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Climate change trips

y God's graces, our country
B was just grazed by the super
typhoon called “Betty” over
the weekend. With the interna-
tional name “Mawar,” it could |
have brought another catastrophic.
magnitude of damages, especially
to a disaster-prone country like the
Pl‘lilipfines. We heave a collective —
sigh of relief that we got spared from major destruction
and almost zero loss of lives. £ &g
Credit goes to the so-called “whaole of government”
early preparations and pre-positioning of men, equip-
“ment and resources. Even if “Betty” moved far away
from our country, it is better to be safe than sorry.
-Tyﬁhoqn “Betty” is just the second tropical cyclone
‘that hit and crossed the Philippines this year. Our
country is visited by an average of 20 typhoons each
year. In March this year, ﬂieP%ijlippine }{’tmdspheric,
hysical and Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) declared that the dry season is expected to
last until May. . - il S
“Betty” passed us by despite PAGASA predictions of
early onset of the El Nifio phenomenon. PAGASA pro-
. jected the long dry spell will develop in our country in
the third quarter of 2023 and “may persist until 2024.” El
Nifio increases the likelihood of below-normial rainfall
conditions. PAGASA warns this could lead to droughts
in some areas of the Philippines even while habagat pulls
in tropical storms to enter our country. i
That's how erratic climate change has drastically
- altered our normal weather patterns. A
Thus, we cannot solely blame PAGASA weather ex-
pperts for the faulty weather predictions. As the primary
weather monitor, climate change is no excuse--thoua;ﬁ
for PAGASA to be woefully way off the mark in track-
ing the erratic movements of super typhoon “Betty.”

No less than President Ferdinand “Bongbong”

Marcos Jr. (PBBM) himself fully understands and pro-

actively addresses the challenges of climate change,

PBBM has been espousing the need for climate change
adaptation measures in every opportunity to high-
light them in his speeches. “We cannot avoid talking
about climate change and the effects of climate change
- and the changes tlgiat we have to do or the way we
work because we have to adjust to climate change. We
have to adapt to the effects of climate change,” PBBM
pointed out in his recent speech at the inauguration of
the ACEN windmills farm in Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte.
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“New York. - - .

~of me understand why
Philippine government
" ‘officials would go abroad
on talk-athon conferences
related to climate change.
"In a press and photo re-
lease last Friday, the De-
partment of Environment

That’s how erratic
climate change has
drastically altered our
normal weather pat-
terns. : e

and Natural Resources (DENR) bandied about a Phil-
’“’ippine";déleﬁaﬁon' flying to New York for a three-day

. conference h

eld at the United Nations from May 18-20.
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The same press and photo release claimed it was

“PBBM who “designated” DENR Secretary Antonia
Loyzaga to head the Philippine delegation to the UN

High-Level Meeting on the Midterm Review of
the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction

~ (DRR). From Google, it reported the High-Level Meet-

ing was convened by the President of the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) under the theme “Working Together

to Reduce Risk for'a Resilient Future.”

_ The DENR photo release showed the Philippine
delegation Secretary Loyzaga and several other of-
ficials from the DENR who included Undersecretary
and Chief of Staff Marilou Erni. Several other officials
from the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA); the Na-
tional Economic Development Authority (NEDA); the
Department of National Defense-Office of Civil Defense
headed by Assistant Secretary Ariel Nepomuceno, and
private sector re;ﬁreﬂentativés from the ARISE Philip-

e rest of the Philippine delegation to

- They were joined at this UN-DRR meeting by New
York-based Ambassador Leila Lora-Santos and our
country’s Permanent Representative to the UN Ambas-

-sador Antenio Lagdameo.

According to the same DENR press release “the Loy za-

"ga-led delegation” presented the Philippine papers ‘hat
s iy

ed the government’s commitments to builcing
resilience, especially among the most vulnerable sectorsin
the country. “The delegation stated how the climate crisis
and the pandemic amplified pre-existing social vulner-
abilities and overshadowed the country’s achievements
in significantly reducing disaster-related mortalities, the

- number of atfected populations, and direct economic

losses to GDP (gross domestic product) prior to 2020. It
further pointed out that majority of all loss and damage
between 2010 and 2020 were due to tropical cyclones

-alone, until COVID-19 came and reversed years of social

progress and drove more than three million Filipinos back
into poverty.” :

Yes, we get it. Other than the hifalutin words con-
tained in the Philippine statement, we totally uncer-
stand the message that our government would lik: to

. tell the world. From pre-emptive evacuation of peoplato
'safer shelters and higher grounds, to the pre-positioning

of rescue personnel, equipment and relief goods, these

.~ are the “best practices” and the “to do” activities on

DRR and climate change adaptation measures.

- But do we need a Philippine delegation just to pres-
ent and read the couniry’s position paper to that event
atthe UNGA? Isn’t it precisely we have our Permanent
Representative to the UNGA who can capably do this
simple task? Loyzaga flew there just two weeks after

« she was also part of PBBM delegation in Washington

D.C. She reportedly joined in private and official moet-
ings that - I supposed - required inputs from the DENR
Secretary. .

To obviously justify this junket, the DENR press
release stated in the end: “The New York meetin is
seen as a fitting prelude to the Philippine hosting of
the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Disaster Fisk

. Reduction in October 2024.”

Loyzaga is reportedly equally if not out-travelled
PBBM in foreign trips in one year so far of this admin-
istration. It is not unusual if the DFA Secretary, or the
Tourism Secretary, or even the Finance Secretary to*

_ frequently embark on job-related travels abroad.

But for the DENR Secretary to.go on climate change

trips abroad, go figure.
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VICE President
tion Secretary Sara Duterte has
launched the “PagbaBAGo: A
Million Learners and Trees”

meant to benefit students, the,_

enmonmem.mdf

Duterte led the ro
project that aims to provide
studentm;}th ) h;ull;on Eu!gs

nilies.

Cebu Cnyim Saturday-
“We hope thatmthe sixyears

what Duterte a!artgd as.

of Davao City in 2016. Thenew &

component of the initiative is
the integration of dental hy-

and Tﬁaiﬁ:a\- ‘éitﬂé ind env:ronmbntal care

.through tree planting.

“It is very important that we
take care of our environment
now for the benefit of the next

- generation,” Duterte said.
out of the

‘She partnered with the De-
partment of Environment and
Nat Resources (DENR)

its of Pag-
babago backpacks In Bacolod,

;l ent of Edu- :

:1,,019 learners received back-
packs, and 1,009 were distributed |

to students in Surigao.
In Tacloban, the OVP and

" -Depéd distributed 1,015 badt-
The campa:gn is sm:utar to

adesrm learners and “! 008 in
n 5

gion 5 (Bicol).
In Davao, 1 ,002 leame.zs re-
 ceived the backpacks.

~ KRISTINA MARALIT
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BY DEXTER A. SEE

dock at Sual Fish Port as safety'r “an 'imminem danger or threat”
precaution because a typhoonwas  because of spillage of the « il com-
expected to enter the country on  ing from the ship.

May 26, 2023. Laboratory analyses of water

INGAYEN, Pangasinan: Gov. Ramon
Guico 3rd has asked the Bureau of

Customs (BoC) to remove a ship
loaded with more than a million liters of
oil from Sual Bay, where it has been docked

“As recommended by Com-
mander Valencia, let us allow the
ship to dock at the pier to prevent
the possibility that it will be
dragged. But it has to be ensured

samples taken by the DEINR near
the ship, however, indicared that
there were no traces of oil spill in
the area yet.

“But the danger remains,”

since May 3, 2023.

“The ship should be moved to  Lingayen Gulf, hosts the town's
a safet lncatmn to pmtéctfhebw mariculture area where more
event  than 800 bangus (mﬂkﬁsh)wn g

Fthat the evidence, the contents Guico said.

'&f p, will be guarded,” ‘Isthtreawaym legally remove

" the contents of the ship and then
or alsoﬁdlhqdock remove the ship from the bay and

the crude oil from the shxp leaks are located. ? : mtetnparary ag_i ‘thenaccount for the contents?” the
into the bay,” Guico said thisweek  Sual and the towns of Bolm- P . governor asked.

‘inan emexg@xymem:xghecalled- a0 and Anda supply about 80  removed Lawyer Emmanuel Laforteza
at the' E’ird.ufa House;&':w.\_, g 1 4 petcem of bangus prod céa in = The of Environ- of the Provincial Prosecutor’s

Resources Office said a sample of the oil
_ ested that spill is only needed as evidence to be
. round the presented in court.
ship whgnnﬁo&aﬁ;he pier. “And for the rest of the diesel
i Thcmk ﬁbmed the products, we can remove that
: al anchors  and put it in a safer place or
thevessel.  a container as long as we can
s found out preserve the evidence b taking
ed its anchor  a sample. And we have to fast-
track the hearing of that case so
gino, legal  we can dispose of this hazardous
isalready  element,” Laforteza added.

Pan: ﬁﬁsiha" n |
" Pal

S'E?l Bay, a cove facing the ica 1 be allowed
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.Bélmonté raises world citi(-:'_si |
call for plastlcs treaty

By ELtZABETH MARCELO

Quezon City'Mayor Joy Belmonte has

“ voiced out the call of city governments

around the world for the passage of an
international treaty that would address
p].astlc pollution.. ;

“While we as cities are proud of our
respective achievements, we recognize

that we cannot address the plastic waste

crisis alone. We need a truly ambitious
global plastics treaty that unifies our ef-

forts and sets a high bar for all nations to_

follow,” Belmonte said in her speech on

‘Saturday ata global forum to address the

‘plastic waste crisis.

Belmonte has been chosen as the sole
representative of local chief executives
worldwide at the high level event orga-

nized by the French government and the

United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) in Paris, France.

Belmonte said world mayors spec1fi-
cally want national leaders to consider
passing a UN Treaty on Plastic Pollu-
tion (Plastic Treaty) that would include
provisions on total ban of unnecessary
plastics and adoption of reusable items.

Belmonte said other provisions that

world mayors want to be included in -

the treaty are the creation of a financial
mechanism to help cities shift harmful
‘consumption patterns into an innovative

and sustainable one; and strengthened

collaboration with cities in the negotiation
process of the treaty to ensure realistic
and implementable programs.

Belmonte, meanwhile, urged world
‘city mayors to continue workmg on their
respective programs to address plastic
‘pollution in their localities.

“Let us recognize the power of cities,

acknow]edge our accomphshments, and

~empower us with the necessary tools to

continue championing the call against
plastic pollution. Together, we can forge a
future where this is but a distant memory,

and our planet thrives in its full glory,”

Belmonte said.
Belmonte said that like Quezon City,
other cities around the world are also

experiencing the adverse impacts of
plastic pollution including floodmg
from clogged sewers, air quality im-
pacts from burning plastics, and the

challenge of managing vast amounts of

plastic waste.
To address these problems, Belmonte
cited some of the measures implemented

ing single-use plastic bags and disposable
cutleries, straws and cups in restaurants

_and fast food chains for dine-in customers

and the bannihg of single-use containers
and sachets in hotels.
Belmonte also cited the QC govern-
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'by the QC government such as prohibit- -

ment’s “Trash to Cashback” program -

to recover plastic waste from the waste
stream, especially low value plastics.

_ Under the program, residents will
bring their recyclables and single use
plastics to designated areas in exchange
for environmental points which they can
use to purchase groceries and pay utility
bills. -

Aside from Belmonte, other speak-
ers in the ongoing event include French
Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Catherine Colonna, French Minister
for Ecological Transition and Territorial

Cohesion Christophe Béchu, UNEP ex-
‘ecutive director Inger Andersen, Marine

Biology professor Richard Thompson of

‘University of Plymouth, Ellen MacArthur

Foundation executive for plastics and
finance program Rob Opsomer, World
Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) interna-
tional correspondent Marc Lambertini,
and children and youth representative
Zuhair Ahmed Kowshik.

Belmonte was accompanied by QC

Climate Change and Environmental
Sustainability Department head Andrea
Villaroman.

They have ]omed delegates from lead-
ing cities in the world and international
partners including UNEP, International
Council for Local Environmental Initia-
tives, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Ellen
MecArthur Foundation, WWF, World
Economic Forum, United Nations De-
velopment Programme and UN-Habitat.
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Arational and orderly
balance: The economy,
environment, and the future

n discussions on the issue of
amending certain constitu-
tional provisions to allow more
forelgn ownership in certain
economic sectors, it is clear that we
need foreign investments to bring
capital and technology to develop

our resources to meet the needs of

present and future generations.
However, some stakeholders
have expressed fears that if sectors

".of the economy will be opened to

larger foreign ownership beyond
the limits set in the Constitution,
then large amounts of foreign cap-
ital will cause the “over-exploita-
tion” of natural resources. Along
with this will be the feared negative
effects on the environment and
communities.

In the interest of reasoned de-
bate, it is useful to examine these
claims in light of the 1987 Philip-
pine Constitution and other laws
that provide safeguards to address
these fears.

Firstly, in my reading of the
Constitution as a layperson, I do not
see any provision preventing the
use of our natural resources. What
it does say in the national economy
and patrimony provisions is that
endeavors meant to use such must
be controlled by Filipinos. That said,
can the claimed “over-exploita-
tion” be done exclusively or mainly
by foreign-owned enterprises?
No. Anyone given the right to use,
even Filipino enterprises can, if
unchecked, be guilty of “over-ex-
ploiting.”

The safeguard against the fears
lies in the specific rules imposed
on the use of such resources to
ensure two outcomes. The first is
that the wealth derived from these
resources is shared. Second is that
the negative environmental impacts
are mitigated, and positive social
and ecological effects are enhanced.

That said, the constitution it~
self provides for the fundamental
principle that sets the safeguards
against this outcome by anyone,
whether a foreigner or Filipino. Ar-
ticle 2 Section 16 of our constitution

~ states that “The State shall protect
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the right of - JOHNTRIA

the people to a

balanced and healthful ecology in
accord with the rhythm and har-
mony of nature.”

This fundamental principle un-
derpins many environmental laws
crafted and passed after 1987, along
with rules and procedures such as
requiring environmental impact as-
sessments, and public participation
requirements for certain proposed
projects projected to cause signifi-
cant environmental impacts. In my
view, this is also congruent with the
principles of the earlier Presidential
Decree 1151 or the Philippine Envi-
ronmental Policy.

In particular, Section 1 declares
it a policy of the State to “(a) to cre-
ate, develop, maintain and improve
conditions under which man and
nature can thrive in productive and
enjoyable harmony with each other,
(b) to fulfill the social, economic
and other requirements of present
and future generations of Filipinos,
and, (c) to ensure the attainment
of an environmental quality that is
conducive to a life of dignity and
well-being.”

These precepts enshrine bal-
anced ecology as a people's right.
People, and the enterprises they or-
ganize have a right to use resources
and utilize them for their benefit. A
rational and orderly balance in the
development of the resources in PD
1151 is required to ensure that ben-
efits are optimized and shared, and
negative effects are mitigated. This
is a strong basis for sustainability.

We cannot thrive in harmony
when we have disallowed the use
of resources meant for life. Hence,
we need investments, technology,
new ideas, and capital to build the
enterprise and undertake the activ-
ities while following proper rules
and safeguards: This ensures this
balance not only for present stake-
holders but future generations. How
well we achieve this rational and
orderly balance today is an invest-
ment in the sustainable future of
our children.
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Global temperatures to break
records in the next five years

LOBAL temperatures are lLker to surge to
record levels in the next five years, ﬁjf;lcd'«‘li‘ry
heat-trappmg greenhouse gases and a naturally

issued by the World Meteorologlcal Orgamzatlon

(WMO) said.

There is a 66-percent likelihood
that the annual average near-surface
global temperature between 2023 and
2027 will be more than 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels for at least one
year.

And there is a 98-percent likelihood
that at least one of the next five years,
and the five-year period, will be the
warmest on record.

“A warming El Nifio is expected
to develop in the coming ths and
this will combine with human-induced
climate change to push global tem-

peratures into uncharted territory,” said

WMO secretsry -general .ink.ka Peiten
Taalas.

“This will have; far- n.sc]nng repcr
cussions for heall.?‘ food sum.mty, water,
management andithe etrvironment. Ve
need to be prepefed,” he 5aid.

El Niflo typiyally incieases global
temperatures in tae year after it dml-
ops, in this case, in 2024,

There is 2 98-percent chance of at
least one in the next five years beat-
ing the temperature record set in 2016,
when there was an mczguonally strong
ElNiflo.

) Arctic warming |s_d1spmportmnate!y

goals to guide all nations fo substantial-
ly red global greent gas emis-
sions to limit the globai temperature
increase in this century to 2°C while
pursuing efforts to limit the increase
even further to 1.5°C, to avoid or reduce
adverse impacts and related losses and
damages.

The Inte: gove:mmmtal Panel on Cli-
mate Change says c!'mate-related risks
for global warming are higher than 1.5
°C but lower than 2°C.

‘The new report ‘was released ahead of
the World Meten ralogical Congress on
May 22 to Ju.ne 2, which will discuss
how to strvmgﬂzen weather and climate
services to zupport climate change ad-
aptation; |

Prioriti¢s for discussicn at Congress
include the UN's. Early Warnings for All
mjtmm;e to protect people from increas-
ingly extreme weather and a new Green-
house Gas Monitoring Infrastructure to
inform climate mitigation. UN News

-high, the report said. Compared to the

1991-2020 average, the tempersiure
anomaly is predicted to be more than
three times as large as the globai ex-
pected anomaly when considering the
next five northern hemisphere extended
winters.

Predicted rain patterns for the May
to September 2023-2027 average, com-
pared to the 1991-2020 average, suggest
increased rainfall in the Sahel, northemn
Europe, Alaska and northern Siberia,
and reduced rainfall for this season over
the Amazon and parts of Australia, the .
report said. :

Water is becoming increasing scarce
in arid and semi-arid parts of Sudan.

In addition to increasing global tem-
peratures, h induced gr house
gases are leading to more ocean heat-
ing and acidification, sea ice and glacier
melt, sea level rise and more extreme
weather.

* The Paris Agreement sets long-term
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‘Heat index ranging from 52
degrees Celsius and above is cor-
sidered “extreme danger.”
- PAGASA is expected to declare
the onset of the mmy season w1th1 n
| inistration ﬂwneathfewéa g £
- As this dew]oped the water
mqex_gn magielt lev'el in Angat Dam dropped fo

Six o%mww expeﬁteﬂé 1190.54 meters yesterday mornir g
“danger” heat index mcludmg anduanes and Aparn in Cagayan ﬁmﬁ‘ 190.81 meters the other day.
Borongan in Eastern Samar with  with 49 degrees Celsius. © Angat supplies more than 90

egrees. Celsms,, Dagupan in ”Dange:” heat index ranges = percen Uf Metm Manila’s potable

PW amd Iba i in Zambales from 42 to 51. degrees Celsm,s and' rrigates 25,000
with 43 ang y Aquino my > heat cramps, exhaus- s of farmlands in Bulacin
IntematmnahA{rport (NMA) in . tion and heat stroke with contin- and Pampan&a _ ~}klla Cariaso






