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under a state of calamity due to the Loyzaga said 4 vessel of the National Mp

Tive today to hel;
. b s Y s sunken tanker,
ayor Jennifer Cruz said the town is . She said tHe
_ ffected by the oil s_pﬂl,which'caused the  ter forensics ton nimize the impact of the gil spill.
water and shoreline t_,o-turn:lb__;_ i " Data from the ¢ iental Mindoro agriculturi
~ She sgid the livelihood of fisherfolk in the fice showed that there are 26 marine protected areas
ag also been affected. | i in 10 towns i the province. These are in Naujan,
The Princess Empress was carrying 800,000 Calapan City, Polp, Pinamalayan, Gloria, Bansud,
liters of ipdustrial fuel oil when it sank. . Bongabong, ) Mansalay and Bulalacao.
- Local povernment officials in other towns in.  PCG-Oriental|Mindoro depuly commander
Oriental Mindoro are also reportedly eyeing the Kennedy Ma-alat said the PCG can give a time-
declaratidn of a state of calamity: duﬁtotheoil spill.  frame on thdf cleanup once the location lof the
. Theoil 'Spﬂlhadm&chedan area 25kilometers  sunken vessel is determined. 2
deng; accprding to t}leDep&mmJFl of Environ- . Petron Corp. dlarified that the: motor fanker
nent and Natural Resources (DENR). « -~ was not carrying products from ils Bataa
'- feports from the National Disaster Risk - ery, adding that/it is not the owner of the fi
and Management Council showed - the tanker w 8 carTying.

that the cgastal areas of Pola, Pinamalayan, Nau- “Nonetheless, |the company is. one with the
jan and Bpngabong towns were affected. industry in extending assistance in the oi spill,
o s ST e N e i Wl i el VR T

the call of Energy Secretary [
otilla,” Petron said in a statement.,
1] W‘-"iw’l:' Affected familie:
. . toreceiveaid |
: Hlt'Sld‘e4Wf Marcos gave assurance that va
assistance will be extended to families and #
viduals affected by the oil spill in Oriental Mind
“The government, through the @dswse
is prepared to provide various forms of
tance to families and individuals affected b
oil si?illfca“us_'ed by the submerged MT Prin
Empress|in Oriental Mindoro,” Mércosﬁai( i
postion Twitte i 17 Bmiu iy T
‘Marcos said special attention would be gi
to fisherfolk who will lose their source of |
“hood because of the oil spill. R
He said the DENR is working with the Inf
‘national Maritime Organization and the Depar
ment of the Interior and Local Governnient
provide support to concerned local gover]
units and determine their s ecific needs.|
Michael Punongbayan, _Ig)b;ertzon Rar
“Richmond Mercurio, Helen Flores
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By Madonna T. Virola
@mvirolaINQ

CITY  OF :
coastal town of Pola in Oriental
Mindoro province wa| placed
under a state of calamity as
aut?horitiesﬁ?&shed to |contain
the spread
- a sunken fu
cials said on

In an int
Jennifer M
the| municipal council

containing ti
Pola is ar
palities in Orie !
havebeena&' ctedbythi i
that leaked |from M_T
Empress, whi
liters of fuel

lindoro, onTEesday
Accordmg to Cruz, the
government

~men, whose
affected by the

reached theslza res of seven
ucoastalvﬂlagesmPola, spme 60
kilometers frg NaUJan, emay~
or said. Pola ] an

I

| Danger

Data from
of Environm
Resources (DENR) sald| aver

590 hectares of marine P otect-
ed areas (MPAs) in Pola| alone
could be in | danger of |being
damaged by the oil spill.

In the entiI province| more
than 3,100 ha of MPAs wajild be
at risk due to |the spillage, the
DENR said. |

On Friday, the Oriental Min-
doro Provincial Health Dffice

(PHO) warneﬁ coastal villagers

- Oill spill puts Or.
town under calan

( ontammated water reaches 7 coadta mllages in Polai
Ireatens marme protected areas spaT ning 590 hectares

CLEANUF Personnel of the Philippine Coast Glia |d PCG) sprin-

kle chemicals to break down the oil that leaked fro the sunken
oil taniker Princess Empress in this PCG handout p dto on Thurs- -
day. The tankersankin the waters off Naujan town, Oriental Min-
doro, on Tuesday —PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PHILIPHN c DAST GUARD

against possible exposure to
contaminated seawater.

In an advisory, the PHO said
authorities wete still trying to
determine the chemical content
of the industrial oil that leaked
into the sea, byt previous re-
ports from the Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG) said it was emul-
sified ‘fuel, or industrial fuel
mixed with water,

~ Apart from Pola and Naujan,
“the DENR said the oil spill had
already been reported in the
other towns of Pinamalayan,
Gloria, Bansud, Bongabong,

Roxas, Mansalay and Bulalacao,

and in Calapan City.

Villagers along the shore-
lines of the affected areas were
cautioned against eating sea-
food gathered in their areas.

The PHO also advised resi-
dents along these coastal com-

munities to temporarily trans- -

fer to other places to prevent
respiratory illnesses.
Villagers in nearby Romblon

provinge also reported seeing

patches of oil slick near Sibale
Island, some 62 km from Naujan,

‘pathways for spa

The tanker

_ hich came
from Limay| tow

1 in Bataan

province, was ﬂldmg to Iloi-,

lo province on Thesday morn-
ing when it experienced engine
trouble and capsized. It eventu-
ally sank about |460 meters be-
low sea level | ths: allowing day,
but its 20-man crew was rescued
by the. forelgn ves ei MV Efes.

Extent‘iof damage
According to| the DENR,
among the are;as
damaged were |
mangroves

iseagrass beds,
\and| | dispersion
ned larvae.
Also at risk is the Verde Is-
land Passage,i a marine biodi-
Versity conservatio I strait con-
necting Oriental
Batangas provinge
The DENR earlier formed
Task Force Naujan |Oil Spill to
immediately contain its spread,
conduct aerial suryeillance and
secure the sharelines of the af-
fected areas.| | ' | ||
Environment | 1Se cretary Ma.
Antonia  Yulo-Loyzaga visit-
ed Nau]an 0:1|Fm ay mornmg

Mindo: »
ity state

risk of being |

Mindoro and .

to determine the extent of the

damage from the spillage,
After ‘a briefing with local
officials, Loyzaga it would

be impgrtant to f
location where the ta

d the exact
nker sank

to know which areas or com-
munities would be {i:rectly af-
fected by the spill. ;

The | PCG' had deployed
oil spill booms to contain the
spillage and a tugboat to spray

chemicals to break dovwn the oil.

At ameeting with local di-
saster response officials on
Thutsday, Oriental Mindoro

Gov. Humerlito Dolor said the
oil'spill appeared to come from
the diesel discharged from the
tanker’s engine and not from its
Cargo. :

Dolor said the 800,000 liters
sfindustrial oil the vessel car-
ried “remained intact.”

Petron’s assistance
Meanwhile, Petron on Fri-

day clarified that the oil tanker
that eapsized in Orients

00 was hot carrying pr

irom its |Bataan Refin:

clid it own the fuel oil ¢ go that

the vessel was ca _r}n g, as it

has not been producing fuel oil
since 2016.
It said the oil firm hasg de-

rloyed: equipment and its oil

spill team to assist the PCG
and the [‘)}NR in containi

ing the
spill. Enetgy Secretary Raphael
Lotilla earlier called o
firms to eip conta
and minimize damage 1
environment and livelih uads

local oil
1 up bpill

The cvmpany, in a state-
ment, saidlits refinery and gper-
arions personnel in | \nwere

“operationz| safe-

%y, disaster preparedness’ and
including
~WITH A RE-

EG J. ADONIS | //

trained i%

eimnergenc response,

handling oil spills.”
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Town qr__ {

By Charles Arvin Dantes,
Alena Mae Flores,
and Maricel V. (Zruz

THE town of Pol« in Oriental Mir 101'0
has been placed under a state of cala

TANKER CA'{A.; FROPHE.me dt.
reached at leastthre:: towns in the provi
some of their catch t 1at have alreadly di -.

- prepared fo hela tha families and indi-

_tention will be given to the affected
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ity after m«oﬁ s;nll from a sunken tank—- saic_l she and a3l
er carrying 800,000 liters of industrial declared a sty
fuel turned its seawater and shoreline tanker MT Prince:
black and resulted in fishkill, Mayor the town’s boundary with }
Jennifer Cruz said Friday. “You can seg the oil spﬂ?

In an interview on Dobol B TV, Cruz

in the waves.
I ‘Nextpage

FlSh were dying. Our white sand is
now black sand,” she said in Filipino.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. said
the government was prepared to provide
aid to families affected by the oil spill.
In his social media post, President
Marcos said the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD) is

viduals affected by the Feb, 28 oil spill.+

“We are closely monitoring the situ-
ation with the Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG) as the lead agency. Special at-

fisherfolk who will be losing their
source of livelihood because of the oil
spill,” the President said on Twitter.

Oriental Mindoro Gov. Humerlito
Dolor ordered the province’s 18,000 reg-
istered fishermen to stay on shore until
it was safe to fish. In the meantime, they
would receive food packs, he said,

Mayor Cruz said thousands of fish-
ermen in her town were affected be-
cause she has prohibited fishing due to
the health risk posed by the oil spill. -

Swimming in the affected waters
has also been prohlbited as the oil
spill is threatening the region’s rich
marine life and economy.

An estimated 591 hectares (1,460
acres) of coral reefs, 1,626 hectares of
mangroves, and 362 hectares of sea-
weed could be “potentially affected”
by the oil spill, Environment Secre-
tary Marja Antonia Loyzaga said.
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11ppme Coast Guard
iday, March 3, adwsed:
four municipalities in
Oriental Mindoro to refrain from
fishing activities due

cinity waters off Naujan to de‘terrﬁ;inie

of emulsified oil were seen spreading
in the coastal waters from the four
municipalities,

“May exclusion areas na tayong
milagay, ibig sabihin may areas na
.2indi na dapat puntahan sapagkat de-

kalusugan ng mga tao (We have es-

| tablished exclusion areas. This means

that these should not be accessed
because of possible risks to health),”

‘Rear Admiral Armando Balilo, PCG
' spokesman, said in a radlo mtemew
| with dzBB.

This would be a problem for the
provincial government of Oriental

the affected municipalities is fishing.
- “Mahirap man itong mga bagay

'na ito pero kailangan nating gawin

para mas lalong hindi magkaroon
ng epekto sa mga kababayan natin

,na mangmgwda (Thls is chffu:ult to

i T ﬁ.mm“ or (\_r}rnmr,.,m mo{wj}

MRMMMBUH.ETW

THE NATION'S LEADING NE WEPAPTR

urges 4 Mmdom towns |
ishing activities as oil splll‘spreads

y MARTIN SALONGDONG . to an oil spill currently wreaking

havec in the province following
the smkmg of motor tanker (MTJ_
Princess Empress. . -

The PCG designated the towns
of Naujan, Pola, Pinamalayan, and
'Bongabong as “exelumon areas i

the extent of the oil spill as patches

likado at maaaring maapektuhan ang
. to three kilometers |
Mindoro as the primary livelihood in-

~ to harm at least 21

do but it’s a m'uz;tL-to prevent acl-
verse effects on pur fishermen),”
Balilo said. | ‘

Oil spill affects t
tem as it cont AT
and destroy their ha
lead to healthi prob
sumed by hurqa

€ marine ecosys-
ates the resourcis
bitat, which could
blems when cor-

he Coast Guard
Aviation Force, they have observed cil
spillage with an estimated area of two
_ crng Containment:
operations are ongoing to prevent the

arine protected
 areas in the provinge. . -
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which means residents are pro-
hibited from (:oming into contact
with the coasiline waters because
of possible heilth hazards.

Admiral Artemio Abu, PCG
commandant, joined an H
aerial surveillarice in the vi- ? i

spillage from further spreading.

The PCG had ear] 'Lr confirmed that
the 800,000 hiers bf industrial carge
fuel onboard MT ?mcess Empress,

 have started spilli g and mixing with.
the vessel’s diesel fuel that also leaked
when it sank on Feb. 28 in Naujan.

The Depar t of Environmer t
and Natu:alRe;mE ges (DENR) report -

~edly warned that the oil spill threatens

=
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”gayi na .

area” sa ugar
ta sa kalusu

; resndmfemt

HIL sa banta ng
pill, naglagay na a
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. nakalagay sa

ay  sisidlinocontai

| maape! i
tggrn:i:rd ng ist

I ibog ng maaaring mag
S na  butas at ang la %’3
g - man nfto ay'po
fuel oil.

o ang in-
raktura al
karoon ng
ha 1a-
fe’ng‘ bu-

i sa pres-
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,day.- i v :.
the PCG. sald MTUG Ti.
tan, a tug boa -equipped |
with equipment to desl
- with oil conti

o appl

- Or power gmmatmn and

:0 a-..:

“. jan-and 'paﬂlallly
‘que rnughseacon

uatic and aerial
5 0 thePCG DENR
lippine Navy
rlier _dispatchad
area to assess the

scope of the oil spill imd
ecover the oil throy gh

ical oil spill
i wheamandle&;s!ﬂined _ Sl
- 2 gg&d OJkg:ﬁoluw The n%qdeat occuryed
; sp s;xerson afte M Pmncess Em-
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. Tiniyak ni Pangu-
long Ferdinand Mardds
Jr. na pagkakaloobs
ng gobyerno ng kauku
lang tulong ang
pamilyang apektad

A R B S S S

¢ |ng oil spill o pagkalat

ng langis sa karagats
sanhi ng lumubog. 2
barko sa karagatan ng
Orienral Mindoro.

Sa kanyang Twi
post, sinabi ng Pa
lo na

- PBBM pinasakiolo DS\ s

magitan ng Dep

ment of Social Wel- at
~fare and Development

(DSWD) na magbigay

ng iba’t ibang klase ng
. ayuda sa mga pamilya

at mga indibidwal na
maaapektuhan ng oil

spill.

ns Pa-
ngulo na nakﬂdpagm
lungan na De

ment of Environment
and Natural Resmm:es
: (DENR) ¢ sa Intemauonal

iniulat -:_
Coast Gudrd

Phgl ppme

. cess Erpress na

cargo shjp na MT

kargang 800,004
ng industrial fuel
Samaritala, na

may
litro

oil.
rpasa-

lamat dir si Pangulong
Marcos sa Petrbn at
Shell dakil sa pag-alok

ng tulon; ng mg
turang ]mmpanyc

keigamitan upang

kalat ng langis

a na-

para

~sa mga kinakailangang
maib-
'san ang epekto ng

pagr

da da-
‘gat. (Prince Goﬂrz)a

Prin--

EDITORIAL
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spill

.- . 1 i |
The |Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG)| yvesterday adviiqed
: i

residents of four municipalities
in Oriental Mindoro to refrain
from fishing due to an oil spill
currently wreaking havoc in

the province due to thie sinking
of motor tanker (MC) Pnnce‘ 8
Empress.

{T urn fo Page 3)

Or Min_

(From Page 1)

as “pxclusion areas”
medns that residents
prohibited from coming

health hazards.

Admiral Artemio Abu PCG
commandant, Jomqi the
aerlal surveillance in the
vicinity waters off Pﬂaujan

The PCG designated the
towns of Naujan, Pola,

" Pinamalayan, and Bona:Lbong
which

are
s into
contact with the cu&‘tl_ine
watkrs because of p{it;Qible

to determine the extent |pf
the oil spill as patches pf
emulsified oil were seen in the
coastal waters from the four
municipalities.

“May exclusion areas ha
tayong inilagay, ibig sabiliin
may areas na hindi na dapat
puntahan sapagkat delikatlo
at maaaring maapektuhan
kalusuganng mga tao (Wehs

dangers m thelr health) Rear
Admiral Armando Balilo, ,(‘G
spokesperson, said in a ra
interview with dzBB.

This would be & problem for
the provincial gevernmént of
riental Mindoro as the primary
livelihood in the affe¢cted
unicipalities is fishing.|
“Mahirap man itong mga

bagay na ito paro kailgngan |

ating gawin pira mas lalong
indi magkarden ng epekto
a mea kababavan nafiin na
angingisda (This is difficult
o do but it's a must sg as to
revent further camage pnour
fishermen)” Balilo stated.

0il spill affects the r:rarine
scosystern ag il contamiinates
he resources arl € destroys their
abitat, which could also lead
to health problems on hpmans

o= T TR e T

=)
when these are consumed.

MT Prm

858

have

to th
Cont

that|
indus

Acdording to the Coast
Guard Aviation Force, they

ybserved an oil spillage

with an estimated area of two

ee kilometers in length.
inmenl operations were

ongaing to prevent the spillage
from i
Thf

urther spreading.
PCG earlier confirmed

trial cargo fuel onboard

the 800,000 liters of

started spilling

also leaked wh

Environment
Resourc

warned| that

threatens to hiarm at least 21
ed areas in the

marine protect
prmﬂincé?r

and have mixed
with the vessel's diesel fuel that

Naujan.

s (DENR) reportedly

Empress have

en it sank last

rtment of
and Natural

the oil spill
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State of

CAMP

lalim na ang
Pola sa Ori
'sa state of

matapos 2

ing kulay
. ub!g-’dag

—m ar .

I@m
sa nararanasang oil splll
sa kanilang karagatan-

o]
L_

'calamity ldlnmﬁsa Pala, Driental Mindoro

_wcs_n TE

at apektado rin ang kabu- | sa motp tanker na lumu-
hayan ng. j(aniiang mga |pog ngmay 400 metro s&
mangi lalim ng dagat.

‘Nabatid ma ang MT Nabatid na plane na
Princess Empressaymay rin ng iba pang lokal ng

kargang 800,000 litro ng alaan na apektadg *
industrial fuel oil nang lu- | 5pill na magdeklara
mubog nang hampasin ng e of cala

malalaking alon habang May 14 munlmpahdad
naglalayag sa karagatan |ang Oriental Mincloro na

ra, San Teodoro,
'.Nau;an Victoria,
t inama-

" ng Oriental Mindoro. Na- - lnalgallangqn ng Puertc

sagip naman lahat ang’
mga crew at flang Pﬂsa-
nasabing




