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e conservation center has become the refuge
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Veterillarians fOUlid
three air-

By Erwin M.IVIOIscarinas
@InqNational

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY-
Sinabadan, a female Philippine
eagle (PithecophClga jefferyi) whose
well-tracked life provided con-
servationists deeper knowledge
on the growth and maturation
of the endangered raptor in the
wild, is recuperating at the Phil-
ippine Eagle Center in Davao
City after surviving a poacher's
attack in Bukidnon province five
days ago.

The country's national sym-
bol, the Philippine eagle, is one
of the rarest eagles in the world,
and one of the largest and most
powerful birds o:f prey.

The International Union for
Conservation of Nature classi-
fies it as critically endangered
as only 400 pairs of the bird re-
main in the wild, thriving in the
dwindling forests of Luzon, Sa-
mar, Leyte and lV:indanao.

Community ..based forest
guards trained by the Philip-
pine Eagle Foundation (PEF)
found Sinabadan near a creek in
San Fernando town, Bukidnon,
on Feb. 24. She was too weak to
even resist being taken by res- .
cuers, and also showed signs of
dehydration.

PEP experts told the Inquir-
er Sinabadan was malnourished
and underweight. During an,
X-ray exam, PEF veterinarians,
found three air-gun pellets in
her body-one in the chest,
another in the thigh, and still
another deep in the abdomen.
Those in the chest and thigh
were removed during surgery
on Saturday.

The pellet wound in
Sinabadan's chest was -' still
fresh, while the two others were
probably inflicted a few months
ago, said Dr. Iayson Ibanez, the
PEF director for research and
conservation.

Due to her injuries, PEF ex-
perts worry Sinabadan may not be
able to live in the wild again, and
put-an abrupt end to a budding
love affair with another raptor.
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ndangered bird weak, dehydrated in
un pellets seen in raptor's body after

HEALTrH ISSUES The right eye of Philippine eagle Sinabadan
indic~~es a cataract has cfouded her vision but veterinarians say
she is not fully blind. At right, veterinar,ian Bayani Vandenbroeck
opera ed on and removes the air-gun pellet from the chest of
Sinab dan after she was taken to the Philippine Eagle Center in
Dava City. -PHOTOS COURTESY OF PHILIPPINE EAGLEfOUNDATION

"T is is heartbreaking and
pain Ifor all of us in~ePEF. We
are e tremely appalled by this
incid t, we condemn such acts
of vio ence against the world's
rarest eaglel said Ibanez, who
has b en acknowledged as some
kind df surrogate'parent to the
rapto~ having monitored her
since ~he was about a year old.

Si abadan was also found
to hav poor vision due to a cat-
aract uildup in her right eye
which Ibanez said, might have
affect d her hunt for prey and
result d in her malnutrition. Her
condi on was aggravated by the
poach r's attack, he lamented.

species in the wild. If we keep
losing young birds, there will be
none left to replace old breed-
ing populations," Salvador said.

"We are hoping that our gov-
ernment cad begin investing in
enforcing our laws and putting
an end to hunting and trapping
of critically endangered spe-
cies in the wild, not only for our
Philippine eagle but for allother
species," he added.

"We don't know others are
getting exttrict, if this can hap-
pen to Sinaliadan who we have
closely monitored for years,
what else for other species out
there in the wild?" Salvador said.

Then living in the vicinity-
of Mt. Apo, Sinabadan lost her
father to a hunter's gun in 2014
while she was still a 7-month-
old chick. Eaglets normally rely
heavily on ~heir male parents
to bring them food, which had
conservationists worry back
then that Sinabadan might not
survive long.

Unsafe
any of our forests still

remai~unsafe for our national
bird," banez noted, pointing to
some 0 raptors who survived
gun at cks by poachers during
the p ndemic, many of them
lost t~e capacity to live 'in the
wilda ain.

De nis Salvador, the PEF
execu ive director, said the Reared by single parent
shooti g of Sinabadan "is tragic . "But amazingly, the mother
and sh ws the need for the gov- fought hardl for Sinabadan to
ernme t to do more" to address live," Ibaiiez recalled.
the t eats against the coun- This is why the PEF consid-
try's ildlife. "ers Sinabadan as the world's

"S ooting and hunting con- first juvenild eagle reared sue-
plague the plight of the cessfully to independence in the
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wild by a single eagle parent.
By then, Sinabadan-named

after a Bagobo Tagabawa peo-
ple's organization whose mem-
bers guarded her natural hab-
itat-was strapped with radio

d GPS transmitters to allow
onservationists to monitor her
very movement.

Ibanez said that Sinabadan
eft Mt. Apo for good in Novem-
er 2017.

"It was 'a remarkable and
hallenging journey getting to
he next big forest, and flying
ver peopled landscapes, given
hat Mindanao's forest' cover
ow are mostly fragments in a
ea of farmlands, orchards and
pen areas," he said.

"Remarkably, Sinabadan
sed small patches of forests as
er cover and pit stops. From a
aive juvenile, she had grown
ary through time. She dis-
ersed secretly and gradually,
overing distances of no more
han 2 kilometers daily," Ibanez
aid of the bird's journey.
. "She also followed river-
ne forests, such as those along
avao and Pulangi rivers. At
ulangi, PEF biologists saw her
hase monkeys, Flying lemurs,
aim civets, hornbills and other
ood animals were also record-
d at forests where Sinabadan
emporarily took shelter. These
ata on how a juvenile eagle
sed and flew across a bigger,
uman-dorninated terrain were
II new to science," Ibanez said.

A July 2020 PEF report
hawed Sinabadan was 80 km
way from where she was born,
ecording a total of 47.459 GPS

Ibcations over six years of re-
ate monitoring from a total of

our GPS transmitters strapped
n her back. This meant the PEF
am had to trap Sinabadan three
ore times to replace units that

xpired.
Now sexually mature,

inabadan,has been observed
oing courtship displays, which
eans she is at an "early pairing

e." Philippine eagles normal-
take time to pair. INQ
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Metrl:>polltan Manila
Development Authority

aClng chahrnan Romando
Arte leads the inauguration

o the LibElrtad Sewerage
T eatment Plant in Pasay
cIty yestt!I'day. The plant

ill help the MMDA and
othe~ governl1lent agencieu

achle e the dream of makin{J
Manil Bay clean enough for

swirnming, he said,
ERNIE PENAREDONDtl
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MMDA installs water
treatment plant in PC

THE Metropolitan Manila Development A
(MMDA) has inaugurated a sewage trealm
in Pasay City as part of government efforts to
pollution of the Manila Bay.

MMDA chairman Romando Artes said the iber-
tad Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) will treat aste-
water from the Tripa de Gallina, which bas dis-
charging wastewater into the Libertad I and
draining into the Mani1a Bay.

Artes stressed the project was a result f the
collaboration with the Department of Em' on-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) a the
Philippine Reclamation Authority.

According to him, the Libertad STP can treat
10 million liters of wastewater per day an has:
a catchment area of 779 hectares. The ated
wastewater will be used for watering plan and
for the water supply of firetrucks in Pasay ity.

"The MMDA will be in-charge of the ain-'
tenance and operations of the treatment Ian
which is similar to the first STP located in'Ma-
nila, equipped with a 'solar panel system re-
duce maintenance and electricity costs," Artes
said. Rey E. Req.:.u_e..:;j_~~~~ _



According to the memb rs of
the Pagkakaisa ng mga Sa ahan
ng Mangingisda (Pangisd ), the
Manila Bay reclamation " reatly
affects the livelihood of th se in
the fishing sector."

The protesters carry pi cards
and banners, demanding t stop
the reclamation and, in tead,
concentrate on the rehabil tation
of Manila Bay.'

Pangisda-Bataan chairm n Ed-
lyn Rosales said they held a fluvial
protest to mark the 25th a niver-
sary bf the passage of Re ublic
Act 10654 that amended Phil-

ORION, Bataan: A kroup of fisherfolk
staged a fluvial protest against the, y +-c-I--------+---I-~~

ippine Fisheries Code of 1998 tion projects ta e a ay their fish- in jeopardy is the country's food
which mandated the protection ing grounds. he also said that security because we all know that
and rehabilitation of the fishing seabed quarry I' g t extract sand the fishermen bring food to the
areas in the ~ountry. at the Manila B y al 0 affected the Filipino people)," she said.
. "Subalit sb loob ng 25 taon ay lives'of the mar inalized fisherfolk. She claimed that around 20,000
nananatiling ang sektor ng mang- . "Tahasan nit ng tinatanggal ang hectares of seawater will be convert-
irigisda ay is~ sa pinakamahirap na karapatan at abuhayan ng mga ed into land and more orless 50,000
sektor sa lipuryar na lalong pinalalala mangingiSda$ naninirahan sa families in the fishing sector will be

. ng mga proyektong maxroon ngayon coastal area. kat/fya na din dito affected by the reclamation.
-tulad sa prO~insya ng Bataan (But ang food secu ity, & bansa dahil Rosales appealed to the gov-
in the last t~years, the fishing alam naman ".atin na ang mga ernment to' recognize the role of
sector remains to be the poorest .mangingisda arJg i~ sa nagbibigay fishermen in society and to give
in country, fnd its difficulties are ng tiyak na pag ain a mamamayan teeth to the laws that will safeguard.
compounded by projects like these (They take a ay t e rights and the environment and protect the
in Bataan)," spe said, . the livelihoo of he fisherfolk livelihood of the fishermen and

. Rosales c aimed t at reclama- who live in th co sfal area. Also farmers, ERNIE ESCONDE
__~~--~--~4---------~~~~~-- =-~-4F'~~--~----~~~----------
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LastSaturd y I went to Taytay
to buy ra balut and runny
penoy higo to cook at home,

plus extra-jumb eggs and freshly
prepared salted duck eggs.

The Circum erential Road 6
from Lower B cutan to Taytay
provided a sm oth drive. But it
was dismaying a see how muddy
brown the wate of Laguna de Bay
had become ..

It was a su y day and the brig~t blue sky should
have been refle ed on the lake that i .onair f the s0l;lrces
of fresh water f r west zone conces ionaire Mayrulad.

Instead the 1 ke looked shallow and heavily silted
from the prolif ation of private fi~pens. No wonder
there are always water service inter ptions in this zone,
due to the extr work needed to p rify and eliminate
turbidity in the ater.

C-6 Road wa touted 'as a scenic akeside drive. But
these days you 11have to crane yo r neck to see the
water, as the for er lakefront is now chock-full of ugly
reclamation pr jects. The patches of remaining water
near the road e overgrown with water lilies. It's an
ugly, dismayin sight.

C-6 veers no theastward alongside the Pasig River.
The riverside ould be a great are~to develop into a
commercial I.r cre~~~nal area, like simila~ wate~f~ont
spots in sustam ble CItiesabroad. B t there s no VISIble
effort along this line. Perhaps the lac 1governments are
more interested in identifying porti ns of the river with
reclamation po ential.

Apart from ining the quality at water in the lake,
indiscriminate eclamation in what ~ssupposed to be a
natural floodpl in has worsened flooding around the
lakefront com unities. In low-lying areas of Muntin-
lupa, it can tak up to three months for floodwaters to
subside. .

** *
. The reclama ion frenzy is even more intense in Ma-

nila Bay. The D partment of Environment and Natural
Resources sho ld be at the forefr~nt of reviving the
bay and protec ing its marine biodi ersity. Instead, ac-
cording to fishe folk group Pamala aya, the DENR has
issued enviro ental clearances for everal massive bay
reclamation pr. jects. I

These cover, among others, 420 pectares in Bacoor,
Cavite; 2,500 h ctares for an lIaerotPOlisll in Bulacan;
360 hectares in Pasay; 65 hectares i Navotas and 419
hectares for the Horizon Manila.

What will b left of the bay?
Defending i s project, the Pas at. government has

explained that e city wants toe:fpand its area and
earn from the usiness revenues tl\at are expected to
be generated fr m the new development.

Rodrigo Du rte scuttled all reclamation projects in
Manila Bay du ing his presidencyl Instead he tasked
his environme chief Roy Cimatu t? do for Manila Bay
what was done for Boracay. But there were suspicions
that the cleanu was meant to pave the way for the rec-
lamation projec s.Also, the synthetic dolomite beach in
Manila's Bayw lk was created durirg his watch.

Is President arcos aware of the massive reclamation
projects in Ma ila Bay and Laguna de Bay? Is decision
making on proj cts that endanger the environment now
left entirely to ocal government executives, many of
whom have e sonal vested interests in such Rrojects?

DO
ANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
STORY

PAGE DATE

-2
Manila ay k eps getting snlaller, t reatening to

worsen pe nni~ flooding in Metro Ma la and other
surroundi are S, and destroying the ready much
reduced fis catc .Development projects ave already
decimated e sal beds around th1~bay. ne day n the
not-so-dist t fu re, all tRat reclarhation ay mal e the
bay too sm 11ev to function as an inte nationa Iand
domestic p rt.

* * *
Marcos' eldific started the recla ation f e zy

with the C enter of the Philippines complex and
the Dagat- housing project in Mal on-Na votas
that worse d flo ding in northern Metr Manila

BBMha yet t make clear his stand 0 the ongo1Og
reclamatio proj cts and other environ ental i sues.
But the Ma oses as political kingpins of locos orte,
have suppo ed r newable energy project particularly
wind powe and ave shown apIJreciatio and respec
for heritag struc res.

Is there olitical will, however, to sto the current
reclamatio projects, most of which are eing p shed
by support s offfie administration?

OneofB M'ss aunch politicalallies.at l ast,hasbeen
waging' as rited attle against Manila Ba reclam. tion.

Sen. Cy hia ~'llar has successfully tu ed a stretch
of the bay f m P rafiaque to Las Pifias in a an interna-
tionally pr ected critical wetland and eco ourism park
- the only e of ts kind in the entire Me ro Man la

The Vill s ha~ had their share f con versies. rhe
clan's turf s PJ as, once home j: extens ve salt beds,
has not bee spar d from indiscri inate evelopment.

Still, a di ferent type of reclama 'on ha been car ied
out in recen years by the local go 'emmen in Las I10 s
Rivers, cree and other waterwa ~ have een dredged
and cleane wit~ structures encr aching n therr dis-
mantled. T e Jar er waterways ::] ve be developed
into river d ves ith riprapped b ,pr viding alter-
nate routes 0 eaSi traffic in the ci .

The wat way are cleaned regularly y uniformed
personnel; ou w n't ever see any vergr thofwater
lilies. Tagui sho ld ask Las Pin how turn water
lilies into u ful i ems such as ha] hand gs and slip-
pers. Such rejects provide liveli oods w ile cleaning
upwaterw s.

* " *
Instead f reclaiming precious bodie of water to

expand the glY~Oncrete jungle that is etro M, nila,
local gove ent i the country' Eo :apital gion s1-ould
restore the ate ays in their respective urisdict ons,
clean these p and d.evelop them in]o open paces here
,people can ang ut and relax.

Metro M nila, ith its unplann [d deve opmen I d
urban blig , has an acute lack 0; these pen spaces,
which pro ate p ysical and mental we I-being Ihe
demand for uch pen spaces is evident in the popular-
ity of the fe shor areas in Manila Bay sti 1open to the
public as w 11as pen-air weekend flea m rkets '" here
people con& egat1.With children, ~randpa ents and fur
babies in to .

BBM, w stu ied in the UK ~nd mu be far+iliar
with life in ustaI'nable cities, and his wi e-Liza who
worked in ew ork surely app eciate he vah ..e of
intangibles, uch s the beauty of' clean, eacefu bay.
. Sadly, all this <:>ngoingreclama .on is iving a new

dimension the rnage of the sun setting over ni a
Bay. Perhap it's t yet too late to stop th madness.

*
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THE Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) ex-
pressed itS lP'atitude for
Ithe AustralIan govern-
ment/s continued sup-
port of the professional
aevelopment of its work-
force through the con-
duct of a tree planting=at the La Mesa

atershed Reserve
,

At present, the scholar-
S:fPs and training spon-
s ed by the Australian

emment haveproducedg postgraduate degree
holders (five PhDs ana 55
m~teral de~ees), includ-
in 100participants in for-
ei and local training.

The scholarship and
training programs offered
cover areas such as human
resource management and
development, geographic

(LMWR) in Q~ezon City-
recently.

Analiza Rebuelta-Teh,
DENR Undersecretary for
Finance, Information Sys-
tems and Climate Change,
said that it is only fitting
that the Australian gov-
ernment must begiven due
reco~tion sincethe schol-
arships it granted have
helped shape Filipino
scholars into becoming in-
novators, especially in for-
mulating policies on con-
servation and sustainable

information science, natu-
ral hazards, marine science,
mineral resources, remote
sensing,groundwater man-
agement, environmental
law, public policy, and
public administration.

For herJart, Ambassa-
dor Yu sai the event un-
derscoresthe twocountries'
mutual prioritieson climate
action, stressing that the
tree .planting activity
brought attention to the
important issue of environ-
mental challenges.

She added that the ac-
tivity "catches what is so·
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use O~fthe country's natu-
ral re urces.

Te and Australian
Amba ador to the Phil-
ippin Hae Kyong Yu to-
gether with the over 100
DENR employees, have
plante some 100 two-
year-ol Narra saplings
within the two-hectare
LMWR Arboretum Park
maintai ed by tile DENR-
Natio Capital Region.

Key fficials from oth-
er gov rnment agencies
and th Philippine-A 6-

wonderful and fantastic
about tlie Australian-Phil-
ippine relationship" as it
likewisecelebrated Austra-
lian Day;and World Envi-
ronmentM Education Day
on Jan. ~6.

"A=e friends, part-
ners, an in fact,neighbors
inthis on,weknowwhat
it means to celebrate," she
said.

Amba dor Yu further
disclosed that the Austra-
lian Gov rnment has in-
vested AU$18 million
through the SHIELD
(Strength ning Institutions

and Empow ring Locali-
ti ~gatnst isasters and
em ate Cinge) 'rgra:j e to h lp the
vublerable pr vinces L th
P . ippines al witl di
sasters that e drive y
climate chan e.

,]!Jle La M Water ed
Reserve has a total ar of
2,65.1 hectar around 75
percent of w ch is wa er-
sh and 25 rcent is
sin area.

TJIti:!DENR
tat approxi
hectares of for
in the reserve.

\.--'---
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All our efforts to achieve
- econo icgrowth and ere-
. ate walth will amount to

"nothing ifwe ave behind deplet-
: ed resources nd a damaged envi-
.ronment for f ture generations.

I In fact, we are already feeling
the effects of his: climate change

I is taking its 011 on the world's
most vulnera lc' countries, and,
within those ountries, the most
vulnerable ommunities. In
terms of pl tic pollution, the
Philippines l the third-largest
contributor to plastic waste
worldwide.

Indeed, development is not
genuine if it is not sustainable.

The Stratbase ADR Institute
and Philippine Business for Envi-
ronmental Stewardship (PBEST)
held a roundtable discussion on
Feb. 23 entitled "The Philippine
Circular Economy Agenda: lnte-
grating Sustainable and Strategic
Waste Management Systems."
Experts from the government,
business, and civil society joined
us to help shed light on the issue
of cooperation towardssolutions
to this end .

Department. of Environment
and Natural Resources .(DENR)
Undersecretary Carlos Primo
David said that the common un-
derstanding of "sustainahility"
is thai' it is a precarious balance
between economic development
and environmental protection.
But there is a third aspect, he said:
social welfare. Waste to energy is

. not just an environmental issue
but a social one, and solutions to
this end must be part of an inte-
grated strategy for the good of all.

The mitigation hierarchy that
is common in climate change
issues may also very well apply
to solid waste, he said. ' It starts
with avoidance, then reduction of
Impact, then rehabilitation, then

I offsetting."
The implementing rules and

regulations of the Extended Pro-
ducer Responsibility Ac of 2022
was signed last month oy DENR
Secretary Maria Antonlia Yulo-
Loyzaga. They are required to
implement their own ~xtended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)
programs to process plaYic pack-
aging waste for Jrecyclin~and re-
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instead of discarding them in
dfills and to prevent its leakage
o the environment, especially
waterways. The law requires

e terprises to offset their plastic
p ckaging footprint by 20-80%
b inning this year until 2028.

But while the law is ~ood; it is
it implementation that would
sp 11 the success or failure of the
pr gram, Mr. David said. "For
o r part at the DENR, we hope
to make the EPR procedures as
st aightforward as possible, with
le s paperwork, and focus first
o the registration of all plastic
pr ducers," ,

The Director of the Environ-
m ntal Management Bureau,
Gi bert Gonzales, said that the
S,1 ft from linear (take-make-
se l-use-waste) to the circular
ec nomy is indeed transforma-
ti e. The circular model yields
gr ater benefits including eco-
no ic growth and sustainabil-
it more equally shared benefits
an a more sustairiable relation-
slj. p with nature.

Nazrin Castro, Branc
ager of The Climate
Project Philippines, said circ -
lar economy aligns well w th the
global and national age da on
climate -resilience and s stain-
able growth.

She said the Philippin
top contributor to plastic
next only to Indonesia and
but they are also looking
tics from a carbon-emissi n a 1
global-warming perspectiv .

"Shifting to a circular ec no y
is a pathway that can help a dre s
our addiction and depende ce on
plastics which is aggravati g the
climate crisis as well," she sid.

Carlo Chen-Delantar, piq-I
neer of Circular Economy from
the -Ellen Mac.Ar thur Founda-
tion Philippines, said ~at i
implementing the EPR la -wh t
are important are localizi g t e
program, understandin tile
supply chain, understanding the
industrial symbiosis, and ap-
preciating how each step n t e
value chain works.

and products. The survey was
conducted between Nov. 27 and
Dec. llast ~ear. The findings were
presented by Pulse Asia President
Ronald Holmes.

"The message is clear," Mr.
Holmes s~id. "Filipinos know that
there are certain things that are
happening in the country that
require us to be more socially
conscious. The question now is
whether industries or firms will
be able to eater to this preference."

In adopting a circular econo-
my, the government plays a key
role in creating and-implement-
ing policy, including providing
incentives to occasion certain
behavior The private sector

ntributes through its invest-
ments and programs that enable
circular business models. Some
large-scale enterprises have
taken the challenge, thus creating
jobs, new revenue streams, and
sustained livelihood for Filipinos
especially in the waste manage-
ment industry. After all, while
companies need to be efficient

Alexand • r" Cabr er a, vir e-
president of the Management As-
sociation of the Philippines, said
the government 'must prov de
incentives and impose taxes 0 a
business to address the country's
waste problem.

"There mu st be an incent ve
integrated in the EPR or supple

: ment to it when collecting y rur
plastic or repackaging in order
for your products t~ be more
environment friendly. Mean-
while, the compulsion of tax' g
end-of-life plastic use will force
people to reinvent their packa g-
ing because they dori't want to
pay tax. It's [lot a q estion f
whether it can be do e or not
it's a questicr of political will,
Mi. Cabrera Solid.

What I found most heartening
during the forum was the release
of a survey conducted by Pulse
Asia, commiss ioned by Stratbase,
saying that 8:3% of Filipinos p e
fer to patro nize products and

. services of brands that have e n
~m~!_Eriendly ope ratio s

in their pro ess ~ to maximize
profi t, they must] consider the
impact of th ir 0 ~ratio~s on ~h:
environme t. e~mwhlle, civil
society must kee watch and hold
the govern ent nd the private
sector acco ntfl-. l,f for their ac-
tion - or in tio l .

E~viron ental stewardship is
one of the ke advocacies ofStrat-
base and P EST. Everyone of
us, not just he government, has
the responsi iHty to ensure that
the resourc s we enjoy are used
productivel and prudently not
just for our elves but for future
generations We do not own the
resources, w are ut its stewards,
and so we u~t ct responsibly
and consid rately not only' for
ourselves b t, m st importantly,
for our chi dre and our chil-
dren's child

VICTOR ANDRES
"DIN DO" C. MAN HIT

's the president of the
s tbase ADR Institute.
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LAST week, old infographic resurfaced
again on ou local social media landscape,

The photo wit the title, "Highest Ocean
Plastic Waste olluters." shows an earth
covered in plas .c waste, demonstrating the
percentage of hich country produced the
most plastic Was e. The Philippines was erro-
neously shown t be the biggest plastic waste
polluter with 35 ,371 metric tons while the
rest of the world as shown to b~ responsible
for 176,012 MT. ther top polluting countries
included India, ~alaYSia, China, Ipdonesia,
ete. This mislea ing and damaging info-
graphic was base on a 2015 report by a US
organization call d Ocean Conservancy, The
group pUbliShedJn apology seven year,s later.

Before I go on bout how this report was so
harmful to theAsi countries mentioned, I must
say that we do ha e a problem with single-use
plastic waste diSPOtboth on an individual and
municipal level B t so does every country on
this earth. The Uni ed Nations keeps telling us
that the planet is oking on plastic. The World
Economic Forum f~recasts the consumption of
plastic to skyrocket om 460 million tonnes in
2019 to 1,231 milli tonnes in 2060.

In the Philippin s, despite the ban on fue

use of single-use plastics in vario s loc gov-
ernrnents, they are still being sold. remember
how quickly Makati pivoted to equire all
retailers to use brown paper bag instead of
"sando" 'plastic bags. Yet in the sa e grocery
store, rolls of single-use plastics including
sando bags were being sold. We n do a lot
better by reducing our consumptio of plastic
bags and teaching our children a di pose .
of their trash properly. In Canada, kids were
taught.t~'p-ut their dry tras~ in th if pockets
or bags. To this day, I automaticall crumple
my gum wrappers or dry tissues an put them .
in IPYpocket until I find. a proper r ceptade.

This "blame the Philippines for lastic gar-
bage" infographic not only continu to do us
harm, it passes the buck to developing countries.
It has ignored the policies and pro ams the
Philippines and other Asian countries ave set to
sed! solutions to the garbage problem. e report

I
I
I

ay
ignored the role of countries in the G obal North
where most of the plastic was e was roduced to
begin with. Much of the data pub shed about
waste generation does not take into consider-
ation the source or production of w ste.

In this day and age of environmental green-
washing buzzwords like "zero waste" big com-
panies that produce pop colas and shampoos
continue to make it more accessible for a large
part of th e poorer population to " GIvesmall
quantities in sachets and mini bottles. Have you
seen the palm-sized Coke bottles? ThISall seems
counter-producti ve to the global effort 0 reduce
plastic consumption. Yetthe Global orth isn't
held accountable for propagating his mass
consumption of plastics in the Global South.

The Ocean Conservancy's rescind rl report
backed measures for waste-to-energ ndnera-
tion which led to some reactive policies weaken-
ing the ban on incineration. An apo gy seven
years later seems a little too late. An despite
their takedown of links and all rei rence to
the original report, the damaging info graphics
continue to recirculate on the interne. In this
case, the misinformation, disinformanon, and
false narratives don'tgo away, they keep coming
back. Just like plastic-They never really go away.
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oil in drainaMagalo g: Don't dump use
residents' that food establish-
ments at Burnham Park across the
Bayanihan building are allegedly
using the cover of the night to
dump used oil in the city's drain-
age system.

"These establishments usually
serve grilled chicken or 'lechon
manok' to their customers," he said.

Magalong said he has tasked
City Environment and Parks Man-
agement Office Officer in Charge
Engr. Marivic Empizo to meet with

d owners of the
nts in the area

and remind the that it is illegal
to dump us oil in public canals.

"I will no hesitate to have all
the establis ments in that area
closed if th continue to dump
their used oi irresponsibly even if
it is during e ity's Panagbenga
celebration. Th have already
been given epe ted warnings, H

Magalqng stressed.
Empizo, ean hile, disclosed

that her office has alre dy warned
all food establishrnen in the city
against dumping grease tnd used oil
in canals and Wa . covered
by Republic Act 6969 o the 'Toxic
Substances and Haz .dous and
NuclearWasteCo trol of1990.*

'The presence )f gre <> deposits
::n drainage pip s is ( ne of the
determined causes 0 clogging
of water passage' rays t lead to
Hooding of streets," she aid.

G BYKEITH

BAGUIO CITY: Mayor Benja in Maga-
long has issued a stern aming to
business establishments against the
indiscriminate dumping 9fused oil.

"If you continue to throw your
used oil in drainages a d canals,
I will not hesitate to re ke your
business licenses," he said.

During the regular f1anage-
ment committee meeting of local
officials at City Hall on Tuesday,
February 28, the mayor said he has
received reports from cdncerned
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OFF ORIENTAL
its engine overheated
straining against the str ng
waves around 2 a.m. at Balin a-
wan Point in Tablas Strait ntr
Naujan and the island provi ce
of Marinduque. It descri d
the condition of the vessel as.
"half-submerged."

The tanker, according to t e
peG, came from Limay, Ba a-
an, and was on its way to no 10
province with 20 crew me -
bers. It is operated by RDCR i-
eld Marine Services Inc.

dispatc ed to provide neces-
sary as istance.

In 5:30 p.m. update on its
Facebo k page, the PCGsaid that
during its aerial surveillance,
"the A iation Force sighted a
suspect d oil spill with an esti-
mated rea of 5-kilometer-long
and 50 -meter-wide near MT
Princes Empress."

The CG said it was work-
ing to c ntain spilled diesel fuel
that wa "not part of the indus-
trial oil el cargo."

An oil spill boom will be d -
ployed "to contain the spillage, '
it said.

Another accident
Geroleo said a barge also ra

agroundin the waters off Nau
jan early Monday in a phone in
terview Tuesday.

He said the barge also en
countered engine trouble as i
neared Mag-Asawang Tubi
River in Barangay San Antonio.

"The Coast Guard can't get
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closer yet because of strong
waves and the bad weather
due to northeast monsoon," he
said.

"We were told it (barge) is
an empty one (no cargo) bound
for Baseco in Manila from
Gagayan de Oro, The Coast
Guard had contact with the
~aster of the barge and was
told that there are also about
20 crew [in the barge]," Geroleo
a ded. -WITH A REPClllT FROM FRAN-

C:ESMANGOSING INQ~~ ---- .~--
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Oil lankerm:Y~:rg::~8~il:='--------
Ii.ro ng langis lumu o.

. sa bahagi ng Romb on
ISANG oil tanker na may kargang 800,000 litro g mddstrial

fuel oil a~g lumubogmalapit sa isla ng Tablas,Rom Ion.
Sa ula, 2:00 ng madaling araw nitong Martes ngYji' ang

paglubo ng MT Princess Empress dahil sa malakas na pa~am-
pas ng al n. .

Ayon sa.manager ng Batangas Port na siDr. Josel] 0 SiI;lXocruz,
'maswertengnailigtasang 20 tripulantenglulannito ama a ang
k~Pitan~' barko sa tulong ng napadaang fo~eignve sel sa asa-
bmglug _ . .

HAngt ipulante nailigtas lahat, 20 katao kasama yung kapi-
tan," ay~o ay Sinocruz. • ~

Ang t er, na patungo sa Iloilo, may dalang 800 000 i 0 ng
industrial zed fuel oil, sabi ni Sinocruz, mula sa im orrn1s ong
galing sa apitan ng MT Princess Empress.
, Sinabi ni Sinocruz na wala pa silang natatanggap na impor-'.
masyon kungnagkaroon ng oil spill, ngunit nai-reporl na ang insi-
dente sa Philippine Coast Guard para sa kaukulang syon.

(Jocelyn omenden)
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IL CAPSIZES OFF MI

Amotor tanker loa ed with
00,000 liters of in l1str~al
'1 sank after encou terililg
gine trouble and sp rked oil
ill concerns in the~vicinity

aters off Naujan, riental
indoro yesterday.
A report from the Philippine
ast Guard (PCG) slaid MT
incess Empress departed

om Bataan en route ~o Iloilo
ith 20 crew members when

engine overheated around

2 a.m.
"It then drifted towards the

vicinity waters ofi'Balinga an
Point due to rough ea
conditions until it bec me
half-submerged," the CG
report stated.

Meanwhile, MV Efe , a
foreign vessel, rescued all he
crew members who were all
deemed to be in good phys cal
condition, the report note .

The PCGsaid it deployed RP
Melchora Aquino (MRRV-9 02
and personnel of Coast Gu rd

••
0 0 0 0 0
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ORO
District Southern Taga og to
assess the vicinity wate s "for
possible traces of an oil spill."

The Coast Guard Aviation
Force also dispatch d an
airbus helicopter for erial
surveillance.

MT Pr in c es s Empress'
agent, Argie Oicanto, totd the
PCGthat they w:ill depl?iY two
tugboats with I) il spill qoom,
which is used to contam oil
spill, to monito r the motor
tanker and respond to any
eventuality.

11.
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H sends t~a1l1to verify amebiasis
outbreak ill San Carios City

[~
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GERARD NAVAL to verify this event," said Vergeire
She said the deployment is part

of the national government'si e
forts to confirm if the situati
warrants such a declaration fro
the local government unit (LGU;l.

''We have a policy that stat9s
that the LGU has to ,go throU$
the DOH to seek guidance and £ r
us to verify the event before th
can declare a state of calamity r
emergency," she explained.

'i\Jl LGUs have to comply with
these policies since this is based 0
law.We are just verifying the cas
right now," added Vergeire.

She noted that based on their
initial data, only 60 percent of
the 189 reported cases have been
confirmed as amebiasis.

AlMOST aweek after the localgov-
ernmen~ declared a state of health
emerge~cy in San Carlos City, the
Department of Health (DOH) is
sending a team of epidemiologists
to Ne~s Occidental to verify the
reported outbreak in amebiasiscises.

In a press conference, HeaIth
Undersecretary Maria Rosario Ver-
geire said the DOH-Epidemiology
Bureau is deploying a team to
help ther· regional health office in
verifyinj the surging number of
amebias s cases in San Carlos City.

"We re sending a team here
from th Epidemiology Bureau to
go to Region 6 to help our Regional

["'" SurveillanceUntt

feeling of sickness in the stomach)
and weight loss.

Vergeire said amebiasis is usually
transmitted via a contaminated
source of water supply.

She said this explains why they
have begun discussions with other
concerned government agencies,
such as the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR), regarding the source of
water supply in the city.

"To the communities, it is better
to boil your drinking water if you
are not sure if your water supply.
is clean and safe," Vergeire said.

She said they have also activated
their local health units in the area
to help attend to suspected cases
of amoebiasis

"Cases started going up this
, ebruary in San Carlos City. They
currently have 189 cases. The pre-
"ious year, they had zero cases of
mebiasis," she said.

"They have 189 cases today, but
those found positive for amebiasis
{irearound 60 percent only. Others
tested negative or positive for e.
coli or other organisms based on
tests done," she added.

Last week, San Carlos City Mayor
Renato Gustilo issued an executive
order declaringa stateof health emer-
gencyin the areadue to the increasing
number of reported amebiasiscases.

Amebiasis is an infection of
tlheintestines cause~ by a paqasitic
amoeba, and its symptoms are diar-
rhea (loose stool/poop), nau ea (a
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INMSAHAN na sa pagsisimula ng buwan ng Ma a ay~e-
deklara.na nn ng Philippine Atmospheric, Geoph ical',nd
Astronomical Services Administration oPAGASA a 9 ~a9si-
slmula ng summer season a panahon ng tag-init s bans~.

Ayon kay Dr. Sevilla David, Jr. Executive Direct r ng a-
tional Water Resources Board 0 NWRB, kailangan sirn an
ang pagtitipid sa paggamit ng tubig lalo na magsisi la pa la-
mang ang panahon ng tag-ini!. .

Mula alas-onse ng tanghali hanggang pasado al s-tres ng
hapon ay talaga namang damang-dama natin ang pa ahon ng
tag-init sa ating bansa.

Kung titignan natin ang ulat ng PAGASA inilabas ong ika-
21 ng Pebrero (6:00AM), bumaba na sa 211.06 mete ang le-
vel ng lubig sa Angat Dam. Maituturing malaas parin hg Ie el
np tubig sa Angat Dam dahil ang Minimum Operati 9 W ter
Level (MOWL) ng Angat dam ay nasa 180 meters.

Ang mahalaga sa panahon ng tag-init ang pag-in m ng
pat na tubig araw-araw up\lng mapanatili nating m luso at
~alakas ang ating katawan 0 ngayon.

Kung akala ng marami a sa mga 'ber months la'\'1ng
dumarami ang tinatamaan og karamdaman dulot ng,alal]1ig
na panahon, aba, marami rin ang nagkakaroon ng m a sumu-
sunod na sakit sa panahon ng tag-in it, kabilang ang ga sakit
na Asthma attack; Chickenpox; Influenza; Food p isoning;
Measles; Mumps; Rabies; Skin conditions; Conju ctiviti 0
s~re eyes; at Hyperthermia a over heating body.

Kapag ganitong lubhang mainit ang panahon, ula t'\tlo
hanggang limang beses naliligo ang maraming Filipi o. Pero
a~g tanong ng marami, sasapat pa ba ang tubig sa etrq ~a-
nila ngayong nasa buwan ng Pebrero pa lamang tay at m k-
hang matagal pa papasok ang tag-ulan?

Huwag tayong mag-aalala dahil kahit higit dalawa 9 beses
tayong maligo sa isang araw, ang pagtitiyak ni Dr. evillo D.
David Jr., Executive Director ng National Water R sources
Board.o NWRB ay sapat ang tubig hanggang sa dum. ting aflg
ta -ulan,
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TITlE: PAGE-Fish~ngboat seized over il egal
sand quarrying in Basil n

The PhiliPPinicoast Guard (PCG) Station Isabela, he fishing boat
said yesterday t has confiscated violated Section 7 of I~abela City
a fishing boat from a group of Ordinance No. -148 (quarrying
fishermen alle edly engaged in of the marine bitat],' the PCG
illegalsand quarrying offMalamawi stated. ·1
Island in Isabela City,Basilan. Illegal sand arrylng raises

The PCGsai~ the fishing boat various environ en\iljLconcerns
"Under Wate " was carrying suchasdamaget lanms,capewhich
four fisherme led by its owner, leads to soil eros on.
Hassan Adjal, when they were Adjaland his t ee cdmpanions,
allegedly caug~ by officials while whose identities ere lf1p't divulged,
conducting ille al sand quarrying were turned 0 r to ~he Isabela
in the vicinity aters of Barangay City Agricultu ist Office "for
Marang-Marang last Feb.28. further investi arion," (Martin

"According to the Coast Guard Sadongdong)
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Hold rich
s . Imee Marcos has r ed the na-
tio al government fo take a more
ag ressive stance -in the next Con-
fe.r nee of the Parties to ~e Unite4
Na ions Framework Corihntion tq
Cli ate Change. ,

arcos, who chairs the Stfn,ateCOD;1-
mi ee on Foreign Relati~1' ~said it is

~

. to hold theindustrializf:dna.tions
ac untableforpreviouscory.tributions
to obal warming, given that the con-
tri]» tion of the Philippines is very
mir scule.

l' ere have been too many pledges
and 00little action ..But there are atleast
two new grounds for optimism. the
C 27 discussion, at last, of their debt
to vulnerable developink world's
'loss d damage' as'well a~s Presi-
d t oe Biden's climate cat -up law,
the ation Reduction Act;' she said.

e Cross Dependency itiativs
rece tlyreported that17 provinces in
,the c unry were among th top,!OO
.area in the world that are st vul-

nerable to the growing d structive
power of climate change.

These provinces include
tal Mindoro, Oriental Mind
gasinan, Ilocos Sur, Easte
Zambales, Aurora, Northe Sa
Cagayan,SurigaodelSur,N eva
ja, Tarlac, Sulu, Leyte, r p
Samar, and Southern Leyte.

It has long been establish d, ar-
cos said, that island nations like the
Philippines suffer the most fr m asso-
ciated damage from climan chm;tge
such as rising sea levels, pr longed
droughts, and stronger typh ons.

"On Our part, the national overn-
ment can continue to promot efforts
to reduce the carbon footpri t of the
Philippines through a shift to renew-
ables and other low-carbon te hnolo-
gres, promoting energy conse ati n,
and promoting mass transp rtati n
through railways. For the L Us, ip_
vestment for resiliency progra swtll
be critical," she added.
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. Climate ~::hangeCOmmissioner Al-
bert dela Cruz recently called for the
private sector to parti(l:ipate in anme-
diate climate action by supporting the
CC programs such as tree planting
activities and adopting the just tran-
sition of landfills to waste-to-energy
technologies.

"We, in the Climate Change Com-
missiori.,havl~ been given themandate
to formularq and issue national poli-
cies that would, support the Marcos
administra tion's advocacy of protect-
ingourplantjtandadoptingam tiga-
tionand adaptation strategy to achieve
resiliency to climate change," Dela
Cruz said.

As one of the policy-making bodies
ofgovemment,CCCistasked tocoor-
dinate, mom ):rand evaluate govern-
ment programs and ensure main-
streaming of climate change in na ion-
al, local and sectoral development
plans towards a climate-resilient and
climate-smart Philippines.

~~---



~~ ~;~;~m'o,
NITlATlVES

ERVleE

TITlE: PAGE
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING I
On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTASSESSMENT (EIA) REPORT of the prepased ( oto Chromite Project of
Consolidated Mines, Inc. located in Sitio Cote, Barangay Taltal, Masinfoc, Zajnbales
Notice is h~y given to all parties who wish to giVetheir opinion regarding th im~e en,"'on of the proposed
Coto Chrornije Project to aUendPublic Heanng that is scheduled as follows:

Date, Time I Ven~ -.
i 9:00 AM Dfarm & Par!<, m 3"iljJoganon MaSinIce. -

09 March 2023 I (Registration starts a18:30 AM) Za~iJJ

This Publio Heanng is be;,g conducted in connection with the Con.olid, ed MII)&', Inc. application for
Environments! Compliance Certificate (ECC). The Environmental lmpect Stater)"nl (EIS) of the aforementioned
project is being reviewed by the Envuonmenlal Management Bureau (EMB) 0 the Department of Envuonment
and Na!ural Resouroes (OENR).
The followi~ is the project information: I
Proponent Consolidaled Mines, Inc. ,
Project Nam. Colo Chromite Project
Pr!1.i.ectLocation SiUoCOla, Baranaav Taltal, Masinloc, Zambalas ,

Componerits UG Mine Area (APSA No. Fine Plan! Facilities Vibra~'f-l,Screens Classifier,
000409-11I within ZMCR-Lower Vibrating Screens ( assif••~rlOydone, Cyclones,
Western Orebody) Yuda Jig Reiche Sjjra Humprey Spwal,

Product Storace Bin )
UG Mme Faco"lies (Field Office,
Wor1<shop,Air Compressor
Building, Generators Building,
HOistRoom BUilding, Sand
Cement Plant)

Campsites (Coto c.tnp Residential Areas, Staff
House, Staff Mess, ospital, Towers, Elemenlary
Schools, cote High f;chool Annex, Recreationa
Facdities]

&plosive Magazine AdminIStrative Facoli 1<>5 (Warehouse, Accounting
Office, Personnel C ICe, MechanicallElectncaJ
OffICe/Shop, Mecha icallElectrical Office/Shop,
Molor POOl.Carpen Shop, Fabrication Shop,
Core house) I

Tramline Airstrip
ZMCR Loading Station Helipad
Haul Roads and Access Roads Power and Waler Sot rce
MillIProcessing Plant Pollution Control ~tructu~S/Facillties and

Devices
Rationale The project aims 10produce 87,900 MT of cnromlte conee Irate arjd 10.000 MT of

lumpy ore annually, using underground mining methods. T e ou!pili will be domeslic
and foreign, particularly in melal foundries and other refrac pry uses. Export prices of
Phihooine cnrom,te have been increasing, followino the Ire d of wor1donces.

Are. 745 53 hectares

All interested parties who vMh to attend or participate In thiS Public Heann ShOUI~preferably confinn
their attendanoelpartJcipation and may give their opmionts] ;, • COI1ClSeposI on pal1er submnted 10 the
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DIVISION (E AMD) df this Office through
email oreia@embgov.ph. three (3) days before the Public Hearing schedule T JOSe wlJo cannot register or
submit wntten positions may be given the opportunity to share their issues on the d Y of the hearmg.
The proJect'sEIS and Executive Summary for the Pubhe is downloadable at our 'tebsi1e: ~elaemb.gOvph
(kindly access the Notice of Public Hearing/Consultabon link found on our website) hile COpieswiUbe aV81able
in the following ¢lices:
EMB Region III Barangay T Ital Hall
Masinop CornOf Mata/lno St., Diosdado Macapagal Govemment Barangay T , MaSlnloc, Zambales
Center, Mairnpis, San Fernando City, Pampanga
Tel No. (045) 963-3623
Masinloe Munioipal Hal!
Masinloc, Zaml!ale.
For more data,ls, please contact the EIAM OMSlonat thiSOffice at telephone num (02) 8539 4378 Ioca 1 6
and look for the prOjectcase handler Engr. Joel G. Polintan or at thISemalL jOelllltan@lemb.gov.ph

/£0r£
. Protect the environment ... Protect life... r

( '-Fell 2erdMar.012023)
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