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CITY OF CALAPAN-The oil
spil, caused by a sunken fuel
tan! .er has spread and reached
the shores of several towns in
OI ental Mindoro, i.ncreasing
the risk of damaging fish sanc-
tuaries in at least 21marine pro-
te .ed areas managed by local
communities, reports from the
Phil 'ppine Coast Guard (PCG)
an, the environment depart-
men showed on Thursday.

The vessel, MT Princess
Empress, Wfich wa.~.carrying
80c .000 liters of fuel, was on
its' 'ay to Iloilo province from
Limay, Bataan, when engine
trouble developed and began
to sink on Tuesday morning ..

1'1 a report posted. on social
media, the PCGsaid it observed
an oil spill along the shores
of Barangay Buhay na Tubig
in Pola town and "patches of
emu.sified oil" -or a mix of
industrial fuel and oil-along
the coastline of Pinamalayan
t011n. These areas are 60 kilo-
meters and t42 km, respective-
ly, from the Iwaters off Naujan
town, where the vessel cap-
sized early Tuesday and even-
tually sank on Wednesday.

After conducting water
sampling in. Naujan, Pola and
Pi iamalayan towns, the Envi-
ronmental Management Bu-
reau reported that 21 marine
protected ateas, located as far
as 40 km from the eastern see-
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Sunken tanker's
spill reaches shor

CITY OF CALAPAN-The oil spill cause
sunken fuel tanker has spread and reach
shores of several towns in Oriental Mind~~' po-
tentially posing damage on fish sanctuarie in at
least 21 marine protected areas managed y 10-
.cal communities. The Philippine Coast Gu d on
Thursday reported a spill along the coas i
Pola town and "patches of emulsified oil" 0
Pinamalayan. -STORY BY THE INQUIRER STAFF

,...ta
leaksi sea

.tened by spill
-llages

CReield Marine Services Inc.,
as contracted Malayan Towage
d Salvage Corp. to assess the

evel of oil spillage, it added.

Verde Island Passage
"Our primary concern is to

Idetermine the exact location of
the sunken tanker, secure and
etrieve its industrial fuel car-

go and prevent the spread of
contaminatton that wlll bring

arm to residents, the local
shing industry and the biodi-
ersity of the Verde Island Pas-
age (VIP),"Dolor said.

The VIP is a resource-rich
---fl-tblt'lody of-water -spanning-the-

rovinces of Batangas, Marin-
duque, Romblon, Occidental

indoro and Oriental Mindoro.
Dolor has been coordinating

ith Naujan Mayor Henry Joel
eves and Environment Under-

scretary Marilou Emi, as well
as the Bureau of Fisheries and

quatic Resources on what mea-
sures to take to contain the spill.

In coordination with the
PCG and Philippine Air Force,
the DENR's 'Task Force Naujan
Oil Spill" would conduct aerial
surveillance in the coming days
to further monitor the situa-
tion. The DENRhas also tapped
experts in the private sector to
help in addressing the incident
and creating a mid- to long-
term risk management strategy
for the a~ected area. -REPORTS
FROM MADONNA T. VIROLA, DELFIN

T. MALLARI JR., JANE BAUTISTA AND

FRANCES MANGOSING INQ

WATER SAMPLING In this handout photo from the Philippine
Coast Gl~ard and taken on March 2, a coast guard personnel
collects ltater samples from an area hit by oil spill off the
wat,$rs 0 Naujan, Oriental Mindoro. The spill, a mix of industrial
fuel and ii, came from a tanker that sank there on Tuesday.

tion 'of B~ingawan Point, could
be impa5ted by the oil spill.

.IIt as mapped potential
risk, are s including seagrass
beds, m ngroves and disper-
SiO~ pa hways for spawned
fish' arv e," the agency said in
a st te nt on Wednesday.

he epartment of Envi-
ronmen and Natural Resourc-
es (~EN) said the PCG would
install s ill booms to shield the

rotected areas.

Co tinuous cleanup
atr Isby the Naujan Bantay

Dagat (s a watch) also reported
that. the il spill had reached the
wa:t~s 0 Sibale Island in R?m-
blo pro ince, more than 62 km
sou of aujan.

rie tal Mindoro Gov. Hu-
merlito olor, in a statement,
said the.oil spill had spread in

the vicinity of Sitio Tuhod in
Barangay Herrera, Naujan.

The coverage area was es-
timated to be 6 km long and 4
km wide. Tre spill, Dolor said,
has become a risk to Naujan's
three fish.sanctuarfes, its pub-
lic cemetery, Pitugo Beach,
Papangkil Beach and the Mon-
temayor Cove, as well as the
seven fish sanctuaries and
Polacay Beach in Pola town
and four ij.sh sanctuaries in
Plnamalayan town.

Dolor had instructed the
PCG in the province to deploy
vessels along these coastlines
to warn fishermen who might
sail near the spillage area.

The PrG-owned tugboat
Titan con9nued spraying oil
dispersants in I the area on
Thursday, the agency said. The
tanker's shipping company,
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ie tal Minda 0 oil spill
eaches shore i 3 t 'W s

The shoreline n three
towns in Oriental indoro
have been affected y an oil
spill from the mo tanker
MT Prince Empress t at sank
in the waters offN 'an, Ori-
ental Mindoro.

The Philippi ~coast
Guard (PCG) said i s work-
ing double time to re the
shorelines of Nau ,Pola
and Pinamalayan.

The PCG said it S imple-
e ting measures t ontain

the source of the oil ill and
recover spilt oil as . e from
conducting spill ass s ment.

It said oil spill s r ding
was monitored al g the
shore in Barangay B ay n
Tubig in Pola.

As of yesterday afternoon,
the oil spill had reached an
area six kilometers long and
four kilometers wide.

The oil tanker was carrying
800,000liters of industrial fuel
when it encountered engine
.problem and drifted due to .
rough seas before it sank. .

peG spokesman Rear Ad-
miral Armand Balilo said the
agency is ready to deploy oil
spill booms and dispersants,
among other resources.

"We're still hoping na sana
ita Langang langis na ginagamit
ng barko, pero hindi tayo nagpa-
pakakampante, sinusuri na po
ita ng mga eksperto ng marine
environmental protection
command kasama ng Depart-

ment of nvironrnent and
Natural R sources (DENR),"
Balilo said

The D NR, announced
yesterday e creation ofTask
Force Nauj Oil Spill.

Enviro merit Secretary
Maria Ant nia ~ulo-Loyzaga
designate DENR Under-
secretary. d chief of staff
Marilou E i, who served as
corporate round response
coordinator when an oil spill
occurred in uirparas in 2006,
as task force head.

The creation of the task
force was a~eed upon after
an emergen

f
meeting of the

DENRwith e PCG,Oriental
Mindoro G v. Bonz Dolor
and Nauja Mayor Henry

\

JoelTeves.
Twenty-one locaLy man-

aged marine P" tec ed areas
are threatened by th oil spill,
according to the DE

Fr. Edu Gar guez conve-
nor of the Protect the Verde
Island Passage VIr I, raised
concern that t le otl spill
would affect marin _ life in
the area.

The 1.4 million-her- VIP,
which is called the "ce ter of
the center of marine shore-
fish biodiversi y," l' home
to over 300 coral spec es, un-
ierwater rock canyo s, reef
ormations and 60 ercent

(If known shor fish pecies
in the world. - 0 ertzon
ll.lmirez,Evel dac an
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Oi spill eaches
The ilippine Coast Gu

I ~PCG) h 'started securing
shorelin of at least four to ns
in Orie al Mindoro follo -
ing the i king of an oil ta k-
er loade ith 880,000 liter of
industri 1 oil in the sea of he
province

Trace of oil have been mo i-
tored in, me coastal barang ys
bf Nauja ,Pola, and Pinamalayan
and as 0 Thursday afternoon,
March 2, hese were also mon-
itored i Barangay Aplaya in
pongabo which is more or less
35 nautic miles from where the
MT Prine s Empress sank.

The oi tanker, which was I-
so carryi 20 people later r s-
cued by ssing ships, enco n-
tered eng e trouble on Tues y,

~ ---

Feb. 28, causing it to be par ia11 I
ly submerged off the wate s o~
Naujan. It was fully subme ge~
on March 1.

In a statement, the PCG
it is already coordinating
the Department of Environ
and Natural Resources (D
to come up with strategic
to secure at least 21 local
rine protected areas in the
Mindoro provinces and ne rby
areas,

"The instruction given to us
by PCG Admiral (Artemio )IAbu
is for all personnel with exper-
tise and all the available aslsets
should be deployed in the rea
to address the situation," aid
Rear Admiral Armand Balilo, CG
spokesman.

Based on initial statem nt,
the oil spill could .re ac a

DATE

in coa t
maximum radius of 40 kilometers
from where the oil tanker sank.

The peG said their initial
response was to contain the
source of oil spill and recovery
of spilled oil.

It said its personnel, along
with those of other government
agencies, have been manually and
mechanically scooping spilled oil.

Absorbent pads were also de-
ployed, along with manual de-
ployment of oil spill boom and
absorbent boom.

Balilo said experts from gov-
ernment and private companies
have been meeting to come up
with the best measures to address
the problem. Some of these are
salvaging the sunken oil tank-
er and siphoning the remaining
oil to prevent it from spilling
futther.
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pENR bumuo ng Task
,Force Naujan Oil Spill

BUMUO na ang De-
partment of Envir nment
and Natural Res rces

(DENR) ng Task Force
Naujan Oil Spill kasunod
ng emergency meeting nito
sa Philippine Coast Guard
(PCG), Oriental Mindoro
Governor Bonz Dolor, at
kay Naujan Mayor Hen-
ry Joel Teves.

Itinalaga naman ni
DENR Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo Loyzaga si
Undersecretary at Chief of
Staff Marilou Erni bilang
Task Force Commander.

Si Undersecretary Erni
ay naging corporate
ground response coordi-
nator sa nangyaring
Guimaras Oil Spill noong
2006.

Ang Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG), partikular
ang Marine Environmen-
tal Protection Command,
ang lead agency sa re-
sponse operations.

Nakapagsagawa na ang
EMB ng water sampling
sa tatlong munisipalidad,
ang Naujan, Pola, at Pina-
malayan.

May 21 na locally-
managed marine protect-
ed areas ang apektado ng
oil spillage .:

Kabilang sa mga poten-

I • ,
tial risk area ay ang sea-
grass beds, mangroves, at
dispersion pathways para
sa pangitlugan ng isda 0
spawned fish larvae.

Nakikipag-ugnayan na
ang DE R sa mga eksper-
to at sa mga Local Govern-

ment Unit upang rnaka-
:?aglatag na rin ng ko gkre-
tong hakbang 0 long-term
risk management rtrategy
para sa mga affec are 1
atupang hindi na m ulit a g
naturang marine i ent,

(RONALD uLA)
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THE D~partment of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) has cre-
ated Task Force Naujan
Oil Spill to further assess
the extent of the oil spill-
age caused by the sinking
of MTI Princess Empress
In Ode~lal MIndoro, '

The task force was 'cre-
ated after an emergency
meetin~onvened between
the Ql NR, \hilippi?e
Coast q ard, Oriental Min-
doro Governor Bonz Dolor,
and Naujan Mayor Henry
Joel Tel\fs.

DE~, Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo Loyzaga has
'desigIlated Undersecretary
and Chi~f of Staff Marilou
Erni as Task Force Com-
mander. Erni previously
served as the corporate
ground response coordina-
tor du . g the Guimaras oil

its Marine Environmental
Protection Command, is the
lead agency tasked with
response operations in the-
affected area.

In its report, the PCG
confirmed that tl IeMTPrin-
cess Empress, vhich car-
ries 800,000 lite s of indus-
trialized fuel oil, has sub-
merged.

WithknownoD<ClrdinateS,
!:he peG will il',lall spill
booms to protect the local-
ly-managed marjne protect-
ed areas.

The Task Force, in coop-
eration with roc: and the
Philippine Air Force, will
conduct an aerial surveil-
lance in the coming days to
further assess the situation. '

As of writing, the oil
sl?illhas reached an area six
kilometers long' and four
kilometers wide.

The DENR-BMB con-
ducted water sampling in
Naujan, Pola, ana Pina-
malayan.

spill in 2006. .
Other members of the

task force include Underse-
cretary Jonas Leones, Un-
dersecretary Juan Miguel
Cuna, .Assistant Sectetary
and concurrent En:3'iron-
mentalManagement Bureau
(EMB) Diredor GlEberlGonzales, Assistant e-
tary and concurrent iodi-
versityManagement au
(BMB) Director M~rcialAmaro [r., Regional xecu-
tive Director Lor elyn
Claudio, and repre enta-
tives from the local g vern-
ment units: Provinci 1En-
vironment and N tura
Resources (PENR) 5>fficer
Alma Gibe and City Envi- .
ronment and Natur~l Re-
sources (CENR) O~ficer
Rodel Boyles.

The Philippine Coast
Guard (PCG), particularly ---------"'~
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with its cargo of 800,000 liters (2to,OOO
gallons) of industrial fuel oiL.

Another vessel rescued the 20 ere mem-
berson board, but the PrincessEmpr leaked
some of its cargo into the sea after' .tially
spillingdieselfuel,which had beer! wering
the vessel,the Philippine Coast GuaI1 said.

Environment personnel "are no focus-:
ing orrcoastal cleanup" given the ent of
the affected shoreline, Loyzaga sa~ .

Divers will, meanwhile, assess lIe im-
pact on reefs, mangroves and sea asses,
as "possible contamination might ctually
affect the viability of these systeit"

"Weexpect that these efforts
ersonnel who will need to
eriod of time."

The spill ad spread over 24 square ki-
lometers ( i e square miles) of water by
Wednesday. e coast guard said previously.

It is not own how much diesel fuel
and indus i I fuel oil are in the water.

Provinci Gov. Humerlito Dolor said a
search was s ill underway for the stricken
tanker, esti ated to be 460 meters (1,500
feet) un de he sea.

"The co1s guard made assurances to us
that they ~r ready to siphon off the oil

Ram Teme ~>disaster operation
the affecte~ province of Oriental

"We hav many fish sanctuar
the coast," emena said.

''It' cou~ have a huge impa
the possibi ity that the oil COUldjtach to
the coral efs, affecting the m i: ne bio-
diversity." ongabong municip I disaster
officer Mi ael Fanoga said fishe en had
complain of a "foul smell" ut two
kilometert offshore.

"If it s reads in the shordf' e, our
beaches w II be destroyed as vJ~I as the
remaining coral," Fanoga said. AFP

once theylden ify [the location J," Dolor
told local med ~.

"Unfoitunat Ily,after two aerialsurveil-
lance [flightsJ, e still can't find the exact
location fdie hip." In the meantime, the
coast gu rd ha Ideployed oil spill booms
to try to ontai the material and sprayed
chemica s to b leak down the oil.

Fishe en a d tourism operators along
the coas depe d heavily on the waters for
their liv lihoo s.

Oil h s bee spotted along a roughly
60-kilo eter stretch of water between
Naujan ~nd BI ~gabong municipality, said



SUNKEN TANKER'S
LEAKING FUEL

_BLACKENS COAST
NEWS/A2:

LEAN-DIP efforts were under way on the lackened coasts
of a central Philippine island Thursday aft r spillage from a
sunken oiltanker washed ashore, the cou ry's environment

hief said, as fears of economic and environment haEf grew.
The oil spill off Naujan town on Mindoro island reache the sfores of the nex>
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our municipalities on the island's east
oast around noon Thursday, and ap-
eared to be flowing further south,
nvironment Secretary Maria Antonia

. oyzaga said ina statement.
As it sailed into rough seas offNaujan

n Tuesday, the Princess Empress sank
ith it cargo of 800,000 liters (210,000
allons) of industrial fuel oil.
Another vessel rescued the 20 crew
embers on board, but the Princess
mpress leaked some of its cargo into
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the sea after initi lly spilling diesel fu
which had been owering the vessel, th
Philippine Coast Guard said.

Environment ersonnel "are now f
cusing on coast 1 clean-up" given th
extent of the af cted shoreline, Loyz-
aga said.

Divers will m anwhile assess the i ,-
pact on reefs, ma groves and sea grasse >,
as "possible cont l,11~n!ltionmight actual y
affect the viabili of t/hese systems."

She added:" e expect that these e -

forts will require personnel who will
need to work over aperiod of time."

The spill had spread over 24 square
kilometers (nine square miles) of wa-
ter by Wednesday, the coast guard
said previously. .

It is not known how much diesel fuel
and industrial fuel oil is in the water.

Provincial governor Humerlito Dolor
said a search was still under way for
the stricken tanker, estimated to be 460
meters (1,500 feet) under the sea.

"The coast guard made assurances to
us that they are ready to syphon off the
oil once they identify (the location),"
Dolor told local media.

"Unfortunately, after two aerial sur-
veillance (flights) we still can't find the
exact location of the ship."

In the mea~t me, the coast ard s
deployed oil s ill booms to try to c 1-

tain the materi Iand sprayed chemicals
to break down he oil.

Fishermen nd tourism operators
along the coa depend heavily on the
waters for thei livelihoods.

Oil has bee spotted along a roughly .
60-kilometre tretoh of water betwe m
Naujan and ongabong municipality,
said Ram Te ena, disaster operations
chief in the af ected province of Orien-
tal Mindoro.

"We have many fish sanctuanies
along the coas ," Temena said.

"It could h e a huge impact due to
the possibilit that the oil could attileh
to the coral refs, affecting the marine
biodiversity." Ij'P
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OIL SPIL~AFTERMATH. The Philippine Coast uard~PCG)
confirmed t~at the oil spill in Naujan, Oriental Mindor ,was ixed
with industrial fuel oil. This after the MT Princess Emp sssa k with
a load of approximately 800,000 liters of oil due to en ine tr uble.
The MTUGTItan continues to apply dispersant to the ater a d in the
shoreline as~~ssment conducted by the peG in Pinam layan,.'patches
of emulsifie oil' were observed.
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o 1spill hreatens M n
."The spilt oil has a.so reached

the wa rs of Barangay Aplaya,
Bongab ng (town),Ori ~ntalMind-
oro bas on inforrnatic 1. from the
Philipp' e CoastGuard Command
Center t day,"the PCC added.
It sai BarangayApl, ya is about

.35miles south from wl ere the ill-
fated M Princess Ex oress sank
last Tue ay.
The CG said it has received

informa 'on from the zolunteer
group B ntay Dagar tl at the oil
spillhas so reached Si iale Island

Marine En
Unit,.local
other stake lders have been. or-
dered to pr cee4 0 the affe:cted
areas for a sore' e clean-up.
The PC iniri y said the' oil

spillwasmo tly dl sel fuel but the
presence of indus ial fuel oil in
affected are~ yest rday indicated
the cargo h d of I e vessel had
broken.
"Based on the s oreline assess-

ment condu ted b the PCG in
P,ina~alaya. (to\i ), patches of
emuls1fied0 were bserved," the
PCG said..

THE Philippine Co s Guard
yesterday said traces 0 dustrial
fuel oilmixedwith diese uel com-
ing from the ill-fated I tanker
that sank off Oriental indoro
'last Tuesday has spread t nearby
towns, threatening mari 1 ecosys-
tem and the livelihoo f local
folks.
As of Wednesdaynig

spill has been estimated t six ki-
lometers long and four . meters
wide,according to theD artment

sources.
In a s tement, the PCG said

"there i already industrial fuel
oil in th il spill in the waters of
Naujan, rientalMindoro," adding
the oil s . has reached the shores
of Buha na Tubig in Pola town
yesterda
The ill fated MT Princess Em-

press, tr sporting about 800,000
liters of industrial fuel oil from
Bataan t Iloilo, sank after en-

engine trouble due to

G said teams from its
Seeon,)~PageB5'---i-~'---

OIL, apply dispersants in the areas.
The PCG has prepared an actio

plan to address the problem, ~
eluding the containment of the 0
spilland recoveryof the spilledoi
The DENR warned that 2

10 ally-managedmarine pro cted
ar as can be potentially af cted
b the oil spill, adding i has
rp pped potential riskareas' clud-
ill seagrass beds, mangrove , and
di persion pathways for spa ned

in Con' - pcion town, Rombl n,
It sai a tugboat commissi

by the ssel's owner, RDC R
Marine ervices, is,continui to

~~~--------~--~

Naujan Oil Spill has been create
to immediately address the emer
gency situation and create a mi
to long-term. risk managemen
strategy for ,the affected areas.
The reo is set to install spi

" vironmental Man !?;e-
eau has tested water in
ipalitiesof Naujan, 11a
alayan. ,
NR said a Task F ce

----------~~~~--~I
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The PCG aid that its respo
strategies f, the recovery of s
80,000 liter of oil include ma
and mecha cal scooping and
deployment f absorbent pads.
For the ntainment, the G

sa~'d it has initiated the man al
de loyment f absorbent boom

e PCG s id it has coordin ed
with Mari e Environmen al
Protection nit teams and ot er
stakehold rs, and the 10 al
government nits concerned d
been told to p oceed to the shore .

DATE

s
for the cleanup.

The Department of Enviro ment
and Natural Resources said t
spill may affect 21marine pro
areas.

"On a maximum 40-kilo
radius from five nautical mile
of the Balingawan port, 21 1
managed marine protected are
potentially be affected by the oil pill,"
the DENRsaid in a statement~

Oriental Mindoro Gov nor
Humerlito "Bonz" Dolor on Th sday
said he had talked to the operi or of
the MT Princess Empress an had
. received assurances they w II be

responsiblefor any amage.
The DENII1I.creat d Task Force

.Naujan Oil Sjlill after an emergency
meetingbe~een the epartment, the
Philippine G(ast Gu rd, Governor
Dolor, and Naujan ayor Henry
Joel Teves.

DENR Secretary aria Antonia
Yulo Loydga has designate i
Undersecretary and hief of Staff
Marilou Erni as t e task fore ~
commander. Erni pre iously serve i
as the corp Irate gr und respons ~
coordinator during he Guimaras
oil spill in 2(106 ..

Other members of the task fore ~

include Undersecretary Jonas Le nes, .
Undersecretary Juan Miguel' na,
Assistant Secretary and concu ent
Environmental Manage e nt
Bureau Director Gilbert Gonz les
ASsistant Secretary and concu ent
Biodiversity Management Bu au
Director Marcial Amaro Jr., Regi nal
.Executive Director Lorm yn
Claudio, and representat' es I
from the local government u its
Provincial Environment and Nat ra!
Resources Officer Alan L. lIe
and Community Environment nd
Natural Resources Officer R el
Boyles. @tri,;u,nep/U rat
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fiE oil spill from the
ill-fated tanker MTI
Princess Ernp res sj
which sank in th
waters of Naujan

Oriintal Mindoro, on Tuesday, ha
alre dyreached the waters ofthre
oth r towns in the province.

he Philippine Coast buar
(PqG) bared on Thursday tha

e from Naujan, oil slick ha
been rspor ted in some part
e water's of Pola, Pinamala

an f-ndBongabong. all in Orient
Mindoro.
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The- Princess Empress drifted

into the waters of Naujan wh~te
it completely sank on Wednesd y
after it developed engine trouble
due to overheating. It was carryirg
atleast 800,000 liters ofindustnal
fuel oil.

On Tuesday afternoon, the
PCG reported that the diesetil
of the half-submerged tanker as
began leaking and has alre y
affected 'a stretch of 6 kilo e-
ters of waters in Naujan as 'of
Wednesday.

On Thursday, the oil slick
widened and has spread into
waters of Barangay Buhay na lu-

bigm Pola ~nd Barangay Aplaya
. in Bongabo g, which is 35 nau-
tical miles way from where the
tanker san

The PC said in a statement
that based n its shoreline assess-
mentin the aters of Pinama layan,
"patches 0 emulsified oil" have
been detec ed.-

"Accord ng to Bantay Dagat
members, i [the oil slick] has also
spread int .rnore or less a hectare
of waters ear the Sibale Island,"
PCGsaid.

The Pc~confirmed that leaked
industrial fuel oil)las also been
traced in he waters of Naujan

where a tugboat tapped by the
owner of the sunken vessel con-
tinued to apply dispersant againstll
the oil spill.

It said Marine Environmental
Protection Unit (MEPU) teams,
other stakeholders and the af-:
fected towns have been informed
to proceed to the affected areas for
shoreline cleanup.

The PCGsaid earlier that among
its objectives were to secure the
shorelines. of Naujan, Pola and,
Pinamalayan as well as the maririe
protected areas, while recovering
the spilled oil and containing its
source. I

II
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Thesunkenvessel,which carried 0,000

liters of industrial fuel, drifted toward Naujantdue
, to strong waves.

The,PhilippineCoastGuard(PCG) onfirm~d
that the oil spill in the watersof Orien t Mindoro
containedindustrial fuel oil.

In a statement, the PCGsaid it ha bserved
"patchesof emulsified oil," which has, preadnear
SableIslandwaters. ,I I

It had,alsoseenanoil spill "strand g alon9
the shoreline" of a viflage in the town f PPla.!

OrientalMindorois oneof the fivep vinte~
surroundingth,eVerdeIslandPassage, ognized
gloqallyasoneof themostdiversemarl ehebltats.

Citing the provincial government's' ssess-
ment, OrientalMindoroViceGovernor jay L.
Falconsaidat least16 "fish sanctuaries' are
estimated to havebeenaffected by th spill.

These protected sanctuaries are i the
towns ofNauhan, Pola, and Pinamal yan,

iM ndoro oi sptlFlllts mari'
ANjOi! spill from tanker that sank.nearOfl!•.•......t.alMi~doroprovincecouldendangerover20 rine
pfotected areas, cording to the Philippin
environmental ag ncy.

The Departm nt of Environment an
! Natural Resourc s (DENR) said at least 1
locallY-manage marine protected fre
"cap be potenti lIy affected~' by thet'SPir
, from oil tanker TPrincess Empres~,w ,eh
had engine trou, Ie Tuesday and had co -
pletely sunk by . ednesoev,
, The agency s id the spill could have
reached a maxi urn radius of 40 kllome drs,
at a point startin five nautical miles eas lof
Ba/ingawan Pain in Naujan town in Orie tal
Mindoro.

It said the Bio iversityManagementBur ~una~mapped "pot ntial risk areasincluding ,a-
prassbeds,mang, ves,anddispersion~athiays
for s awned fish I·rvae .',~=-~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~-

told Busin ~~'iWOrldvi FacebookMess 1ger
chacon We esday.
. The inc ent'hasal ady hit '6 Oilst villages
in the three wns,he ded.

I~r.Falc said that asedor report 2S
of Wednes afterno, the oil 'p I 'Tllgit
havl~alsos aq to the towns of r a sud 11d
Bongabon •

Earlier i e day,G vernor H m'!'to Benz"
A.Dolor sal t heoil spi had afferted reaof
about six b bur kilom ters.

1he cov ge of the pill was9 ing der, he
told ABS-( 's Telerad o.

"The prl' incial go ernment ith E! help
of various' ivernme agenCies, I' m rltor-
ing "he oil ill incide t," Mr. r I a I) 'el,
addi ng tha uthontt s have be rus n9 to
contain th pill and nsure th tits i h~ct
on coastal . mmuniti 5 would lot WD sen. -
Kyle Aristo i~ereT. A enza
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!wasac ally excited and anx-
ious w I received the invita-
tion fro Cavinti Tourism Sites
Operator Association (CTSQA)

to join a grO~ of vloggers and influ-
encers for a ur-day tour to explore
the eco-adve ure destinations of the
mUWcipality 0 Cavinti. According to
the invitatio , "the tour is a tourism
advocacy ca aign by CTSOA and the
Municipality Cavinti headed by its
mayor, Arran e Arroyo, and the mu-
nicipal touris office. "

The invita . n included the list of
attractions t the group will visit,
and what cau t my interest was the
inclusion of c~·nti Underground River
and Cave Com 1 x. I've been wanting to
explore the Ca . ti Cave Complex since
it was discovere in 2011 but never got
the chance. T t was many years ago
when I was you g and active. I am now
a 61-year old r iree, and I wasn't sure
if I can still be ble to keep up with a
group of peopl alf my age.

I have done air share of caving in
my younger ye . I have explored the
cavesofCagaya any times, especially
Callao, Sierra, a the challenging San
Carlos where I d to crawl on a less
than a meter t nel half filled with
soft mud. I also id cave connection in
Sagada, where I d to descend from the
underground ce etery, pass through
very narrow pas ges, swim on a small
chest -deep lago , before exiting from
the popular Su guing Cave. I have
also tried caves' anay, in Siquijor and
even in Bohol.

Caving is not r severely claustro-
phobic people. rrow and very tight
passagEts can be t uly Psychologically

J draining. I used be claustrophobic,
but when I disco red that caving al-

I lows You to div into the unknown
and explore a co pletely unfamiliar
ecosystem, I got ooked. I enjoyed
getting down a dirty, squeezing
through narrow p sages and crawling

l though muddy su ces. But those were
the days when I s still flexible, and
weighed half less I am today.

Cavinti Cave w discovered in 2011
by a local farmer llecting woods for

. charcoal. Upon dis very, the cave was
explored by profes onal cavers, LGUs
and DENR and the found many hid-
den chambers, seer passages, under-
ground riyer and la. ons and waterfalls

inside the caves, making the ornplex
the'second largest in the Phi ippjpes
next to Puerto Princesa Unde ground
River. ,

The cave is located at the foot of
Sierra Madre Mountains, and hen it
was opened to tourists in 2013, getting
there from the Cavinti-Lumb n road
was already a challenge. But no adays)
the road leading to the cave c mplex
is now all-paved except for. t e few
hundred meters where one has 0 walk
on muddy trail. The Cavinti T urism
Office in Pueblo El Salvador is where
one must register, sign waiver nd at-
tend briefing, and after completi g our
requirements take a 30-minute rive to
the cave complex.

From where our vehicles were
parked, we took a IS-minutes tre to the
staging area, where we met our guide
and received our helmets. Whil most

of the young influencers in the gr up
made themselves busy taking sel ies,
I asked the guide how long the cav is,
and he replied "kilometers long," t en
added that we are doing only the "ba .c"
which we can Cover in about two ho rs.

Our explorations started with s v-
eral river crossings, then a forest t ail
that leads to the mouth of a cave. he
entrance is hidden by ancient stal c-
tites where one has to squeeze his bo y
through a tunnel about two meters hi h
but knee deep in water. The tun el
leads to the first chamber where 0 e
can see the huge pumpkin formatio ,
hundreds of stalactites and stalagmit s
that already formed into column ,
and one giant stalactite drifting wi
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water. "That's
the fountain
of youth,"
our guide an-
nounced. "You
can drink from
it!" Iwas a bit
skeptical but: there's no harm in tryi g,
so Iscooped some water using y hands
and drank ,

It must have been the water from
the fountain of youth that brought back
the energy to continue the exploration
of the succeeding chambers. Gone was
the fear that I will not be able to keep
up with the younger members In fact,
I started walking past them as I went
ahead and cmssed the chest -deep water
to the "cathedral" chamber where a
skylight corning from an opening at the
top illuminates an altar-shaped crystal
formation.

SENIOR
BYAHERO

JQSEPH RAUTISa

Our guide led us to the last stop
called "waterfalls" with a natural pool.
"You can bathe in here," he pointed
out. Without hesitation, I jumped into
the pool and pushed my body under
the waterfalls. Like a child, I started
laughing out loud as I enjoyed the water
flowing from this undergtound river.

Getting old is natural and that's go-
ing to happen to all of us. I choose to
find my fountain, to enjoy the simple
pleasures that Ute brings to make me
feel young at whatever age .

(The author i~CI senior who recently
retired. His taste fN" adventure has not
kept him from travelling, usually via "lot-
So-usual routes.)

------ ~------
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THE continued loss and destruction of the r main-
ing forests across the globe, including the Phitip-
pines, contributing to the worsening of the prob-
lem of climate change. - <

Fortunately, however, there are private istab-
lishments and pro-environment men and women,
who are ready to help state authorities in address-
ing the problem.

This, they will do, by planting trees, such as
narra, mahogany, yakal, agohoy, ipil, kamagong
and fruit-bearing trees in watershed are is in
various parts of the nation.

In impoverished Philippines, there are 412 prin-
cipal water basins in 119 proclaimed watersheds.
Of the number, 19 are considered major ater
basins.

And the largest proclaimed watershed in this
nation of more than 110 million people i I the
180,460-hectare Lake Lanao Watershed Reserva-
tion in Mindanao. <

The Manila Water Company (Manila Water) has
planted and nurtured over 1.4 million trees under
its ambitious "Watershed Protection and Ma age-
ment Program."

Since the launching of the program in 2006, Ma-
nila Water has partnered with the DENR, SS,
various LGUs and indigenous people living' in
watershed communities.

Its water protection efforts focus on the Ipo Wa-
tershed, Norzagaray, Bulacan; La Mesa Water ihed,
Quezon City; Upper Marikina Watershed,< M tiki-
na City; and General Nakar Watershed in Qu l:Wn.

Like Manila Water, we believe that launching of
the multi-pronged "Watershed Protection and
Management Program" will gQ a long way in ad-
dressing climate change.

It's a move that deserves the all-out suppo 1; of
the Filipino people, including the ordinary citi-
zens.
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'Worrisome' min ng offic'ial

Isearly days, but there are al-
ady tough questions being

sked in the mining industry
out the inner workings of

th current leadership of the
;; De artment of Environment

an Natural Resource's (DENR).
In particular, some mining

have raised a collective eye-
over the naming of one par-

ar official as officer in charge
(01 ) of one of the department's
ke bureau-level units.

This orc replaced another
official who also served as orc
of te bureau.

?he problem, some mining
firms told Biz Buzz, is that this
ne OIC actually has several
cas s pending before the Office
of e Ombudsman that Envi-
ror ent Secretary Toni Yu-
10- yzaga may not have been
ma e aware of before she as-
si ed him to this sensitive post.

ore alarmingly, this OIC
has also been accused of vio-
lati g several environmental
law~. We hear this is the very
sai e reason why former En-
vir nment Secretary Roy Ci-
m'l~ relieved him of his re-
sponsibilities at the regional
level some years back.

[
hose issues are in the

pas . But in the present, the
conrerns raised against this
orc are slightly different.
SOl e players believe he is fa-
vori g a Chinese-owned rnin---~-------------------------4--~

ing firm with nickel ore mi ing
activities in Zambales- ckel
ore that is exported to Chi a.

This Chinese-owned
is operating using the
rights of another firm
claims it has yet to be pai
total sum of Pi billion for
rights. More importantly, the
Chinese-owned firm was p evi-
ously accused of having oper ted
without an environmental c ear-
ance (transfer of which fro the
previous owner of the g
rights is prohibited by law).

Just last January, the
ippine Coast Guard stop a
vessel from loading nickel ore
consigned by the Chinese-owned
firm for exporting the ship~ent
to China The' Bureau of Cust~ms
also issued a cease and desisf or-
der because the export did Inot
have the required permits and
proper documentation.

In any case, with this
back in power in this key D NR
bureau, the previous owner of
the Chinese-owned firm's
ing rights now fear the wors .

So the big question ow
is will Environment Secretary
Loyzaga move to rectify ~his
situation? Or will this orc stay
in place as some mining firms
fear? Abangan! -DAXIM L Lu1AS

Ikea warns Filipinos
vsscammers

The mushrooming of fra d-
ulent sites and sellers clai g
to be peddling genuine I ea
products has prompted e
Swedish homeware and

ture giant to go on the offensive
against scammers preying on
unsuspecting buyers.

Ikea Philippines, for exam-
ple, has sought the help of the
cybercrime unit of the Philip-
pine National Police and the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation
to inform the public about these
fake online stores and the legal
actions that they can take.

As of March 1, lkea Philip
pines has received some ]18 re-
ports of scams from its customers
and so far, 64 scam websites have
been reported by customers.

Ikea Philippines received
its first report of a scam on
June 6, 2022. It said a custom-
er saw an ad on Facebook with
the Ikea name and trademark,
placed an order through the
fraudulent website but the or-
der was never delivered.

Ikea Philippines estimates
unsuspecting Filipino cus-
tomers have lost a combined
Pi million to these fraudulent
websites illegally using the
name and trademark of the
popular Swedish brand.

Buyers are thus advised to
be vigilant and transact only
through Ikea's official sites and
subscribe to the official Ikea
digital and social media chan-
nels. -TINA ARCEO'-DUMLAOINQ

Email usatBizBuZJ:@inquirer.com.ph

Join our Viber c:ommunity:
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Carbon dio 1 id
I

emissions hi
record high I
in 2022 i
NEW YORK: Communities around he world
emitted more carbon dioxide in 022 than
in any other year on records datin to 1900,
a result of air travel reboundin from e
pandemic and more cities turnin to coal as
a low-cost source of power.

Emissions of the dirnate-warmi
were caused by energy productio
percent to reach 36.8 gigatons in
International Energy Agency (lEA reported
Thursday. (The mass of one gigaton is equiva-
lent to about 10,000 fully loade airctaft
carriers, according to NASA.)

Carbon dioxide is released when ssil fuels
such as oil, coal or natural gas ar burned

>Emis onsA8

• EMI SIONS FROM A1

power cars, planes, homes and
factories.

When the gas enters the atmo-
sphere, it traps heat and contrib-
utes to th~ warming of the climate ..

Extreme weather events inten-
sified last year's carbon dioxide
emissions: Droughts reduced
the amount of water available
for hydropower. which increased
the need to burn fossil fuels. And
heat wave drove up the demand
for electricity.

Thursday's report was described
as disconcerting by climate scien-
tists, who warn that energy users
around th world must cut emis-
sions drarrtatically to slow the dire
conseque'1ces of global warming.

"Anyerriissions growth - even
1 percent - is a failure, /I said
Rob Jacks n, a professor of earth
system science at Stanford Univer-
sity and chairman of the Global
Carbon Project, an international
group. *We can't afford growth.
We can't afford stasis. It's cuts or
chaos for tJte planet. Anyyear with
higher coal emissions is a bad year
for our he Ith and for the Earth."

Carbon dioxide emissions from

coal grew l.6 ercent lastyear.Many
cornmunitie , primarily in Asia,
switched fro natural gas to coal
to avoid high atural gasprices that
were worsen by Russia's invasion
of Ukraine, lEAsaid.

And as glo al airline traffic in-
creased, carbi n dioxide emissions
from burninq oil grew 2.5 percent,
with about h f the surge result ing
from the avia ion sector.

Global ern ssions have grown
in most years ince 1900 and have
accelerated 0 r time, according to
data from I

One exce ion was the pan-
demic year () 2020, 'when travel
all but came i a standstill.

Last year's evel of emissions,
though a ree rd high, was nev-
ertheless low r than experts had
expected.

Increased d ployment of renew-
able energy, ectric vehicles and
heat pumps to ether helped prevent
an additional 50 megatons of car-
bon dioxide e issions, the lEAsaid.

Strict pand mic measures and
weak econom c growth in China

-also curtailed roduction, helping
to limit overall global emissions.

And in Eur pe, the IEA sa d,
electricity gen ration from wi d
and solar pow exceededthat of gas
or nuclear for e first time. AP

------- L ~'__ _
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Town implements
I 0 Plastic Bag Days'

TACLOBAN CITY - The municipality
Alangalang in Leyte province will imple
"No Plastic Bag Days' every Tuesday a
Friday as part of the municipal ordinan
regulating the use of plastic bags in
commercial establishments. The ordin
prohibits any person or establishment
using plastic bags as packaging materi Is
for dry goods, It also prohibits the use 0
plastic bags as a secondary packaging
material for wet goods, In the first six
months of its implementation, No Plastl
Bag Day was imposed every Tuesday,
adding a day every six months. It is set
be fully implemented by September 202
when single-use plastic bags will no Ion I!r
be allowed to be used, The ordinance
imposes a 1>500 to P2,500 fine, includin
the revocation of business permits for
business establishments, In a report by fhe
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD) last year, glob I
plastics consumption will rise from 460
million tons (MT) in 2019 to 1,231 MT in
2060 in the absence of bold new pOIiCie~
Sen Loren Legarda filed a bill last year f I'

the regulation and management of singl
use plastics by proVidin,g penalties, levie ,
and incentives for industries and consu ers.
(Marie Tonette Marticio
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NAGMULA pa sa Paracale, Cama-
rines Norte ang bumili ng ilang
pira song kagamitan pari) sa kan-
yang mga tauhan-hindi aakalain
na paldong pera ang dala niya sa
lukbutan, pulos kaliwaan ang bil-
ihan ng pa bomba ng hangin at
ilangkilometronghaba n~ tubo na
dad. uyan ng hangin na pantus-
tos-hininga ng Hang mi~ero na
nagdudukal ngmga tipakng bato't
Iupz ... na paghahanguan ng
madadalisay na ginto.

Asoge pa rin daw ang g~t nila
para kumapit ang hilaw na metal .
apoymulasupleteangpand~y .
kumikinang na mumuntirig tipak
ng aoo ang hihiwalay, iiwan ng
matindinginitngliyab ... at sasalin
naman sa hangin ang asoge.

Paulit-ulit na sasalin sa hangin
ang hindi matuos na bulto ng asoge
sa bawat pagdadalisay ng ~to.

Malalanghap, sasalin s~ baga,
puso'taagossadugo'tlalagakhang-
gangsautak ... unti-untingrnamim-
insal . Sinaunang kasabihan:
"Kangino ba pakikita an& ginto
kundi sa sintu-sinto?"

Paulit-ulitna magsasalya pg gin-
to sa Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
ang nakausap na namumuhunan
sa minahan sa loob ng bakuran,

Ayon nga sa mga ulat, mall
scale mining accounts for 80% of
gold extraction in the Philippines.

Asoge
MANGKOKOL~M
Kulamnista. blo

Hindi pa naman siguro n
igat sa asoge ang papawirin a Pa-
racale, Sibuyan sa Romblon of.ahit
sa Diwalwal ... wala parnarahilkri-
tikal na antas upang sumulp t ang
mga kakatwang sakit mula a oge,
halimbawa'ymgadispalingha ong
mukha, kahila-hilakbot na aku-
langan sa mga bahagi ng kat wan
ng mga isinisilang na sang ol 0
mga pinsala sa utak at dugo ... ga-
noon ang hatid na pang . ng
asoge.

Siguro'y ito ang nakaugna na
pagsablayng mga pagsisiwalat,
ikipagtalastasanat mga pa y
~g tila paurong 0 pabagsak ang
manlalakbayna asoge- planet is a
Greek word for 'wanderer' sa
kaitaasan... Mercury goes on 0-
gradeorfallingmotions-ttimesy Iy.

Nais mapatunayan ang sin abi
noon na kapag ipinahid daw ng

i-
d
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Na b a b a l a ang
EcoWa Ii Coalition sa
patuloy na pagbebenta
ng dala ang brand ng
whiten' g cream na
mataas ang antas ng
mercu na target uma-
no ang mga Pinay na
nais pu uti ang balat.

Tin koy ng grupo
ang G ree Beauty
Cream na gaw a .sa

Eco aste: 2 klase ng pampaputi
delikado sa mercury

Pakistan at ang 88 Total
White Underarm mula
sa Thailand na tinawag
nitong "toxic duo".

May mga nagbe-
benta pa umana ng
mga naturang brand
ng whitening cream sa
kabila ng ipinagbawal
na ita ng Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

''This illegal cosrne-

ties are sold with impu
nity offline and onlin
as if t.iey are legal to
sell and safe to use,'
pahayag ni EcoWast
coalition national coor-
din~Or Aileen Lucero.

Nanawaga ang
gru 0 sa mga awto-
ridad' na umaksyon la-
ban Sa pagbebenta n~
"toxic duo" at iba pan~
kontaminadong cos
metic products na ma
panganib sa kababai
han fit kabataan dahi
sa ercury poisoning.
(D~ y Cabreza)
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Public Not-

Department of Environment a
Community Environment and Na

Not' is hereby given that the DENR-CENRO at Bangkal, Da
bids not than ten o'clock (10:00) AM on March 24, 2023, for
tract of land herein below described:
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City, wll accept sealed or witlen
lease for !!!dustrial IlIlrpo5e§ c( 'he

NEW DAVAO OIL Ml INC.
Rep. by: Richrrond L Lopez
MLA-112402(XI-DC)

The rigHt to lease the land will be awarded to the person offerin the highest annual rental, whit:h
shall not b~ less than three per centum (3%) of the value of the I nd plus one oar cenam (1%) )1
the value at the existing improvements. In order that a person m be entitled to participate in t/"e
bidding, he must be a qualifl8d public land applicant, and must,iforethe commencerrent of the
same, make a deposit equivalent to at. least three (3) month's re~ a/. Only deposit in cash, money
order, trea~ury warrant, certified check, cashier's check or mana ers check can be accepted. ,\
person bidqing in representation of another may do so under a uly cxccuted Special Power cf
Attorney. DUring the bidding, the bidder has to make an additio I deposit ellery time his bid i l
raised to cOOlllete the three (3) month's rental, otherwise, such bid s raised shall not be accepted.
The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.

Location

Description

IArea

Appraised Value of Land

t'stingImprovements

. nt

No Improvements

The SUCC &sful bidder if other than the applicant must reimburse e latter of the expenses for thE
publication of the notice of auction and the survey of the land.

Davao City, Phil~pines, February 1 ~.

Km. 7, SPED Road, Bangkal, Davaa Cit
Email Add: cenrodavao@denr.gav.ph Telefax No. (OS ) 228-2557
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Ip gbibigay alam sa madla na ang Community Environme t and N ral Resources Office, l3<mgkal,
Dav ity ay tatanggap n9 selyado 0 nakasulal na alok sa ik las 10; 0 ng umaga sa ika 24 ng Marso
2023, ara paupahan ang isang sukat na lupang publiko na im f'awan ibaba nito;

lugar
. Km. 1 13arang y Panacan, Davao Ci~

Deskripsyon
Lot MI 'l,l-0012ra-o

Ira kwa~rado
Sukat

Tasahan ng lupa

Halaga ng Nakalayong Proyekto o
Aplikante

NEW D VAO 01 Mll, INC.
Rep. b Hichmo d l. lopez
MLA-11 402(XI- ) 20

arapatan na upahan ang nasabing lupa ay ibibigay s tao 0 p rtk10 na makapagbibiflay ng
taas na upa sa isang taon na hindi bababa sa tatlon (3%) rsyento sa halaga ng IIJpa at

isang ( .) porsyento sa halag"a ng natayong estraktura. Upa !;I ang i ng tao ay makakasam;l sa
isasag ang subasta, kailangang siya ay karapat-dapat na a kante at kailangang bt'go m~~r ula
ang su asia ay naka-depoSito siya ng halagang katumbas n9 tlong b wang upa. Ang depositll ay
kailang ~g salaping papel, money order. cashier's 0 manager's en :k, ang iya lamang talanggapi I. ng
isang ta Ina sumali sa subasta na nagpepresenta ng ibang taol y maka asali lamang kung maY' n
siyang hintulot na ibinigay sa pamamagitan ng kaukulang pahi~ 1101na ilagdaan ng Notaryo P~~ iko.
Sa pan hon ng subasta, ang taoog sumali ay magkaroon ng d dag na eposito kapag ang ka~lyang
alok ay tlnataas para makumpleto.ang kabuuang tatlong buw 9 upa. ng karapatang tuma~~li 0

tanggih ,1 ang ailUmang alok 0 sa lahat ng alok ay palaging nakalan para sa pamahalaan.

Ang gwawagi sa alck na ito kung hindi siya ang apJikanl ay kin Ikailangang tutumbasan ang
kabaya 9 nagugol sa pagpapalathala og panawagang no sa p papasu al ng Jupa.

ng Dabaw, Pilipinas, Ika Q1 og~, 2023.

Km. 7, SPED Road, Baogkal, Dav City
Email Adq: cenrodavao@denr.gov.ph Telefax N . (082)


