitedaninddent
headquarters to this si will in 2021 w en two Masungi
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of the 40 hectare conservation
'he, ba ed on Proclamation
, ~58 iss ed by hen I esident
qnoria acapagal-A rroyo on
:5ept.9, 006.

The p oc!amation designat-
ed the a a as the new I cation
of the uCor headquarters.
l~ecently; the BuCor rnanaged '
1:~)seeur a title to the area.

There ere no clear answers
from the resource pe 'sons on
Binay's uestion as t why
]lID concr te action or d ecision
had bee made to re cind the
title whe it wa evident that
the BuC rs area incl-rdes the
F)J~otectelimestone fo, ation.

DEN director for legal
af~airs orlito Ener a 'l said
the matt r could be r solved
WIth a" ositive actio "from
the gove nment to ta e back
the prot ded land from the
B,lCor.
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further studies to be undertaken
taking int6 consideration the im-
pact on ~ environment with the
constructi n of BuCor facilitiesin
the area," atapang said.

He Sai~it would be better if
an urban r environmental plan-
ner could' ?nduct a study on the
possible e,vironmental impact of
putting up the structures at the
Masungi Georeserve,

He said: if the transfer of the
BuCor facilities "is not worth it,"
they will lot push through with
the plan.

''What will do now if this is
really not available or not for us,
we will ju~t put the forest rang~
ers, we also have our agro-forest
team that can help conserve and
strengthen the ecosystem in the
area," he added.

Catapangsaid the environmental
studywill;ate sixmonths to oneyear.

Sen. N Iynlnay, panel chair-
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plaJ to relocate its national
headquarters to this site
Wiq be held in abeyance
pending further studies to
be undertaken taking into
consideration the impact on
the environment with the
construction ofBuCor facilities
in the area," Catapang said
during the hearing,

The BuCor earlier earned
flak after it revealed its plans
to transfer its headquarters
and training institute within
the Masungi Georeserve - an
award-winning ecotourism
and conservation site in the
province of Rizal.

The area itself has been a
constant concern for peace
and order, with Sen. Risa
Rontiveros deploring the
harassment and attacks on
the country's forest rangers
who were just carrying out
their duties in protecting the

T
By HA NAH TORREGOZA I

The ureau of Correctio ~
(BuCor will defer its plans 9
relocat its headquarters to t E1
Masun i Georeserve pendi g
review ,fthe possible adver e
enviro ental and ecological
impact in the area.

Bure UOfcorrectionS(BUC~O
Direct r General Gregor 0
Catapa g Jr. confirmed t e
agency s decision yesterd y
during he Senate Committ e
on To rism's hearing 0
the la d-grabbing, illeg~l
logging and quarrying issu~s
negati ely impacting the
Masung Georeserve,

"Mos importantly, the 270
hectare of land awarded to
BuCor p suant to Presidenti:tI
Procla ation No. 1158, as
the sit of the New Bilibid
Prison NBP), will no longer.
push th ough, including th
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geo serve,
R tiveros bared that at least

13D artment of Envi ronment
and atural Resources (DENR)
per nnel have been killed
in e earnest pursuit of
perfo ning their dutieb within
the la 1: six years,

"11 reats to their Iives are
real~ ith this in mind, outside
the atter of the Bureau of
Cor ctions (BuCor) and its
l~s in the Masungi, it would
eny as well to be reminded

thatp opleandourrichnatural
nvir nment are our oountry's

inval able natural resources,"
onti eros pointed oun during

he baring, f )

"An Masungi, as part of the
ppe Marikina watershed,
elps n regulating wat rflow,
rovi es a natural defense
gain t typhoons, an . helps
rev t catastrophic flooding,"
he t essed,
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I . Water
What~e call su 1 mer here has just strtedt We are resigned

to havin our powe' situation iffy, at be t. But more important
than po er, will we rave enough water

We ha e taken ter availability for ranted in most of the
country. ctually, II s than half of the' country has access to
clean wat r. .

Worse, according 0 Google, "water q1ality in the Philippines
usually d es not me Itthe standards set y the national govern-
ment, esp cially in u pan areas. The only reas of the Philippines
confirme to provi e safe drinking wa er is the metropolitan

area of Manila."

I

The problem of *etro Manila, however,
is the source of supply. We are dependent
over 90 percent on Angat Dam, which is
on top of the West Valley Fault. Can you
imagine if the said pverdue Big One hap-
pens and cracks that dam? . '.

The water in Angat Dam also goes

Eloseto criticallevtl during our summer
onths. But thanks to all the rain we have

een having lately, I am told the level is
quite healthy tor the next few months. .

. 1- For the long term, we should move
BOO CHANCO faster to secure Mega Manila's water

supply ... not just Metro Manila, but also'iii'fmmWl1%fu0*I1ij'fJK~lg'BI for the adjoining previnces too. Adminis-
trations come and go, but this is one big

unattende.;i problem. .
. My friend Arnel C sanova, who used tohead BCDA and who
designed Clark Gree City, posted his concern on Facebook:

"One of the tragic ironies I see in the Philippines is the cur-
rent water crisis in M tro Manila and the CALABARZON with
30 million people. It i 30 percent of the Philippine population
creating approximate y 50 percent of the riatiorrs GDP. That is
half the economy of t ' e country burdened by shortage of stable
water supply." I

But as Arnel pointe out, there is an obvii.<?ussolution in plain

DEMIAND
AND
SUPRLY

contentious as t ~eprop sed Kaliwa C am.
he heart of NCR and C LABARZON regions

lies the bi est eshwater lake in the co ntry. Laguna Lake has
3.2 billion ubi - meters of fresh rater. I terms of lite .f>, that is
3.2 TRILLI N i ers of fresh water!

"Accor ing PIDS, the avera ge Met
sumes bet ee 8 to 108 liters of wate
at 100 liter pe ay; the entire ao millio people will consume
only 0.1 pe cen f the Laguna Lake wat r.

"To ma it e nmore tragic, the lake' fed wit fresh spring
water by 1 7 riv rs from the Sierra Ma re and the Banahaw-
Makiling au . ins, which at source is a clean.

"Sadly, is s ring water becomes dir y when it reac es the
lake becau e Me ()Manila and CALAB RZON indus res and
peopletrea Lag na Lake as their huge s tic tank and garbage
dump. An now 'e have a water crisis!

IIWe mu t sa and revive one of our c
natural tre ure Laguna Lake ..- for us t
as a nation. ' .

Arnel is 't the irst one to express this iew, The Management
. Association, f e Philippines had sent an ppeal, togethe ~with a
draft EO for for r president Rod,ngo Dut rte, to sign the would
have ordere gar rnment units to work to ether to clean up La-
guna Lake. t was ignored.

Ed Yap, ho h ads MAP's infrClstructu e committee, told me
that they als sent the same appeal and th same EO to the office
of President Marc s. So far, no response.
. There are many, even among the scientifi community; '. a say
Laguna Lak c ot be a source of water for purificatir '1 since
its average epth f 2.5 meters is below th global standard of a
minimum of .8m ters depth for hiluvesting ater for puri cation.

Manila ater nd Maynilad are tappi g it anyway, but the
process of c anin up the water is rather xpensive.

Indeed, fore 'e can really ta; the w tet of our country's
largest lake, ~e m st stop the lake's pollu .on, whether organic
or inorganic from households, farms, fish ries, and ind stries.
This is not e sy to do. 1

We knew lon~ ago we had to Ho this anywa} wh h was
why a law as IP sed creating the Lagun Lake Devel< ment
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Authority, which t~rned out to be totallyusal
As it h ~pens, our lawmakers, mostly la er hink they

have done t eir job after they pass a law. Corru t po i icians and
their prot g~sjust milked the powers of the a tho . y.

The P draft EO declares that the primary use the lake's .
water is to p~ovide potable water for Mega Man a.

The M P also called for a massive reforesta .on
the Lagun Ilake watershed, implementation of z nin egulations
around th Jake area, as well as the strict impI me t tion of all
environme tal laws to address water quality co em.

Cleaninl;tp the lake requires a reversal of cu t re in our
society tha flisregatds the common good. We tr at I es, rivers,
and seas a open sewers.

But the is now available technology to hel cle
and lakes{ domestic and industrial pollutio . Si
successfull used technology to recycle its wat r.

Indeed,' the condo development where I live, e s .tary treat-
ment plant r STP treats all our sewage to the poi t th it is dean
enough to e used to water plants, wash cars an oth domestic
uses. lima ine it needs just one more step to m e i* inkable.

I get th~'I11preSSionfrom the Facebook post 0 A that he is
now wor . g on a master plan using biotechnol gy clean up
and save 0 r lake.

"The ma;sterplan provides doable solutions th roblems
besetting L~gUna Lake, the poverty that is pres nt i akeshore
communiti s and the need to create economic op ort ities that
are more in lUsive and sustainable.

"Throng IPPPmodels, we are finding partne an~ echnolo-
gies to help prevent polluted water and garbag fro reaching
the lake. Last Monday, I visited a facility that u es 0 of these
viable tech~ologies by employing bacteria to trea wa . I found
it interesting and scalable in different communi ies r und the
lake." I

A "Save lLaguna Lake, Save our Lives Movem nt" i needed.
We do not h~ve a shortage of water. We simply I k t political.
will and th~ good sense not to shit in our own rin i g water,
literally!

Boo Chanco: s email addressisbchanco@gmail.c m. Ro low him
on Twitter @boochanco .
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The value of the country's
metallic mineral production
rose by near~y' a third last year
on the back of higher nickel
prices and robust metal out-
put, supportlfd by government
policies. 't

Latest dat from ~eMines
and Geosc'ences Bureau
(MGB) show d metal produc-
tion increased by 31.73 percent
to 238.05 billier last y~ar from
P180.71 billion in 202l.

The MGB said the mining
industry Will boosted by the
long overdue passags of poli-
cies by the g vernment, such
as the lifting 0 the moratorium
on accepting!iapplicatlons for
mineral agr~ements under
D,epartment ~dministra ti ve
Order No. 20 021 and the lift-
ing of the ban ~open pit min-
ing for copper, old, silver, and
complex ores i the country
under DAO o. 2021-40.

These polic es have Ugiven
the much-nee ed boost to the
industry and has communi-
cated positive ignals to inter-
ested new pIa ers to invest in
the minerals s cror," it said.

The MGB said tHe up-
beat perforIllance was also
achieved despite the im act of
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cated in Za boanga Copper Iprices dropped by
and OGPI' Nueva V five percent to $4 per pound.
MGBsaid. The cou try's copper was

ThePriCe~fgold als inched shipped . I China; Japan~ and
up to $1,802. 8 per tro ounce South Ko ea.
from $1,800. 9 per tro lounce. The c llective values of

Copper as in th rd po- silver, o~ite, and iron ore
sition, acco nting fo 10.78 accounte for 1.61 percent at
percent. P3.84billi n. .

Productio volume ose 21 lithe p 01ectsthat made the
percent to 2~8,729 dm while big change were OceanaGold
value jumped 48 per ent to (Phils) Ind. (OGPI) for its cop-
P25.67billiQ:r\. . per, gold, and silver output,

Carmen Copper C rp. ac- TVI Resource Development
counted for 136,759d metric (Phils) Inc., Balabag Gold-
tons or 52.86 percent of the Silver Project for its gold and
total produ~·on. Whil OGPI silver, and, Taganito HPAL
and Philex ining Co . con- Nickel Corp. with its MNCS,
tributed 64, 7dry me ic tons scandium oxalate and chr-
and 57,423 dry metri tons, omite pIa t output. In addi-
respectively. [ tion, a ne entraq.t to nickel
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ated on Di-
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November,
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52 percent. .
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ling or ."
"The ecent liftingof China's

'zero C VID policy,' which
slowed own the Philippines'
el'port 0 nickel last yea r due to
:stringen lockdowns n China,
is a hig y welcome develop-
ment co sidering that China is
I~ae Phil' pines' most signifi-
cant ma et in terms v1' nickel
and cop er exports," it said.

Last ec. 9, China shifted
fr m a VID Zero F olicy to
a full-on conomic reo -ening.

"The push for a global
tnansitio to the electrifica-
tion of v hicles (EV) will feed
the dem nd for nickel, which
is requi ed for producing
Iithiurn-Ion bat eries," the
MGBsai .



M Ita1s o~t1futhits P2
BYJED CAM 49.39 perc*, t.

It was tHOWed by gold at
E countr 's metalli min- P90.95 bi " n oE 38.21 percent
I production value pse by and copp rr. P25,67 billion or

1.73 perc nt in 2 22 to 10.78 perc~nt. I
238.05 bil~i n from ~80.71 The c~1 bin~d mine value
. lior: in 2p~1, acc?r ing to of silver, ~hr0Frite and iron

Mines and. Geoscien es Bu- ore acco nfed IforP3.84 bil-
u (MGB). I· lion or 1.61 percfnt.
In a report, MGB said. .s was In ter~s of production, di-
ieved des~'te the linge . g ef- rect shippi g ore nickel was the

of the p I demicasw 11as the only com orient whose pro-
longed Rus ia and Ukr . e war .duction fell, ddwn by 11 per-
t sloweddown global ec nomic cent to 19.27 million drnt
'vitiesan~dlsrup~edsu plyand from 32.9j Im~on dmt. Oth-
and chatn~. er metallic mines improved:

Nickel ore Itogether ith its gold by 15 percent to 29,007 ki-
. kel by-products, mixe nick- lograms ( g) frbm 25,332 kg; Jron~
cobalt sulfide and sc ndium silver, 82 rrcemt to 56,227 kg J-
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from 30, 56 kg; copper, 21 pe,r-
cent to 2 8,729 dry metric to~s
(dmt) fro 214,684 dmt; chr _
mlte,380 ercent to 147,492 d ~
from 30 721 dmt; and ir n
ore, 11 p rcent to 75,771 drat
from 68,1 1 dmt.

Avera e price of nic

el ore rose A2.01 percent to
$11.86 per lb from $8.35 per lb,
while gold increased by 0.1 per-
cent to $1,802.28 per troy ounce
from $1,800.39 per troy ounce.

Copper prices dipped by 5
percent to $4 per lb from $4.21
per lb, while silver prices dtopped

ippines I be able to produ e es, 33 projects are expected to
and expo t more minerals tls cpmmence within the next six
year, give the likely improv d months, 14 of which are for
level of etal demand most e - metallic minerals.
pecially f om China. Of the 14 metallic mineral

The a ency said under t e projects, one \fill be in -Cagayan
latest lis of priority projec s Valley for iron magnetite sand;
which en ompassed three pha one in Central Luzon for nickel'
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by 14.52 percent t( $21.76 er
tro~ ounce from $2S.45 per oy
a ~be.

~

GB did not provide the av-
eq: e price of chrornite and i on
are or the period.

GB's report a, ,;0 not a
"p itive expectation" the il-

Iaterite; one in Bicol for g ld;
one in Eastern Visay ts for ni kel
lat~ite; two in Za~'bpanga n-
ins la for copper, gold and i n;
five in Davao region for, nic el,
cop er and gold; and three . re
in a~,agaalso for nickel, co er
and gold.
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Philippin Coast Guard personnel
sta ioned in ag-asa spotted vessels of
th People's Liberation Army (PLA) of
Ch na ancho ed in the island la$t Satur-
dar which al ng with the CCG-S203 and
at east 42 s spected Chine.se ~~ritime
mi itia have continued to Ignd~e rcc
wings, an official said. .

n a forum r.esterday, PCG spokesman
for the West hilippine Sea C0rR0dore
Ja Tarriela aid he does not ant to
sp culate ho long the Chines vessels
ha e been I tering in 'Pag-asa, but he
e hasized at such is the usual action
of hinese m itime militia in Philippine
w ers.

arriela s id the Chinese continu-
ou ly ignore adio challenges of the PCG
dir cted at t e PLA, China Coast Guard
(C G) and aritime militia vessels still,
loi ering in P g-asa and violating fhilip-
pi e territori Iintegrio/. .

e said C t,na's continued presence in
Philippine w ters is inconsistent with the
"right of inn cent passage" in violation
of sovereign aters.

"Our coas guard station in Pag-asa is
corltinuou~ly fhallengi~gove: radio say-
ing that WIth n 12 nautical miles of Pag-
asa Island is hilippine territorial sea and
we have save eignty here. But China still'
m~ntains pr ~ence and does not tespond
to alls of 0 r coast guard personnel,"
T iela said ostly in Filipino.

~

The imp!' ation of these Ch~et'e ve~-
sel in our t fritOrial sea in Paq-asa (IS
th ) they ar violating our sO~treignty
an this is in onsistent with the r}ght of
in~cent pa age. In short, they don't
res ect the t rritorial integrity 9f. this I
se "he add .

espite C in a' s continued ptE:jsenc~,
Tar iela said hat.they will kee~~? ~eIr I
co[f.mitrnent b patrol the West P ilippme
Se (WPS) an that vessels and p rsonnel
ha e been de loyed to ensure the safety.
of J~ipino fis errnen.· I

tte added at they will cont~' lue to is-
su'1radio ch nges against their hinese
c0';f1terpart e en if they are being' gnored
as he emphas ed that they will continue
reporting Chi a's aggressive actions and
bullying anti ~.

For his p ,PCG CornmandantAdmi-
ral trtemio bu told reporters that they
~l continue their presence in Pag-asa
Islend throu r the deployment of ves-
seilto protec and ensure the welfare of
Fil~ino fishe en against the CC~ .

. t la;~~hif~nflli~illliriff
where Chine e vessels are loitering as
he asked the Filipino fishermen not to
worry since t e "government is doing

II III 1 III

aritime
DATE

parently refe ~ to
overeign rnarit me
olving the U ii ed
apan, among oth-·
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I1lgh seas treaty
The Ph' ippines meanwhile welco e

~ histor c agreement on protecting ma
ri e biodi ersity in international w ers

~

nited Nations member countri s fi
n ized a ext to ensure the conserv tio '
a su~t nable use of marine biolo ical
do ersity f areas beyond national j ris-
d ion, a "breakthrough" after n rl

<p deca es of talks.
he de was struck last week a the
Head uarters in New York, were

gh ne otiations on the draft tr aty
h e bee underway for tlie past WO
weeks. .

The ag~eement reached by deleg tes
0jthe Intergovernmental Confer ce
o IMahnt Biodiversity of Areas Be-
y nd Na ional Jurisdiction, be ter
k own b its acronym BBN], is he
c Hninat~on of UN-facilitated t lks
that begi in 2004.

Alread being referred to as the" igh
Seas Trea /' the legal framework wo ild
place 30 !lercent of the world's oce ns
into protected areas, put more money' to
marine conservation, and covers ac ess
to and use of marine genetic resourc s.

"The p~liPPines welcomes the ad p-
tion of th 1st international treaty on
th~ conse ation and sustainable us of
marine biological diversity of areas e-
yond national jurisdiction, proving 0 ce
again the importance of multilaterali m
in#din,g'{:pmmon ground amid com et-
ing }htetes~s,1/ Poreign Affairs Secret
E ique Manalo said in a Twitter pos .

I} nego~. ations that lasted 10 ye s,
M nalo sai the Philippines consiste ly
un trline the principle of com n
he i age of humankind and importa ce
of ving ue regard to the rights a d
ju sdiction of adjacent coastal states a d
arc l~pelag~c states, which are heav ly
de endent on the sea.

eanwHile, the United States g' v-
er ~ent 4,sted a regional mariti e
sa ctions nforcement workshop in
Ma ila.

fganiz d from Feb. 28 to March 2 in
MahiIa by e US embassy's Export C _
trol and Bor~er Security Program and e
James Martin Center for Nonproliferati n
Studies of ~he Middlebury Institute f
International Studies, the workshop f r
customs, coast guard and legal offici Is
fro~ the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietna
and Taiwan would strengthen region I
cooperation, in enforcing internation 1
maI1,i~mesanctions.

The worlfshop trained participan s
on the impait of sanctions on key stak _
hol ers, reg onal examples of sanctio s
eva~i~n, cha lenges to the enforcement f
san9~ons, CU)dmodels fO,rimplementi g
relevant United Nations Security Coun .
resoi tions. ~elegates also participate
in t fetor e ercises where they applie
skill in inv stigating and preventin
santtions ev sion.

- With ichael Punongbayan, Pi
Lee- rago
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'igges: P reforest
verting it i~to car on credits
which it c fuse t? offset the
carbon fo ,pri~t ~f its other
business rots or trade on the
internatio ~mark~t.

Several . ion. trees will be
planted, bu e exaqt species has
yet to be d ~~~ed1 That will be
the respon ibility 0 . the experts
from the ryver~ity of the Phil-
ippines in os Ball?f' we're told.
Talk about 'win-wiI} deal for ev-

IMLLUCr

men leading
ala's charge

It's In tnadonal Women's
Day toda , a g~Obrl day' that
celebrates the sOci~l, economic,
cultural a d political achieve-
ments of 9meri everywhere, '

And at ~e Ayalf Group that
is turning 9 years ~ld this year,
there are Y re¥ons to cel-
ebrate, not I ast of which is the
sheer num 'rr of! itS women ex-
ecutives in ey posi~ons, many of
whom stan fl chanc~ of eventual-
ly taking 0 er the reins of the dif-
ferent m tfblllion corporatlons
that make the ~onplomerate.

At pro ertY gianfctAyala Land
Inc., there' ~na M Margarita
Dy, who's ipe~e of the man-
agement c fmi e1 and heads
the estates grou as well as cor-
porate m hing arid urban and
regional planning, ~so in the
mix is Carol Mill~, president and
CEO of A T INc. nd head of

1111

O
ne of e biggest refor-
estation rograms n the
country is about ~o be

. hatched ourtesy of local
conglomerat and its [a anese
partner, with the techn al as-
sistance of a key gove ment
agency, Biz B zz hears.

Accordin to our iource,
Dacon Corp. the const ction
management arm of lillion-
aire Isidro C nsunji- rs en-
tered into a eal with epan's
Marubeni Co p. to ref est a
sprawling tra t of land t twas
stripped bare of trees by large
logging firm ecades ag

Specifical, the lacon-
Marubeni p rtnership aims
to saturate 40,000- ectare
property on the north n tip
of Negros Isl nd with tees in
the hope of c ntributin Ito the
greening of ~ e environ lent,

The prop rty in q estion
used to be e logging onces-
sion area of a rm called Insular
Lumber Co.- e largest mber
firm in the co ntry in it day-
before the na ral resou ces of
the area were lly exhaul ted.

We're tol that the I nder-
taking will be funded f lly by
Marubeni Corp. which, along
with Dacon, will then "earn"
from the u ertaking con-

*iana Zobel
esident and a
generation of
taking more

group where
pportunity to

stoPH
ad Resorts,

. tt Bonvoy's
() extraordi-
returned to

the opening
estin Manila
, in partner-

dCorp.
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e thrilled to celebrate
1ite ope . g of The Westin Ma-
nila, mar . g the brand's re-entry
in the P ippines as well as an-
other mil stone in its expansion
inAsia-Pa ific,"said Jennifer Con-
nell, the lobal brand .eader of
'vVestinH tels and vice president
of distin ive premium brands for
Marriott I ternational.

The estin brand was last
carried y The Westin Phil-
ippine aza until December
:W05, aft r which the property
was reb anded by the Sofitel
chain in r-mary of 2006

The ew 32-store} Westin
Manila i situated in the Orti-
gas centr business district and
features 03 rooms inc uding 57
suites,

Guest rooms and suites
feature e patented Westin
'Heavenly Bed, Nespresso coffee
machines Bluetooth speakers,

. complim ntaryWi-Fi and 55-inch
flat Sarns . TVs that both corpo-
rate trave ers and "stayca loners"
are 100' for in a oty hotel.

"Loca ed in the vibrant heart
of Metr Manila, guests :will
have all t ey need for a produc-
tive and r laxing stay in the city,"
.said gen ral manager Alexan-
der Dietz ch. "We look forward
1:0 welco . g guests to a new
world of personal zed wellness
with our ignature Westin guest
experien es," -TINA .ARCEO-DUM-
I.J~OINQ


