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The Department of
Health (DOH) yester-
day distributed medi-

Minlto.D B officer-in-
charg Maria Rosario
Vergeire ViSi,ted the
provi ce and led the
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9 Mindoro towns affected by oil fpill. See Page 9.

cines and other health
commodities to resi-
dents of oil spill-affected
communities in Oriental

turnoi of health com-
mOditif to local govern-
ment u its (LGUs).

Turn to Page 2

of the' Philippines.
"I condem.~ the ruthless killiT\g

of Nepros Oriental Governo~ Roel
Degamo. Thill is truly a sad d
for all of us. I pray for justice to oe
served the soonest. To the bet~av~
fam,ill my sincere condolenc;e .W
are wi h you in this difficult t me,"
he sai .

r Healr1tbreaking
and !,~,nseless'

Meanwhile, Dumaguete $is
op Iulito Cortes condemnE:j4 tl{1
"heartbreaking and _senseles,~ aq
of murder" of Degamo and fiv

I'others/ and asked the police an
the military tel work to bring tos
accountable to Justice.

In a staterriqnr dated Mardh 4
Cortes said, "r'strongly condem
this heqrtbrealdhg and senseles~ ac
Ofmurder in Negros Oriental! If£o
can we ever attain lasting peace i
this culture of violence continues to
torment us? Wh,enwill this cyeie of

I killings ever stop? We pray, ~ en,
• that the perpetrators behind, his
bloodshed will be brought to justice
soon. II '

To the perperrators the Bis+oP
Isent this messag;e from Isaiah 1116~,

17: "To those whose hands are ull
of blood, heed the words of he
Prophet Isiah: "Wash yourselves
clean! Put aw,ay your misde~ds
from before Cod's eyes; cease doing
evil and learn to do good."

He also called
r
for justice f01;,the

v ctims of the ~,ttack. "I urge ,all
government agencies, national apd
local, eSl;'>ecially~hepolice and the

, military, to wOdf closely together
for the speedy :r:fsolution of these
cases, and thus, hi~lpus attain peace
and justice in our island." - W~th
Delon Porcalla, 1~rtemio Dumlao,
Evelyn Macaira.n

Oil From Page 1

"The DOH is ready to help i the
medical needs of the province of lri-
ental Mindoro that is affected by tjhe
oil spill," Vergeire said in Filip no.
"This incident calls for a whole of-
government approach, and with the
environment· being a major de ~r-
minant of the health of our peop e."

Last week, the MT Princess hz-
press tanker, carrying 800,000 Ii rs
of industrial oil, sank off the coasof
'Oriental Mindoro.

There were reports of locals expe-
riencing minor health reactions due
to the spill.

The DOH noted that oil s
poses potential risks not only to ~e
environment but also to the health 9,'f
people from affected communi tie 1

"Despite an oil spill not bein 'a
common occurrence, it may lead to
the destruction of sea life and t e

Health
officer-In-
charge Maria
Rosario
Vergelre in-
spects a part
Qf a beach
affected by
the oil spill
in Oriental
Mindoro.
Vergeire vis-
.,ted the area
during the
distribution
of health
com modl-
~ies i.nthe
province.

health of pe pIe exposed to it," the
DOH said in Filipino.

Thus, the OH advised residents
of affected co unities.to temporar-
ily evacuate eir homes if possible
until the situ tion has been resolved.

Accordin to ver~e'l e, the DOH
is w,orking c osely wit , other con- _
cerned natio gove ent agencies
and LGUs to mitigate 1jh.eeffects of
the oil spill 'n the communino; of
Oriental Min oro.

Aside fro medicinqs, the DOH
turned over t the LGUs face masks,
nebulizers,oxy enconcen~atorsasWell
as other medi suppIi culled from
differenthospi in Metr Manila.

.DOH toxic logy exp rts are also
on standby t support he primary
care provider onsite.

Thehealth 0 ficialaSS~d residents
of affected co. unities t they will
have clean wa er and pr tbctive gear
through close oordinati n with the
provincial gov mment and LGUs.

1
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CAMP VICE~ LlM, Laguna - Nine
f the 13 towns i10riental Mindoro
ave been affected y the oil spill from

t e sunken motor anker MT Princess
press.
Based on the monitoring report of the
ovincial Disaster ~sk Reduction and
anagement Office (PDRRMO), these
e Naujan, Pola, Pinamalayan, Gloria,

B sud, Bongabong, ~oxas, Mansalay and
B acacao.

In Pola, 11 of the 23 barangays were
ost affected. The to n had earlier been

p aced under a state of calamity due to
e oil spill.
Twobarangays in Naujan,nine in Pina-

m layan, seven in Gl ria, four in Bansud,
ei ht in Bongabong, ~ve in Roxas, eight
in Mansalay and seven in Bulalacaowere

ected by the oil spill.
The PDRRMO said 10,362 families or

48 885people were affected.
The Philippine Coast Guard had earlier

s d the oil spill reac ed Caluya town in
tique.

e coastlines ofSit!ioSabang in Baran-
Tinogbok, Liwag 0 Island in Baran-
Siboloand SitioT~bak in Barangay
irara were affected.

NAMRIA shi~ searches
for sunke vessel

e Department of Environment and
Na ural Resources (D~NR) said the BRP
Hy rographer Ventura of the National
M pping and Resource Information Antique that an 11>epotentially affected
Au ority arrived in Oriental Mindoro by the oil slic .
on Saturday night to help locate the The DENR Environmental Manage-
su en vessel. ment Bureau Mimaropa office contin-

e DENR said it is onducting disas- ues its clean p operations using 10-
ter orensics with the University of the callyavailabl oil absorbent materials .

. Phi rppines-Marine S ience Institute to The agency is so coordinating with
pro ect mangroves, seagrass and over Semirara Mi ing and Power Co p. to
36, 00 hectares of c ral reefs in Bu- help and assis in the cleanup oper, tions
lala ao, Oriental Min o_r_o_an~u_y_a_,~in~C,~aluya,An qu ~_

OROSO

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

9

DATE



"3
DATE

Philippine Coast
Guard personnel

heck the coastline
Borac~y following
an oil spill from a

nken "otor tanker
in Naulan, Oriental

Iindoro. The Mar·ne
Environmental

,r.rotectlon Force of
the PCG district in

estern Visayas said
! waters in Boracay
Iremain~d 'negative

of oily waste' as
f Satutday. Photo

,urtesy of the PCG.



By Krixi Subingsubing
and Jan¥ Ba~tista
@Team __E-_q"--u_lr_e_r _

I I

The Dep~rtment of Environ-
ment antt Natural Resources
(DENR), long with the Univer-
sity of . e Philippines Marine
Science I stitute (UPMSI), have
begun di aster forensics of the
oil spill rom the tanker MT
Princess mpress that sunk off
Naujan, indoro, on Feb. 28.

Marin, scientists continued
to monit r the oil spill, which
produced! a slick initially esti-
mated to e 25 kilometers long
and 300 0 500 meters wide,
but there Iwere no reports of
oil spills ~~und in t.he coasts of
Marjnduq] e, east of Mindoro,
and Romb on, in the southeast,
as of Sundi y.

Howev r, there was also no
word from the Philippine Coast
Guard whet;er the sunken tank-
er had alr ady been found to
determine hether it was still
spewing ~t800,000 liters of oil
it was carf)ring when it sunk on
the mornin~ of Feb. 28.
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Oil spill c uld reach

~~d~=:~eL e~:~,:,~:~~:..
sank off Mindoro, a th rities have begun assess
ing its potential a a on fishing towns alon
the coasts of the b as trait where a 2S -kilome
ter-long oil slick a m ving with wind and cur
J;ent. The sunken ta ke remains miss ing whil
there have been n s gb ficant updates yet on th
areas affected by th s ill. -STORY BY ~:~!IXIA
SUBINGSUBING AND J N
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ON GRT PhilipPin~.~~ st Guard personnel are;n guard i
the r Isort island of Bora' ay for any sign of the oil spill which
hass read from Naujan, riental Mindoro, to Caluya,Antiq e.

o FROM PCGFACEBOO PAGE

Imate rhat over 20,000 he tares
of co tal reefs, 9,900 of man-
grove . and 8,000 hectares of
seagr ss may be affected.

o Ithis, at least 11,000Ihect-
ares fe found in the Cu¥o Is-
lands, less than 60 nautical
miles rom the Caluya Islands.

LProtected reefs
Cr ~cal are the protecte reefs~c:Is~~O~~hi~h ~~vs~~~:~

bedsI the coastal barangays of
Pola, ansalayand Bulalaca .

The Caluya islands, w c~
has a high possibility of be ng
affected based on the oil s il~
trajectory model, also has sig if-I

) icant areas of coral reefs (2, 001
hectares), mangroves (350 h t-
ares) and seagrass meado s
(850 hectares), they said.

Environment Undersece-
tary Jonas Leones and the DE R
Task Force MT Princess Empr s,
led by Undersecretary Malu E i,
arrived in Calapan, Oriental M n-
doro, on Sunday to confer w th
local officials on a plan of actio .
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The undersecretaries
DENR was com: ~nating
partment of SOCIalWel
Development, Departme t of the
Interior and Local Gov rnment
and Department of La or and

mployment to finalize rrange-
Lentsaid to local!comm nities.

Serious impact on tis . g
Oceana, an ocean onser-

ation group, aquatic p llution
. ould have a serious im act on

shing which would aff t food
rices.

Aquatic pollution is
, ble under several laws, nclud-
ng the Fisheries Code (
ic Act No. 8550 as ame

10654), Clean Water
275), and the O:ilPolluti
A 9483) and Oceania u

al governments to file
gainst the vessel owner

Philippine laws .
nes ranging from P600, 00 to
1million, and P30;000 p r day;

i prisonment of six ye sand
ne day to 12 years. The dmin-

i trative fine is only half of the
iminal fines.na,
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The Depart ent of Health on
Sunday, March 5, urged residents
affected by the oil spill in Naujan,
Oriental Minda and other areas to
temporarilyeva uate.

Department f Health officer-in-
charge Undersec etary Maria Rosario
Vergeire made t e statement follow-
ing the oil spill caused by the cap-
sized motor ta ker (MT) Princess
Empress in the rovince of Oriental
Mindoro. The 0 I slick is spreading
to more areas.

"Pinapaalala anan ng Kagawaran .
ng Kalusugan a g mgamamama-
van ng. kung an lugar ng oil spill
ay malapit sa i yong tirahan, mas
mainam kung t yo ay humanap ng

. pansamantalan matitirahan ha-
bang ito ay hindi pa nakakalap (The
Department of ealth is remind-
ing citizens th t if the oil spill is
near your resi .ence, it would be .
better if you se~k temporary shel-
ter while it is n t yet contained),"
said Vergeire i a statement.

If the affecte residents are not
able to evacuate, they should ob-
serve the neceS~lsary precautions,
said the Health official. .

"Huwag lu angoy sa mga
lugar na ape tado ng l an g is ,
Iwasang madi it sa sediment,
buhangin, lupa; 0 mga bagay na
kontaminado.n langis (Do not
swim in affected areas. Avoid con-
tact with sedim nt, sand, soil, or
other oil-conta inated objects),"
she said.

"Huwag gu~mit ng tubig na
kontaminado n langis para sa
pagkonsumo ng mga tao 0 hayop.
At huwag kumai ng isda, molus-
ko, at iba pang .agkaing-dagat na
nahuli sa Ingar ala pit sa oil spill
(People and ani als should avoid
consumption of il-contaminated
water. Do not eat ish, seashells, and
other seafood cau ht in the area near
the oil spill)," sh added. .

The DOH also r minded respond-
ers' volunteers, a d cleanup work-
ers that they sho ld wear personal
protective equip ent (PPE) such as
protective suits, s fety glasses, and
gloves during their operations. They
should also clean the PPE after use.

Vergeire and 0 her DOH officials

visited oil pi~l affected areas in
Oriental Mi dorio on Sunday to pro-
vide assista ce.

Medicin ~, f ce masks, nebuli.z-.
ers, oxygen on entrators, and eith-
er supplies er turned over to the
provincial bve nment of Oriental
Mindoro, t JJ) H said.

Vergeire ss red that the Health
department Is osely coordinating
with other con erned agencies to
mitigate th je~f cts of the oil spill.

"Thisin ide t calls for a whole-
of-governm nt pproach, and with
the eriviron en being a major Ide-
terminant 0 th health of our peo-
ple," said rg ire. "Over the last
few days, h ve been extending
support to e sude that the immedi-
ate needs of he ffected communi-
ties are' pro rlY 'I she added .

88 lance
ILOILO C rrl' - The Department

ofSocial W far and Development
(DSWD) and~' he Antique provincial
government re sending relief as-
sistance to IT . idfs of three Island-
barangays in al ya town in Antique
affected by t e 0 I slick

"DSWD p a ays suppor;t them
to ensure i me iate relief and H!-

covery of t as affected;" said
DSWD-6 (W t~ Visayas) Director
Carmelo Noc ele in a statement.

"What w q n do now is dis-
tributed 1,Q f od packs," added
Antique Gov. R odora Cadiao in a .
separate stat me t.

DSWD-6 as d spatched P541,000
worth of fa ily food packs com-
posed of 1,0 0 b xes for affected
families.

More or ess 1,000 persons in
Barangays S mi ara, Sibolo, and
Tambak are ffe ted after oil slick
from the s ~ n M/T Empress
reached the c as al areas of Caluya
on Friday, rc 3,

The DSW - 6 nd the provincial
government f A tique have to co-
ordinate wit tt*- IPhilippine Coast
Guard (PCG) n~ he local govern-
ment of Caluy i~ jstribution as the
three are isol ted IIS1andbarangays
and far from el ainland.

Caluya Ma or igil Kent Lim has
issued an exe utive order suspend-
ing all fishing acti ities in the area SJ
where the oil i k as found.
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BUNKERfuel from sunken tanker has reached the shores of a coastal barangay in Cal ya town, Antique prnvlnce. (Philippine coast Guar
Western Visayas) I , 1
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By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA "# @jonlmay <ra
& LENIE LECTURA "# @llectura

TI-! government is ste ing
....: : u, efforts to reduce .t e uisk of,
. ,.' di aster brought abo t J Y an oil
spill fr~ja sunken vessel in Q iental
Mindoro o~ February28.

With the sinkIng of MT Prin-
cess Empress wh~ch was carrying
800,000 liters of oil, scientists said
around 20,000 h~ctares of coral
reefs, 9,900 hecta es of mangroves,
and 6,000 hectare of seagrass may
be affected by the oil slick. .

"Using the m deled oil spill
trajectories [Bulleting #02] and
looking at higher resolution data,
we approximate that 20,000 ha of
coral reef, 9,900 ha of mangroves,
and 6,000 ha of s~agrass may' be
affected by the Oj~SliCkin the fol-
lowing municipali ies. Morethan
half of potentiall affeated reefs
[11,000 ha] are fa nd in the Cuyo
group of islands," the UP Mar insIScienc~ Institute (VP-MSI) said in

a statement .
. Amongthec a~t~sitesthatmay

be at risk are eve a~ marine pro-
tected areas ( PA ~ncluding but
not limited to t e r~~f in Bulalacao,
Oriental Mind ro1; volving some
1,100 ha of cor Ire fs.

Also, the UP Sl aid significant
seag:t:assbeds a pr sent: in several
areas, includin the coastal baran-
gays of Pola; ns lay, Bulalacao
in Oriental Mi ~or.

Caluya IsIan in orthwestern
Antique, which has rhigh possi-
bility of being f' : d based on
the oil spill 'trclj F; model, also
has significant rea of coral reefs
(2,90Q ha), ma groves (350 ha),
and seagrass m <l-dows(850 ha),
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DEN meetsl Us \ in the evening.
TAKING the le d in the effort to It will use a multibeam surv
cont in the oil spill to minimize to locate the sunken vessel.
damage to th costal environ- In collaboration with the U
men], Secreta: y Maria Antonia MSI, the DENR is set to perfor
Yulo Loyz.aga et with Naujan "disaster forensics" to assess i -
May rHenry J el Teves and rep- mediate actions needed to prote t
resentatives fr m the Provincial mangroves, seagrass, and by t
Governor's Offi e, Department of DENR's own estimate, over 36,00
Agri ulture- Bu eau of Fisheries hectares of coral reefs in Bulalaca ,
and Aquatic R sources, and the Oriental Mindoro and Caluya, A -
Philippine Coas Guard on March tique that can be potentially a
3 to assess the xtent and poten- . fected by the oil slick.
tial impacts of he oil spill from The DENR chief is also in talk
the sunken MT rincess Empress. with the Secretaries of the Depart

Loyzaga, upo arrivalinManila, ment of Social Welfare and Devel
immediatelyrep rted to President opment (DSWD), Department 0 '

Ferdinand Marc s Jr. on the situa- Interior and Local Go.vernmen
tion, and the pl n of action of the (DILG) and Department of Labo
DENR Task For e in cooperation and Employment (DOLE) to final
with the Philip ine Coast Guard ize arrangements on the augmenta
and NDRRMC, t which the Presi- tion for the cash-for-work schem
dent instructed 11 pertinent gov- for the clean-up teams in the loca
ernment agencie to mobilize per- communities.
sonne to, amon others, assist the DENR Task Force Commande
affected commu ities. Undersecretary Marilou Erni con-

I d di .According to t e DENR, BRPHy- . vene an emergency coor inaticn
drographer Vent ra ofthe National meeting and briefing with the Na-
Mappipg and Res urce Information tional Disaster Risk Reduction and
Authority (NAM IA), an attached Management Council (NDRRMC),
agency of DENR departed from Department of Health (DOH).
Subic at approxi ately 7:30 am on Each agency provided updates
March.! and is e pecte._~d~t~o~ar~r~i~v:::e~-l--l__ ---1~--=c:.::o..:.:N.:..T=IN:...::u--=B=-D--"O..:.N;..:cA4.='

whose members also include 0 er
oil companies in the country, Pe ron
facilitated the deployment of oil pill
equipmentneededtoGontainthep od-
uct. The WISEvessel reached the i ci-
dent site last March 1,and is WOI ing
with the Philippine Coast Guard (P G).

Petron clarified that MT Prin ss
Empress was not carrying prod ts
from the Petron Bataan Refin ry
nor does it own the fuel oil cargo he
tanker was carrying when it capsi ed
in Oriental Mindoro early mornin of
February 28.

"With major investments for t e
enhancement of our Refinery, Petrrn
has stopped producing fuel oil si \~e

Oriental Mindo o.
TheDENRisa socoordinatingwith

Semirara Minin and Power Corpora-
tion to help and ssist in the cleanup
operations in Ca uya, Antique.

The DENR Bi diversity Manage-
ment Bureau, wi I conduct a concur-
rentsiteassessm tofthe53-hatnan-
grove area in Pol ,Oriental Mindoro
that may be pot ntially affected by
the oil slick.

Petron joins in
PETR<{N Corpo tion has started
helping out in the oil spill incident.

Through Wate orne Industry Oil
Spill Equipment ( ISE) Philippines,
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on its operations on site and the
joint efforts on shoreline cleanup
operations, site assessments, SUl-

veillance tel determine the exact
location of 'he sunken tanker, an d
protection of marine ecosystems
among others.

Meanwhile, the DENR E wiror-
mental Man ,sement Bureau IMA
ROPAcontin es its cleanup operations
using locall fl.vailableoil-absorbent
materials. T~leDENR-EMBis curren·
ly installing provisional spill booms
made of COgCIIland sawali.

These ba riers are precaut ons to
prevent the oil spill from r' 3. hing
the beach and mangrove areas )f Pola,

20i6. Nonetheless, the company is
one with theindustryin extending as-
sistance in the oil spill incident, heed-
ing the call of j)OE Secretary Raphael
Lotilla," Petrbn said in a statement.

The Petron Bataan Refinery and Pe .
tron Mabini Terrninalhave also helped
the oil spill response team headed by
the PCG and DENRby making avail-
able the oil firm's oil spill teams and
equipment to further aid in contain-
ment and clearing operations.

Petron's refinery and operations
personnel are adequately trained in
operational safety, disaster prepared-
ness, and emergency response includ-
inghandlingoilspills, t eoilfirmsaid.

\
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Residents affected b
told to temporaril

• f I

As of ye1s rday, the Department.of Jocial
Welfare .development said 52 barangays
from Re 'on IV-B (Mimaropa) and VI (\Vest-

CITING threats ~opublic health, the Depart- ern Visa as) ~ave been affected by the oil spill,
ment of Health (DOH) yesterday advised resi- majority of ~m from the mUlfUCiPalitljSof
dents affected by the oil spill in the coastal areas Naujan, ola, inamalayan, Bongabong, G oria,
of Oriental Mindoro and nearby provinces to and Ban ud i Oriental Mindoro. .
temporarily evacuate. Industrial el oil has leaked b'Dm the argo

In a statement, Health Undersecretary Maria hold of the IT Princess E npress, hich
Rosario Vergeire said: "If your residence is near sank of the coast of Naujan last Feb~uary
the area of the oil spill, it would be better if you 28, thre ten~ng marine ecos s':em an1 the
find an alternative place to stay while it has not 1•.••.•.•.

~ye_t_b_e_e_n_r_e_so_l_v_ed_.J.."...I-_~..•.....• ~ +t-~f-.L __ See__ RE_S_ID_I!NTS> Page B3

- He Saidjthey have yet to deter-
mine how many workers .I-aye been
affected~the oil spill.

"We ha e yet to conduct profil-
~1.5thro our DOLE Regional
~)ffice in coordinat on with the
D ENR," said Laguesma.

The D$WD has dis ributed
P175,700 Eorth of assist ce to
8,633 farn.t.Liesor 37,706 persons
Jffected b* the oil spill.

Family food packs have also
been distributed to almost 1,000
affected ~amilies in Ba rangays
Misong, T1gumpay, and Zone 2 in
the Municipality of Pola in Orien-
t il Mindoro last Saturday.

The DSWn, through its Mirna-
ropa Field Office, has 2 repo-
srtioned Plyg.9 milli on worth of
standby ahd stock rile funds -
cDmposedjof 42,400 far uly food
packs P7.2tmilliOn standby funds
'- that can e tapped.

DSWD ecretary Rex Gatchal-
ian and Oriental Mindoro GoY.
Bonz Dol r have visited affected
families in Pola and inspected the
coastline of the affected ~reas.

Gatchalib said the DS' will
provide ar1undl0,000 family food
packs ever four days to affected
families. .

He said a cash-for-we rk pro-
g ram, such as a clean-u drive,
~culd alsq be implemented by
next week to help the affected
residents, mostly fisher .ien and
vendors, e~rn tempo aryliving, -
W7,'th joce'ln Montemajlor and

fM Macaprgal

livelihood of local folks. T e ship,
carrying 800,000 liters.of in ustrial
fuel oil, was on its way t Iloilo
from Bataan when its e gines
overheated and later drif ed to-
wards Balingawan Point in aujan
before sinking.

As of last Saturday, the
pine Coast Guard said the il spill
has reached Caluya,Antique which
is about 70 nautical mile from
Naujan.

The PCG said it has rec vered
about eight drums of "oily aste"
at the shoreline of Barangay inog-
boc in Caluya but the co ection
was later terminated "to ens e the
health of the response te

In a phone interview ester-
day, PCG spokesman Rear Adm.
Armand Balilo said: "Ther is no

. significant update, other th n our
continuing scooping effo ts ... It
(oil spill) has reached Caluy ."

The Department of E iron-
ment and Natural.Resou ces is
conducting disaster forensi test-
ing" along with the University of
the Philippines-Marine S ience
Institute, intended to protec' man-
groves, seagrass and over 6,000
hectares of coral reefs in Bul acao,
Oriental Mindoro and C luya,
Antique that can De pote tially
affected by oil slick.

The DENR added its a ached
agency, the National Mappi g and
Resource Information Auth, rity,is
using a rnultibeam survey to ocate

BY GIERARD NAVAL
and ~CTOR REYES

the sunken MT Princ~ss Empress,
wh-ich is owned by RDC Reie1d
Marine Services Inc.

Balilo said they have to identify
the exact location of the sunken
vessel. He said authorities tried to
deploy a remotely operated v-ehicle
(ROV) to determine the area but
were prevented from doing so by
rough seas.

The DENR's Environmental
Management Bureau in Mimaropa
is continuing its cleanup operations
using locally availableoil-absorbent
materials land provisional spill
booms made of cogon and sawali
to prevent the oil spill from reach-
ing the beach and mangrove areas
of Pola, Oriental Mindoro.

The agency added it is also coor-
dinating with Semirara Mining and
Power Corp. to help and assist in
the cleanup operations in Caluya,
Antique .

Oceana, the international en-
vironment group, called on the
government to immediately imple-
ment mechanisms and actions to
stop further damage on the marine .
environment, fisheries resources
and livelihoods in affected areas.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Vergeire said that in case evacu-
ation is not an option, residents
should observe safety precautions
- not swimming in affected areas
and avoidin~ contact with sedi-
ments, sand, soil, or other things
contaminated by oil.

oil spill
vacuate

Vergeire sai ~ Ilpublic must
also avoid con umi,n~ water con-
taminated by il and avoid eating
fish, seashells, nd qther resources
caught in areas near the oil spill.

The DOH s d~PIoyed imme-
diate medical a sist ee and com-
moditi~s to affi cte communities,
supplying affe ted families with
adequate erne gen y inhalation,
first aid kits, p~tective equip-
ment and haz at s .ts.

Stocks of m dici es, face masks,
nebulizers, ox en oncentrators,
and other sup lies~ave also been
turned over to loc governments
affected by the oil s ill.

"The DOH is w rking closely
together with oth r concerned
national gover meqt agencies and
local governme t uriits to mitigate
the effects of *il spill to the.
affected comm iti s," Vergeire.

EME G NCY
EMPL NT

The Depar en~f Labor and
Employment 0 E) said it is
looking to pr vid emergency
employment as ist ceoto workers
adversely affec d b the oil spill.

''We are in .scussion with the
DENR'Secreta y (¥aria Antonia
Yulo) Loyzaga 0 determine how
the DOLE c n help affected
workers," said abot Secretary Bi-
envenido Lague ma. ~re are look-
ing at an emer enn mployment
program for 0 r ihi' assistance
and interventio ."

- __1_
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L yzaga: I Important th n
here T Princess

ORIE AL Mindoro - D artment of Environment
and atural Resources (D I R) Secretary Ma. Anto-
nia Y lo-Loyzaga visited th incident Command Post
in Ba ngay Estrella, Nauj on March 3 and checked
on th oil spill incident ca ed by the sinking of the
MT incess Empress oil anker in the municipal
wate of the town of Nau recently.

e are here now to see w we can help in relation
to the cident. Right now t e important thing is to find
wher the vessel actually s to see where it (oil spill)
could spread and affect th marine habitat and five-
lihoo I of the fishermen i Oriental Mindoro," she
adde .

Lo' zaga added that th
Reso ce Information Autho
a ves I capable of locating

M anwhile, Provincial~~-4~~~~~--·~~1

National Mapping and
ty (NAMRIA)will deploy
e sunken oil tanker.
ministrator MD Hubbert

Christopher
merlito "Bo
DENR office
the province
coastal areas

Dolor als
Calamity Or

•
lS
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cle Up, at rehabilitation ng
mg raapektuhangarea'''Lee
sai . a statement,

cording I to the Depart-
me tofEnvironmentandNat-
ur Resources, the oil spill,
w alreadyspansseveralki-
lometers, could affect 21 ma-
rine protected areas. The agen-
cy's Biodiversity Management
Bureau mapped out potential
risEareas, which include sea-
gr speds,mangroves,anddis-
pe i(;mpath'iaysforspawned
fis larvae.

lheDENRalsoreportedthat
they have created a task force to
reswond to the oil spill.

Concern hav~ also been
raised that e 0 spill could
threaten the imp ant and al-
ready fragil ,ver Island Pas-
sage, which ciel)ti ts consider
as the centef of tr,arine biodi-
versity in ~f wo 19·

Meanwhl;le, th~PhiliPPine
Coast Guard, wlpi h leads .re-
sponseoperations the affect-
ed area, sai it will install spill
booms to rotett important

are~e PCG s~. ly formed a
task force 0i> d cted water
sampling in the t 15 of Nau-
jan, Pola, d Pinamalayan.

Lee said that esides its ad-
verse impa t on t e environ-

~-"'-'-'''--~-I-'--
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CAlAPAHCITY,Lolal Minda.: Mayor the m,n'lf""" to no <Wail. Panaligan "'ld is office is ex-
Jennifer "Ina Alegre" CfU2Jof Pola, "Paano 'f po ang ating mangingis- tending assis DC to the legal bat-
Oriental Mind ro, on Satul flaysaid da, our marine protected areas at tle of the Pol l~ ~government. .
they will sue ~e operator. f an oil ang ating ~agong IU"flalago naming He added a~~Ssible violation
tanker over the sinking of e vessel, na tourism H (With the oil spill, of the Oil Pol u~o Compensation
causing an oil spill off the wn. what will ¥ppen to our fishermen, Act and othe rela ed environmen-

The incident happene at the our protected areas, our recovering tal laws waul be led against the
height of the northeast onsoon tourism here)?" the mayor also shipping co pany.
or "amihan" last week. said in her post. Cruz deda ed a state of calam-

In a post on her socia media In an interview with The Manila ity in her to n after a temporary
page, Cruz said she had w fted for Times on ~unday, Cruz said she freeze order n cleaning up of the
a response fr0T the owne' or any is coordinating with the office of oil spill upo i~uance of a direc-
staff of MT Princess.Empre ,but it First District Rep. Arnan Panaligan tive from the ep~ent of Health
has been five days since eb. 28, on their plan to file it case against and the provi dal and municipal
2023 that the municipal a minis- RDC Reielel Marine Services Inc., health offices an atingtheuseof
trator tried to communi te with operator of the oil tanker. personal prot ctiv equipment in
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ill
of the incident

Mean hile, volunteers from in-
depend nt power producers DMCI
and Po er One Inc. assisted in

, the cleanup in the coastal villages
of Misorg, Tagumpay Bayanan
.2, cali~ and But ay na Tubig in
Pola to . .

Edgar Thomas John Ceronimo,
DMCI cemmuruty development
specialist, said the cleanup could
take a ~onth because the villag-
es are ~~rd to reach, apart from
alleged failure of go 'ernment
agencies to preven the spread of
the slick. IRE JOE v.e. L. URENTE



S RATEGIC

C MMUNICATION
A D

- .....•.••••-'""'! I ITIATIVES

S RVICE

TITLE:

0' D D D D
UPPER PAGEl BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

D STORY STORY

lOWER

.03- 23
DATE

MA81LIS SA 8At/TA __

Moy-ori ng lu b ~I
no borko singilin s oi spilt

D a pat u man 0 n g sabi ni e.
managot ang mga may- Ayo sa q partment
ari ng lumubog na tank- of Envir nmen and Nat-
er na pinanggagalingan ural Re urce (DENR)
ng oil spill sa Oriental inaasa ng akakaa-
Mindoro. pekto g oil s ill sa 21

Ayon kay AGRIPar- marine rote~t d areas.
ty-list Rep. Wilbert Lee Kasa a u ana sa
hindi biro ang dulot ng maaari m~a ektuhan
paglubog ng Mf Princess ang Ve e Isl nd Pas-
Empress na nakaapek- sage na ikino onsidera
to hindi lamang sa ka- ng mga siyen ipiko na
likasan kundi maging sa •sentro mari e biodi-
kabuhayan ng mga rna- versity s mun o.
ngingisda. "Ma ang nib ang

"Kailangang mapa- kabuhay ng aming
nagot ang mga may-art mangin da sa Mindoro
ng MT Princess Em- at sa iba ang I awigan
press. Mahahalagang na naka alibot sa kon-
protected area ang nasa taminad g da at," sabi
panganib dahil sa- oil ni Lee. ' a panahon na
spill, kaya't kailangangpahirap nang pahirap
maghabol ang pama- ang b y, gu om ang
halaan para sa con- aabutin g p ilya ng
tainment, cleanup, at mga ita ung indi sila
rehabilitation ng mga makak~ agtr baho."
maaapektuhang area," (Billy B gas)
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arcos issued the orde
afte Department of Envi
ro ent and Natural R
sou ces (DENR) Secretar
An onia Loyzaga brief~hi on the situation an
the Ian of action of th
HE R Task Force in coo
era .on with the Philippin
Co st Guard and Nation
Dis ster Risk Reduction
Co cil (NDRRMC) upon
arri al from her inspectio
in e area.

I oyzaga met with Nau
jan ayor Henry JoelTeve

and representatives from
the Provincial Governor's
Office, Department of Ag-
riculture-Bureau of Fisher-
ies and Aquatic Resources,
and the Philippine Coast
Guard last Friday to assess
the extent and potential
.impacts of the oil spill from
the sunken MT Princess
Empress.

The BRP Hydrographer
Ventura of the National
Mapping and Resource In-
formation Authority
(NAMRIA), an attached
agency of DENR, on the
other hand, departed from
Subic at approximately
7:30 am last Saturday and
is expected to arrive in the
everung. It will use a multi-
beam survey to locate the
sunken vesseL

The DENR is perform-
ing disaster forensics in col-
laboration with the Univer-
sity of the Philippines-Ma-
rine Science Institute (UP-

~.-~-~~=:J
IIrrru I'I\GF. 1f·--· ..·_] STORY
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=11\ NNr:R

TORY

o
rl\G\ DIITE

tional Disaster Ri k Reduc-
tion and Ma gement
Council (NO C), De-
partment of Heal (DOH).
Each al~l!ncypro ided up-
dates on its indi idual op-
erations on site an the join
efforts on shore e cIean-
p operations, si e assess-

ments", surveill e to de-
terminI! the exac location
.of the sunken ta er, and
.protection of m rine eco-
system 3 among thers.

The DENREn ironmen-
tal Managemen Bureau
MIMARDPA, on the other
hand, !:ontinues its clean-
up op~'fati6ns . g local
ly available ail- bsorben
materials. EMB i current
ly installing pr visiona
spill b<i,omsmad of cogor
and sawali. The barrie
are p~ecaution ry mea-
sures h prevent e oil spil
fromr~achingthe eachar
mangrDve area of Pola,
Oriental Mindor

CJ
HmnRIAI.

-c 23
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Pinas magpapasaldo 0s
Japan vsMindoro oil pil

TINITINGNAN ng gobyerno ng Pilipinas humi gi
ng tulong sa Japan para mapigil ang mabi s na p _
kalat ng langis sa karagatang bahagi Nalli n,
Oriental Mindoro kasunod na rin ng pa lubog {I
isang oil tanker na may kargang 800,000 lit ng i dIS-
trial oil sa Balingawan Point kamakailan.

Sinabi ni Transportation Secretary Jaime utista, a.
kikipagtulungan at ugnayan na ang Philippine st Gu"n:1
sa ilang ahensya ng pamahalaan par-amapigil a 9 pagk lat
ng langis na umabot na sa ibang lugar ng nasa ing la a ~.
gan.

Sa pahayag ng Philippine Coast Guard, ki
lawak ng naapektuhan ng oil spill sa isinagawan
veillance sa karagatang sakopng Naujan nitong
Marso 1.

Bukod sa airbus helicopter ipinadala nn lugar a
BRP MelchoraAquino upang tumulong sa surve ance 0
ration. Ang Verde Island ay matatagpuan sa itan g
Batangas province at Puerto Galera sa Oriental indorp.

Matatandaang patungo na sana sa Iloilo a MT Pri _
cess Empress na gafing sa Bataan, sakay ang 2 tripula
nang maganap ang insidente. .

Bigla umanong nag-overtleat ang makina n barko df-
kong 2:00 Ag madaling arawng nasabing petsa

Napadpad ang barko sa Balingawan Point ku saan i 0
lumubog dulot na rin ng malalaking aon,

·Kaugnay nito, bumuo.nang crisis inanagem t comm -.
tee ang peG upang magsagawa ng imbestigasy n at ma9-
rekornenda ng aksyon hinggil sa insidente.

Samantala, sinabi ni Bautista na isinasaga a na arjg
imbestigasyon sa lumubog na oil tanker. K S JOSE
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Gov't sets cash-for-
to stop oil spill furt
By Rio N. Araja
THE Department of Environment ana

atural Resources is performing disaster
forensics in the areas threatened by the
oil spill from the sunken MT Princess
Empress as it finalizes arrangements
for a cash-for-work scheme for cleanup

Gov't. ..
FromAl

Buialacao, Oriental Mindoro and Caluya,
~UltJ·lQ.~that can he potentially affected

by the oil slick.
The ship BRP Hydrographer Ventura

of the National Mapping and Resource
InfonnationAuthority, an attached agency
ofDENR, has also been dispatched to use
a multibeam survey to locate the sunken
vessel carrying 80 ,000 liters of industrial
fuel.

The local DENR Environmental
Management Bureau is contmumg its
cleanup operations using locally available
oil-absorbent materials andis installing
provisional spill booms made of cogon and
sawali as precautionary measures to prevent
the oil spill from reaching the beach and
mangrove areas of Pola, Oriental Mindoro.

The Environment department is likewise
coordinating with SemiraraMining and
Power Corporation to help and assist in the
cleanup operations in Caluya, Antique.

Loyzaga said she is also in talks with
her counterparts in tQ.eDepartrnentof Social
Welfare and Development, Department
of Interior and Local Government and
Department of Labor and Employment for
the cash-for-work setup.

Meanwhile, AqRI Party-list Rep.
Wilbert Lee dem~ed that the owners

D/
~
~

D D
EDITORIA CARTOON

rk pia]
spread

Ide 1communities.
Enviro en chief Antonia Lcyzaga

said the U ive ity of the Philippines-
Marine Science Institute (UP- I1SI)
is helping assqss immediate actions
to protect mangroves, seagras , and
over 36,000 hectares of coral reefs in

NeJrtpage

of the tankers b held accountable for
damaging the country's vital resources.

"The owners of MT Princess Empress
must answer r ~ Very crucialprotected
areas are no Wi.J r threat because l;f the
oil spill, so the ovemment should do
everythingltold them accountable for the
containment, lean p, and rehabilitation of
the affected ," said.

The oil s ill, which already s pans
several kilometers, is feared to affec 21
marine protec ed areas.

Concerns ave also been raised that
the oil spill c uld eaten the important
and already fr gile Verde Island Passage,
which scientis co sider as the center of
marine biodiv rsi in the world.

The lawm er lso appealed to the
government to pro .de aid and temporary
employment t fisherfolk who would be
forced to cease worJcby the oil spill.

Albay Re . Joey Salceda, for his
part, expressed confidence that hisfellow
lawmakers will support a supplem nal
budget for *' ediate action and reco ery
efforts for the s ep tanker.

"We are p epated to propose and
enact a supplemental budget if itcomes to
that. If the President requests it, we will
grant it. This i an vent that could have
devastating cOI1seq ences to fish supply
and tourism, arid it will definitely afi1~~t
hundreds of th us ds of families if it
gets out of han "h sai .
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I d n emergency illilala-
t on, first aid, at rotec-
t ve quipments. Nag-

adala rin ang ahensya
9 hazmat suits para sa
9a auhan n9 pamaha-

I an na nagsasagawa
9 e ergency res~l(inse.

. N gtungo si V~hJeire
a 0liental Mindl)rO at
inal,gunahan nito ka-
apon ang inspel<i,yon
a mga haalthcare at
vaauation centers sa

I law~ganat nagbiQlayng
garang medical assis-

t nc at surlay sa mga
pek adong komunidad.

i P nayuhan niya ang
ga mamamay~.n na

ung ang lugar nila ay
as~senator ng iI spill
t m iapit sa kanilanq

lirah n ay mas mainarn
a aghanap rnuna ng
ns mantalang mi3titira-
n abang hindi »a na-

Ii ini~ang langis sa dagat
da ampaslgan.
•• a pagkakataollgtayo
hi di nakalikas: \luwag

I mangoysa mga IUI~arna
eidado ng langis; iwa-

S ng Imadikitsa sediment,
uh~ngin, lupa, a mga
ga;r na kontamina.dang

1 ngi ; huwag gu namit
Ii tu ig na kontarninada

~

I ngis para sa pag-
ns ma ng mga tao a
yo ;athuwagkUlllainng

,~da,aluska, at ib pang
p gk ing-dagat na nahuli

lu ar malapit sa 0 I!lpill,"
alalaniVergeire. 'Janilo

. arc; ~
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WANT to help get rid of the oil sp l~
Oriental Mindoro? Donate your p
hair. .

A local barbershop in the prov nc
capital, Calapan City, is doing jus
collecting cut hair to help clean up t e i
hitting the province's shores. .

"Hair, surprisingly, turns (out) t b
potent weapon against oil spills be a s
of its remarkable ability to absor fi
times its weight in oil,''' Bruskos ar e
Sliop said ina Facebook post.

"[Your] hair shall be used in de ni
He P 9

From Al

Barber ...

the oil spill," it added, noting its initi ti e
will run until April 4.

It's not the first time a local busin ss s
rallying to clean up an oil slick.
. In '2006, beauty salons
barbershops from different parts 0
country collected hair and sent he
to responders in Guimaras, after a i
tanker spilled over two million lite s
bunker fuel in the Island.

Approximately 20,000 hectare
coral reefs, 9,900 hectares ofmangr v s
and 6,000 hectares of seagrass

. affected by that oil spill, accordi g
marine experts (see related story 0

-Editors).
"The spill from an oil tanker n

Naujan, Oriental Mindoro is spread' gtt
more areas and had already reache t~
municipal. shores of Pola, Pinamal yan
Gloria, and Bongabong," the barbe sh
noted.

It also said that 10 percent of its
sales will be donated directly t
affected families.

The oil spill has also reache
shorelines of towns in Oriental M· do
Occidental Mindoro, and Palawan.

The Philippine Coast. Guard a s
confirmed the presence of an oil s ill i
Antique.

This was after the MT Pro c s
Empress ship, carrying 800,000 lit rs 0

industrial oil, sank in Naujan, 0 e
J\.1Iindoroon Feb. 28.

, I

o
UPPER /

~

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON

3



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

it:::?'1INITIATIVES
SERVICE ~

C] r--l
UPPEt/ t;cm!r-:j STORY

PA E ~:R

T/ LE:

DOH war
vs eatin
seafood
from oil

spill area
The Department of Health (DQ>H)

warned the public yesterday £gainst
eating fish and other seafood fro cujeas
affected by the oil spill.

In an advisory, the DO
residents of Oriental Mindoro
avoid swimming in oil spill- eCled
waters. ,

The DOH said the oil spiIIm p se
a risk not only to the environm t ut
also to public health,

DOH office;f-in.-charge Ma ia I{o-
sario Vergeire inspected heal care
centers in Oriental Mindoro a PJto-
vided medical assistance to a ected
communities.

Medicine, face masks and ofr~r
medical supplies w~re turned er ~o
the provincial government.

Vergeire gave assurance tha co _
cerned government agenci
working to mitigate the impact
oil spill. .

The DOH reminded reside s f
Oriental Mindoro to avoid contac Iwi
contaminated sediments, soil and an .
Oil spill-affected skin must be ~hO_
oughIy washed with soap and w er.

,Contaminated clothes shou ~
wash.ed, but strong ~etergen~s an '

, chemicals must be avoided, .
Meanwhile, the Department of bo

and Employment promised emer n
employment and other assistan e t
workers affected by the oil spill.
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Island in C u provinc is back. Bureau ( MB) showed that the rants in t ~re, which were world-r nown resorts md hotels.

Mayor esar Suan has lift- fecal coliform level in the sea tourist dra ers f r the town. Pog y said Suan decided to
ed the ban bn.swimmi g in the of Cordova has decreased to 0.8 reopen heir seas for -"'Nimming
municipali fo11owin a drop most prqbable number (mpn) even as they were st 11waiting
in the level of coliform bacteria per 100 rrtilliliters (rnl), he said. for the esult of the s -cond test
in the town!'l seas.' For c<rastalwater to be safe conduc d by the EMIl, which

"Swim~ ng is now allowed for swimming, the coliform lev- was ex ected to be released
because t~ sea is already els shoul? not be higher than within t is month.
clean," according to ordova 100 mpn per 100 ml, the EMB But ce the first test showed
Councilor rJ~muel Pog y, chair earlier S<l~·d. . that the coliform leve "was al-
of the council's comm ttee on In At! ust last year, the co- ready v ry low, peo ole could
environment, in an i terview liform le el in the sea off Cor- [now] . in our seas," Pogoy
over radio ~YHPon Ma ch 3· dova was 2,400 mpn per 100 said. _ PORTS FROM NE LE SEMI-

. Recent results of water m!, whic was elieved to have R VINCENT MP YOL INQ

Dr!
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SO ree of 0 e n wastes, PH
RESURGENCE

MARIT
STINUS-

t . ~ CABUGON
of life for futu~e generations, for
all people an~ not just a few.

Aside from shining attention on
sustainable "z ro waste" lifestyles
in general, the ~ay of Zero Waste
is also a remi ~er of the 'much
anticipated CI· ~al Plastics Treaty,
expected to be ready by next year.
A year has pa sed since the UN
Environment ssembly' voted to
work toward svch a legally bind- ..
ing instrumeit. The treaty will
start. a global rocess of pushing
back plastic p oduction. From a
matter of stop ing "ocean plastic
waste" or "plastic waste leakage,"
the treaty will dress plastic pro-

~Stin -CabugonA6

MARCH 30 i~ the first n-:
nual United Nations ln-

ternational Day bf Zero Wa, te.
Unlike the Inter~ational Z: TO

Waste Month celebrated in J e
Philippines and other As an
countries last January and w~ ch
highlights the need to red ce

.plastic use and plastic waste, he
International Day of Zero W ste
should be seen ifilithe broa] er
context of the UN Sustaina le
Development C011s. The da is
expected to raise ~wareness nd
spur action that addresses I all
forms of waste, including ~ od
loss and waste, natural resou ce
extraction-and electronic was
according to the] nternatio al
Day of Zero Wast website. e
need to take better care of ur
natural. resources, our envir n-
ment, minimize pollution, in
order to ensure a decent qual ty
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st lea ~Iin ze~

• Theworld will ele rl te the first annu211 United ations Internatio al Day of
ZeroWaste on Ma ch 3 ,2023. Wemust a~opt less w steful, less toxic lifestyles
in order for mank nd t urvive and thrive" 'GAIA! ERO WASTE EUROPE

duction, th"ou,,~ of the p.bblem. of[its) coastline." I I ~ .
Do I sound like ~ broken record? Commenting 0 Vi ual Capital-

Well, plastic pollution is a never- ist's story - vis ali ed with an
ending issue and concern .. Last "ocean plastic was e p'e" - a Dan-
February 17, onlin~ news site Visual ish,..Twitt:r us:r otf .l'rthatwhile
Capitalist publishe an image and he ISsorting hisg b~ ~ people in
a short article on 0 ean plastic pol- Asia are durnpin . to s of plastic
lution. The data w s lifted from a into the oceans. t~e 8, however, .
2021 report titled" .ore than 1,000' pointed out that t e p obal North
rivers account for 180 percent of is exporting plastic (a~ rther types
global riverine pl~sfic emissions of) waste to devel p\n countries.
into the ocean," b}r Laurens J. J. Howmuchofwast tif endsupin
tvteijer and colleagues. It Il}ay be the oceans might h ve riginated in
recalled that this eport identi- the north? they as ed. The matter
fied the Philippine as the world's of waste trade was bJr llv touched
undisputed No.1 Sl urce of ocean jn Visual Capital st'l~ ~ery short
plastic waste. An estimated 35 per- article accompanyi g e numbers.
cent of discarded pi stir that finds An official of the 10 al Alliance
its way in~o th~ 0 :an ~~a~ates.) for Incinerator flte ,t ~es (GAIA)
rom 4GG fivers m t .~ PhIllprl~es. ,As.ia Pacific told m t~a the article
he authors partly at ributed ~hlSto {aIled to apprecia e.ls e other
he fact that the Phil ppines - and . facts about plastic wa t . For in-
orne of the other top polluting na- stance, according t a teak Free
ions - has a "relati, ely small land From Plastics 2022 bra d audit of
urface area compar to t e len th lastic waste, Co ~C remains
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_J Boracay water, wasrewater

services set far upgrade
I

MANILA Water Philippine Ven-
tures subsidiary Boracay Water
said it will continue to intensify
water and wastewater service im-
provement .in BoracayIsland amid
the recovery of tourism from the
impact of t?e pandemic.

The company allotted Pl.l
billion for ~ts 2021-2025 service
improvement plan that is also
meant to help ensure compliance
to regulatory service obligations
especially that tourist arrivals in
the islandincreasedby434 percent
to 1,759,100 tourists in 2022 from
330,622 in 2p21. •

Boracay Water said' for the
next three years, it will upgrade
and rehabilitate Nabaov and Cati-
clan pumping stations, the Cati-
clan water treatment plant and
its water network to ensure the
distribution and availability of
water 24/7 even in the event of a
natural calamity,such as typhoons
and earthquakes.

Under its social flagship pro-
gram Tubig Para sa Barangay that
aims to provide sustainable water
to low-income households, the
company also started last Janu-
ary a water plpelaying project in-
Barangay Yapak costing P1.2
million which will benefit 160
households. .

On wastewater manageme~t,
Boracay W~\1:eris upgrading
its sewage treatment plants in
Barangay Balabag and Manoc-
manoc to comply with the re-

quirements of th Department
of Environr ent and Natural
Resources in uP( ating· general
effluent stan ard .
• The comp ny lso provides
support to t e Ehvironmental'
Management ure u and the 10-_
cal governrm nt l nit of Malay
in impleme tati g the Clean
Water Act, alk ttini PI08 million
to provide fre np pdatory sewer
connection to Ul1o' households
residing withir 10( meters from
the availablese wer petwork start-
ing this year.

Boracay W ter aid the pro-
gram ensures wast water will be
treated before I eingdischarged to
the water bodi s in Boracay, The
program alsoer o~ges establish-
ments that are wit 100 meters
to connect to the a ailable sewer .
network of the om any to ensure
sustainabilityan pr ectionof the
island's beaches
. The compan addedpart of the
fund allotment wil be used for
the protection 0 the environment
through its Hi hla ,d to Ocean
program to pr - teet the Nabaoy
river and water hed which is the
lone source of water of Boracay
Island.

Boraca Wate sai to date, 40
hectares of Ian CO~PriSingthe
watershed hav 9 p adopted
for appropriate ~an gement and
33,320 trees hay beep committed
for planting in tl e next Jiveyears.
-led Macapagal I :11-----------~
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The p ivate caretaker of the
Masu gi Georeserve in Rizal
provi e has denied co~ced-
ing to e plan of the Bureau of
Corre dons (BuCor) to develop
270 he tares of the 400-ha pro-
tected area as the new sitt for
its he quarters.
. In statement on Satu day,

SuCor said the Masungi G ore-'
serve Foundation had a reed
to its five-year develop ent
plan nter a "fruitful" me ting
on W dnesday between B Cor
acting pirector General G ego-
rio C tapang Jr. and Fo da-
tion t stees Ann and her ister
Billie I umaliang, togethefith
their wyers and officia s of
the D partment of [ustic and
the L nd Registration Aut ori-
ty (L ), among others.

"T e Masungi Georeserve
Foun ttion Inc. ackn?wl ged
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The private caretake Of t
in Rizal province h s ~~ ied conceding to the
plan of the Bureau 0 Cor ections (BuCor) to de-
velop 270 hectares 0 tIe oo-ha protected area
as the new site for it h a quarters. The founda-
tion said it "stands fi . + continues to urge the
government to recoi SI er lans to build [BIllCor]
facilities inside the etre erve." -STORY III" -

DEXTERCABALZA AND M S REYES A2
~

and recognized that the subje t
land belongs to the BuCor," t e
statement said, adding that t e
foundation "came to a mut I
agreement and understandi g
[with the agency] that BuC r
and Masungi Georeserve a -
heres [sic] to 'safeguarding t e
land's biodiversity and geolo -
ical structures which led to a
fruitful discussion of creatf g
linkages toward environmJ t
protection."

The foundation, howe-
er, denied BuCor's claim. n
its statement on its Facebo k
page posted on Saturday, t e
foundation said it "stands fi m
and continues to urge the g
ernment to reconsider plans to
build Bureau of Corrections a-
cilities inside the georeserve, '

In a text message to the
quirer, Ann Dumaliang said 'It

rent y(:~t
gi plan

as a good first touch ba e and
e are happy we finally t the
1(lCorleadership--but n such

c nclusions were agreed
"We standby our p

a d that of othe r enviro
t I groups that BuCor

ot build in this; rea," sh

Proclamatiens
According to the uCor

s atement, lawyer T doro
onifacio Jr. of the L "en-

I ghtened [the Nlasungi care-
t leers about] the history f the
laimants and clearly e pha-
ized that the 270 hectar s [are]
olely owned by HuCor, [ hich]
as all the right to devel p any
ctivities in accordanc with
e Department of E iron-
ent and Natural Res urces
ENR) guidelines [on] p serv-
g [the] environment."



- I
B Cor said it acquire the

right 0 the zro-ha porti n of
the . onservation site then

'Presi entGloriaMacapag I-Ar-
royo ssued Proclamatio No.
1158 Sept. 9, 2006, rese ing
that 'rea as a new site f r the
burea: .

T f' t portion was desi nat-
ed as "Lot 10," the same area
wher armed men had s t up
camp in September last ear,
revivi g public attention t the
enda ered conservation ite.

B Arroyo's proclam tion
make I no reference to roc-
Iamati n No. 1636' of 19 and
Prod ! ation No. 573 of 969,
issue ~y then President F rdi-
nand arcos Sr. reservin the
Masu gi area as a national ark
and w ldlife sanctuary.

An: ther statute before Ar-
royo's order is the Nafonal

Integrated Protected Areas S s
tern Act of 1992 (Republic ct
No. 7586), which further est b-
lishes the legal mechanism o~r
the preservation of protec e
areas.

- In 2009, then Environm n
Secretary Lito Atienza iss ed
a memorandum ordering is
agency's Calabarzon office to
present an alternative relo a-
tion site for BuCor.

In 2017, the foundation n-·
tered into an agreement th
DENR (then on the watch of
Environment Secretary Gi a{
Lopez) regarding Masun i's
preservation and maintenan
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Catapang had said earlier
hat "BuCor will ways rotect
nd continue to support he ad-
ocacy of environment Ipres-
rvation."

But he also 1 as othe plans,
aying that he is cons de ring
he area as a po :ential ite for
ts Corrections. ational Train-
ng Institute as veil as or the
ousing of the bureau's rrent
nd retired officials, ong
ther purposes.

He and other IBuCor0 cials
re scheduled to visit M sungi
n March 12, Ann Du aliang
aid.

She said she hoped t
or would realize "that it ould

DuCor's visit ot be fiscally sound or f asible
It was only in Septemb r t implement their plans with-

last year that BuCor was able 0 ut destroying the en iron-
receive the transfer of certi - ent." -REPORT:S FROM EXTER

cate title of the property. C BALZA AND DEM~IIIEY REY!! INO------~~-~~-------
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uCor, Mas ngi
. olve dispu

The Bureau of orrections and the
asungi Georeserve Foundation moved
resolve the gridlock over BuCor's plan
build its headquarters in the environ-
ental reserve in Tanay,Rizal.
BuCor officials l~d by director gen-

e al Gregorio Pio Catapang Jr. and
r rese tatives of t e foundation met
o Wednesday.

In a statement issued yesterday, the
B Cor aid the Masungi Georeserve
ac nowledged that the agency is the
o ner of 270 hectares of land in the
co servation area.

r said both sides re olved to
eguarding the land's biodi-
eol<hgicalstructures.

Catapan gave assurance that de-
velopment plans in the area would
undergo fu the studies. .

"In the u iliz tion of its 270 hectare
land, BuCo wi I always protect and
continue to sup;port the advocacy on
environmen al~eservation," he said.

Ann Dum li g, Masungi Georeserve
Foundation o-f under, discussed the
history and dvocacy of their g 'oup in
land preserv tion, - Emmanue Tupas
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Villar ncoura es public to pa t cipate
. . ~.~--

in pro eeting PH biodiversi~
"We owe it to the future g erat:,pn Toni Loyzaga.

to conserve and protect our wi dlife re- "Let us J ot act harshly in -ay that
SEN. Cynthia . Villar, chairperson of sources. It is part of our dutYt leave will threaten the delicate balance that
the Senate Co mittee on Environment this world better than we found it," il- sustains all life on earth Let us nake
and Natural esources, is encourag- lar said, during the celebration W rld sure that the future generations will
ing everyone 0 protect the country's Wildlife Day 2023 in the Phi ippines still encounter and co-ex! t w It an
wildlife, notin that citizens will be ad- led by Department of Environment and abundance cf plants and a' imals and
versely affecte by its damage or loss. Natural Resources (DENR) S cretary not just see them in old pictures, she=-----~~--~~--~__~~~~ ~~~~I~ILI __ ~_~_ I

I
further said.

Villar said every March 3, World
Wildlife Day is celebrate? and;. ra'~e
awareness on the country s ama mg 1-

odiversity. The country has a wi e v i-
ety of wildlife and plants, and thi biodi-
versity contributes to people's lives and
the earth.
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NEGOTIATORS from more than
100countries completed UN treaty
to protect the high seas Saturday,
a long-awaited step th t environ-
mental groups saywill lp reverse
marine biodiversitylosses and ensure
sustainable developmen
The legally binding p ct to con-

serve and ensure the s stainable
use of ocean biodiver Ity, under
discussion for 15 years, as finally
agreed after five roun s of pro-
tracted UN-led negoti ions that
ended in New York 0 Saturday,
a day after the original eadline,

"The ship has reached the
shore," the UN· conference presi-
dent, Rena Lee, said after a mara-
thon final day of talks.
The treatyis seen as a crucialcom-

ponent inglobal efforts to bring 30%
of the world's land and sea under
protection by the end of the decade,
a target known as "30 by 30" agreed
in Montreal in December.
Economic interests were amajor

sticking point throughout the lat-
est round of negotiations, which·
began 0 Feb. 20, with develop-
ing cou~ ·es calling for a greater
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subjec to any protectio ,with pol-
lution, cidification and verfishing
posing a gro g threat,

"Co ntries must fo r allyadopt
the tre ty and ratify it as quickly
as pos ible to br.ng It into force,
and l: en deliver the fully pro-
tected cean sanctuaries our planet
needs,' said Laura Meller, a Green-
peace oceans campaigner who
attend d the talks. .
"Th dock is stil ticking to

deliver 30 by 30. We have half a
decade left, and we can't be com-
placent" - Reuters



~J----+------~~==~;;~~~~~~I--' I==~'~'~~~+-~~ ~__
~ UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL OARTOONLniI D STORY STORY

PAGE lOWER

D~~~~~;;~~~r;~~~fi5t.i:~~jE~i1if::::~----'-------4-1Itlt-----'in the Jo mal ofMammalogy.
~ Wit1 regard to br eding,

females in captivity are re-
ported 0 produce two off-
spring 1ter a gestation period
of 54 to 56 days, the study by
Ibanez nd Senarillos n ted.

Sen illos said there was
little in ormation about tree-
shrew sdecies in the Philippines
but based on studies with their
relativesl in peninsular Borneo,
the TUPfa species are believed .
1:.0 be setdispersers, helping to
regener te fruiting trees in the
forests t ey inhabit.

The juvenile Mindanao
treeshre s found in the nest
were both males. "They slept
in a curled, tight ball position,
with the1~op of the head locat-
ed very lose to the belly, or in
a ventra position with the tail
resting n top of the belly,"
the stud said. "Whenever the
nest wa disturbed, the juve-
niles be ame active and made
an expl sive snort and quick
scratchi g motions, probably
a form 0 territorial defense to
deter pr dators and other nest
intruder ," the study noted. INQ

mal ea ers) and found in areas
associa ed with forests," he said,
adding: "They're so difficult to
find in t~·e field, unless they're

I "trappe or study purposes.
Th Mindanao treeshrewtv. I .

is one of only two endemic
treeshr ws in t~e Philippines
after ttJ;atof the Palawan tree-
shrew (trupaia palawanensis).

'spe~ie~ofleast concern' .
Acc irding to the study,

the Mi danao treeshrew is an
enigma ic nonflying mammal
found nly in the mountain-
ous ar as of mainland Min-
danao nd in stpaller nearby
islands, including Dinagat
and Si~rgao. It is classified as
a species of "least concern" by
the International Union for
Consenfation of Nature Red
List of Threatened Species.

It li~e~ in dense vegetation
near str ams in lowland ever-
green fo ests (below 500 meters
above s a level or masl), up in
the mos ~ forests (2,250 masl)
and is so etimes found in vary-
ing dens ties in disturbed forest:
habitats/ afcording to the study.

In e wild, the Mindanao
treeshre s use ground hollows
as nests and hiding places, as
noted in the 1950 study, "Notes
on the Philippine Treeshrew,"
Eblished by Cha les Wharton
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CEMEX'S C MMITMENT. (EM EXPhilippines executives led by presidebt and chief executive i..!JisFranco (fourth rom
left) pay a courte y visit to Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Maria Antonia LCI)zaga(third from eft) ana
other officials to iscuss opportunities for collaboration on sustainable development initiatives. With them are (from left) ( EX
public affairs ma ager Lysander Castillo, vice president for cement operations an tet nlcal Santiago Ortiz. DENRUhdersecretary
Juan Miguel Cun and Undersecretary Ignatius Loyola Rodriguez. (EMEX also dis uss during the visit t "Ie company's global c1i ate
action strategy ca led Future in Action.

TRATEGIC

OMMUNICATION
o

NITlATIVES

ERVICE

./
7't::::::(o

UPPER PAGE 1o STORY

LOWER

o C 0
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

3



r ,.lIlI

~~e)Wlanila~tme
I

o
CARTOON

~

~~/Q Q
o STORY STORY

PA E LOWER

~+-----=- ~-
DATE

• •nu
UNIR I. JANNARAL Domingo Collado In igenous

People's mandatory re resentative to
the Sangguniang Baya (TO~ Coun-
dllof'Tampakan in S uth otabato
province, told reporte on Saturday
that the Court of Tax pp als CfA)
had ordered their loca go ernment
unit (LGU) to refrain f m ollecting
P401 million from Sag ttari s Mines.
Inc. (SMI) for a busin 5S fP rmit es-
sential to its planned ope ation in
the municipality soon.

The B'laan in Tampa an ad long

issued a free and prior consent, via
the ational dommission on Indig-
enous People, to the SMI's planned
expl iration starting this year of
some 5200 billion worth of c pper
deposits in th ir ancestral domain.

Tampakan i about 16 ki o eters
from Koronad I City, South Cotaba-
to's provincial capital.

Med.ia outfitihere and in th e cities
of Koronadal, idapawan, Tacurong
and G;,weral antos e ei e late
Friday' via ema I copies of the court

COTA IATO CITY: Ethnic
B'laa were elated with the
cens re by a local court

of a munici al government for
attempting 0 charge a ~ining
firm P401 m Ilion for a b siness
permit desp te the comp ny not
even having peratedyet.

ruling dated Feb. ~q,2023.
Dalena Sam ling, a B'laan leader

in Tampakan, told reporters also on
Saturday that they are supporting
the SMI's legal eftons against their
LCU's attempt to err the firm P401
million for a busi ess permit need-
ed for its operation this year in the
municipality.

Samling and C~lIadO separately
said also on Satur ay the SMI shall
operate in Tamp kan based on a
mining permit issued by the national

government, not any GU.
The Tampaka LGU had ordered

the SMI to pay P40t~ million for
its business per it tor 2023 that
the firm contest d vi the CfA, the'
specific court f r ljt gation of tax
Issues. I

The CfA's Feb ua 10 decision
said the Tampak n unicipal gov-
ernment should n9t impose such
a huge amount <;>£1 I's business
permit while res lut~on of the tax-
controversy is sti! unrerway.

C
EOITORIIIL

\~



the No. "I sour~e of plastic waste The Oce~n ~oJn ;~rvancy, after
in the Philippines. Coca-Cola is a some soul searc ling 'iinJuly 2022 of-
partner of Oce1n Cleanup whose tidally ret.ractec the Jport and apol-
"supporters ... made the realiza- ogized for its ail]; el to appreciate
tion of [the 20211 study possible" the problem of-glblll plastic waste
(Meijer et al.). The Ocean Cleanup, pollution in a ~ idei perspective.
in its. own word~, "develop[ sI and The plastic-ar d t lh toxic - yes,
scaler sItechnologies to rid the plastic is toxic v a ~ethat ends up
world's oceans bf plastic" (www.intheoceaniar~lproblem.It
theoceandeanu*.com). kills. It m~st be em ved. Removing

This focus on technologies re- trash from the oce~n is a good deed.
minded me of the 2015 report "But it isn't enough. ~either is so-
"Stemming the Tide." The report, called proper d spo al. The source
published by t~e Ocean Conser- of the problem is tHe plastic itself.

I vancy.and the ~ Kinsey Genter for Our love affair w~t this versatile
Business and En ironment, identi- and in-so-mall' -w~ sluseful mate-
fied China, Indonesia, Thailand, rial is also suic dal. From pro due-
Vietnam and tHe Philippines as tion to dispos; I, p aftic pollutes.
heavy emitters of plastics into the Visual Capitalis 's a ticle depicting
ocean, accounting for up to 65 per- the Philippines aslt e world's No.
cent of all of Whjt the report called 1 source of oce n p astic may not
"plastic-waste Ie kage. (' The report have told the wl olt ttry, but it has
went on to recommend technolog]. reminded us th t are still con-
cal solutions, primary among them suming far too n uch plastic and it's
waste-to-energy ii£ldnerat~on. both unhealthy n~ \Ii sustainable.
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DB hopeful Congress
.Illapprove rightsizing

pI~, G~~~~~' t~!::l~ongllie,_~
ft hat Congress will ap- est in the world and correspond-
he overnment's rightsiz- inglydoesn'tprovideasmuchofthe

ingprtgra within the year. government ServiCeS.that it could
"N pe lly this year (it will be and should:' Sonny A.Africa, ex- _

passe ). I ink next week it will ecutivedirector of think tank Ibon
be p~~sed' the House of Repre- Foundations._a1dinaVibermessage.
sent~1ji.ves,then we'll try to push The DBM earlier said that
it in tp~ S nate," Department of slashing the government work-
Budg an Management (DBM) force by 5%would result in Pl4.8
Secre ary enah F. Panganda- billion in savihgs,
manl1d r porters on Thursday. "It's alway~useful to eliminate

T N tional Government redundancy, Nerlapsand duplica-
" Rig .t i.lzi g Act, which is one tion and to plmote efficiencyand

of t~1 fa cos administration's econoiny- b4t doingthis doesnot
prior t easures, is currently necessarilymake the government
pendi ~at the committee level in moreeffective.Trimmingfat isnee-
the * se fRepresentatives. essary but, with the considerable

It e k to "minimize, if not development~hallengesfacingthe
elirni ate redundancies, over- country,ifSa~allymoreimportant
laps! tid uplications in its op- to build muse e,"Mr.Africasaid.
erati ns nd simplify its rules Based on atest data from the
and r gul ions, and systems and DBM, the total number of per-
processes while protecting the manent positions for fiscal year

_welfare of ivilservants and other 2023 isat around 1.94million,not
gov~l'pre tworkers." including e~-officiO positions.

'fs said that the govern- Of this, abo t 1.77 million posi-
meryt.~o Idensure that its right- tions are fil~ d and the remaining
sizin ro ram focuses on ramp- 170,668 are unfilled.
ingu ro uctivityandefficiency Leonardd A. Lanzona, who
and Ii ,ju t scrappingworkers. _ teaches economics at the Ateneo

"rr!! onventional wisdom de Manila qniversity, said the
thaJ e g vernment bureaucracy government.Ehouldnot rightsize
is someho too big and should be "just for the sakeofsavingcosts or
rigqt~iz.e or reduced is actually reducing the redundancies."
ina~aui~t . If anything,our public I Rightsizing, Sl/2

ly, the redundancies and
overlaps IWh~lekeeping-the welfare-of
government w rkers depend on what
the gover.f. n is intent on doing. For
iristance e e keeping the highly
centralize 1M> of management or are
we going t ~e olve more functions to:
the local over ment? The answer to
this basic uest on will then determine
whether ~avproperly rightsized the
governm lr ot,"he said in an e-mail.

Mean ie, e La Salle University
law and sine s professor Antonio A.
Ligon sai at the government should
perform ~' 1m rehensive and thorough
study" of 1N at j bs.willbe eliminated.

"Evalut-i$n nd review of whatever
consolid I h <!> merging shall be done
periodica I if i will redound to faster
serviceton lip\l p.!!;,.Ifnotimplemented
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. properly, th~~mit might just create confu-
sibn in government personnel an hence
negatively affect the desired se "cesto
ou.r PeOPI~'thesaid in aViber me' sage.

Mr. Af~i a said there may ev n be a
need to ad government jobs t boost
public services and socialprotecti n.

''The rightsizingthrust is misgJ ded in
assuming that trimming the gove ment
w9rk(orce~dredUcingp.ersonnel~ rvices c

expenses . make the governmer more
effective.(> the contrary;the dem ds on
the state toJmanage social and ecl nomic
developmentare not just growing t also
growingmorecomplex,"he said.
. However, he noted the gover ment
should al1l9ensure- its workfor e will
b~ b,tter, more efficient, com etent,
transparent and less corrupt. - Luisa
Maria C. Jocson

r
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, public-private partnership and agriculture.
here our efforts can have the most impact.
Sector AdviSOIy Council, Iapplied what we
access to money, markets and

aqnprensurs, we can achieve sustainable,
'yjsof)' Council Jobs Load and Go Negosyo Founder

'ilountg
~I;'''E'RS, FISHERFOLt®
I!~.g!'l.l.<;:g9.~~~~JI~E~~~kmnemer
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