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DENR.'
monitors
oil spill

from sunke
tanker

The Department of Environme
Natural Resources (DENR) is mo it rf

' ing'a possible oil spill after an oil t e
sank off the coast of Naujan, Or' nr
Mindoro on Tuesday. I.

, The DENR directed its region p r
sonnel to inspect the site.

"Access to the area was limite d .
to the bad weather. Observation ' ~~
impact has been limited to aeria sur-
vey," the DENR said. ' I

The department is coordinating ith
the Naujan municipal governmen, ~nd
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) t ad
dress the threa,t of oil spill in the ~ e~.

The oil tanker, MT Princess Em' re s
encountered engine problem and .
toward the waters off Naujan d e 0
rough seas.

the Maritime Industry Auth ritx'
said it would investigate the ca e Ff
the sinking of the oil tanker.

The'PCG also created a crisis ah-
agement committee to probe the! is»

j
hap. _

Meanwhile, the PCG rescued n
l
arly

150 passengers and crewmember of a

I
passenger vessel and a motorized oat
in the waters off Bohol and Basil <j>I}
Tuesday.

The PCG said it deployed its RP
Malamawi before 10 p.m. on Tue dax
after receiving a report that MV S rlifJ
Saturn ran aground in the wate off
Danajon Bank in Taliban town.

The PCG said the vessel, whic wf.s
bound for Cebu City, was loaded 'ilth
12 rolling cargoes and had 86 pa sen-
gers, 55 crewmembers and two cc
sea marshals when it encounter ,an
engine problem. j

In Basilan,six passengers of a m tor-
ized boat were rescued off the co t· \
Pandak Island in Hadji Muhtama .

The PCG said the boat, whic' e-
parted from 1010, sank after its hul ' s
damaged due to big waves.

- Roberlzon Ramirez,
Macairan, Roel Parefio
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t advocates S;lyoil slick from sunken ianke-r off Ori,e!ntal
elihood of fishers, tourism workers r lying on Verd.•~Isla

By Jane Bautista,
Frances Mangosin
and Madonna T.Vi ola
@Team_Inquirer

Environmental gro surged
the government to t swiftly
to contain the oil spill caused
by the tanker that sank in the
waters off Oriental Mindoro
province on Tuesday, saying
this could harm the livelihood
of coastal communities in the
area.

According to th Protect
Verde Island Passare (VIP)
campaign network, ~ore than
2 million Filipinos, Vfhich in-
clude fisherfolk andl tourism
workers, depend on the biodi-
versity and resource from this
strait that separates mainland
Luzon and Mindoro Island.

"We are calling on the gov-
ernment to expedite cleanup
operations to minimize the
damage and allow the people
who depend on the riches of
the sea to resume the~' normal
activities," Fr. Edwin ariguez,
convener of Protect IP, said
in a statement on wedteSday.

The Philippine Coa t Guard
(PCG)has "confirmed t e pres-
ence and possible source" of the
oil spill from the capsized oil
tanker MT Princess Bmpress,
which was carrying 800,000

liters of industrial fuetil, off
Naujan, Oriental Mindo o.

The oil slick, which as de-
scribed by the PCG as "black
and thick with strong odor"
based on water samples, was
seen in the waters 13.7 kilome-
ters (7.4 nautical miles) south-
west off Balingawa 11 Point
in Naujan around 3 p.m, on
Wednesday.

SLICK The Philippine Coast Guard has con rmed the
presence' and possible source of oil spill in aters 13.7 kilo-
meters ~7.4nautical miles) southwest off B linga'r"an Point
in Naujan, Oriental Mindoro on Wednesday, a day' after a fuel
tanker on its way to Iloilo capsized. -PHOTO OURTI!S'V'OF
PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD

The tugboat Titan has
started spraying oil disper-
sants in the area, the peG said.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
PCG said the spill spanned 6
km long and 4 km wide. It was
being assessed if the industrial
fuel oil it was ferrying was al-
ready included in the spilled oil.

The tanker's shipping
company, RDC Reield Marine
Services Inc., has contracted
Malayan Towage and Salvage
Corp. to assess the level of oil
spillage, the peG said.

The MT Princess Empress,
which was on its way to Iloilo
province from Limay, Bataan,
when its engines encountered
trouble due to' overheating
early Tuesday. It drifted to-
ward Balingawan Point in
rough seas until it capsized.
The PCG described the ves-
sel's condition on Tuesday as
uhalf-subTerged" but said the

--+

n W~dnesday.
crew members on-

board were arlier rescued by a
passing fore cargo vessel.

'Pot nt' poison
Garigue ,a religious leader

and long-t e environmen-
tal justice dvocate, said the
industrial 0 I was a "potent"
poison to t~e flora and fauna
of the passa&e and could nega-
tively affect ood security.

The oil spill could also
result in bid waters that
would make£difficult for sea-
grasses and oral to grow and
reduced gro h of fish or fish
kills that c uld cause lesser
fish stocks. \

"The oil spill exacerbates
the existing i sues faced by our
fisherfolk, w 0 are among the
poorest sect in the country,"
Gariguez sai .

Naujan ayor Henry Joel

r-

uts

a text messa ge to the
on W dnes ay, said:

"Weco inue to coord nate with
concern d agencies 'egarding
the m time inciden , like the
Coast G ard, so we cc '1 under-
take the ecessary acti on.'

Tev s feared th the oil
spill w uld reach t aeir fish
sanctua ,a marine rotected
area, co ering :he \ ages of
Hererra, Masagi ing 'I d Mon-
temayo He said the velihood
of fishin families me astal vil-
lages in aujan Was aI. 0 at risk.
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Agencies scramb t
possible oil spill off

BY JED MACAPAGAL
and ~ICTOR REYES

THE Department of Environment
and atural Resources (DENR)
and the Department of Energy
(DOE) yesterday scrambled to
contain a possible oil spill after
a tanker carrying 800,000 liters
of industrial fuel oil sank off Ori-
ental Mindoro last Tuesday.

The Philippine Coast Guard
initially reported that the ves-

. sel, MT Princess Empress, was
half-submerged after encounter-
ing engine trouble but later said
it eventually sank off Naujan, a
first-class municipality in Oriental
Mindoro, raising the possibility of
a massive oil pill.

"The Philippine Coast Guard
response team confirmed that
from being half-submerged, MT
,Princess eventually sank in the
said area (later on Tuesday)," PCG

.c n+in
,-

ndoro
spokesman ear Adm. Armand
Balilo said, ddiItgj contingency
measures are ~ place in case indus-
trial fuel oil s ills into the ocean.

"What we do for the mean-
time is to wai for ~e oil spill, talk
to the shippi company and dis-
cuss possible alvage operations,"
Balilo said, ferring to the DC
Reield Marine' Services, the owner
of the vessel.

TheD
the local go
and the PC in monitoring the
potential imp ct to marine biodi-
versity and the poss,ible risk to lives
and livelihood in the area.

Energy Secretary Raphael 1,0-
tilla called on local oil companies
to extend assi tance to the peG
in trying to ~' ert what could be
ail "environrrj.ental catastrophe,"
similar to the quimaras incident in

See GE OIES> PageB3--~--~~------~--~~~ ~~.
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The recovery was long and ardu-
ous where mangroves only began
to show signs of recovery in 2019
- 13 years after the incident. This
should. have been a warning sign
to the government that relying on
fossil fuels like oil poses massive
damage to the environment but it
seems like they still haven't learned
a lesson," Arances warned.

Greenpeace Philippines said
somebody should be held ac-
countable.

"Fossil fuels destroy biodiversity
and human lives. When incidents
like oil spills happen, companies
are allowed to just move on, while
fisherfolk and coastal communities
bear the brunt of the consequenc-
es," said Jefferson Chua, Green-
peace campaigner, in a statement.

AGENCIE with the pro . cial g vernment of
Oriental Mind ro to discuss actions
to be taken in e thefndustrial fuel
oil spills into e oceljfl.

"The assur ce Pren byAdmiral
(Artemio) Ab ,th ommandant
of the Philip ine oast Guard,
is that all our vail ble resources,
when it comes 0 oil spill response,
are ready. We e taking action to
prevent an ellj . on ental catas-
trophe," he s1 ,ad g the PCG
was still condu ting assessment

alf of yes rday a e 'no
"The hilippine Coa st Guard

has confi med the pres nee and
possible ource of the oil spill
(black an thick with stn g odor)
at the vi . ity waters 7." nautical
miles sou west off Ba ngawan
Point, Na jan, Onental t' doro,
at around p.m. today," idBalilo.

Asked f this ean indus-
trial fuel il has spilled .nto the
ocean, B . 0 said: "We 'U don't
know."

2006 when the oil tanker M
1, carrying more than two" on
liters of bunker fuel, sank
a violent storm, causin
500,000 liters of oil to spill' to the
Guimaras and Iloilo Strait .

"Preliminary reports ga ered
stated that the vessel enco tered
engine trouble and drifted t wards
the vicinity waters of Nauj due
to rough seas. It then became half-
submerged. Access to the area was
limited due to the bad Wither.
Observation of the impa t has
been limited to aerial surve ," the
DENR said, in a statement.
. In the face of an' impe ding
disaster, Protect VIP, a coalition
that seeks to protect the /erde
Island Passage (VIP), called on
the government to urgently act,
saying the crippled vessel is in one
of the five provinces surrounding
the fragile marine corridor of VIP.

"Industrial oil is a very potent
poison to the flora and fauna of
the Verde lsland Passage and will
negatively impact food security
specifically in the fisheries sec-
tor. This oil spill.exposes the rich
bounty of VIP - fishes may ex-
perience reduced growth and the
turbid w~~eJI>.~ make it harder
for seagrasses, and coral to grow.
We are calling on the government
to expedite clean-up operations to
minimize the damage and allow
the people who depend on the
riches of the sea to resume their
normal activities," said Fr. Edwin
Gariguez, Protect VIP convenor,
in a statement.

Protect VIP said that more than
two million Filipinos, including
fisherfolk and those in the tourism
industry, depend on the biodiver-
sity and resources from VIP, which
has been called the center of the
shore fish biodiversity.

Gerry Arances, executive di-
rector of the Center for Energy,
Ecology and Development, tIso
cautioned against the lasting F-
pacts of oil spills.

"The Guimaras Strait incident
way back in 2006 was a por ait
?f how gruesome oil spills can be.

PCGREPORT

The PCG confirmed that diesel
fuel from the sunken vessel has
spilled into the ocean but added
it is still assessing if the industrial
fuel cargo of the vessel has also
spilled. The area covered by the
diesel fuel spill was about six ki-
lometers long and four kilometers
wide as of yesterday morning.

Balilo said efforts are underway
for the "mechanical recovery" of
the diesel fuel, adding authorities
have started spraying oil disper-
sants in the area. •

Balilo implied that diesel fuel is
not much of a concern, noting it
dissipates if exposed to the heatof
the sun and hit by waves.

"What we're preparing for is
the possible spillage of the indus-
trial fuel oil. The Philippine Coast
Guard has already prepared for
it. We already have a ship there
and another one from Batangas
will also proceed to the area," said
Balilo. .

''We've already coordinated with
the owner, the stakeholders, to help
in case there will be spillage of the
(industrial fuel) oil," he added.

He said industrial fuel oil takes
time to dissipate if not recovered
or treated with dispersants.

Balito said die PCG's command-
er on the ground has coordinared
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A tanker carryin 80,000 liters of
industrial fuel oil s nk Wednesday
off Naujan, Orie tal Mindoro,
causing a six-kilo eter-long and
four-kilo meter-wid oil spill.

The m/t Prin 6SS Empress
stalled due to. e gine trouble
and pushed towar s the vicinity
of Naujan by th rough seas,
according to auth rities. It then
became half-sub erged before
totally sinking.

The tanker's 20 crew members
were saved by a for lgn vessel, m/u
EFE8, are now safe

The Marine E vironmental
Protection Unit of the Philippine
Coast Guard Stati n in Oriental
Mindoro and m/t g Titan have
jointly kicked off an il spill response
operation.

Also, the PCG has formed a crisis
management com ittee that will
initiate a thorough .nvestlgation of
tile said incident,

If fOf,ndliable, the operator Qfthe
mil Princess Emp1 8, identified as
RDC Reield Marine Services Inc.,--~--~-+--------------~~J+--~--

. will be facipg charges of violating
the Oil Pollution Compensation
Act of 2007'1

Based en }Il~1Marcil report from
the ~hilippme Coast Guard vessel
BRP elcraAquino, the oil spill
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THE oil spill i Naujan waters as seen from a coast gua plane ri Wednesday,.l March 2023.

it is coo dinating with the local
governm nt of Naujan and the peG
1:0 deter 1M the impact of the 011
splll on arine life and am~eted
coastal c mmunity.

WITH JING VILLAMENTE
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The Department of Environment anq Natural
Resources(DENR), meanwhile, said it has co-
ordinated with the local government of Naujan
and the Coast Guard. . !

"We are monitoring the site in relatlon to the
potential marine biodiversity impacts and the
possible risk to lives and livelihoods in the area
due to the direction of the current and distance ; Read th ~ full story by typing the link

from the shoreline which may be affect~d:; •.. "d:' ',;;; lo: '!!!..Iy/8WTheNa~ ,

peG
ce shows the 011spill off Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

the DENRQlid in a statement late Tuesday. -
Sheldeen JOl' Talavera

BFAR rais4/s red tide alert in six areas
THE BUREAUof Fisheries and Aquatic Resourc-
es (BFAR) on Wednesday cautioned the public
frOM consuming all kinds of shellfish and small
shrimps locally known as alamang from six ar-
eas that testei positive for toxic red tide.

BFARChief Information Officer Nazario C.
Briguera said :he areas affected by paralytic
shellfish poison (PSP) are: Masbate, San Pedro
Bay in Samar, Dauis and Tagbilaran in Bohol,
lianga Bay i~ Surigao del Sur, and Dumanquillas
Bay in Zambpanga del Sur.

"To the mentioned areas, our message, do
not harvest. do not sell, do not buy, and do not
eat all Kinds ~f shellfish. including alamang,"
said Mr. Brig~era in Filipino during a laging
Handa briefing, - Sheldeen Joy Talavera

~ FULL ROUNDUP

I
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ENR ~~tors sinking fuel tanker i'n indoro: Iii-.mE Department of ·1-
~~lent and Natwal
~f'Cres (DENR) yesb
sai~liltiscloselymonit .
a~eJ.'l.tankerthltispar~

~'off the coast of ~
J.j~~!Driental Mindoro fur..
poS,tilble oil spill that .
affi!~t marine biodivt~' .
andFlj,ossible risk to .

Ili.veIihoods in the
4~!fter being notifi, of
the,~ltaritime incident.the
DEiNrR immediately in-
stn1kted its regional office
to ~~tess to the site.

Reports said that MT
rincess Princess Em-
ress experienced engine
ouble and driffed to-
ards the vicinity waters

,f Naujan due to rough
as until it became half-

ubmerged.
The Philippine Coast

uard said Princess Em-
ress was carrying

1,000liters of industrial
el oil from Bataan prov-
e heading lloilo when

ts engine overheated.
The DENRsaiditiscon-

tinuously coordinating
with the government of
Naujanand the PeG to im-
plement necessary actions.

"We are monitoring
the site in relation to the
potential marine biodi-
versity impacts and the
possible risk to lives and
livelihoods in the area due
to the direction of the cur-
rent and distance from the
shoreline which may be
affected," it said.

"As of this time, theves-
. selispositionedontheeast-

em sid of Mindoro Island
at an .mated distance of
eight t 12 nautical miles.
Wind' 'on is north-
wards, the DENR added.

The Department said
access the area was limit-
ed due bad weather. Ob-
serva of the impact was
Jimitedaerialsurveyonly.

Me .while, the PCG
said th 20 crew members
on b i have been res-
cued id are in good
physic condition

Joel dela Torre

-\ .•
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Bl'lABA~A YAN ng
Philippin '.Coast Guard
(PCG) ang kalagayan ng
oil spill ula sa motor
tanker na may kargang
800,000 lit . ng Industri-
al fuel na Iumubog Sit
katubiga~ ng Naujan,
Oriental indoro nitong
Maries. .

Sa Pin$uling ulat ng
BRP Melc ora Aquino
(MRRV-97 2) mtong
Miyerkules,ha-monitor ang
humigit-kumulang anim
na kilom~ghaba at apat
na kilometrorig lawak ng
oil spillage sa katubigan ng
Balingawan Point, Naujan,
Oriental Mindoro.

KinumpiimadinngPCG
res{JQnsetea,Jinna mula sa
pagiging "half-sub-
merged" ay£tuluyan nang
lumubog an Mf Princess
Empress sa turang katu-
bigan.

Sa kasahikuyan, patu-
loy ng binllbantayan ng

BRP Melchora Aquino,
katuwang ang Coast Guard
Station Oriental Mindoro,
Marine Environmental Pro-
tection Unit (MEPU)-
Southern Tagalog, at M/
TUG TITAN, ang pinang-
yarihan ng insidente para
makibahagi sa isinasa-
gawang oil spill assessment
at response operation.

Kaugnay nito, pinali-
pad din ang Coast Guard
Aviation Force para mag-
sagawa ng karagdagang
aerial surveillance.

Ayon kay PCG spokes-
person Rear Admiral Ar-
mand Balilo, ang, B
Melchora Aquino ang
naatasan na mag-monitor
sa sitwasyon.

"Yung ating BRP
Melchora Aquino ay na-
kaantabay at may mga
dalang oil spill boom at
nakahanda po. May in-
struction si [PCGcomman-
dant] Admiral [Artemio]
Abu na i-monitor at gawin
'yung tamang oil spill prer
cedure para sakaling

magkaroon ng tagas ay
nakahanda po tayo." pa-
hayag ni Balilo.

Isa pang barko mula sa
PCG naval station s-a Ba-
tangas ang idinepby sa
area upang tumulor.g.

Kaugnay nito, sinabi na-
man ni Balilo na wala na-
mang panganib sa marine
ecosystem ang diesr1 fuel.

Sa ngayon aniya flY bin-
di pa mabatid ang eksak-
tong lokasyon ng Iurr.ubog
na tanker.

Sa sanda!ing masiguro
umano ang lokasyori ng
tankeray isusunod aga:l ang
salvage operation naisasa-
gawang may-aring barko sa
fulong narin ng PCG at ilia
pang stakeholders.

Ayon sa ulat, nailigtas
ng mga nagdaraang for-
eign vessels ang 20 pasahe-
ro ng Mf Princess Empress
bago ito tuluyang lumubog.

l>inayuhan na rin ng
mga awtoridad ang mga
residente na huwag mu-
naI!g luma{'it. sa pmang-
yarihan ng insidente.
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Na!;ltungo na an~ mga uhan ng Department
of Environment and atural Resources (DENR) sa
IU~lclr kung saan nan yari a 9 sinasabing malawa-
kai1!J oil spill sa Nauj~n, Ori ntal Mindoro.

I~o ay makaraan!;j tulu n nang lumubog ka-
hapon ang motor tan~er na . T Princess Empress
na may kargang 800 000. Ii 0 ng industrial fuel sa
karla,gatan9 sakop ng Balin.awan Point, Naujan sa
nasc~bing lalawigan. ")

Minomonitor ng ahensy~ ang insidente upang
makita ang posibleng plnsala nito sa marine bio-
divl~rsity at ang epekto ng ~umagas na langis sa
katl.lIhayan ng mga residen~ malapit sa baybayin
ng Nlaujan.
. .Aminado ang DENR na pa irapang makarating sa

site <lahil sa masamang laga ng panahon doon. Sa
nga~~pn ay Ilmitado lang sa aeral survey ang paglapit
sal,ij!E!. I •
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sa pinakahuling ulat ng BRP Melc ora Aquino
nanagmo-monitor sa insidente, lumu og arig MT
Princess Empress sa katubigan sa Balin awan Point,
Naujan sanhi ng oil spill sa dagat na ma haba nang
6-kilometro at lawak na 4-kilometro. Ito ay sa kabila
ng paglalagay n9 may-ari ng MT Prine ss Empress
ng oil spill boom sa dagat nitong nakara ng Martes.

Matatandaan na nagkaroon ng p oblerna sa
makina ang oil tanker at lumubog an!;! kalahating
bahagi nito riitong Pebrero 28. Naifikas naman ang 20
crew nito habang agad na nagpadala n, barge ang
may-ari ng tanker at oil spill boom para m kontrol ang
pagtagas ng langis sa dagat. .

"Katuwang ang Coast Guard Oriental Mindoro, Ma-
rine Environmental Protection Unit (MEP~' )- s.outhern
Tagalog at MfTUG Titan, patuloy na bina antayan ng
BRP MelchbraAquino ang pinangyarihan 9 insidente
para makibahagi sa isinasagawang oil pill assess-
ment at oil spillresponse operation," ayo sa PCG.. . - -,. ---
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()Il SPill SA ORIENTALMIA
PINAG-AARALAN na

n¥ mga awtoridad kung pa-
ano makukuha ang 800 li-

~

'I litrong industrial fuel oil
sa lumubog naMTPrin-

c s Empress sa karagatang
op ng Naujan, Oriental

~ni PhiJiwineCGN
G~' d spokesperson Rear
A . Armand BaIilo na
n oy na ang lugar kung
saan Jumubog ang barko.

Pero tinitingnan pa aniya
kupg ana ang rnagandang ga-~t·para makuha ang karga
ni ng lan~s 0 kung kaila-
n g maiangat muna ang

lORD
barko 0kunin ito kahit nasa
dagatpa

Sa ngayon ay nagsasa-
gawa na rin aniya ng assess-
ment at water sarn~ling ang
Depar1melltoffinVIrOnment
and Natural Resources pero
wala pang resulta

Ayon saPCQ nasaanim
na kilometrong llijqa at apat
nakilometronaang lawakng
oil spill.

Nag-abiso naman ang
PeG sa mga mangingisda
nahuwag munangpumunta
malapit sa mga lugar kung
saan may kumalatna langis.

(MadelMoratillo)
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Barko na
nagkaaberya

sa Oriental
Mindoro,

:tuluyan nang
lumubog

TULUYAN nang lu-
mubog ang barkong MT
Princess Empress na nag-
kaaberya sa babagi ng
karagatan ng Oriental
¥indoro.

Kinumpirma ng Philip-
pine Coast Guard (POO)
ang anim na kilometrong
oil spillage.

Kamakaitan langkinum-
pirma ng PCG ang insi-
dente .ng oil spill nang lu-
mubog ang motor tanker

na Princess mpress na
may dalang 8 ,000litrong
industrial fuel oil sa Nau-
jan, Oriental indoro ni-
tong Mattes, rero 28.
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gay sa Bdto_a:nJ ,Zambales
gangarubmanura

Kakakilabot
ng inaabot ng
ga residente

a isang baran-
ay sa Botolan,
ambales sa
amay ng mga
aglalakihang

arko sa karagatanlmalt:it sa kanilang
abahayan, I .
ost sa l~li>cialmedia n ilan 'residente akala
ila ay May lindol sa k hila g lugar habang

nasa ila ay nagpapahinga
Per laking gulat: nila na g m ispatan ang ha-

los sa pung barkong nagl .laya sa karagatang
sako ng kantlang barang y na: ag-iingay.

Isa g residente rin na ting nakausap ang
ngsa ing na,~risingdaw s a .is g gabi na tila
may magalaw sa ilalim ng nilang kusina.
Duda nito ~;aka nasisipsi .na ~ng bahagi ng
kany ng ba~tity.

Ma adon ~ delikado an gin gawang ito ng
mga hines~:l,essel dahil k1ag ltmaha ay basta
na la ang hr ubog ang mTa "ba~ay sa nasabing
baran ay. I

Sa ting pagtatanong ..t no] g ay nalaman
natin nags asagawa pala g dr dging' ang mga
barko ng China sa nasabin kar atan na sakop
ng ila g barangay sa Botol n.

In t imess~~r.aybasbas n man daw ng baran-
gay a g drecllr,ingsa kanila g lu ar.

Gag wan ~~lElmandaw it ng ike para -mai-

..

wasan ang pagbaha, pramis ng
pasimuna sa dredging.
- Asan kaya ang kukote ng mg

r
taga-barangay

na pumayag na mag-dredging s kanilang lugar
at kalaunan ay lalagyan ng dike para maiwasan
ang pagbaha?

Hindi ba dapat ay huwag a lamang nila
itong payagan para walang pe isyong idulot
sa kanilang lugar? ~ I

Sa rnagkanong halaga kaya i inagkanulo ng
mga barangay bfficial ang kara atang sakop ng
kanilang lugar para hayaang sip ipin ito ng mga
barko mula China? . , ,~

Anyare na sa mga opisyal ng .'otolan? Talaga.
bang ipapahukay n'yo na ang bong karagatan
sa.bahaging iyan?

An'ghirap kasi sa Botolan ay h ~ndiraw tubong
mga Botolan ~ng mga namumu o.

Itokaya ang dahilan kaya wal silang paki na
gahasain ang kapaligiran diyan clahil hindi na-
man sila apektado sakaling ma .agipitan? .

Kaya sa mga taga-Botolan ma -isip-isip kayo,
piliin ang mamumuno na ma malasakit ta-
laga sa inyong bayan, hindi iyo g may masama
palang plano.

Walang tutulong sa inyo na~mapatigil ang
panggagahasa sa mga likas na Xa .an diyan kung
hindi kayo-kayo lang. Kaya ku ilos na kayo at
magagawa ninyo ito sa paghal 1 ng matinong
lider na talagang ang puso ay par sa kapakanan
ng mga taga-Botolan at hindi ng kanilang angkan
lamang .
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The irony of Masungi:
DENR ist eproblem The iro
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the
mai n
thrusts
of en-
vironmental g ernance is people
partio.·pation. People's organiz. ations,
including nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) and private foundations
are now involve in environmental
protection in more direct and active
ways. The Philippine government has
a rich history of p eople participation in
community-based resource manage-
ment activities. Con rera AS .

ONTHE
CONTRARY
ANTONIO

(~NTRERAS
" I.ocaI communities are 0 and

awarded tenurial rights not only ~o
engage in productive activiti such as
upland fanning. More impo tly, they
are expected to mobilize their ranks to
become actively involved in esource
protection and conservation. I I

In the larger scheme of gs, we
also have institutionalized private-pub-
lic partnerships not only in irfrastruc-
ture development, but even in resource
management It is stated in Secfion 2 df
ArtideXiI of the 1987 Constitution that
while the exploration, development
and utilization of natural resources
shall be under the full control a.p?
supervision of the State, and Jhat the
Statemay directlyundertake i,activi.
ties, it may enter into co-pr uction,
joint ventureor production haring
agreements with Filipino dti ns, or
corporations or associations at least
60 per centum of whose ca ital is
owned by Filipino citizens.

It is a given that there
that are declared by the gove ent
as protected areas. The ational
Integrated Protected Areas System
(Nipas) was established by RA 7586
otherwise known as the "Nip law of
1992: In 201S, twenty-six)' after
RA7586 was passed, Congress assed
RA 11038, otherwise known as the
"Expanded Nipas Law," or "E- ipas. "

These laws identified sev types
of protected areas, all of which ideally

. should be strictly protected. H wever,
there is a need to recognize tijF pres-l
ence of communities inside protected
areas, and their needs and interests
have to be addressed and th~ rights
protected, without compromis g the I
goal of protecting the resour These
include Indigenous communiti with
prior rights, as well as migran who
possess certain tenurial instrum ts.To
support communities who are epen- \
dent on these areas for their 1iV1 ood,
the law stipulated fortheestab . ent
of buffer zones outside the bd aries
and immediately adjacent which shall
be devoted to livelihood activiti6. RA
11038 also did not repeal th~dig-
enous People's Rights Act of 19 7, or
RA 8371, and tacitly recogni the
role of indigenous communi es in
protected area management
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11038as the Upper River
ProtectedArea (UMRBP) Thechro l-
ogy of events, :U1da d inquiry into
the matter, would reveal a great ir ny.
We would be confron ed with the
fact that the crlsis is actu y ca by
the failure of 1:~lVemm t to prop y
do its job, exercise due . igence, d
practice fairness and jus .ce.

These are the glaring cts: Prio 0

the passage ofltA 11038,a .d contract
was already sigped betw the un-
gi Ceoreserve loundatio Ine. (MGA)
and the Department of viro ent
and Natural Rellources(D
then Environment Se etary G na
Lopez in 201,'. The con ct tc
the MGH the ~\J.thorityt manage ot
only the 300 hectares ch was used
forecotourism purposes, utexpanded
this to include around 2, 00 h
It cannot be said that the ofRA
11038, which fonnalized MRBp,has
voided the 201j' contract. . ethe law
amended RA75 B6, it is dard prac-
tice that existing valid con cts, unless
contrary to the lew itseI£~· respected,

Like the rights being
and yet to be f ) malized
granting of a O~ficate f Aneestral
Domain Title (CADT) to, the remo -
tados, as well as the us ct rights 0

tenured migrants, that ar recognized
by law, the 2017 contr between
MGA and DENR cannot e deem
as "illegal,' "infirm" and" isadvama-
geous to government," er all, it i
a fact that RA 1l.038 has recogniz
the role of the pnvate sect r,ofwhi
MGA is one, ir protecte area m it-
agernent. It is also a fact that MG
has delivered it! pan of e contr r:t,
which is to protect and c nserve tl e
areas assigned to i.tIt has r abilitat d
and recovered about 2,00 hectares
degraded forestl and, at no ost to tax-
payers except to t ose wh pay to use
the area' facilities, Hence, t is simp y
bizarre to claim that the c ntract
"disadvantageol~'totheg ent,

In fact. MGFI r,as receiv int
tional recognitic ~for its co serva 0
efforts from mu liilateral b .es su
as the United a ions D !opment
Program (UNDP), Inte national
Unionfor the Conservatio ofNa
(IUCN), UN World Tou m 0
nization (UNWIO), Glo al Water
Partnership, anc' World T vel and

u Tourism Counal (IWITC) .
.~--'-'~~-
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. Thus, ranaging protected areas de-
mands a rational compromise among
competing interests, but the bottom line
is always FO manage theresources in or-

~ der to maintain and even enhance their
capacity to render ecological services.
In most cases, particularly when the

..,.resource Is degraded, it entails restoring
and r~ilitating the protected area.

Secti0n 2 ofRA 11038, which amends
Section 4 ofRA 7586, clearly stipulates .
the multsectoral nature of protected
area management when it declared
that, "... the effective administration
of these areas is possible only through
cooperation among the national gov-
ernment, loci! governments, concerned
nongovernment organizations, private
organizations, and local communities/,

.One protected area that has become
problematic because of a breakdown in _.
what should have been a collaborative
venture amongthe abovementioned ac-
tors is the Masungi Ceoreserve, which is
part oftge 26,125.64 hectares ofland in
RizaIprovince which was set aside by RA
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SE ADO, IIMBES •••IG
LANONG BAGONG BUCOR ADQUA]~I"'ERS

SA MASUNGI GEO ESERVE

Masungia ysimbolongsustairl<ible developmentat
nan;guIll~samgaJXIgSisikapnakonserbahin at palaguhin
ang lalqnasaharapngkrisisuaklima.

Dahil . .,~protektahannatinangMasungi.
Naiintindi biinangpangangailllnganngBuCor sa

mga pasilidatlna planOnitongitayo.
Ngunit~gan ding timbangin natin kung ano ang

magigingepekto sakalikasankungmatutuloy angpagpapa-
tayo sa bago g BuCor headquarters.

Hindi . dapatkalimutannapagdlltingsakalikasan,
kllhitangp· ·"tnaaksyonaymayepektosakabuuan.

DDD

NOONG mga nakaraang araw ay naging laman ng
itaangpaglahadng Bureau of Corrections na plano ni-
gawingheadquaI1ersang Masungi GeorescrvesaRizal.

BaserawsaProclamationNo.1158nainilabasnoong
embre 8, 2006, nakalaan ang 270 hectares na tinata-
na 'Lot 10' para sa pagtayo ng New BilibidPrison.

Dagdagpani BuCor acting Director General Gregorio
g,kasamasaplanongheadquartersangpag4:velop ~-.n.---'-',-,+.l---...I-- .~--'-'--

D residential area para sa kanilang personnel, at pag-
lementa ng land use development plan para sa 'basic
. iooalfoodreqairereets,'

DDDIMarami ang nagulatsa balitang ito, nalumabas pagka-
I<lIjos magsagawang ocular inspectionang BuCorsa Masu-

~ Dangarawmatapos ang ocular inspection, sinabingOO
C$lPangnamagpapatuloyangproyekto kungmagbibigay
~~ angmgaeksperto, partikularangmga urban
p . . expertsng UniversityofthePhilippines,namanana-
tili gprotektado angMasungi Georeserve. .

INagbabalaangMasungi Georeserve Foundationnamay
.bong epekto sakalikasan atmaging sa sektorng!uris-
m angplanongBuCor. DDD

Dahilsamganangyari,inibinnatinangSenateResolution

linE:

; -
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patawag ng imbestigasyon sa plano ng
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.R moves to protect
TITLE:
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TUGUEGARAO ( Y: In a move to pro- .
teet the fa ous Callao Cave of
.Pefiablanca the Department of
Environme and Natural Resourc-
es (DENR) i Region 2 (Cagayan
Valley) ha appealed to local
officials to nsure the successful
implement ion of the agency's
plans and j itiatives for. the pres-
ervation of e caves.

DENRRe' on 2 Executive Direc-
tor Cwendol Bambalan remind-
ed local of cials that they share
the same go I, that is, to protect
and preserv the environment, in,
eluding the eiiablanea Protected
Landscape d Seascape (PPLS).

A legisla ed protected area
under Repu lic Act (RA) 11038,
Series of20 8, the PPLS has a to-
tal area of 1 8,781.58 hectares. It
is known fa its limestone forest;;r~:::~~~~b:;~~.~~~e~!~:s~~~1
is known fo its limestone forest
comprising ore than 200 cave
systems whi include. the Callao
Cave, know for its archaeologi-
ca! and aest etic features.

The caves are "located in he
villages of agdalo and Quibal
in the munici ality ofPeiiablanca.

"We must help one another
to ensure th success of all our
plans and in tiatives for the pres-
ervation of e PPLS," Bambalan
said during e recent Protected I
Area Manage em Board (PAMB)

DATEPAGE

• Ihe Callao Cave in Peiiablanca town, agay n Province.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

meeting held in Pefiablanca town. n co onance with th' rotecte
She said there is an urgent need rea anagement plan and env -

to protect and conserve the caves onm ntallaws.
~~~ .~v:!~~~!~:~, .:_sI?~~!~~I)'~~ S~e_~o~'!-oco~geo~~ E' a~q~I?-
- sne sam there IS an urgent need I ' fu anagemen't plan and en
to protect and conserve the caves on e tal laws.
.and eave resources, .especially the She so encouraged eadem
Callao Cave, ('Sealf institutions and c nceme

Citing RA 9072, known as the ngan' tions to secure ~, tuitou
"National Caves and Cave Resourc- ermit rom the DENR authorlzin
es Management and Protection . e ga ering and transporting a
Act," Bambalan said it is prohib- ildlif species for research an
ited to' destroy, disturb, deface, 'en)i c purposes. .
mar, alter, remove or harm the M a while, Police Regiona
speleothems of any cave or alter [ficf 2 director BGen. Perciva
the free movement of any animal umb oa expressed coq itmen
or plant life into or out of any cave. sup ort the enforce ent 0

Also the PAMBchairman, Barn- nvir mental laws, especiall
balan also urged the board to ithi e PPLS.
push for sustainable ecotourism l!ANDE C. DOMING

\--=-



Asean's response
THE Asean Centre for Biodiv rsity,
together with the Asean me ber
states, implements a number f ini-
tiatives for wildlife conserv tion.
Thes~ include theAsean Flywa et-
work that is being led by Singapore,
a project that is designed to protect
migratory birds and the wetl nds
that serve as their habitats.

The ACBalso serves as the s ere-
tariat of the Asean Heritage arks
(AHP) Program, a flagship initi tive
of the Asean that promotes effe tive
protected area management and the
conservation and preservation ofboth
the cultural and natural heritage of
this network of outstanding PAs. To
date, there are 55 AHPs in the re 'on
that have been recognized for t eir

~ ----------- ,-----~------
in biodiversity and increases youth
particip tion in biodiversity gover-
nancew ilestrengtheningyoutb-led
conserv tion efforts.

The egion is also pushing for
mainstr aming biodiversity w.thin
and acro s sectors such as business,
tourism, agriculture, and health,
among 0 hers, to ensure that con-
servatio measures are incorporated
into deve opment processes.

Addre sing illegal wildlife trade,
as this year's theme connotes, re-
quires strong partnerships. For t\he
ACB, we highlight the value of en-
gaging as many sectors as possible in
protectin our Wildlife resource~: in
theirnatu alhabitat, and preventing
wildlife trafficking at source.

~~
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By DR. THERESA MUNDITA S. LIM

BA ED on fossil records and current data, scientists have deter-
mined that we are already losing a substantial number of spe-
cies within a short geological period, suggesting that we may

be on the verge of a sixth mass extinction. But unlike prehistoric ex-
tinctions, the dire situation we are in now, as far as species diversity
is concerned, is highly avoidable.----...--------------------------1---What brought us here can be
traced to the choices we, as humanity,
have made throughout our history.

Now, with the wisdom of hind-
sight and he benefit of modern re-
search and science and technology,
we have a better appreciation of how
having a h rmonious co-existence
with nature and other species is vital
to our survival and our way of life.

terns in the region. In fact, in ;2020, a
global report revealed that over 200
new species were discovered in the
Greater Mekong region alone. Just
last year, two new hedgehog Species
were discovered in Mindanao, the
southern part of the Philippi es.

However, the conservation of this
myriad of species remains acha}-lenge
sincewearestillfacedwitheno mous
threatssuchaspoaching,illeg wild-
life trade, and habitat loss.A region b mming with life

WITH the theme "Partnerships for
wildlife coriservation," this year's
World Wildlife Day is a celebration of
multi-stakeholder collaborations for
the protection and conservation of
the planet's plant and animal species.
As a region as biodiverse as Asean,
with over 25·percent of the world's
known plant and animal species, we
reallyneed to work together to signifi-
cantly reduc the risk of extinction of
these specie ,as they are essential to
the health of ecosystems from which
we derive all of our needs to survive.

The Asean region's high species
diversity and high mean country en-
demicpropo tionsemphasizethere-
gion's significance for conservation.
New species members under major
taxa continuq to be discovered in
the remain in intact natural ecosys-
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biological and eco ogical abund ~ce
and diversity, Th AHPs re b ng
supported by va ious pa tners f
the ACBs ch as th European Um n
through ' e "Biod ersity nserv-
tion and, anage ent of )1' tec d
AreasinAsean(B P)"p) ,11

the Federal govern ent of ,; rman
through t he KfW b provtd g SIl' all
andrnicrcgrantsfo conserv tionand
livelihoo projects or local comn u-
nities wi 'lln and ound €' AH )s.
These projects sport c ivit es
focusing (In effecti e park To nage-

. ment, law enforce ent, eco ouns 11,

hab.tat a 1 speci s man g m r
policydevdopment wildlife resear
and onitoring.co munitydevelo-
ment, and commun ty outreach and
conservation aware ess.

The Asean Gre n Initiative, a
recognition progr m inte ded to
promote the' restora ion and conse (-
vation of habitats b planting natt e
species of trees, is a other effort f
the region to keep i wild flora an
fauna in their natur 1environ men

Through collabo ation with Ja-
pan, Asear, is also nhan i.ig the
taxonomic capacity f the membe
states by conductin train' g ses-
sions on DNAbarco .ng and by pro .
ducingtaxonomym ualsandfiel
guides. This is the re ion's effort tc
promote the use of technology t
better comp rehend ur bio ogica
resources and the n erous physi-
cal and intangible be efits humans
may obtain from the . Taxo omic
information i also u eful in identi-
fyingproper conserva ionmeasures,
as well as in detectin and control-
ling invasive alien sp cies.

.1 all of these undertakings, we
recognize that no single generation
should have the monopoly of the
benefits we derive from our wildlife
resources; thus, the Asean considers
the youth as vital partners in meeting
our biodiversity goals. In consonance
r'~th t.his, the ACB is institutional-
~Ing ItS Asean Youth Biodiversity
~r' gra.m (AYBP):which engages the

filth In the region to more actively
articipate in biodiversity action. Un-
er AYBP are notable sub-programs

s ch as the YoungAsean Storytellers,
,where 20 talented and skilled young
eaders created powerful stories of
conservation from 11 Asean Heri-
tafe Parks. There is also the Young
Birdiversity Leaders cohort, which
pr9.vides in-depth capacity building
and menrorshl £, h 1 d Dr. Theresa unditalLimis!heExecutiveDil'e\:-

\ 'P or yo~a _e_rs to_ro_f_th_e_Aseanntre fo'todivefJity.
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~,p'rojects.~~~' in~I'p'ums
At Aboitiz Land"we
prl/viding our homeiyers not just with
quality homes but al 0 communities that
am sustainable and nvironrnentally

, • I

COl~SClOuS

Industry !Cityin Idpa
Meanwhile, the 49-he~tare development of The

Villages at Lipa sits ato~. he industrial expansion of
UMA, Aboitiz Land's ne industry city in Lipa and
Malvar, Batangas -' a t' -integrated township that
fortifies businesses and elevates lifestyles.

Its communities are~haracterized by Aboitiz
Land's signature feature. such as greenbelts and
pocket parks which are n tural green open areas in
a network of walkable sp es and amenities.

__ I • I' ~

.Business ne~wOlrkinggroup International Real
Est.~te FederatIOn or F CI held the Philippines
Property and Rea~Esta e·Excellence Awards last
21 February 2023 whe e two of Aboitiz Land's
developments in L zon ',ere recognized.

Seafront Reside ces eceived the Silver Award
in t;he environmental c egory; while The Villages
at Lipa earned the Silve . Award in the residential
low-rise category.

"At Aboitiz Land, we e committed to providing A wide array of house o~tions inspired by Modern
oUl; home buyers pbt j st with quality homes Filipino architecture are available to homebuyers
but Iialso communities at are sustainable and in Brook Village and Sierr~ Village ranging from 53
env~ronmentally CO~~CiO," Aboitiz Land president square meter townhouses ~o 150 sqm home options.
and. CEO David Ra ael s d. c

Seafront Reside ces i San Juan, Batangas took Long-term ~'ustainability ,
res(),rt-inspired liv~ng f rther with its pawikan Aboitiz Land emplo.~,s various innovative,
nature reserve. 'j I t~chnologies .in construct I'on and features at The

The entire 43-h ctare beachside development Villages at Lipa and Seaf ont Residences such as
induding. the Sh.. reli ~' has been officiaU; pr~c~t panels,smart bloc technology, sustainable
designated as a p ime nesting ground for the buildmg materials, and eIljergy-efficient designs to
endla~red olive ri ley s a turtles. build homes in the developments.
~~I a part of its fonse vation efforts, Seafront Aboitiz Land's commit~ent to sustaining .and

Bestdences launch~d th :Pawikan Conservation enriching lives is what keep~ the flow movingforward
Proj~ct l.ast 2018 in part ership with the Aboitiz toward a.prosperou~ and harmonious future with the
Fouj~datIO,n, the DfPart ent of Environmental c0InI?umty and ~~onment.
an~ J~.a~ural R~~ourI~s, ~. d the University of the It ISw.hat families l?ok ~~~whenit comes t? fmding
PhI~'I~pmes-Dilima I Ins itute of Environmental the perfect home to raise ki?;'1and plan for their future.
Science and Meteor logy.. ·, '~ Presented by the Philf!>pine chapter of the

Th,eproject entail a fi I -year management plan internationaiIy recognized rIABCI, the prestigious
to protect and preserve paMkans through research, Property and Real Estate Awardshonors the country's
prop~l~monitoring, the. establishment of hatchling real estate developmen..ts ,~h~t.exhibit excellence
facilities, and commhmty ~ducation drives. throughout all real estattJ!I~CIplines.

The project entails a ~le-year management
plan to protect and pre erve pawikans
through research, prop r monitoring, the
establishment of hatc 'ng facilities, and
community education dives.



;

~Qo STORY

LOWER

~~ ~ ;:~~~CATION

••• : I TIATIVES

~' S VICE

ODD
BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

TITlE:

•View
Cari.ng

By FEDERICO R. LOPE

By 2050 we 11need five times the consecuti
electricity we u e today; and we will
need 10.:12 tim the clean energy in
use today. Even s we do this, we must
continue to i rove access to 24/7
electricity for illions of people (in
the case of the ilippines, millions of
households) w~ currently do not have
it reliably in thei lives if we are to even
begin uplifting ~ em from poverty:

Reducing th;, carbon intensity of
electricity is a ~ mplex balancing act.
Adding more /7 renewable energy
(RE)sources lik ydro and geothermal
power to the gri is straightforward and
should be enco raged 'where we can.
What needs to done thoughtfully is
adding more iJ1.trmittentRE sources
like solar and Wi d. Their variable and
intermittent na ure necessitates that
we match them with more storage to
account for the fact that they're not
there when night falls or on cloudy or
windless days.

However, ba eries are only capable
of running 3- hours and thus fall
short of fully p viding power for the
10-12 hours bef the sun rises or the
stretches of do y or windless days or
even weeks.T . iswhy President BBM
correctly poihts ut the need for a low
carbon emissio ellike natural gas to
act as the bridg fuel that's technically
more suited f9* complementing the
variable natu~ of RE. With.out this
we cannot ke our lights on and
affordable as scale-up and deploy
more intermitt nt renewable energy
sources into ou rids. --------~i!__

Of course, er time
as more clea energy
and storage is a ded into
our grids, we ust look
toward decof ssioning
our fossil fuel owered
plants:firstthe c alplants,
and then ultima ly the oil
and natural g plants.
For the latter hey can
either be re~f' red with
green fuels lfe ydrogen
as they becom feasible
in the comin decade or outright
decommission before 2050, similar
to the proces done for the coal
plants earlier. We ought to keep an
eye out for int national funding for
decommissioni g these plants earlier
than their use~ lives. Such funds are
increasinoly be~' mino more available.
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This article is excerpted from Mr. Lapez's
remarks at tlk 4th fhilippine Environment
Summit held last Feb. 22 in Tagaytay City.~--------~------------~-

Decarbonizing and scaling up a
green electricity grid over the next three
decades is probably the greatest energy
transition in the history of mankind. It's
not just changing the electricity system
but building a new global energy system
with components we have never built
before and on a massive scale. This will
need nothing short of collaborative
action among various players that today
consider themselves competitors. And
these also need well-coordinated and
timely action on the part of regulators
who must be decisive and well-
versed on the elements that make for
a successful and just energy transition.
The path is made more complex today
by the Russia-Ukraine war's effects on
energy prices worldwide, and our need
to secure energy supplies at a time when
all countries in the world are scrambling
and paying top dollar to secure theirs
to avoid Russian supplies and energy
blackmail.

You may ask why the Philippines
should undertake this, given our
limited resources and the fact that
we account for only 0.4 percent 'of
global emissions. I would answer that
que tion in this way: It's apparent that
the world is changing, not as fast:as it
needs to, but eventually it will, and it
must. The impacts of the climate crisis
as well as climate action that will be
demanded of everyone are among the
forces in history that will transpire
"gradually and then suddenly." If
we're not prepared and conveniently
ignore it, we'll be overwhelmed and
not recognize the world around us in
the coming 30 years.

The science tells us we no longer have
a choice: Unless we have more of these
pandemics that choke growth, there
will no longer be any time extensions.
Since we have limited resources, we
must choose to spend it wisely and in a
future-proof manner.

We are the fourth most climate
vulnerable nation on earth, some
say even THE most vulnerable. The
poster boys for what's to come are
massively.destructive typhoons like
Yolanda (powerful 314 kph winds),
Ondoy (massive precipitation in
highly concentrated cities like Metro
Manila), Urduja (lingered and stayed
stationary dumping rain on us for three
1------

Havi g said all that, it is clear at
the forces being triggered by the clim te
crisis arid planetary degradation e
very re 1. Th~y' re shaping local a d
global olitics like no other time n
history. Our social, economic, a d
political systems are all causing us 0
oversho t almost all of our plane's
ecologic ceilings. Biodiversity loss is
happe . g at a rate that's hundreds f
times fa er than it's been over the 1 t
ten mill on years because of hum n
activity. On the average, we use p
1.75 Eart each year to feed and fu 1
our cur nt economies and l:ifestyl
Develop d country lifestyles use up
average f four Earths.

Yet th ine~uality of benefits h s
caused assive shortfalls in t e
provisio of pasic foundations f r
billions f people. Poverty, hunge ,
loss of liv~lih09clshave triggered war ,
conflicts and mass migration all ov r
the wOrl~we're heading into a mo
unequal d politically unstable worl
yet one at's still driven primarily b
metrics s ch as profit maxirnizatio
maximiz lion of shareholder 'iuue an
gross do estic product (GDP) growt .
Rememb too that healthy forests an
trees are ever given any value in GD
until the 're cut down and used a
wood. Ri schools of fish, corals an
turtles ar also not reflected in GD
until they appeal' on your dinner plat
or hung as ornaments on your wall 0
as table d~cor.

Techno ogy or even geo-engi.neerin
by themse ves will not save the day fo
us. The ti es call for new paradigm
and social constructs. We will need t
measure rogress using new metrics
and reshafe our way of life to thrive
in a chan~ed and rapidly changing
world. It's all about reimagining our
relationship to the planet and to one
another. The fl ipsi de of the word
Anthropodene is that if humans have
such imme e power to degenerate the
Earth, if so c oose, humanity can
also wield the fIne power to change
course an regenerate it, not [ust for
the sake 0 currently living humans
but for th millions of other species
that co-inh bit our world, today and
tomorrow.

* * *
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PARIS,Fra ce (AFP) - Forests
are cent al to biodiversity
and the fi ht against climate
change, as well as being

a big money spinner for national
economies.

But they are i critical danger.
As politicians including French

President Emma uel Macron, pre-
pare to descend n the West African
nation of Gabon r an international
summit on forest ,AFP looks at how
green our globe r ally is.

One-thi d of the globe
Forests cover'l~lmost a third, or

31 percent, of th~ global land area,
according to a 1022 report by the
United Nations' F od and Agriculture
Organization (FA ).

They span so e four billion hect-
ares (9.9 billion acres), or close to
the combined sur ace area of Canada,
Russia, the Unite States, and all 27
members of the uropean Union.

More than o~-third is primary
forest, which the FAO defines as be-
ing "naturally r generated forests
of native speciesJ~here there are no
visible indicatio~f of human activi-
ties and the ecol gical processes are
not significantly isturbed."

Brazil, Canad ,China, Russia, and
the United State account for more
than half of all f rest area.

Seven percent of the world's for-
ests have been pl nted by humans.

Forests can be found in many cli-
mates 'out three-quarters are elthe;
in the tropics (45 ercent) or in a ring
around the Nort Pole (27 percent).

Two-thir of all mammals
Forests, espec ally rainforests, are

critical for biodi rsity on land.
Four-fifths 0, the world's am-

phibian species live in forests as
do three-quarters of bird spe ies,
68 percent of mammal species nd
many of the 60,000 kinds of tees
found on Earth.

Three-quarters of the fungi e-
cies, two-thirds of the plant sp ,ies
and nearly half (45 percent) of the
animal 'species considered vul er-
able, endangered or extinct are f nd
in forests.

Among the amphibians in cri ical
danger of extinction are the M nt-
seny brook newt in Spain and La a's
Alpine salamander, which lives i the
Franco-Italian Alps.

A carbon sink
Forests typically act as' ca

sinks, absorbing more carbon
the atmosphere than they emit.

They contain 66:l. billion
of carbon, more than half of al
carbon found in soil and vegeta on.

Deforestation and climate ch nge
have had some impact on that f nc-
tion, though replanting and b ter
forest management have helped

According to the FAO, for sts

I

n STATION AND f/ ES in the Amazon ~ainforest are eroding the habitat of jaguars. (Ar. ~
I I
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absorbed more carb n than the)'
emitted in 20l:l-2020 thanks to re-
forestation, improve management
and other factors.

But it warns in its 1 test report 0 '1
forests (2022) that t ey could start
emitting carbon rathe than absorb-
ing it if deforestation s not halted.

"Unless additional ction is taker,
an estimated 289 mill on hectares c f
forests would be defo ested betwee 1
2016 and 2050 in the tropics alone ,
resulting in the emis ion of 169 gi-
gatons of C02,equival nt."

Source' of mon y and jobs
The forestry secto pumped more

than $1.52 trillion i to the world
economy in 21015, di ectly and in-
directly.

Whether working n wood putty
and paper indlJ5tries, f restry solid
wood products such as furniture,
around 33 million p ople, or one
percent of the world's orkforce, are
dependent on forests r a livelihood.

Under treat
Even though the ra e of deforesta-

.tion has slowed, it con inues to occu r
"at an alarming rate according to
the FAO, which says 1 million hect-
ares of forests were iped out each
year between 2015 an 2020.

The losses were no compensated
by replanting and nat ral forest ex-
pansion, which is est mated at five
million hectares per y ar.

Brazil, Canada, Ind nesia, Russi, I

and the United States lost the most
forest cover between 20 1and 2021, ac-
cording to Global Fores Watch (GFWl.

The situation is ost critical i 1
Brazil and Inddnesia, here the loss
of primary forest to mi ing, agricul

~1 a~durba~ expans on IS in most
i eses lrreversIlJl'e.
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'!~~1: company ng grant mol'
qompany ang naghain . MI. sa United States Trade
ng aplikasyon para ,. - evelopment Agency
Ilayagan silang mag- '1! asabay ng pagbisita
rhina sa Sibuyan Is-1" Pilipinas ni US Vice
111ndsa Romblon, ar,on President Kamala Har-
sa dokumentong ijka- ris noong Disyembre.
lap ng Ililyonary . Ang Graymont Philippines na-

Kabilang sa m a na man na ang rehistradong may-ari
.na mabigyan ng inera ay sina Rommel, Rodolfo at Linda
ti.on sharing agreement ( PSA) at Ibuna ay nag-apply para magmina
esploration permit plUlas Depart- ng 'nickel, iron, etcetera' sa 1,400
nient of Environment an !!'Iatural ektarya ng lupain na sakop ng
R~sources (DENR) ay ang ~ramen Magdiwang, Cajidiocan, Romblon.
Minerals, Fil-Chin~' Deve opment Ang ikatlong kompanya-na Fil-
brp. at Graymont Philip ines. China Dev't Corp. na minamay-ari

Ang Eramen inera s kung ng online gaming businessman na
saan umuupong c airma si En- si Wilfrido Keng ay nag-apply para
rique Fernandez, aY,nag-a ly para magmina ng feldspar mineral mula
!m1agminang nickel silicaI at mga sa 621 ektaryang lupain na sakop
kahintulad na met.,l ore ~a2,500 ng San Fernando, Romblon.
\~ktaryang lupain na SakO~ng San Base sa mga naunang report,
l~Efrnando,Cajidiocan sa R mblon. ang Altai Philippines Mining Cor-

Kamakailan lamang a. nabig-' poration (APMC) na nakarehis-
i"f~ ang Era~~ m~~ing4,--------------
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"0 k!-!!!t~!~y
pinagkalooban ]g exploration
permit ng DENR ara rnaghukay
at magbiyahe ng mi'rallic materials
sa 1,500 ektarya sa San Fernando,
Romblon.

Ang buong isla ng Sibuyan ay
higit kumulang sa E4,000 ektarya,
kabilang ang M unt Guiting-
guiting, na isang p otected forest.

Dahil sa gina ang pagpro-
testa ng mga re~'dente at ilang
sektor sa Sibuy n, napilitan
ang APMC na it'gil ang pag-
mimina bago pa an ipadaJa -ng
DENR ang utos satuspensyon ng
kanilang -operasyo . •

Katuwiran ng ENR, walang
permit ang APMCs pagpapagawa
ng causeway para mahakot ang
minerals patungo sa barko pero
nanindigan ang ~ompanya na
nakakuha sila ng J:!ermit mula sa
Philippine Ports Authority (PPA).



~~

~TRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND

-_. - 'IP I" ... '0

t "WHI". ,,11'i\IIVI~,~-":ir:.i 'Tn- SERVICE--
TITlE:

A CONGRESSWOMAN has called for the sWift ap-
preval of a bill establishing the national framework
fOI water resource management and creating the
Department of Water Reso}!~es (DWR)and the Water
R,ej~ulatoryCommission ~~RC).

'This proposed legisJatiO~islong overdue as we have
be-en figlitin for its passa e for more than a decade
already. Tt is~gh time that e come up with a compre-
ht:r~ive regulatory fraJl1.. ewo~designed to better balance
the'management of the toun . 's water resources through
the creationof DWRand WR ," Deputy MinorityLeader
Bernadette Herrera said.

'''This measure is extrefnely important because it
givlb us the opportunity to sustainablv use and manage
our water resour.ces.forthe ITg term to support the needs
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of agriculture, industries, and ho
sectors," Herrera added.

She made the call after attendin Monday's meeting
of the technical working group G) tasked to consol-
idate several measures on the creati r of DWRand WRC,
including House Bill (lIB) Nos. 10 :C.and 1014 that she
filed in July last year.

The 1W<;;was formed by the (use committees on
government reorganization' and 0' public works and
highways, which are jointly tacklin the proposed "Na-
tional Water Act." _

The lawmaker said her twm me ures would "'elp the
country achieve universal acces :0 safe, adequate,
affordable, and sustainable water services and sanita-
tion for all Filipinos.

t
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SUPORTADO at islnusu-
I~rgng Public Private Part-
nltrShip (PPP) 80g pagllkha
nn Department of Water
Rllt~ources (DWR) na si~
Y~I~g magpapatupad ng
m!Ja polisiya, programa at
prl)Vekto na may kinala-
mall sa water sector ng
bansa,

Sa kasalukuyan kasi ay
watclk-wata~ ang iba't ibang
mandato na may kinalaman
sa Illbig. Ka ulad na lamang
ng National Water Resour-
cea Soard NWRB) na si-
yan~1 may ~:apangyar'han
kaLgnaysa ~aggamit

ng tubig sa buong bansa peru
ala narnan siyang police
ower para magpasara ng
ga lumalabag na estab-

isimyento kaugnay sa hindi
mang paggamit ng tubig at

paglalagay ng mga balon, kai-
langan pa niyang hilingin ang

long ng Department of the
Interior and Local Govern:

ent (DILG) kung saan nasa
Superbisyon nito ang Philip-
~ine National POlice (PNP),

gayundin ang Department
Health (DOH) kung mga

oSpital ang may paglabag.
Nakikita ng PPP na ma-

gl9ing magandang simula

-. -t-.,..-

ang pagbuo ng isang Ka-
gawaran para-sa tubig dahil
magiging iisa na lamang ang
paggalaw ng mahigit 30
agency na may k!nalaman
sa usapin ng tubig, at higit
itong makakabuti sa pro-
teksyon ng malinis na tUbig.

Kasalukuyang 9umugu-
long na kapwa sa House of
Representatives at sa Sena-
do ang mga panukalang ba-
tas ukol dito, at isa ito sa mga
key legislative agenda ni
President Ferdinand "88M"
Marcos, Jr. oa kanyang ini-
latag sa kauna-unahan ni-
yang State of the "JationAdd-
ress (SaNA) at tiyak na ha-
hanapin ito sa susunod na
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SONA ngayong 2023.
Pinag-usapan na rin ito sa

kauna-unaharg paghaharap
ng LEDAC Q 19 LegiSlative
Executive De~elopment Ad-
visory Counci , kaya mala-
mang ay umu sad na ito ng
tUloy-tuloy sa I(ongreso.

Medyo usa pin yata sa
pagbuo ng DWH ng malaking
pondong kakailanganin. Peru
baka naman puwedeng pag-
sama-samahin ang badget
na inifalaan sa maraming
ahensya na mcy kinalaman
sa tubig katula j nga ng sa
NWR8, Metropolitan Watec-
works and Sewerage Sys-
tem (MWSS), l,o::al Water Uti-
lities Administration (LWUA),
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2 new water agencie ed
A party-list solon has appealed for the swift approval of a bill
establishing the national framework for water resousce manage-
mentandcreanonOftheDepartmentofWaterRCces(DWR)
and the Water Regulatory Commission (WRc).

According to Bagong Henerasyon Party-list ep. Bernadette
Herrera, the proposed legislation is long overdue and it is high
time to come up with a comprehensive regulatory framework
designed to better balance the management Of:lCOUI)t:ri s water
resources through the creation of DWR and C.

"This measure is extremely important beca it gives us the
op.f.Ortunity tosustainablyuse and manageourwaterresources for
the long-term to support the needs of agricu1turef industries, and
households, among other sectors," she said.

On Monday, a technical working group (1Wtp) was tasked to
consolidate several measures on the creation of QWR and WRC,
~cludingHouseBillNos.1013and 1014 that Herrera ledinJuly
last year.

The lWG was formed by the House Committees on Govern-
ment Reorganization and on Public Works and Highways, which
are jointly tackling the proposed "National Water A~"

Herrera said her twinmeasures would help thefOuntry achieve
universalaccesstosafe,adequate, affordable and sustainable water
services and sanitation for all Filipinos.

"The Philippines is a water rich country, yet espite an over-
flowing capital, many Fili~os experience deprivation from af-
fordable, safe drinking water and a working sanitation system.

The perennial problem has seriously affected lute Uves of our
citizens in terms of health, sanitation. food security and livelihood,
in addition to negatively impacting the environment," she added.

HB 1013 or the proposed Water Regulatory Act seeks to
rationalize the economic and adminiStrative regulation of water
utilities through an independent, quasi-judidalbody called the WRC.

HB 1014, on the other hand, aims to rationalize the resource
manasementofwater, sewage ooa sanitation thro~gh fileC1l!ation
of DWSS. Jester Manalastas .

'.
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climate
AgIrbiodive.r~ity called for in t~e
na ne of resilience, food security
mid the continuing warn- (CBD) signed in Rio de Janeilo, Brazil
ing of the agricultural see- on June 5, 1992.
tor n the ratification of the In late 2022, the Conference of
eg ional Comprehensive Parties of the CBD affirmed re and

Economic Pahnership (RCEP), Senate unprecedented agreements t~t affect
President Pr9 Tempore Loren Legarda global agriculture. Among ot er c m-
calls for a Ilrssive shift on how the mitments, the parties agreed 0 a 2030
country does agriculture in a chang- deadline to reduce by half bo excess
ing climate. nutrients and the overall ri k posed

"Change s inevitable, I want us by pesticides and highly hazardous
to take this o~portunity to make the chemicals and to progressively phase
necessary sh fts to resiliency and to out or reform by 2030 subsidies that
protect our f od supply. Business as 0,arm biodiversity by at least $1500bil-
usual cannot continue, but subsidies lion per year while scaling up positive
for the sam type of agriculture also incentives for biodiversity's conserva-
must go," she said. tion and sustainable use.

The RCEP is the Ifirst Free Trade Department of Trade and IndustrY
Agreement ( TA) of the Philippines (DT1) assistant secretary AllaI1Gepty,
that reaffirmed the rights and ob- the Philippines' chief negotiator for
ligations of State parties under the the RCEP, emphasizes that the Ian-

"Convention 0 Biological Diversity guage of the agreement on bipdiv r-

sity should help ensure that cou itries
that ratify the RCEP will b mi dful
of the effects on biodivers ty and the
environment, as well as the need to
promote sustainable development in
crafting their policies and programs.

"Related to this, the P iilip ines,
under services, made spe ific
mitments en Research and Develop-
ment Services on Agricul ural Sci-
ences. 'l'his commitment i xpected
to make R&~Dmore accessible to the

agriculture sector by signaling that
the country is open for collaboration
in generating new products, services,
processes, or other clutlons with
respect to the sector," he said.

to biodiver ity, with 30 percen t of
these drivi~w u su tainable agricul-
tural practi5es.

"It is worth highlighting that Ar-
ticle 17.10of the ~CEP refers to compli-
ance with the Convention on Biolo ~cal
Diversity," said Legarda. "This should
consider the implementation of the
recently adopted Kunming Montreal

'The commitment of 15countries i h 29 percent
of global GDPto realize this targe w II contribu e
significantly to overcoming biodiversity loss a .d

the climate crisis.'
4610bal Biodiversi Framework, spe-
cifically its T rget 18 to reduce harm- ~
ful subsidies by at least $500 billion
per year by 2 30 and would definitely
be somethin to watch out for. The
commitment of 15 countries with 2,9
percent of glebal GDP to realize this
target will contri ute significantly to
overcoming biodi ersity loss and the
climate crisis."

The Global Environment Facil-
ity predicts that 95 percent of land
worldwide would be degraded by
-2050 if trends for fertility reduction
continue, while the executive direc-
tor of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations Center for Biodiversity
(ACB) bewails that up to $1.8 trillion
or two percent of global GDP goes to
perverse incentives that are harmful~--~ ..~--~--~
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C~2Cfixes, good practices to I, global st cktake
THE ~::J~imateChange Commission phenomenon," Dela Cruz said. - when it comes 10 global efforts to
isplanl1!ingtosubmit"sol"tion~and "We must submit the solutions address climate change".
good practices" in dealing with the and good/ractices we have so far The global s ocktake takes place
effects. Df climate change to global formulate and initiated in order to every five ye ,with the first-ever
stocktll~e of the Paris AgJ"eement help piece together answers to three stocktake sch led to conclude at

The global stocktake Of~e aris vital questions whenitcomes toglobal the UN Climate 1aI\geConfr-ence at
Agreementisaprocessfortakmg tock efforts to address climate change: the end of this y .
of the implementation of the aris Where arewe,where dowe want togo, This is not' ~a routine checkup
Agreement with the aim to the and how do we get there?" he added. since thestock eis"acourse correct-
world'scollective progress tovlards He alsonoted that for the stocktake ing moment an an opportunity to

-aclriev'u~gthe purpose of the, ee- to have a strong outcome, it would ramp up ambiti r.to achieve theParis
ment arfd its long-term goals, ac ord- need robust input from all stakehold- Agreement's .olimitglobal warm-
ing to nile United Nations Frame ork ers. ing to 1.5 de Celsius", according
Convention on,Climate Change eb- "The dialogues are also about for- to the CCc.
site. " ' ward momentum to unlock more The first dial -,uetookplaceatthe

, ~llll1f':te"ChangeqOll)l!Ji.ssiont~h ambitiou;s ~limate. Ci~t:ionand sup-- ,Bonn CJ.4n~te,C ~ge Conference.in
bertde~~CIt12fSr:saIdthat!;ubrr ttmg » port!' he said. , .. \ .. ,. June last year~ hile the second dia-
input in the global stocktake ould Theclimateofficialsaid theentryof logue was held ,1 <;0P27 in Egypt in
putthespotlightonthecountry, hich the stocktake's "technical dialogues" November last: ear. ',,,I, .,
is' at 'most at risk fro~ the date in whicr: countries ;;u;tdstakeholders • The third an final dialogue is fast

, crisis.', , gather to share the best-available sci- approaching, .ngplace at the Bonn
"TI~~is"!.crucial mO,mentfc~ our ,eI1F~;and, asses~ments of ~tigation, Climate Chang, Conference in June.

planet ~bwe 'Should be involved and adaptation and means of implemen- But there's still ne to have your say.
haveou~voiceheard,especially~ince tation (climate finance, technology ,The call for ubmissions is open
we are lbong those that are se,Jerely transfer and capacity building). until March 6, 023, and all inruts
affected, by climate change and we He described the global stocktake would influenc the outcome 0 the

~ rank C!~, the most vulnerable -tV the as "a moment of truth for the world global stocktak .

v,
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areos as 'secre ary of aqrlbusi

A M NG the economists I
flhav great respect for is Dr.
Bernardo Villegas, one of the fram-
ers of ~ 1987 Constitution and
founder of the University of Asia
and the acific.

Whefer he gives a talk virtu-
ally or pers n, he never fails
to impa timely and applicable
views n how the Philippine
econom can grow over the short,
mediu~and long term. His views
on agri lture. and agribusiness
are als ery valuable.

Last Pebruary 23, Villegas dis-
cussed a most exhaustively issues
on the hilippine economy in a
hybrid ent titled "The Philip-
pine Eco omy among the Fastest
Growing in Indo-Pacific Region.'

His tar lasted two hours and
tackled arious subjects on the
econom like infrastructure de-
velopm t and attracting foreign
investm '~ts. He also gavevaluable
and con e!ling insights on how
to level p the country's agricul-
ture tha: will discuss here.

Villegas said in his discussion
on the Philippine agriculture sec-
tor that it1needs to grow by at least
by 2 to 3lercent everyyear, which
he said i not asking mU91 from
Preside t Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as
Agricultu e secretary.

He exp ained that the growth o~e second thing that Vietnam

the agriculture sector of Thailand
and Vietnam was 2 to 3 percent
over the last 10 years, and b0t11
countries currently boast ofhavin&
the most successful agricultural
economies in Southeast Asia. ~
can even say that their agri-fishery
economies are among the most
robust in Asia.

"Vietnam did two things tha
we did not do, " Villegas said. H
explained that Vietnam opened
up to foreign investments tha
the Philippines failed to do as
the 1987 Constitution's economic
provisions limited foreign partici-
pation to 40 percent in companies
and industries.

Some observers may find this
ironic as Vietnam is a communist
country but welcomed foreign
investments with more open arms
compared to the Philippines.

Investment in
countryside
infrastructure

id was to invest in countryside
infrastructure in the form of
expressways and agricultural
infrastructure like irrigation and

ostharvest facilities.
"Vietnam devoted a lot of

resources to the countryside and
agriculture,' Villegas said. He
also observed that rice farmers
in Vietnam do not dry their paJay
(unmilled rice) OIl the road like
Pilipino cultivators of the crop
do, as they have access to modern
drying facilities.

I thus agreed 'lith Villegas'
statement that former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte did the
right thing by investing in in-
frastructure in the countryside
rather than one ntrating it in
Metro Manila and Metropoli-
tan Cebu.

ViIlegas also sai d Vietnam is
now the second top exporter of
coffee globally behind top placer
Brazil. I find this astounding as
Vietnam in 2020 was the fifth top
exporter of coffee globally. My
research shows the Vietnamese
coffee industry was supported
by its government in terms of
plantation/farm development
and expansion, technology appli-
cation, value adding and market
promotion.

Vietnam also exports the fol-
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lowing roducts in large quanti- to buy durian from the Phili~-
ties: pper, tea, cashew nuts, pines worth $260 million 1r
rubbe , cassava and aquatic almost P14.3 billion. Also, in
produ s. Vietnam is one of the September 2021, the PhiliPPinls
top m st exporters of rice while became the first Asian country a
India i No.1. clinch a deal to export avoca a

As f r Thailand, it is also the to China.
top ex orter of durian to China Villegas said the country er-
with more than 90-percent panding the types of farm COIf-

share, nd is the top exporter of modities it exports should forf
rice gl bally. I part of the diversification strate

Ho ever, it is not too late for that is in turn part of the fo r
the Ph lippine agriculture sector strategies that he said I outlin d.
to bee me an export powerhouse in the Department of Agricul-
with illegas saying: "Let's not ture's (DA) transition rep rt
reinve t the wheel, Let's look at submitted to President Marcos.
what ietnam did. 1/ The other three, as mentioned

"Di ersification - we were too by Villegas during the forum, ~re
obse d wit rice, rice, rice," he consolidation, digitalization and
added explaining that Thailand ~~ustrialization.
and etnam had the advantage /fI Also for consolidation, he
of ha ng a river-system that can also said the DA, Department
sustai their rice production un- of Agrarian Reform (DAR), qe-
like t e Philippines where fresh partment of Environment and
water s not as abundant because Natural 'Resources (DENR) and
we ar an archipelago. the Department of the Inter' or

Al ,the country's top farm and Local Government (DI~G)
s .are still bananas and should be unified in their effqrts
t products. to make the country's agriculture

and agribusiness more produc-
tive and efficient.

Villegas no longer sees a p~int
in fragmenting farmlands into
smaller units as this will not
encourage economies of sc le,
Also, thf' nENR can allocate i le

rt diversificationedEx
ne

The food news is President
Marc s has clinched a dea, with
four hina-Q.ased companies

1'i\nds for the massive planting
~fcrops like coconuts. As for the
DILG, I have stated in my past
columns that local government
units (LGUs) can facilitate the
forging of agreements between
farmers' groups and big compa-
nies seeking raw farm produce for
processing.LGUs can also help
organize or consolidate farmers
or operate postharvest facilities
for use by farmers.

This type of cooperation
among the DA, DAR, DENR and
DILG can be forged by Presi-
dent Marcos himself, "You have
four agencies -that have to be
on the same page, and only the
President can knock their heads
together, 1/ Villegas said.

"It's good for the President
to be the one to rule over the
entire area of agribusiness, /I he
said, adding he would rather call
President Marcos "secretary of
agribusiness. 1/

Echoing that. a countryside
"teeming with farmers and fish-
ers" s been my dream for de-

es. I am hoping that dream
ill come true during this admin-

istration through the collective
action of the government, LGUs,
private sector and civil society. I
am sure Villegas also shares that

~dream~
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Naisip ng isang ecological litera-
cy non-profit organization na nakabase
sa Mindanao na gumamit ng video para
epektibong maipalaganap sa publiko ang
edukasyon/ idey~ at mga environment-
related topics sa 1uong Northern Minda-
nao.

Nabatid na nag-produce ang Associa-
tion of Young Enfuonmental Journalists
(AYEJ) ng "Kwentong Kalikasan", isang
1V documentary [at video magazine na
tumatalalay sa m$a kuwento at mga tra-
baho ng conservationisrs at adbokasiya
ng forest landscaPF'

Ayon kayVal :rstil, executive director
at AYFJ co-founder; ang serye ay pawa-
ng may kinalaman sa galaw ng forest
conservation, at isang inisyatibo

~~s

I
!

para makabuo
nang isallgllaka~-insPired na aksyon
sa tulong nang 1 ga pagkukuwento sa
kasalukuyang esta 0 ng ating mga kagu-
batan at kanflang ~awang aksyon para
mapakinabangan '¥lg kapaligiran.

''What better way to do that than by
telling the stories of our frontline forest
guardians and showing evidence of why
it's of prime importance to protect the last
remaining forest cover," ayon kay Vestil.

Sinabi ni Vestil. na sila ay nakipag-

----- ---
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partner sa Forest foundation Philippines
par~ maisakatuparan ang 14 episodes na
kaniJang gmawa ..

'We started the P!oo.uctionin March last
year (2022). That irJE:l~deskeymessages,de-
velopment, and w01)l<sl?0pwith stakeholders
on what messagesnfeded to be communica-
ted in the documentaries,"ani pa \estiJ.

Ang mga episodes ,aymapapanood sa
iba't il><I!lgflatporm online ng "Kuwen-
tong Kalikasan" kabilang na sa AIDs
YouThhechannel.

Kabilang sa mga kuwento ay mula
kay Anilaw Makumpot ,15 na isang mi-
yembro ng Indigenous Peoples (IPs) com-
munities na nakadiskubre ng kahalaga-
han ng koneksiyon sa forest conservation
at ang paghubog sa kaniJang kultura bi-
lang bahagi ng Hi~''aonon-Talaandig tribe
,ng Misamis Orien .

"The forest is ur church, pharmacy;
market, and hospital. For us lurnad youth,
if we forget the importance of nature, we
will also lose the villue of being pan of a
tribe. Our identity as lurnads is tied to the
forest," dagdag ni Makumpot.

Nai-feature rin si Reina Bontuyan,
isang mountaineer na naging entrepre-
neur na nagtayo ng outdoor sports center
na hindi lamang nagbebenta ng equip-
ment at apparel kundi nagtuturo rill sa
pamamagitan ng workshop kung papaa-
no aalagaan ang kalikasan. (Juliet de
Loza-Cudia)
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on propagati n of clima1te-smar
" 111

600
E Department of Tra4J and Industry-Philippine, . Savellano.

B boo Industry Development Coundl (DTI-PBIDC) B~mboo is envisioned to be used 'for biofuel,
wi I sign a memorandum of agreement for bamboo's food, crafts'. It can be developed as raw material for
pr pagation in 1,500 towns nationwide in or er to architectural a d construction purposes. "ultimately
p sition bamboo as industrial crop. playing a larg role in the ec~nomy by creating j?b

he bamboo program is also in line with tIte Mar- opportunities, said Savellano.
c 'Administration to fuWI commitments to-global PBIDC wi! be reaching out to the grassro9ts
t« aties on climate change. ' through the b mboo production by tapping tom*-
A memorandum of agreement will be entered by tent barangay eaders to carry this out. t
I with the National Movement of Young Legisla- . Theprogr m GIn avail of prevailing government

to s Alumni Association (NMYlAA) even as carbon programs to s ppo the bamboo propagation. 1
o sets are now upheld by ~e International Bamboo tl/ DENRDAO 2021r43 grants incentives to the priv te
a d Rattan Organization [lnbar]. sector, uplan organizations, and other entities in
The program will be fulfilling a plan fer manyyears forest protecti n through verified carbo n certificates.

n w via Executive Order 879 (signed May 2010) to It will provid a standardized guidance for measure-
p sition bamboo not onl* as a primary climate tool ment of carbo projects. Aregistry for all forest carbon
" d plant species .againsi' man-made disasters but as projects will b piu up. w-

rop for use as an industrial raw material. The DAO"s Carbon Accounting, Verification, fd
. "We are meeting with (DTI) Secretary (Alfredo) Certification ystem (CAVCS) harmonizes with e

. P scual for this program to plant bamboo nation- prindplesof ePhilippineNationaIStandard(PN),
de," said PBIDC Vice Chairman Deogradas Victor Inter-govern ental ane! on Climate Change (IPC<C),

BAMGOO rORClIMArt CH:ANGE MITIGATION



· a Water Company announced onWednesdaythat it h planted and nurtured over 1.4 .. on rees
country as of December 2022 under its watershed protec ion and management progra to help 19ht
ange. I

Amo the tree species planted under the.water firm's tree pI ting ktivities are narra, mah gany," kal,
kamagong, ipil, sandalwood,maguilomboy,agohoyand fruit-bearing ees that can also provide sour offoo and
livelihoodto the residents ofwatershed areas such as langka, rambu , guyabano, santol, scao an coffee es.

It has~o planted fishpole bamboos in Laguna province.
"Weal moveto protect lifeon land through watershed protectio and management programs. e comprny's

watersh management can help improvebiodiversity and contribu e to carbon sequestration that an mi gate
the effe of climate change," Manila Water president and chie executive officer Jo iot de D s sai in a
statement on Wednesday.

Since the launch of its watershed management program in 2 06, Manila Water has partne ed wit the
Departm nt of Environment and Natural Resources, Metropolitan aterw rks and Sewerage Sys em, various
local gOYrnment units, indigenous people residing in watershed ommunities and other stakeh lders f its

implementation.
Thewater firm's watershed protection efforts focus on th Ipowatershed . ay

town, Bulacan province; La Mesawatershed Quezon City;Upper Marikin water ed
in Marikina City; and General Nakar waters d in Quezon province.

It has pursued watershed management a prot,ction programs in Naba watershed
in Malaytown, Aldan province;VillaMaria, Brae t wn, Pampanga; watersh d and fi rest
areas in Laguna province; Pan-AsHayiban
watershed in Calbayog, Samar province;
and Luyang watershed in Carmen town,
Cebu province.

Manila Water has also been supporting
the Aimual Million Trees Challenge of the
MWSSsince its launch in 2017.

The water firm has covered a total of
2,739.27 hectares of land in reforestation
activiti i:ndifferent parts ofthe country.PNA
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~~ Department of E"vironment and Natural Resources ASl~ ENVIRONME'i AL MANAGEMENT BUREAU t:;:::..
••• :~:.~~ ~ •• A~n, QuezOlJClty 1116 TOV~
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DUC HEARING

On the ENVJRONMENTAL PERf 0 MANCE REPORT AND MA:SA~,~\1ENT P(~AN (EPRMP)oClhe

r~:t;~~!~~:~~~<;:I~f.~~~T~~~:~~:~O;~:~ ~!~~~~~';t~~~~~~o~~~~~g
BISUG CITY,SURIGAO DEL SUR. ARANGAYS, MAHA YA 'I' AND !V.JAII CABUNGSUAN. LINGIG,
SURIGAO DEL SUR.

Notice ;s hereby gsven to oU panics wbc wish to give their opinion regarding cfle impkmcJltalion of the prOposed
I~UMINO BISLIG TREE PL."~IA r ON FOR BIOMASS PRODUCTION PROJECT 10 auend the Public
Hearing scheduled on:

Time Venue
lO March 202.3I

The Public Hearing is hem& conducted i connection with the review oflhc EPRMP of the 3foremenlioned proJcct
by the Environmental Manngement Ilu cau (6.'-1.8) of the Department of ElIlVironmcnt and Natural Resources
(DENR).

The followi!)lt i, (he: oroicct intonnlltio I:
Proj~ct Nam~ Lumino Gi, i Tree l>larnanon for BiQlnaSs Production Project

Atg»'$. Stm Jo ,Pnmaypayan nnd Stln AntoniO Hid,s City. Sungao Del Sur. Bgyt.
Ma~v3.v and Raiab Cabunasuan, Lin ~iR.SurilUlO Del SurProj~ct Location

Proj~ct .
C.nacitv/Area Harvesting wi Ih on annual yield of 932,$00 cubic meters of wood materials

Projeet Type
. Resource Ex~Ftive lndusmcs - Forestry Projcets+2.2.1 Community Based Forest
I Utilizetion (C FRU)~ Inlcgratcd Forest Management Agreement (lFMA) projects

I ;;:f~~t~~n~~'=~==:SindU5triesinthCeou=n..,=-'w=iU"targ="'el-y"'d'""cpc=nd"-:OO=--"ho:Cw-;
successful. rt e cfTont in dcveloplng 11~\:I$trialrrcc phmt4.tioos. There is gu,uded optimism
that the mvc Xnt climate in the forestry sector will improve and translarc into mere [ores

r.!::~!i~~~~11~~";:::~/!:C::SOO1a:?n(~=~v !:t~t;:f::::i!r~::sti~l;::~~i::!~l see an

1--------
Proj~ct Rationale

The pr()i.:ct~ 11t()la] area of 10.507.}1 heeesres with the following five tn~jor
components •

Proicst COH\oonefU/Facihtic:s Dcscri ion

I
ii;. 1. The PIJiI1t.atKJIl The tree planl~lIiOIl has an <\(c30f9.325

becteree. The planung inlensity up to
4 •.••44 rrccs pcr hcctere ar 1.5 m x 1.5 In

I'r---=--=-"l I to ] x J an spadng w:U be done. subjectto area (of'ditioU5 and op(imlz.tlon
durina cccranore.

All mterestcd fa.rtjc~ who wish to"an~rn .or P5~~iclP"l~in this ~Ub.li~~'I,ear41gshould pref~mbly confirm, their
aaen<i3.ncc/p:lt1lCIP'lUoneed may give Ih Ir 0puu('U)(s) m a Cc)nC1SC posmon P4pcr to the £NVJRONMENTAf~
IMPACT ASS£SSMENT AND MAN GIlMEl'iT DIVISION (ElAMD) pf Ihi, Offiee through email at
,ia@emb.govph Ihlce(J) daya before t'l Public Hearing: scbedute. Those who will n<)t be able to regisfc.r or $ubmil
written posilionsn:r.a:y be given the opport ity to shan: (heir issues on the d:lyor~he hearing itself

The project's EPRMP and Executive Sunu lary for the Public arc down1oadablf tn our website: (kmdly access lite
NQlice ul Puf.1/'" /fooringlCwtsu/fali(ln!in fcund in our website) while eopie4 'ill be: uvallablc in the following
cruces:

I. ":MBCARAGA
P-5 Ambaso·Ma~ao Rd., Butuar: ( ity

1.. OistigCity Hall
B~slig. SurigtlO Del Sur

3. lAntig Munidpal Han
Lingig. Suri.Qtlodel Sur

For more details. please contact the etA and ManaCemcnt Divmcn Qt this OfrlQ! at telephone number 8$39.
~~I~~~jO~66 and 116 and look for the pt"(>jccr case handlers Engr. M.ry Thuaf: Gonules and Etter. Geor'~

Prrdl..'f( thqenvtromneru .. , t'rmecr I({e...

I
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~~ DepaMent of Environment an; Natural Re ource1'~1Sl~ ENVI~ONMENTAL MANAGI:II1ENT BUI EAU i:A
W:=:::::::;loe~~~~.VSM"HAv.nu..DilhNn.(NnonCify111 .:.
~ T4.Oo .• ",$.I>7'

~ W.bsite: !l[m~ElNil: ,ecord"scl>ClItmb.gov.ph

..1

----~~~~---------.----~------~~----I
NOIICI: OF PUBIJC IlEARING

On 'he ENVIRO MEN1'A~PERFORMANCE REPORr AND MAN GEMENT PI •• (E IP) of die
proposed LlJl>llljP TJUiN 0 TREE PLANTATION J'OR BlOW S PRODU( ION P )JECT of
LUMINO ENEaI 'I' ~~1N AnONs, INC. 1000led i" URGYS. CE PLlN, CUE' LA.' 'KILAAN,
MANAT, NEW V SAYA!$. A.'1GYAN, Sl\LVACION, :IAN IGNACIO SAN ROQU ,STA. RIA AND
TUDELA, MUNI IPALln OF TREN'I'o, AGUSAN DEL SUR

Notice is hereby- gj 'en COaU parties who wish to give their opinion regardi the implcmc taucn 0 proposed
LUMINO 'rREN OTREE lLANTATION f'OR 810. ASS PRODUC: 10N PROJEC1 to D_~the Public
Hearing scbcduledj.U: \"

Da.~ Tim~ veeee A
9 March 2 23 9:00 AM (Ragl.<::triJllOlf sla.7.t 3'" Floor. w lliam Hard ~=intBrliancs se,'- -+ -L.. al_8_/}Q_A_M.:.~__ Pot ad~n.Trc:nto. _u,__ --'

The Public. Hearin is being c~n.ductcd in connection with the review of the PRMP of the afcrcmcnt oncd project
by the Enviromnq «II MnlltlSfmCflf Bureau (EMB) of tbe Department 0 Environment a Ihu Rcscarccs
(OENR). .

The followina il \hi Dt"i<!ol".fun,.,llOn;
Lur$.in» Trento Tree Panlalion fc=:,:::6~i0i:m=,,::s-,;Pr:.:od3'iiliort=Pro::-.:.-::.lii:CC=':-
B~t': Cebotin, Cue\'3S. Langkil.1I1tl. Maeat, New isayas, Panj 'an Satv n, San

Project Location, Tan io. San Isidro. San Roque. Sea Mana and Tela, Municipnbty of Ire o, Agusan==__ -iI-_+"do"l=U'_. ._ _
~Pr'Oject
Cariacit\'/Are. Harvesting with au 4JU'Ual yi~ld of ,,592.000 cubi mtten of \I,

f-"-'''''''''''''''''-'"--+-j--Reso,.......u-,·OC~F. x..,..,r.tC~ti,~·eIedustrics Fo,.,..., Peojcces 2 21 Cceenu Based -
Uti.~tznion (CBFRU); I""'gntled I'oo'esl Managcm :n' Agrecmcr Nth) p -ts
Urc:u.crthlln IO.OOUcubkmcters '-'=="""':T""I--:--:--=~--;--.-
The Ifuture of the wood-based Industries in the camry will tar y de n""dOiliiOW
$\lecestful the effort! in developing Industrial tree taetauous. T re glW'I -1 optimism
that the investment cbmatc in ~: brestry sector \,\'jIJ imprcv and Into more
fOf'C$t plantatiOn dcvclcpmcm. FotcUJ und forcsb"J in the Plniipp in ..-.111see a:n
unD~ovement in the for;st covcr " ~lInk mostly In c:ronn of f~~ ~ _ ,-,_"'~__ -'
The five major eOn1pol1entsof~r'OJCet arc: .•."

Pr 'CCI~~mll~n~lttff11Oilili~1-1---..O\:,.,.,.lC+·i~m[,,-iO-n----_-- flS,920 I,

I. Tree: Plantatk>n -I The ce plantation has In
heel res. The plantlo& IUCll$ up {O• ~";~s~~ II-:C~X '~e:

I to ar a condi(ions m iii on

Jf--rl.,u:===.----:i;-'--t!$dTlU!f,~:'\: ~.~dq£ocrn~ua'.':II,i;:,OC~:t'lt.."_ of 2----1.33 .
1
2. Headquarter h«~ r:;. This ~U - ~;n ~:~te I

proje t odntinis<mr",.I\I'."",o",Cj
d<ti"r~ [""lim'" IIUU
IOl!:is al~!I
TIle urscocs have-a i tai e '92.42 •
heel es. The nlu"SCJYsccdl n '1
prod orion center w l hav cec main
CCIlI I nursery and x (6Hal C
nur'$ iee spread Q'I; area I
with tallCcdhn~ o.~

! lODt( ill'l3tc:iv 83.4 ,...·11 ees.

"

\.4. Logging Roads The I gging roads has a 93.64
bccta cs.(167 km}.111c$t ad --A'I'Ibe
for 10 'S, seedlings, qu preen d 1

: terse nci transnort.
5. Protection/Conservation .\j=e':--+l;;·hc~r.Ut:;I'::.=rc'::'a7!is"'I"'-;"I4.;t¢( which i

mc:lu C$, allmland w.-h 4C neeer
bum zon ,c:()t atc::Is slope f
lt~~.,lt~~~;<r.-.'''__J

Project ~ame

Project Type: I

Proje<1 RalionaJ

Nurseries :

I

---~--j----
LUflQno Energy Plantations, fnc:•.;.(I_,E_·P_I):.-_-+ _

-
-Proponellt

AU interested paniC! who "ais to anend or participate in :h s Public H~a ng should p I, .rm theIr
attcndancelparticipa u arid n Hi~ their opinion(s) in a ccncrsc position paper to the :.NVIRO. P..NTAI~
IMPACT ASSESS lENT D MANAGE~tENT DlVISION (EIAM! of Ihi, on,co Ihri>o cmail al
eiam>emb.go\'.ph:~~Fe (3) daysbe"'ore the Public Hearing sdl:du1e. Those wh will not be able t rett'-t cr subrmt
written positions n13 be given f~ opportunity to share their i~.stlcson the day fthe hea,;n ee (

The project's E.ISand Executive Sll"mary for the Public arc duwnloadable on ur website (J;
rifPllhlic Hearin/l'C', suttanon linA/mlnd m 01'" ~abslle) w Ie copies will be vaileblc m tb<

I. EMBCARA A
p.:s Am~so. 'otasao Rd., B:Jtoan City

2. Treero MUOi~1 Han
Trent», Ab'1.ISII n Dc:1 S ••.

For snore details. pic isc con(1tjCtt,c FJA and Mal ascll'tch.t ni'~Sl()n at this ;:>fficc at tc one am 'r S53~
4378loc. l66alld 109 fOrtheprtcct case handlers Eugr. MIll')' Therese Con sits and En :J' Gto "\'Nerio.

PJ-orecl th~ esvtrommnn Protect life ...

if-- -


