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Sunken tanker’s
spill reaches shores

CITY OF CALAPAMN—The oil spill caused by a
sunken fuel tanker has spread and reached the
shores of several towns in Oriental Mmdum, po-
tentially posing damage on Ash sanchiarie;
least ;1 marine protected areas managed
al communities. The Philippine Coast Gu 'd on
Thursday reported a spill along the coastline of

FAD LOWER
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Pola town and “patches of emulsified il
Pmamalay?.b,. —STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF

Suinkéh tanker’s fuel

cargo leaks into sea

At least 1 marine sanctuaries in waters off Mindoro ¢

By the Inguirer Staff

@Team Ingyirer

CITY OF CALAFAN —The ail
spill
tan ker has apread and reached
the shores of several towns in
Oriental Mindoro, increasing
the risk of damaping: fish sanc.
tuzries in at least 21 vparine pro-
tecied areas managedd by local
commugnitles, reports from the
Fhilippine CGoast Gu:ard (PCGE)
and the environment depart-
ment showed on Thursday..

The wessel, MT Princess
Emipress, which was carrying

Eoo,ooo liters of fuel, was on

its way to Tloilo province from
Limay, Bataan, when engine
trouble developed and began
to =ink on Tuesday morning.
In a report postad on social
media, the PEG said it observed
an ail spi]]|a]{mg e sh_ur;as
ol Barangay Bubiay na Tubig
in Pola tuw:n and “patches of
emulgified oil"—or a mix of
industrial fuel and oil—along
the coasttine of Pinamalayan
towiL These areas are 60 kilo-
mieters and g2 km, fespective-
Iy, from the waters off Naujan
town, where the vessel cap-
sized early Tuesday and even-
tally sank on Wednesday.
After conducting water
sampling in Naujan, Pola and
FPinamalayan towns, the Envi-
ronmental [(Management Bu-
TeAl Tepor that 21 marine
protected areas, located as far
as 40 Jon From the ézstern sec-

mmeﬂhyamukmﬂml'

WATER SAMPLING  In this handout photo from the Philippine
Coast Guard and taken on March 2, a coast guard personnel

eollacts water samples from an area hit by oil spill off the
waters of Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. The spill, a mix of industrial
fuel and 0il, came from atanker that sank there on Tuasday.

i
tionjof Balingawan Point, could
be impacted by the oil spill,

It has mapped potential
risk| areas - including seagrass
hedd, mangroves and disper-
slofy pathwaj,‘s for spawmed
fish Jarvae, " the agency said in
a statement on Wednesday.

The [Department of Envi-
ronment and Narural Resourc-
e3 (DENR) said the POG would
&pill booms to shield the
ne protected areas.

Coentinuous cleanup
| Patrals by the Naujan Bantay
Dagar (sea watch) also reported
that the 011 spill had reached the
waters off Sibale Island in Rom-
Llod province, more han 62 kin
south of Naujan.
riental Mindoro Gov. Hu-
to Dolor, in a statement,
sa‘;q the oil spill had spread in

e vicinity of Sitio Tuhod in
Barangay Herrera, Naujan.

The coverage area was es-
timated to be & km long and 4
lem wide: The spill, Dalar said,
has become a risk o Naujan's
three fish,sancroaries, its pub-
lic cemetery, Pitugo Beach,
Papangkil Beach and the Mon-

temayor Cove, as well as the .'

gseven fish sanctoaries and
Folacay Beach In Pola town

and four fish sanctuaries im:

Pinamialayan towil.
Dolor had instructed the
PCG in the province to deploy

vessels along these coastlines |

o warn fishermen who might
sail near the spillage area.

The PCG-owned mgboat
Titan mnduued spraying oil

dispersants| in «the area on |

Thursday, the agency said. The
tanker’s shipping company,

il

| im: 8k

dy Loy

ﬁ--

atenedhyspill

as slick, pqtclres of emulsified oil’ reach coastal villages

RDC Reield Marine Services Inc.,
has contracted Malayan Towage
aned Salvage Corp. to assess the
level of oil spillage, it added.

Verde Isli_l,mi Passage

“Cur primary concern is to
determine the exact location of
tgemsunkm tankef, secure and

eve its 1uﬂu5tri.'1[ fuel car-
g0 and prevent the spread of

| comtamination that will bring

harm to residents, the local
hshing industry and the biodi-
wversity of the Verde Island Fas-
sage (VIP)," Dalor said,

| - The ¥IP i5 a resource-rich
hody of water -spanting the
provinces of Batangas, Marin-
duque, Romblon, Occidental

| Mindoro and Oriental Mindoro.

Dolor has been coordinating
with Naujan Mayor Henry Joel
Tewves and Environment Under-
scretary  Marilow Erni, as well
as the Burean of Fisheries and
Aquatic Resources on what mea-
sures to take to contain the spill,

In coordination with the
PCG and Philippine Air Force,
the DENE's *Task Force Naujan
il spill” |wuu1d comduct aerial
surveillance in the coming days
{to further monitor the situa-
tioi. The DENR has alsa tapped
‘experts in the private sector to
help it addressing the incident
and creating a mid- to long-
term risk management strategy
|for the affected area. —meporTs
FROM MADONNA T. VIROLA, DELFIM
T. MALLAR] JR., JANE BAUTISTA AND
|I-'I.l.IIEES MANGOSING MO

.
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The shoreline

L three
towns in Oriental| Mindoro
have been affected| by an wil
spill from the motor tanker

MT Privice Empress

in the waters off Naujan, Ori-
ental Mindora.

The Philippinis| Coast
Guard (PCG) sad i 15 work-

ing double fime to g
shorelines of Naujan,

and Pinamalayan.

~ The PCG said it }5 imple-
the ﬂ:}un:e of the GJ'I spill and
recover spilt Di] aside from
::nndun:i:mg enl.

It said . spﬂl e g
was mnmmred al g the
shore in hay nia
Tuhig in Pola.

As of yesterday afternoon,
‘the vil spill had reached an

area six kilometers long and
four kilometers wide,

The nil tanker was carrying
800,000 Titers of industrial fuel
when it encountered engine

“problem and drifted due to

rough seas before it sarik.

PCG spokesman Rear Ad-
miral Armand Balilo said the
agency is ready Lo deploy vl
apu]] booms am:l dlspﬂsamta,

L e
R saHT

it lan, rigmgfmg‘:s Fi gm:tgutﬂ:rt
nig barko, pero hindi fr.:yn nagpa-
pakakampante, sinusuri na po

10 1g g I‘t:‘"ngmam{e

environimental' protection

command kasamg ng Depart-

yesterday the

ment of ﬁnﬂ roriment and
Matural Resources (DENR),"
Balile said

The D.EN-R announced

Force Nauj n

Environment Secretary
Maria Antonia ¥ulo-Loyzaga
designated DENR Under-
secretary and chief of staff
Marilou Enki, wWho served as

l:u':purutu d resl':ltm#e
D(‘Jm'd.matﬂ art ol spill
r.!: i rnsin;Z(EhLS.

0 ﬂf the task

Eﬂrce was agreed upon after

an emerg
DENR with
Mindoro G vi Bonz IJ_uh}r
and Nauj'a;l':r Mayor Henry
|

riental Mmdoré oil spill

eaches shore in 3 towns

Joel Teves:

Twenty-one locally man-
aged marine pmh?r' -d areas
are threatened by the oil spi

< pecording o the [114R.

Fr. Bdu Garigue:, conve-
nor of the Protect the Verde
Island Passage (VIF) raised
concern that the oil spill
would affect marin: life in
the area.

The 1 4 million-hecare VIR
which is called the " cender of

e ‘center of marine shore-
‘ish biodiversity.” is home
{o-over coral species, un-

derwater rock canynns, reef

. tormations and 60 percent

of known shore fish species
in the world. - Robertzon

Itamirez, Evelyn f'vlac.ﬁra'nl w
4
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i The [1|h111pp1ne Upast hijan:l
iPﬂG‘J 1'1t1b slarted securing| the
}hurelm‘js of at least four ¢

in Orierjtal Mindoro foll w—
ing the sinking of an oil tank-

er loaded with #80,p00 llteqa of

industrlal oil in the sea of] the
PIDV.I.D.CE L
Traces of oil have heen moni-
tated in some coastal barangays
of Naujan,
and as o Ihurs'.x]a],r afterngon,
March z,| these were also n‘ion—
itored iy Barangzay Aplaya in
Bongabong which is more or less
35 nautical miles from wherd the
MT Prinepss Emiprose sank,
The oil tanker, which was al-
S0 ﬁdII'y'llrg 20 people later fes-
cued by nassing ships, encoun-
tereli_engr.ne troulle on Tuesday,

/" i |1i§ “;ﬂ;m.'l“’ F r' -0 ] ”:_II:"PI-'H BE: ml’-cll"

Mﬂﬁ!l-ﬁ&ﬁﬁBlll.l«E‘E‘lﬁ

THE NATION'S | EAIDMNG NEWSPAPED

S])lll reaches | 0

[
1 I |4
ﬁ]l ARRON. R :CUENED - - Feb. 28, causing it tobe pat

to come up with strategic

Pola, and Pinamalayan . - areas.

‘to address the situation,” & '
3

L1 R |

ly submerged off the wate
Naujan, It was fully subme
on March 1.

Ii1 & slatement, the PCG 5
it iz already co@rdmating j

i Natural Resources (DF

to secure at least 21 local
cine prutecteﬂ Areas in ]
Mindore provinees and nes

tise and all the aufallahlﬂ el
should be deployed in the are

Rear Admiral Armand Eahl{:.
spokesman. |

Based on inirial smtemnt,r
the ‘oil splll could reagcﬁl :af

;’7- j “ WFPEF i |I._'.'-l.,'.-r|
| Foaes e
e I | AT &

LOIER

HEHER
FTIRY

maximum radius of 40 kilomelers
from where he-oil tanker sanlk

The PCG said their initial
respanse was to contain the
soucee of oil spill and recovery
of spilled oil,

Tt said its persennel, along
with those of other government
ageneies, have been manually and
mechanically sepoping spilled oil.

-Absorbenl pads were also de-
pl&]rﬂl.i along with manual de-
ployment of oil spill boom and
abaorbent boom.

Balilo sail experts from pov-
ernrment anc| private companies

“have been meeting Lo come up

wilh thebest tneasures toaddcess
the problem Some of these ave
salvaging the sunken oil tank-
er and siphoning the remaining
oil to prevent it from spilling
futther,

EACEIAL
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HR bumuo ng Task

Force Naujan Oil Spill

BUMUO na ailg De-  (DENR) ag Task Force
mﬂh:t prﬂui oNTEnL Nmph Dil Spill wu.q_nd

ﬁﬁm ﬂum.mapd.

IME ng
sa m"!nng m@;fpagm “Hal sk e

ment Uit upang maksa-

k na rin ng kongkre-
mwn fHﬂHde'S zong b g o long-term
fi- 2 Lﬁ; lo-r:ally- lyman mg 1 gk mamgeme‘nt tiratemy
T R *ﬂpm fish tarvas, per s it affecreid ares
e mm@qmm Makikipap-ugnavan na  atupang hindi na it on:
oil l?:ht i ang D samgneksper-  maturang manine inciden
Iang s MpED poteh-

mnmrTgantﬁlﬁuvmv (RONALD BULA)
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By CORY MARTINEZ
& ZAIDA DELOS REYES

THE Department of Envi-  spill in;
ronment and Matural Re- {‘ﬂ.hﬁr m#ml:ua'ﬁ g

Force Maujan _ETetary Jemas

ess  dursecrotary Juan ui
i, - Aaaiakant Sect
-and comcurnent Ef;

] -giretlior i g
des, Assistant S

mclio, and ur:i.,ru.. ik
tives from the local g
. ment units: Provincis
vironment and’ Na
Resourcea [FEN
Alma Glbe and City
ronment and Mk
sources (CHNR)
Rl Boyless,

Taak Force Com-
previously.
EIE the curp-;!r.itg:'_

Erol i rpmw - The. ne
for de g Guumﬂ..-oﬂ Cusaesl” B FaﬂmF{

{DENR) has cre- tash force w;:

: its Marine Envirnmental
| Brotection Comesstid, s e

Tead apency tadled with
oospomse operabens in the
affecead area. i

Iiv ibs report, the 1300
confinmed that e MT Prin-
vesg Bimpresa, wwhich car-
ries B hber s of liwdue-

'h'm]imdﬁa.l:ll.ﬁ' ks sub-
mer

rﬂu ko epordinates,

| the PCC will bastall spill
| hooms tn protect the local-

]E,{j-numasﬁdlmmpe protect-

"I]wTas&r Bore, in
eraﬂon with PCCE and
pine Adr Force, will
rll:Jd' ant zerial survel-

Iamcm e coming I:iar]m’tn

further assess Hie sthuation. ©

Aa ot wrikinge, the il

| wpill haes readhed sin area six

ilometers 1 ared four
kllomelers
The ‘]JENR-EMB cofi-

|| ducted: walsr sampli
} N.m;?a.n, I'q:nla, axmi %\a

| sk

DA TE
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"LEAN-UP ::ﬁ'erts were unde: - way on the b
of a ct'mral hilippine islan Thursdaj,r atler p'_
/ cutken oil tankeér washed ashore, the coul

chief said, as fcars of coonomue and enmmnmerﬂmfg i
The oil spill off ]’.\;au an town o Mindorn m‘land reached thi &

Loyzaga suid in a stalement.

A it sailed into mug!l zeas il Najan
on Tuesday, the Princess Hmpress sank
w:rI;I;Lta eargo of 8OO0 Tiers (210,000

) ofindustrial fuel oil.

A nother vesael rescued the 20 crow
mjzthm ot hoand: but the Princoss
an;.rass iaa}sx:d m,'u,c]\ o d.t& cargu into

telmie A B

four mummps.htlw the ishand’s east  the sea after in tiglly spiliing dmwljuel:
a.l:cruﬂﬁ. AOULL | Il}rmsdn}, and q wﬂuchhad«be powe 1z the vessel. thi:

peared ‘o be flowing further south. Ph!jppmesf ms‘ﬁf Guar vaid. ,

Enu,;;mnnm Een.,maq Mar‘ln Aditatia 'Empimn .:'rii i1 “'%ard Thivw $o-

clsing on cnamﬂ i,ltsm up piven the
extant of the affur.lkf, shoreline, Loye-

deg said.

Piners will mmv-% lL guuess the 1w -

pact on teefs. Mo
as “passible Cn:ru‘Fem in
affect the viabiliy of
e

She added:

v and 563 Erasse,
' maight actually
1e¢a sysfems”
et that these &f-

forty. will tequirg sersoume] wheiwill
uccd L work over & permd ol time”?

3 f-: s
hlumeteﬂ.‘" (mine 5 arc miles) of wa-
ter by Wednesday, the coast guard
zad previously, | |

[t is rot knawn how much diesel Cuel

- and industral fuul ail 510 the water

' P;;smmcml goser nor Huzetlito Dolur

| maid a w&m’:h wis s
‘the sinclten tum ke, extimale
meters (1,500 [eef) ander the sea.

*The ¢oast guard Emadf ARRITANCES 10
us that they are ready to syphon off the
oil aneg they [dentify (the Jmauu:i},
Dolor told local mc-pha

“Lnfortunately. after two aerial sur-
veillance (Flights) ﬁe still.can’l find the
gxact locahion of th ship™

il] had % ad aver mmr_
tpr 2

L the uicgut 1
clleplnyed'éﬂ sl

" to break down
Fishermen |
dlcmg thiz m&'

ﬁﬂ-—kilﬁuntﬂ;; ;
Nﬂmgr and

chiefin ihe i
tal Mlﬂ.ﬁb{r}
“Wie have

along the Cﬁ,ﬂ_i&" T

“twould B
the possibility]
[y the ooral oo
biodiversiby™

I

e —

i GO m:ﬂ haﬂ

s to iry 10 oCoe

nd | fourisin operals
rﬁe end heayily on ke
) nndq

y of Wﬂ.tar hetm.tﬂ

ng mumicipality,

| disaster operations’

tefl provinee of Orign-
i

rnqltuiﬁ.J fish sanctusrics
203 s&ld

se imipact due to
2 oil could attiuzh

L :ui
thaﬁ

efs, prfr,r.lmg the maring
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THE Philippive Coa
vesterday sald traces of
frtc! il rmxe;i with el
ing from the dli-fared.
that sank ‘off Chilenel

rows, mxeal'rnmgma i

Folky q
s of We esday mgh
Smﬁ has I.aurh- emmmed'l

lomgiers long and four | ]
1.11&& af'mhﬂlhg'ﬁi thc L
— —

h l(dﬂyu

1]1

of Em'unnﬂre-rtr mx_! N#‘Lum. Paa_-
ML,

Jn i spatciount) e POG ﬁ:dd.

Calveady indanteial fugl
il 5p-ill in rhie swerere of
ricritad fofinelore u

has reached the shores
0 Brshay Bl.:la Tubq,} ih"T’trl:f ti:w.-n
n:m:n!u]r

3 ::-pnﬂ'mg 11::;".11. B, Uﬂm
" iodusteial el mil treen

Batana o Hois, sank #fier vias
i L‘ugrw trouhle. d.u‘ n‘_‘r'

Lo e

r:vei‘hmll I

ECy lnnE

Business Insi

spill and secowvery af the spilled il
The DENR warned that .EII

Navjan Ol Spill has heet ceeas
o Ll]llrl.qdl':ﬂti]? aﬂ:}r&ss thc Em;}.r
geocy situgtion 2nd creare 3 me
L risk mﬂﬂﬂgﬁm\r
LEPATCET f;nt tl-n: affected areas.
The PCG i8 set to install apill)

=i
i i |

UPFER FAGLT  |pATHER

Seary STORT

TRGE AOWER

| FAGE

hﬂumh Lo protect thye i::n:ul]}r—
managed marine protected dreas
while the PEilippin: Air Fprce
will conduet actial surveillange in
the coming dags 0 farther agsess
|| the s:l,mJ:m

==

ly dispersants in the areas, | locally managed matine protected
@%ft PUGhas prepated wn action  areas’ can e potentially affated
plan w address the problem, in- by che oil ssill, widitg it has.
cluding the contuinment of theoil mapped Pmcumlncdm:ﬂa;mchld-

ing seagrass beds, avngroves , and
dispersion pcrti:w-a}-s for spaprned

=ty

CMTORIAL
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.'.'rfahm: Euifa‘mnmmz Protecrinn e epiltail bhay 2 reached
Uit loeul government unic: and | the Weatrs of Becancoy Aplaya
vther sakebeddess have heoyy ar Brmgabeng (towr) O -real Mind.
dered o procecd 1o e afficted | om bas oninlormaton fom the
seesd for a sloreline elean-up. lippige Consr Guard Cummand
" The POG| intlally sald theoil | Cerres A the TNCC: added:
apill was mogily diceel fael burthy T said Barang o Aol A i ot
presence of industoal fied oil in 35 milesisouth o ol cre dhe ill-

atfeeted: areds vesterday indicated  Fated Pencess i ress vank
the cargo hild of the bessel heed  |ast Tae Ly !
bkl The BEG said |F has recewed
“Based on the shomeline 4esoas- information Froun ||.- /eluntesr
mett condutied by the PCG ia stroup Bratay Dagar ol the ol
Pifmma.imﬂ | lLwem), puvehos of dpilthasglstcvenched Sihale Teland
| crneleitd i 'wi:rlzfﬂbsﬂvﬁd.,” e ek Sbalong bk
l’CG waid, ‘1 See O 3+ P By
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The P_§ﬁ| haid that its response
strategies for the recovery of some

80,004 liters [of oil include manual

and mechanleal scooping and |lhe

deployment of absorbent pads.
For the containment, the BCG

deployment ¢
H}hﬂ PEG sad

Protection Unit teams and other
stakeholdears, and the logal
government uni

been told to

- Provincial Environment and Natfy

for the cleanup.
- The Department of Enviro
and Natural Resources said the oll

aras. I !
“On a maximum 40-kilometer
radius from five nautical milek east

managed marine protected arsus
‘potentially be affectod by the oiljspill,
_the DENR said in a statement, |
Oriental Mindoro Gow
Humerlito “Bonz® Dolor uh'lh%ada&*

said he had talked to the operator of
i had
Il be

the MT Princess Empress a
Treceived assurances they w

include Undersecrotary Junas | e s,
Undersecretary Juan Pﬂliamel'(fﬂna.
Assistant Secretary and concurrent
Environmental Management
Burpan Director Gilbert Gonziiles,
Assistant Secretary and conourrant
Biodiversity Management Bureay
Director Marcial Amaro Jr, Regional
Executive Director Lormelyn
Claudio, and representatives
from the local government units,
al
Resources Officer Alan L. Valle
and Community Environment and
Natural Resources Officer Rudel
Boyles, @t rof

g

CrATE

responsible: for any damage.

The DENR creatdd Task Forcs
Maujan Oil Spill after

meeting between the department, il

Fhilippine Coast Guard, Governor
ayor Henry

Dolor, and Nanjan
Joel Teves,
DENR Sevatary

Marilou Erjui as the task fores
commander, Firnl pr
as the corpurate gre
coprdinator during
oil spill in 2006, -

g Pespons
he Guimarg:

arig Alfonis
Yulo Loyzsga has designate
Underseeretiary and Chief of Sall

dously serve |

- Other members of the task foro-

AN eMmergency

towis
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which sank in the
waters of Naujan,
Oridntal Mindoro, on Tuesday, has

other towns in the province, | EJ

he Philippine Cnast Guard
(PO) bared on Thursday that
aside from Naujan, oil slick has
alsd been reported in seme parts
of the watés of Fola, Pinamalay?

d Bongabong, all in Dr‘ébﬂt#

doro. .

‘Mindoro-
other coastline towns

. 7 [ BrRéneAcasta || |
B oil spill from th E'l

Hl—fgléﬂ tanker MT|
Princess Empress,

alrepdy reacked the watersof thred

The Princess Empress driffed
into the waters of Naujan where
it completely sank on Wednesd."a'p

duetooverheating. It was carr yig
| at least 800,000 liters of industrial
| fuel oil. '
On Tuesday afternoon, the
PCG reported that the diesel pil
of the half-submerged tanker nas
began leaking and has already
affected @ stretch of 6 kilome-
ters of waters in Naujan aglaf
Wednesday. :
On Thursday, the oil slick has

widened and has spread int the
waters of Barangay Buhay na Tu-

| where a Lugb.nat tapped by the

owner of the sunken vessel con-
rinued to apply dispersant against
theoit spill. ~ '

It said Marine Environmental
Protection Unit {MEPU) teams,
other stakehnlders and the al-
fected towns have been informed |
toproceed to the affected areas for
shoreline cleanup.

The PCG said earlier thatamong
its objectives were Lo secure the
shorelines_of Maujan, Pola and
Pinamalayar as well as the maring|
protected areas, while recovering
the spilled oil and containing its
source, ik

after it developed engine troubile

big @n Pela nd Baranga:y' Aplaya

in Bongabopg, which is 35 nau-
lical miles pway from where the
3 i“' 1 L ER e t
The PCG said in a statemeéent

that hased ¢nits shoreline assess-
mentin the waters of Pinamalayan,
“patches o emulsified oil” have
been dateced.

“According to Bantay Dagat
membars. ik [the oil slick] has alse
gpread intyinore or less a hectare
of waters pear the Sibale lsland
PCG said,

' The PCG confirmed that leaked
industrial [fuel oil has also been

traced in [the waters of Naujan
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wag actually exvited and anx-

inus when I received the invita-

tion from Cavinti Tourism Siles

Uperators Association {CT308)Y
o join a group of vinggers and infly -
encers for a four-day tour o m:]jjc:l-:
the eco-adventure destinations of
Imilidcipality

of Cavinti, According to
the invitatior, “the tour is & tourism
advocacy campaign by CTS0A and ﬂt '
Municipality pf Cavinti headad by it
mayor, Arrantlee Arroyo, and the bl
nicipal tourism office [l
The invitation included the Tist of
allractions that the groip will visit,
and what caught my interest was the
inclusion of Cavint Underground River
and Cave Complex. I've beenian toh
€xplore the Cavinti Cave Compley sirice
it was discoverad in 2011 but pever ot
the chance, That was Many vears ago
when Twas young and active. T am now
a 61-year old retiree, and | wasn’t sure
it 1 can still be able to keep up with a
group of people half my ape. '
I have done fair sliare of taving iInl
Iy younger yezrs, Thave explored the |
caves of Cagayan many times, especially
Callao, Slerra, and the challenging San i
Carlos where I had to crawd on 5 less |
than a meter tunnel halt Hlled with |
soft mud. T alsodid cave connection in |
Sagada, where Thad to descend from the ;

fllL s
-'_--|._ i i ‘"“_l;“_ =103
e AT o

MANILAS

NATION'S LEADING NEWSPAP

e fountai
avinti Cave

‘and received our helmets. Whild

T 1 L
SRR g |

‘BULLETIN

n of

I3

g lg
lippings
o

inside the caves, Taking thi o
the'second largest in the Piy
next to Puerto Princesa Unde
River, [
The cave is located at the
Sierra Madre Mountains, and
was opened to tourists in 2013,
there from the Cavinti-Luniban 03
was already achallengs, But nowadal:
the toad leading to the cave cirmiple
i= now all-paved except for the  few
hundred meters Where one has fo dm?ﬂc
on muddy trail - The Cavind [Thurig .
Office in Pushlo Bl Sahvador 15| whiere
one Tust register, sign wajyer :i;l :

“l

get

1

i at -
tend briefing, and affer completiy gour
requireInents take a 30 - minure fve
the cave complex, Il

From where onr vehicleg
parked, we took a 15-minutes trel
staging area, where we niet our

wera
foithe

o

the fountain

o

[ _] G B ) I v O v T
IR BFrGER LAHH!S CITentAL o any
r I|_"_| sy STORY
TAGE TNEr
02-03-23
. -

water. “That's

SENIOR
BYAHER(

JOSEPH BauTTIS T

of youth, "
Our giide an-
nounced. Yo
can drink from
it!" T was abit
skeptical bix; there's o harm it
5o sooopex| HOMme water using m
and drank. ;

It must have been the waer frurm
the fountain of yauth that broo ght haclke
the energy 1o continue the exploration
of the succeeding chambers, Czone wag
the fear that I will not be ahle tn keap
up witt: the younger members. 1 iHcE,
I started welking past them 15 | . i
ahead and crassed the chast— deepiiter
to the “cailiedral chamber e o @
sheylight com ing from an apening at the
top flluminates an altar-shaped cryiral
formation.

1

W ande

underground cemetery, pass through |
VEIY HATrOwW pastages, Ewirn ot a small |
-:'hfst—daa-plagm}n, before exiting from | 2
the popular Sumaguing Gave. 1 haye | A
alss tricd caves It Tanay, in Sinuijorand | B
eveninBohol, | ¢ |
Caving is not for severely claustzo- | ENJOYING THE WATERFALIS Insite the cave. |
phobic people. Marrow and very tight LR : _
Pdssages can be [ruly psycholegically | of the young influencers in the Sroup Our guide led us ro the las| stop
| draining. 1 used fo he claustrophobic, | tnade themselves busy taking self 8 | | valled “waterfs Ls” with = natural pon!,
but when | discovered that caving al - | T asked the guide how lonp the cave sl | | “vou can bathe in here,” he Prrinted)
_Jeows you o dive intu the unkmown (and he replisg ‘ﬁm:}h—iﬂers'-img;” BTl ‘ | out. Withour hesitation, I jumped i,
- and explore 4 corpletely unfamiliar Mdedt‘naxwa:g:’hmgum? the “hagie! | the poal and pushed oy bady unde
- ecosystem. I got hooked, | enjuved wmmm‘mi.r&.m aboust two hiotf-s. | the waterfalls, Ll & child, I started
getting down and dirty, Sfugezing Our explorations startecl with sgv-| | laughiugnutlmlclaale_ujﬂym the wate
throtigh narruw passages and crawling  leral rivey Crossings, then a forest rdail | flowing from this underground rivor.
- though muddy Slirfaces, But those wers that leads to the mouth of & cave. Mhe| | | Getting old ii: natural and thar’s g)-
| the days when 1 was still flexihle, and 'Eu'tfam:e 15 hidden by ancient stalae. | g to happen to all of s, | choose by
weighed -ha]fl.essqs Lam today. tes wherc one has o squesze Hisbogy | find oy fuuntair, ta enjoy the simple
Cavinti Cave Wwiis discovered in 2009 throuph a tunnel aboyt twoe meters ugh | leasures that | fe brings to male me
by a Iocal farmer rollecting woods for. but ktee deep in water. The tunge] !'{;ﬂ ¥oung at whztever age,
-tharceal. Upoy discavery, the cave was leads to the Firsy chamber where vy (|
explored by professipyal cavers, LGUs | can see the huge pumpidn formatio o | (e aUhor is ¢ seniorwha receniy
and DENR and thE}r'Euund many hid- hundreds of stalactiles and stalagmite: | eriredd. IS tasie for adventyre has not
den chaimbers, secratpassages, under- | that already formed into column B Repthim from ravelling, usuailywio qoc-
ground river and lagoons and waterfalls and one giant stalactie drifting ' ;:-;ir::usmi roilfes,)
RS T b A= —__—'——————__ ==l _—
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‘wa ershed

Efn?ﬂm "‘“?E?% o e L

m iamm-:

Fnrj‘.‘tl.n e hnwaver there Iire prlvate :3tab-
lishments amf pro- enwr:inmqnt 'men and women,
who are re tu help state auth ntms m address-

mg the pro

ﬁua;r will do, by planting trees, such as
marra mahagan:.r, jﬂkﬂl, agahu ipil, kamigong
and frui ruit-bearing trees in wa erahed areas in

various parts of the nation. | |
In impoverished Philippines, there are 412 prin-
ﬂgal water basins in 119 proclaimed watersheds.
he numher, 18 are congid red major water

ng E;*t._hte, w#rsqmng Bf' ﬂ'!ﬂ pmg

basins.
- And the largest proclaime wnt.erahed in ‘thin
nation of more than 110 m) lion e iz the

180,460-hectare Lake Lanao 'Wnlbers Rescrva-
tion in Mindanao.
The Manila Water D_ompan,ﬂ ‘Water) has
ted and nurtured over 1.4 ﬂntrmm:ular
1ts ambitious “Watershed Pl’rﬂtect’fon and Manage-
ment Program.” |
Since the launching of the program in 2006, Ma-

nila Water has partnered wi DENR, M'WSS
various LGUs and mrlngeu eeple living in
watershed communities. AL
W’atari:
Qp.lmn Glm _ t&rﬂmd, Hanh—
X -m..
I..ihe_ Manila Water. Wat&r we g of -

the ﬁa;ﬁ;ghnw"-w&m bt | Proteosion. hodd
Manageme g0 a long way in urd
e R R T I
t's a move that -0 : 7 i
t.l,u-. Filipino people, including the ni'ﬂinmsjr citi= |
zens, ot |
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it's early days, but there are al-
y tough guestions belng

ked in the mining industry
out the inner workings of

the current leadership of the
Department of Environment

arnl Matural Resources (DENE)
[n particular, some mining
hiave raised a collective eye-

bmwwerﬁmﬂnmgufmepﬁr
official as officer in charge

2} of one of the depariment’s |

ke burean-leve] uniis, [

This QIC replaced another
official who also served as OIC
of the bureau,

The problem, some minihg
firmhs told Biz Buzz, is: thar this
new OIC actually has several
cases pending before the Office
Ombudsman that Envi-
Secretary  Tonmi  Yu-
may not have been

: aware of before she as-
signed him to this sensitive post.

More alarmingly, this OIC.

has alse been accused of vios
lating : geveral environmental
lawg, We hear this is the very
satmne reason why [ormer En-
vironment Secretary: Roy Ci-
maty relieved him of his re-
sponsibilities at the regional
level some years back,

Thogse issues are in the
past But in the present, the
concerns raised against this
OIC, are slightly  different.
Some players believe he is Fa-
voring a Chinese-owned min- min-

- previous owner of the

official

ture giant to go on the offensive
against scammers preving en
unsuspecting buyers.

Tkea Philipjpines, for exam-
ple, has soughl the help of the
cybercrime unit of the Philip-
pine National Police and the Na
' tional Bureau of Investigation
to inform the public about these
fake online sto-es and the legal
actions that they can take.

As of March 1, Thea Philip-
pines has receised some 718 re-
ports of scarnes fom its customers
and sofar, 64 scun websites have
been repormed by customers.

Tkea Philippines received
Its first report of a scam on

ing firm with hickel ore mini
activities in Zambales—ni
ore that is exported to China.
This Chinese-owmed  firm
is operating using the mining
rights of another firm which
claims it has yet to be the
total sum of P1 billion for those
rights. More Importantly, ' the
Chinese-cwned firm was previ-
ously accused of having upex?,\ted
without an environmental clear- |
m{h:dm&rofwtuchfm

|

rights is prohibited by law).
Just last January, the Phil-
ippine Coast Guard al |
vessel from Joading nickel | ore
consigned by the Chinese-owned  June 6, 2022. It said a custom-
firm for exporting the shipment  er saw an ad on Facebook with
to China: The Bureav of C | the Tkea name and trademark,
also issued a cease and = | placed an ordsr through the
der because the export did mot  frandulent wetbsite but the or-
have the requ;red pem:uts end | der was never rlelivered,
DECpET Tkea Philippines estimates
In any case, with this IC. unsuspecting Filipino  cus-
back in power in this key DENR | tomers have logt a combined
bureau, the previous owners of | |P1 million to these frandulent
the Chinese-owned firm's min- websites illegally using the
ing rights now fear the worst. | name and trademark of the
So the big question mow  popular Swedish brand.
is will Environment S Buyers are s advised to
Loyzaga move to rectify this be vigilant anc transact only
sttuation? Or will this OIC stay | throngh ikea'’s cfficial sites and
in place as some mining ﬁj;.-ns subscribe to the official Tkea
fear? Abangun! —oaxim umT | digital and secial media chan-

_ nels, —TINA ARCEG-DUMLAO g
Ikea warns Filipinos :
VS Scammers ;
The mushrooming of fraud- | ﬁp

ulent sites and sellers t:lalmiug |

to be 'Pgddhng Eﬂnm | Crmail us at Dizbae:iiinquirar.com.ph
products has prompted the i | deimon Nba pommmnsrhaie
Swedish homeware and fu I At halain: Vasae arramnan ity
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| emi&sfa ;
' the amount of water avai able

emrssrons h1

.11"1

hlgh | |

recard

m‘fﬁiwﬁ‘ﬁmumms am;unii' the warld

emitted tiiore catbon dioxide in 2t
mwﬂﬂlﬂ Fﬂlmmds i

power Jhm"' e

mﬂmﬁnmo
s heat and contrib-

: Drough
for hydro pawer,whlch increased
theneed to burn fossil fuels. d"-‘i'd*

as &'EW“EEFUHEI’F climate gﬁﬂb ,
tists, who warn that energy ugers
around the warld must cut emis-
sLOTE dmnlﬁfcalh to slow the dire
consequertces of g‘knhalwmug.
“Arry ons growth — even
1 percent| — i a failire," 'said
Roh Jackson, a professor of earth '
systemm
sity and chairman of the Global
Carbon PAHihe:t an Iiilﬂmﬂhal
group. “We can't afford growth.
Wecan't afford stasis. It's cuts or
chaos for pimtﬂnﬂmwm
h@mmﬂmmmmahm
for our hedhh and for the Earth.”
Carben &Fniﬂr emissions from

&rﬂv&up_t ’l:;tl :
ectricity.

scinnce at Stanford Unfver- b

rom natiral wmhchl

_' | a.y_.i gﬁﬁ_plmﬁth.at
ok :,w grir %*.ﬁﬁht

he em-;_um-_ Liompis

Une ;x.c. ipn ‘4«‘33 {be:paﬂ—

dmlgw 2020, when trayel
all but came: b a s}*ﬂsﬂﬂ.; :
Last year's, zw!qfhrrpmlgns,
though a recor Was nav
enh??r:lssln' rd:ife;gﬁ'%ﬁhaﬂ
expected. |
;}“;Eimmgd
able energy dectic yehicles ai
an additional 3 sof car
bon dioxids enissio s, the IEA said
“Strict pand 1i¢:‘-tﬁmn'l'¢r?_i.ﬁd
weak econom _gr&tﬂﬁ‘ﬁiiﬂlﬁ.&a

to limit overall alobal etiiissions.
Andin "pE" ithe FEA said

'-: T "; m

wmﬂw
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mmwmmnmmum-_ oy,
hids not latsr than fen oiclock (10:00) A M. March 24, 2003 zethe foae nitusirial puipnsss ¢
tract of fand harsin talow deseribed: < g nd i

i
[
2

m@uwmwmmm&wﬁmmm the annual rankal, whict

sell ot s leas thein hree. per cantur (3%) of e valos of e foad g !
the vas o he exising imomvemonts. - 11 28 OF e lbid pius one ger cantum (13%) 5

IW.MMMEMMWWMM,: e commenesmant of the

ik can be atcepisd. 4
mmnhidﬁghmﬂnmnfwhﬂrmrdsm under & Huly cactited Spacal Power ¢

'H;nﬂ'lﬂfn D'um Mﬁddlhg. B‘HMMMMm afdiiinng] mﬂmmmm ki
Hudhmﬁﬂﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁ{:ﬂ IW.H‘HHW.MIH: : Hﬂﬂwrﬂﬂﬁm&d

e successtl bider If over than the applicant st rimbiree mﬁrLru'mﬁnﬁ
mﬁhmumwﬂiwnwdmhﬁ. '

Dlava Chty. Phiippines, Febryary 1, 2003 :

N3 Officar
Km?.ﬂ’Eanrud. Eangreal, Davao | .
Ernm!ﬁm:cmmdmmdm.mm Teslesfae m% mels 7




I

HITIF:

ATRATECHC

MM LUNICATION
L]

WITEATIVES
A

FFTE FAZE |
STOEY

&a Departmant of Emimmﬂmt.:mu Natural Resourcas
e Zostenunity Emironmant and Natura Resources g
S I

Dmﬁamuwdmsma&hmw;m-mj E anG Naliral Resntmes Office. I ingksl,

"PAGPAPAUPA NG LUPANG PUBLIKO

Hywmm%'pmwmwui:j?m 10:00 ng iwTriage &1 ka 24 g Marso

Far paitpaihan ang lsang sukit na hugarg publlks o infacawan 53 Baha iy
g R e 1.l Sarangay Panscan, Divea Ciy |
'+ Dashripsion Do Lol MRIDMZ0D |
Suakeat D TEET metro hwada; |
Tesehan v Lupa 1 Pha 830000 Bada meti awad-as
5 balhuzng Pi 62808,100.00 |
Hatagja ng Makatayong Froyakic £ |
Aglikante : NEWH VA OIL ML NG

pina
iga5
&g
kil
Izang

Ang | kampatan na pafin any h_Esa".ﬁ_l'lH fupa ay Bltigay a; 130 g parido na mahapagtibicay ny
Bang (1% plrsyanty aahadaga-rrg_ MMm. Upang &y isarg tap ay maakasam 5z
!ui:sia ay naka doposit ilya ng helagang Latemites ng by upa, mu.mii;qﬁ: ay

sk ay ihatade pera MDD A0y kebuLiang tatlorig Buwdr
famggih; mamﬂqmﬂmmnpﬂ@m izl

%) pomyentc s halags rghga at |

I Tgf BUbGELs, ang taoeg edmal ay rrﬂgimnng




