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DENR budget too small - Loyzaga

THE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) does not have enough
funds to carry its mandate, Sec-

retary Antonia Yulo-l.,oyzaga said
Wednesday.

She lamented that her depart--
ment's budget is too small to

cover the areas that were asslgncd
to them.
“Our place of work covers

30,000,000 hectares of land, over

36,000 kilometers of coastline.

The fifth longest in the world and

twice as long as the United States,

and waters that extend to the
edge of our continental shelves,”

‘Yulo-Loyzaga said during the

Management Association-of the
Philippines General Meeting.
‘The DENR's budget this year

is P23.29 billion, lower than last

year's P25.4 billion.
Yulo-Loyzaga said the biggest
threat to the environment is the

unsustainable consumption and

production practices that lead to

" the generation of too much waste.

“Confronting the complex roots

of the pollution on land, seas and -

air requires a whole of society ef-
fort that will come at a cost but
will have far-reaching benefits,”
she said.

Yulo-Loyzaga enumemed some
of the interventions being done

" by the DENR to contribute to so-

cioeconomic development, such

s building resilient communities

and supporting the advancement
of innovations and best prac-
tices for mitigation and adap tation
through nature-based and green-
gray infrastructure solutions,

She said that while there has
been some progress in the areas
of climate action and disaster
risk reduction, achieving inclu-
sive, resilient and sustainable
development is vn much a
work in progress.”

JANINE ALEXIS MICUEL
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The real score
in Masungi
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And yet, in the case of the Masungi
Georeserve located in the Upper
Marikina River Basin Protected Land-
scape (UMRBPL) in Rizal, the DENR
behaves as a party to the conflict.
And in doing so, DENR is not being
totally truthful in its statemnents.

The Masungi Georeserve Foun-
dation Inc. (MGFI) has been
threatened with cancellation of
the memorandum of agreement
(MoA) it signed in good faith
with former environment secretary
Gina Lopez. Some top DENR of-
ficials have apenly talked about
this. They have publicly Jambasted
the MGFI as lawbreakers, calling
the MoA inimical to the interest
of the Republic, and they have
done so even under oath during
several congressional hearings. The
Protected Area Management Board
(PAMB) that covers Masungi,
which is chaired by the DENR, has
passed a resolution to cancel the
MoA. And yet, despite these, the
incumbent Environment Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said
that they “have not spoken about
a cancellation of contract.”

But then again, it appears that
Yulo-Loyzaga is equivocating. This
is evident in what she told report-
ers in relation to the MoA. "We are
reviewing it to make the appropri-
ate action. There is no doubt that
there has been good work done
by this group. However, there are
certain features of this agreement
that really bring it into question.
Because of those features, we
would need to take the appropriate
action,” is what she said.

For someone who denies ever
speaking about cancellation,
Yulo-Loyzaga comes already
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ment and Natural Rdsmm:&TDENR)
is supposed to'be a neutral arbiter
when several stakeholders in relation’
to environmental protectiont and the’
use of natural resoumalthwnﬂxt.

The real score in Masungi

armed with an alternative model
for rehabilitation and reforestation
in the event it is canceled, which
she referred to as Project Transform.

“This is the model that we will
be using; we will involve all the
LGUs, the key academic institu-
tions in the area, the different
private and public stakeholders,
including other departments of
government,” she told reporters.

Yulo-Loyzaga spoke of infirmi-
ties in the MoA that they are trying
to remedy. But a close perusal of
the events reveals that such flaws
were mainly because DENR failed
to practice due diligence. DENR
officials accuse MGFI of failing to
secure PAMB and NCIP clearance.
And yet, even without these, DENR
signed the MoA. Worse, PAMB is
attached to the DENR. It is there-
fore bizarre that DENR now faults
MGHI for not securing a clearance
from a body that it chairs for a
MoaA it signed even without such
clearance, DENR further raises
constitutional issues against the
perpetual nature of the land trust
which it granted in good faith to
MGFI to protect the area. I have
already argued that the limitation
of 25 years renewable for another
25 years appears to apply only to
extraction, utilization and devel-
opment, with the Constitution
being silent on protection.

But what is most bizarre is that
it took the DENR six years since
the MoA signing in 2017 to raise
these issues. Some people are now
alleging that the MoA was signed
without complete staff work. But
whose fault was this? The MGFI
submitted a proposal in 2016
which could have provided the

DENR enough time to vet it. One
of Lopez's undersecretaries even
conducted an ocular visit. Was the
delay deliberate? Was this because
some tried to run the clock on
the proposal, hoping that Lopez
would not be confirmed? The
DENR did not assign a manager for
the Masungi Georeserve Project,
nor constitute a steering commit-
tee, as required in the MoA. Ifthese
were done, then theissues being raised
now would have been addressed, and
the deficiendes such as the absence of
the necessary dearances were rectified.
Was there deliberate malice?
Congress appears to be only fo-
cused on inquiring into the MoA
itself, and the alleged violations
of MGFL It is about time it also
inquires into the DENR's part in
the process. This is the least that
Congress can do to get to the
truth, and to hold accountable of-
ficials, past and present, for their
actions and inactions. It would
also finally confirm if the DENR
deliberately refused, with malice,
to constitute the steering commit-
tee and appoint a project manager
to undermine a project which
from the start many of its top-level
officials allegedly opposed.
There are many half-truths
and blatant lies being peddled
on the Masungi issue. There are

_ also opinions being offered that

are based on biases and imper-
fect information. Parties issue
statements that may mislead and
serve as pure propaganda.
The DENR is complaining that
it is being demonized by MGFL
MGEFI, for its part, openly con-
siders DENR as an enemy. The
Dumaliangs who are acting as its

main trustees are likewise demon-
ized as a family of land developers
who are profiting from Masungi
illegally. Some are even saying that
the family is simply gaslighting us
into thinking that they are victims,

The MGFI was able to reha-
bilitate and protect Masungi,
and there are awards to prove it.
Yulo-Loyzaga promises us results
through Project Transform where
all stakeholders will be involved
in accordance with the directive
of RA 11038, or the “Expanded
National Integrated Protected

. Areas System (E-Nipas) Law.”

However, Yulo-Loyzaga cannot
blame people for harboring doubts.
After all, it was under the DENR's
“care” and “protection” that por-
tions of the UMRBPL were titled,
quarrying operations obtained
permits, private resorts proliferated,
and illegal land speculators became
bolder and more audacious,

Obviously, the issue is divisive
and complex. There are many
sides. Congress is divided, with|
some members being critical of
MGFI while others even passed a
resolution heapingaccolades on it.
While many local officials in Rizal
are urging cancellation, MGFI has
allies among some NCR local gov-
ernment unit heads. Even within
DENR, there are different voices.

Obviously, threats of a MoA
cancellation do not help solve thej
problem. Actual cancellation will
not automatically lead to Project
Transform since the issue will most
certainly end up tied up in litiga-
tion. Indeed, there are many sides
to this story. But at the end of the
day, the crucial consideration ij
what is good for the environment,
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UAE reaffirms vow to support
PHL economy, mangrove project

4 I VHE government of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE)
has reaffirmed its strong

commitment to the Philippines

through its continue
for the country’s environmental

programs and economy, the Pres-

idential Communications Ofﬁce '

(PCO) said.

In a courtesy visit to President
Berdinand R. Marcos Jr. last Tues-
day, UAE Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary H.E.

Mohamed Obaid Salem Algataam

Alzaabi said that they value how
the Philippine government per-
ceive the UAE asacountrythathas

no enemies and a country thatisa '

good friend to everyone.

In terms of the economy, the
UAE envoy said there are a lot of
companies in their country want-
ing to build their businesses in

support

=

the Philippines as they empha-

sized that they wanted to intro-
duce a new program, which ‘is
similar to what they have been
doing to other countries.

“This program is to exchange
information [between our] coun-
tries. We have more than 40
countries now in this program.
It'sa government exchange pro-
gram by the Office of the Prime
Minister,” the UAE Ambassador
told Marcos.

He explained that the program
waslaunchedin 2018as “platform
knowledge,” where the Philippine
and the UAE governments, for ex-

ample, can exchange information
to.b&co_verec_:l b_y a memorandum

of understanding (MOU), should

- President Marcos approve the

proposal.
The exchange of mformation

' program was already introduced

in Egypt, Spain, Jordan and other
countries.
"The PCO said the President

~ has directed Executive Secretary

Lucas Bersamin to draft an MOU
on this, saying that he is looking

- forward to signing an agreement

thh the UAE.

Moreover, the PCO said the UAE
Ambassador told Marcos that they
are looking forward to the Philip-
pines becoming a member of the
“Global Mangrove Alliance,” which
will benefit the country, being
prone to calamities and disasters,
and for the management of the

_abundant waterways.

For his part, Marcos said that
joining the alliance would be good

" for the Philippines as he empha-

sized the government’s efforts to
preserveandrestore the mangrove
ecosystem.

“We have made great efforts to
preserveandrestore ourmangrove

- ecosystem. Asamatter of fact, the

law in the Philippines is, you can-
not touch mangroves at all, and
because of that, the mangroves
have grown back,” Marcos said.

“In fact, they grow back so

much that sometimes they are
already beginning to block the
rivers. So maybe there is much
youcanlearnonthe management
of itbecause I thinkwe have done
as much as we can in terms of

preservation,” he added.
~ Marcos also emphasized that
the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
will be very pleased to participat=
in the Global Mangrove Alliance.
The Chief Executive also note

that he would want to study th=
structure of the alliance, what will
be the commitment of the Philip
pines to the group, the commit
ment of other member countries
and how the group works.

. “But again, the preservation o
the mangroves is a very big issue

- Itisaveryimportantpoint for the

Philippines because of all the wa-
terways that we have,” he added.

The UAE official also relayed
the invitation for President Mar-
cos to attend the 2023 United
Nations Climate Change Confer-
ence, or the Conference of the
Parties (COP) of the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on
Climate Change, to be held in De-
cember this year at the Expo City
in Dubai.

Aside from the proposed ex-
change of information program,
Departmentofthe Interiorand Lo-
cal Government (DILG) Secretary
Benjamin “Benhur” Abalos Jr. also
relayed to President Marcos that
the UAE has extended invitation
to the Philippine National Police
(PNP) to study cybercrime-related
cases;includingscholarship offer-
ing for police officers.
~ Abalos was present during the
courtesyvisit of the UAE officials.

Jovee Marie N, Dela Cruz
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For boosting climate resilience

PH gets new $750-M WB loan

By CHIND S. LEYCD

he World Bank has approved

Philippines' $750-million

fresh loan to support the gov-

ernment’s reform program
aimed at boosting environmental pro-
tection and climate resilience.

The Philippines First Sustainable
Development Policy loan would be
used to accelerate the country’s eco-
nomic recovery and boost long-term
growth.

According to the World Bank, the
new financing supports ongoing gov-
ernment reforms Lo attract private in-
vestment in renewable energy, enhance
plastic waste management through

reduction, recovery, and recycling, as
well as promote green transport.

The World Bank loan also seeks to
reduce climate-related fiscal risks from
the agriculture sector,

Ndiamé Diop, World Bank Philip-
pines country director, said the country
has tremendous potential for renew-
able energy generation, especially in
solar and wind.

“Government actions to encourage
investments in this sector, suchas pro-
moting foreign direct investments and
streamlining the permitting process,
could unlock this potential," Diop said

Henoted that renewable energy can
help the Philippines mitigate climate
change and bring numerous benefits,

including enhanced energy security,
the creation of green jobs, and im-
proved access to electricity.

“It is a crucial step towards a more
sustainable and resilient future for the
country,” he added.

The Philippine government has set
an ambitious target of 50 percent of
renewable energy (RE) in total power
generation by 2040 and has started to
pursue reforms to implement it, sup-
ported by this financing operation.

This increased focus on RE is pur-
sued in parallel with slowing the ex-
pansion of coal - fired power generation
capacity from 2026 onwards.

Achieving these targets will require
a significant increase in investments

in solar and wind technologies and .
strong policy environment conducivi
to investiment in RE.

“This financing program also sup-
ports the introduction of new insur
ance products suitable for vulnerable
smallholder farmers and strengthens
the coverage and operations of the
Philippine Crop Insurance Commis-
sion," World Bank said.

“The aim is to help mitigate cli-
mate-related disaster risks to the
country's budget and the farming sec-
tor. If properly designed and targeted
crop insurance can help stabilize farm
income, reduce poverty, and provide ¢

climate safety net for food
producers,” it added. PB-E

PH gets...

The Philippines, along with China,
Indonesia, Thailand, and Vietnam, ac-
counts for 55 to 60 percent of the plastic
waste that enters the ocean. ,

Approximately 1.7 million tons of
post-consumer plastic waste is gener-
ated in the Philippines annually, with

K i h ez %‘%

an estimated recycling rate of only
28 percent for recyclable plastic
waste.

The remaining balance either
leaks into the environment or is
disposed of as part of the mixed

waste stream. j |

M
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obal plastics treaty

faces a rough road

have been some updates
on developmients in the talks
to create a global plastics treaty fol-
lowing the second of five planned
negotiating sessions, which took
place in Paris last week. The quick
version is that those who are hoping
to see an agreement with substantial
outcomes any time soon, or any
agreement at all, should probably
manage their expectations.

The global mandate to create a
plastics treaty was agreed in March
of last year, successfully capping off
a sometimes excruciating exercise
in political bargaining that took
several years. While getting most of
the world's countries to agree that

there should be a plastics treaty was

rightly hailed as a breakthrough,
that in no sense made the actual
creation of a treaty a foregone con-
clusion. In order to hammer out
the details and develop one, it was
agreed that there would be five
negotiating sessions, each lasting
about a week, spread out over the
next three years. The first was held
in December of last year, the second
was held last week, and the next is
planned for the end of thisyear.

not only voluntary actions.” There
is a catch, however, although it may
be the most sensible point of view.
The US preference when it comes
to “strong binding provisions” are
for those provisions to oblige na-
tions to develop individual action
plans, with global standards being
somewhat more generalized.

As 1 have said previously, plastic
is so pervasive in the modern world
that any notion of simply stopping
its production and use, even if that
is what actually needs to happen
to save the planet, ‘is irrationally
optimistic. Sufficiently comparable
sustainable materials that could be

- used in place of plastic in its infinite

number of applications simply do
not exist. We do have the technology
to produce reasonably acceptable
(but in most cases, still somewhat
inferior) substitutes for some simple
plastic things like packaging, but
even if those substitutes were ap-
plied on the widest possible scale,
they would still be a proverbial
drop in the bucket compared to

_ theglobal total appetite for plastics.

Che Manila Times
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der the best of circumstances, and
at this point, the circumstances are
clearly not the best, the soonest a
treaty would become a reality would
be sometime in 2025. It would then
need to be ratified by a sufficient
number of countries, probably
about 60, before it would come into
force, which would add another year
or more. Between now and then, at
the world's current rate of plastic
production and consumption,
another 1.3 trillion metric tons of
plastic will be produced, of which
at least 1.18 trillion metric tons
will end up as waste — dumped in
landfills, incinerated or escaping any
sort of management to pollute the
environment more directly,
Thesecond problem, which should
Come as N surprise to anyone, is that
the countries taking part in the nego-
tiations (there were 180 represented
at the latest meeting) are quickly
lining themselves up into two so far
irreconcilable camps. On the oneside
are Ihe countries tha: are pushmg for

plastic problem. To thisend, 58 coun-
tries have organized themselves into
a group called the High Ambition
Coalition to End Plastic Pollution to
better wield their influence in talks.
Make of it what you will, but the Phil-
ippinesis notamember of this group,
On the other side are the major
plastic producers, who are pushing
for a plastics treaty that will be based
on recycling and waste management;
one hears the idiotic phrase “circular
economy” a lot from these countries.
The chief resisters to any notion of
limiting plastic production, other
than on a purely voluntary basis, are
the usual suspects in China, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and India.
Surprisingly, the US is not part of
this group, or at least hasn't acted
like it so far. Plastics manufacturing
isone of the biggest industries in the
US, but the official position of the
country, according to the undersec-
retary of state for economic growth,
energy and the environment, Jose
Fernandez, is to support a treaty
with “ stmng bmdmg prmslons,

ofod

Then there is the problem of get-
ting rid of unwanted plastic, which -
is practically impossible; rnore than
99 percent of the plastic produced
since its widespread comimerdal in-
troduction more than a century ago
still exists in some form somewhere
on this planet, including ar alarming

~ amount within our bodies. Only

about 9 percent of plastic slobally is
recycled, and that percentage cannot
be increased by a great ceal; even
in countries that pursue recycling
aggressively, the percentage only
climbs to 20 to 25 percent, and even
then, current recycling technology
still leaves 30 to 40 percent of the
collected material as unusale waste.
Thermal or chemical pyrolysis is the
most effective recycling technology
that exists, but as of now, it is expen-
sive, energy-intensive, and can only
be used on a small scdle.

At this point, it seems the two
likeliest results that cou'd come
from the effort to forge a global
plastics treaty are either a teaty that
is too weak to have any appreciable
effect on the globa! plastic Hroblem
or no treaty at all. An cffective
treaty, on the other hand, would
be one in which there was flexibil-
ity for individual countries to ad-
dress their plastic production and
consumption, but required those
individual plans to be binding, and
subject to sanctions if taigets are
not met. That's the stick: the carrot
would be a strong framework to
encourage and provide sul stantial
financial and technical support
for research and develcpment
into plastic altenatives, recycling
systems, and waste management.
Will the world be able to come up
with something like that? ' doubt
it; humanity has demonsirated a
fantastic talent for self-destuction,
and increasingly so over te past
30 years or so. If the world fails to
come up with an effective lastics
treaty, it will be a choice.

ben.kritz@manilatimes.net
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PGMPI in talks with
Korean firm on critical
minerals venture

By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

Philippine General Minerals Proj-
ect, Inc. (P.GMPI), a Filipino-owned
company engaged in the rehabilitation
of mining tailings in the country, is in
discussion with South Korean investor
Busan Equity Partners (BEP), a consor-
tium of South Korea’s institutional in-
vestors, for potential collaboration and
partnership in critical mineral ventures
in the country.

Retired Army LtGen Antonio G Par-

lade, Jr., PGMPI president and CEO, said

discussions have been held with BEP
Managing Director YS Lee following
pronouncements by Philippines and
South Korean leaders on critical miner-
als requirements.

“PGMPI and BEP are actively ex-
ploring opportunities for collaboration
and partnership,” said Parlade in a
statement. BEP already visited Manila
in April this year and held fruitful dis-
cussionswith key officials from PGMPI,
Trade and Industry Secretary Alfredo
E. Pascual, the Board of Investments
Managing Head Ceferino S. Rodolfo,
and officials of the Development Bank
of the Philippines.

During the meeting, Parlade said
the BEP group explored possibilities
that Korean investors can participate in
PGMPI’s Project in order to comply with
the Korean government's requirements
for these metals.

The meetings focused on exploring
possibilities for Korean investors to
participate in PGMPI's project, aligning
with the Korean government's require-
ments for these strategic metals, he said.

In addition, he said, the DTI and
BOI expressed optimism about the
project and pledged to coordinate with
counterparts for the Philippines - South
Korea Joint Commission on Trade and
Economic Cooperation (PH-ROK JCTEC)
with the Ministry of Trade, Industry,
and Energy (MOTIE) to facilitate future

_collaborations with PGMPI.

“These discussions markan impor-
tant step towards a potential Private-
Public-Partnership, forging strong
ties between PGMPI and South Korea's
industrialized sectors in pursuit of mu-

tual economic growth and stability,”

he noted.

According to Parlade they were
encouraged by President Ferdinand R
Marcos Jr.’s pronouncement during the
£42nd ASEAN Summit on May 10, 2023, in

Indonesia, that the Philippines will
be a producer of critical metals and
minerals, and not just an exporter
of iron ore.

“As the industrialized nations

grapple for control of the supply

and demand of ctitical minerals and
resources necessary for space and
defense technology, the EVindustry,
nuclear power, and telecommunica-
tions, President Marcos’ announce-
ment is certainly well timed,” Par-
lade said in a statement.

- Alsoin February this year, South
Korean President Yoon Suk Yeo also
expressed their intention to source
critical mineral requirements from
the Philippines and Indonesia, aim-
ing toreduce their reliance on China
by at least 50 percent.

More recently, during the G7
meeting in Hiroshima, President
Yoon again reaffirmed the impor-
tance of procuring these materials
from the Philippines, Indonesia, and
other reliable sources.

“These metals are of utmost

] toSouth Korea's highly
industrialized sectors, including
prominent manufacturing giants
such as Samsung, Hyundai, and
POSCO, thus highlighting the ur-
gency of the Philippine govern-
ment’s response on the matter,”
noted Parlade.

Founded by Parlade, former
Southern Luzon Commander, along
with a group of close associates,
PGMPI initially conducted extensive

.research to delve into the dynamics

of the trade war between the United
States and China, particularly re-
garding rare earth materials and
precious metals.

The research "unearthed" a
wealth of information on the pres-
ence of these critical minerals in
waste tailings, both on the surface
and underground, as well as millions
of tons of ore being shipped out of
the country, many of them finding

* theirway in the reclamation activi-

ties in the West Philippine Sea.
With clear guidance from the
then National Security Adviser,
Secretary Hermogenes C Esperon
Jr. and former Defense Secretary
Delfin Lorenzana, PGMPI explored

' methods of harnessing these miner-

als without causing further harm to
the environment. ’
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'IHE president of Philsaga Mining Corp. -
(PMC), Joseph Mahusay, appeased the
anger of the Rodrigo Clan from the Mano-
~bo tribe following the alleged trespassing

- Agusan del Sur mining site. STRY
' The individuals accused of e.ntering the

mining site without permission from the

. Australian partner Walter Robertson Mil-
' bourne Jr. and Andrew John Brown.
'lhe unauthorized visit by the three for-
executives to the mining site was als
legedly arranged by former PMC presldent
“Raul Villanueva.

"In my capacity as Prestdem, 1 hm é)r-
‘_mally notified the aforemennoned Nom-
inee Directors in writin that their visit
1o our site is not authd Igookthn

~ step after the Indigenous People s Rodrigo

. incident involving foreign executives at the

- PMC are identified as Ryan Welker, the ex- '
. ecutive director of Vitrinite, and his board
nominees to Ten Sixty-Four (X64), PMC's

‘Mining companypremt“'
‘appeases Manobo leaders.

Clan mforrned me tha sence.
unwelcome,” Mahusay Mtatemﬁé
Maryjane Rodngo—Hallugo and Amato-
rio Rodrigo, leaders of the Eﬁm, stron
criticized Villanueva for g to ex
‘due diligence in PMC's
This criticism stems f
decision to release the

~Villa%
share o
tificate of Ancestral Do

1136 without d:talnmg

in Title (
sion, thereby jeo M

wdmawﬂshﬁefthe

rightful daimants.  »c v w0
Mahusay also mMe form
PMC president has th Vitri
Ml: thempmy behumm to replace«
e current X64 Bo
~ "Their intentions ands&nhave
‘serious concerns,” said Mahusay, who sai
Villanueva, Welker, Milbourng and Brown
have been ;aged as persona non grata by

thg Manobo tribe in the area. ~ -
ﬂ?mlu‘hu!s

O0r
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Marcos invited to UN
climate summit in Dubai

PRESIDENT Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. has been invited to join other
world leaders in this year's United
Nations climate summit in Dubai,
Malacafiang said Wednesday.

The invitation was relayed by
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Ambassador to the Philippines
Mohamed Obaid Salem Alga-
taam Alzaabi during a courtesy
call in Malacafnang Tuesday.

“The UAE official also relayed
the invitation for President Mar-
cos to attend the 2023 United
Nations Climate Change Con-
ference, or the Conference of
the Parties (COP) of the United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, to be held

in December this year at the

Expo City in Dubai,” Presidential
Communications Secretary Che-
loy Garafil said in a statement.

The UAE government prom-

ised continued support to the
Philippines’ environmental
programs and economy as one
of its allies in Asia.

The ambassador told Marcos
that they value how the Philip-
pine government perceived the
UAE as a country that is a good
friend to everyone.

He said that they Iare looking
forward to the Philippines be-
coming a member of the “Glob-

al Mangrove Alliance,” which

will benefit the country, being
prone to calamities and disas-
ters, and for the management of
the abundant waterways.

The President agreed that
joining the alliance would be

. good for the Philippines as he

emphasized the government's
efforts to preserve and restore

the mangrove ecosystem.

“We have made great efforts

to preserve and restore our

mangrove ecosystem. As a mat-
ter of fact, the law in the Phil-
ippines is, you cannot touch
mangroves at all, and because of
that, the mangroves have grown
back,” Marcos said.
Marcos thanked the UAE for

its unwavering support for the

Philippines and its timely as-
sistance for the families affected
by the unrest of Mayon Volcano
in Albay province,

The Philippines received over
50 tons of humanitarian aid from
the UAE government for Mayon
Volcano-affected residents.

_ CATHERINE S. VALENTE
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Editorial

The cynicism
of climate finance

VER since the signing of the landmark Paris Climate Agree-
ment in 2015, one of that global accord'’s most important
provisions, the funding of the climate adaptation needs
of vulnerable countries by the developed world responsible
for the greatest part of planet-warming greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, has proven to be one of its most problematic. Not
only have rich countries consistently failed to meet the $100
billion per year target established by the Paris Agreement, as a
submission to the Transitional Committee of the UN Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) late last month
highlight, those countries have cynically found a way to make |

vulnerable countries pay for their own climate response.
This is obviously completely unacceptable and further
_strengthens our call for the accounting of climate financing
to be in the hands of countries like the Philippines, which
need it, and not those that are only begrudgingly and partially
meeting their responsibility to provide it.

The Transitional Committee is tasked with developing a
draft plan for the one significant idea to emerge from the
COP27 climate summit in Egypt in 2022, a fund to compen-
sate at-risk countries for climate-induced damage and loss.
The committee met last month in Paris; it held a previous
meeting here in Manila in February. In the run-up to its meet-
ings, the committee typically solicits comments and recom-
mendations from various stakeholders, but its members may
now be regretting striving for inclusiveness after being con-
fronted by some strong, and we think completely justifiable
demands from a coalition of 118 civil society organizations
(C80s), including several from the Philippines.

Citing an analysis by Oxfam using data through the year 2020,
the CSO group showed that fully 80 percent of all reported '
public climate financing has come in the form of concessional
and non-concessional loans and other non-grant instruments.
Put more simply, climate-vulnerable countries are being asked
to pay for climate adaptation made necessary by those who are
demanding repayment, and those countries then count those

. loaned funds as part of their “contribution” to climate response.
Among the biggest climate finance contributors, Japan, France

At a time when unsustainable debt among countries that are both
financially challenged and highly vulnerable to climate change
impacts has become a matter of critical concern to developed
countries and their development finance institutions, it is utterly
shameful that anyone should need to call out those countiies on
their imposing further debt on those least equipped for it, but here
we are, It needs to stop, and it needs to stop immediately.

As we have recently argued, the only rational way in which
climate funding for vulnerable countries can be fairly and ac-

| curately accounted for is if that responsibility is given 1o the

beneficiary countries. We, here in the Philippines, are in a Hetter

' position than anyone else to understand our climate response

needs and assess if investments, regardless of where they come
from, are effectively addressing those needs. We again urpe the
government to study the matter and to create a framework by
which funding can be accurately and consistently defined as
climate funding, or something else. Likewise, the government
should reject any funding offers for climate response that arein
the form of loans, regardless of concessional terms.

and Germany are the three biggest offenders. By contrast, EU
institutions (except for the European Investment Bank), Switzer-
land, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands and Australia provide
all or nearly all of their funding obligations in the form of grants
that need not be repaid by the beneficiary countries.

The group of CSOs made two demands in their submission
to the Transitional Committee. First, any climate-related fund-
ing, meaning funding that is intended to meet obligations
under the Paris Agreement, must be in the form of grants
or other non-debt instruments. Second, obligatory climate
financing must be provided over and above other forms of
development assistance that is already being provided or is
in the pipeline. For example, funding for a commuter rail
extension, which does not primarily have the purpose of
climate change adaptation or mitigation, cannot be counted
against a country’s funding obligation simply because it may
have coincidental environmental benefits.
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 World Bank OKs $750-M

loan for Phl climate resilience

- By LOUELLA DESIDERIO

The World Bank has approved a
-$750-million policy loan to support
““reforms thatpromate environmental
protection and climate resilience in
the Philippines.

In a statement yesterday, the
multilateral lender said its board of
executive directors gave the green
light to the $750-million Philippines
First Sustainable Recovery Develop-
ment Policy Loan.

This loan will support reforms
being undertaken by the govern-
ment to attract private investment
in renewable energy; enhance plastic
waste management th.ruth reduc-
tion, recovery and recycling; pro-
mote f,reen transll?‘ort, including the
use of electric vehicles, and reduce
climate-related fiscal risks from the
agriculture sector.

“The Philippines has tremendous
potential for renewable energy
generation, especially in solar and
wind. Government actions to en-
courage investments in this sector,
such as promoting foreign direct
investments and streamlining the
permitting process, could unlock
this potential,” World Bank coun-
tr]{‘ irector for Brunei, Malaysia,
Philippines and Thailand Ndiamé
Diop said. -

“Renewable energy can help
the Philippines mitigate climate
change and bring numerous ben-
efits, including enhanced energy
security, the creation of green jobs
and improved access to electricity.
It is a crucial step towards a more
sustainable and resilient future for
the country,” he said further.

The government is aiming to have
renewable energy (RE) account for
50 percent of total power generation
by 2040.

To achieve the goal, the World
Bank said more investments in solar
and wind technologies and a strong
policy environment conducive for
investment in RE would be needed.

Aside from reforms to promote
RE, the loan also supports tEle intro-
duction of new insurance products
for vulnerable smallholder farmers,
and strengthens the coverage and
operations of the Philippine Crop
Insurance Corp. to help mitigate

climate-related disaster risks to the
country’s budget and agriculture
sector.

In addition, the policy loan sup-

. ports.the implementation of the Ex-

tended Producer Responsibility Act,
which mandates large enterprises to
recover up to 80 percent of plastic
packaging waste by 2028.

The Philippines, along with Chi-
na, Indonesia, Thailand and Viet-
nam, accounts for 55 to 60 percent
of the plastic waste that end up in
the ocean.

Ever year, approximately 1.7 mil-
lion tons of post-consumer plastic
waste are generated in the Philip-
pines, with an estimated recycling
rate of only 28 percent for recyclable

lastic waste. The balance either
leaks into the environment or is
disposed of as part of the mixed
waste stream.

The World Bank’s development
policy loans are being provided to
support the necessary policy and
institutional changes to create an en-
vironment that will enable sustained
and equitable growth.

“Advancing economic reforms to
transform the economy remains im-
perative, not only to accelerate, but
also to sustain the economic recov-
ery and boost long-term growth,”
World Bank senior economist Ralph
Van Doorn said.

While the Philippines has re-
bounded from the pandemic, it con-
tinues to face challenges, including
high global commodity prices, dis-
ruptions in supply chains due to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, weaker
exchange rates and high inflation.

Climate conference

Meanwhile, President Marcos
was invited to attend the 2023
United Nations Climate Change
Conference or the Conference of
the Parties of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change to be held at the Expo City
in Dubai in December.

United Arab Emirates (UAE) Am-
bassador Mohamed Obaid Salem
Alqataam Alzaabi extended the in-
vitation to Marcos during a courtesy
visit at Malacanang on Tuesday, the
Presidential Communications Office
(PCO) said in a statement.

The PCO yesterday has yet to
respond to queries on whether the
President has accepted the invita-
tion.

The administration has allot-
ted P453.1 billion this year for cli-
mate adaptation and mitigation pro-
grams, a 56 percent increase from the
P289.7-billion budget last year. In a
speech at the Asian Development
Bank on May 22, Marcos empha-
sized that “climate change can, will
and already is unleashing nature’s
fury upon our communities and our
people.” The Chief Executive has
made commitments to prioritize cli-
mate resiliency and sustainability in
all social and infrastructure projects
of his administration.

The UAE envoy has reaffirmed
his country’s strong commitment to
the Philippines — one of its allies in
Asia—to support the country’s envi-
ronmental and economic programs.

Alzaabi also told Marcos that they
are looking forward to the Philip-
pines becoming a member of the
“Global Mangrove Alliance,” noting
that it will benefit the country, being
prone to calamities and disasters.

Marcos said joining the alliance
would be good for the Philippines,
noting the government’s efforts in
preserving and restoring the man-
groves,

“We have made great efforts to
preserve and restore our mangrove
ecosystem... the law in the Philip-
pines is, you cannot touch man-
groves at all, and because of that,
the mangroves have grown back,”
Marcos said.

“In fact, they grow back so much
that sometimes they are already
beginning to block the rivers. So
maybe there is mych you can learn
on the management of it because
I think we have done as much as
we can in terms of preservation,”
he added.

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources will be very
pleased to participate in the Global
Mangrove Alliance, Marcos said.

“Bul again, the preservation of
the mangroves is a big issue. Itis a
very important point for the Philip-
pines because of all the waterways
that we have,” he added.

- With Helen Flores
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NARGOS VISITS MAYON EVACUEES:
~ WORK PROGRAM SET AT SHELTERS

By Ma. April Mier-Manjares
@MaAprilMierINQ

GUINOBATAN,  ALBAY—A

few days after villagers within

the danger zone around Mayon

Volcano were ordered to evac-

uate, President Marcos arrived

here on Wednesday to check on
their condition and personally
hand out food packs.

But the families displaced
by the volcano’s renewed activ-
ity said they would prefer cash
and livelihood assistance, say-
ing their children needed food
more nutritious than instant
noodles, the usual grocery item
found in the aid rations.

“The evacuees receive suf-
ficient food [among the] relief

goods but our children cannot

survive with just noodles for
breakfast every day. We real-
ly need cash [to buy food our-
selves],” Rayson Mayor, 36, a
resident of Mi-isi in Daraga
town who was forced to flee
and move to Barangay Anislag,

said in a phone interview on
Wednesday. X '

At around 4 p.m., Mr. Mar-
cos arrived in Albay togeth-
er with United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Ambassador Mohamed
Obaid and went straight to the
evacuation center at Guino-
batan Community College.

The UAE has donated some

55 tons of relief goods, with packs °

containing Basmati, tea and flour
coming from India; canned tuna
from Thailand; dates from Saudi
Arabia; cooking oil, pasta, sugar,
milk, tomato paste, powdered
milk and beans.

The President later pro-
ceeded to Albay Astrodome
in Legazpi City for the launch
of an emergency employment
program for the evacuees un-
der the Department of Labor
and Employment (Dole).

Ma. Zenaida Campita, direc- -

tor of Dole’s regional office in
Bicol, said the agency had allo-
cated about P5o million for the
program.

AID ASSURED President Mar-
cos visits Mayon evacuees at
Mauraro in Guinobatan, Albay
province, on Wednesday. He
particularly orderedthe setup
of more water treatment ma-
chines for the families. —=magrK
ALVIC ESPLANA

Evacuees willing to work
would be paid to keep the evac-
uation centers clean, particu-
larly the kitchen and the toilets;
to do some gardening and (o

help camp managers in prepar-
ing food.

Under the program, there
will be one representative per
family who can work and earn
P365 per day for 30 days. “After-
wards, even if they have already
returned to their homes, we can
still help them in their liveli-
‘hood,” Campita said.

Common kitchen
In a speech at Albay Astro-
dome, the President said he
would order the Metropolitan

Manila Development Authority

to send 8o more water filtration
machines for the evacuees, and
the Department of Health to

closely monitor their condition.

' Norman Laurio, the direc-
tor of the Department of Social
Welfare and Development in
Bicol, said her office had asked
other local governments for
help to provide a wider variety
of food for the evacuees, as well
as set up “common kitchens
so that the families could cook

their own meals.”

Beneficiaries of the DSWD’s
Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino
Program (4Ps) in Barangay Sta.
Cruz in Ligao City have also
set up a “community pantry”
at Basag Campsite where some
Mayon evacuees are staying.

Jean Cambusa, 48, said she
and 10 other 4Ps recipients in
her village agreed to donate
fruits and vegetables harvested
from their own backyard, like
jackfruit, papaya and malung-
gay, among others.

“I also want to help because

I know how it feels to be in an
. evacuation center. [Once| there

was a typhoon that hit us and
we had no food and water in-
side the evacuation centers,”
Cambusa said.

Store in evacuation centers
Hugo Buen, chief of the Ta-
baco City Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion and Management Office,
said some of the evacuated
families continue to weave ab-

]

aca products and brought their
sari-sari store items to sell in-
side the evacuation centers.
“Some of them asked for
space in the evacuation center
that will serve as a stockroom for
their raw materials,” Buen said.
According to Eugene Esco-
bar of the Albay Public Safety
and Emergency Management
Office, most of the affected vil-
lagers were farmers, but the
_provincial and national govern-
ment would later try to teach
them other livelihood skills.
The province has a current
stockpile of relief items that
could meet the needs of the
evacuees for 40 to 45 days, Es-
cobar added. :
As of Wednesday noon,
5,016 families or 17,94 persons
were staying in 30 evacuation
centers and private house-
holds in Ligao City, Tabaco
City, Daraga, Camalig, Sto.

Domingo, Malilipot and Gui-
-nobatan. —wiTH A REPORT FRoMm

MICHAEL B. JAUCIAN INQ
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quakes, 309
rockfall events
recorded

in Mayon

By ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The Philippine Institute of Volca-
-nology and Seismology (Phivolcs) on
Wednesday, June 14, said it recorded
seven volcanic earthquakes and 309
rockfall events in Mayon the past 24

hours.

These are more than the previous
24-hour monitoring of Albay’s restive
volcano, which recorded one volcanic
quake and 221 rockfall events. |

“Thin ash from the rock- P> B

7 volcanic quakes, 309 rockfall
events recorded in Mayon 1«

falls and continuous moderate degas-
sing from the summit crater produced
steam-laden plumes that bent and
crept downslope before drifting general
~east,” Phivolcs said in a bulletin issued
at 8 a.m. on Wednesday. :

Furthermore, a very slow effusion of
lava from the summit crater, emplac-
ing lava flow and collapse debris on the
Mi-isi and Bonga gullies, on the south
and southeastern sides, respectively,
within about a kilometer of the crater,
was observed.

According to Phivolcs, seven four-
minute-long dome-collapse pyroclastic
density currents (PDCs) were detected
via seismic signals as well as visually
observed.

Likewise, fair crater glow, or “ba-
naag,” and incandescent rockfall shed
from new fluidal lava at Mayon Volca-
no's summit were constantly observed.

Parameters still indicate
high-level unrest
Mayon Volcano is “currently in a
relatively high level of unrest,” due to
magma in the crater.

" It has been on alert level 3 since June
8, indicating a “hazardous eruption is
possible within weeks or even days.”

The evacuation of residents within
the six-kilometer permanent danger
zone has been recommended due to the
risk of PDCs, lava flows, rockfa]ls and
other volcanic hazards.

Phivolcs warned the public to be

cautious of PDCs, lahars, and sediment-
laden stream flows along channels
draining the volcano edifice.

It pointed out that heavy rainfall
could cause channel-confined lahars
and sediment-laden stream flows on
channels where PDC deposits were
emplaced.

L.lkemse it said ashfall events may
“most likely” occur on the south side
of the volcano, based on the current
prevailing wind pattern.

Phivolcs advised civil aviation au-
thorities to ask pilots to avoid flying
close to the volcano because ash from
sudden eruption may pose hazards to
aircraft.

LGUs ready for the worst

Interior and Local Government
Secretary Benhur Abalos said the local
government units (LGUs) in the Mayon
Volcano-affected areas are preparing
for the “extreme scenario” even if it
remains under alert level 3.

In an interview over CNN Philip-
pines on Wednesday, June 14, Abalos
said the LGUs can evacuate 40,000
people within two days once alert level
£ is raised in Mayon Volcano.

“Once na mag-alert level 4 ito, nag-
usap kami ng mga governor (I talked
to the governors), they could evacuate
up to 40,000, sabi nila (they said), in a
span of 48 hours. Magaling ang LGUs
ng Albay (The LGUs of Albay are profi-

_ cient), from the governor to the mayors,

—
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I've seen it myself,” Abalos said.

P33.6-M relief aid
sent to evacuees

Amid Mayon Volcano's unrest,
relief assistance from the national
government, private organizations,
and non-government organizations
worth P33,640,219.14 had been
delivered to evacuees in Albay, the
Office of Civil Defense (OCD) said on
Wednesday, June 14.

Out of this, a total of 9.2 million
worth of assistance came from the
OCD. The latest batch of relief items
transported to Albay include tarpau-
lin rolls, N95 face masks, family food
packs, hygiene kits, pelican cases,
and a portable water filtration unit.

“We will continue to provide
necessary support from the national
government to the affected local
government units. Our coordination
with OCD regional offices is con-
tinuous as we closely monitor the
situation,” OCD Administrator Un-
dersecretary Ariel Nepomuceno said.

-~ The bulk of assistance is com-
posed of family food packs for the
displaced residents amounting to
P18.6 million. This was followed
by hygiene kits worth $6.03 mil-
lion, and sleeping kits worth P4.66
million.

The OCD will also provide 3,200
rice sacks amounting to P4 million
for the affected communities, ac-
cording to Nepomuceno, to ensure
that the evacuees will have enough
supply of food.

Data from the National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management
Council (NDRRMC) showed that
there are 9,571 families or 37,231
individuals from Bacacay, Camalig,
Ligao, Daraga, Guinobatan, Malili-

pot, Sto. Domingo, and Tabaco who
have been affected by Mayon Vol-
cano’s continuing unrest.

Of this, 4,417 families or 15,502
indwiduals were evacuated from
their homes and staying in 22 evacu-
ation centers.

“We have reminded our counter-
parts and the LGUs [local govern-
ment units] to implement precau-
tionary measures aggressively to
ensure the safety of the residents.
We also ask the residents to always
follow authorities’ warnings and
advisories.” Nepomuceno said.

Assistance from Romualdez

Meanwhile, 869 families affected
by Mayon Volcano in the town of
Guinobatan and Ligao City in Albay
are beneficiaries of 5,000 cash as-
sistance each from House Speaker
Martin Romualdez. ,

Albay Rep. Fernando Cabredo

~ came from the speaker's special

fund.

“Ito ay special fund na inilagay
ng ating speaker sa DSWD. Kausap
ko din ang ating (DSWD-Region 5)
Director Norman Laurio at sa lokal
na pamahalaan ng Ligao, lalo na kay
Mayor Nando Gonzales, kung kaya
labis ang ating pasasalamat (This is
a special fund given by our speaker
to the DSWD. I also talked to Director
Norman Laurio and the local govern-
ment of Ligao, particularly Mayor
Nando Gonzales, and we are very
thankful),” Cabredo said.

Cabredo, who initiated the as-
sistance, said that he initially asked
for 2,000 cash assistance from Ro-
mualdez but it was raised to $5,000.

“Unang-una, kinuwento ko sa

ating speaker ang tunay na kalagay-

an. Nalaman ko sa DSWD na wala
ng problema sa pagkain. Pero sinabi
ko sa speaker, maliban sa pagkain,
mayroon pang pangangailangan
ang ating mga evacuees, Katulad ng
pamasahe, gastusin sa araw-araw,
mga gamut, at pambili ng pag-
kain para sa kanilang mga alagang
hayop. Wala na silang kabuhayan
ngayon dahil nandito sila sa evacu-
ation center, ‘Yun ang sinabi ko sa
speaker na kung puwede mabigyan
sila ng financial assistance (I told the
speaker the real situation. The DSWD
told me there is no problem with
the food. But I told the speaker, the
evacuees also need money for their
daily expenses. They do not have any
livelihood because they are staying
in the evacuation center. I asked
the speaker if they could be given
financial assistance),” Cabredo said.

A payout was held on Wednes-
day at Campsite Evacuation Center
in Barangay Basag, Ligao City for
evacuees from Purok 3 and Purok 4
in Barangay Baligang, this city, while
affected families in Guinobatan will
receive their cash assistance today,
June 15.

Teresa Desacula, 29, an evacuee
from Barangay Baligang, said that
the cash assistance she received will
be used to buy milk, diapers, and
vitamins for her six-month-old son.

Desacula, a housewife with
four children, said his family lives
through farming at the slope of
Mayon Volcano.

~ Myrna Bobis, 53, a person with
disability (PWD) and an evacuee from
Barangay Baligang, said she will use
the money to purchase maintenance
medicines. (With reports from Mar-
tin Sadongdong, Chito Chavez, and
Nifo Luces)
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regular holiday for Eid’l Adha

By ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

Malacaniang has declared June
28,2023, a regular holiday through-
out the country in observance of
Eid’l Adha, or the Feast of Sacrifice.

Executive Secretary Lucas Ber-
samin signed Proclamation No. 258
by the authority of President Marcos
on June 13.

_ Based on the proclamation, the
Commission on Muslim Filipinos

recommended the declaration of

Islamic holidays celebrated world-
wide each year and is considered
holier than Eid’l Fitr, which marks
the end of Ramadan.

The feast honors the willingness
of Ibrahim to sacrifice his son as an
act of obedience to God’s command.
It also marks the culmination of the
annual Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca
or the Hajj.

It is one of the greatest feasts
of Islam, and Republic Act (RA) No.
9849 pmv_ides that it would be ob-

June 28 as a national holiday follow-
ing the 1444 Hijrah Islamic Lunar
Calendar.

Eid’l Adha is the second of two

served as a regular holiday.

Proclamations declaring national

holidays for the observance

of Eid'l Fitr and Eid’l Adha >5

Palace declares June 28 -
regular holiday for Eid’l Adha 1«

are issued after the approximate
days of the Islamic holidays have
been determined under the Islamic
calendar or upon Islamic astronomi-
cal calculations. -

' The National Commission on
Muslim Filipinos is the body that
makes the recommendanon based

on Saudi Arabia’s highest religious
body.

The Philippines has been observ-
ing Eid’] Adha as a national holiday
for nine years. In 2002 RA 9177 de-
clared Eid'l Adha only a regular holi-
day in the former Autonomous Re-
gion in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM).




