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fa k fore formed to eontai 0 iental
Mindoro oil spill; PBBM vows a sistane
By MARTIN SADONGDON~
and ARGYll CYRUS GEDUCOS

An inter-agenc task force at the
national government level has been
created to unify efforts in containing
the oil spill in Naujan, Oriental Min-
doro and other affected areas follow-
ing the sinking of motor tanker (MT)
Princess Empress.

The creation of he task force came

Tinogboc ( ne km), Liwagao Islr.nd in
Barangay 'bolo (two kms), an? Sitio
Tambak in Barangay Semirara (two
Ipns), all i Caluya town.

There a e around 600 residents or
~50familie affected by the oil spill in
Liwagao Is1 nd, the PCGsaid. The es-
timated nu ber of affected resipents
in other ar as is yet to be conti med.

The cre tion of the inter-a~ency
task force s ordered by the Na ional
qisaster Ris Reduction and Ma age-
ment Coun il (NDRRMC)"to ad ress
the impact of the oil spill, monitor
developme ts, implement measures
that would ontain the spread of the
oil spill, rec ver the spilled fuelband
conduct em gency response acti 'ties
to the areas that may be affect d by
the incident"

The task force will be led b the
Officeof Civi Defense (OCD)in Mirna-
ropa (Regio 4B) under the supervi-
sion of Dire tor Eugene Cabrera'

l
The

member-ag ncies include the Mirna-
ropa offices f the Department of the
Environmen and Natural Reso~rces
(DENR), De artment of the Interior
and Local G vernment (DILG), De-
partment of Social Welfare and De-
velopment ( SWD),and Depart ent
of Health (D H).

Also inclu ed are the regional of-
fices and re ponders of the Bureau
of Fire Prote tion (BFP), Philippine
National Pol ce (PNP), PCG South-
erq. Tagalog istrict, Armed Forces
of the Philip ines-Southern Luzon
Command ( P-SoICorn), and local
government nits (LGUs).

In a press riefing, the PCGDistrict
Western Visa s said it has created an
incident com and system (ICS) to
coordinate th oil spill containment
efforts in An que with the NDRRMC
task force.

"Our pers nnel on the ground in
Caluya,Antiqu has verified and po i-

tively confirmed that ther ~san im-
pact of oil in the shorelines of Semir-
ara and Caluya Group of Islands,"
said Commander Jansen enjamin,
public information officer ahd chief of
staff of Coast Guard Distri t Western
Visayas. "Oil is hydrocar on, it's a
component and mineral of t e earth. It
was extracted from undergr undoThe
problem is if it emits too mu h volume
in an instant, it will really ca se prob-
lems. It is really an alarmin situation
because of the sheer volum . W~ can
say that, yes, it's alarming. '

Commander Ionie Be arrnino,
chief of PCGDistrict Western Visayas
Planning Section and commander
of Marine Environmental ftection
Force-Western Visayas, s pported
Benjamin's concerns.

"We saw black oil on the oreline,
it has impacted the shoreline. We can
see also some oil on the surface," he
said. "We treat this as alarming be-
cause it can damage our environment,
it can damage the livelihodd of the
people in the area. Yes, it'sIarming
but it's controllable."

The PCGDistrict Wester Visayas
said 10 segments of oil spill om, oil
skimmer, and 15 responder trained
on oil spill containment op rations
were deployed to Antique to prevent
the spillage from spreading 0 other
areas. Caluya is approxim tely 80
nautical miles from the world famous
Boracay Island in Malay, AId n.

Assistance vowed
Meanwhile, President Ma cos fis-

sured families and individuals ffeded
by the oil spill that the govern en is
ready to assist them, particul rly the
fisherfolk in the area.

In a series of tweets, the Pr sident
ensured that assistance was r dy tor
those who might have been fected
by the spillage of diesel fuel.

He added that the Palace was in
close coordination with the PCG,'
which is leading efforts to cdress
the oil spill.

"ThE! government, tl rough the
DSWD,I.S prepared to provide various
forms (if assistance to f mil es and
individuals affected by the 0'1 spill
caused by the submerge T incess
Empress in Oriental Mine. iro ar-
cos said. "We are closel mo itoring
the situation with the ':G] as the
lead agency. Special atten ion will be
given to the affected fisherfol ':S who
will be 10sing their source of liv ihood
because of the oil spill."

According to the Presider t the
DENR is already working with the
Intemational Maritime Organ zation
(IMO) ami the DILG.

"[They) are ready to provide sup-
port to the local government anc de-
termine their specific needs, " he said.

Marcos likewise thanked r .ivate
corporations, like Petron and Sell,
which have offered their he pby end-
ing the government the needed equip-
ment to mitigate the oil spill's impact,

The DSWD,through its field office
in Mimaropa (Oriental Mindoro, Oc-
cidental Mindorc, Marinduque, om-
blon, Palawan) will provide assists nce
to families affected by the oil S1 II.

Basedon the initial report, aftected
families from six munic pal t.es,
namely Naujan, Pola, Pinamal yan,
Bongabong, Gloria, and Ba su Nill
receive family food packs.

The OS,\VD-Mimaropahas prepo-
sitioned OVE!rP78.9 million worth of
standby and stockpilefunds consist-
ing of approximately 42,400 farr.ily
food packs and standby funds orth
P7.2 million, which can e tapped
to supplement the assistance tc the
affected municipalities in Oriental
Mindoro. (With a report from E~alyn
de Vera-Ruiz)
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ILOILO JTY-The
from the <tn-kerMT
Princess t ~t sunk °

.Oriental Mirdoro, on Feb. 28
has already reached t e island
town of Ca~1ya, betwe n Min-
doro and P~ ay, only pout 18
nautical mill west of oracay
Island in Ak, n.

Accordi~ to Com. Jansen
,Benjamin, f blic info mation
officer of tti~ Philipp in Coast
Guard (PCG~ Western isayas
District, the J1>CGwas st II con-
sOlidating actual figures.

But he s~.d the PCG tation
in Sernirara, ne of the ve is-
lands of Cal a, report d that
the oil spill ; s so far a ected
at least a fiv~- ilometer tretch
of coastline c vering thr e vil-
(ages in the is, nd.

The situation in aluya
town! which is part of A tique
province in fanay, wa the
same as that in several oast-
al towns of q iental Mi doro,
where officials aye alrea y de-
clared states or calamity.

The Iocatie of the s
Empress Prind, ss was n t yet
known at press time, but it is
believed to be 91 NM (abo F 170
kilometers) away, in the T blas
Strait. JL _-__'---------

la Strai
'hesA

I
25 krn long and between 300
and 501 meters wide.

Gov't elie"
Th institute al. 0 warned

other cqasral to", ns of Oriental
Mindoro as well as Cuyo Island
in Pala~an to prepa 'e for the
slick reaching the r sh:>res.

In Mindoro's capitdl of Cala-
pan City, around 10,000 affected
families began receiving govern-
ment relief; consisting of food
packs ~~ cash-far-work grants,
Social ,~elfare Secretary Rex
Gatchalian said on Satu 'day,

Gatchalian arrived in the
city at tI).e behest of Criental
Mindoro Gov. Humerlito Do-
IDr who appealed for families
in the towns of Nau.an, Pola,
E;ongabong, Pinamalayatl and
Bulalacao.

Aside from the ':ala'nity re-
lief, President Marc IS said "spe-
cial attention Win be given to the
aJf<ectedfisherfolk who will be
losing'tbeif source of livelihood
because of pte,ail sp n."

The President said 1e was
mDnitorin~ the situat: . in and
had alreadrtasked he )epart-
menr of Eqvironment and Nat-
ural Resources to work with the
rnternatioJI Maritime Organi-
zanon and the Department of
the Interio and Local Govern-
rnent to support a c also,-WITH

A REPORT FROM NESTO CI ItR LES
INQ_~

Oil s ill cleanup
Benjarnl said shoreline

cleanup st ed immediately and
at least thre Coast Guard, ves-
sels were di atched to the area
along with oi spill boom defense,
oil skihuner and oil absorbsnr
materials, pl s 15 responders.

The coa t guard has also
coordinated with private com-
panies, like rsemirara Mining
and Power a rp.,' which volun-
-~ ~~~

OltY WA ERS A crew of the Philippine Coast Guard collects
water samples from an oil spill in the waters a f N ~jan, Orien-
tal Minda . -PHOTOCOURTESYOFPCG

, .

The ta ker was bound for leered assista ceo
Iloilo fro Bataan, carrying Benjamin aid the PCG had
800,000 lit rs (about 5,000 bar- sufficient exp fieQ~r in oil spill
rels) of in ustrial oil, when it cleanups and [he festern Vi-
sank past 8 .m. of Feb. 28. sayas unit wa the most experi-

enced because of tM number of
oil spills that 'avE'jOccurred in
the region. , I~

The bigge t W s in 2006
when 2.1 milli h lit rs of bun-
ker fuel spilled in tij~ waters off
Guimaras ISI~ Ii fQI~Owingthe
sinking of MT olar 1.

The Marin Science Insti-
tute of the U ivetsity of the
Philippines rele sedan Friday a
bulletin aboutj?e m and re-
ported the oil SI ck t e around



STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION.om

o
•

W
PAGE

DDDC
fAG~ I BANNER EDITORIAL CARTO
STORY STORY

o 5 WIR 20n
PAGE DATE

ys
I .

e
By ROBERTZON RAMIREZ and JENNIFER RENOON

Three barangays in Caluya town
n Antique have been affected by the
il spill from the motor tanker Mt
rincess Empress that sank off the
oast of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
ported yesterday that coastal cleanup
rives were conducted in Sitio Sabangin. Barangay Tinogboc, Barangay S~bolo

ih Liwagao Island and Sitio Tambak in
arangay Semirara.
Around 150 families or 600 residents
Liwagao Island were affected by the

'1 spill, the PCG said.
As of yesterday, the volume of oil that
d reached Sitio Sabang was around 10

drums and "light or minimal" in Sitio
Tambak, according to the Marine Environ-

ental Protection Command of the PCG
office in Western Visayas.

[onie Belarmino, PCG-WesternVisayas
arine Environmental Protection Force

c~mmander, said the oil spill could not
bEtcontained using spill booms because
of big waves.

"Oil spill booms are applicable o~ if
waves' height is .5meters or less. S ace

th reported waves were three to our
m ters, oil spill booms are of no use. -vrey
ca ot stop or redirect the movemeI)t of
oi ," Belarmino said.

The motor tanker was loaded with
1,000litersofindustrial fuelwhen it sank.
ansen Benjamin,PCG-WesternVisayas

sP~kesperson, said the wind conditi,on
an direction of the current have spared
Bo acay Island from the possible hav10, f
th oil.spill. .

enjamin said the oil spill does not so
pr~sent any threat to Iloilo and Negros
.O<;:fidental.

I 20,000 hectares
of coral reefs at risk

CG spokesm~n R~ar Admiral lr-mi Balilosaid the agency is focusing on
sav g marine protected areas in Naujan
an Pola in Oriental Mindoro.

About 20,000 hectares ofcoral reefs,
9,9QO hectares of mangroves and. 6,obo

hectares of eagrass may be affectedby the
oil slick, th University of the Philippines
Marine Sci nee Institute (UP-MSI)said in
a statemen issued yesterday.

The UP- SI said coral reefs in Coron
and Culion in Palawan as well as in 13

.municipalit es in Oriental Mindoro, two
towns in 0 idental Mindoro and Caluya
in Antique e at risk.

Enviro ental group Oceana said the
owner of th MT Princess Empress should
pay for the amage caused by the oil spill
and fund t e rehabilitation of protected
areas.

Oceana hilippines vice president
Gloria Ram s said aquatic pollution is
punishable under the Fisheries Code,
Clean Wate Act and Oil Pollution Law.

She said oncerned local government
units can fil criminal and civil charges
against the ssel owner.

The Depa tment of Environment and
Natural Res urces said the sunken MT
Princess Em ress is owned by RDC Rei-
eld Marine ervices Inc.

S pplemental
bud et, DSWD aid

Meanwhil , the House of Representa-
tives is prep d to approve a supplemen-
tal budget to help mitigate the impact of
the oil spill, ouse committee on ways
and means ch . man ana Albay Rep. Joey
Sa1cedasaid.

"This is an event thaf could have dev-
astating cons quences t9 fish supply and
tourism and ill definitely affect hun-
dreds of tho sands of families if it gets
out of hand," alceda said.

Departme t of Social Welfare and
Development Secretary Rex Gatchalian
started yester ay the distribution of aid
under the DS 's Assistance to Individu-
als inCrisis Si uations arid cash-for-work
programs to ected farrti1ies.
. Gatchalian 1aid more than 7,000 fami-
lies in Naujan, Pola, Pinamalayan, Bong-
abong, Gloria nd Bansud have received
food packs sin e March 3. - With Janvic
Mateo, Sheil Crisostomo, Jose Rodel
Clapano
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in containing
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While qualifying that it is not in
any way involved in the oil spill incident
in Oriental Mindoro, leading oil firm
Petron Corporation heeded the call of
the Department of Energy (DOE) for a
concerted effort between the government
and oil industry players to help contain
the impact of that mishap. "We wish to
clarify that the vessel was not carrying
products from the Petron Bataan refinery
nor does Petron own the fuel oil cargo
the tanker was carrying at the time
of the incident;' the oil firm stressed.
Petron further narrated that it stopped
producing fuel oil since 2016 - and that
had been in keeping with the upgrading
of its refinery to a more complex state;
and that was also completed within that
timeframe. Notably, it was reported last
Fetyuary 28 that oil tanker MT Princess
Empress capsized in Oriental Mindoro;
and that the resulting oil spill is now
causing massive headaches to the local
government leaders in the area - not just
due to the encompassing environmental
hazards that this may bring; but also on
the adverse impact it has precipitated on
the source of llvehhcod for people in the
area - which is generally fishing. One of
the probabilities being prevented is the
wider spread of the spilled petroleum
commodity - that in turn may adversely
affect not just marine ecosystems, but
also tourism resources of the country.
"Th·e company is one with the industry
in extending assistance in the oil
spill incident, heeding the call of DOE
Secretary Raphael Lotilla" Petron stated.
The oil firm emphasized that through
Waterborne Industry Oil Spill Equipment
(WISE) Philippines, whose members
comprise of oil companies in the country,
"Petron facilitated the deployment of oil
spill equipment needed to contain the
product:' (Myrna M. Velasco)
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En Ironmental·disast~~!r
Last Fr day as its beaches

and surro nding waters turned
black, wit dead fish washing
ashore,th town of Pola in Ori-
ental Min oro declared a state
of calami .Neighboring towns
are consid ring a similar move
as their fi herfolk confronted
the possib ~loss 01, their liveli-
hood over ~ prolonged period
while the pvermhent tries to
contain a owing oil spill from
a sunken anker. Tourism has
also suffer d in th~ areas dotted
with beac resort~.

As of Fri l~y,the Department
of Enviro ment and Natural
Resources estimated the area
of the oil sl~~kat 2~kilometers,
concentrat~d so far along a nar-
row band Qf300 to 500 meters.
The DENR said the oil spill '
initially threatened 21 locally
managed marine protected
areas in Calapan City and the
'towns of Naujan, Pola, Pina-
malayan and Gloria in Oriental
Mindoro as well as Gasan town
in Marinduqus. Mindoro of-
ficials have said the affected
areas contitjl1f1eto i~crease.

Apart from destroying fish-
ing in the ffected areas, the
sunken ve ~el is Iwithin the
vicinity of t Ve;rd Island Pas-
sage; the g bally irecognized
"center of t e center of marine
shore fish iodiversity." The
DENR rep ;rted trat within
the 40-kilo eter' radius of the
oil slick, "HProXimatelY $91
hectares of oral reefs, 1,626

.hectares of angroves and 362
hectares of ea grass/seaweeds
can be potentially affected."

Images from Pol a town,
the worst h~t by t e oil slick,
showed dis laced fishermen

manua ly scooping up the
thick, ac~ oil from the sand
and w ter. The MT Princess
Empres sank on Feb. 28" to-
gether ith rt cargo of 800',000
liters 0 industrial oil that it
was tra sp~rting from Baltaan
to Iloil . T is was apart from
the tan er s diesel fuel that
initiall sptlled into the wa-
ters. An th f ship rescued the
tanker' 20 rewmembers.

RDC . eield Marines Servic-
es Inc., perator of the Princess
Empres , ha~ issued a public
apolo fo the accident, and
promise to deploy its resourc-
es to he contain the environ-
mental damage. Beyond the
apologyf hl\wever, authorities
must dclenhine if negligence
played role in the accident.

The P Ilippine Coast Gillard
reporte that 'the tanker's en-
gine ap arently overheated.
Rough s as upposedly caused
the distr ssed tanker to drift to-
ward Ba ingawan Point in Min-
doro as t began sinking. But
there w s n jtyphoon or even
a Iow-p es lfre area on Feb.
28. coer b tter maintemmce
before t e t nker set sail have
prevent i J engine trouble?

Like th r motorized ve-
hicles, r gufar proper main-
tenance an reduce the risks

. of malf net qning parts such
as engi es .nd brakes. Eloor
vehicle aintenance has .en
blamed f r the numerous tal
road ace det\~S attributed to
malfunc ~or fg brakes. 1\ ci-
dents ha pe , but authorities
will have to determine if some-
thing co Id helve been d me
to avert thi environme ltal
disaster. ~ ..-J>=-
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Ferdinand R.
Friday peldged
istance to those
e oil spillage in

waters off aujan town in
Oriental M' doro province
following th . sinking of MIf
Princess Em ress on Feb. 28.
, Pola town Oriental Mind-
oro has placed under a
state of cal 'ty as the seawa-
ter and shor . e have turned
black and v ious species of
fish have di r according to a
statement 0 Mayor Jennifer
Cruz.

Marcos the Department
of Social W are and Develop-
ment will lead the dis-
tribution of istance to affect-
ed families d individuals.

Affected ' herfolkwouldbe
given "special ttention",aceord-
ing to the Pr ident. .

''1hegov ent, through the
Department f Social [Welfare]
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assist oil spill-af ected Milnidor tow
and Development, is p~ared
to provide various forms of as-
sistance to families and individ-
u~ affected by the oil spill
caused by the submerged MT
Princess Empress in Oriental
Mindoro," Marcos saidina state-
moot.

M/T Princess Empress was
reported to be loaded with
800,000 liters of industrial fuel
prior to the incident.

Reports indicated that the
vesselexperienced engine trou-
blebtoughtbyoverheatingwhile
in 1iransitto Iloiloprovince from
Bal:aan province, causing it to
drlfttowardsBalingawanPoint
in Naujan, .

It then partially sank due to
ro~ghseaconditionsuntilitfully
submerged on Wednesday.

TwentycrewmembersofM/
T Princess Empress were res-
cued.

Marcos .d the government,

withtheP . ·ppineCoastGuard
(PCG) se . g as the lead agen-
cy, is cI ly monitoring the
developm ts.

The tofEnviron-
ment and a al Resources
(DENR)is . . worlcingwith
the Interna ional Maritime Or-
ganization d the Department
of the In . randLocalGovem-
ment (DIL ) to provide sup-
port and etermine specific
needs.

'We
corporatio like Petron and
Shell, who have offered their
help by I ding us the needed
equipmen to mitigate the im-
pact of th oil spill," Marcos
said.

Earlier rid~, the National
Disaster . k Ekiuction and
Managem t C uncil ordered
the creatio of" task force that
willmonit rt¥ pactoftheoil
spill.

Task force member-agencies
include the Mimaropa officesof
the DENR, PILG, DSWD, De-
partment of Health (DOH),
Bureau of Fire Pro .on, Phil-
ippine National Police, PCG-
Southern Tagalog Distri.c ,
Armedforcesofthef'hilippines
SouthemLuzonCommandiln
Mimaropa local govemm~nt
units.

To date, shoreline aSS{
ients and containment of the

s~lill are being done by FCG
teams. .

The spill had reached the
coastal areas of the municipal-
ities ofPol a, Pinamalayan, Nau-
j~l1,and Bongabong in Oriental

lindoro, according to la :est
reports,

. In a statement on Friday,
DENR Secretary Toni Yulo-
qp¥zaga said it is crucial to
Mcate the vessel and model the
potential flow of oil in order to

------ ---~-
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B utfsta nganga, oi spill
pinahihigop sa Ia an

HINDI kakayanin ng Department 0 Tra~sponation
(DOn-) na makontrol ang oil spill a Oriental Min-
doro kaya magpapasakiolo sila sa J panese govern-
ment na matanggal ito sa karagaran.

Sinabi ni DOTr Secretary Jai e Bautista na
makikipag-ugnayan siya sa Japan se Embassy at
Japan International Cooperation A ency (JICA) sa
Lunes upang magpatulong sa paglili is ng 011spill.

"Siguro hihingi kami ng tulong a J1anese go-
vernment dahil nabanggit sa akin nin ni Sena-
tor (Francis) Tolentino na malaki an ka yahan ng
Japanese government na matulungan tayo para hindi
masyado kumalat 'yong oil spill sa at ng ga islands
dito sa Mindoro," wika ni Bautista s isan news fo-
rum nitong Sabado.

Dasal ng kalihim, huwag umabot a Ve de Island
Passage sa Batangas ang oil spill da isa tong pro-
tected area.

Tiniyak naman ng DOn- secretary a ginagawa ng
Maritime Industry Authority (Marina ang kanilang
trabaho para masigurong ligtas an lahar ng bu-
mibiyaheng pampasahero at cargo ve sel.

"Meron, merong mga ganung ta r n matanda
na pero may requirement na pinapatu ad a Marina
na dapat magkaroon ng mas matibay na il 1m," ani
Bautista.

Noong nakaraang Manes ay lum bog sa kara-
gatan ng Naujan, Oriental Mindoro a g MT Princess
Emfress na kay kargang 800,000 litr ng lndustrialfue oil.
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'H eyes JMan 1help to conta "n indoro-oil spill
E Philippine govern- A PCG report also said na malaki g k4ayahan ng

m t is looking at tapping the oil leak was starting to Japanese overnmanr na
Ia an to help contain a affect three villages in matulungan tayo para hindi

~~e:&~3~~ :p~ Cal,~,y~n~n~b~~·t Guard ;n~d?~g atin~a1~1:! ~ i.«
s t of the tanker MIf Prin- nandoon. Tinitignan nila Mindoro," h ad. The estern
c Empresscapsizing off kung papaano pigilan pa Bautista mt anwhile, Visayu) shared this
th coast of Naujan town 'yong pagkalat ng Iangls, said an inv tiga on is un- photo of its oil spill moni-on FebIUaIy28. Sana ay nuwag umabot sa derwayon e sunken tank-

Department of Trans- Verde Island dahil ito ay er,which wa carryingabout toring in Caluya, An-
po tatlon (DOTr) Secre- protected area natin," Bau- 800,000liters of fuel oil, and tique,OI~Saturday.Photo
t Jaime Bautistaon Sat- tista said at the Saturday which repo edly capsized courtesy of PCG-WV
ur ay said the PhiliEPine News ForuminQuezonCity. due to engin trouble. [Maritim,~ Industry Au-
Co st Guard (PCL) is Ve:deIslandis localEdre. "Ang si asaj. napa- thori!Yl" he said.
wo king with relevant tween Batangasprovinceand kalakas d g alon. Mindoro and PaIawan
ag des to contain and re- PuertoGak!pinGi>ntaIMirdcroMabuti at 'y ng ga crew are home to world-famous
coy theslick,butthespill "Siguroayhiillngikaming ay nasagip n d adaang divesitesknownfortheirrich
has already reached an- tuIong sa Japanese govern- sasakyan. Iy n a iniimb- marine biodiversity! coral

,--o_thl't:r=ar=e=a_in-=th=e~r=ovm::-ri_ce=.=im=t=en=::tq::ahiI=·=i=na=b::an=~·=t=sa==ak:in·==e=s=ti::::ah=an~::a:t"n""'t1-:I=liN=A==reefs===,=an==-d~~ creatuJ:ei;.PNA
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I Caluya, Antique ang oil Sinabi n Ma~~e ex-
spill mula sa lumubog na perts na 24, 00 ektarya
tanker sa Oriental Min- ng coral reef ea sa Min-
doro, ayon sa Philippine doro provinc s ay "at risk
Coast Guard. from the oil ill,"

A yon ~abatid
sa PCG na.f.1ang
District in a t a s a n
We s te rn na hi Pan-
Visayas, gulong
a n g 9 iI Ferdinand
spill a y 'Bongbong'
na-moni- Marcos Jr.
tor na sa an mga
shorelines a h n s y a
sa Caluya: ng fama-
Sitio Sa- h a a a n
bang, Brgy. Tinogboc na sakloloh nag mga
(lkm); Liwagao Island, apektadong pa~]¥a at
Brgy. Sibolo (2km); indibidwal s oil s ill.
and Sitio Tambak, Brgy. "Special att ntion
Semira~a (2km)., will be give to the af-

Nit9ng Martes lu- fected fisher Ik who will
mubog ang MT Princess be losing t eir source
Empress na kargado ng of livelihood because of
800,000 litro ng industri-the oil spill,' sinabi nito.
al fuel Sabahagi ng Nau- (Catherine eyes)
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Oil spill reaches A nque

ILOILbCITY- The Philippine and Tambak Be jamin said
- Coast uard (PCG)confirmed that Caluya is around 129
yester 1 ~y that the oil spill kilometers fro Oriental
from a anker that sank off the Mindoro,
coast 0 fDriental Mindoro has Com m a J 0 ni e
reache Antique, . Belarmino, PC regional

The qG-Western Visayas mar i nee n vir 0 n men t
District ffice said that bunker commander sa' d that the
fuel w s seen in Caluya, a bunker fuel ill u dergotests
town cOfPosed of island to confirm i it i from M/T
barang ys off the coast of the Empress, I
northw stern part of Antique Eighteen d urn bf bunker
provine fuel have bee coll cted in the

Com and e r J a n s e n three affecte bar ngays. PCG
Benja on, PCffi regional is installing 01 sP'llbooms to
informa ion offiger, said in a prevent its spr ad,
virtual bless cOljlference on M/TPrincess m:p e scarrying
Saturd<w that thick .bunker 800,000 liter of unker fuel
fuel reached the island- sank off the cast of Oriental
barangays ofSemirara, Sibolo, Mindoro on Fe ,28, (tara Yap)

I:=J
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PC : Oil pill sa Oriental Mind rp
urnabot na sa Caluya, Antiq e
Umabot na ang tagas ng langis sa karagatang op ng

Caluya, Antique mula sa lumubog na oil tanker sa ental
Mindoro.

Ayon sa Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) District esteq
Visaill$ kahapon, na-monitor ang oil spill sa mga bay yin n
Sitio Sabang, Brgy. TInogboc (1Ian); Liwagao Island Brg
Sib% (2km); at Sitio Tambak, Brgy. Semirara (2km) bay
ng Caluya, '

Ang MT Princess Empress ay lumubog na may gan
800,POOlitro ng industrial fuel oil habang ito ay nagl yag~
m~o? na karagatan sa Naujan, Oriental Mindoro noo M
tes. ~iilabi ng peG na ang sasakyang pandagat ay m in
nasa300 metro sa ilalim ng dagat, ngunit ang mga eks rton
diver ay umabot Iamang sa 180 metro ang Ialim.

Pinayuhan ng PCG ang mga residente mula sa apat a m
nisipalidad sa Oriental Mindoro na iwasang mangisda atapos
sabihin ng marine experts na nasa 24,000 ektarya ng co reef
ang may posibilidad na panganib na dala ng kumalat langis
sa gatan. -Lady Bermudo-
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D r. a asaklolo na s #,n
Oil spill sa Mindoro umabot na sa Antiqu e

Kinumlirma nitong sasakyang pandagat ay
Sabado ng hilippine Coast maaanng nasa 300 metro
Guard (PC ) na umabot na sa ilalim ng dagat, ngunit
sa Caluya, Antique ang oil ang mga ekspertong diver
spill mela ~ lumubog na oil ay umabot lamang sa 180
tanker sa arental Mindoro. metro ang lalim.

Ayon s¥ ulat mula sa Pinayuhan ng PCG ang
PCG District Western Vi- mga residente mula sa apat
say'as, na-monitor ang oil na munisipalidad sa Orien-
spill sa m~baYbaYin ng tal Mindoro na iwasang
Sitio Saba Q. Brgy. Tlnoq- mangisda matapos sabihin
boc (1km); agao Island, ng marine experts na nasa
Brgy. Sibol (2km); at Sitio 24,000 ektarya n9 coral
Tambak, 8rgy. 8emirara reef ang may posibilldad na
(2km) sa bayan ng Caluya. panganib na dala ng kum-

Ang MT Princess Em- alat na langis sa karagatan.
press ay lumubog na may Samantala, hihingi ng
kargang 800,000 litro ng tulong ang Department
industrial ~el oil habang· of Transportation (DOTr)
ito ay nagl yag sa rnaalon sa Japanese government
na karaga an sa Naujan, upang mapigilan ang pag-
Oriental Mindoro noong kalat pa ng oil spill sa
Martes. Oriental Mindoro.

__ -.-.:S:..::in:..:.:a::::b~i+=.g~p-:c:..:G~n.::a-=an~g_,~.:...A:!...y:...:..;.onkay DOTr Sec-

retary Jaime Bautista, sa
Lunes ay makikipag-u!J··
nay~n na sila sa Japan91iEl
govemment, sa pamama!,v.
tan 9 Japanese embaS:~'
at I"/g Japan International
COOperationAgency (JICA),
hih~iI dito.

ni Bautista, malaki <ilKJ
ka yahan ng Japane~lE~
go~~ment sa mga gani-
ton kaganapan.

~aasa rin si Bautista
naiindi na makakaabot pa
an dil spill sa Verde Island
sa atangas, na lsang pro-
tectsd area.

Sinabi naman ng ml~a
matil]e experts na mahijgit
~ ~~,OOOhektaryang co 'a~
ree] area sa lalawigan I 1
larl}an!~ ng Mindoro an!1
ma/laring malagay sa pa-
nganib dahil sa natural~!~
oil spill. (Ludy 8ermudonJ elf
La)'son)
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Loyzaga was accompa-
nied by Undersecretary for In-
tegrated Environmental Sci-
ence Carlos Primo David, Dr.
Fernando Siringan of the Uni-
versity of the Philippines Ma-
rineScienceInstitute{up-MSl),
and members ofthe DENROil
SpillTask Force in the surveil-
lance conducted last Friday.

Initial findings estimate
the length of the oil slick to be
25Km, trendin~ NE-SW, and
most of the oil IS confined in
a narrow band of approxi-
mately 300-500 meters.

The potential for the oi

Coral reels, mangrove e gra I;
aHected hv Or.Mindo 0 -I spill

AT least 591 hectares of cor-
al reefs, 1,626 hectares of
mangroyes, and 362 hect-
ares of seagrass/seaweeds
were reported to be r.oten-
tially affected by the oil spill
from the Mf Princess Em-
press vessel, which sank in
Oriental Mindpro last week.

This was~ed from the
aerial surveill ce and site
assessment c ducted by De-
partment of nvironment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary Antonia
Loyzaga of th10ilspill caused
by the vessel'1 sinking.'-'~~T-----------------~4

to ~aCh northern Palawan
wa also discussed.

ere are also 2110c ally
ma aged marine pro~~Ft-
ed reas (LMMPAs) Idqlt-
ed in the city of Cala pan
(4), towns of Naujan (3),

~

o (7), Pinamalayan (4),
an Gloria (2) in Oriental

. doro Province and lhe
to of Gasan (1) in Mainin-
du ue Province.

, e coastal areas oj the
municipality of Pola lire
observed to be the" st
aff cted" as of this writfng.

_ Cory Martinez
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I DORO OIL SPILLAL...,.-...---...
B Jester

"'a alastas
A House le der said the Lower
Chamberi ready to approve a
suppleme tal budget for im-
mediate a tion and recovery
efforts as f ars of widespread
spillage in Naujan, Mindoro
froma t ercarrying8oo,ooo
liters of oil' ow.

Albay presentative Joey
Salceda, ' of the House
Committ on Ways and
Means, sai his colleagues will
support a roposal to pass a
supplemet budget for this
purpose.

On Feb ary 28, as it sailed
into rough • asoffNaujan,Min-
doro,thePr cessEmpresssank
with its c 0 of BOO,OOO litres
(210,000 g ons) of industrial

fuel oil.
"We are prepared to pro-

pose and enact a supplemental
budget if it comes to that. If the
President requests it, we will
grant it. This is an' event that
could have devastating conse-
flences to fish supply and tour-
ism, and it will definitely affect
hundreds of thousands of fam-
ilies if it gets out of hand,"
Salceda said.

t Salceda was principal au-
or and chairman of the House

ppropriationscommitteedur-
ing the enactment of House Bill
~? 9358, which, among other
things. granted at least P5.4
billion in supplemental appro-
prjations to sectors affected by
the Guimaras Oil Spill in 2006.
"I don't think it will face signif-
i ant resistance in either cham-

ber," Sal eda added .:
"Wh t I think should hap-

pen is, e President assesses
thereso ceswithinhisdispos-
al, and ks Congress for more
ifhed 'thaveenoughin the
budget t dear with an event
like this. In this particular in-
stance, a upplemental budget
would perfectlyunderstand-
able,giv ntrultnoonecanreal-
ly antici ati oil spill," he
added.

Salce a . thatamongthe
sectors at most likely be
affected e tourism sectors
of Batan as, arinduque, and
Mindoro

"TIUs is a crisis waiting to
unfold if ect9l)'tgettocontilin
this earl . That area is very
close to e V rde Island Pas-
sage, w ch h been declared

I
I

as the Center of the Center of
Marine Shorefish Biodiversity.
It is extr mely critical for a-
tional an global fisheries, 1/ he
stressed,

"The rea is even a candi-
date for UNESCO World Her-
itageSite.So,it'salarming at
there are already signs of a
large-scalespill,1I Salceda add-
ed; pointfug to accounts of a
strong smell coming from the
seas, as well as photos from
the Philippine Coast Guard
indicatin~ some oil in the wa-
ter's surface.

Salceda said that a poten-
tial aid package nught involve
assistance to affected fisher-
folk, morf funds (OI clee '1 P,
restorati0/lofmarinebioc rver-
sity, and rehabilitation ( af-
fected to ism sites.
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Dapitha
nasa

MALING sabihin a n ~awala na sa kas ilukuyan ng
dapithapon 0 takipsili sa Mapila Bay. Hindi naman siye pre
aktuwal na nangyayari i o. Matatanaw pa naman dito ang pa lu-
bog 'ng araw pero hindi a mula sa dating mga nakakagawi g
lugar tulad ng sa Roxas oulevard na isang rnahabang lans an
sa pagitan ng Maynila t Parafiaque.

I , I I Makikita rin ita m la sa mga establisimento 0 gusal na
nakatayo sa paligid ng baybatin ng Manila Ba~1na siye pre

ay hindi jiaman madaling pasukin ng sinuman. Kahit nakateyo ka sa mga dalam.pasig ng
mga katabing lalawigan ng Bataan at Cavite ay maba anaagan pa rin ang pagl ubog ng w
sa Manila Bay na 1.'sa sa magagandang tanawin sa ating bansa~a napabantog sa 'imong mu do.

.Tila nga lang nakalulungkot na papaliit nang papaliit hal? g tumatagal hanggang sa h ndi
'na makita ahg tanawin sa Manila Bay Ialo na para sa ga ~ na nakahiligang mamasy sa
kahabaan ng Roxas Boulevard. Mapapansin ita ng mg na Ifakad'O nag-eehersisyo 0 tu a-
tambay sa pader-dagat rito.

Pinakaaabangan pa naman nangmaraming tao na umadayo sa lugar na ita ang paglu
ng araw bago kumagat ang dilim. Saksi rito ang mga I w~n sa mga babasahin at sa inte
at mga vide~ at pelikula na nagrerehistro sa kagandah nlf da ithapon sa Manila Bay at i g
mga tanawin dito tulad ng mga alon sa karagatan, nags a~a na mga dahon ng punong ni og,
paglalayag ng mga bangkang pangisda at barko, nagli\ ara mga ibon, at iba pH. Mali pa
nga noon na may mga naliligo rito lalo na sa malapit s U IS mbassy.

(Sundan sapag 4)-~--~-

isa. rnag-isi at 11la",hanapng kahit
sandaling atahimikan.

Nakatu ulonz naman sa eko-
l'f I .nomiya an n1g~ ~ec amanon na

ita at ang mga Itllnayo doon. na
Olga impr str~ktu~a at establisi-
mente na agbibi ay ng trabaho
sa marami g tao a bagong opor-
tunidad sa amum~' hunan. Minsan
ngang dui ating 19 panahon na
itinayo sa ROfa~ oulevard ang
tinawag n Bab'vYak pero tumagal
lang ito n ilaf19 ~jon.

Sana in, na1akatulong ang
mga recla ration at ibang unlad
na ginaga a sa ~amla Bay para
maibsan g pol~YOn na surmra
sa karag an nit . Pumangit na
rin nama ang R xas Boulevard
sa pagda n 11g n}ahabang pana-
hon kasa ay n ila unti-unting
pagkawa a ~g t nawin habang
lumulubo a g a aw.

Nagi g t IYo ayan na ito ng
Olga taon p I~b yo pulubi , ang
mga datjng na akalat na mga
banko ro n na ahingahan sana
ng mga I amEn:? yal sa lugar ay
ginawan ban~n~barong ng Olga
walang n auwian at pinamurnugu-
ran na rii ng ilang mga kriminal.

Emai .rnib 12x@gmail.com

Pe 0, habang lumilipas ang
mahabellg panahon at pa~-unlad
ng kaeihasnan, rnararm nang
llaisagrwang reclamation 0 pag-
talabo~ ng Iupa sa karagalan ng
Manila Bay kasabay ng pagtalayo
ng iba't ibang klase ng mga IIn-
prastruktura, gusali , pampubliko
o prib~dOng pasilidad 0 establi-
simen 0 rito.

A patuloy na nadadagdagan
haba~ tumatagal ang mga rec-
larnat on at mga im~rastruktura
na ito Hindi na nga {Ill malayang
mat a aw ang paglubog ng araw
mula sa likuran ng Rizal Park 0
LUlle\3 sa hangganan ng Manila
Bay maliban na lang kung papasok
sa isalsa mga establisimentong na-
katayo roon na meron dill namang
mga /imitasyon. Ang kahabaan
ng Roxas Boulevard laic na sa
padet-dagat nito ay hindi na tulad
ng d3ti noong araw na makakaklta
ng Olga taong gusto lang rnapag---r=----~~~--

o "nagll1~.lah
tinila B~lY?
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CEMEX !PUSHES SUSTAINABLE DEVELOP E : Cemex Philill)l!)ines
executives recently paid a visit to Departmentof Environ en, and Natural ReS41)IJrCeS
Secretary Maria~ntonia Loyzaga to discuss opport m~iB tor ccllaboratlon on
sustainable devel ' pment initiatives. During the visit, t e 0 pany's global climate
action strategy s discussed. It focuses on promot n stainable operations
through various initiatives which include reducing C02 emi$sions, increasi rig the
use of renewable energy, promoting eco-friendly products and contributil1!SIto a
circular economy. In photo are (from left) CemexPhilippines public affairs m~nnager
Lysander Castillo, VPSantiago Ortiz, Environment Secretary MariaAntonia Lolfi~aga,
Cemex PhilippineS president Luis Franco, and DENRU ders cretaries Juan II"ig~el
Cuna and Igna~ Loyola ROdriguez.



knuencers, vloggers and digital
content creators, generating the'
curiosity and interest of netizens
rho promised to see for them-
~elves the unique attraction.

By Julie S. Al'pala
@alipalajulieI Q

L
AM'TAN ITY,BASILAN-
Amid a 1 dscape of trees
and other greenery at Sitio
Panansan in Barangay

Ub,t. here is a olorful flower gar-
den that has d awn thousands of
visitors since it was opened to
the public in S ptember 2019·

. The flow rs are actually
f~shioned fro discarded plas-
tic1bottles, w ich are nonbiode-
gradable, he e, each is dubbed
the "forever lip."

To Basila locals and out-
siders alike, the' ~ise of the
13,hectare co logical park,
with the "for ver tulip" garden
as its main ttraction, adds to
the growing indications of the
province's eparture from a
conflict-torn pasttoward a rev-
ving momeni m for progress.

I I.. th I .na rece t VISlt, e nquir-
er chanced pon couple Nanny
and Ashra M atad enjoying the
sight of the I lastic tulips. They
said they pl ned to have their
prenuptial p oto shoot here.

"It's bea! tiful here. We see
~lastics put 0 good use an? we
<!ljealso surr unded by fruit trees
~d real flo ers," said Ashra, a
? tive of ne by Tuburan town.
I "We nee, parks like this, we
need ideas l'ke this, so our peo- 'I
ple will no 1 nger need to travel I
to enjoy thi kind of scenery,"
Ashraadde

On sod
has been "fl
j

Lamitan's pride
Mayor Roderick Furigay

~aid the ecological park had, in-
deed, become one of Lamitan's
sources of pride.l In the last two years, over
30,000 people had logged to

r

have visited the park, mostly
.drawn into the Forever Tulip
Garden which, with a Dutch
windmill erected near it, has a
European ambiance.

The park also features a mu-
seum promoting Yakan culture
and history. .

Visits to the park slowed
down during the pandemic-in-
duced community lockdowns
in 2020 and 2021.

I' Engineer Raquel Hibionada,
head of the local government's
General Service Office, recalled

f that the park was established in
2016 as part of Lamitan's com-
prehensive waste disposal man-
agement program that sought to
institutionalize garbage segrega-

I
tion at source to make it easy to
identifythe materials that can still
be recycled or upcycled.

"Our nature here is still un-
tap Bed and if we allow people
to become irresponsible in their
waste disposal, we might end
up With bigger problems.in the

media, the garden future," Hibionada said.
ed" or promoted by Through its Brigada Basura
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ent
mbarked on a massive Infer-
ation drive among hous holds,

commerdal establishme ts, of-
ees and schooh: across 4 villag-

es to ensure that garbag segre-
gation becomes, a norm among
the city's 100,150 reside s (2020
census), who generate bout 8
tons of waste monthly.

Of the 13-lila.area, hich is
located some g, kilomet rs from
the city center, 4 ha are devoted
to solid waste manage ent ac-
tivities such as vermi ompost-
ing for collected agricul ral and
food waste, recovery of ate rials
for recycling or upcy [ing, and
containment of residu waste.

The rest of the par is plant-
ed with assorted frui -bearing
trees like miracle fru t, pome--~--10 and guava, and a n mber of
flowering plants.

"Nothing is wast d here,"
Furigay said of how t e facility
processes the materia s brought
there.

Consumption abit
Ignacio Samihon, 53, a park

worker assigned to andle re-
sidual waste and m erials for
upcycling, said that hrough a
detailed analysis of trash that
end up in the facili ,"we no-
ticed that we have been col-
lecting more [plast c] bottles
daily," the big bul of which
are from bottled wafr.

Other cC)llected lastic bot-
tles were for vinega , soy sauce
and soda.
~_The trend had 10 al officials
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~AI N.ATTRACTlo~~.~~elarden of faux flowers (top photo)
IS the central attr,ac.tl 'If t e Lamitan City Ecological Park whic
~a~g~:~ome a favont ,I I U getaway for locals since it opened

.~. -PHOTOS ~yJUL ,IP LA AND LAMITAN CITY GOVIRNMI!NT ~
~,

orrying ascity residents were ~an , mixed with ceme;'~t,'sand
otknown as heavy consumers an gravel.
f bottled water because sourc- Visitors,who need n t pay to
s of water, especially from a enter the park,canrest o bench-
ost of springs, are available. es adeofsalvagedme", scraps.
Inspired by what she saw I

n her travels abroad, the late • Challenge
ormer MayorRoseFurigayde- When the gard In was
ided to put into gooduse every .op ned, Mayor Rose, ssued a
lastic bottle collected while ch lengeto the people:[,Letthis
lso vowing to keep locals con- be a reminder for all I be ac- '
tantly reminded of the need to tiVEYinvolvedin the paign
hange their consumption be- a~' st single-useplas Ic.Let us
avior, Samihonsaid. I all be part of this cam "gn and
This thinking shaped the sa~no to plasticnow."

orever TulipGarden initiativ~, . Shehad hoped thal1the gar-
ith the former mayor, fondly de's size would just tay that

calledby IDeasas "Mayor Rose" w~y.
and who led the local govern- ButHibionadareve led that
ment from 2013 to 2022, intend- three years since it w s estab-
ing it to continually drumbeat lis ed, the garden had rown to
the long drawn-out war against al ost 50,000 flowers I indicat-
single-useplastics. in ' an increasing use f plastic

The environmental cam- b ~les in the city, a d point-
paigner Greenpeace ranks the in to the need to w rk more
country among the top plastic to change people's abits as
polluters throughout the world, c nsumers.
a big contributor to the surging But local official remain
'volume of plastic waste thdt st adfast in continu y giving
ends up in the oceans. li to Mayor Rose's "Abante

When it was opened to the 'tall, AtrasBasura" attlecry,
public in 2019, the circular gar- h peful that in the 10 ger run,
den had 26,877 flowers from. ough persistent c paigning,
discarded plastic bottles that p pple will choose w t is best·
were cut and painted purPlf' f1 ecologicalsustaina ility.
orange, ivory, yellow, blue. ' "Unless we do s mething
pink and red, and then each is a out it, this garden will be-
attached to a bamboo stick to come the largest tulip' arden in
make it stand on the ground. tHe country and will continue
At the center of the garden is a td do so in the next century,"
heart-shaped patch of red. reads a signage that reets ev-

Footpaths are also made of ery visitor to the see ing gar-
plastic scraps that are shredded dtn of conscience.INQ
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C extracts 90,000~--~~~-,~~~-
from San

Y JAMES A. L VOLA

San Mi uel Corporation (SMC) reported that
its cleanu of the 15-kilometer San Juan River a
m.ain tribu ary of the P~sig River, is well underw~y,
Withover 9 ,000 metnc tons of silt and solid waste
already ex racted.

In a pr ss statement, SMCPresident and CEO
Ramon S.A g said the effort, which is part of SMC's

much larger Pasig River
cleanup initiative, has
successfully removed

waste that have been
choking different sec-
tions of the river that

spans the cities of Ma-
nila' Mandaluyong, San
Juan, and Quezon city.

Since work com-
menced last October,
Ang said that SMC's
crews have cleaned

up a total of 3.1 kilo-
meters, covering sections of

the river fro Sta. Mesa to Sta. Ana, San Juan
to Mandalu ong, and from Dona Imelda to
Tatalon in Q] ezon City. ,

From jus 0.5 to 1.5meters, dredged areas
now have de ths of 2.5 to four meters en-
abling impro ed water flow and the carriage
of a higher v lume of floodwaters.

The effor has also resulted in the widen-
ing of portio s of the river that were partially
blocked by s ockpiled materials from con-
struction acti ities.

~n~ s.aid t at its San Juan River cleanup,
which I~ ISun ertaking with the Department
of Pubhc Wor s and Highways (DPWH) De-
partment of nvironment and Natural Re-
sources .(DEN !, and local goverf\ment units
(LGU), IS cru Ial to maintaining the gains
that SMChas lready made in cleaning up the
Pasig River.

This is no the first time that SMC has
cleaned up th San Juan River. In previous
years; eve? b fore the company launched
ItS major nve rehabilitation advocacy, SMC
had funded t e reconstruction of the San
Juan River brid e or Pinaglabanan Bridge and
cleanup of the San Juan River, aspart of its
Skyway Stage project.

The compa y also extended the scope of
that initial effo to cover the Tatalon and Ta-
layan ar.eas in uezon City, which was prone
to floodmg dur ng heavy rain.

In 2021, SMCal 0 extracted some 11,850
ton of waste from the mouth of the San
Juan River, wh nits Pasic River rehab effort
reached the Sa Juan junction.

Th initiatrve Is part of SMC's ongoing ef
fort to clean up the Pasig River, in partn rship
with the national and local go ernment ,tc
h~lP mitigate flooding in major Metro Manila
ci ies and improve the water quality and navi-
g bilityof the historic but long-pollute river

FrqI?July 2021 to Fehruaryz023, Ang sai
t t S~C has already removed bver one mil-
li n metric tons of silt and waste from vario s
se tions of the Pasig River that have beeom
too shallow, following years of silt and solid
waste buildup.

These include the mouth 0 the n zer in
M nila ay, the Lagur~'l Lake rea, and the
ju ctions of the Marikina and San Juan river

From depths of just 1 to 3 meters at the ,tart
of he project, critical sections of the Pasig Rver
no measure five to six -meters deep allow n for
th im roved flow of more floodwaters a t tr the
M nila Bay during the rainy sea on.

SM 's first massive river r habilitation and
flood mitigation initiative was launche i n 2 0,
and was targeted at clea nng up the Tuna Ian R er,
Th project was completed in 2022 an reme ed
o r 1. 2.million tons of silt and solid waste <rom
an 11-kilometer expanse.

The initiative has resulted in better flood r ti-
gation in flood-prone areas in Navotas, Male, n,
Va enzuela, and Caloocan.

Rec ntly, SMCtogether with the DENRar j the
pr vinfFal and local gOVE!rnmens of Bu acar ilso
started cleanup efforts for major river, y tel in
the pr vince, which is also kno to be ror to
flo d,
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S C orongkodo no poghol
Sinimulan na rin ng San

M~ tiel Corporation (SMC) ang
pa lilinis sa San Juan River na
na a 15 kilometro ang haba at
is I sa mga pangunahing dalu-
ya ng Pasig River.

Inihayag ng SMC na ma-
hi' it 90,000 tonelada na ng
m' a burak at solid waste ang
na alukay sa isinasagawang
pa lilinis sa nasabing [log. .

IAyon kay SMC president at
C 0 Ramon S. Ang, bahagi ito

ng mas malaking Pasig Riv r
cleanup initiative ng komp -
nya kung saan matagumpa
nilang nahalukay ang mga b -
marang basura mula sa iba t
ibang lugar na dinadaluya
ng ilog sa Maynila, Mand -
luyong, San Juan at sa Qu
zon City.

Sinimulan aniya ang pa -
lilinis noong Oktubre at s
ngayon ay nasa 3.1 kilometr
na ang nahalukay.

Nabatid na hindi ito a g
unang pagkakataon na nili is
ng SMC ang San Juan River

Sa mga nakaraang tao ,
sabi ni Ang, ay naglunsad a
rin ang SMC ng major riv r
r~"habilitation a vocacy t
pinondohan ang pagpapa - .
y?S ng Sa!,1Juan River Brid e
o Ii>inaglabanan Bridge g -
yyndin ang paglil'nis sa il g
mto bilang bahagi ng Skyw Y

.Stage 3 project.
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