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Flhilippine Coast Gua ~ commandant Admiral Artemio AbUI. joined the aerial su~ei"ance
ill the waters off Nau ~n, Oriental Mindoro yesterday. Top photo provided by the peG
!Ihows the general vi w of the oil spill caused by the sinking of a mo.!2r ta!!ke . _ REUT~
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hee Ioi g the call of Energy Secretary
Loti a," Petron said in a statement.

arc,s: Affected famll e
o I Ito receive aid
Pri ident Marcos gave assurance tha v

assis arce ~ be extended to families .
vidu ~saffect~dby the oilspillinOrientalMinq(~

" e government, through the @dsw s
is p~ !pared .t? provi~e ~a:ious forms f
tanc to famihes and individuals affecte ~
oil s ill caused by the submerged MY r ss
Empr 'ss in Otliental Mindoro," Marcos ai n a
post ' Twitter, . i

'M cos said special attention would e gi en
to fis erfolk who will lose their Source f Ii eli-
hood because of the oil spill.

H ~aid the DENR is working with, e Ip er-
natio al Maritime Organization and the 0 ep rt..
ment of the Ifterior and Local Gover 'en to
provi e supp~rt to concerned local gove nt
units nd determine their specific needs. - .th
Mich el Ptmongbayan, Robertzon R mi
Rich ond M reurio, Helen Flores

A to in Oriental indoro has been
placed nder a state of c lamity due to the
oil spill from the sunken motor ~ankerMT
Princes Empress. I

Polo 0 ayor Jennifer C z said tlhe town is
most aff cted by the oil spil , which caused the
water an 0 shoreline to turn lack.' I

She s ~d the Iivelihood ~ fisherrolk in the
town ha also been affected.

The P incess Empress w s carrying 800,000
liters of i dustrial fuel oil w en it sank.

Local lovernment·official in other towns in
Oriental . doro are also re ortedly eyeing the

I declarati ofa stateofcalami due to ~e oilspill.
The oi spill had reached area 25kilometers

long, ace rding to the Department of Environ-
ment an Natural Resources (DENR).

Latest eports from the Na~onal Disaster Risk
Reductio and Manageme t Counoil showed
that the c astal areas of Pola, inamalayan, Nau-
jan and B ngabong towns were affected.
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against p sible exposure to
contamin ted seawater.

In an a visory, ~he PHO said
authoritie were still trying to
determine tfe chemical content
of the ind strial oi] that leaked
into the s ~, but previous re-
ports fro the Philjppine Coast
Guard (PC ) said it was emul-
sified fuel or industrial fuel
mixed wit water.

Apart f om Pola fnd Naujan,
the DENR 'lid the oil spill had
already b en reported in the
other tow s of Pinamalayan,
Gloria, B nsud, Bongabong,
Roxas, Ma salay and Bulalacao,
and in Cala ~n City.

Village along the shore-
lines of the affected areas were
cautioned igainst fating sea-
food gathe e~ in thelr areas.

The PH also advised resi-
dents alon these coastal com-
munities t temporarily trans-
fer to othe places to prevent
respiratory llnesses.

Villager i,n nearby Romblon
province al 0 reported seeing
patches of il slick near Sibale
Island, som 2 km fr m Naujan.-+~-------~~~~------~

to dete ine the extent of the
damage from the spil age.

Afte a briefing with local
officials, Loyzaga sai it would
be imp rtant to find the exact
location where the tanker sank
to kno which areas or com-
munitie would be directly af-
fected b the spill.

The peG had deployed
oil spill booms to contain the
spillage and a tugboa to spray
chemic s to break down .the oil.

At a meeting with local di-
saster esponse officials on
Thursda, Oriental M~ndoro
Gov. Hu erlito Dolor said the
oil spill appeared to come from
the dies~l discharged from the
tanker's engine and not from its
cargo.

Dolo said the 800, :)00 liters
IDf indus rial oil the vessel car-
ried "re ained intact."

Pe on's assistance
Mean hile, Petron 0. Fri-

day clarified that the oil tanker
that capsized in Oriental Mind-
oro was ot carrying products
from its Bataan Refir ery nor
did it ow the fuel oil cargo that
the vess I was carrying, as it
h.as not bren producing fuel oil
since 201~.

It sai the oil firm has de-
ployed e uipment and its oil
spill team to assist the PCG
and the DENR in containing the
spill. Energy Secretary Raphael
Uotilla ea~lier called on local oil
firms to help contain he spill
and minimize damage to the
environment and livelihoods,

The company, in a state-
ment, said its refinery and oper-
ations per onnel in Bataan were
trained i "operation I safe-
ty, disast r preparedn .ss and
emergenc response, including
handling il spills." -WITH p. RE-

pcmT FROM EG J. ADONIS Il\Q ~
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By Charles Ar"lin Dantes,
Alena rfiae flores,
and Maricel V. truz

ity after an oil spill from a sunken t nk-
er carrying 800,000 liters of indus 'rial
fuel turned its seawater and shor line
black and resulted in fishkill, M yor
Jennifer Cruz said Friday.

In an interview on Dobol B TV, ruz

said she and~ll the barapgay captains
declared a st te of cala~ity after the

, tanker MT Pri cess Emptess sank near
the town's bo dary with Naujan.

"You can se the oil spill in the waves.
Next page ,

~NKER CATAS1rROPHE.The di~1 oil that spilled from the motor tanker that sank at Balingawan Point in Niian, Oriental Mindorb has
reached at least three towns in the pro"li~ce, W~thup to 16 barangays affected, according to Governor Humerlito D lor. Fishermen of Pola show
some oftheir catch tlnat have already dieqf frolfl the oil spill. Philippine Coast Guard and Pt'ul Hernandez of Balif ng Southern Tagalog

~

THE town of Pola in Oriental Mindoro
has been placed under a 'state of calam-

Fish were dying. Our white sand' .s
now black sand," she said id Filipino

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. sr'i
the government was prepared to rov de
aid to families affected by th~ oil spil .

In his social. media post) presidflt
Marcos said the Departme~t of So~i I
Welfare and Development (PSWD) s
~~ana."'>rl t" h~ ~aml'll'e~and I' dl}-11\.11''"U.'''' •...• "'•.....•..•.•...•.r: ¥ __ • i_i , -

viduals affected by the Feb. 28 oil spi I"
"We are 'closely monitoring the Sift -

ation with the Philippine Coast Gua
(peG) as the lead agency. Special la-
tention will be given to the affec (d
fisherfolk who will be . losing t~e,r
source of livelihood because of the oi!
spill," the President said on ITwitter

Oriental Mindoro Gov. Humer i,o
Dolor ordered the province's 18'000~~-
istered fisher?len to stay on ,ShO,re u l~jl
it was safe to fish. In the meaf,t~1pe,.. ~y
would receive food packs, he said,

Mayor Cruz' said ,thousands of t~s 1-

ermen- in her town were affected,~ -
cause. she has prohibited fis~ing dUf 0

the health risk posed by thl:1oil SPill" .
Swimming in the affected wa e s

has also been prohibited, as the il
spill is threatening, the region's 1i h
marine life and economy.

An estimated 591 hectares (1,4~0
acres) of coral reefs, 1,626 hectares bf
mangroves, and 362 hectal es of ~e -
weed co~ld b.e "pote~tiall~ affecte;"
by the 011 spill, Environment Secrf-
tary Maria Antonia Loyzaga said. I
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"1 C urges 4 Mindoro tow s to stop

I ~A~~~ONG~NGactiv~ti~o~rr~~sp~~~,,~~~~.~~ ~:c~~~s residents arepro-
il havoc in the province follo ing I hibited from coming into contact

The Phjlippine Coast Guard the sinking of motor tanker (T) with the coastline waters because
(PCG) on Fr day, March 3, advised Princess Empress. of possible health hazards.
residents 0 four municipalities in The PCGdesignated the to~rns Admiral Mtemio Abu, PCG
Oriental Mi doro to refrain fr<lm of Naujan, Pola, Pinamalayan, rnd commandant, joined an 11

( conducting fishing activities due Bongabong as "exclusion are s," aerial surveillance in the vi- r/
\ I ~~J • ~ ~.~_'I
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cinitywaters off Naujan to determine do but it's a must to prevent ad-
the extent of the oil spill as patches verse effects on our fishermen), II
of emulsified oil Were seen spreading Balilo said.
in .the coastal watrs from the four Oil spill aff cts he marine ecosyt •..
municipalities. tern as it cont mi ~tes the resources

((May exclusio areas na tayong and destroy th ir h bitat, which could
inilagay, ibig sab hin may areas na lead to healt pr ~ems when con ..
.rindi na dapat pun ahan sapagkat de- sumed by hu ans
likado at maaarin maapektuhan ang . Accordin to he Coast Guard
kalusugan ng mg tao (We have es- Aviation Force the 'have observed nil

t tablished exclusio areas. This means spillage with a es' mated area of two
that these shoul not be accessed to three kilom ters long. Containment
because of possibl risks to health)," operations are ong ing to prevent the
Rear Admiral Ar ando Balilo, PCG spillage from urt er spreading.
spokesman, said i,~radio interview The peG ha ea ilerconfirmed that
with dzBB. :1 .. the 800,000 li ers f industrial cargo

This would be a problem for the fuel onboard T irincess Empress
provincial gover ment of Oriental have started s illin and mixing with.
Mindoro as the pri ary livelihood in the vessel's die el f ~l that also leaked
the affected munic palities is fishing. when it sank 0 Fe I.j 28 in Naujan.

"Mahirap man ifong mga bagay The Depart e t of Environment
na ito pero kailan an nating gawin and Natural Re our es (DENR)report-
para mas lalong indi magkaroon edlywarned th t the oil spill threatens
ng epekto sa mga kababayan natin to harm at lea t 21 marine protected
na mangingisda (t1.....~_S_i_S_d-li,f~f_ic_U_I_t_t-o__ a_re_a_s_i_n_t_h_e_p--,r+V_in~!L'_'_
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PCG OaglaJ~yog 'off limit
reas' sa pr. indorooil sPill

Ni ZAIDA
DELOS REYES

D HIL sa banta ng il
sill, nagla ay na a
P ili.ppine ~oast Gua
( CG) ng "off limit are
silang bahagi ng Orie -

Mindoro :paramabi&Jt-
,:,gproteksiyon angm~a

r siderite sa lugar.
Ayon kay PCG spokJ.-

p rson Rear Admiral Ar-
,ad Balliot sa kasal~yc

ay mayroon -na sil

inilagay na II exclusion
area" sa lugar dahil sa ban-
ta sa kalusugan ng mga
residente na dulot ng nas-
abing oil spillage.

Ang mga lugar na ita
aniya ay pansamantalang
hindi muna dapat puntah-
andahildelikadona umano
rito para sa kalusugan ng
isang tao,

Nauna na ring sinabi ni
Ballo ang plano ng pama-
halaan na maglagay ng oil
spill boom sa mga apekta-
dong katubigarcngoilspill.

I J""pry'
Ivl
1(IWr:ll

I.=~]
1'1\'::'1:1
'rt"JRY

-c
[--I

rnnORIAI

I -----1
c !\RF()()NL. -'R/\ Nf:R

~T RY

~

-~- .-
Kabil g sa a a ek-, nakalagay sa elyadong

tadong 1 ar n& If splli ay sisidlanocontai erangmga
ang Nauj ,Pola, Pinama- lan~'I~ronais kaysaloob
layan,' at ongabong, ng i]ljD'tortank .

Mata ndaang miulat ~~ ]paglubo ng barko,
ng PCG nahahian na ng sinabi ngPeG maaaring
industri fuel ang katu- maaI1ektuhan 'to ang in-
bigan sa asabing karaga- tegmlad ng is raktura a
tan d . sa paglubog ng maaaring mag aroon ng
MT Prin ess Empress na butaa at ang I gis na la
may kar ng 800,000 litro man j ita ay p ibleng bu
ng indus ialized fuel oil. mul~'al' din a . sa pres

.Sinabi . Ba . 0 nahindi sure.
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S nken tanker; indore)
THE!~~?~~~.,!'l?~,~t:.~~,~idd~~§d"t
Guard (PCf;) on Thurs- theneighbormg Island 0 MTUG TItan, IBRP
day confi~ed the spill- Sibale of Romblon prov I\1eIchora Aquino and
age of indfptrial fuel oil ince. oth~r aquatic and aerial
in waters Iflear Naujan Earlier, MT Princes ass~ts of the PCG, DUITR
town in °rtentaI Mind- Empress was reported t ant the Philippine avy
oro provin(je fOllowing carry around 800,000 Ii wf earlier dispatcl~ed
the sinkin810f MT Prin- ters ofindustrial oil,a type to t e area to assess file
cess Empr~$s on Tues- of oil used for industrial sco e of the oil spill and
day. purposes such as heating to r~cover the oil through

In a situ, 'on updat~, ?r power generation. and meeranical oil spill re-
the PCG s~ MTDG TI- ISheaVIerand less refined e0Y!lry.
tan, a tug bQ t equipped than diesel or gasoline. 'Ire incide1'ltoccun:ed
with equip ent to deal PCG spokesperson afte~ MT Princess Ern-
with oil spi ,continues Rear Admiral Armando pres,~experienced engine
to apply a spersantin Balilo said an industrial trou~le brought by over-
affected wa~s. oil spill in such amounts hej' g while in transit to

"Sa shor . e assess- can lead to an "environ- iloilo from Bataan.
ment na is' sagawa ng mental catastrophe." e vessel dIifted to-
PCG sa Pina~layan, na- BaWoassured that the ward Balingawan Point
obserbahan g patches PCG, the Department of in N ujan and partially
of emulsified il," it said. Environment and Natu- sank due torough seacon-

AccordingtothePCG, ralResources (DENR)and , ditiol)s until becoming
the oil spill has expanded partrJers in theprivate see- fuHy submerged on
to around on hectare of tor are working together We sday. (PNA)

I
I
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Il Ipinagutos ng Nation
I, al Disaster RiskReductio
I and Management Coun .

(NDRRMC) ang pagbu
ng isang task force na tu
tutok sa magiging impa
ng oil spill bunsod n
paglubog ng wr Princess
Empress sa karagatan ni
Naujan sa Oriental Min
doro noong Feb. 28.

Angtaskforceaymag
kakaroon ng team lead
Office of Civil Defense s
Mimaropa CMarinduque
Occidental Mindoro, Ori
ental Mindoro, Palawan a
Romblon).

~ "In a me morandu
: issued 3 March 2023,
,NDRRMC Executive Di
: rector and Civil Defens
IAdministrator, Undersec-
, retary Ariel Nepomucenol
organized an inter-agen-
cy task force to moni-
tor developments and
implement measures that
would contain the spread
of the oil spill, recover
the spilled fuel, as well
as conduct emergency
response activities to the

, areas that may be affected
: by the incident" sinabi
I ng NDRRMC sa isang

~

'pahayag nitong Bieyrnes.
Isinailalimna ang Pola

, sa Oriental Mindoro sa
: state of calamity dahil sa
I. oil spill, ayon kay Mayor
: Jennifer Cruz.
I "Kapag urn aa lo n
: makikita mo talaga 'yung
I; dami ng oil spill,ng langis.
~ May mga namamatay
I na rin pong isda ... Nalu-
I lungkot nga po kasi 'vung I
: white sand namin, black
: sand na po," pahayag nito.
I Apektado na aniya I
: ang pangkabuhayan ng
~ mga naninirahahn doon
I na mga mangingisda.
: (Catherine Reyes)

Taskforce
nilarga

sa Mindoro
vs oil spill
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Tiniyak ni Pangu-
long Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. na pagkakalooban
hg gobyerno ng kau~u-
lang tulong ang nt~a
pamilyang apektad o
ng oil spill 0 pagkalat
ng langis sa karagatan
sanhi ng lumubog na
barko sa karagatan ng
Oriental Mindoro.

Sa kanyang Twi~ter
post, sinabi ng Pangu-
10 na nakahanda ang
pamahalaan, 'sa pama-
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magitan ng Depar t-'
ment of Social Wel-
fare and Development
(DSWD) na magbigay
ng iba't ibang klase ng
ayuda sa mga pamilya
at mga indibidwal na
maaapektuhan ng oil
spill.

Inilahad din ng Pa-
ngulo na nakikipagtu-
lungan na ang Depart-
ment of Environment
and Natural Resources
(DENR) sa International

Maritime orga~.zation cargo s~lip na M Prin- ,
at sa Dep en of the. cess Empress n may
Interior a d Loc I Gov- kargan~ 800,OO( litro
ernmenr DILp para ng industrial fuel oil.
maalalay n an mga Samantala, na pasa-
lokal na I mana aan sa lamat din si Pam ulong
mga lugali na apektado Marcos sa Petrbn at
ng oil spil~ I Shell d~rlil sa pa -alok

Noong Pebrero 28 ng tuloi j~ ng m a na-
iniulat n Ph~l~ppine turang kompany para
Coast Gu rd an~ pag- sa mga kinakaila rgang
kalat ng I ngis sa bay- kagamitan upang maib-
bayin mal pit sa Nau- san ang epekto n pag-
jan, Orie tal Mindoro kalat n~~ langis a da-
matapos ~ mub gang gat. (Prtnee Go ~z)

PBBM pinosoklolo DSWD s Midoro Dillspil
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By M I RTIN 5ADON.GDO~

The Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) yesterday advi ed

residents offour municipalities
in Oriental Mindoro to refrain
from fishing due to an oil spill
currently wreaking havoc in (Turn to Page

rovince due to the sinki g
otor tanker (MT) Prince s
ress.

•••

to determine the extent f
the oil spill as patches f
emulsified oil were seen in t
coastal waters from the f
municipalities.

"May exclusion areas
tayong inilagay, ibig sabi
may areas na hindi na da
puntahan sapagkat delik
at maaaring maapektuhan g
kalusugan ng mga tao (Weh ve
established exclusion areas so
this means that these sho ld
not be accessed by the pe le
because there a-re possi le
dangers to their health),"
Admiral Armando Balilo,
spokesperson, said in a r
interview with dzBB.

This would be H proble for
e provincial governm nt of

riental Mindoro as the pr mary
ivelihood in the aff cted

unicipalities is fishing.
"Mahirap man iton mga

agay na ita pero kail ngan
ating gawin para mas along
indi magkaroon ng e ekto
a mga kababayan na in na
angingisda (This is di cult

a do but it's a must s as to
revent further damage n our
sherman)," BaHIo state
Oil spill affects the

eCbSystem as it conta nates
he resources and destro s their

habitat, which could al 0 lead
to health problems on h mans

the
ola,

Pina]' alayan, and Bon bong
xclusion areas" r hich
ns that residenri are

pro ibited from comin into
con act with the coa tline
watl rs because of pcsslble
hea th hazards.

A miral Artemio AbJ, PCG
co mandant, jOin{j~ the
aer al surveillance u. ~he
vicilnity waters off !'II uj an~~------~--------------~~~------.,""~---

when these are consumed.
According to the Coast

Gua~l Aviation Force, they
have bserved an oil spillage
with n estimated area of two
to thF~e kilometers in length.
Contafnment operations were
ongoing to prevent the spillage
from further spreading.

The PCG earlier confirmed
that the 800,000 liters of
indu rial cargo fuel onboard

MT Prin ess Empress have
started s illing and have mixed
with the essel'~ diesel fuel that
also lea d w~en it sank last
Feb. 28 i Nauj n.

The ep rtment of
Enviro e~ and Natural
Resourc s (DENR) reportedly
warned that the oil spill

- threate to h,arm at least 21
marine otec ed areas in the
provinc
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I Dahll sa oil s ill n lumubo


