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DELICATERESCUE A wounded Philippine eaglen
senioranimal keeper Diominic Tadena, after the en
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amed Sinabadan is carried by Philippine Eagle Foundation field biologist Rowell Ron Lemente Taraya, accompanied by
dangered raptor is rescued in the forests of San Fernando in Bukidnon province last week. The bird could still stand
nits body. ~PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PHILIPPINE EAGLE FOUNDATION

but was weak and dehydrated (upper insat) and an X-ray taken later showed air-gun pellets lodged |
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FEEDING TIME A staff member of the Philippine Eagle Centei at Malagos district in
of endangered birds rescued from poachers, lika tha injured Sil
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P eagle tracked in study

shot, w

Veterinarians foun

Tunded by poachers

ndangered bird weak, dehydrated in Bukidnon forest;

three air-gun pellets seen in raptor’s body after X-ray

By Erwin M. Muscarifias
@IngNational

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—
Sinabadan, a fernale Philippine
eagle (Pithecophaga jefferyi) whose
well-tracked life provided con-
servationists deeper knowledge
on the growth znd maturation
of the endangered raptor in the
wild, is recuperating at the Phil-
ippine Eagle Center in Davao
City after surviving a poacher’s
attack in Bukidnon province five
days ago.

The country’; national sym-
bol, the Philippine eagle, is one
of the rarest eagles in the world,
and one of the largest and most
powerful birds of prey.

The International Union for
Conservartion of Nature classi-
fies it as critically endangered
as only 400 pairs of the bird re-
main in the wild, thriving in the
dwindling forest: of Luzon, Sa-
mar, Leyte and Mindanao.

Community-based  forest
guards trained by the Philip-
pine Eagle Foundation (PEF)
found Sinabadan near a creek in
San Fernando town, Bukidnon,
on Feb. 24. She was too weak to

even resist being taken by res- "

cuers, and also showed signs of
dehydration.

PEF experts told the Inquir-
er Sinabadan was malnourished
and underweight. During an

X-ray exam, PEF veterinarians .

found three air-pun pellets in
her body—one in the chest,
another in the thigh, and still
another deep in the abdomen.
Those in the chest and thigh
were removed during surgery
on Saturday.

The pellet wound in
Sinabadan’s chest was still
fresh, while the tvso others were
probably inflicted a few months
ago, said Dr. Jayson Ibafiez, the
PEF director for research and
conservation.

Due to her injuries, PEF ex-
perts worry Sinabadan may notbe
able to live in the wild again, and
put-an abrupt end to a budding
love affair with arother raptor.

HEALTH ISSUES The right eye of Philippine eagle Sinabadan
indicates a cataract has clouded her vision but veterinarians say
she is hot fully blind. At right, veterinarian Bayani Vandenbroeck
operated on and removes the air-gun pellet from the chest of
Sinabadan after she was taken to the Philippine Eagle Center in
Davag City. —PHOTOS COURTESY OF PHILIPPINE EAGLE FOUNDATION

“This is heartbreaking and
painful for all of us in the PEF. We
are extremely appalled by this
incident, we condemn such acts
of violence against the world's
rarest/eagle# said Ibafiez, who
has been acknowledged as some
kind of surrogate parent to the
raptor, having monitored her
since she was about a year old.

Sinabadan was also found
to have poor vision due to a cat-
aract buildup in her right eye
which, Ibafiez said, might have
affected her hunt for prey and
resulted in her malnutrition. Her
condition was aggravated by the
poacher’s attack, he lamented.

- IJa Unsafe

“Many of our forests still
remain unsafe for our national
bird,” [bafiez noted, pointing to
some o raptors who survived
gun attacks by poachers during
the pandemic, many of them
last the capacity to live in the
wild again.

Dennis Salvador, the PEF
executive director, said the
shooting of Sinabadan "is tragic
and shows the need for the gov-
ernment to do more” to address
the threats against the coun-
try’s wildlife,

s cotmg and hunting con-
tinue tn plague the plight of the

species in the wild. If we keep
losing young birds, there will be
none left to replace old breed-
ing populations,” Salvador said.

“We are hoping that our gov-
ernment can begin investing in
enforcing our laws and putting
an end to hunting and trapping
of critically endangered spe-
cies in the wild, not only for our
Philippine eagle but for all other
species,” he added.

“We don’t know others are
getting extinct, if this can hap-
pen to Sinabadan who we have
closely monitored for years,
what else for other species out
there in the wild?” Salvador said.

Then living in the vicinity:
of Mt. Apo, Sinabadan lost her
father to a hunter's gun in 2014
while she was still a 7-month-
old chick. Eaglets normally rely
heavily on their male parents
to bring them food, which had
conservationists worry back
then that Sinabadan might not
survive long.

Reared by single parent

“But amazingly, the mother
fought hardj for Sinabadan to
live,” Ibafez recalled.

This is why the PEF consid-

‘ers Sinabadan as the world’s

first juvenile eagle reared suc-
cessfully to independence in the

\wild by a single eagle parent.

By then, Sinabadan—named
after a Bagobo Tagabawa peo-
ple’s organization whose mem-
bers guarded her natural hab-
itat—was strapped with radio
and GPS transmitters to allow
conservationists to monitor her
every movement.

Ibanez said that Sinabadan
left Mt. Apo for good in Novem-
ber 2017.

“It was a remarkable and
challenging journey getting to
the next big forest, and flying
pver peopled landscapes, given
that Mindanao's forest cover
now are mostly fragments in a
sea of farmlands, orchards and
open areas,” he said.

“Remarkably,  Sinabadan
used small patches of forests as
her cover and pit stops. From a
naive juvenile, she had grown
wary through time. She dis-
persed secretly and gradually,
covering distances of no more
than 2 kilometers daily,” Ibanez
said of the bird’s journey.

“She also followed river-
ine forests, such as those along
Davao and Pulangi rivers. At
Pulangi, PEF biologists saw her
thase monkeys. Flying lemurs,
palm civets, hornbills and other
food animals were also record-
ed at forests where Sinabadan
temporarily took shelter. These
data on how a juvenile eagle
used and flew across a bigger,
human-dominated terrain were
i_ll new to science,” Ibafiez said.

A July 2020 PEF report
showed Sinabadan was 80 km
away from where she was born,
recording a total of 47,459 GPS
locations over six years of re-
mote monitoring from a total of
four GPS transmitters strapped
on her back. This meant the PEF
team had to trap Sinabadan three
more times to replace units that
expired.

Now  sexually mature,
jinabadan ‘has been observed

oing courtship displays, which
means she is at an “early pairing
stage.” Philippine eagles normal-
ly take time to pair. wa
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FLOOD LONTOL — Metropolitan Manila
- Development Authority (MMDA] Actmg
Chairmsn Romando Artes and Environment
and Natural Resources Unﬁersecretary :
Jonas Leones lead the inauguration of the
Lihertad Sewage Treatment Plant (STP)
~ and Wastewater Interceptor on ldacapagal
Bsulev rd near the MMDA Llhertad
Pumping Station ,
and HK Sun Plaza,
. Pasay Tity, on
28,

code to atclr the

video online.!
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'Ptuhppme Rcclamqtion Authority. |
Aceording to him, the Libertad STP can|treat || ' |

10 million liters of wastewater per day and has | *

acatchmentamof??amwues'['he ated | -

forihewmmpplyofﬁretmuksm?asay :ty _ |
“The MMDA will be in-charge of the main; |

-manceandupermmsnfthﬂmmmlam. }

Whmhm@uqﬂarmﬂleﬁruSTPmden-

b I
nile, equipped with a solar panel system ¢ re-
duce maintenance and electricity costs,” Artes | |
said. Rey E. Requejo J
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According to the members of
the Pagkakaisa ng mga Samahan
- ng Mangingisda (Pangisda), the
Manila Bay reclamation “greatly
affects the livelihood of those in
the fishing sector.” .

The protesters carry placards
and banners, demanding to stop
the reclamation and, instead,
concentrate on the rehabilitation
of Manila Bay. .

Pangisda-Bataan chairman’ Ed-
Iyn Rosales said they held a fluvial
protest to mark the 25th anniver-
sary of the passage of Republic
Act 10654 that amended the Phil-

'ORION, Bataan: A
‘staged a fluvial

ippine Fisheries Code of 1998
which mandated the protection
and rehabilitation of ‘the fishing
areas in the country. :
“Subalit sd;_ifloob ng 25 taon ay

nananatiling ang sek_ti_r ng mang-

ingisda ay isq sa pina irap na
sektor sa lipunan na lalong pinalalala
. ng mga proyekiong mayroon ngayon
“qulad sa proliinsya ng Bataan (But
in the last 25 years, the fishing
, sector rem'ain's to be the poorest
in country, and its difficulties are
Gompoundei:_l by projects like these
in Bataan),” she said.
Rosales cﬂ'aimed that reclama-

BATAAN FISHERS PROTEST

MANILA BAY RECLAMATION

group of ﬁsherﬁolk * ongoing reclamation in Manila
protest against the  Bay here on Tuesday. |
i (R e A s |

e -aﬁ;ay_ their fish-
he also said that

tion projects |
ing grounds.
seabed quarryi
at the Manila Bay also affected the

inalized fisherfolk.

alam naman natin na ang mga
mangingisda- ang isa sa nagbibigay
ng tiyak na paghain sa mamamayan
(They take away the rights and
the livelihood of the fisherfolk
who live in the coastal area. Also

s
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in jeopardy is the country’s food
security. because we all know that
the fishermen bring food to the
Filipino people),” she said.

She claimed that around 20,000
hectares of seawater will be convert-
ed intoland and more or less 50,000
families in the fishing sector will be
affected by the reclamation.

Rosales appealed to the gov-
emment to recognize the role of
fishermen in society and to' give.
teeth to the laws that will safeguard.
the environment and proteet the
livelihood of the fisherrmen and
farmers. ERNIE ESCONDE
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Reclamation frenzy
¥ astSaturday I went to Taytay : ;
I to buy raw balut and runny i #
Adpenoy higop to cook at home,
plus extra-jum! egl%!% and freshly
prepared salted duc
The Circu
from Lower Bicutan to Taytay
_provided a smooth drive. But it
was dismaying o see how muddy
brown the water of Lagunade Bay |- _
had become. . | M2 in
It was a sunny day and the bright blue sky should
have been reflected on the lake that is one of the sources
of fresh water for west zone concessionaire Maynilad.
Instead the lake looked shallow and heavily silted
from the proliferation of private fishpens. No wonder
there are always water service interruptions in this zone,
due to the extrg work needed to purify and eliminate
turbidity in the water. .
C-6 Road was touted as a scenic lakeside drive. But
these days you'll have to crane your neck to see the
water, as the former lakefrontis now chock-full afaug-l_y
reclamation projects. The patches of remaining water
near the road are overgrown with water lilies. It's an.
ugly, dismaying sight. o e L
C-6 veers northeastward alongside the Pasig River.
The riverside would be a great area to develop into a |
commercial / recreational area, like similar waterfront
spots in sustainable cities abroad. But there’s no visible
- effort along this!line. Perhaps the local governments are ..
more interested|in identifying portions of the river with
nitial. el
ining the quality of water in the lake,
} teclamation in what is supposed tobe a
natural floodplain has worsened flpoding around the
lakefront communities. In low-lying areas of Muntin-
[u],;a,-it can take up to three months for floodwaters to
subside. :

reclamation po

L i s

The reclamation frenzy is even more intense in Ma-
nila Bay. The Department of Envimbmen_t and Natural
Resources sh‘o't;Fd be at the forefront of reviving the
bay and protecting its marine biodiversity. Instead, ac-
cording to fisherfolk group Pamalakaya, the DENR has -
issued environmental clearances for
reclamation projects. - ;

~ These cover, among others, 420 hectares in Bacoor,
Cavite; 2,500 hectares for an “aerotropolis” in Bulacan;
360 hectares in|Pasay; 65 hectares in Navotas and 419
hectares for the Horizon Manila.
‘What will bé left of the bay? RE T

Defending its project, the Pasay government has
explained that the city wants to expand its area and

earn from the business revenues that are expected to
be generated from the new develodment.

odrigo Duterte scuttled all reclamation projects in
Manila Bay during his presidency. Instead he tasked
his environment chief Roy Cimatu to do for Manila Bay
what was done for Boracay. But thers were suspicions
that the cleanup was meant to pave the way for the rec-
lamation projedts. Also, the synthetic dolomite beach in

Manila’s Baywalk was created during his watch.
Is President Marcos aware of the massive reclamation

profgcts in Manila Bay and Laguna de Bay? Isdecision.
making on projects that éndanger the environmentnow -

left entirely to local government executives, many of

‘whem have petsonal vested interests in such projects?

CARIOON

veral massivebay

dim

ay keefs

nnial flooding in Metro Manila and other
\g areas, and destroying the -areadﬁﬁ!ﬁudh
catch. Development projects have already
e salt beds around the bay. One day in the
t future, all that reclarnation thay make the
11 even to function as an international and

et * w0
om Imeldific started the reclamation frenzy
with the Cultural Center of the Philippines|complex and
the Dagat-Dagatan housing project in Malabon-Navotas
that worserjed flooding in northern Metra Manila.
yet fo make clear his stand on the ongoing
projects and other environnjental issues.
oses, as political kingpins of [ocos Norte,
have supported renewable energy projects particularly
wind powef, and have shown appreciatioh and respect
for heritage/structures. | '
Is there political will, however, to stop
~reclamation

the current
projects, most of which are being pushed
s 0f the administration?
M'sistaunch political allies, at least, has been
rited battle against Manila Bay reclamation.
hia Villar has successfully tutined a stretch
om Parafiaque to Las Pifias info an interna-
ected critical wetlancl and ecofourism park
e of its kind in the entire Metro Manila
ars have had their share of controversies. The
Llas Pifias, once home 0 extensjve salt bods,
1 spared from indiscrirninate developmer
Still, a different type of reclamation hasibeen carried
outin recent years by the local governmentin Las |
Rivers, creeks and other waterways have been dredg
and cleaned, with structures encrgaching jon them dis-
mantled. The larger waterways have been developec
ives with riprapped banks, p '
éaLse traffic in the cty.
‘ways are cleaned regularly By uniformed

by supporte
One of BE
waging a sp
Sen. Cy

personnel; y

ou won't ever see any overgrawth of 1
lilies. Taguig should ask Las Pifias how to turn
lilies into useful items such as ha's, handba gs and slip-
pers. Such projects provide livelihoods while cleaning
up waterway | i T i

e * g s e LR
Instead ¢f reclaiming precious bodied of water i
expand thefugly concrete jungle that is Metro Manila,

1l gon ents in the country’s capital region should
restote the waterways in their respective jurisdictions,
ip and develop them into openi$paces where

ang out and relax.
anila, with its unplanned development and
, has an acute lack of these ppen spaces,
ote physical and mental well-being. The
such open spaces is evident infthe popular-
. -shjm areas in Manila Bay still open to the

ell as open-air weekendl flea markets where
congre falte“with children, grandpatents and fur

vho studied in the UK and must be familiar
JAnjsustainable cities, anc| his wife Liza who
ew! York surely appreciate the value of

1 ua'h as thi? beaut: 'oiJ a clean, peaceful bay.
is ongoing reclamalion is giving a rew
nensior 5 tﬁi—.s: image %f the sun setting ovw};?Mm--_i' a
Bay: Perhap it's not yet too late to stop the madness.

 getting smaller, t -reahm'm;‘g; 0
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THE Department of En-
\vironment and Natural

Resources (DENR) ex-

its - itude for
Australian govern-

ent’s con_-iinned‘ sup-
professional

!nbrmthy
temsandw(ﬂimieﬂnnge,
said that it is only fitting

that the Australian gov- plar

ernment mustbe givendue
remgmmmame schol-
arships it granted have
helped sha e Filipino
scholars into b g &;h-r-
“"m‘ ting: “"pam“‘“& s

: ! training. |
4 |The scholarship and
SRR

o s
dw’fvpmm geographic uﬁgy eatches m % (

agﬂmet):l, myironmemal lian [ _r

o Mo i S0
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11 our efforts to achieve
econo ric growth and cre-
ate wi alth will amount to

" nothing if we l ave behind deplet-
- ed resources and a damaged envi-
ronment for future generations.

| In fact, we are already feeling
the effects of this: climate change

| is taking its toll on the world’s
most vulnerable countries, and,
within those countries, the most
vulnerable communities. In
terms of plastic pollution, the
Philippines is the third-largest
contributor|to plastic waste
worldwide. '

Indeed, development is not
genuine if it is not sustainable.

The Stratbuse ADR Institute
and Philippine Business for Envi-
ronmental Stewardship (PBEST)
held a roundtable discussion on
Feb. 23 entitled “The Philippine
Circular Economy Agenda: Inte-
grating Sustainable and Strategic
Waste Management Systems.”
Experts from the government,

business, and civil society joined

us to help shed light on the issue
of cooperation towards-solutions
to this end.

Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
Undersecretary Carlos Primo
David said that the common un-
derstanding of “sustainability”
is that it is a precarious balance
between economic development
and environmental protection.
But there is a third aspect, he said:
social welfare. Waste to energy is
not just an environmental issue
but a social one, and solutions to
this end must be part of an inte-
grated strategy for the good of all.

The mitigation hierarchy that
is common in climate change
issues may also very well apply
to solid waste, he said. “It starts
with avoidance, then reduction of
impact, then rehabilitation, then

| offsetting.”

" The implementing niles and
regulations of the Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility Act of 2022
was signed last month by DENR
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-
Loyzaga. They are required to
implement their own Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)
programs to process plastie pack-
aging waste for recycling and re-
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dfills and to prevent its leakage
111 o the environment, eSpecially
'Ur waterways. The law requires

| Nazrin Castro, Brar
- ager of The Climate R

Project Phlllppmes, said a il circn-
lar economy aligns we}_l ith t e

St

rises to offset their plastic  global and national agenda 'n
packaging footprint. ba 20-80% climate resilience and s stal -
eginning this year until 2028.  able growth. i
|But while the law is good, it is She said the Phlhppm s isla
itg implementation that would  top contnhutur to plastic i
spell the success or failure of the  next onlyto,lndonesw and ﬁ p

p gram, Mr, David said. “For
r part at the DENR, we hupe.
tn make the EPR pmcedums as
aightforward as possible, with |
less paperwork, and focus first
onl the reglstratmn of all plastic
pducers. - I
,3 The thmor’“of ﬁ% Environ- |
5 ment Bureau,

said that the ?ﬁe&”

s'l nse wnste) to the 'c;rcufar ! tion |
econom; xg,mdeea tr forma- ‘ 3

but they are also looking at plas-
tics from a carbon-emission and
globa‘l -warming perspective. | |

“is a pathway that can help : al idre 85
-our addiction and dependence on

_t’er benefits m@udmg ém pre gra
nic growth andausﬁamab;l- \ ’?m
4 more equally shared benefits  in ,-"
s amure Sustaimﬁa .'_Iaﬁorl- L =P,

and products. The survey was in their progess

conducte{:f‘meen Nov. 27 and profii ﬂiéy u }
Dec.1last The findings were then
presente¢byﬁﬂse Asia Pres;dent
Ronald Holmes.
* “The | essage is clear,” Mr.
Holmes said. “Fi].lplpdﬁ know that
there are certain things that are

‘ happemug m the c;guﬁtry that
require us to be more socially
conscious. The question now is
whether lpdustrles or ﬁrms will

ourselves but.
for our childre;

Sblfhngtoaclrcalareccm, Y

dren’s children. ol |
: il ;

J!MI‘e:vm:ucf’d‘"i’E Cabrlera,fw;.e-l
premdent of the Managemenfj £
sociation of the Phﬂlppmes, ‘said
the govermnent must provide
incentives and i lmpoqe taxes on
business to address the countrv's
waste problem. =

“There must be an incentive

integrated ir the EPR or supple-

 ment to it when collectmg your
plastic or repackaging in order
for your products to be more
environment friendly. Mean-
‘while, the compulsion of taxing
end-of-life plastic use will forc:
people to reinvent their packag-
ing because they don't want i
pay tax. It" s aot'a qﬂestlon of
whether it can be done or not.
it’s a questic i 6f political \ﬁltﬂ
Mr. Cabrera said.

‘What I found most heartening
during the foram was the release
of a survey conducted by Pulse
Asia, commissioned by Stratbase.
saying that 83% of Filipinos pre-
fer to patronize products and

- services of brands that have en-
vironment friendly operations

to maximize

cbnsidéf i:he

ind the pnvate
e for their ac-

enwreithat

v i -iprudenﬂy m;
rselve "ﬁut for fuf‘ﬁ!‘e
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in old lnfograph:c ;esutfaced
i local social media landscape,
the utle, nghest Ocean
P1§st1c Waste olluteis, _ qhgws an earth |
cmirered in plas C waste, demonstraung the
percentage of which country produced lhe
_most piastlc waste. The Philippines was erro-

! neously shown to be the biggest plasu,c waste |

polluter with 356,371 metric tons while the _
rest of the world shown to be res mlble
for 176, 012 MT. ¢ t}w_rtoppolluungcounmes
included India,
etc. This mlslea_ ing and damagmg info-
__graphlc was based on a 2015 report by a US
orgamzanon call d Ocean Consenrancy |The
group published an apology seven years later,.
Bfﬁ)l‘ﬁ 1 go on mhqrwrhlg:eponwas 50
harmful to the Asia munmesmcn,ucmed, I mus;.

say that we do hay aproblemmthmngleqse
plaschastedmp 3

municipal level. Byt so, does every country on.
this earth. The "edNauomkeepsteﬂmgus

that the planet is chioki ODplqspg."IheWon
Economic Forum f recasts the consumption of
plastic to skyrocket from 460 million tonnes in
2019 to 1,231 million tonnes in 2060.

In the Phlhppm}es, despite the ban on the

alaysia, China, Indonesia, |

‘ 2

 uRsaNsT

'OSENA PAEZ
use ofsmgle use,;}lasucs in vanov.ls Ioc?i gov
. emments, they are still being sold. | remember
_how quickly Makatl pivoted (o require all
 retailers (o use brown paper bags instead of
sando plasuc bags. Yet in the sjne racery
store, rqlls of. smgie -use plasuc
sanﬂo bags were. bem;g sold We can do a lot
 betterby reducing our consumpuo hof plastic
‘bags and l;;:adu,ug our chﬁdren 0 dlspose
of their trash propgrly In Canad
taughttopm their dry trasl;m 1he
or bags. To, t{us day 1 automaticall

SO RGNS

crumple

| both on an individual and, ,,,mygll{nwrappersc)idrynssuesan__ put ih

ncluding .

t‘c nEVE=r qoes away

1gnored therole of countries in the Clobal North
where most of the plastic waste was produced to
begin with. Much of the data p ublished about
waste gereratiorn does not take into consider-

.ation the source or production of waste,

. In this day anid age of environmental green-
washing buzzwords like “zero waste, ' big com-

panies that produce pop colas and shampoos

continue to male it more accessible

> for a large

~ part of the pooter population to have small

-

quantities in sachets and mini bottles. Haveyou
seen the palm-sized Coke bottles? This all seems
cpumerprxlud,lvetotheglobal ffort .oredme._

. Plasticconsumption. Yet the Global Northisn't

held accountable for propagating this mass

-, consumption of plastics in the Clobal South.

luds were .
i pockels__ ‘
. tion whichled to some reactive policies weaken-
em ing the ban on indneration. An apology seven

mmypocke;,gnnl L find a proper r captacle ¥

q Ih}s qu{nethePhﬂlppmf.sfor lastic gar-

A’bag" mfagr-aplng not only continues to do:us.

harm, it passes the buck to developmg]courmes
It has ignored:the policies and pro*rams the
Philippines and other Asian countries have setto

seeksolutions to the garbage problem. Thm?ort

‘The Ocean Conservancy's rescinded report
backed measures for waste-to-energy incinera-

years later seems a litde too late. And despite

their takedown of links and all reference to

the original report, the damaging infographics
continue to recirculate on the internet. In this
case, the misinformation, disinformation, and
false narratives don't go away, they keep coming
back. Justlike plastic. They never really 20 away.
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BAGUIO CITY: Mayor Benjan
long has issued a stern ing to
business establishments against the
indiscriminate dumping of used oil.
“If you continue to throw your
used oil in drainages and canals,
1 will not hesitate to lmke your
business licenses,” he
During the regular anage—

ment committee meeting of local
officials at City Hall on Tuesday,
February 28, the mayor said he has
received reports from cqrrcemed

remdents that food estabhsh

ments at Burnham Park across the
Bayanihan building are allegedly
using the cover of the night to
dump used oil in the city’s drain-
age system.,

“These establlshmems usually
serve grilled chicken or ‘lechon
manok’ to their customers, he said.

Magalong said he has tasked
City Environment and Parks Man-
agement Office Officer in Charge
Engr. Marmc Empmoto meet with

Don’t dump use@ oil in drainage

owners of the

food establishments in the area
and remind them that it is illegal
to dump used oil in public canals.
“I will not hesitate to have all
the establishments in that area
- continue to dump

il irresponsibly even if

have already
peated - wmngsf

Emplzo; rrjeanwhnle, dlsdosed

that her office has already wamed

:all food establishments in the city

against dumping grease and used ol

in canals and waterway: as covered

by Republic Act 6969 or the “Toxic
Substances and Hazardous and
Nuclear Waste Control A:10f1990."

“The presence of grease deposits
in drainage pipes is cne of thee
determined causes of clogging
of water passageways «at lead to

i}ouding{of streets;” she said,

GABY KEITH
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COAST GUARD OBSERVES SPILLN

|
By Madonmia T. Virola
@mvirolaiNQ

| 3§

CITY OF CALAPAN—AR aerial
surveillance by the Philippine
Coast Guard (PCG) on Tuesday
showed a suspected oil spill
near the fuel tanker that cap-
sized |in the waters off Nau-
jan town in Oriental Mindoro
provi_t}ce early Tuesday.

The PCG said the tanker
was carrying around 800,000
liters bf industrial fuel, when

dispatched to provide neces-
sary assistance.

In 3 5:30 p.m. update on its
Facebook page, the PCG said that
during lits aerial surveillance,
“the Aviation Force sighted a
suspected oil spill with an esti-
mated area of 5-kilometer-long
and 500-meter-wide near MT
Princess Empress.”

The PCG said it was work-

' ing to contain spilled diesel fuel

that was, “not part of the indus-
e

~ OFFORENTALE

its engine overheated due!to l

straining against the strong
waves around 2 a.m. at Balinga-
wan Point in Tablas Strait near
Naujan and the island province
of Marinduque. It described

the condition of the vessel ‘as.

“half-submerged.”

The tanker, according to dne
PCG, came from Limay, Bata-
an, and was on its way to Iloilo
province with 20 crew me
bers. It is operated by RDC R&%i—

eld Marine Services s e

‘ployed “to contain the spillage,

An oil spill boom will be dq';
it said. |

Another accident |
Geroleo said a barge also rat}
aground in the waters off NauI
jan early Monday in a phone in:
terview Tuesday.

He said the barge also en
countered engine trouble as i
neared Mag-Asawang Tubié
River in Barangay San Antonio. |

“The Coast Guard can’t get

ON uT

A foreign cargo vessel, MV
| EFES, rescued all crew mem-
bers onboard.
Naujan disaster response
| official Joery Geroleo, in an on-
line message to the Inguirer,
said the crew members were
| taken to Subic Bay in Zambales
|province. He said they were
“OK” and no onz was reported
‘hurt.
The BRP Melchora Aquino,
one of the PCG’ biggest ships,
and an airbus helicopter, were

closer yet because of strong
waves and the had weather
due to northeast monsoon,” he
said.

| | “We were told it (barge) is
an empty one (no cargo) bound
for Baseco in Manila from
Cagayan de Oro. The Coast
Guard had contzct with the
master of the barge and was
told that there are also about
20 crew [in the barge],” Geroleo
added. —wITH A REPORT FROM FRAN-

MANGOSING NG

CAPSIZEDFUEL TAMCER
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fuel oil g lumubog malapit sa islang Tabias Roml

paglubog ng M‘I‘P‘nmess E
pasngalon.

_“Angt 'pu]ant&maal:g{gs kt&at,c _I _ :

~ tan,” ayon kay Sinoc

Oil_v- anker may karga g ll
~ litro ng langis Iumu,[
~sa bahagi ng Rombl:

ISANG oil tanker na may kargang 800,000 litro
Sa ulat, 2:00 ng madahngarawmtm(gMarte : g
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pil sank after encountering
engine trouble and sparked oil
5pill concerns in the vieinity
waters off Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro yesterday.

oast Guard (PCG) said MT
Princess Empress departed
iom Balaan en route to loilo

s engine overheated around

| Amotor tanker loaded with .
+ B00,000 liters of industrial |

| Areport from the Philippine |

ith 20 crew members when |

2 a.m.

“It then drifted towards{the !
vicinity waters off Balingawan
Point due to rough

half-submerged,” the PCG
report stated.

crew members who were all

deemed to be in good physical |

sea |
conditions until it became |

DORO

District Southern Tagalog to
assess the vieinity waters “for
possible fraces of an oillspill”

The Coast Guard Aviation |

Force also dispatched an
airbus helicopter for aerlal

| | surveillance.
Meanwhile, MV Ef‘es, &
foreign vessel, reSLued all the |

MT Princess Empress
agent, Argie Gicanto, told the

- PCG that they will depluy

condition, the report noted.

Melchora Aquino (MRRV-
and personnel of Coast Guard |

tughoats with oil spill boom

- which is used ta contain oil
ThePCGsaldltdeploye 9ERP _
0

spill, to monitecr the motor
tanker and respond to an}r
eventuality

MOTOR TANKER WITH INDUSTRIAL
DIL CAPSIZES OFF M

By MARTIN SADONGDONG |
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Unsdessdewuney Maria Rilnso Vi
gmcsalqitheDOH Epidemiology -

Bureau is deploying a team to

ht:lp their reglonal health office in

are sending a team hexe

.Ltob

e Epidemiology Bureau to - i
Resion Gmhclpmnghgnml |

03] tovmfy;hlsevmt, said Ve

 of the national government’s
1 | forts to confirm if the situati
| watrants such a declaration fros
| the local government vnit (LGU).

“We have a policy that states
|that the. LGU has to_go throu

the DOH to seck guidance and for |

‘us to verify the event before they
|cand¢claxc a state of calamity
‘emergency,” she explained,

“All LGUs have to comply wi
these policies since this is based o
law:. We are just venfymg the cas£
right now,” added Vergeire

She notgd that ba.sed on Lbj

wgm;cwgmmummy

txans

itted via a corxwmmted
of water supply,

Shesﬂdthlscxphmswhyﬁley

d:scuss:ons Wlth other

_aﬂuch 5 the Depamnem of Envi-
_T_Q\Emmﬂnt and Natural Resources
L ﬁ;ﬁ)» regarding the source of
 water supply in the city.

““To the communites, it is better

| your drinking water if you
t sure if your water supply |

s clean and safe,” Vergeire said.
* She said thcy haye; also activated

' then local hes
to’ help atte
‘of amoebiasis

th units in the area
“to suspected cases

ire| | | | “Cases started o going ,,!np
~ She said the deployment is p $d ﬂ

bruary in San Cados

Furrcntlylme 189 nasesi [h
 yious year, they had Zero c4
! eb1as1s, she said. :
“They have 189 cases rdgiy, but
thosc found positive: foramebiasis

around 60 percent otﬂy. Others
sted negative or posxtrve ?’or &
coli or other organisms based on
tests do,ne," she added. |
. Last week, San Catlos CltyMayor
Rmam Gustlo issued an executive
order declaring a state of health emer-
gency in the area due to the increasing
tumber of reported amebiasis cases.
Amebiasis is an infection of
ﬁla intestines caused by a pafq,smc -
amoeba, and its symptoms ate diar-
rhea (loose stool/poop), nausea (a
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hapon ay talaga namang damang-daam natinang
tag-initsa ating bansa.
Kung fitignan natin ang ulat ng PAGASAinilabas noong:
21 ng Pebrero (6:00AM), bumaba na sa 211.06 meters ang le-
vel ng tublg 2 Angat Dam. Maituturing mataas parin ang lebel
ng tubig sa Angat Dam dahil ang Minimum Operating Water
_Level (MOWLj ng Angaf dam ‘ay nasa 180 meters.| |

pat na tubig araw-araw | _
mialakas ang ating katawa ngayon I
Kung akala ng marami ay’sa mga “ber months lam
dumarami ang ﬁnamlﬁ'aan ng karamdaman dulot ng malamig
na panahon, aba, marami rin ang nagkakaroon ng _
sunod na sakit sa panahon ng tag-init, kabilang ang mga
na Asthma attack, Chlckenpox Inﬁuenza Fand i

sore eyes at Hypefu\emna o over heafing bodjr e b
| Kapagganrtonghlbhangmamnaﬂg panahon, mula

hang matagal pa papasok ang tag- ulan_? ;
Huwag tayong mag-aalala dahil kahit higit dalawa
tayong maligoaaisang araw, ang pagtitiyak ni Dr.
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The Philipping
said yesterday
a fishing boat|from a group of i
fishermen allegedly engaged in
illegal sand quarrying offMalamawi |
Tsland in Isabela City, Basilan.
The PCG said the fishing boat
“Under Water” was carrying
four fishermen led by its owner, |
I Hassan Adjal, when they were

allegedly caught by officials while
conducting illegal sand quarrying
in the vicinity waters of Barangay ( .
Marang-Marang last Feb. 26. further investi
‘ “Accnrdmg tr] the %oast Gganjf Sadongdong) -
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Hold rich  accountable for warming -=Imee-

N. Imee Marcos has. « merable to the growing dq sl'rwlgh've 1y ClimateChange Commissioner Al
12l goverament fo ta e - -power of climate change. |1 bertdela Cruz recently called for the
aggressive stance in the next Con-.. . . These provinces inc| ude O private sectorto patticipate in.imme-
ference of the Parties fo the United . tal Mindoro, Oriental Mindp: diateglimats actionbysupporting the
Nations Framework Coniyention to. gasinan, Ilocos Sur, Eastern San e Programs such as tree planting
- Climate, Change,. FIAEE L il Zambales, Aurora, Northerh. activities and adopting the just tran.
i -Os,whodl_az'lsﬂ‘geS(mtecpm-{ Cagayan, Suri a0 del Sur, Ni -sition of landfills to waste-to-enerpy

-mittee on Foreign Relations, saiditis - ja, Tarlac, SIJE:,LG\(tB Pas logies, o s
iTh tp_heldtI'_te'Lndush'ializednati;ons@ Samqr,.and.S_qqrhem.Le e | i "We,;i.rjthaa;ﬂlima-teChange Com-
. ackountablefor previous cor tributions | [thas long been estab{is}ﬂ mission, havizbeen giventhemandate
toglobal warm ing, given that thecon- - cos said, that island nations to formulate end issue national poli-
Aribution of the Philippines is veryi _I__’hi_{ippinessuffe;tl_l_emostf: masgso-  cies that woiald support the Marcos
mihuscule. - ; o0 clated dama'ge from cli change adminisﬁ'at'imfsa tvocacy of protect-
: "ﬁherehavcbemtoouku pledges  such as risin sea levels, prolonged ingou:pl,an.et-ams_l-adopting'anliti;:n-
' ﬂtgkﬁﬁme-aﬁmﬁutﬂiere areatleast c%ughts,an stronger typh ons. | _ﬁor_),_andadaptalionstra;egyu}ac; iove
twb new gmunclg}éfqg optimnism: Ehe-1 54 'Orynﬁgpam,ﬂwnaﬁ@r@l SOVErt  resiliency o climate change” Dela

CIR27 discussion, at last, of theirdebt | ent can contintie to promote eff rts  Cruz said. - o1
i+ 1o the vulnerable developi Wotld’s | to reduce theJCﬂ'i‘bori'fooi’pri.fto'f'ﬂ‘\e_ i Asm‘aébfﬂ*_repoﬁcy;m‘akiﬂgbi_:d ies
doss and damage’ as well as TS Presi ' Philippines through a shift to/reney- of governmert, COC istasked t6 coor-
-deritJoe Biden’s climate catc -up law, | ables mdaﬂ*ref.im\wm‘lﬁm}?t' hnolo- dma@,ﬂ‘_tohitijFaﬁdevaiuategt)i em-
- the Inflation Reduction Act" she said. | ‘gies, promoh’hg‘éﬁergycons atidn, ' ment programs’and ensure main-
- 'he Cross Dependency Initiafive | grd promoting mass transprtation streamingof climatechangeinnation.-
“recently reported that 17y Tncesm “through railways. For the LQUs, in-  al, local ‘and sectoral developrment
sthe counry were among the top 00 | i?es_ﬁ-l_'['entfqrfxgsﬂi ficy programs will plans towards/ climate-resilient and

“wareas in the world that are (fs't'vﬁl_—i_b'e critical,” she added. - o climate-smart Philippines.

0T e sy PEAF I — e I N _i_L:_.___ S P NN
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On the ENVIRONM T ASSESSMENT (EIA) REPORT of
| c:mwmm?;mfmn&m% Bam{rﬁ:yw Mamgg
Notice is hereby given to i parfies wha wish to give their opinion regarding the i
Cato Chromite Project to atiend Public Heanng thatis scheduied as follows:

| Date. | Fadil Time
N bl b : 9:00 AM /i Dfamm & Park, Km 3 Baloganon, Masinioc,
. W J; fion starts at 8.30AM) ] Zambales

| e bl o L AR

, Inc. applcation
o) T e o & (;rnt-] Lt hdueamertiich

| mwmm. wt,mﬁwmm Uanagement Bureau (EMB)

the Department of Environment
{DENR). |
| Thefnﬂﬁui:ig:sﬂwmmﬁﬂm:
tirig Classifier,
| Cyctone, Cyclones,
. . l, Humprey Spiral,
| |[UG Viine Facies (Fiekd Ofice, _ Freas, Sia
Norkshop, Alr Compressor e, Staff Mess, Hospital, Ehmmlary-
, Hoist Room Buikling, Sand Facilt |
| {iCement :
| ; mﬁm se. Accouning
| | . | alElectncal
{5 1
| | i
| /Faciites - and | |
| Rationale .| " [The projact aims 1 produce 87,900 MT of chromite concer{iate arid 10,000 MT of
| | jlumoy ore annually. using underground mining methods. The output will be domestic
| i -amwminwmmmmmm Export prices of
4 edumhmbw kmagihetrm!cl prices.
| Arsa |-} weammm - |

arlies N‘Io mh to attend or ’W m}mm Public Hearng shouls é:(eremw continm
r A - their opinion{s} in a concise on paper submiled lo the
AN MANAGEMENT DNISION ELAMD) 5 s O oy
(3) days before the Public Hearing schedule Those who cannol register of
mrhwhwwﬁm&www“h&wuﬁhqm ¢
: :&mmwh%msWaﬂmu it B 3t amb gav;
Haaring/Consultabon fink found on iesobavl s Salele

| . uu_m mn.qwu-u
Masinioe, Zamiaies

meoneﬁﬂn mmwmmmmmam
| and fock for mqe\taauw&w E Bn&ﬂmwmlhnm joel

) {u‘n Tﬂ.’g £378 Joca! 116
: gov.ph.
A

e
| P\ Frotect the environment... Protect life. ., d i d4ad
s L] | ’ : - I-FJ}:: and Mar. 01, 2023)
| |




