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An mter agene

Princess Eimpress. |
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iﬁu families affected by the oil
Lmagm Islpnd, the PCG said. !

in other as sisyettobecunm‘med
L ation of the inter-agency
task force was ordered by the National

Disaster
ment Cou

Reduction and Manage-
i1 (NDRRMC) “to address

the impact jof the oil spill, mqmtur'

deve ts, lmplement measures
that would comtain the spread of the
oll spill, r r the spilled fuel, and
conduct emdrgency response activities
tﬂi;e the area :Ehat may he affa:tffd by

 force will be led by the
Deferrse (OCD) mmh'rta~

or Eugene Cabrera. The

rdembﬂz—-ag ies include the Mima-
ropa offices of the Department of the
Environment and Natural Resources

(DENR), Degartiment of the Interior
and Local Government (DILG), De-'
partment ofizne:ial Welfare and De-

velopment (IPSWD), and Department
of Health (DOH),

Also included are the regional of-
fices and responders of the Bureau
of Fire Protection (BEP), Philippine
National Pelice (PNP), PCG South-
ern Tagalog District, Armed Forces
of the Philippines-Southern Luzon

Command (AFP-SolCom), and local
government yni nits (LGUs).
|Tnapress efing, the PCG District

Visayas said it has create im'

e _.:a : i : = 1
“Our ps {uI the gmund| :
Caluya, Anti .ﬁ.m:]q has verified and puhl—

‘task force at the
national government level has been
created to unify efforts in containing
the oil spill in Naujan, Oriental Min-
doro and other affected areas follow-
ing the sinking of motor tanker {Mi‘]

The creation of the task force came

There are around 600 residents or

- ensuried that assistance was o

amid the rav
Coast Guard _{ (
4, that ﬂ'lenﬂqpill

coastal wﬂtershf 1
Antique— apprum

age area in MNabija
A report
Western Visayas
was detected-l§
of Sitio Sabang i

tively confirmed that Lheré is

pact of oil in the shorelines|of Semir-
aﬁ!mﬂ Eﬁ]nya Grﬂup'ﬂ_[ Islands,”
said Commander Jansen nj' min,
public i_ufnrmaj:mn u-ffn:er chief of

inan inﬁtﬁnt, it will really
lems. It is really an alarmi
because of the sheer mlum

say that, yes, it's

Commander Jonie Eela;r 5 ma
chief of PCG Dls-trn:t Weste VAS
Planning Section and commarnder
of Marine Environmental F; i

Force-Western Visayas, s pp
Benjamin’s concerrs,

{thas_impacted the ahnrelj e, We
see also some ol on the surl
sald, “We h_‘é:a!‘: this as alarmi

it can damage the livelih

people in the area. Yes, It's alarming
but it's controllable.” -

The PCG District Western Vis j,rns
said 10 segments of oil spill b

skimmer, and 15 respﬂnders t
on oil spill containment operations
were deployed to Antigue Lo ent
the spi fmm spreading to ofher
areas. Caluya is a.ppmnmqie]
nautical miles from the world

Boracay Island in Malay, A!-IIT

Assistance vowed
Meanwhile, President Marco
sured families and individuals aff
by the oil spill that the govern:
ready Lo assist them, parﬁctﬂn%]l.}ly ]
fisherfolk in the area. {
In a series of tweets, the

those who might have been dffec :
by the spillage of diesel fuel. |

——

ve areas in Cail.q. B
iately 70 nautical
miles or 129 kilometers from the spill-

he PCG Di_'a'tridt
aid the oil spill
coastlines

' Earangagr 2 '?

He added that the Palace was in
close ccordination with the PCG,'
‘which < leading afforts to 22 “dress
the oil spill.

“Thez government, through the
DSWD, s prepared to provide various
forms "ok assistance to families and

individuals affected by the oil spill
caused h].l:thﬂsubm d MT Princess
Empres; in Oriental Mindoro, " Mar-

oos said. *We are closely moniforing
‘the situation with the [PCG| as the
Ieaﬁ’ngeupg Special attention will'be
to the affected fisherfolls who
‘!'.'.ﬂ]]hiiusingth&ir solrce of Hvelihpod
hecause of the oil spill.”
Apcording to:thé President, the
ﬁﬂm is already wurk;ng with the

. Iternat onal Maritime Organization
- {IMO) ard the DILG.

“[Tl‘u'y] are read].r to provide sup-
port to the local government and de-
termine thelr specilic needs,” he said.

Marcos likewise thanked private
corporations, like Petron and shell,
which have offered their help by lend-
ing the gevernment the nesded eqaip-
ment to mitigate the oil spill’s Linpact.

The D3WD, thraugh its fleld oifice
in Mimaropa (Oriental Mindoro, Oc-
cidental Mindoro, Marinduque, Fom-
blon, Palawan ) will provide assistznge
tuiaml]les affected by the oil spill,

Based on the initial report, a’r*ﬁ ted
families from six municipalit
namely Naujan, Pola, Pinamal: 15,an
Bongabong, 'Gloria, 'anﬂ Bansud will
receive faimily food packs.

The DEWD-Mimaropa has prepo-
sitioned orer B78.6 million worth of
standby and stockpile funds consist-
ing of apyroximately £2 £00 family
food packs and standby funds worth
£7.2 million, which can be tapped
to supplement the ‘e to the
affected municipalities in Oriental
Mindore. (With a report from Ellzlyn
de Vera-Ruiz)
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By Joay Marzan,
Cennie Fernandez-B
and Madmlma T. Vi
@inquirerﬁp ayas.

ILOILG  CITY—The _
fram the tanker MT Empress
Frincess that sunk o Naujam,
Oriental Mihdors, on Eeli 28
has already teached the igland
lown of Caluya, betwekn Min-
doro and Panay, anly
nautical miles west of
Tsland in Aklan,

According to Com, Jansen
EBenjamin, phblic  infotmatidn
afficer of the Phillppin (Coast
Guard (PCG) | Western
District, the POC was 5
solidating actial figures,

Bul-he said the PCG ktation
if Semirara, one of the fve is.
lands of Caluya, reporedd that
the oil spil has so far affecred
at least a fve-kilometer tretch
of coastline -t{;!ven'ng thipe wil-
Tages in the island,

The  sitwation in
towty, which I8 parr of
province i Fanay, w.
SAme as that in several foast-
al towns of Uhiental - jii dorg;
where officials have alreg i de-
clared staies of calamiity,

The location of the sinken
Empress Princess was g ver
known ar press tilne, bud it is
believed ro be 91 NM {about 150
kilotneters) away, in the Tablas
Strajt F

e R

- reac

The tanker was

lofly From

at leasr thr
selg wera di
alongwith oj
ol skimimer
materizls, phi

The copst

tooTdingred
panies, lile
and Power

OHLY WATERS A ¢ rew of the
Water samples from an il spill
tal Mindoro, —pHoTo cou

shoreline
ediately and
Coast Cigrd ves:.
tehed to the areg
spill boom defense,
dnd oil abeorbent
5 15 lespandets.
guard hasz also
with private com-
Semirara Mining

prp., which volun-

RTESY OF PR

Bataan, carrying
Boo,000 liters {about 5,000 bar-
rels) of industrial il when it
sark past & j.m, of Feb, 28,

1%

the Philippine Coa 5tGua
nthewatars off Naujan, Orien-

bound for tected assistance,

Benjamin said
sufficient experien
cleanups and the
sayas unit wag the

enced hecause: af
oil spills that have occurred in

the region, |
-The ‘bigguse
when a1 million
Ker fliel spilled|in
Guifuaras Island
sinking uf MT 50
The Marine Science Insti.
tute: of the Universicy of the
Philippines rejease
bulletin about the
ported the oil slick ¢ bo araund

d collects

the PCE had
ce in-oil spill
Western Vi-
WSt experd-

€ numberiof

a5 in. 2006

liters of bun-
the waters off

llowing the

1.

o Eriday a
il and re-

25 km iln-l'!g and between gog
and 500 Ineters wide.

i l;ﬂ'.?’“ relig
The|institute also warned
other egastal o, [ Qriental
Mindore as well a5 ¢y Island
N Palawan to orepare for the
slickrearhing their 551y
Iis Mindoro's capic | of Cala--
pan Gity, argund 10 500 affectad
familics began roc=ivi I SOVern-
ment relief.| consistin: of foad
packs and cash-for vk Lrants,
Soclal Welfare oo iy Rex
Satchalian saict o1 St day,
Gatchallan armived in the
city at the behes: o CUrieptal
Midore |Gav. I1ime g Do
lar who appeale o1 Funilieg
- in the towns of 1 ij=n, Pola,
Bongabong, [Pinamalavan apd
Bulalacan) |
Aside from the - Ty T
li=f President Mar s ¢ “‘spe-

al attention will b= giver 1y phe
atfected Atherfoll
bosing their source of 1
because of the oil <

The President -
monitoring the s
had already taske::
ment of Environnien! a1 Nap
tezitk Resourees te vork with tlee
lniermational Maritime ¢ “zami
2ation aud the Deparci=ng.of
the Interior and Local Crvern-
ment 1o support ofl i Cials. —urrw
A FEPORT FROM MEST | o

e will be
elilweod

it was
iLuation and
par['_

(AALES
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| Three barangays in Caluya lown
in Antique have been affected by the
oil spill from the motor tanker MT
Princess Empress that sank off the
coast of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

I'he Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
llﬁpﬂ-ﬂ?d yesterday that coastal cleanup
rﬂ.es were conducted in Sitio Sabang
in Barangay Tinoghboc, Barangay Sibolo
in Liwagao Island and Sitio Tambak in
arangay Semirara.

Around 150 families or 600 residents
of Liwagao lsland were affected by the
oil spill, the PCG said.

| As of yesterday, the volume of oil that
had reached Sitio Sabang was around 10
drums and "light or minimal” in Sitio
Tambak, according to the Marine Environ-

ental Protection Command of the PCC
g}ﬂc& in Western Visayas.

jonie Belarmino, PCC-Western Visayas
Marine Environmental Protection Force
commander, said the oil spill could not
b? contained using spill booms because

big waves.

| “0nl spill booms are applicable anly if
the waves’ height is .5 meters or less. Since
the reported waves were three to four
meters, oil spill booms are of no use. They
cannot stop or redirect the movement of
0il.” Belarmino said.

The molor tanker was loaded with
800,000 liters of industrial fuel when it sank.

ansen Benjamin, P'CG-Western Visavas
:sp[];kﬁ-upersnn, said the wind condition
and direction of the current have spared
Boracay lsland from the possible havoc of
the oil spill.

#Enjaminsajd the oil spill does not also
present any threat to Iloilo and Negros
-Dci:iclental.

20,000 hectares
| of coral reefs at risk

PCG spokesman Rear Admiral Ar-
mand Balilo said the agency is focusing on

| About ?.B.Wﬂ
8,900 hectares of mangroves and 6,000

saving marme prm'ﬁhad areas in NduJB‘H y
Bf-*nﬁﬂli reefg'

indoro 0|l %
3 baran ays
‘in Anti

| By ROBERTZON RAMIHEZ and JEHH

food packs si
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hectares of seagrass mav be affected b}rthe
nil slick, th Umvemlty of the Phili
Marine S-ch{::: Tnstitute (UP-MSI) said in

d statement issued yeslerday,
The LIP-
and Culior

] said coral reefs in Coron
in Palawan as well as in 13

‘municipalifjes in Oriental Mindoro, two

towns in Ocgidental Mindoro and Caluya
in Antique are at risk.

Environmental group Oveana said the
owner of the MT Princess Empress should
pay for the damage caused by the oil spill
and fund the rehabilitation of protected
areas.

Qceana J’hilippim}s vice president
Gloria Ramps said aquatic pollution is
pums_lmblejuxlde:r the Fisheries Code,
Clean Water Act and Oil Pollution Law.

She said ¢oncerned local government
units can file criminal and civil charges
against the vt&;&el OWTar.

The Department of Environment and
Matural Bespurces said the sunken MT
Princess Empress is owned by RDC Rei-
eld Marine Services Inc.

Supplemental
budget, DSWD aid

Meanwhile, the House of Representa-
tives 1s prepated to approve a supplemen-
tal budget to help mitigate the impact of
the oil spill, House committee on ways
and means chairman and Albay Rep. Joey
Salceda said.

“"This js anjevent that could have dev-
astating consgquences to fish supply and
tourism and fwill definitely affect hun-
dreds of thousands of families if it gets
out of hand,” Balceda said.

Department of Sotial Welfare and
Development|Secretary Rex Gatchalian
started ves v the disfribution of aid
under the DSWD's Assistance to Individu-
als in Crisis Situations and cash- fur—wm'k
programs to ailifected families.

Catchalian $aid more than 7,000 fami-
Lies in Naujan, Pola,_l’mamal&}rmﬁmng
abong; Ciloria and Bansud have received

March 3. ~ With Janvic
Crisostomo, Jose Rodel

Clapano |
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Environmental disaster

Last BEriday as its beaches
and surrounding waters turned
black, with dead fish washing
ashore, the town of Pola in Oxi-
ental Mindoro declared a state
of calamity, Neighboring towns
are considering a similar move
as their fisherfolk confronted
the pusslb]e loss of their Liveli-
hood over|a prolonged period
while the government tries to
contain a growing oil spill from

a sunken {anker. Tourism has
a_lsn sutfered in the areas d:e:f:bed
with beacH resorts,

As of Friday, the Depariment

of Environment and Natural

Resources |es I:imated the area
of the oil slick at 25 kiinmetm,
concentrated so far along a nar-

Tow band of 300 to 500 meters. e
said the eil spill -
eatened 21 locally

The DEN
initially
mana‘gedfarma protected
areas in Calapan City and the
aujan, Pala, Pina-
malayan and Gloria in Oriental
thi]mﬂdwau as Ghsan town
in Marindugue. Mindaro of-
fli:lals have said the affected
areas contii ue o htmm
from desire fish-
cted m, the
suﬂktn ve 'st:i is withm the

=1

sage,- the
“center of
shore fish biodiversity.” The

DENR reported that within

the 40-kilometer radius of the
oil slick;
hectares of coral reefs, 1,626
ngroves and 362
hectares of sea grass/seaweeds
can be potentially affected.”

Images from Pola lown,
the worst hit by the oil slick,

showed displaced fishermen

prom

“approximately 591

manually scooping up the
thick, black oil from the sand
and water. The MT Princess
Empress sank on Feb. 25, lo-
gether with a cargo of 800,000
liters o ustrial oil hat it
was: trafmpnf rting from Butaan
to Hoilo. This was apart from
the tanker's diesel fuel that
initially spilled into the wa-
ters. Annlhér ship rescued the

tanker's 20 members.
RDC Reield Marines Servie-

_ eslmt: operator of the Princess
‘Empress has issued a public

E

£ lhe accident, and
dt deploy its resoure-
es to help ntain the environ-

apol

‘mental da age. Beyond the

ever, authorities
ine if negligence

apology, h
must d

-played # role in the accident.
“ The Phili e Coast Guard

reprnrtud that the tanker’s en-
gine appartntlj,r averheated.

- Rough seas supposedly caused

‘the distressed tanker to drilt to-

‘ward Baﬁ]ng{;wan Pointin Min-

doro asjl: n ginking, But
there was no typhoon or cven
a4 low-pressure area on Feb.
28. Could better mainten:mce
before the tanker set sail lave
mﬁentﬁd e engine trouble?
Like other motorized ve-
hicles, regular proper main-
tenance can reduce the risks
of malfunctioning parts such
as engines and brakes. [oor
vehicle maintenance has been
blamed for the numerous i.’atal
road accidents attributec ta
malfunctioning brakes. Acti‘-
dents happqm,, but authorities
will have to determine if s01Te-
thing could have been dine
to avert this Emrlrunmemal

disaster. i s
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DSWD| tasked t assist ml spill-aﬂented Mindoro towns

FpﬁnECuthm Taskfome: memnber-agems =5

indudetheMimarops oifice. of
the DENER, DILG, DSWI, 1e-
irtment ‘of Health (D01,
¥ wpatral Frre Protection, T1il-
ppine Matibnal Police, FUO
Sputhern Tagalog Distr.ct,|
Armed Fortesof the Fhilippies|
Scanthem Tizseon Cornmand : nd

. Mimaropa i.u-u:al governmoTik]

Aigss
To' dat!g dhoreline asssss-
ments and dontatmment of (he
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i Imﬂ;l; at !Tng thiee el Teale e sharting Japimace
| to help confarn a| affact ‘thrge u]lﬁgcs in maﬂ [tam hirrdt
; ng oil spill ':'_.ahu a, hntique: .mp ‘il
e, 3 i ung Crast i_auard m:&gs&u islands SIS
of the Liker M/T Frin- Eaﬂdmu Pirdtigran pils * e
capsizing off | kung mapdandg: pigikan Bautisly, m#anwhﬂ;}
the coast of Maujan tonm am,g mgh}]arpng ng?n i an inves gﬁ’ﬁj_‘m is 1
L 2H, m 4y huawas uabol derivay on 1 tank-
Ldcpariment of Trans: }h.i nhil ftoay 'E:I'.-‘i-‘q""llL'h ing aboul
ation (DOTr) Secie. Hectod arda natin, Bay- 80000 iPﬁers :JI‘I’Li!e] ol angl
Lary: Jaiiyy Tl!auhsm:m Hat- 'Eis!,,a srln:i al e ‘-'nﬂhr‘da_r whﬁzl Ay capsized
3% said the Phr'hf‘p mmi_}luezmlc]lv l&mgmp Imqbb:
z a.r Cuard (PCLY g vmm & locwterd b g sinasabi napa.
Iﬂg with relevint |t J:!ﬂ‘hh’if;.‘]s PwImCe: and kﬂIak 11"-"1' alon.
o coptain avd re- ﬂmﬂﬂammbm-.mbrrﬁar‘ Chew
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Ol spill reaches ..Anti:que

LMD LY - The Philippie
L sl Qoard (PUES conlirmed

-and lambak. Benjamin said
Lhat Caluya iy arpund 12y

yesterday that the ail spill
fror a tanker that sank off Lhe
cuist off Dricntal Mindars b
reachied Antigue, |
The IGG Weslern Visayas
District DOfficesail Lhar hunker
fuel wis seen in Caluya, a
Erwn gomposed af island
barangays off the coast of the
nuerllivestern part of Antique
pravincg: :
Complander ‘Tahsen
Renjumin, PUG regiangl
infonmul ion olfiner, said in g
virtual ress conlerence on
saturday that thick bunler
fiel renched the i lund-
hurang&}:s of Semirara, Sikole,

—

kilumoters |From Oriental
tdindarn.

Commanider Jlonie

Lalarming, PLE tegional

warine: environment
commander] safd Lhat the
hunker fuslwill undargo tests
to conlirm i it % from M/T
Enipress,

Bighteen dramd of bunker
fuel have heen colloeted in the
Lhree aflucted batangays, Pei
is installing il spill busms to
prewel its spread. |

M/1'Princess Brnpess carrying
ROO,000 litery of hunker foel
sunk all' the coastof Oriental
Mindara.on Fob. 28, (Tara Yapy



N ¥

TTLS

"]_\
-_n-ﬂl'Si

Te——

RATELIE
COMMUNICATION

ARD

TTIATIYES
RYICE

3 | bad o Lod 5] ]

'!,'JL UPPER .~ FBGET BARMIR  EDIIDELAL
srcar T
FAGE LEAWER
-
DATE

CARIC-ON

Iﬁu ‘1 =a ﬁrlenm H!ndu
ahnt a mh ; :




o~ STRATEGIC S R L T e e
5 e > e e — s —I =
Commuyicanony . = 3 5 - ; o - i T I 1
- AL = | B Pe= 2 % .-F': F—F—tke ““% ';:’g!' [BARNIE  EDITORAL  CATTOUN
'-H'“__'-"w Isprianves a f. | E }? E T B e il |sr<:uw
e T AT e — e .'.E 2 Ll TLIMER

FAGE

DATE




e, Y HEREE FTEHE
&a RN AT

Rt T Trigt e
e
i1 RINLE TN
. il

OTE
e LETH DATE

iy Or. Mindoro oil spill
ity s s SIS

hdiszo Provinge: and the
of Gasan (1) in M-
: Frovimce. X £

e of AT
meters |
al for (he vl




PAGE T gﬂﬁ.ri [OTCAlLT  CAWER

ST FACEY

I
OV
|

-
':.ll LI AN
AT

R AT LY [ERRTT
i HEREIC

il

T

S g
porefish Bio ::In; raity.
mmely critical for na-

al Haheries" he

E&E’ﬁﬁd“‘iﬁpﬁd | e s v amd fonar- ke this. is partieular in- | ifEme ".'ﬁxit‘ﬂahs-mingll’m |
. i doxo - im, ar _ . et e ; ntal buckpet g alrvady 1 of &
W ; angescalespil],” Salcecs add-

[ fnE 1o accounts of a
bﬁrm-@-a ell coming fro o the
a5 well as p“ ~1'.| [
tfﬂ; P‘hﬂlpmﬂ Coasl Cuand

indicaking: ﬂ,url’u:l ns‘ iy the wa=

ziag v ) AarEa '

(i _.rﬁ%tmﬂ samlt]'nldklena
= : i I § | S maekage ightinvolie
ram.wfmtmgm »ass:is" ¢ to-affocted Fihers

gcﬂum‘rtam faﬂé_,’ e funds for cleo rmu.

| ey " '_ saank, LU pnaray i'n_ﬁ]:vé..' toanea i ve u nfmarm Bt 11.#—




TiTiE

ERAT G

H¥ILE

FAGE

CRMINICATION 1
{2 - UFFE FACET |EAHWER EOIDHEL
i I £ Ay ETORY
HITLANIVES FACE LOWER

DATE

| Dapitha .0}1., naglalah
na sa

fanila Bay?

1

MALING sabiltin fia nuwawala na sa kasulukuyan png
dapithapon upg}lﬁ]paihm A I‘dlaniln-Haj.i'. Hindi na tian sive
aktuwal na nangyayari ito. Matatanaw pa oaman <i s ang paglo-
bz g araw per hindi fna mula sa dating meza nikakagawi
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s pagitar ng Maynila
y Makflum :mr]m Ui sa mga esablisimento u gusa
AR u;:ﬁat:ryum%?ahng bavbay ng Manite Bl e siy
L. pas sinurtan, Kahit/nokatave ka sa ings dal anpasiz;
inlawigan ng Batam?:?ﬂaﬂ: e nakafayo kn si imgs dal unpasizan ng
¥ na i5a sa magagandang tanawin sa aing banss ne napabantog sa uong mundo.
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 Pactmngne 2

pa it ang paglubog ng ame
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nagl‘laiskaﬂ'n' nag-eehersisyo o fy
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4 AINABLE DEV MENT: Comex Phillppines
thy paid a visit to Depammf Envlro 1ent wﬂmmm“mm
ntenla Loyzaga to discuss uppurt nities for collaboraticn on
sustain le devalapment mrtlathraa During the visli, the -:umpanyaglnhal climate
action strategy was discy ‘hma on pmmn ng sustainable operations
emiss|ons, increas| g tha

thrm;?h various Initlatives

mnﬂmu promoting eco-friend ucts and contributing to &
circular aei:mnrnr 3 are éJ!‘ll:, rom jeft} Cemeax gh ines public affalrs mariagar
Envirenment S ry Marie Antonla Loy.:aga,

dersecretaries Juan [ligual

Fhulppmnu pi‘amdmt Luis Franco, and DENR U
Cuna and Ignztius Loyola Rodriguez. e %
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AMITAN CITY, BASILAN--
Amid a ldndscape of trees

.| To Basila :

13-hectare
with the “forg
as |its main roraction, adds to
the growing lindications of the
province’s departure from a
conflict-torn past toward a rev-
ving momenfum for progrese.

{ pofl couple Nanmy
and Ashra Manatad enjoying the

said they planned to have their
prenuptial phjata shoot here.

plasties put fo good use and we
duded by fruit trees

o enjoy thif kind of scenery.”
Ashra adde :
izl media, the garden

sight of the blastic tulips. They

ple will na lynger need to travel

visit, the Inquir- |

fluencers, vioggers and digital

| fontent creafors, generating the
curiosity and interest of netizens
who promised to see for them-
selves the unigue attraction.

Lamitan’s pride
| Mayor Roderick Furigay
said the ecological park had, in-
sed, hecome one of Laiitan’s
sources of pride.

In the last two years, over
ap.con people had logged to
have visited the park, mostly
drawn into the Forever Tulip
Garden which, with a Dutch
windmill erected near it, has'a
‘European amblance. :

i The patk also features a rmu-

|seum promoting Yakan culture

|and history.
I Visits to the park slowed
| dowen during the pandemic-in-
‘duced comrmunity lockdowns
| in 3020 and 2021
. Engineer Raquel Hibionada,
head of the local govermment's
General Service Office, recalled
that the park was established ifi
2016 as part of Lamitan's com-
prehensive waste disposal man-
agement prograin that sought to
institutionalize parbage segrega-
tion at source to make it easy Lo
{dentifythematerials that canstlll

| be recycled or upcyced.

“Car natuire here i3 all un-
tapped and if we allow people

has been “fleped” or promoted by |

Lo become irrespongible in their
waste ‘disposal, we might end
up with bigger problems in the
furture,” Hibionada said.
Through its Brigada Basura

" program, the losal government

erpharked ¢n a mAassive infor-
malion drive among hou
commercial esmblishmeyts. of-
[y-es and schools across 45 villag:
en to ensure thet garbage segre:
gation hecomes a NOTIL auong

tons of waste monthly.

Of the 13-ha area, hich is
located some g Kilomerers from
the city center, 4 ha are devoted
1oy golid waste (nanagement ac
svities such #5 vermigqompost
ing far collectec. agriculural anc
food waste, reccvery of IT
for recycling ol apcy
containment of residu

The rest of the park &
= with assorued fru “hearing

irees like miracle fruft, pome-.

lo and guava and a
flowering plants.
“Nothing (s wasted here’
Furigay sald of how the facility
processes the materials brough!
there,

Consuirption i

1gnacio Samibon, 53 2 park
warker assigmed to handle re-
sidual waste and m erialy for
apeycling, s1id that through a
detailed anglysis of ftrash that
end up in dhe facility, “we Do-
ticed that we hawve | beem col-
lecting mare [plastc] battles
daily,” the Lig bul of which
are from boled water.

Other mollected plastic bot-
des were for vinegarn, S0y sauca
and soda.

The tretud had lopal officlals
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+mrr}fing as city resldents were
not khown as heavy CONSUmMEns
battled water because spufc-
‘of water, especially from a
ostof springs, are available.
T Inspired by what she saw
her travels abroad, the late
ormet Mayor Rose Purigay de-
ided to put into good use every
lastic bottle collected while
alse vowing to keep locals con-
stantly reminded of the need ta
thange their consumption be-
aviar, Samilion said.

This thinking shaped the

orever Tulip Garden ihitiative,
fwith the former mayor, fondly
alled by locas as “Mayor Rose”
d who led the local govern-
ment from 2013 to 20232, intend-
{ng it to continually drumbeat
the long drawn-out war against
single-use plastics,

The environmental cam-
paigner Greenpeace ranks the
country among the [op plastic
polluters throughout the world,
2 big contributor to the surging

yplume of plastic waste that

ends up in the oceans.
When it was opened to the

;publir: in 2019, the circular gar-
|den had 26,877 flowers from

discarded plastic bottlés that

|were cut and painted purple,

orange, ivory, vellow, blue,

pink and red, and then each s’

attached to @ bamboo stick to
make it stand on the ground.
Ar the center of the garden is a
heart-shaped patch of red.
Footpachs are also made of
plastic scraps that are shredded

’ flowars (t:ﬁ h:mn :
sentral attraction of the Lamitan City Ecolcglcarpzrk wfmc

has b‘imme a favorits leisure getaway for locals since it opened
in 20°|%, —pHOTOS BY JULIE nur.fa.n AND mmmmuw;mm

thiree years since it was
lished, the garden had grown to

:faﬁ increasing use
b .' e$ in the city, anjd point-

ugh persistent campaigning,
people will choose whit is best
ecologleal sustainatility.
|| "Unless we do s hmething
about it, this garden| will pe-
cj‘ﬂ\e the largest tulip parden in
the country and will{continue
tq 'da so in the next fentury,”
reads a signage that ;
visitor to the
dén of conscience. ma |
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San Mi
its cleanulf;f the 15-kilomet
mai lnhuaryuf‘the?hﬂ‘gﬂﬂg isweu'undermy
with over 9,000 metric tons of silt and solid waste
already ext: acfl:ed, Firfibr, e

el Corparation {SMC‘,I reported that
san Juan River, a

In a press statement, SMﬂ Preﬂdem and CE'E).

Ramon 8. Afg said the effort, which is partof SMC's
much larger Pasig River
cleanup initiative, has
successiully removed
waste that have been
choking ffemntsé{:—
tions of the river that
spans the cities of Ma-
nila, Mandaluyong, San
Juan, and Quezon ity
Since work com-
menced last October,
Y Ang said that SMC's
crews have cleaned
up a total of 3.1 kilo-
| meters, covering sections of
the river from Sta, MEsa to Sta. Ana, San Juan
to Mandaluyong, and from Dona lmelda to
Tatalon in Qi eron City.

From jusfo.5tois rnEters dredged areas
now have depths of 2.5 to four neters, en-
abling impreo i
of a higher vglume of floodwaters,

‘The efforghas also resulted in the widen-
mg of portiors of the river that were partially
hhck&i by : ﬂkp]lﬁd materials from con-

i a,t 1ts San Juan River cleanup,
which it is un ertaking with the Department
of Public Works and Highways {DPWH), De-
partment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), and local government units
(LGU), is crufial to maintaining the gains
Lhat SMC has glready made in cleaning up the
Pasig River.

{This is not the first Lime r.hut SMC has
cleaned up thg San Juan River. In previous
vears, even bifore the company launched
its major river rehahilitation advocacy, SMC
had funded the reconstruction of the San
Juan River bridge or Pinaglabanan Bfidge and
cleanup of the!San Juan River, as part of its
Shkyway Stage 3 project.

The company also extended the scope of
that initial effort to cover the Tatalan and Ta-
layan areas in (3 mzcﬂ City, which was prone

M also uﬁ%mmﬁiﬂ
I:nns &fmm from the mouth of the San
Juan River, when its Pasic River rehab effort
reached the Sa Juan junction.

CATE

~ SMC extracts 90,000 tcms of waste

‘The initiative is part of SMC's ongoing ef -
“to'clean up the Pasig River, partnar::l-.n_-
th the national and local governmen! s
help mitigate flooding inmajor Metro M.d.ﬂh
cities impmirel:hewate: quallnrmd tiavi

a ﬂlirjmfﬂmh.tsl:orich polluted river
m July 2021to Fﬁ"i 2023, Ang saicd
thiat E‘i has already removed over one mil-

: ic tons of silt and waste from various

tions of the Pasig River that have become

ow, following years of'silt and salic

lduap.

| These include the mouth f the river in

Manild Bay, the Laguna Lake area, and the

jutrm:i is of the Marikina and }‘ualm
depths of just | to 3 meters 'at‘the start

ject, critical soctions of the Pasig 1 iver
1

rn sure five to six-meters deep, allowin: for
mp:l}ved flow of mare floodwaters cut to the
ary during the rainy seaton,
first massive river rehabilitation and
ﬂo}d Egatiﬁn initiative was launched in 2120,
and was targeted at clean ng up the Tullahan 1 ver.
Thi;I pr ]Ecr was completed in 2022 and removed
million tons of silc an* snlidmaqw from
4 11—];]101:!:&!9{: expanse.
Thd-‘ﬁlltiaﬂve has resulted inbetter [ood roig-
ion in flood-prone areas in Navotas, Malsbon,

Valenzuela, and Caloocan,
H¢c ntly, SMC togetber withthe DENH 21 the

vin ial and local governments of Bulacar, also
cleanup efforts for majo nmaystm 15in
th prTﬁjImE which is also known to be prone 10
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slmhp *iutmti%re g kot upang pagkakatmn A nilir
ap _ !um gagn tagumpay- ng SMC ang San Juyn River
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isf 5a Mz Bh:i‘l& Tﬁﬂ'ﬂ-— ﬂ&g‘i@p ' muia sa ibal hi ni AT , ay naglunsad
af ng - v i ; mwgniugnr na ﬁaﬁa] %ang ng Eua.:rm: v
ln:hqgag n E Ex: HHFF M f i
higit 90,000 Fnrneiatia n.a ng iﬁfﬁnﬁa San ‘Juan-avsa Qag: [
zﬂ];ﬂ:ty‘ I 5
mi:tn& an aniya ang p
.  Dkrabre

M I‘J-Eﬂlmmﬂun:i

Cal Pmnglabamm B 14 *jdga ah
yundin ang ﬂ;nw 53 il
trp mito bilang ba

| Stage 2 project.




