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~ Phl losing war vs
plastlcs DENR chief

By BELLA CARIAS’O

- Environment ‘Maria Antonia
Yulo-loymgayesherdayadnutbedﬁut&le
country is not winning the war against
ssmgle-us_e plastics as the daily waste
generation increased to 61,000 metric tons
rom only 16,000 MT in 2016. ;

“We are not winning the war definitely
against single-use plastics,” said Yulo-
I.. 1 at a press conference dumgathe
o? World Environmen
BasedmthelamstDENR Emnmmt—

,talManagemmtBureaudata,atleastlZ

or 762310 MT gfay the total garbage

luced e are plasticwaste.
tgrl?ja]ly difficult to find replacement
because of the durability of single-use
plastics and the cost.. is about in-
veah:nentmchennstry We need to do the
research to identify the pmd‘uct

we were not going to do that, wewﬂlnnt
be able to wipe it out,” Yulo-Loyzaga said.
She added that the challenge of finding
areplacement for si plastics should
not only be left to academe and the govern-
ment, but should also involve prodgﬁers
“We need to be doing our research but

that will replace the smgle-use

certainly the producers, those that are

using the plasﬁc ‘products, they need to

_ be mponslble for finding a sustam.able

replacement,” she noted.

According to Yulo-Loyzaga, the gov-
ernment should address the social issue
on the use of single-use plastics.

“The single-use Iplast;r: issue is not a
single dimensional issue. It has a social
issue attached to it. If we cannot address
the social issue, we will not be able to
address the use of single use plastics,”
she said.

For his part, DENR Undersecmetary
Jonas Leones said the volume of garbage
generated daily will further increase if
measures will not be undertaken.

“Definitely, if we will not be address-
ing it now, i there will be no solid waste
segregation and the unabated dumping of
garbage will persist,” Leones said.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the DENR targets at
least 1,000 enterprises to be able to reg-
ister their respective extended producer
responsibility programs as mandated by
Republic Act 11898 or the Extended Pro-

ducer Responsibility Act of 2022.
“So far, we have counted 4,000 obliged
rises. Unfortunately, we orllsr\:ehave
600( )&wtacmallyregrsmﬂ,
Yulo-Loyzaga led tree ¥ 1
tivities as part of the celebra of orld

Environment Day y yesterday
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‘Oceana for the government to ban single-use
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now at 60K MT

From 16,000 metric tons in 2016, the: solid waste
generated by Filipinos daily went up by 275 percent
to 60,090- MT this year, enough to fill up around 24 '
Olympic-size swimming pools, according to the

Department of Environment and Natural Resourc-

es (DENR). Of this number, plastic waste accounted
for 30 percent to 40 percent, prompting a call from:

plastlcs —STORY BY JANE BAUTISTA

E

Filipinos losing war against
single-use plastics-DENR

ran

By Jane Bautista
@janebautistalNQ

The amount of solid waste gen-
‘erated daily by Filipinos went
up by 275 percent to 60,000
etric tons this year—enough

to fill uparound 24 Olympic-size -

swimming pools—compared to
16,000 MT in 2016. i
~ Of the 60,000 MT of solid
waste, plastic accounted for 30

" percent to 4o percent, Environ-

ment Undersecretary Jonas Le-
ones told reporters on Monday,
which was also World Environ-
ment Day. : y

Environment Secretary An-

tonia Yulo Loyzaga, who led the
celebration, lamented that the
country was not winning the
war against single-use plastics.

“There’s a social issue at-
tached to it and if you cannot
address the social issue, we will
not be able to address the use
of single-use plastics,” she said,
calling on large-scale enterpris-
es using plastic packaging to be
responsible in looking for a sus-
tainable replacement.

“It is not only the govern-

L

DOVE SPOTTING A zebra dove scavenges for food among
piles of garbage in a creek in Taguig City where the Metropal-
itan Manila Development Authority led a cleanup last week.

According to environment officials, the country generates up

to 60,000 metric tons of solid waste daily. —RICHARD A.REYES

ment and certainly not the com-
munity that is [leaning] to use it.
Those who generated it should
take responsibility in terms of
their role in [eradicating] that,”
Loyzaga said. nep i
Under the Extended Producer
Responsibility Act which lapsed
into law last year, big companies
should implement policies on the
proper management of plastic
packaging waste. However, only
600 out of 4,000 firms have taken

steps to comply with the law.

To address the garbage prob-
lem, the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is looking into prioritiz-
ing its programs for fast-moving
consumer goods companies that
are large generators of plastics.

It has also taken steps to
ramp up the country’s waste
management program with the
National Solid Waste Manage-
ment Commission’s approval of
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the 10-year solid waste manage-
ment plans (SWMPs) submitted
by 54 cities and municipalities.
The DENR’s May 2023 data
showed that 1,263 out of 1,592
local government units (LGUs),
or 79 percent, have approved
SWMPs—a requirement under

Republic Act No. 9oo3, or the

Ecological Solid Waste Man-
agement Act of 2000.

Failure to imalel;lent
But delays in the prep -
and appmval of the p].ans ere

hampering their implementa-

tion, the Commission on Audit

(COA) said in afmmtﬁlwﬁk
It observed ﬂmax as of 2021,

_the country had just 11,637 ma-

terial recovery facilities servic-
ing only 39 percent of 42,046
barangays and 245 operational
sanitary landfills sersm;ing just
29 percent of 1,634 LGUs.

- State auditors further noted
that instead of reducing solid
waste generation, the Ecolog-

ical Solid Waste Management

Act of 2000 failed to prngres

swﬁachimim
“More than 20 years after 'rihe

passage of RA 9003, [annual] sol-
id waste generation in the coun-
try has steadily increased from
9.07 million MT in 2000 to 16.63
million MT in 2020,” the COA
said. It projected that this could
rise to 19.76 million MT in 2030
and 24.50 million MT in 2045.

The COA attributed the situ-
ation to the “frail” enforcement
of and compliance with the law
due to the political, financial and
tec'ﬁmd limitations of LGUs
gnd implementing agencies.

For international advocacy
organization Oceana, it was high
time the government banned

single-use plastics; citing re-
eentstudies that conﬁ:med the

presence of microplastics in
the environment.

- “Plastic is an escalating crisis
for the environment, health and
climate. If we don’t act now to
mitigate its impacts, when will
the government move? Banning
single-use plastics with the ut-
most sense of urgency is amust
now more than ever,” said Ocea-

* na acting vice Pmsident Rose

Liza Eisma-Osorio. “wiTH A Re-
PORT FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH INQ
ol
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P H n nat Environment and Natural
3 ' AR Resources (DENR) on
Monday admitted that the

W| n nl ng Philippines is not winning

the war against smgle-use -

wa r vs plr;ﬁ:ss-iﬁgld-use plastics

issue is not asingle

p Ia st | c dimension issue, it can have

! . ' - a social issue attachment

el | bl and if we cannot address
the socia! issue we will :
notbe able to aqldress the,
use of single-use plastics,”
DENR Secretary Maria
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said
during the celebration of .
World Environment Day on
Monday. :

She cited certain sectors
whose only option is to
utilize single-use plastics. - .

“Sgo there's a very huge

 social dimension that
needs to be addressed,” she
said.”If we cannot replace
single-use plastics we will
not be able to actually
address this problem.”

Citing the United Nations
report, the DENR said that
over 400 million tons of plastic

is produced’ worldwide every
year, onélhl!d of which is
used just om:e .Every day,
the equlvalent of over 2,000
garbage trucks full of plastic
is dun'ipEd Irromhs. rivers
andlakes.

DENR Undersecretary
Jonas Leones said that the
country generates 61,000
metric tons of solid waste
daily of which 12 percent or
7,090 MT are plastics. '

In January this' ear.
Loyzaga slgned
Implemenﬂng ruhs and
regulations of Republic Act
11898, or the “Extended
Producer Responsibility
Act of 2022." The law
aims to address the
mismanagement of plastic
waste and maximize the
material value of plastics.

JANINE ALEXIS MIGUEL
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sees seaweed as
option to plastic

By BERNIE CAHILES-MAGKILAT

The Aboitiz Group is work-
-ing on the Reimagine Seaweed
initiative, set to transform the
seaweed-industry of the Phil-
ippines as an alternative to
single-use plastic as it joined
the global efforts to fight plas-
tic pollution.

The Group, which is under-
going its Great Transformation
to become the Philippines’ first
Techglomerate, said in that
it is also taking an innova-
tive approach as it joined the
#BeatPlasticPollution on World
Environment Day 2023, today,
June 5,

In a statement, the Aboitiz
group cited the growing in-

terest in using seaweed as an

alternative to single-use plastic
presents possibilities and op-
portunities.

. The Reimagine Seaweed
Initiative is holistically de-
signed to create a sustainable
and profitable seaweed indus-

try that prowdes livelihoods to

farmers, promotes biodiver-
sity, reduces plastic pol]unon
and mitigates the effects of
climate change. 3

For instance, City Sav-

ings Bank (CitySavings), the
thrift bank subsidiary of the
Aboitiz-led Union Bank of the
Philippines (UnionBank), part-
nered with Envirotech Waste
Recycling, Inc. (Envirotech)
to upcycle plastic waste into
classroom essentials: school
chairs. In support of the De-
partment of Education (DepEd)
Matatag agenda to supplement
basic education facilities and
services, CitySavings donated
50 plastic chairs made of up-
cycled waste plastic to Kapitan
Tomas Monteverde Sr. Central
Elementary School in Davao
City and Tunasan National High
School in Muntinlupa City.
Furthermore, the construc-
tion arm of the Group, Aboitiz
Construction, has been im-

.

nafipey (NRLITRTTE
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nan

plementing its policy against

single-use plastics across all
projects and facilities since
last year. The implementation
resulted in a 14.60% reduction
of plastic wastes from 2022 to
2023. Also, this initiativeisan-
chored to the firm’s compliance
to ISO 14001: 2015 (Environ-
mental Management System)
and to its future plan of stan-
dardizing materials recovery
facilities on all sites.
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o The waters

of Fukushima

E Greek philosopher Thales

theorized that life originated

_from water as every living being
| is dependent on water for life.

While- this-may not hold water
(pun intended), as even his student
Anaximander later refuted him,

one thing is certain — we all are
still dependent on water and if

there would be one last battle, it

- would be a fight for water.

Last year, Japanese authorities
jannounced a plan to release about

1.3 million tons of water from

the wrecked Fukushima Daiichi

- nuclear plant. This was after an as-

surance from the government that

, the water to be released would not
,posea_l.hmtto_lhmanhea]ﬂ;m
_the marine environment, as it had

already been treated to remove
most radioactive materials.
However, protesters, including
local fishing communities and
countries in the region, say other-
‘wise as the water will still contain
tritium, a naturally occurring
radioactive form of hydrogen that
is technically difficult to separate
from water, thus posing a risk to
local fisherfolk — a double wham-
my after having suffered great
devastation from the magnitude
9.0 earthquake which triggered
a huge tsunami that killed more
than 18,000 people on Japan's
northeastem coast almost 12
years ago. The tsunami ended up
crashing into Fukushima Daiichi,

‘knocking out its backup electricity

supply, triggering meltdowns in
three of its reactors and sending
large quantities of radiation into
the atmosphere in the most serious
nuclear accident since Chernobyl a
quarter of a century earlier.

~ According to Iapanese authori-
ties, the wastewater in Fukushima

is being stored in more than 1,000

tanks, which they say need to

" be removed so the plant can be

decommissioned — a prockss ex-
pected to take from 30 to 40 years.
Probably the reason why they want

it released as soon as possible is

to expedite the decommissioning,

- NAKED
| THOUGHT

CHARLIEYV.

MANALO

.Not only local fisherfolk have
voiced their dissent but South
Korea and China have joined
the opposition as both countries
raised “grave concerns” about the
proposed release.

In fact, South Korea has yet to
lift its ban on Fukushima seafood.

They are not alone.

Yesterday, as the world cele-
brated Environment Day, a group
of local environmentalists here in
the Philippines banded together
and joined the calls to pressure
‘Japan into forgoing its plan to
‘release “contaminated waters”
from Fukushima.

Calling themselves Bantay Nuk-
leyar, the group, composed of pro-
fessionals, students, sports enthu-
siasts, among others, announced
that they plan to stage some kind
‘of protest action in Palawan on
Thursday, June 8, on the coastline
of Busuanga in Palawan.

According to the group, they
picked the Palawan coastline as the
island is the country’s last frontier.
~ And they could not have cho-

~ sen a better place to voice their

concern. A big “No!” to polluting
our waters — be it in Japan or
anywhere else.

Xk %
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Llfestyle switch needed
to help preserve

envnronment says bishop

By CHRISTINA HERMOSO

Apostolic Vicariate of Taytay in
Palawan Bishop Broderick Pabillo
has called on the faithful to switch to
a simpler lifestyle to help protect and
preserve the environment.

A change in lifestyle, the bishop
said, could help amid the continuous
destruction of the environment, and
the problems posed by climate change.

The country observes the month
of June as Philippine Environment
Month. The World Environment Day
is marked every June 5. -

"Weall need to do our shareinen-
vironmental protection. Our environ-
ment is in dire need of protection. Let
us change our lifestyle to help pre-
serve our environment,” said Pabillo,

who is also chairman of the Catholic
Bishops Conference of the Philippines
(CBCP)-Episcopal Commission on
Stewardship, over Radio Veritas.

“Being responsible stewards
of the environment is not a diffi-
cult task if we take it to heart. We all
need to preserve the world we live in
also for the future generation,” the
Church leader added.

The prelate said “a simpler life-
style may be reflected in the food
we eat, in limiting the use of plas-
tic bags, and by encouraging others
to do their share in protecting the
environment”.

“The little contribution that we
will make will yield good results for
the protection of the environment,”
the bishop stressed. |
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PH, Israel .
joining hands
to protect
environment

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

Israel and the Philippines will
share best practices on environmen-
tal protection and provide training for
each others’ experts and scientists as
the two countries pursue another area
of cooperation on their 65th year of

§ diplomatic relations.

Israeli Foreign Minister Eliyahu
Cohen and Department of
Forelgn Affairs - (BFA) Sec~ ’ ‘I

PH, Israel joining hands
to protect environment 1«

retary Enrique Manalo on Monday,

June 5, signed the Memorandum of

Understanding on Cooperation in the

which will allow Tel Aviv and Manila
to address common challenges related
to the environment as well as preserve

Field of Environmental Protection, the ecosystem, manage disaster risk,

PHILIPPINE VISITOR — Israel Ambassador to Manila llan Fluss welcomes Israeli Foreign
Minister Eli Cohen (right) upon his arrival in Manila on Sunday, June 4, 2023, for a two-
day nﬂu:ial visit to boost bilateral ties between the Philippines and Israel.




-

MI!N" {i&‘ kJllllll”'"]'m | ‘ | : \/f/!j woned L)

P, [spaen

LAt L8 ¥ 14

Ly

06-06-23

"an

and promote and disseminate environ-
mental technologies.

Cohen arrived in Manila on Sun-
day to mark the first-ever visit to
the Philippines of an Israeli top dip-
lomat in 56 years. His trip is aimed
at boosting “the historically friendly
relations” between the two countries,
the Israeli Embassy in Manila said.

The agreement mandates the two
countries to tackle water pollution, pro-
tect biodiversity, adapt to climate change,
prepare their respective responses for
environmental emergencies and promote
environmental technologies.

Before the signing of the diplo—
matic notes, Cohen sat down with
Manalo for a bilateral talk at the
Manila Hotel, where they discussed
priority areas of cooperation, which
included defense and security, tour-
ism, trade and investment, agricul-
ture, science and technolqg_y, and
people-to-people ties. -

In his opening speech, Cohen said
he was seeing a “bright future” for
Israel-Philippine relations, which he
was seeking to further expand.

Cohen sought for a direct flight

between the two countries to make

stronger relations possible, particu-
larly in tourism and business. =

The Israeli official also paid tribute
to former president Manuel L. Quezon,
who implemented an “Open-door”
policy during World War 11 to save
about a thousand Jews.

For his part, Manalo emphasized
‘the importance of confidence-build-
ing with key partners, which include

Israel, and expressed optimism to
sustain positive momentum of the two
countries’ relatlons ]

Israelexpands
embassy in Manila
~ Israel also announced on Monday
the expansion of its embassy in the

Philippines.

Cohen inaugurated the new ofﬁces3 '

of the embassy.
“We’re thrilled m announce ’the

éxpansion of our embassy, reflecting
the growing and flourishing relations

between Israel and the Philippines,”

the Embassy of Israel in Manila said. -

Cohen’s two-day visit will boost
the historically friendly relations
between Israel and the Philippines
spanning about 65 years now.

Signing of various agreements,

participation in meetings with

the public and private sectors and

boosting trade cooperation of the

two nations are only among the
other expected acﬁvines of the Is-
raeli official.

Cohen was also scheduled to pay

-awurtesymllonPIeSidﬂItMam

and hold meetings with National
Economic and Development Au-
thority (NEDA) Secretary Arsenio
Balisacan, the embassy said.

An Israel business delegation
will join Cohen in some of his activi-
ties to connect with Filipino busi-
ness companies, the embassy paid.

Israeli Ambassador to the

 ippines Ilan Flus said Cohen’s vis

“reassures that Israel is aﬁ:tandand

an ally of the Philippines.” ?
- “And we see the relations flour-

ishing further in the years to come,”

“he added.
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OFF LIMJ'I'S FORNOW Tourists enjoy the Kawasan Falls in Badian, Cebu as shownin thls 2018 photu Gov, Gwendnlyn Garcla on Friday suspended activities, |nc|uqu swimming, at the falls due |
to dangerous debris in the tourist site's vicinity. —puoro FRom cEsu DAILY NEWS

~ GOVSHUTS

'CEBU

NTOP TOURIST SITE

INSIIIITHGBIIIIIIETIISAFFWUNI}

By Dale Israel
@dalegisrael

CITY-Canyoneering
and swimming activities at the
Kawasan Falls in Barangay Ma-
tutinao, Badian town, in south-
ern Cebu province were halted

starting on June 2 due to dan-

gerous ruins in the area.

Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn Gar-

c1a 1ssued Executwe Order No.
14, also on June 2, to protect lo-
cals and tourists who visit the
place to relax and enjoy. The
suspensmnvnll be enforced un-
til further notice.

“Any injury or mishap re-

sulting from the gross neglect

of the possible dangers that
these illegal structures and

dangerous ruins may cause to

the public would definitely ad-
versely aﬂ'ect the_ tounsm in-

Badiim, located 103.9 kilo-
meters south of Cebu City, is

known for its Kawasan Falls,

one of the sites for canyoneer-

ing activities in the municipali-

ty that had drawn water sports

enthusiasts from different parts

of the country.

In an interview on Monﬂax, :

Garcia said the provincial gov-
ernment wqp_ld be taking over

the adnumst:rauon of Kawasan
Falls, which flows through Ma-
tutinao Rlver in Badian and
managed by the local govern-
ment.

“That is a disaster waiting
to happen. And I don’t want
a black mark on Cebu's tour-

ism, partxcula.rly Kawasan Falls

which is recognized [as] one of
the most beautiful falls in the
world. So rather than allow that
disaster to happen, we might
as well take that preventive ac-
tion,” she said.

: l-lazarduus. life- th:eatening

Garcia noted that the debris
from structures destroyed by
Typhoon “Odette” (internation-
al name: Rai) in December 2021
had not been cleared.

Garcia said there should also

;be a review of the rates smce
 of fzaum do n

canyoneérihs acuvity :

“I hope that when we finally
[reJopen [Kawasan Falls], people
will say wow, especially Cebua-
nos, they will be very proud to
be Cebuanos because we have
such a jewel in this island,” she
said.

PR Febmary? personnel '
from the Badian local govern-

ment and the pollce conducted

a ;omt ocular inspection show-

_ing the presence of hazard-

ous rpetallxc spikes and illegal
structures within the defined
easement zones of the falls. .
 Further inspection done
by the Provincial Environment
and Natural Resources Office
at a dam of the well-visited
canyoneering trails of the Ka-
wasan Falls also revealed a
“life-threatening” passage of
water that needs to be repaired
or removed.

The provincial government
said these illegal structures and
dangerous ruins were just dis-
regax;led for over a year now.

“There is a need to abate the
discoyered illegal structures
and dangerous ruins within the
defined easement zones of Ka-

~ wasan Falls to ensure the safe-

ty of the pubhc Gama s order
stated.

"'l‘hepmvmcialmnm‘is-

~ also empowered to adopt ad-

equate measures to safeguard
and conserve land, marine, for-
est and other resources of the
province, in coordination with
the mayors of the component
cities and municipalities,” it
added.

Garcia ;:hrected the loca,l po-
lice to strictly monitor the im-
plementation of her order. wa
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ON THE WATCH — A man is dwarfed by the thick mangrove at the Las Pifias-Parafiaque Wetland Park where he had ventured to go fishing.
The preservation of such mangroves is one of the focal points during the observation of World Environment Day on June 5, 2023. (Ali Vicoy)




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

Iw TIATI
‘.,_,..-.w SERVICE

TITLE :

VES

A broader ok at fodey’ beoess

BusinessMirror %

UPPER GE1
STORY

LOWER

BANNER
STORY

EDITORIAL

6206-23

“ARTOON

PAGE

DATE

DAR, DENR tie

up seeks to improve

land administration Cagayan Valley

and the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) are working
together to improve efficiency in land admin-

'I.' HE Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR)

istration and survey protesses in the Cagayan

Valley region.

Atty. Raul C. Laluan, DAR Assistant Regional
Director for Operations, emphasized the im-
portance of the collaborative effort after both

agencies held a joint Inspection, Verification

and Approval of Surveys (IVAS) for the purpose,

“By working together, we can enhance the
efficiency of our processes and ensure that land
surveyactivities are conducted meticulously. This
will have a direct positive impact on our agrar-
ian reform beneficiaries (ARBs) and contribute
to the sustainable development of our nation,”
he said in a statement.

Gwendolyn Bambalan, DENR Regional Ex-
ecutive Director expressed her appreciation for
DAR's commitment to improve the land admin-
istration system.

“The joint efforts of DAR and DENR dem-
onstrate our shared dedication to uphold the
integrity of land surveys. We are committed to
ensure that the rights of individuals are pro-
tected and that land resources are managed
properly,” she said.

Both agencies expressed their commitment
to continued cooperation, notonly in the inspec-
tion, verification, and approval of surveys but
also in broader initiatives aimed at advancing

land reform and sustainable land management
practices.

The consultation meeting primarily aims to
foster open communication and strengthen col-
laboration among the DAR and DENR officials and
tostreamline proceduresand ensure the accuracy
and reliability of land surveys.

The consultation also focused on the issues
and challenges faced by both agencies on in-
spection, verification, and approval processes.

During the meeting, participants engaged

- in fruitful discussions, sharing of insights and

experiences to identify areas for improvement
in the survey process. They explored strategies
to expedite the inspection and verification of
surveys, while maintaining the highest standards
of accuracy and integrity. -

The collaboration intends to come up with
clearer guidelines and streamlined procedures
to benefit both agencies and the communities
they serve.

The DAR, as the government agency respon-
sible for agrarian reform and the equitable dis-
tribution of agricultural lands, recognizes the

-critical role of accurate surveys inimplementing

land reform programs effectively.

Meanwhile, the DENR as a partner agency,
oversees land management and environmental
conservation, is instrumental in enhancing the
overall land administration system and protect-
ing the rights of agrarian reform beneficiaries.

Jonaﬂmnl myuga
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MARCOS URGED TO PROT

By Jane Bautista
@janebautistalNQ

Leaders from different sectors on
Monday urged President Marcos
to save the Masungi Georeserve
in Rizal province by intervening
in the continued deforestation of
the conservation area.

In an open letter released
on World Environment Day,
the groups criticized the “or-
chestrated attempt to stop the
Masungi Geopark Project.” cit-
ing the Department of Environ-

lence. These heroes deserve the
nation’s gratitude, not oppres-
sion,” the letter read.

The group cited a news re-
port, which said that the DENR
was considering canceling the
memorandum of agreement
(MOA) between the government
and the foundation.

2017 MOA
But according to Environ-
ment Secretary Antonia Loyza-
ga, the DENR has “not spoken
about a cancellation of the con-

GEORESERVE

ment and Natural Resources’
(DENR) move to “discredit, un-
dermine and altogether scrap”
the initiative.

“We believe our laws must
be applied liberally toward
conservation and not toward
destruction. We hope that a
resolution will be made in
a constructive way and not
through strong-arming, faithful
sustainable development part-
ners,” the group said.

The signatories to the open
letter include Neric Acosta,

tract,” as they are currently re-
viewing the document to take
the proper action.

The Masungi Georeserve
Foundation Inc. (MGFI) said the
2017 MOA between their orga-
nization and the DENR should
be read as an agreement for a
“perpetual land trust for conser-
vation” and not as a perpetual
license.

In its position paper sub-
mitted to the House committee
on natural resources chair and
Rep. Elpidio Barzaga on April

chairperson of the Philippine
Center for Environmental Pro-
tection and Sustainable Devel-
opment; Antonio - Contreras,
professor at the University
of the Philippines Los Bafos
School; and Lia Mai Torres,
executive director of the Cen-
ter for Environmental Con-
cerns-Philippines Inc.

“We condemn the attacks
against Masungi's environment
defenders in the form of disin-
formation, political and legal
harassment and physical vio-

11, MGFI said the MOA “should
be read in its entirety” and not
reduced to a single phrase of
“perpetual land trust.”
“Otherwise, the 2017 MOA
will not only disregard the pre-
mium given to the intent of the
contracting parties orignore the
most basic rules on interpreta-
tion of contracts, but will also
diminish the express constitu-

tional provisions in relation to-

environmental protection and
conservation,” the foundation
said in the document. Ng

ECT MASUNGI VS DEFORESTATION
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occurqlate'thls monlh or in }uly
but some areas in the country,
paruculaﬂy Luzon, may expen-

of Responsibility from June to_
October this year. <

Weather spemal;st Bemson
Esmrejasal&thzonsemfthewet
season 602& not meanlﬂmt 1t

oughts, some aqus m@y“
also have above normal rainfall.
“In fact during the third quartzr

, Ufﬂleyw,n:spo;mblethatthe

country will experience s|
typhoons and heavy rai

onlyon the last months oftheyeax
and first quarter of 2024 that we
may experience less rainfall,” the
Pagasa forecaster said.

El Nifio is a weather condi-
tion characterized by unusually
warmer than average sea surface
temperatures at the central and
eastern equatonal Pacific.
~ Citing Pagasa’s monitoring
track, Estareja said some of the.
tropical cyclones may make land-
fall in Luzon and Visayas while
others may enhance the southwest.
monsoon, specifically in the west-
ern part of the country. i

ARLIE O.CALALO
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INCREASING UNREST’

INMAYON, TAAL
NEWSIA!{\\

B .\_‘\ e RSP v |
ADVENTURE RIDE The Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology places Mayon Volcano under
increased rockfall. On Monday, several tourists are seen still enjoying all-terrain vehicle rides in Daraga, Albay, as clouds obscure the view of Mayon, —MARK ALVIE ESPLANA
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By Abby Boiser,
Deifin T. Mallaridr.
and Ma. April Mltr-lllhnjlnl

@Team Inqm.rer

LEGAZP! CITY—Farmers near
Mayon Volcano in Albay prov-
ince and residents around Taal
Volcano in Batangas: province
were advised to keep out of the
danger zones of these two active

volcanoes toquu;g their “in-
creasing unrest” s © said in a phone intervigw.

ince Sunday.

In a bulletin on Monday
morning, the Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs) raised the warning
. signal over Mayon to alert lev-
el 2, indicating the possibility

of phreatic, or steam-driven,

eruptions or hazardous mag
matic eruptions.
Mayon’s rockfall ewmts

also rose from a daily average -

of five in April to 49 since Sun-

day morning, Phivolcs said. The
agency’s seismic monitoring

group, the Mayon Volcano Net-
- work (MVN), has so far recorded
a total of 318 rockfall events.

. Paul Karson Alanis, resi-

dent volcanologist of the May-

on Volcana .Observatory Sta-

- tion at Ligion Hill here, said

rockfall events were caused by
the collapse of the lava dome.
But he said there was so far no
indication yet of rising magma.

“If there is magma pushing
from deep inside the volcano,
there should be more earth-
quakes that could break rocks. But
now, despite the limited number
of earthquakes recorded, the lava
dome is still growing,” Alanis

MVN has recorded 26 volca-
nic earthquakes since April.

Phivolcs urged residents
near Mayon to be vigilant and
refrain from entering its 6-ki-
lometer radius, the designated
permanent danger zone, to min-
imize risks from sudden explo-
sions, rockfalls and landslides.

Farmers returning

“In case of ashfall events that
may affect communities down-
wind of Mayon'’s crater, people
should cover their nose and
mouth with a damp, clean cloth
or dust mask,” the agency said.

Nonito Alemania, village
chief of Mi-isi in Daraga town,
said hls barangay would coor-

‘from Taal Volcano Observa-

‘DEGASSING’ Footage taken

tory catches the degassing

activity from the main crater
‘on June 4. —SCREENGRABFROM
' have reached a daily average

PHIVOLCS FACEBOOK PAGE

dindte with other agencies to
provide for the needs of farm-
ers who had been prohibited,

for now, from tilling on the

volcano's slopes.
Despite that restriction,
at least 60 farmers were still

returning to their farmlands

from time to time.

“If the local government
strictly prohibits them, they will
surely abide. But the problem
is that their main livelihood is

farming,” Alemania said.

He said other residents from
the danger zone had been relocat-
ed to Salvacion, another village.
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INI}HEASINE UNREST'IN MAYON, TAAL HESI[IENTS HEI.llI}ATEIJ

local

Alemania and other
officials continue to monitor
Mayon'’s activity as well as the
relocation of residents near the

danger zone.

Plumes
Meanwhile, Phivolcs re-
ported “voluminous steam-rich

" plumes [rising] to 3,000 meters

above Taal Volcano Island,” as of
its update on Monday morming.
Sulfur dioxide emissions

of around 5,831 tons since last
week, said'the agency, which
nevertheless . maintained the
alert level 1 category for Taal.

Residents in towns sur-
rounding Taal Lake were ad-
vised to continue monitoring
updates on Taal’s activity.

The volecano's island, or
“pulo,” to locals who used to

' lived there, has remained largely

deserted after it was declared a
permanent danger zone follow-
ing the January 2020 erupion.
At least 8oo families who
used to live off farming, f shing
and tourism on the island had
since been resettled to a reloca-
tion center in Talisav towi. ma




Pagasa monitoring

2 weather systems
outside PAR

By BELLA CARIASO

The state weather bu-
reau is monitoring cloud

clusters and a low-pres-’

sure area (LPA) outside
the Philippine area of

msponslbﬂlty (PAR).
ine Atmospher-

mmistrahon (PAGAS”A)
weather specialist Obet

- Badrina yesterday said
‘the LPA was spotte ]

the west.

"Atpreseilif, ﬂmmsﬁﬂ :

a small possibility that it
will enter the country, but
we will continue to moni-
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ic, Geo ysical and As- tor it,” Badrina said.
mmmmcal Sewices Ad-  TurntoPage3

Pagasa
- FromPage1

“We expect this [the cloud
clusters] to develop into.a low-
pressure area and may enter
PAR. It is possible that today
or tomorrow, it will enter
PAR,” he said.

Rains are expected in the
western section of Luzon
and the Visayas, in Palawan
and the Kalayaan Group of
Islands due to the sw&west
monsoon. |

PAGASA expects at Ieast 10
to 14 typhoons unh] October
2023. o
Meanwhlle, a 33-year-
old housewife died late af-
ternoon on Sunday after
lightning struck her in the
municipality of Mangatarem,
Pangasinan.

.Regional police reported
that Myrna Soriano from Ba-
rangay Tococ-Barikir was
found lifeless by her brother

0 A o 6

took shelter urmg a heavy
downpour.

In a separate incident, a

- 47-year-old man drowned

while swimming with rela-
tives in Bolmao, also in Pan-
gasinan.

Christopher Medrano
passed away last Sunday after
swimming to the breakwater.

= Couar Ramirey
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Cloud seeding eyed to

raise Angat water level

S5y RAMON EFREN LAZARO

MALOLOS - As the water el-
evation of Angat Dam continues to
slowly decrease despite the onset
of the wet season, the government
is eyeing rain-seeding operations
amonvglﬁmsible mitigation measures.

Sevillo David Jr., National Water
Resources Board executive direc-
tor, confirmed in a text message to
The STAR that the idea is among
those being considered to solve the
problem.

Records from the Bulacan Pro-
vincial Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management Office showed the
water elevation of at Dam as of 8
a.m. yesterday was at 188.65 metets,
or 8.65 meters above its minimum op-
erating level but 23.35 meters below
its normal high water level.

David said that if the need arises,
the Metropolitan Waterworks and
Sewerage System (MWSS) would
discuss with the Philippine Atmo-
spheric, Geophysical and Astronomi-
cal Services Administration and the
Bureau of Soils and Water Manage-
ment the rain-seeding operations

Angat Dam supplies more than

90 percent of the raw water require-

mentsﬁflor Nﬁefm Manila residents,
contributes hydropower generation
to the Luzon é‘ldand prog:-ideﬁ frri-
gation water to rice lands in Bulacan
and Pampanga provinces.

Earlier, David said the NWRB
had approved Angat Dam's water

allocation to MWSS from June 1-15
at 52 cubic meters per second (CMS).

However, this will be cut down to 50
CMS from June 16-30 as the National
a water allocation of 40 CMS as maxi-
mum allocation and “can be modified
based on actual irrigation requirement

FOHIOREAE v AT

|

it

considering local flows.”

: Meanwiile, the National El Nifio
Team met in Camp Aguinaldo yester-
day to discuss the development of the

national action plan for the weather
phenomenon and report on the ac-

tions taken by different agencies to
prepare for its g::ojecbed adverse im-
pacts on food, health, water, energy
secunlz and public safety.

“Public education on this climate
phenomenon and its impact is es-
sential to ensure that they support all
efforts such as water conservation and
other remedies. Again, the whole-of-
nation approach remains key to the

- effectiveness of our preparations and

interventions,” said Bernardo Rafaelito
ﬂé}iu“t(yadnﬁrliélxatorfﬂrq)eraﬁmw.
“We encourage our people to
join the national effort to r?am
for the challenges of the El Nifio

phenomenon. Your cooperation, at

‘the household level, will ensure that
our preparations will be holistic and

encompassing,” he added. f
‘The government agencies con-
tinue to lay down plans to mitigate
‘the possible negative impacts of El
— With Michael Punongbayan



Ch from the Universal Charge (UC-EC) for the rehabilitation
and rrranagemenl of watershed areas (Plan 18).

The pertinent allegations of the Petifion are hereunder quoted
as fol v £

1. NPCis a government owned-and-controlied corporation created
and existing under and by virtue of Republic Act No. 6935, as
amended (NPC Charter), with principal office address at NPC
Office Building Complex, Quezon Avenue Comer BIR Road,
Diliman, Quezon City, where it may be served with nolices and
other processes of this Honorable Commission;

2. Under the NPC Charter, particularly Section 3, paragraph (N},
NPC is vested with the power to exercise complele jurisdiction
and conlrol over watersheds surrounding the reservoir of plants
and/or projects it constructed;

3. To further st NPC's j and control aver
walersheds, Execufive Order [EO} No. 224 was issued on 16
July 1987, wherein NPC was granted complete jurisdiction,
control and rehabilitation function over the following watershed
areas and reservations: (a) Upper Agno Watershed Reservation
as covered by Proclamation No. 548: (b) Angat Watershed
Reservation as covered by Proclamation Nos. 505 and 588,
(c) Caliraya-Lumat Watershed Reservalion as covered by
Proclamation No. 573; (d) Makiling-Banahaw Geothermal
Reservations as covered by Proclamation No. 1111; (e)
Buhl-Baril Watershed as covered by Proclamation No. §73;
() Tiwi Geothermal Reservation as covered by Presidential
Proclamation No. 739;

4. Accordingly, NPC became responsible for the management,
protection, development, and rehabilitation of the aforementioned
\mershed areas, including but not limited to the following: (a)
Enforcement of forestry laws, rules and regulations goveming
the Integrated Management of Watershed Reservation under
Ministry Order No. 83-01-13, Series of 1982; (b) Identification of
areas which required immediate rehabilitation and development;
(c)"Preparation of plans and programs using the integrated
multiple use concept of Watershed Management for the
maximum utilization of Watarshed resources; (d) Formulation
andfor implementation of measures to prevent denudation
of forest cover and siltation of existing reservoirs; () Public
education and information drive to create awareness among
the populace about the importance of forest resources and
walershed areas; () Promotion of the development and
conservation of existing vegetalive cover; (g) Formulation
of plans and development programs for resettiement and

10. Plan 19 covers the six (6) watershed areas and reservations over
which NPC has complete jurisdiction and control by virtue of EQ
224; San Roque Watershed (Lower Agno) which is managed by
NPC for San Roque Multi-Purpose Project by virtue of PD 2320;
Lake Lanac-Agus River and Pulangi Watershed Area which are
covered by a Memarandum of Agreement between NPC and the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR);

. Plan 18, which was crafled with reference to the previous
proposed plans submitled to this Honorable Commission,
also forms part of, and Is premised on the NP Board approved
Integrated Walershed Master Plan for the Eleven (11) watershed
areas managed by NPC;

12. Aside from maintaining the objectives of the previous proposed
plans, Pian 19 seeks to: (a) attain the rehabiitation, through
vegetalive measures, of 895 hectares of opan and denuded
areas; (b) contribute to climate change mitigation the
sequestration of carbon equivalent 1o 3,472 tonsiyear (Lasco,
R.D. and Pulhin, F.B., 2003); (c) reduce sedimentation and soi
erosion inside NPC's reforestation areas of at least 644.80 tons/
year (Sapalco, S.R., 1981); (d) increase biodiversity in terms
of species richness and flora and fauna papulation through
conservation and ecotourism programs; and (e) strengthen and
sustain the protection and conservation of the watershed areas
Ihrough community participation,

13. Plan 19 complies with ERC Case Res. Nos. 18 Series of
2011, which iras it fo cond Itation with the Local
Government Unils (LGU) and LG.ﬁs where projects will be
situated. Reference was made to the environmental projects of
the LGUs and LGAs tn avold duplication in ﬁ.n‘dlng Concemns
of stakeholders were t 1o the of

WAT personnel and served as guides in packaging Plan 19.

This helped ensure support from the LGUs and the local

communities;

14. In order to attain the objectives of Plan 19, NPC needs to avail
and utilize the funds from the UC-EC amounting to THREE
HUNDRED FIFTY TWO MILLION SIX HUNDRED FORTY
NINE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED SEVENTY NINE PESOS
AND SIXTY SEVEN CENTAVOS (Phpd52,649,679.67), as
shown in the Consolidated Financial Summary attached as
Annex "B", which forms an integral part hereof, This amount was
computed based on existing rules and regulations prescribed
for government projects;

15. In compliance with Section 2 (b), Article Il of the Rules, NPC

relocation; (h) Coordination with government ag
instrumentalities, academic institutions, Local Gwefnmen!
Units (LGUs), Indigenous Peoples (IPs)/indigencus Cultural
Cemmunities (ICCs), as well as refigious and civil groups in
undertaking forest conservalion and rehabilitation measures
in watershed areas; (i) Afforestation, reforestation and
implementations of physical rehabilitation measures in critically
denuded watershed areas; (j) Development, maintenance
and management of free farms within ai vegetative
walershed for the production of transmission line poles;

o

. NPC's jurisdiction and control over watersheds was again
recognized and refterated in Republic Act No. 8136, otherwise
known as the "Electric Power Indusiry Reform Act of 2001"
(EPIRA), and Its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR),
particularty Section 6 (c), Rule 23 of the IRR, by mandating NPC
10 continue being responsible for watershed rehabilitation and
management;

. Under the EPIRA, NPC is entitled to the Environmental Charge
(EC) equivalent to one-fourth of one centavo per kilowatt-hour

m

furnished a copy of this petition to the Sangguniang Panlungsod
and the Office of the City Mayor of Quezon City, where N
ptinl:lpallyoperams and publishsd itina nswspaparod'gml

jas A “N" and "O", which form an
msgral part ha.rsof are proofs of service and publication of this
petition).

WHEREFORE, premises considered, NPC prays that this petition
be APPROVED by this Honorable Commission,

OTHER RELIEFS and REMEDIES, which in law or equity may
be deemed just and equitable under the premises, are likewise
prayed for.

The Commission sets the instant Petition for determination

of compliance with the ]urlsdictiona] requirements, expository
tation, Pre-Trial Confi and p ion of evidence

on the following dates and online platlon-ns for the conduct thereof,
pursuant to Resolution No. 09, Series of 2020" and Resolution No.
01, Series of 20217 (ERC Revised Rules of Practice and Procedure):

8, Plan 19 was crafted in order to strengthen and intensify NPC's
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Republic of the Philippines undertakings to address the issue of uncontrolled deforestation, [ Energy Regulatory
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION especiallyin walershed areas. NPC continues to embark on non- Commlssion,
Pasig City stop greening initiatives in various watershed areas thal gained Mindanao Mﬁ.
acceptance and encouraged cooperation from stakeholders. In 27 July 2023 Operations !
IN THE MATTER OF THE line with the Greening Program of the National Government, (Thursday) at Division (MAOD), Expository |
PETITION FOR THE AVAILMENT NPC's Watershed Management Department (WMD) and its | nuo o'clock in the 6th Floor, BIZ Presentation |
OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL Watershed Area Teams (WATs) are committed to reforest idle/ aflemoon Bldg., éh for Mindanao
CHARGE/SHARE FROM open and denuded areas and promole the use of indigenous (2:00 PM) BORMAHECO, Stakeholders
THE UNIVERSAL CHARGE species (Rainforestation) in ils greening projects. i Inc., 209 J.P.
FOR THE REHABILITATION Laurel Avenue,
AND MAMNAGEMENT OF 9. Plan 19 is composed of programs and projects speaﬁed in Bajada, Davao City
WATERSHED AREAS (PLAN 19) Section 1, Arlicle Il of the Rules and P 03 August 2023
the Utilization and Disbursement of UC-EC (Rules), with the (Thursday) at Pre-trial Conferance
ERC CASE NO. 2023-023 RC proposed modes of procurement, namely: (1) Watershed mddoc:yin the and Presantaton of
Pr st Protection and Law Enforcement; (2) Watershed Rehabilitation; & Ev'idl =9
NATIONAL POWER ONgR o (3) Watershed Resource Development; (4) Infrastructure; (5) z,mm"‘PWM' %
CORPORATION, April 26,203 Administrative and Project Operations andlor Supervision; (2:00 PM)
Petitioner. 7 inability and Third-Party 10 August 2023
* X Evaluation; (8) Trainlng and Livelihood Projects; and (9) | [ (Thursday)at |o 0 o oo e orZoom|  Preseniation of
Research D t. These p and projects, which | |WO o'clack in the Applications Evidence
NOTICE OF PUBLIC/VIRTUAL HEARING were recommended by II'IracnnnandWAT were reviewed and
evaluated by the Head Office-WMD. (Attached as A “c {2:00 P.M)
TOALL INTERESTED PARTIES: to "M", which form an integral part hereof, are the proposed | | 17 August 2023
plans of the ' WATs assigned in Angat, Buhi-Barit, Caliraya- (Thursday) at Presentation of
Notice is hereby given that on 23 March 2023, National Power Lumot, Lake-Lanao Agus River, Mak-Ban, Pulangi, Magat, | |two o'clock in the ﬁ;ﬁ i
Corparation (NPC) filed a Petition dated 08 March 2023, seeking Pantabangan-Carranglan, San Roque, Tiwi, Upper Agnoand ||  aftemoon i e
the Commission's approval for the availment of the Environmental the WMD-Head Office); (2:00 PM)

Applicant NPC is directed lo attend h‘!e sald id hearings at the
designated venues. —

Any interested s!akaheher may submit its comments and/or
clarifications at least one (1) calendar day prior to the scheduled
initial hearing, via electronic mail (e-mail) at .and copy
furnish the Legal Service through legal@erc.ph. The Commission
shall give pricrity to the stakeholders who have duly submitted their
respective comments andlor clarifications, to discuss Ihe same and
propound questions during thiz course of the expository presentation.

Moreover, any persons iwho have an interest in the subject
matter of the instant case may become a party by filing with the
Commission via e-mail al docket@erc ph. and copy ‘urnishing
the Legal Ser\rice-lhrough legal@erc.oh. 2 verified Pelition to
Intervene at least five (5) calendar days prior to the date of the
initial hearing. The verified Pefilion to Intervane must (oliow the
requirements under Rule 9 of the ERC Revised Rules of Practice
and Procedure, indicale therein the docket number and title of the
case, and state the following:

1. The petilioner's name, mailing address, and e-mall address;

2. The nalure of petitioner's interest in the subject matter of the
proceeding and the way and manner in which such interest is
affected by the issues involved in the procesding; and

3. Ast t of the relief desired.

Likewise, all other persons who may want their views known
to the Commission with respect to the subject matter of the case
may file through e-mail at docket@erc.ph, and copy furnish the
Legal Service through legal@erc ph. their Opposilion or Comment
thareon at least five [5) calendar days prior 1o the initial hearing.
Rule 9 of the ERC Revised Rules of Practice and Procedure shall
govern. No particular form of Oppesition or Comment is required,
but the document, letter, or wriling should contain the following:

1} The name, mailing address, and e-mail address of such parson;
2) Aconcise stalement of the Opposition or Comment; and
3) The grounds relied upon,

Allinterested parties filing their Patition to Intervene, Opposition
or Comment are required to submit the hard coples thereo’ through
personal service, registered mail or ordinary mailiprivate courier,
within five (5) working days from the date that the same were
electronically submitted, as reflacted in the acknowledgment recaipt
e-mail sent by the Commission,

Any of the persons mentioned in the preceding paiagraphs
may access the copy of the Petition on the Commission’s official

wabsite at www erc.gov.ph,

Finally, all interested persons may be allowed 1o Join the

heduled virtual h gs by p g the Co on, thru
legal.vidualhearings@@erc.gh, their raepaciwe e-mail addresses
and indicating therein the casa number of the instant Petilion. The
Commission will send the access link/ s to the aforementioned
hearing platform within five (5} working days prior to the scheduled
hearings.

WITNESS, the Honorable Commissioners ALEXIS M, LUMBATAN,
CATHERINE P. MACEDA, FLORESINDA G. BALDO-DIGAL, and
MARKO ROMEO L. FUENTES, Energy Regulatory Commission,
this 26™ day of April 2023 in Pasig City.

sales (P 0.0025/kWh), which forms part of the Universal Charga
(UC). This environmental fund Is intended solely for waterst - e —— Sy W vy Y
rehabilitation and management and is being managed by NPC Energy Regulatory Det t Chairperson and CEO
under existing arrangements. In order to avail said EC, NPC s | | 13July 2023 | Commission Hearing of compliance e
required to file with this Honorable Commission a pelition for the )at Room, 11 with jurisdictional |
availment of the UC-EC in retation to the proposed watershed | [two o'clockinthe|  Floor, Exquad ; o v ERC
rehabilitation and management projects on or before March 15 aftarnoon Tower, 1 Jade Drive, and Expository mmpmen Offcn of e Csrpara s CEO
of every year; (200 PM) |Ortigas Center, Brgy. San| Presentation for
I d Antonio, Pasig City Luzon Stakeholders eyt
7. In support of this petiion, NPC hersby submits its proposed b | _Energy Regulatery A
“ear 2023 (r 20 July 2023 | Commission, Visayas

as ‘Plan 19" )mmamnmmwucecww mab"“.'“f (Thorsday) at |Area Operations Division)  Expository 1 AResoluton Adoping the Guldelies Governing Elcironic Apolcatons, Flngs
and ds. (Attached as Annex "A two o'clock in the (VAOD), Presentation for and Virlual Hearings Before the Enargy Regulatary Commission i
Is the Executive SUTI'H'IWY of Plan 18 which forms an integral afternoon 7* Floor, Kepwealth  |Visayas Stakehold A Adopling the Revised Rules of Practice snd Proceduss of the
part hereof); (2:00 PM) Building, Samar Loop, Enargy Regulalory Cammission,

Cebu Business Park §IT = Jine 8.8 16. 2023

T =Jung 'y
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL mm’mnsmemmmm
MmlhﬂMTQ of Transportation (DoTr) focated in Cities of |
i mefbﬁm&d?&&ﬂmﬁmhmdmmhuucf&mmem |
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