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4 tarantulas seized 

on shipment to Seoul 
CUSTOMS agents at the Ninoy Aqui­
no International Airport (NAIA) 
have intercepted a shipment of four 
tarantulas bound for South Korea. 

Personnel of the Customs X-ray In­
spection Project (XIP) under lawyer 
Ma. LourdesMangaoangscannedthe 
parcel at the Central Mail Exchange 
Center in Pasay City and detected 
suspicious images which turned out 
to be spiders. 

"Through the intensified screen­
ing of XIP operatives, the parcel was 
tagged as suspiciously containing il­
legal goods based on the generated 
images," the BI agents said. 

The package was subsequently ex­
amined in coordination with agents 
from the Enforcement and Security 
Service - Environmental Protection 
and Compliance Division and De­
partment of Environment and Natu­
ral Resources detailed in NAIA. 

' 'As per examiners findings, it 
contains four heads of tarantulas in 
violation of Republic Act 9147 or the 
Wildlife Resources Conservation and 
Protection Act," the BI said in a report .. 

Joel E. Zurbano 
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A breakthrough for the p anet 
THE new High Seas Treaty, set to be adopted 

by the United Nations today, Philippine time, 
contains landmark tools for the conservation and 

management of international waters. 

It stipulates that environmental impact 
assessments must b.e completed before any 
new exploitation of marine resources in 
areas beyond national jurisdictions. 

It also features provisions to allow for the 
equitable sharing of knowledge, technologies 
and benefits from marine genetic resources. 

Experts are agreed that almost two-thirds 
of the planet's surface is ocean and the seas 
make up 95 percent of the Earth's total 
habitat by volume. 

But, orily I percent of the high seas has, 
up until now, been under any protection 
protocol and just 39 percent of the ocean falls 
under the national jurisdiction of individual 
countries. 

After years of negotiations, Member 
States of the United Nations have agreed 
on the High Seas Treaty to protect oceans 
of the world that lie outside national 
borders, which cover round 69 percent of 
the world's oceans, ensuring the protection 
and sustainable use of marine biodiversity of 
areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

Interesting to note that the first 
international agreement to protect the 
world's oceans aims to create "international 
parks" in the high seas. 

,, The new High 
Seas Treaty features 
provisions to allow 
for the equitable 
sharing of knowledge, 
technologies and 
benefits from marine 
genetic resourcesll 

The United Nations High Seas Treaty 
is a legally binding instrument on the 
conservation and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity in areas beyond national 
jurisdiction. 

Experts have said ocean ecosystems create 
half the oxygen humans breathe and limit 
global warming by absorbing much of the 
carbon dioxide emitted by human activities. 

Once adopted today, the UN treaty will go 
into force 120 days after' 60 countries have 

ratified it. 
In March this year, the president of the final 

Session of the Intergovernmental Conference 
on an agreement under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea aptly said 
"the ship has reached the shore." 

Ambassador Antonio Lagdameo, 
Philippine Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, lauded the conclusion of the 
negotiations. 

"As an archipelagic state situated in 
the center of marine biodiversity, the 
Philippines places high importance in the 
BBNJ Agreement, which sets a framework 
for the conservation and sustainable use of 
marine biological diversity of areas beyond 
national jurisdiction; the sharing of benefits 
of marine genetic resources; and enhanced 
international cooperation," he said. 

The High Seas Treaty, as the BBNJ 
(Marine Biodiversity of Areas Beyond 
National Jurisdiction) is alternatively 
referred to, is a legally binding instrument 
under the UN Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

It provides a strong overall policy 
framework for the oceans, which to date 
have suffered from a siloed approach to 
ocean management and significant under­
funding. 

Lagdameo said: "This is a milestone in the 
global efforts to address the unprecedented 
pressures facing the world's oceans. 

"The early ratification, entry into force·, 
and effective implementation of the BBNJ 
Agreement should be a priority." 
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A spiritual 'solution' to·plastic· pol lutio·n 
By Margo C. Enriquez 
@lnq_Lifestyle 

T
he Philippines Is ranked 
as the world's third larg­
est source of plastic trash 
in the oceans. The rising 

consumer demand, che sachet 
or tlngi lifestyle and economic 
growth have fed the plastic pol­
lut ion. To check the alarming 
situation. hotels have switched 
to biodegradable straws and 
glass bottles for water; some 
vendors have reverted to paper 
bags, and groceries encourage 
shoppers to bring their own 
bags or buy eco-bags. Recent­
ly, the new Extended Produc­
er Responsibility law requires 
plastic packaging producers to 
pay the costs of plastic waste 
management. 

Bue can these measures re­
duce plastic pollution in the 
country? 

Since the crisis is a manifes­
tation of materialism and grati­
fication. the answer begins witb 
the right mindset, "How can 
r live my life in a way that al­
lows me to be respectful to the 
environment?" asked United 
Kingdom-based lecturer Manda 

'When you have something and you w aste it, it won't be there when you need it' 

Patel "Spiritual soluTion is the 
solution. This energy- this vi• 
bratian- will serve us." 

Patel vis ited the Philippines 
recently to speak at the World 
Environment Day program at 
the Brahma Kumaris Center fo r 
Spiritual Leaming In Tagaytay. 
Brahma Kumaris is an inter­
national nondenominational, 
nongovernmental organization 
dedicated to personal growth 
and world change through 
meditation, 

Inevitable 
She said the usage of plas­

tic Is Inevitable especially in 
a consumer-driven society 
where many affordable and us­
er-friendly products are pack­
aged In plastic. She admitted 
that her uniform whi te sari is 
made of polyester. This syn­
thetic fabric is cheap, takes less 
time to iron and Is Ideal for 
travel, unlike cotton which is 
pricier and requires starching. 
Polyester is made of polyeth­
ylene tctephthalate (PET), the 
same material used In bottles 
and containers. 

"In the past 50 yeats, our 
lives have become intense. Why 

♦ 

Manda Patel - OJIIVHGARA 

do we have this perception that 
lime is moving fast? We are 
trying to do so much in a short 
space of time. Technology and 
(scientific) advancements have 
sped up, such that we t ry to 
chase the pace. We then cre­
ate stress and tension for our• 
selves. Then we seek to be com-

farted in a physical way instead 
of addressing the speed of time 
and technology," she said. 

Although the individual 
runs after technology, success, 
money, power and position. 
one feels empty of peace, love, 
joy and the beauty or lire, Patel 
noted. ' Instead of going Inside 
of ourselves, we look for th ings 
to make the body feel comfort­
able instead of seeking to com­
fort the heart, our emotional, 
physical and spiritual well-be· 
ing, • she said. •My inner world 
becomes a small place when I 
become self-centered,• 

Patel said one needs to be 
more aware of what Nature has 
been doing for us. Likewise one 
must be aware how thoughts, 
des ires, expectations and ac· 
tions affect the world. 

•we have become too clev­
er for our own good. Our clev­
erness manifests in the ego of 
who we are, what we are, and 
how much we have achieved. 
Ego can deceive and deplete 
us," she said. 

Nature, including the body, 
is comprised of earth, water, 
fire, air and ether. These five el· 
ements have Been big-hearted· 

ly serving humanity by making 
us happy and safe. The lecturer 
pointed out that the generosity 
or nature and the seed of human 
existence stem from the Divine, 
the Supreme Being or God. 

Benevolence 
"Everything in Nature Is In· 

fosed with benevolence. Do I 
see that aspect and use Nature 
with respect?" she asked. 

Patel quoted Mahatma Gand­
hi, leader of India's nonviolent 
Independence m~ment. as 
saying, "Earth provides enough 
to satisfy every man"s needs, but 
not every man's greed.• 

"Our anger and ego make 
us abuse Nature. Wasting food 
creates an account with the en· 
vironment," she said. 

Patel recommended slm· 
plifying one's lifestyle. People 
should buy only what they use, 
never in excess. There is a nat• 
ural law that works in any rela­
tionship, whether it is between 
people or the planet, that what­
ever energy we give out comes 
back to us. 

"When you have something 
and you waste it, it won't be 
there when you need it. Phys-

!cal resources will always run 
out if you use it carelessly,• she 
said. On the other hand, when 
you use something for the ben­
efit or people and the planet 
and when you give out positive 
vibrations, you will always be 
served by Nature. 

Patel shared that she tran­
sitioned into a vegan diet to 
reduce environmental im· 
pact. Studies have shown that 
a plant-based diet has half the 
water consumption of a con­
ventional meat diet. 

Yet despite efforts to clean 
up any pollution. humanity can 
only do so much in saving the 
planer. Patel pointed out that an 
important practice is express­
Ing gcatltude to Nature and the 
Supreme by preparing food ln 
peace. 

.. Since w~ eat to nourish the 
body and the soul, we source the 
food as naturally as possible. 
We prepare the food with love 
and remembrance of God. It is 
then offered in meditation to fill 
it with pure vibrations. There is 
this mindful consciousness that 
I'm feed ing myself with those 
loving vibrations." she said. 
-CONTIIIV1'tD INQ 
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Environment group urges gov't to 
expedite grant of incentives to EVs 
By AARON RECUENCO 

Environment group Pollution 
Control Association of the Philippines 
(PCAP) urged on Monday, June 19, the 
national government to speed up the 
grant of incentives mostly needed to 
mainstream electric vehicles. 

PCAP Vice President for External 
Affairs Jeremiah Dwight Sebastian 
emphasized the benefits of aggres­
sively pushing for the electric vehicles 
in the country, saying it would pave 
the way for less air pollution which 
translates to good public health. 

"The benefits of electric vehicles 
mean having less air pollution which 
means less sick people, and less need 
to go to the hospital,,, said Sebastian. 

"Electric vehicles are critical 
technology to push forward the 
'decarbonization ' effort since this 
will allow us to have a more flexible 
option in its energy source ... this can 
also minimize what I believe [is] a 
major issue of pollution in highly 
urbanized [communities]," he added. 

He explained that this is due to 
electric vehicles ' zero tailpipe emis-

sions which reduce carbon emissions 
and carbon footprints as compared to 
gasoline - powered cars. 

The Statista Research Department 
found that the Philippines ' transport 
sector in 2021 emitted 31.54 million 
tons of carbon dioxide. 

According to the American Lung 
Association, transitioning to electric 
vehicles will help save 110 ,000 lives, 
prevent 2.7 million childhood asthma 
attacks, and over $1.7 trillion in global 
climate benefits gained in the United 
States alone. 

The shift to electric vehicles is 
seen as one of the solutions that the 
government is implementing to de­
carbonize the Philippines and help 
weaken the effects of climate change. 

Earlier this year, Executive Order 
No. 12 series of 2023 was issued to 
mainstream the usage of electric ve­
hicles in the country along with the 
target of slashing the rate of carbon 
emissions caused by fueled-run ve­
hicles. 

Different types of electric vehicles 
received tax breaks except for thee­
motorcycles which are still subject to 

30 percent import duty, prompting 
several stakeholders in the electric 
vehicle industry to call for its revision. 

"Only more affluent Filipinos 
- indeed a limited segment of the 
population - can afford to buy 
four-wheel vehicles and hence enjoy 
these incentives ... This is why the 
government must make these tax 
incentives more inclusive," said Phil­
ippine Business for Environmental 
Stewardship Secretary General Felix 
Jose Vitangcol. 

Motorcycles move the majority 
of motorists in the country, record­
ing more than 7.81 million registered 
motorcycles in 2022, based on the 
study by Statista Research Depart­
ment. 

The Department of Energy (DOE} 
aims to roll out 2,454,200 electric 
vehicles, consisting of cars, tricycles, 
motorcycles, and buses, and· 65 ,000 
charging stations nationwide by 
2028. 

The revision of the EO12 to include· 
e-motorcycles is expected to acceler­
ate the country's full shift to electric 
vehicles. 

NO TO WASTE - Senator Cynthia Villar looks over the variety of recycled products during 
the openi ng of the Solid Waste Management Summit and Exhibit with the, theme, 'No to 
Waste: Advanc ing Circula r Economy to beat Plastic Pollution,' on Monday, June 19, 2023, 
held at Trinoma Mall, Quezon City. Sen. Villar shared insights on the importance of solid 
waste management. The exhibit also feature products and services that promote a circular 
econ omy. (Matk Balmores) 
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Further Angat water cut eyed 
The National Water Resources Board 

(NWRB) is eyeing the further reduction 
of water allocation for water conces­
sionaires servicing the National Capital 
Region (NCR) and nearby areas from 
Angat Dam in Bulacan, citing the threat 
of El Nino. 

NWRB Executive Director Sevilla 
David Jr. explained that the agency has to 
prepare for the worst-case scenario and 
this includes ensuring that there would 
be ample water supply at the time span 
of the dry spell. 

"Sa tingin po natin ay kailangan ng 
i-control na ang pagrerelease, para po 

mapangalagaan ang pangangailangan 
natin sa susunod na taon. Kung patuloy 
po na pagbaba ay baka po mag-alangan 
(We think that we need to control the 
release of water in Angat Dam, since we 
need to consider the future)," said David. 

He explained that keeping higher al­
location for Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System and its water con -
cessionaires may lead to depletion of wa­
ter supply from Angat Dam, especially 
that the water level in Angat Dam con -
tinues to decrease as there has been no 
rainfall in the past weeks to increase its 
water level. (Nicole Magmanlac) 
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Highest dip in Angat 
water level recorded 

_By BELLA CARIASO 

The Philippine At­
mospheric, Geophysi­
cal and Astronomical 
Services Administration 
(PAGASA) yesterday re­
corded the highest d;tily 

· drop in the water level 
of Angat Dam, from 
186.55 meters to 186.15 

meters or a decrease of 
at least 40 centimeters. 

As of 6 a.m. yesterday, 
the water at Angat Dam 
was only 6.15 meters 
higher than its minimum 
operating or critical level 
of 180 meters. 

The water ievel of 
Angat Dam continued to 

Turn to Page 4 

D 
LOWER 

Highest From Page1 
for Metro Manila consump­
tion as per protocol while 
irrigation and power genera­
tion water allocations w_ill be 
suspended. 

go down as the rains last week 
failed to improve its level. 

According to the state bu­
reau, the water level of Angat 
Dam is still 3.63 meters away 
from reaching its rule curve 
elevation of 182.52 meters or 
the level of the dam to be able 
to fulfill its functions. 

Ang at Dam ~ur plies more 
than 90 percent o Metro Ma­
nila's potable water needs 
and irrigates 25,000 hectares 
of farmlands in Bulacan and 
Pampanga. The National Wa­
ter Resources Board (NWRB) 
has extended until June 30, 
2023 the 52 cubic meters per 
second (ems) water allocation 
for Maynilad Water Services 
Inc. and Manila Water to pre­
vent rotational water interrup­
tion for more than one million 
connections. 

NWRB executive director 
Sevillo David Jr. said that based 
on the projection of PAGASA, 
another extension of the 52 ems 
water allocation for the two 
water concessionaires can no 
longer be accommodated. 

Based on projections, Angat 
Dam will not recover before 
yearend, especially during El 
Nino. 

On the other hand, the wa­
ter level of San Roque Dam in 
Pangasinan also dropped by 
six centimeters, ·from 235.25 
meters to 235.19 meters. 

The water level of Magat 
Dam in Isabela also decreased 
by 13 centimeters, from 168.10 
meters to 167.97-meters. 

Meanwhile, the water level 
of Pantabangan Dam in Nueva 
Ecija also dropped by seven 
centimeters, from 183.37 me­
ters to 183.30 meters. 

No cloud seeding 
Despite the receding water 

level, David said no cloud­
seeding operations were yet 
scheduled to help raise the 
water elevation of Angat 
Dam. 

He pointed out that if 
Angat Dam water elevation 
recedes below the minimum 
operating level of 180 meters, 
its water supply is prioritized 

Earlier, David explained 
that clouding-seeding for 
Angat Dam water resources is 
part of mitigating measures on 
the possible effects of El Nino. 

He added that the Met­
ropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System will discuss 
withPAGASAand the Bureau 
of Water and Soil Management 
regarding the cloud-seeding 
operation schedules. 

Inter-agency body 
Moves to create an inter­

agency body that wiH address 
tli.e looming water crisis in the 
country have gained ground at 
the House of Representatives 
following the panel approval 
of a bill proposing it. 

Before going on sine die 
adjournment on May 31, the 
House committee on pub­
lic works and highways ap­
proved the bill, which seeks 
to establish the body which 
will be tasked to propose, 
formulate, draft and direct the 
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implementation of a compre­
hensive master plan to solve 
the water shortage. 

The bill's author, Bulacan 
Rep. Lorna Silverio, said that 
over the past two decades, 
the country had experienced 
various water shortages, 
justifying the need to create 
the body. 

"Given the vital importance 
of water to the everyday lives, 
leaders of the nation should be 
alarmed and should act today 
to avert a devastating water 
shortage," she noted. 

Silverio added that even 
with the La Nina season, "when 
there is supposed to be an abun­
dance of water supply, the na­
tion, particularly the National 
Capital Region, experiences 
water shortages that adversely 
impact on communities and 
business operations." 

The lawmaker said the on­
set of EI Nino has worsened 
the situation, causing the tra­
ditional water sources to dry 
up and "limiting their capacity 
to supply the water needs of 
a continuously growing me­
tropolis." - With Ramon Efren 
Lazaro, Sheila Crisostomo 
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The forging of a new 
global financing pact 

THE World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
were both created at the 1944 Bretton Woods Conference, 
with complementary missions. The WB was established to 

help rebuild Europe and Japan after World War II. Its official name 
was the International Bank for Reconstruction and_Development. 
When it first began operations in 1946, it had 38 members. Today, 
most of the countries in the world are members. The IMF, on the 
other hand, ~as established to ensure the stability of the internation­
al monetary system. 

Currently, the World Bank Group works with developing countries to reduce 
poverty and increase shared prosperity, while the IMF serves to stabilize the 
international monetary system and acts as a monitor of the world's currencies. 

On Saturday, in an unusual move, United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres criticized the World Bank and the IMF for the "bias and injustice built 
into the current international financial architecture." Pressing for major changes in 
the two agencies, the UN chief described their response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
as a "glaring failure" that left .dozens of countries deeply indebted. 

From the Associated Press: "Guterres' criticism, in a recent paper, isn't the first 
time he's called for overhauling global financial institutions. But it is his most in­
depth analysis of their problems, cast in light of their response to the pandemic, 
which he called a 'stress test' for the organizations." 

The AP report quoted Guterres as saying the IM F's rules unfairly favor wealthy 
nations . "During the pandemic, the wealthy Group of Seven nations, with a popu­
lation of 772 million, received the equivalent of $280 billion from the IMF while 
the least developed countries, with a population of 1.1 billion, were allocated 
just over $8 billion. This was done according to the rules," Guterres said. This is 
"morally wrong". 

He called for major reforms that would strengthen the representation of de­
veloping countries on the boards of the IMF and World Bank, help countries re­
structure debts, change IMF quotas, and revamp the use of IMF funds . He also 
called for scaling up financing for economic development and tackling the impact 
of climate change. 

Maurice Kugler, a professor of public policy at George Mason University, told 
The Associated Press that the institutions' failure to help the neediest countries 
"reflects the persistence ofa top-down approach in which the World Bank president 
is a US national appointed by the US president and the IMF managing director is 
a European Union national appointed by the European Commission." 

Richard Gowan, the International Crisis Group's UN director, said there is a lot 
of frustration with the US and its European allies dominating decision-making, 
leaving African countries with only "a sliver of voting rights." Developing countries 
also complain that the bank's lending rules are weighted against them, he said. 

Guterres issued his comments ahead of meetings called by French President 
Emmanuel Macron to address reforms of the multilateral development banks 
and other issues. · 
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On June 22 and 23, Macron will convene heads of state and government repre­
sentatives of financial institutions, and representatives of the private sector and 
civil societyin Paris to lay the foundation for a new system that will meet the world's 
shar~d challenges: fighting inequality, climate change and protecting biodiversity. 

The Summit fqr New Global Financing Pact in Paris "will establish the principles 
for future reforms and P<!Ve the way towards a more balanced financial partnership 
between the North and South. It will set the stage for new agreements to relieve 
debt distress. It will also enable more countries to access the financing they need 
to invest in sustainable development, to better protect nature and cut emissions, 
as well as help protect populations from climate change wherever most needed." 

The summit seeks to establish a new pact that offers a level playing field, shares 
the burden of climate change, and builds prosperity and security for every country. 
"The New Global Financing Pact will help define the principles and steps needed 
to reform the global financial system and to combat the high levels of debt that tie 
governments' hands when it comes to implement ambitious action to reduce the 
climate, economic and technological gaps that threaten to divide up our world." 

Eight decades after the World Bank and IMF were established, the UN chief 
said an overhaul of the international financial system is overdue. There's an urgent 
need to correct what Guterres described as "morally wrong" rl,\les. The challenge 
is to deliver substantial financing to facilitate the green transition, especially in 
developing countries, without taking away focus from fighting poverty. 
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NOT YET AT RISK 

GOV WANTS EVACUEES FROM AREAS OUTSIDE MAYON'S 

PERMANENT DANGER ZONE TO GO HOME 
By Ma. April Mier-Manjares 
@MaAprilMierINQ 

LEGAZPI CITY-Albay Gov. Edee! 
Greco Lagman on Monday asked 
officials of two towns to send 
home some 8,445 people, or about 
44 percent of total evacuees, who 
were not living inside the 6-kilo­
meter permanent danger zone of 
the restive Mayon Volcano. 

At a press briefing, Lagman 
said he would recommend de­
campment for the 1,688 families 
(5,473 people) in Sto. Domingo 
and the 377 families (2,972 peo­
ple) in Guinobatan if the two 
local mayors failed to iustifv 

12, after noticing the la;va flow in 
Basud Gully of the volcano. 

In Guinobatan, residents were 
evacuated on June g the same day 
that alert level 3 (intensified un­
rest) was raised over the volcano 
due to the threat of lahar, or lava 
flow, as they were living near the 
two big gullies of the volcano, said 
Joy.Maravillas, head of the town's 
disaster risk reduction and man­
agement office. 

Permanent relocation 
"Our order of evacuation was 

solely for the welfare of the peo­
ple in the said area," Maravillas 
said in a seoarate chat message. 

their decision to evacuate these 
residents living within the 7- to 
8-km extended danger zone. 

He said the decision should 
be based on science, as the Phil­
ippine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology (Phivolcs) only 
recommended evacuation of 
the residents inside the 6-km 
permanent danger zone. 

"There is no science behind 
their actions; now we are hav­
ing problems on how to sustain 
this response effort. So, I think 
we need to meet as soon as pos­
sible for them to justify their 
actions," Lagman said. 

Sta. Domingo Mavor lose!-

As of Monday, 5,751 families 
(19,819 people) were evacuat­
ed from the danger zone in the 
towns of Daraga, Camalig, Guino­
batan, Malilipot and Sta. Domin­
go; and the cities of Ligao and Ta­
baco, the Albay Public Safety and 
Emergency Management Office 
(Apsemo) said in a report. 

As of June this_year, Apsemo 
recorded 4,749 families, or 18,184 
people, living inside the 6-km 
danger zone in 14 villages. 

Lagman said that after the sit­
uation has normalized, they would 
call for a "housing summit," where 
all of the concerned national agen­
cies would convene and talk about 

ing Aguas Jr. said the residents 
volunteered to seek shelter at 
the evacuation centers due to 
f~ar of the previous eruptions 
when the Mayon's pyroclastic 
materials reached the 8-km ex­
tended danger zone. 

"I haven't heard the gover­
nor's comment, . but the resi­
dents willingly eva<:uated. You 
can't control fear. 'They directly 
went to evacuation centers us­
ing tricycles," Aguas said in an 
online chat mess-age. 

The town started evacuating 
residents from the villages of 
qdong, Fidel Surtida, Sta. Miseri­
cordia and San Fernando on Tune 

the plans to permanently relocate 
the residents inside the perma­
nent danger zone. 

He said the budgeting of the 
national government should 
also include housing and com­
pensating those who own lots 
in the said areas. 

Paul Karson Alanis, resident 
volcanologist of Phivolcs Legaz­
pi, said on Monday that the plan 
to convert the volcano's perma­
nent danger zone into a natural 
park (not national park as earlier 
reported) could help reduce the 
risk posed to humans, but it re- · 
quires political will to effective- : 
Iv implement it. INO . 
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Mayon Volcano unrest similar 
to 2014 eruption - Phivolcs chief 

By BELLA CARIASO 

The current state of unrest of 
Mayon Volcano in Albay is similar 
to its eruption in 2014, but a violent 
eruption still cannot be ruled out, 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology (Phivolcs) director 
Teresita Bacolcol said yesterday. 

"The state of unrest is similar to 
the 2014 eruption which was a quiet, · 
effusive eruption. However, there 
could be changes anytime, and again 
this may progress in a violent erup­
tion, but right now the unrest is the 
same as the 2014 eruption," Bacolcol 
said in a radio interview. 

He said Alert Level 3 remains in 
effect at Mayon Volcano where there 
is very slow effusion of lava from 
the summit crater. Current activity 
of the volcano is expected to persist 
for three months. 

"In 2014, the Mayon Volcano 
unrest lasted for three months. It 
started in August and finally ended 
in November. If we will base it here, 
it could probably take three months 
before the activity of Mayon stops," 
Bacolcol added. 

He said the evacuees should re- · 
main at evacuation centers until the 
unrest subsides. · 

According to Bacolcol, Phivolcs 
recorded no volcanic earthquakes 
compared to the three volcanic 
earthquakes between June 17 and 
18. However, he noted that Mayon 
Volcano is ripe for eruption. 

"As early as three years before, 
Mayon Volcano erupted after its last 
eruption as late as 10 years, so based 
on the eruption activities of Mayon, 
it's been five years already since 
2018, and is normal to erupt anew," 
he said, recalling that the most vio­
lent eruption of Mayon Volcano was 
in 1814 when the Cagsawa church 
was destroyed. 

"That was the most eruptive ... 
(but) right now, the current activity 
of Mayon is largely effusive erup­
tion, then slow and quiet eruption, 
hopefully, it will not progress into 
violent activity," he noted. 

According to Phivolcs, the up­
per slopes of the volcano have been 
inflated since February, adding that 
there should be increased vigilance 
against pyroclastic density currents, 
lahars and sediment-laden stream­
flows along channels draining the 
edifice. 

628 injured, sick 
The National Disaster Risk Re­

duction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC) said 628 people have 

been reported injured - including 
people who have fallen sick - more 
than two weeks after Mayon Vol­
cano started showing signs of in­
creased activity, forcing thousands 
to evacuate its extended permanent 
danger zone or PDZ. 

Data show that most cases in­
volve cough and colds followed by 
fever, acute respiratory infection, 
headache, HPN (home parenteral 
nutrition), dizziness, skin disease, 
abdominal pain, colds and acute 
gastroenteritis. 

NORR.MC spokesman Raffy 
Alejandro IV said the number of 
injuries is based on the monitoring 
being done by the Department of 
Health (DOH), to which the team 
refers those who are ill. 

Alejandro said this is not really 
a cause for concern because "if you 
look at the statistics, you say 18,000 
evacuees, less than one percent? So 
nothing, there is no outbreak," he 
said. 

Alejandro said such common ill­
nesses are expected and to address 
these, the DOH is going around 
conducting medical missions and 
providing medicines or treatment. 

Though the number may in­
crease, he_ gave assurance that 
check-ups and medicines are being 
provided to the evacuees and the 
DOH is even planning on establish­
ing clinics or isolation rooms for sick 
individuals per camp. 

As of yesterday, there have been 
no reported deaths or missing per­
sons. 

The NDRRMC said a total of 
10,146 families or 38,961 persons in 
the Bicol region have been affected 
so far by the continuing volcanic 
activity. 

Of the number, 5,466 families 
or 18,892 persons are being served 
in 28 different evacuation centers 
where national and local govern­
ment agencies are providing for 
their basic needs. 

So far, more than P71.5 million 
worth of assistance including cash, 
food, water, sleeping kits and other 
essentials have been given to those 
affected. 

Lava flow 
For three days, fresh lava oozing 

from the summit crater of Mayon 
Volcano accumulated inside the 
major gullies, preventing lava fronts 
from advancing further downslope, 
Phi voles reported yesterday. 

"We could note that the 1,500-me­
te r stretch lava flow and the 
3,300-meter collapse debris did not 

advance further downslope. This is 
due to the very slow lava movement 
and the continuing accumulation 
of these materials in these deep 
gullies," said Paul Alanis, Phivolcs 
resident volcanologist at the Lignon 
Hill Observatory in Legazpi City. 

In its June 17 to 19 bulletin, Phi­
voles reported lava flows remained 
at 1,500-meter stretch and collapse 
debris at 3,300 meters while being 
fed at the Mi-isi Gully in Daraga 
town and Bonga Gully in Legazpi 
City. . 

Mountain climbers that joined 
the retrieval operations of the pas­
sengers of the ill-fated Cessna plane 
that crashed over Mayon last Febru~ 
ary have it that the volcano's major 
gullies were varying from 50 to 100 
meters deep and 100 to 200 meters 
wide. · 

Alanis said fresh lava continued 
to ooze out of Mayon's crater in 
more than a week. In the past 24 
hours, Phivolcs recorded five dome­
collapse pyroclastic density currents 
that lasted three minutes and 265 
rockfall events. 

Albay Public Safety and Emer­
gency Management Office OIC 
Eugene Escobar said evacuees fur­
ther rose to 5,813 families or 20,049 
persons until noon yesterday as 
Mayon' s level of unrest remained 
high. 

Taal, Kanlaon 
Bacolcol on Monday said sulfur 

dioxide emissions of Taal Volcano 
· in Batangas and Kanlaon Volcano on 
Negros Island increased, indicating 
that the unrest of the two volcanoes 
persists. 

· In a radio interview, Bacolcol 
noted that sulfur dioxide emission 
of Taal Volcano reached 7,643 tons 
per day as of 5 a.m., higher than its 
previous sulfur dioxide flux of 5,024 
tons per day. 

He said at least 14 volcanic 
earthquakes were also recorded 
com pared to the previous 22 vol­
canic earthquakes between June 
17 and 18. 

On the other hand, Bacolcol said 
that Kanlaon Volcano recorded at 
least 1,198 tonnes per day of sulfur 
dioxide emission. 

"Usually, Kanlaon will emit very 
minimal sulfur dioxide, about 50 
tons per day. The more than 1,000 
tons per day is quite significant,''. 
he added. 

Alert level 1 is currently in effect 
at Taal and Kanlaon volcanoes. 

- With Michael Punongbayan, 
Cet Dematera 
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Mayon unrest 'largely similar' 
to 2014 eruption - Phivolcs 
By HLAL YN DE VERA-RUIZ 

Mayon Volcano's current state is 
"largely similar" to its 2014 eruption 
based on the parameters observed 
over the previous week, said the Phil­
ippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs). 

"Low-rate effusive eruption of 
degassed lava has been transpiring 

for the past week accompanied only by 
slight increases in volcanic SO2 (sulfur 
dioxide) emission, seismic and ground 
deformation parameters ," Phivolcs 
said in its volcanic activity report re­
leased on Sunday night, June 18. 

• "The very low mass eru p tion 
rate generates sluggish lava flows 
and intermittent collapse of ► 1_ 
the summit lava dome and '"T 
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Mayon unrest 'largely similar' 
fo 2014 eruption - Phivolcs 1 ◄ 
lava flow margins that feed frequent crater continued to feed lava flows 
rockfall and occasional small-volume and cause debris to collapse on the 
PDCs (pyroclastic density currents) Mi-isi and Bonga-gullies on the south 
within the permanent danger zone and southeast sides in the past 24 
(PDZ)," Phivolcs said. hours, according to Phivolcs' volcano 

· Science ahd Technology Secretary bulletin issued at 8 a.m. o.n Monday, 
Henato Solidum told the Manila Bui - June 19 . 
letin in a text message on June 16 "The lava flows have advanced to 
that the ongoing eruption at Mayon maximum lengths of 1,500 meters 
Volcano is a "non- explosive eruption from the summit crater while col­
characterized by gentle release of lava lapse debris have deposited to 3 J oo 
from the crater. " meters from the crater," it said. 

Given the similarities to the 2014 Five dome- collapse pyroclastic 
eruption, Pfiivolcs said that Mayon's density currents that lasted three 
current state may persist for a few minutes and 265 rockfall events were 
1nonths. · also recorded by the Mayon Volcano 

Mayon Volcano's alert level 3 sta - Network. 
tus 1nay also be maintained. "Continuous moderate degassing 

3 possible scenarie s 
Despite the similarities between 

Mayon Volcano's 2014 eruption ;md 
the current unrest, Phivolcs is not 
discounting three. eruption scenarios, 
similar to the 2006, 2018, and 2000 
events, if changes in monitored pa­
ran1eters occur. 

In the first scenario, Phivolcs said 
that if apparent rates of extrusion 
increase, SO2 emission increases, 
seismic activity persists, and a cycle 
of inflation and deflation of the edi­
fice occurs, a slow and sustained lava 
extrusion similar to the 2006 eruption 
n1ay occ;ur. • 

These activities could last for sev­
eral months, and the alert level will 
be raised to 4. 

In the second scenario, lava foun­
taining and lava flow with occasional 
explosions and PDCs within the six­
kilometer danger zone, similar to the 
2018 eruption, may occur if SO2 emis­
sions increase significantly, seismic 
activity increases, and inflation of the 
entire edifice occurs, Phivolcs said. 

The second scenario suggests that 
these activi ties could continue for a 
few months. The alert level may also 
be raised to 4. 

In the third scenario, an explosive 
eruption with high - intensity lava 
fountaining, · long lava flows, and . 
PDCs on all sectors that could exceed 
the six-kilometer PDZ, similar to· 
the 2000 eruption, may occur if SO2 
rapidly escalates or drops, and vol­
canic earthquake activity and ground 
dcfonnation occur . . 

Phivolcs said these activities in 
the third scenario may last several 
days to weeks, and the alert level will 

be raised to 5. 

Sustained lava flow, 
PDCs, rockfall events 

• The "very slow" effusion of lava 
fro1n the Mayon Volcano's summit 

from the summit crater produced 
steam-laden plumes that ros e 600 
meters before drifting to the general 
west," it added. 

Alert level 3 stays 
Mayon Volcano has been on 

alert level 3 since June 8, indicating 
a "hazardous eruption is possible 
within weeks or even days." 

It is "currently in a relatively high 
level of unrest as magma is at the 
crater," Phivolcs pointed out. 

The evacuation of residents with ­
in the six-kilometer PDZ has been 
recommended due to the risk of 
PDCs, lava flows, rockfalls, and other 
volcanic hazards. 

Phivolcs warned the public to 
be cautious of PDCs, lahars, and 
sediment- iaden stream flows along 
channels draining the volcano edi­
fice. 

It pointed out that .heavy rainfall 
could cause channel-confined lahars 
and sediment-laden stream flows on 
channels where PDC deposits were 
em placed. 

Likewise, it said that ashfall 
events may "most likely" occur on 
the south side of the volcano, based 
on the current wind pattern. 

Phivolcs advised civil aviation 
authorities to ask pilots to avoid 
flying close to the volcano because 
ash from sudden eruption may pose 
hazards to aircraft. 

P1.3-B aid prepared 
for 90-day response 

Meanwhile, more than P1.3 billion 
worth of relief assistance has already 
been prepositioned by the national 
government to address the needs of 
residents affected by the restiveness 
of Mayon Volcano for 90 days, the Of­
fice of Civil Defense (OCD) disclosed 
on Monday, June 19. 

OCD AdministrAtor Undersec­
retary Ariel Nepomuceno said con-

MAKESHIFT CLASS - Teachers and students of the Maninila Elementary School hold classes 
in a tent provided by the government at the Cuino~atan C~~munity Col~eg~ i_n Barangay 
Mauraro, Guinobatan, Albay. Five-hundred sixty-five fam1l1es or 1,894 md1v1duals were 
evacuated to the Gulnobatan community-College after Phlvolcs raised the Mayon Volcano 
alert level to three. (Nliio N. LUces) 
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cerned national government agencies 
and local government units (LGUs) 
have been in constant communica i 
tion to coordinate their response 
protocols amid Mayon's unrest and 
ensure the well - being of the indi­
viduals affected in Albay. 

Our preparation covers 90 days. 
If it ends_ earlier, then it would be 
better but the national govern ­
ment and local government should 
be prepared for a minimum of 90 
days," Nepomuceno said in a public 
briefing. 

The national government has 
prepositioned more than P1.3 billion 
worth of assistance. These include 
food, hygiene lats, and other neces­
sities especially water," he added. 

The 90 - day preparation , accord­
_ing to Nepomuceno, was based on the 
previous experiences of the Albay lo­
cal government when Mayon erupted 
in 2014 and 2018. 

"Alert level 3 lasted for 90 days 
and it even reached lever 4, so we 
need to prepare," the OCD official 
recalled. 

At present, Mayon is on alert 
level 3 and at least 10,146 families 
or 38,961 individuals from Bacacay, 
Camalig, Ligao, Daraga, Guinobatan, 
Malilipot, Sto. Domingo, and Tabaco 
have been adversely affected by 
Mayon's ongoing volcanic activities . 

Of the .number, 5,466 families or 
18)892 are staying in 28 evacuation 
centers. 

"The possible challenging situa ­
tion from level 3 is if Phivolcs raises 
it to level 4 or even level 5 as the 
number of people we have to assist in 
evacuation centers will nearly dou­
ble," Nepomuceno said, explaining 
that if the alert level is raised further, 
those residing within the extended 
PDZ will also have to evacuate. 

Illnesses 
Meanwhile, 628 evacuees have 

required medical attention due to 
various illnesses they acquired, based 
on the OCD's monitoring from June 
12 to 17. 

The top 10 most common ill­
nesses experienced by the evacuees 
include cough and colds, fever, acute 
respiratory infection, headache, hy­
pertension, dizziness, skin disease, 
abdominal pain, colds, and acute 
gastroenteritis. , 

OCD spokesperson Bernardo Ra­
faelito Alejandro IV said this should 
not be a cause for concern as the 
situation remains manageable. 

"There's no outbreak [of dis­
eases]," he said. "The Department 
of Health is conducting medical 
missions to distribute medicines, do 
checkups, and isolate those who have 
cold and fever. " 

Relocation 
The national government is also 

mulling to establish a permanent 
relocation site for those who are re­
siding within the six-km radius PDZ 
around Mayon Volcano. 

"Let's just accept the fact that it 
is really too dangerous for the public 
to reside within the six- km perma­
nent danger zone. We are looking 
at the possibility of relocating them 
because it's really prohibited to live 
there," Nepomuceno said. 

He said they will determine what 
remedies will be given to residents, 
especially the farmers, since they will 
lose their source of livelihood if they 
get relocated. 

"But if you ask us, living [within 
the PDZ] should no longer be allowed 
because lives are in constant danger. 
We understand that it's not easy to 
relocate but they should consider it," 
Nepomuceno noted. (With a report 
from Martin Sadongdong) 


