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The Department of Environm
Natural Resources (DENR) is morjitor-
inga possible oil spill after an oil tarker
sank off the coast of Naujan, Ori f'i’ml
Mindoro on Tuosday:

. The DENE directed its regional per-
sonnel Lo inspect the site.

" Access to the arca was limited dde
to-the bad weather. Observation
impzct has been limited to aerial| sur-
wvey,” the DENR said. :

The department is oo-c-rriml:m.g
the Naujan municipal governmen and
Phlhpﬁne Coast Guard (PCG) tg ad-
dress the threat of il spill in the

The ol tanker, MT Princess Empress,
encountered engine problem and drifted
toward the waters off Naujan dye to

deas,

The Maritinte Industry Auth

said it would investigate the cause of
the simking of the il nker
The PCC also ereated a crisiz man-

agerﬂent committee to probe the mis-

id.eanwhﬂe. the PCG rescued ngarly
150} passengers and crewmembers of a
assenger vessel and a motorized boat
m the waters off Bohol and Basilan on
Tueqda
{’CG said it deplcr}ed its [ERP
M:;Iamaw: ‘before 10 p.m. on Tuetday
after receiving a report that MV Starlife
Satusn ran aground in the waters off
Danajon Bark in Taliban town. |
The PCG said the vessel, which| was
bound for Cebu City, was loaded
12 rolling cargoes and had 86 padsen-
gers, 35 crewmembers and two PEG
sea marshals when it encoun
engine, ?rublem
In Ba=ilan, six pas:sengers ofa
ized boat were rescued off the ¢
Pandak Island in Hadji Muhtama
The PCG said the boat, which
parted from Jolo, sank after its hull W:-lb-
dan‘n ed due to big waves. |
l%obeﬂz:-n Ramirez, E-'i" :
h'!anmra»u Roel Fa.renu y
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Envirnnmez t advocates say oil slick from sunken tanker off Oriental doro puts

at risk li ood of fishers, tourism workers relylpg on Verde Island Passa e

By Jane Bautista, I ] . Teves, iill a pext messige to the

Frances Mangosi (nquirer on Wednesday, said:

and Madonna T. Virela 4 *We conginue to coordi nate with

@ Team_Inguirer concernpd agencics regarding
Y = R Ihe ime incident. like the

the governnent o act swiftly
to contain the cil spill caused
kv the tanker that sank in the
waters off Oriental Lﬂdiﬂdnrﬁ
pravinee on Toesday, saying
this could harm the Uvelihcod
of coastal communites in the
dred.

According to the Protect
Verde Ilsland Pass
campaign networl, :fnre than
2 million Filipinas, which in-
clude fisherfolk and, tourism
workers, depend on the biodi-
versity and resources from this
strait that separates mainland
Luzon and Mindoro ls*and

"We are calling omthe gov-
ernment to expedite cleanup
operations to minimize the
damage and allow pecple
who depend on the riches of
the gea to resume theit normal

Environmental grm:F urged

activities,” Fr. Edwin (fariguez,

convener of Protect VIP, said
inastatement on Wednesday.,
The Philippine G:}ait Cuard
(PCG) has “confirmed the pres-
ence and possible source” of the
oil spill from the. capgized oil
tanker MT Princess Empress,
which was carrying Boo,oo0
liters of - industrial fuel oll, off
Maujan, Oriental Min ¢
. The oil slick, which was de-
sceibed by the PCG as “black
and thick with strong odor”
based on water samples, was
sean in the waters 13.7 kilome-
ters (7.4 nautical miles) south-
west off Balingawan, Foinl
i jan amund 3 p.ng on
esday. H

SLICK The Philippine Coast Guard has conf
presence-and possible source of oil spill inw

meters (7.4 nautical milas) southwast off B : lingawan Foint

inMaujan, Oriental Mindoro on Wednesday,
tanker on its way to lloilo capsized. —eHoTO €

PHILIFFINE COAST GUARD

The rtughoat Titan has
started spraying oil disper-

sants in the area, the PCG said.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
PCG said the spill spanned &
km long and 4 km wide. It was
being assessed if the industrial
fuel ail it was ferrying was al-
ready included in the spilled il

i The | tanker'a
company, RDC Reield Marine
Services Inc, has contracted
Malavan Towage and Salvage
Corp. to assess the level of oil
spillage, the PCG said.

The MT Princess Empress,
whirch was on its way to Ioeila
province from Limay, Bataan,
when jts engines encountered
trguble  ‘due to  overheating
early Tuesday. It drifted to-
ward Balingawan Point in
tough seas until it capsized.
The PCG described the wves-
sel's condition on Tuesday as
“half-submerged” but said the

shipping .

aday after a fuel
: URTESY OF
L
vessel sank on Wednesday.
All the »g crew miembers on-

board were garlier rscued by a
passing forelgn cargo vessel,

|
‘Potent’ poison
Garlgned, a religious leader
and long-time | environmen-

tal justice advocate, said the
industrial al was a “potent”
poison to and fauna
of the passage a could nega-
tively affect food security.

The oll [ spil could -also
result in turbid waters that
would make it difficult for sea-
grasses and coral 11:; grow: and
reduced growth of fish or fish
kills that n:tt:l]d cagse lesser
fish stocks.

“The oil| |spi]] exacerbates
the existing issues faced by our
fisherfolk, who are among the

iSoast Glard, so we cen under-

take the necessary acti o.”
Tevgs feared tha: the oil
spill would n:.ul' their fish
Sl @ marine |rotepned
ilTea, etin,g the vilages of

Hererea,| Masaguing and Mon-
temayor, He said the livalihood
of Ashing families in coastal wil-
lages in Naujan was al:o at rigk

ike Guimiaras
Arances, executive di-
the Center for Energy,
nd Develaprrent, alse
boaat the impactof ail
ing: the Guimnaras oil
spill in 2do6 that l=aked so0,000
licers of il from the Cuimaras
Stralbuppo the Toile Straik
*"The | Gulmaras Slrait in-
cident way back in zoof was

LECEOT O
Ecology
wiatned
spills, ¢

i pormajt of how pruesome

oil gpillsican be The recovery
was 1 and -arduous where

imangroves only began Lo show

signs of recovery in zom—I13
years., after the incident”
drances gaid.

The Department of Enwi-
ronment and Natmml Fesourc-
€5 sald It credd its regignal
personnel togo to the site upan

being notfied of the incidenton

l'.:II.E

direction of the current (nd dis-
tiuice from the shoreline whigh
ney be afected” the sgsney
siid in a sthrement.
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“sel, Pﬂhﬁ:.f- EmPrc‘ss_, was

Iflepﬂ.hmgn'r of
{DE}E yesterd: &hmhiéd W
contzin a pm}!:f: oil spill after
e

ity 3
MW%%[MH,}F—

The Philippine Codst Guard
i'rnti  reported that the ves-

hailfd'ubm.:rge& alfter encounter-
ing engine trouble but ?ﬁla:r said
it eventually sank off Nau

1= ;,11 g5 o
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Al The nelpcm:hm long and ru'du— with the provi usrmmamf a5 0f yes
' GENCI s whm zmﬂjr he Oriental Mir m | Phe mﬁﬁ T Gumd
2006 when the oil tankes MT Solar  to show signs of recovery in 19 to be taken in cgse theli fuel Thas confitmed the presoace and
1, carrying mare than two million  — 13 years nl’terﬂ:n&mdﬂtnt'fhis wil zpills oo Icnﬂ:m possible sousce of the ofl spill
liters of bunker fuel, sank ldurng should have been a sign ~ “Theas {hlack and thick with st |i.god:u_f'}
a violent storm, cauwsing some to d:cgﬂmp,umt that relying on  (Arternio) Abuy, th st the wiciiry waters 7.4 nautical
500,000 liters of oil to spillintothe  fossil fuels like oil poses massive  of the Philippine * miles southwes: off Ba ingawan
CGruimaras and Iloilo Straits damage to the environment but it is that all our TPeaint, Nagjan, Orcntal indoro,
“Preliminary reports seems like they still haven't learned  when it comes at around § pom. today,” 5014 Balila.
stated that the vessel encow reud a lesson,” Arances warned. are ready. We | Asgked §f this mean: indus-
engine trouble and drifted Greenpeace Philippines said  prevenr an enpironmenral catas-  wial fucl 6il has =pill= nto the
the vicinity waters of Manj du: somebody should be held ac-  trophe,” he i coean, il saiel: “Wie sl H@";
7o tough scas, It then b:cunihal.f countzble. was stll condu ko'
submerged. Access to the “Fryssil fuels destroy hiodmmh:j' S T i

Nlimited due to the bad w ﬂ:u:r
Obscrvaton of the u:np:u:t has
been limited to aerial survey” the
DENR said, ina stntemem.

In the face af an impending
disaster, Protect VIP a codlition
that seeks to protect the
Island Passage (VIP), called on
the government to urgend acr,,
saying the ctippled vessel is
of the five - provinces sarrm.
the fragile marine cortidor of VID

“Industrial cil lis a very potenr
poison to the o and fau nf
the Verde Island Passage
negatively impm.t food mmt}r
specifically in the fisherie sec—
tor, This ofl spill exposes
bma:arr of VIR i+ fishes may c:
pesience mh.ncmignmth
turbid, waters will make it
for: mzrwmm coral to gm
We are on the goven
o expedite clean-up operati
minimize the dunage and
the prople who depend on T.hc
tiches of the sea o resume fhcie
normal acovides,” said Fr..
(Gariguez, Prower VIP COMVTIOT,
in a statemient. .

Protect V1P said that more than
o million Filipinos, including
fisherfolk and ﬂmscmthﬁebmr?m
industry, depend on' the
sity and resources from VIE
has been called the center uf =1:hr.
share fish biodiversity.

Gerry Arances, executive di-
tector of the Center for Eﬂetg‘_l,:.
Ecology and Development,
cautioned against the lasung
pacts of oil spills.

“The Guimaras Strait mmdpm
way back in 2006 was 1 portrait
of hﬂw pruesome ml»apiﬂs can b:.

and human lives, When incidents
like oil spills happen, companies
are allowed to just move on; while
fisherfoll and coastal communities
bear the brunt of the consequenc-
cs," sald Jefferson Chua, Green-

pracs Campaignet, in @ statoment,

PCG REP‘DRT

The TCG confirmed that -:liﬁsi:l
fuel from the sunken vessel has
spilled into the ocean but added
it iz still assessing if the industeial
fuel carpo of the vessel has also
spilled. The ares covered I:ry the
diesel fuel spill was aboue six k-

lometers long and four kilometers:

wide as of yesterday morning, |

Balilo said efforts are
for the “mechanical recovery” of
the diesel fuel, sddll:lg anthorities
have started spraviag oil disper-
sants in the area

Balilo implizd that diesel fuel is
not much of a concern, hoting it
dissipates if exposed o the hear of
the sun and hit by waves

“What we're preparing for is
the possible spillage of the indus-
trial fiel oil, The Philippine Coast
Guard has already prepared for
it. We already have a ship there
and another one foom Bs.nmgnx
will also p:md to the area’ said
Balilo,

“We've alreacy coordinated with
the owner, the stakehulders, to help
in case there will be: spillage of the
findustrial fuel) qil” he added.

He said industrial foel oil rakes
time to dissipate if not recovered
of treated with Gl

Balito said the PCGS command-
er on the. gmund has coordinased
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BY RAFFY AYENG |
adribunepil_ro’

A canker carryinﬂ 80,047 likers of
industrial fuel oil sank Wodnesday
off Waujam, ﬂrlnhtu.l Mindaro,
causing a six k'iln{neterlnnk arud
four-kilometer-wide oi] spill,

The m/% Princess Empress
stalled due to englnﬁ trouble
and pushed towards the vieinicy
of WNapjan by the rough seas,
aceotding to antharities. It then
became hallsubmerged befors
totolly sinking. |

The tanker's 20 jorew members
were saved by 2 forelgn vessel, mey
EFES, are now safc,

The Marine Environmental
Protection Unit of the Philippine
Coast Guard Slation in Orental
Mindoro and si/tug Tifan have
Jjoinkly kicked off an qnl spill response
operation,

Also, the POG has formed a erlsis
management committens that will
Initiate @ thorough iwvestigation of
the sald Incident, |

If found liable, the operator of the
m/t Pringass Empriess, identified as
RDC Reield Maring Services Inc.,

THE oif spil

“will be faning charges of violating

the Oil Po
Acl of 2007

Based onthe 1 Morchreport from
the Philippine Coast Guard vesza]
BRP Melcharn Agieime the oil 2pill

bation Compensation

Melfan walers as sean from & coast quand plare

was evident in

Pobit in the Muaidi

as of 10 a0 on
“rIf:aIIw:rla. the Department

of Bravir

T Wednesday, 1 Manh 2023,

¢ Balingawan

nment and Natural
Eevanumesi jon |

it s eoordinating with the local
overnment of Naujan wed the POG
‘0 daterming the ipact of the afl
ipill on marine ff and affasted
soastal chmmunity,

WITIL 3143 VILLAMENTE
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Oil a})i] sa karai ;rii il ng Or.
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Oil spill sa Oriental Mmduro, bubusnsun ngD

[ ”-’t rnay Kergang 800,000 litro ng industra) fuelsa Matatandaan na nagl;arn%n n 1 ebila

e Ty ieas LR =d =y=

| H PRV Ty

Nina ANGIE DELA CRUZ at DANILO GARCIA | g Pinakahuling ulat g BRP Melchara Aguino

l\aghurge na ang moa fauhar ng Dapartmant Ba NEgMO-moniter 2 ing Jumubag ang MT

;:# Em‘-{lmnment and NatrallResources {DENHY 58 dmess Ernpraﬁ:ljak“.i-llmubans & Baling h;ahn irt,
Hig EBRN-NANGYaN g sinasabing malawa- | hatijan sanhi ng cil =pi £ dadat na m & ran

3 ot f arital BAin rg - Bekllematro at lawak na 4- -Kifemetro, ftolay &Embllg

hahg lurrubog ka- ng paglak dga'_.r ng may-ari ng MT Princess ‘Empress
' Princess | Empmm. ng oil spill boom =a daget nitong rakaras -Mm

Balinga B - Maki il tark na
nﬂ: ﬂanq salkop ng | LT Pmnt N&mnsa na ang o ar at gadahm%

Mnammﬂmn ahmaaf Ang insiderte upang  orew pito habang hagpadaia " ang

makta ang posiblen D 53 manine bio-  may-ari ngm-.!aermcn :_v,pm para makonirol ang
Ve =ity at ang magas na langis sa m@a@mr@ﬁaﬂgﬂm .
kabuhayan ng mga resi 5 N

ng liaujan,

ite clahil 58 masameng
sile 1
f‘mﬂanayimmn fang s¢
ﬁ mt -1 L
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T AAIT K



L

R

i

EDITOELAE  dCARTORON

DATE

03-102-28

: T e R T e e
T :
L -
M L =
el - A = —
=5 —
S
Ty
ol
L3
-
i
g
=
I
e
== = - e — —
m.mn_hn
W E =




= B T

¥
| " BATEG
| Comnre o ation
| i

: WFPEE, EBANNER  MIFCAIAL oA RTG,
: . : : = L
| sty (PPl {1117 P U0 [T e
. — “ s
| B e e T LS R T i D 1
, -
| 02-23
LIRS

=P : — . - - e TS i

nung ang 00 Mg
i Sy B R
i




Y

hl—u-"-'_
'r-r""'

nmr

S B

LOMMUNICATION
AN

Irar b nivrs

== fp

_.,,")f C N

--u---

N o i Ry
L4l s

TONITE

FAsE

EL/G 1] 5 () o
UFFER FAG EANRER  EDOORIAL CARTGON
[ STORT ST0RY
[T
=
D3
AT

~ Mindorg
tuluyan nang

iumubog
TULUYAN nang lu-

mubog ang barkong M.T-

Frincess Empress na
Itaabcryu sa bahag:

karagatan ng Gnmta'

mcme&ﬁmﬁ

ang anim na kilometrong

Kb hngbiuas

ng PCG ang insi-
E‘mmlpﬂlmlup
mubog ang motor tanker

na Princess Em

ss na
sam'

jan, Oriental Mindars ni-
_tong Martes, Pebuera 2.
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Kakakilabot
ng imaabot nyg

58 isang baran-
ay sa Botolan,
ambales sa

aglalakihang
barko sa karagatar malapit sa kanilang
mga kabahayan, .
>d post sa social media ng ilang residente akala
daw nilaay maylindel sa kanilang lugar haba ng
nasa gila ay nagpapahinga. '
Perg laking gulat nila nang maispatan ang ha-
los sampung barkone naglalayag sa karagatang
sakop ng kanilang barangay najnag-iingay.
Isanlg residente rin na ating
ngsalling nagising daw sya isa
may ?umaga.aw sa ilalim ng
Dudal nito buka nasisipsip na

g gabi na tila
ilang kusing.
ang bahagi ng

" A

I ¥ ‘ p |
Sa ating pigtatanohg-tinon
nating nagsasagawa pala ng dr

| barkong Chir.a sa nasabiiyg karagaran na sakop
ng ilang bara;igay sa Botolan, ;
In fyirness 1aay basbas naman daw ng baran-

gay ang dredying sa kanilang lu
Gagpwan niman daw ito ng |

1ga residente

amay ng mga.

-sa bahagng iyan?
nakaysap ang

. palang plano.
‘ay nalaman:

dging ang mga

- UMNA $A SALITA Yo— o TUlg T
ay sa Botolan, Zambales =

wasan ang pagbaha, pramis ng padrino ng mga
pasimuna sa dredging, ; o
~ Asan kaya ang kukote ng mga taga-barangay
na pumayag na mag-dredging sa kanilang lugar
at kalaunan ay lalagyan ng dike para maiwasan
ang pugbaha?
Hindi ba dapat ay huwag na lamang nila

itong pavagan para walang p ng idulot
58 kanilang lugar? , =

Sa magkanong halaga kaya ipinagkanulo ng
‘mga barangay official ang karagatang sakop ng

kanilang lugar para hayaang sipsipin ito ng mga.
barke mula Ching 7 : : d

. Anyare na sa mga opisyal ng Botolan? Talaga.
bang ipapahukay n'yo na ang bltong karagatan

~Ang hirdp kasi sa Botolan ay hindi raw tubong
mga Botolan ang mga namumuno.

Ito kaya ang dahilan kaya wala silang pald na
gahasain ang kapaligiran divan [dahil hindi na-
man sila apektado sakaling maghkagipiran?

.Kaya sa mga taga-Botolan mag-isip-isip kavo,
piliin ang mamumuno na may malasakit ta-
laga sa inyong bayan, hindi iye ‘may masama

—

Walang wtulong sa inyo na mapaligil ang
panggagahasa sa mga likas na yaman divan kung
hindi kayo-kayo lang. Kava kumilos na kayo at
MmAgagawa ninyo ito sa paghalal ng matinong
' sa kapakanan

30 2 B
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problem

DENR is

B F ~ ONTHE
P CONT RAH‘I‘I'
majin l“TﬂHln
thrusts NTRERAS
of en- T
wn:rnmgmal governance is people '
participation. ﬁi‘a‘é organizations, .
including non mental organiza-
tions [N-‘.."-Cls] and private foundations
are tow involved in environmenial |

: Dmunn i mo duea_and al-:tnﬁ
wWays. ﬂﬁmﬁpﬂlﬁwﬁﬂhﬁ
Eﬂmluﬂmﬁ'ﬂf J aflL h‘l

P.I.GG DATE

l CONTRERAS F

‘The |r0rﬁy of Masungi:
~DENR i

mmm
awarded rights n lﬂ"ﬁt
Engage in pi % such
upland farming, Morei indy, they
are expected 1o mobilize their rnks to
become actively involved in
protection and conservation I

In the larger scheme of we
lic partnerships not only in 1
q:anapmmlmmnim ion 2 of
Artide XIlof the 1987 that
whdz the exploration, clm!:ppm
&m‘.i uﬂHzaunn a[’namral TESOUITes

then Enviror ment Se:réjary Gina
Lopez in i_m _Th.e confract granted
i the MG the zuthority t mans

60 per centum of whose capital is
owned by Filipino citizens, voided the 201 7 contract, W
. Itisa given that there are areas = amended RA 7536, itis &
“ﬂi m#edmﬂ‘hmwium: ' fice

rotected areas. The Nitional

nasthe “NipasLawof  granting of 2

1992," hzug. wenty-sixyedrsaftet  Domain Title (CALT)
M?SBEWMC&@W tadaos, as well 2 the

RA 11038, otherwise Imowr{ as the  renured migraru, that mmgmmd
E:paudgdrﬂpm Law,” or “E-Nipas.” by law, the 20117 contract between

'llﬂehwsn:lumﬁnd ypes MG and DENR cannot be deemed

of protected areas, all of which o iﬂfgﬂ,"hium and “fli

. should be strictly protecied. 11 geous 10 goveniment.” dl, it |
&muamﬂwmﬂm | il[a.ctﬂmﬂﬁm}ﬂﬁhap cognized
ence of commumnities inside the role of the prvate ofwhich
mmmdlhmrrﬂdgand .MGHISumm ) area man-

have to be addressed and agement. It is ; dmaﬁﬂﬂmw;ﬂ

"W IUNWIEIL Qlu hal Wa
| Phﬂwlkam World m-,ﬁ%
 Tourism Coundil fwﬁi:}

hf}'ﬂamla Cimes L) 2 =
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Ihh_mr }mnagmg profected areas de-

_mmdsammmaiqm:pmmmammg

mmpelmgmtmmbmﬁ-etmmhnz
is by o manage the reouTces in or-

, iiefmmmnmdmamhmﬂmt, "

mpﬁ:;lﬂtj"m render ecological senvices.

In most cases, panicularly when the )
ﬁmﬂibdﬂgﬂdﬂi, itentalls restoring

:ehabu"hratmgme pooected ared.
2 of RA 11084, which arers

: Secumi of R 7586, clearly stipnlates

the muﬂmctml nature of protected

area management when it declared

ti‘naL . ihe effective administration
of jheae areas is possible only through

coopetation among the nadonal BV
a.mt]umlwmmnmm L

.ﬂng]xmectedareadmhﬂsbmam
pwenm{becameufabrealﬁmmm
whiat should b been a oollaborative

vm;ulremmngtheahmmmhm:aiac

the basung Ceonmerve, whichis

%ﬂm 26,125,654 heerares of land i
Wmmﬁehﬂﬁ

dre infirmities in the
the BENE should ]T-‘l.m;
thority to improve the
In viesw of a:'qnﬂir:ung

agreement,

claims, the| DENR should bring alf
.Lunu;'med_ arties b L table, Ilu:w

include MGFL the lucal communk

ties, the remontados, ;)’tlwrrczsuun:e

users, like, he resort owners whose

[FLAEL), and the Bureau of Correc-

tions with jts ownesship claim over

a partion of the p;[tlifﬂad ATEA,

The best were for this would have
Teen the fumbdamgmm
Board (B }. Unformnately, with

_:_-menm c!:ammermmbmrm

existence should be backed by a For-
et Land Use Agreement for Toutism
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' SENADO, IIMBESTIG ANG
hu.mnm BAGONG BUCOR HEADQUARTERS
s,n MASUNGI GEORESERVE

Mo 495na tmwag ng imbestijzisyion s platong
Bl i

Hmmmkamhngmaymgmg lamian ng rm’g
'I:gahiaang paglahad ng Brrcau of Cotrections na planei- Ngunit keilangan ding timbangin 1atin kung ano ang
virg headduartcrs ang Mmrgtﬁmmemﬂta}. g epeklo s o lilasam by matn ko sy -

se rw sa Proclamation No. 1158 na milibas noong— tayosa BuCorhoadguarters.
WW&MMWWMIHM Hindi natin dajat kealimmutan na pegs ating sa kalkasan,
ma Lk 10’ mmmhwugb&wﬁﬁbﬂ]’m Jeahitargph ia akesyon 2y may epekto s kabunan.
WTE Dagdag pami BuCuor acting Director General Greporio L, ag ; . |

tmqumsnphmgmm“p&dmc&m e
residentia} arca para sa kanilang personnel, at pag-
%_Mrghﬁmdaemmpmmmhm

Qo
Marumi ang nagulat sa balitang to, na himabas pagka-
wangmhmwm

mmmmmmmm ,

imtang planong BuCor.
aoo
mmmuﬂhnmmmm :
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ials that they share

the enviroriment, il:l-I : 2 .' B Y

cluding the Pefablanca Protected | g e Caplao Cave n Hmlincituwn. agayan Province,

caprrmurgn mn:rn £ ]

¥ _.

lic Act (RA) 11038,  Pet) '_ amﬁﬁhwi n c&mnancﬁw&aﬂn* slectel ,
Series of 2018, the PPLS has ato- | Shiz said there is an urgent need  prea management plar and env}

Lal area of 118,781 58 hectares, It entallam. &l
is known for its limestone forest ﬂlsum ﬂiﬂ ca
; mﬂrmjﬁ'mermi’m& 3¢ e

lal atea of 11 111111.1,111#1 lg;wx.
is known fod its Hr STwhﬁc
comprising fore than 2 ve| - 2T :
systems which includ;  the Callao E.iﬁ‘ng A -ﬁﬂ Eﬁuﬁm 'iw—thﬁ
Cave, knowrl for il zrthﬂmlngj “National Caves and Cave Resourc-
( otic fﬂamres es Management and Pratection
The caves|are chated in the A" Bambalan said it is prohib-
i agdato and Quibal| ited 10 destoy, disturh, deface,
ahity of Pefiablanca. | mrar, alter, remove or harm the

“We must help one another|  speleothems of any cave or alier
to ensare the success of all our|  the free movement of ary animal mbaoa expressed co
plans and iniriatives for the pres- or plant lifeinto or owt ofany cave. 10 support the enfore [
ervation of the PP1S,” Bambalan _ Also the PAMB chairman, Bam-  nvironmental laws, cspecially |
said during the recent Protecred | balan also urged the board 1o within the PPLS.
Area Managf nent Board {FﬁME}' push for sustainable ecotourism || LEANDER C. DOMINGO

it from the DENR authorizin
the gathering and tmns porting o
ildlife speries for research ang
jEntific purposes.
| IMeanwhile, Police Reg.lmr{a
Office 2 director BGer.
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| By Dr. Tﬂ:numhtum:um&.l.m

NS#D m‘ﬁmﬂmnk amlmm'mtdam Sdmﬁstﬁhavc
mined that we are already losing a substantial 5pa—

clP within a short

geological period, esmlgthatwe a}f

be on the verge of a sixth mass extinction. Butunlrhf prflusm
tinctions, the dire situation we are in now, as far as species di
fismmﬂie& idable.

is highly avoid

us here can be

What
trared tothe choiceswe, ashumanity,
have made throughout our history

MNow, with the wisdom of hind-
sight and the benefit of modern re-
search and science and technology,
wehave a batter appreciation of how

-a harmonious co-existetice
withnatureandotherspeciesisvital
val and our way of life,
Aregion brimming with life
WITH the theme “Partnerships for
wildlife curﬂsewatmn, this year's
WurldWl]dhfeDaylsacelebmmnuf
multi- sta]t.eﬂolder collaborations for

the protection and conservation of
theplanet’s Fj&.ntam:_lanmulspeues

temsinthe region, In fact,in ﬂ?l} a
global report revealed that over ZEIIIJ
new spacies were :-dmmvertd in thE
Greater Mekong region alone. Juat
last year, two new hedgehog
were discovered in Mindanao, tl:m
southern part of the Philippines.

However, themnserr.rajmnbfﬂn&;
myriadofgpeciesremainzachallenge
sinceweare still faced with eno s
threatssuchaspoaching, llegal wild-|
hfg trade, and habitat lass.

|
Asean’s response |
THE Asean Centre for Blodiversity, |
together with the Asean member
states, implements a number of ini-
tiatives for wildlife conservition,

Celébratmg partnerships for wnld]xfe
conservaﬂoh

bim‘ | and ecolc u abyndance
and diversity. AHPs are being
supportec by vatious paciver of
fhﬁﬂﬂﬂ'!l.:p:hja.t s Blrapearn [ |;__|f!
through the “Bii:& versity Comservas
tion and Manage

£ x;rf Protec-ed

livelihood pﬂgem For loical comimis}
nities within and around the A1 o
Theg\g pr.:aliectﬂ suibport activitez

habitat and spe::i mana.; mene,
policydevelopment,wildlife resear b
and monityring, community lu..,_.. -
ment, and communjty outreach 2
conservation awarensgs.

The Asean Grepn Initiative, a
recognition program intended 1o

. promuote the: r:stm.‘#inn andconas:-

vation of habltatsbyplanting nathve
species of 11ees, is a effort of
the repion s keep its wild flora 4
faunainthernaturdlenvironmes
Through cnll;ab-nrtinn with Ja

As a region as biodiverse as Asean, Theseincludethe Asean Flyway Net: pan, Asear. is aleo knhancing th-
with over 25 percent of the world's work that is being led by Singapore, taxonomic capacity bf the mermbo:
kenown plant and animal species, we a project that is designed to gtates by conducting training aes-
reallyneedto together tosignifi- migratory birds and the wetlands sionz on DN Abarcodingand by pro
cantly reduce therisk ofextinction of that serve as their habitats, ducing taxonomymanuals and fish
these species, as they are essential to The ACB also serves as the secre- guides. Thisi is the region’s eflvr o
thehealthuflcwﬂmfmmm tariat of the Asean HJe:m:age Ha.rh-s promote the use of technology t«
we derive all of our needs to survive. (AHP) Program, a flagship i better comjprehend jour biclogica
The Asean region's high species of the Asean that promotes resources and the numerous physi
diversity and high mean countryen- protected area management and the | caland intangible benefits hun'-..:u":.'-
dEH-WEPIDP semphasize there- conservabionand may abtain from then. Taxonomi
gion's slgﬂ!-ﬁgl;eformemrlon the cultural and natural heritage of information is also wgefulin id=nt-
New species members under major  this mtﬂwkﬂfﬂutg_tand‘mgﬁ_’ ; fyingproper conservation measures
taxa Cﬂﬂtm‘ld' tﬂ ba d-“m“m'i i date, there are 55 AHPs in the reg | aswellasin :lete{:ﬂng and contr :.]
EE_I:EH‘I-’I]J'SID tact natural BCOSYS- that hm been remgnmd for 3& ling invasive xlien sﬁci&s,
HE: bﬂdﬂ‘kﬂﬂm and increases youth
.~ -t all of these undertakings, we 55 S |
1<cognize that no single generation mmwﬂwh ed
l}:;bm:_ld have. the monapoly of th conservation efforts. |
enetits we derive from durwﬂd% "The region iz alse pushing for
mmuﬁaﬂm the Asean considers malnstn#:anuhg biodiversity within |
EJE}'W ﬂﬂitalpax;nets hm:eztbg and acrogs sectors such as business, |

ur bivdiversity goals. Inconsonance
ith this, the ACB is Matztunuml
its Ascan Yau‘li:

eaders created powerful stories of
servation from 11 Asean Heri-
* Parks. There is also the Young
diversity Leaders cﬂhort. which

P in-depth capacity building
?‘:'rﬂgﬂ mentorship for Jﬂ:ruth leaders

tourism, agridulture, and health,
among others, to ensure that con-
servation measures are incorpor ated,
into development processes.
Addregsing illegal wildlife trade,
a5 this year's thame connotes, re-
quires strong partnerships, For the
ACE, we highlight the value of en-
gagingas) anyqe:tomaapossib]gin
protecti mlrmldhfe resourcas in

theirna t, -'mdprm:ltng
wildlife t ﬁr_ltlng at source.

fk?ﬁ&m

; 5 Imrnm&mmﬂkﬁ-_
for of the Asean i

baihersy
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-and CBO David Balfasl s

At Aboitiz Land, we jre committed to .
providing vur home lyers not just with
quality homes bur also communities that
are sustainable and nvironmentally
colnsciouns - | :

Business networking group Internativnal Real
Estate Federalion ar FIABCI held the Philippines
Property and Resl Estaje Excellence Awards last
21 Pebraary 2023, whare two of Aboitiz Land's
devlopmenta in Luzon were recognized.

Seafront Residences peceived the Silver Award
in the emvironmeniul o egory, while The Villages
at Lipa earned the Silver Award in the residential
low-rise category, '

At Abuitiz Lard, we are committed to providing
our homebuyers not |§st with quality homes
but &lso communilies that are sustainable and
ervironmentally eonsciods,” Aboitiz Land president,

4.
| San Juan, Batangas took
redoctinspired living further with its Puikan
nature reserve,. | :
The entire 43-heciare |beachside development,
ineluding  the shoreling, has been officially
desipnated as a prime nesting ground for the
endangered olive ridley spa (urtles, '

24 8 part of it conservation wfforis, Seairont
Resiilences launehed the Pmisikan Conservation
Project last 2018 in parl lership with tha Aboitiz
Foundation, the ]Jepar_i-q;]&m of Environmental
and [atural Resources, and the University of the
Philippines-Diliman Ins itute of Environmental
Science and Metsorology, ;

The project entails a five CUr Management plan
to protect and prese rva pg ikang through reéearch,
proper monitoring, the e blishment of hatehling
facilities, and community pducalion drives,

Seafront Residences ifr
f

take

int'l plums

Mearwhile, the 48 heetare devalspment of Tho

Villages ut Lipa sits atop |he industrial expansion of
LIMA, Abvitiz Land's n industry cily in Lipa and
Malvar, Batangas — a fi integrated township that
fortifiea businesses and elpvates ostyies,

Lis communiiies are pharscterized by Aboitiz.
Land's signature feature such as greenbelts and
pockes parks which are natural Breerl vpen areas in
a network of wallkable spa{r.es amd amenitios,

The project entails a =Foar management
plan to protect and pregerve poteilcans
through research, propir monitoring, the
establishment of hatchling facilities, and
community education d

A wide array of house options inspired by Modern
Filiping architecture are available fo homebuyers
in Brook Village and Sierr. Village ranging fram 53
square mneter towmhiouses to 150 sqm home options,

Long-tcrm inabiliy .

Abuitiz Land employe various innovative
technologies in construciion and features ar The
Villages at Lipa and nt Residences such as
precast panels, smart bloo technnlogy sustainabie
building materials, and o rgv-etficient designs to
build homes in the developments, :

Aboitiz Land's commitment fo sustaining and
enriching lives is what lce

lward 4 prosperous and hatmonious fiture with the
community and erviconmenl.
It is what families look for when it comes Lo finding

the perfeut home to raise kidd and plan for their fujurs.

Presemted by the Phil pping chaptor of the
internationally recognized LiEng, .l prestigious
Property and Real Estate Awards honors the country’s
real estate developments that exhibit excellence
throughout all real eataie disciplines,




N Y

;_.n_..-:-' .‘: VICT

SLI.HAJ o &

im MUNECATION

o

TIATIVTS

7
."}f ?ﬁél/ I;E—l | EAHNER IEG_JEA CAITD
[ID/ PEe _
PAGE DATE

1l need five Hines t_he
today; and we will

By 2050 we w
E],EC’EI‘ICI’I:‘,T We u
necd 10-12 tmT
use today. Even is we do this, we must
continue lo improve access to 2417

electricity for billions of people (in

the case of the Philippines, millions of © water supplies amiemntlw Pﬁ&ﬂlu'ﬂh
households) whq currently do nothave  of forest fires a5 is happening in man;
it reliably in theit lives if we are toevenn  developed muntrms like Ausiralia, t
Legm uphfhﬁg nem from poyerty. -L;S-aﬂd':ﬂ crf.rr_'-r Eur s 'M: 1A

Reducmg the carbon intensity of
electricily is a cqhmplf_*x balﬂncmg act.

Adding more 24/7 renewable energy

the clean energy in

with dire mm&e:;uames for ot fres]

(RE) sources like hydro andgeuthermal planet i
Enwermthf gnﬂbm straightforward and fis
should be raged where we can.  for se.

hat needs to by done thoughtfully is  trigee
a,cld1rq; more intermittent BRI sources  Permafrost

.:B.kb solar and wind. Their wﬂahtc and

ure necessitates f:hat
with more Eh:ntag? 1o

-mtcrmtttqnt i
we mtch them

account for the fact that they're not

there when nig

windless days.

fa]ls or on. L‘h}usi}' ar

However, batleries are only ca]:raﬁe"

of running 3-4 hodurs and Thus fall
short of fully providing power for the
10-12 hours befare the sun rises or the
stretches of cl:}ulﬁ'e}' or windless days or
ever weeks. Thisis why President BBBﬁ!
corractly poinks
carbon emission
act as the bridg

more suited fo cnmplem;enta
variable nature of RE.
wo cannol kecp our ]tgh{% on and
atfordable as we scale—ul:r and dePlu

more mternuttqnt renewable energv
sOnrces itkg Dnr

tuel like natural gasto
fuel that's teclwically

ot the need for a low

e
‘-.f‘r;.hﬂut this

Of course, over S

in the world's cryosphe

ecently discovered ty contai
is amounis of metrane (B
o peitent a GHG thi n car \

T remember ALGore sayin
at the Climate Reality Projedt
i tr.almng althe Eﬂﬁh i Maml 5

Celsius cr[ wamun“,, wl‘u..
pdav, the weorld T'na 5 &]:re.&d
chﬂnged 'L"w1|| oe N m‘m'e sy a8 Wi

a.rminﬁ to 1.5 degrer:' & Cileg

as more clean ENETEY
ard storage is added into
our grids, swe njust Teok
towcard decommigsiont

our fossil fuel powerad
plants: first the coal plants,
aned MMLimaLFFW oil
and natural gas plants.
For the latler they can
either be repowsred with
green fuels like hydrozen
as they become feasible

(in the coming (decade of outright

decommissioned befone 2050, similar
done fot the coal
e ought Lo keep an
eye out for international funding for
decummls.bmm ¢ these plants earlier
lives, SL.r_'h funds are

to the proces
plants earlier

than their use

ontheworld’s cdimate

-vulnerabllity list

necessitates that
prepare Philippine
cities, communities
and infrastructure
for resilience in |a
climate-changed
world.

mtrqaﬁmw br: : @Eﬁmu}rﬁ availables

e el

overty and the othes Pressit
Sustainalble Development Goals of owr,
time. Try] o to solve thase will be futil

e le'i L ultimately Ysolvi’
ange.”

‘areas in the ArcHe crel

ght | want to emphasize it

ETECEY Systerm, nJuI]:nE
fourth on the world’

climate vulnerabilit

list mevessitates that
we propare Philippis
cities, communific
and infrastructure For
resilience in a climalg-
changed world. We need
to do this in a systemabi
arwl collaborative way it
we wanl to sucoecd an
make setious headiway i
tackling other irstes




TIMLE:

Uefarbunjzing and scaling up a-

pmg]alﬂy 2t

the greatest energy
l-r&nsatlnn in the history of mankind. It's
not just changing the electricity system
butbuilding a new global energy system
with components we have never built
before and on a massive scale. This will
nead nothing short of collaborative
action among various players that today
consider themselves competitors. And
these also need well-coordinated and
timely action on the part of regulators
who must be decisive and well-
versed on the elements that make for
a successful and just energy transition.

* The path is made more cmnplex today

by the Russia-Ukraine war's effects on
energy prices worldwide, and our need
‘o secure energy supplies at a time when
all cmﬂiti-iesm the world are scrambling
andpa;.ring mp dollar to secure theirs
to avoid Russian supplies and energy
blackmail. | |

You may agk wh}' fl".e Philippines
should undgt;‘tke this, given our
limited resources and the fact that
we account for ﬂﬂl‘f 0.4 percent of

global | Eimss: NS, u],d answer that
question in this way: It's apparent that
the world - ié__ Fin; "-iu:fns fast-as it
needs to, but eventually it will, and 1t
must. The impacts of the climate erisi

as well as climate action that will be
demanded of everyone are among the

forces in history that will transpire
“gradually and then suddenly.” If
we're not prepared and conveniently
ignm.'e it, we'll be overwhelmed and
not recognize the world around us in
the coming 30 years.

. The science tells us we nﬂlongﬂ'have
a choice. Unless we have more of these

- pandemics that choke growth, there

will no longer be any time extensions.
Since we have limited resources, we

- must choose to spend it wisely and in a

futu.re—p:muf manrer.

We are the fourth most climate
vulnerable nation on earth, some
say ever. THE most vu!nera_ble The
|pnﬂter hoys for what's to come are
massively destructive typhoons like
Yolanda (powerful 314 kph winds),
‘Ondoy (massive precipitation in

highly concentrat cities like Metro
Manila), Urduja iﬁgﬂmﬂ'_ and stayed
 tationary dumping rain on Lon s | for three

thae h&ﬁg tnggemd h}r the le
crisis -::'l planetary degradatlﬂn &
very real. They're shaping local a

global i::litima like no other time
history. QOur social, economic,

PD]]thﬂ] systems are all causing us
overshopt lalmost all of our planef's
ecological ceilings. Biodiverity loss |is

happening at a rate that's hundreds pf
times F&Tﬂ than it's been over the

ten million years hecause of hu
activity. On the average, we use up
1.75 Earths each year to feec! and fup
our economies and |ifesty
Developed country lifestyles use up
average of four Earths.

Yet th mequallty of benefits hl-%
caused massive shortfalls in 't
provision of basic foundations for
billions of people. Poverty, hunger,

liss of vy ods have triggered
conflicts and miass migrauun all o
L’mwarl We're heading into a mo
unequal and puhttca.‘ll}f unstable worl
yet one ql:lJ.l driven primarily k
metrics § chias profit maximizati
maximization of shareholder value
gross domestic product (GDP) gror
Rem T too that healthy forests an

trees are fever given any valuz in GD
until lheé"re cut down and used

wood. Ridh schools of fish, corals anc
alsa not refléected

turtles a

until they appear on your dirmer pla
or hung ornaments on Your wall
as table décor. '

Technology or even geo-engineering
by ’:hemselves will not save the day fo
us. The ti for new paradigm
and socia acts. We will need t
measure Progress using new metrics
and reshape our way of life to thrive
in a changed and rapidly changing
world. 1t's all about reimagining our
relationship to the planet ancl to one
another. The It1p51de of the word
ﬁnthmpn ne is that if humans have

lmmens-: power to degenerate the

Eﬂrth if we 5o choose, humanity can
also wield he same power to change
cuurse an crate it, not just for

the sake o cur ntly living humans
but for the millions of other species

that co-i it our world, today and
tomorrow. :

This mﬁégf is excerpted from Mr. Lopez s
remarks at the 4 Philippine Envirowsient
Summif held)lost Feb. 2 in Tagaytay City.
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Fighting for 'thelr ._l_ive's: '
The wl%rld’s forests in fi

By JEAH-PHILIPPE cﬂnm}ul

ARTS, Frafice (AEP) - Forests |
are centnal to biodiversity |
and the fight against climale | -

~ change, [as well as being

a big money spinner for national |

ecaonomies. |
But they arein critical danger.

As politicians; including French |
Fresident Emmanuel Macron, pre- |
pare to descend om the West African |

nation of Gabon for an international

SEmmit on fnrest*;, AFP lools at how |

green our glohe rf.-ally is.

One-third of the globa
Forests cover almost a third, or
31 percent, of the glohal land area,

according to a 2022 report by the
United Nations' P%Ecd and Agriculture
i

Organization (EA

They span somje four billion hect~

ares (9.0 billion lacras], or close to|
the combined surface_ area of Canada, |
Russia, the Uniced States, and all 27 |

members of the Ruropean Union.

More than one-third is primary

forest, which the FAO defines as be-

ing “naturally r{!generated forests |

of native species,iwhere there are to
visible indications of human activi-

ties and the eculdg:ical PIDCESSES are |

not significandy disourbed. ™

Brazll Canada, China, Kussia, and |
account for more |

the United State
than half of all forest area

Seven percent of the world's for-
ests have been planted by hurmans.

Forests can bel found in many cli- |

in the tropics (45 percent) or in a ring |

mates but three quarters are either
around the Nﬂrt?FPu_le (27 parcent).

| o el

Forests, especially rainforests, are |

critical for biodiviersity on land.
Four-fiiths o

FLme_ gm0 O gt 5

MAEILATBULLETIE

THE HATION'S LEADING NEWEPAPER

the world's am- .

Amazon rainforest ar;i eroding the habitat o

EAKHER
STORY

L

AN INSEET feeds on flowers in Lhoknga fig
phibian species live in forests, as
do three-quarters of bird spedies,
68 percent of mammal species and
many of the 60,000 kinds of tiees
found on Earth. h |
|'Three-guarters of the fungi Sh:lE—
cies, two-thirds of the plant speries
and nearly half (45 percent} of|the
animal species considered vulner-
able, endangered or extinet are found
in forests, :
Among the amphibians in critical
danger of extinction are the Mant-
seny brook newt in Spain and Lanza’s
Alpine salamander, which lives irq the
Franco-Italian Alps. |

Acarbon sink

Forests typically act as -:aﬂmn
sinks, absorbing more carhon from
the atmosphere than they emit. |
‘They contain 662 billion tons
of carbon, morc than half of all| the
carbion fpu.m]. in =oil and vegetation.
Deforestation and climate change
have had some impact on that func-
tion, though réplanting and better
forest management have helped,
Accerding to the FAO, fDrTstS

f Jaguars, [AFD

.rezt, Indonesia, where d

PAGE

N .

02

302828

i

larestatiop Is eritical. [AF

absarbed moee cacbpn than they
emitted in 2011-2020 thanks to te-
forestation, irupmvec! management
and other faciors.

BLIL it warns in its lLtesi: reporton
forests (20z2) thal ey vould stacl
=mitting carbon rather tham abzoch -
ing it if deforsstation §s not haltec

“Unless additional action is tale
an estimated 289 million hectares of
farests would be deforested betwe
2016 and 2050 in theltropics alon
resulting in the emission of 167 ¢
gatons of COL equivalent,”

Source of money and juhs
The forestry sector pumped mo
than 51.52 teillion imto the world
economy -in 1015, di1r_*|:tl§,r and in

directly.
Whether yworking Ln wood puily
and papes indJstries, fhrestry or solid

wood products suchlas furniture,

arpund 23 million people, or ox

percent of the world's workforce are

dependent on forests fpra liveliliood
1

_ Under threat
Ewven thouph the rate of doforasy
tiom has slowed, it continues to ooonl

“at an alarming rate! according to
the EAQ, which says 10 millicn hect
ares of forests were wipad out each
vear berween 2015 and 2020

The losses were nof compensats
by replanting and natpral fores. =
pansion, which is es%mated at five

million hectaes per year.

Brazil, Carada, Il'lltiJ nesia; Russi:
and the Unitect Staves lost the most
forest cover between 2000 and 2021, 2
cording to Global Forest Watch (GFVW

The situation is most critical i
Brazil and Ini onesia, where the Joc:
of primary forast to ing, agricitl-

Hits 40 urbar EXpansion is in 1mos!
cases frreversiie,
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IHerrera pushes Swn‘t passar;e
roposed water agencies ;glggg;fce

A CONGRESSWOMAN Has called for ‘the switt of lture, industeies, sond mmmm, &m--
meﬂinbmww“ﬂwwd |mﬁum&r&=}m raibds .
Water resource .‘lucml an “the Al i thar call after o
mpﬂmmtofm Liz uqmam Mﬂ»mﬂ'ﬁd&alwﬁrhngmupﬂ m Bormﬁ
Pt ctadiog Touss: A (D) Kos, 1015 il 1014 o
tic including House Fl.ll([-m}‘*{m.m% lﬂlai&utﬁ!u

bexn ﬁgh filed in July last year.
alre ' Tt‘u'“i"r wai-
hgrisi 3 ‘-|_.. LN
the mankgement. Egﬁql hlc?'rarE

 ELER ! Bonal Water | Act.”
P madiotic The Iavwmaker said her bwing
Er""-mﬂ“"?}??”_'ﬂ ﬂﬂpl\aﬂli. amtwmhm
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‘How to do agﬁ%ul‘turé jn a changm

climate

AgiTbiodiversity called for in the |
name of resilience, food secunqy

ml-:l|the continuing warn-
ings|of the agricultural sec-
tor on the ratification of the

erional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), Senale
President Pra Tempore Loren Legarda
calls for a massive shift on how the
country does agriculture in a chang-
ing climate. L

i o 1& inevitable, [ want us

to take th rtunity to make the
necessary shifts to resiliency and to
protect our Intod supply. Business as
usual cannot continue, but subsidies
for the same type of agriculture also

must go," she said.

The RCEP Is the first Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) of the Philippines
that rgafﬁl;n% the rights and ob-
ligations of State parties under the
Convention on Bielogical Diversity

(CBD) signed in Rio de ]anewu. Brazil
on June 5, 1992. |

In late 2022, the Conference of
Parties of the CBIY affirmed and
unprecedented agreements that affect
global agriculture. Among other com-
rnitments, the sagreed foa .mn
deadline to reduce by half bo
nutrients and the overall ri k pused
by pesticides and highly hazardous
chemicals and to progress phase
out or reform by 2030 subsidies t

rm biodiversity by at least $500 bi
lion per wear while s¢ up posi ve
incentives for biodiversity's conserva
tion and sustainable use, |

Department of Trade and 1} '
{DT[‘.I asmstantseq:duﬂ:;fary Allan G

%.‘““ o i

‘the %BEL‘P emphasizes that ﬂw lin—
Llage ﬂfthe agreement on 'bindwrb

sirgrshmrid helpensure that couniries
that ratify the RCEP will be mindful
of the effects on biodiversity and the

environmane, as well as the necd to
prormote sustainable development in
crafting their policies and programs.

"Related to this, the Philippines,
under services, made specific come=
mitments on Research and Develop-
ment Services on Agricultural Sei-
ences, This commitment is axpocted
to make R&D more accessible to the

agriculture m;tm by signaling thﬂt_

the country is apen for collaboration
in generating new products, services,
processes, or other solutions with
respect to the!:a::m:: L h.E said.

‘The cnmmitment of 15 countries 1m
of global GDP to realize this target w

to biodiverity,! with 30 rt of
ese u susfﬁﬁ“iﬂ ag'rl-:['rl--
‘tural practi 25,

Wit s that Ar-
ticle 17.10 of the RCEP refers to compli-
-ance with ention on Bioloyical
Diversity," a. “This should
consider th im Emema‘!hn of the
recmﬂy adn:T: Kunming Mantr=al

129 percent
H contribute

significa ntly to ouercﬂmm{; bmdwer 1ty loss and
the chmate crisis.’

The Global Envimnment Facil-
ity predicts that 95 percent of land
worldwide would be degraded by

2050 If trends for ﬁktttllt]r redugﬂnn-

n of gl irﬁ:—_:_

continue, while the
tor of the Associa
Asian Nations Center for Biadiversu]r

ACB) bewails tha trillion
(ﬁfr two percent of gﬁ 0Es [0
perverse incentives that ax& miful

‘:ﬁl;)bgl Biodiversity Framework, spe-
-cifically its Target 18 to reduce harm-_
ful subsidies by al least 5500 bill on
_g:,rjtﬂ.r by 2030 and quﬂg definitely
something to watch out for. The
commitment of 1 mulﬁnes with z9

pemm of gl-,. P to realize this
s1gmf1c:mlly Ly
nwml:rmiﬁg' arb,r loss and (e

ful | climate crisis”
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C{..C ﬁxe od prac’ﬂces t,@ global stC --k_t@ke-,
THE (imate . phenomenon,” Dela Cruz said. omes |10, global efforts 1o
upta.nrlmghmbm t“ma{ &d gand We must mjbmit thie solutions i 3 L
pachces" in dealing with the aﬂd)ﬂpud  we have =0 far _ obal siockiake takes place
SIS o imae thgmpelcos el ed and initiated in order to  every five years, with the fitst-ever

The plobal stocktake of Taris v{bﬁiqﬁmﬂﬂiﬁﬁmhmﬁwﬁtﬁgﬁtﬂi
ﬁthgﬁm&ﬁkx akingstock efforts o address climate change:

] tion of atis - Wherearewe, wheredo we wanttogo
Agmeum%ﬂwn’iml exa he am:i:lu:-wﬂu o1 Lhiere?” l'ua-a-ﬂiia&.
world's collecive progress towards . Healan Ewsmdﬂ‘ahe" ing

'ad:ueﬂmgﬂnepfurpdﬂuf o= b have a strong outcome, it would
nm&;'d:mlnngnterm s, a0 f - :m&i:ﬂ&uﬁm';s;tﬁmaﬂmkﬂﬂﬂn
Arig; i EWMNMSF Aol e

Conven Hom onClimate Che ah "'T?wd'uﬂ'lnf;nmmaTm about finr-

stte . : rwa'rd moementum fo unlock more 4
. EimatePhange Commissia oAl mmbiiis dmamwm: -~ Bonn Clitrite in
fmimﬁs;m% bt - wﬁ;ﬁmﬂﬁ ATl “"f'

inprrtirt ﬂi.ﬂ lovhal qh’rlc kf- puld o Thechs
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MONG the économists ]
1ave great respect for is Dr.
Villegas, one of the fram-
ers of the 1987 Constitution and
founder of 'lhe University of Asia
and thr
he gives a talk virtu-
nlly or i
to impart timely and applicable
views on how the Philippine
economy can grow over the short,
medium and long term. 1 1is views
on agriculture and agribusiness
are also valuable.
mam 23, Villegas dis-
cussed almost exhaustively issues
on the Bhilippine economy in a
hybrid t titled “The Philip-
pine Economy among the Fastest
Growing in Indo-Pacific Region.”
His talk lasted two hours and
tackled various subjects on the
economy like infrastructure de-
velopment and attracting foreign
intvestmznts, He also gave valuable
and compelling insights on how
to level qp lhe country’s agricul-
'ﬁ]iegzi said in his discussion
on the PlT.LIJppm agriculture sec-
tor that it needs 1o grow by at least
bw 2 to 3 percent every year, which
he said 151' not asking much from
President Ferdinand Marcos I, as
Agriculture secretary.
He explained that the growth of

persan, he never fails -

MOVING
FORWARD

the agriculture sector of Thailand
and Vietnam was 2 to 3 pe
over the last 10 years, and bot
couniries currently boast of having
the most successful agricultur
cconomies in Southeast Asia. I
can even say that their agri-fishery
economies are among the mus1
obust in Asia, '

“Vietnam did two things that
we did not do,” Villegas said. 11¢
explained that Yietnam upenﬁi
up to foreign investments. that
the P]:ihppmes failed to do
the 1987 Constitution's economic

rmﬁsiunshuumdfnmgupamu
pation to 40 percent in mmpamm
and industries.

Some ﬂhsemm may find this
jronic as Vietnam is a communist
country but welcomed foreign
investments with more open arms.

 compared to the Philippines.

Investmentin

countryside
infrastructure |

The second thing that Vietnam |

did was to invest in countryside
nfrastructure ir the form of
expressways and agricultural
nfrastructure like irrigation and
ostharvest facilities,

"Vietnam dewvated a lot of
espurces to the countryside and

iculture,” Villegas said. He
Iso observed thet rice farmers
'Vietnam do not dry their palay
unmilled rice) on the road like
ilipine cultivatows of the crop
, as they have acoess to modern
ing facilities.
| 1 thus agreed with Villegas’
statement that former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte did the
right thing by investing.in in-
Flmctum in the countryside

er than concentrating it in
Metro Manila and Metropoli-
tan Cebu.
Villegas also said Vietnam is
the second top exporter of
cpifee globally behind wp placer
Brazil. 1 find this astounding as
"ﬁemamm 2020 was the fifth top
e;pmtﬂ of mﬁee globally. My
research shows th: Vietnamese
coffee industry was supported
by its governmen: in terms of
p]antauunffarm development
expansion, tech nology appli-
tion, value adding and mql]ml
promotion.
[Vietnam also exports the fol-

President Marcos-as‘secretary of agribusirass’
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lowing products in large quanti
ties: pepper, tea, cashew nuts,
rubber, cassava and aguatic
products. Vietnam is one 0 the
1op most exporters of rice while
India is MNo. 1,

As fgr Thailand, it is also the
top exporter of durian 1o China
with a mote than 90-percent
share, and is the top exporter of
rice globalby.

However, it is not too late for
the Philippine agriculture sector
to bergme an export powethouse
with Willegas saying: “Let's not
reinvent the wheel. Let's look at
what Vietnam did.”

ification — we were 1oo
obsessed with rice, rice, rice,” he
added| explaining that Thailand
and Viemam had the advantage
of having a river system that can
sustain their rice production un.
like the Philippines where fresh
water js not a5 ahundant flf'rﬂ}lﬁf
we are an archipelago.

Also, the country's top farm
exporte are still bananas and

mcmtr. producls.

Export diversification
needed

Marcos has clinched a deal with

The good news iz Presidemt
four

hina-based companies

1o buy durian from the Philiﬁa-
pines worth $§260 million or
almost P14.3 billion. Also, in
September 2021, the Philippin
became the first Asian country
clinch a deal to export avocado
to China. |
Villegas said the country ex-
panding the types of farm com-
modities it exports should furfn
part of the diversification stra
that is in turn part of the four
strategies that he said | mu]mad
in the Department of Agricy
ture’s (DA) transition report
submitted to President Marce
The other three, as mentioned
by Villegas during the forum, are
mnmlidation digitalization and
ustrialization. L
Msu for consolidation, he
also said the DA, Departmém
of Agrarian Reform (DAR), De-
partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and

p N
I

f crops like coconuts. As for the
ILG, 1 have stated in my past
columns that local government
units (LGUs) can facilitate the
orging of agreeiments between
farmers’ groups and big compa-
nies seeking raw furm produce for
processing. LGUs can also help
organize or consolidate farmers
or operate postharvest facilities
for use by farmess,
This type of cooperation
. |among the DA, DAR, DENR and
ILG can be feeged by Presi-
nt Marcos himself. “You have
four agencies that have to be
on the same paye, and oaly the
President can krock their heads
together,” Villegas said.
“It"s good for the President
to be the one to rule over the
entire area of ajribusiness,” he

Ends for the massive planting

said, adding he viould rather call
President Marcos “secretary of

the Department of the Interior | agribusiness.”

and Local Covernment [DILC)
should be unified in their efforts

‘Echoing that, 2 countryside
“leeming with farmers and fish-

Lo make the country's agriculture | ers” has been my dream for de-
and agribusiness more produc- ades. 1 am hoping that dream

tive and efficient.

Villegas no longer sees a point
in fragmenting farmlands into |
smaller units as this will not |
encourage economies of scale.
Also, the TFNR can allocate idle |

ill come true during this admin-
| istration through the collective
action of the porerment, Mg.l 5,
private sector and civil society. |
am sure Villega: also shares that
dream.
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“ive are meeting will (D) Secretary [Alfredo)
Igscual far this program to plant bamboo nation-
‘i-\-'l.di‘_,- e d.P‘Bl.Eph‘-.-’:sq:z Chsitman Decg;t'm;a‘n"fw'f

i I‘hepmﬁam xvdlhefulﬁﬂmgap]qur“ﬁnﬂm .

Savellan. T
. Bamboa i mw li?r]led m be :Ee;l fiss "Em?u:&l,
fuad ﬂaﬁs Fl epmi a6 by mata:;;anuf

p-,rndamnn tnjr'hppmg mmpe

tocarry thisout. | 1)

_ avail of prevatling povermment
PROGrAMIS 10 S the bamboo propagation,

£l DENR DA 202343 grinls incertives o the privite
ﬂﬂﬂﬂn uplmlj organizations, and other entities in
ugh verified carbon cemﬁcnges

dardized gmda.nl:e* 3K mﬂasure

An:gm_w for ‘-Lll ﬁ}mktcnrh-nn
pm}ms vnﬂ ba putiop,

“The TIAO"S Carbon P.m‘.'uummg. Yerification, a'ﬁg/
Carmification. El.ysfe ACAVCEY harmonizes with the
_prmaplesbftl*«e Philippine Mational Stavdard (PR},
Imter. gmremn'#‘um}’anel onClimate Charge [ArCe).

B lamhtiﬂ dimima thinge mmgati'nn.
L PHOTORY DEMR-ERDE
*anid Cood Practice Guidance for Land Use,
- CAWES projects will have 2 lile 01ﬂl'rrm1.mum
oof 200 years i gumantee mbllltg.r anel Hamg | lﬁ[i‘ll
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Manila Water plants
over 1 4-M tree

The hhmia‘i'mer Company announced on Wednesday that it plmﬁed and nurtured over 1.4million trees
across the country as n«ﬂ:luecembm- 2022 under its watershed pro n and management program to help gt
Amﬁﬁﬁ‘

climate

tree species pla.nted ungler the water ﬂml s tree p activities are narra, ;
g, ipil, sandalwood, maguilombay, agohoy and fruit-bearing trees that can also provide sour of food il
to the residents of watershed areas such as langka, ram , guyabano, sentol, (zcao
‘It has also planted fishpole bamboos in Laguna province. i
“We mmmmmmm[wﬂmﬂgtmmmha&mmﬁmmﬁmwmmtmyw cCOmpany’s
watersheyl management can help improve biodiversity and contribute to carbon sequestration that pan mitiga ¢
the ef! of climate change,” Manila Water president and chief executive officer Jocot de Dios said in a
statement on Wednesday.
Since the launch of its watershed management program in 2006, Manila Water has partneted with (he
Department of Environment nmi Matural Resources, Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System, various
local ent units, indigenous people residing in watershed mumnm andd other stakehdlders for 11

— plementation,

T im
Thﬂmﬁan‘smmlmdmctemouefwsﬁmmmmlnﬁwmshedln Norzagaray
. tumﬁlﬂacm;rwince*LaMawmﬁhethumunGﬂ;erpm hla.rlkhIwatm

in Marikina City; and General Nakar wa d in Quezon provincs

It has pursued watershed management pmtéutian programs in N; watershed
in Malay Lows, Aklan province; Villa Maria, Porac town, Pampangs; wal.arshﬂd and forest
areas in Lagnuna province; Pan-As Ha;ahan B
watershed in Calbayog, Samar province; ;
and Lu}'ang watershed in Carmen town,

. Cebu province,

Manila Water has also hEen supporting
the Annual Million Trees Challenge of the
MWES sinee its launch in 2017,

The water firm has covered a total of

. 2,738.27 hectares of land in reforestation
activities in different parts of the country. PA
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