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Marcos !
institutiona

By ALEXIS ROMERO

President Marcos is pushing for
the passage of a law instituting a
national land use policy, citing the
need for .all government entities to
integrate their development plans
and to work together to harmonize
their projects. o,

During the launching of the Pier
88 in Liloan, Cebu yesterday, Marcos
said the province stands to greatly
benefit from a systematic and inte-
grated planning that would further
solidify its urban development
foundation and consolidateits socio-
economic strength.

He added that transportation
projects such as Pier 88 and Cebu
Bus Rapid Transit system “showcase
kindred examples of good urban
planning.” '

~ “Let us imagine if these kinds
lof projects are replicated across the
country, laterally and locally coordi-
nated, and harmonized both on the
provincial and national levels - then
we could say that we are genuinely
closer to our ambition of a prosper-
ous, inclusive, and resilient society,”
the President said.

“Hence, we highlight the essential
importance of holistic; systematic and
integrated planning in our country
today, as we slowly but collectively

T

“Allow me to re hgrat‘e ‘the ur-
gency of enacting a (National) Land
Use Policy for our country, which
is a priority legislative agenda of.
this administration. I have had the
opportunity to work on this matter
when I chaired the Senate urban
planning, housing and resettlement
committee some years ago. It never
materialized for reasons beyond |
our control. The pandemic is also
included in that circumstance,”’
Marcos said. : £
- “This time, we will see to it that
this measure shall be given [the] ur-
gentattention that it deserves, co gni-
zant of its fundamental importance to
our holistic national development,”
Readded.
" Marcos said through a national
physical framework plan, all man-
dates and policies on land use shall be
integrated, from watersheds to farm
lands, from cultural heritage sites to

ancestral domains, from protected to
disaster-prone areas. Such a policy|

involves awhole-of-government ap- |
proach, as local governments must |
ensure that their respective physical
and land use plans shall conform |
to and shall be consistent with the |
national plan, he added. _
“Moreover, national and local |
.governments, will tap. the budding

tread along that path,” headded. ~  profession of environmental plan
_ Marcos went on to highlight the ners for its technical expertise ir the
need for a law on national land use crafting of 5cguategndwall—a,l¥g!¢§d

T

President Marcos Visits Pler 88, o
Its launching in Liloan tow!

A pRVRLOPRENT

. one of Ceb's transportation
niyesterday. oo o nL Do

nants land use law
lized

physical and land use plans,” the

| Chief Executive said.

Marcos thanked the House of Rep-
resentatives for passing its version
of the national land use bill on third
reading just a few days ago.

#1¢ is terribly important. I have

| been following this from the time
' that I was governor to the ime thatI

was congressman until the time Iwas
senator and I continue to do s0 now
as President,” he said.

Smart port
" In the same speech, Marcos wel-
‘comed the grand launch of Pier 88,
saying it would offer a faster transport
}alternaﬁve for passengers and cargo
and “immensely” serve the interests of
the people of Liloan and beyond.
. “It's encouraging to see that amas-
sive undertaking such as this, where
the local government takes the lead
and collaborates with the private
sector and other LGUs, in the pursuit
of objectives consonant with the na-
tional development agenda,” he said.
Pier 88, Cebu’s first smart port, was
developed by Topline Group of Compa-
nies in partnership with Pier 88 Ventures
Inc. and the local government of Liloan.
The three-hectare port is expected
to benefit passengers traveling from
the northern part of Metro Cebu who
lcommute daily to their workplaces in
daue City, Lapu-Lapu City and
Cebu City, and vice versa.
According to Radio Television Malaca-
ng, Pier 88 will incorporate a smart
rt system, featuring an automated.
icketing system with QR codes and
adio frequency identification-ready
stem to be integrated in a mobile ap-
plication. The port will initially serve
a route connecting Liloan and Mactan
wharf. Once the port becomes fully op-
grational, travel time between Liloan
ind Mactan is expected to significantly
[shorten from about two hours by land
'fo only about 30-45 minutes.
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President reiterates urgenay of.
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natic

tiohal land
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use policy

'PRESDENTMEHJMM?L énSat- -
Furdayvomdfagﬁk urgetmattmﬁoﬁ"tb
‘thepmposednmuemtmmowmuga
inational land use policy that will ensure
{the countrys holistic development. .
(‘ Masgeedxdmngdleganﬂ’lmmdmg
lofPig&Slelgm‘ bu Wwdk
pas ﬂwp@poséiNauonﬁlmdUseAct
'(NIHA) oneofhis priority bills. -

" “Allow me to reiterate the urgéncy: -
‘of enacting a [National] Land'Use’:
Policy for our coutitey, whichis a
pnonty leglslauve agenda of thls

adm "stratlon, Marcos sad. "
5 “This time; wewill see toit that s
measure shall be given: {the]; urge.md
attention that it deserves, cogmzant\
of its fundamental importance to.our
hohsuc national development.” '
“Marcos alé thidnked:the House of'
Representatives, for ifs. “timely :and |
significant” approval' of House Bill
(HB) 6128 or the proposed NLUA.
- On Monday, the House approved
en final reading the proposed NLUA |
“which seeks to.provide the nauonal .
ﬁmmrk@fm devtlopment ofthe '

‘country's land to ensur&ns opumum
use, onsistent with the principle of ;

3 »sustamable development o

: Matmsmldhehﬁspawnallmowledge
o£the slgmﬁmmmctofthebﬂl. add§ng

'--‘.‘Houslngandpmetﬂemenmommlﬂee

“grated — from watersheds fofarm-
v lam‘iS from cultural hentage sités to_
cestral domains, ’from protented

| aberstl domains,

ta arstel

_Amatwoﬂ@donﬂlemmntasasenator’
-4nd’ chairman of the Utban’ P]annmg :

“Throigh*a {hational] physmal"

framework plan, all mandates and
policies on land use shall be-inte-

I S, __)____J_ Lt

idlsaster-pmne areas, Marcos said.
The, pagsage of the bill is tembly
-, importan},” Marcos said, adding that,
local governments must;ensure that,
" their Tespective physmal and land]
‘use plans ‘will conform to and will
be consistent with the natlonal plan
‘ "Hence, the whole-of: govemment
' approach: Mo’reover, nationalandlocal
{goverriments wﬂltap the biidding pro-'
fession of environmental plangers: forI
“jts technical &pemsemthémfung of|
- accurate and well- ahgﬂed physmalrandl

landuseplans,“ hesmd PNA|
_‘L_.J
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“Pinoys lack discipline
in waste management’

AN official of the Department
of Science and Technology
(DoST) believes that Filipinos
lack discipline when it comes
to waste management.

During a recorded video in-
terview with The Manila Times,
DoST Undersecretary for Re-
search and Development Leah
Buendia said Filipinos have a
responsibility in alleviating the
problem of waste disposal.

“Initially, my observation is
that if we're in another country,
| we can easily comply with the
rules and regulations when it
comes to waste management.
But if you are here in our coun-
try, it looks like we lack the
discipline to have wastemanage-
ment,” she said.
Buendia also pointed out that
the country’s growing popula- -
| tion generates more waste.
!' ~ She also said waste man-
. agement policies should be
 stricter for “discipline to be
mculcated in each of the
-members of a community.”

- The DoST official also said the
| 3d_opt10n of technologies would
| bevital in providing solutions to
;,waste management.

' She also explained that there
. are two kinds. of wastes, solid
' waste and “waste water” or ma-
nne waste, :
I, “In the P%lllpplnes, we pro-.
- duce solid wastes, particularly
plastic waste, in the amount
of 16, million metric tons, and
*thls isa h:uge amount,” Buendia
plained. “ﬁ.ﬁﬂ it has been pro-
)h‘ded that this would increase to
ﬁbout 165 percent by 2025, and
; thfe b;gest volume comes from
Metro Manila.”
: ‘P ﬁug ﬁgures from the Na-

tons of asté per day in 2020
~ and it is projected to be 10,400
/ tons per day in 2025.

She also cited that for marine
waste, seven of the 10 largest
plastic emitting rivers in Asia are
in the country, among them the

- Pasig River, the Tullahan River

and the Rio Grande de Mind- |

“anao River.

“This brings the country’s total
marine plasticinput to at least 36
percent of the total ocean plastics
emitted from Asia,” she said.

The DoST's solutions in eradi-
cating plastic waste include the
Post-Radiation Reactive Extru-

“sion (PRREX), where plastic
wastes could be upcycled to pro-
duce high-value materials, and
the Integrated Waste Water Sur-
vey and Technological Options
(Iwasto), which assesses the
solid waste management activi-
ties in the Manila Bay watershed
and develops an integrated solid
waste information and technol-
0gy management system.

“We can actually control the
pollution, but I don't think there
will be a reversal of how it is
right now,” Buendia admitted.
“If there is a very strong whole-
of-government and even whole-
of-society intervention, I think

.we can make it not to the pristine

state of what it has been before,

but this could be converted to a

; more manageable and more liv- .

| able environment than we have.”

* As for the microplastic prob-
Hem in Laguna de Bay, which
| two Mindanao State Universi
' scientists cited in their study, shg
_ urged the public not to use plas-

ticsoruse blodegradable plastics.
“Plastics. in the environment.,

arecoming from the degradauon

of the plastics,” Buendia said.

She, however, cited that a high

school student invented a mea-
suring device for microplastics i in
the water system,
“There is another measure-
ment that has been done in the |
“air and that is anythmg aside
' from oxygen that goes Jnsmle our
lungs,” Buendia said.
“What more plastic, because
it cannot be degraded by our.
bodies, so that is why a lot of

-
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illnesses are coming from these
kmds of mon- blodegradab‘ie‘
E mxcsopllastlcs that we ingest

- into our bodies.”

“I thmk ﬁltermg could| be very
| ielpful,” she added? “Wihenvie
use masks it is
| tive measute .. but first and

l foremost neveruse« plastics.”

~ 'An earlier Manila Times inter-
view with Mmdanao State Uhi-
versity scientists Prof: Cris Gel

- Loui Arcadio and Dr, Hernando
Bacosa shoted that 100 out of

123 jtems in Laguna de Bay were

extracted as migroplastics, |

Pimentel batsfor -~ *
“banning uhported
solld waste '

‘In a related development Sen-

y  ate Minority Leader Aqmlmo

”Koko Pimentel 3rd has filed

' Senate Bill (SB) 2206, an “Act

" Banning the Importatlon of
Solld Waste.”

leentel said in thenl7th

Congress, he authored Proposed

. Senate Resolutlon (PSR):553 on ;

. Deg. 4, 2017 regarding the so-

called Canadian trash and. PSR

' 939 on Nov. 13, 2018 regardmg
« the so-called Korean trash.

i These two incidents of tIash

! dumping indicate that thé Phil-

' ippinesis well on the path of the

' so-mlled global vaste trade. *
~'The minotity leader stressed

that ‘while the Canadian trash
; and the Korean trash have been
' shipped back-to Canada and

-South Korea, respectively, these

X in¢idents of trash dumping can

' be tepeated atanytime.
Therefore" a law to prohiblt{

' the impottation of solid waste
is urgently needed to preven.t
the entry of these wastes mto

’ our country,

! . Pimentel explamed that~he
| filed SB 2206 pursuant to; the
Consutunonal duty and ; inter-
generattonal responsjbility to'
| protect and,advance the,right
- of our people to.abalanced and

] . healthy ecology, - .+ _*’1___‘}

a preven-,

' He said by banning the im-
portauon of solid waste, we
prevent the country from be-
ing a dumping site-of the same
' from otlier countries. '

( . 1 If ériacted; itshall be urilawful
 to import any solid waste as de-

 fined in Republic Act/(RA) 9003

! - kmown’as the Ecologlcal Solid
".Waste Management Act of 2000”

- and'its implementing rules
“and regulations into or ’wuhm

[ Phthppme temtory, ing

‘RA.7916 known as

~the “Special Economic Zone Act
- 0f1995,” as amended, and use,
 treat orprocess the same. .
!+ Any entity or person who
* shall import any solid waste or
otlietwise ‘use, treat, or ptocess
the same in'violation of this ‘Act
shal] be' punished with 1mpns-
orimerit of 12 years and one day
10°20 years, ‘at the dlSQl'ethll of
thecourt. -

T the offender is a forelgner,
“the offender shall be deported:
,and barred from any subsequent
1 entty into the Philippines after

- service of his/her sentence. - ;;
[ In the case of corporatlons,,
| assgciationsor other gptities; the
penalty shall be imposed upon’
htﬁ‘k“managmg partner, presiden
. ‘or chief executive officer, in addi-
L tion to the payme \oif"exemplaryf
A i
g

l

i
+
i
|

“damages of at ieast P500;000.
- 41f it is.a forelgn entity, thé
~director and all its respor bl‘j
L fficers shall be barred from
Qtsubsequent entry into the Philip}:
pines, in addition tothe eancellat
* tion of its license to do' busmms.
 in the'Philippines:

If the offender s agovanmenf:
oﬁicnal‘ oremployee, the penal}, .
Mzi -of automatic dtsmlssall ff@m!

f "ce and penn '

<

N ol ARICJ@HN“SYCUAANB‘
| JAVIER JOE ISMAEL
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Slphon vessel arrives in PhI_

The vessel that will szphon
off the remaining oil from the
sunken MT Princess Empress
has arrived in the Philippines
to complete the final phase of
the oil slick cleanup around
affected areas, possibly by
next month.

Presidential Communica-

tions Secretary Cheloy Garaﬁl
said dynamic support vessel
Fire Opal arrived at the Riviera
Pier in Subic Bay Freeport
Zone last Friday,

Itis scheduled to depart to-
night for Batangas and reach
its destination tomorrow.

“Officials said the siphon-
ing operations may last up to
30 days,” Garafil said.

Office of Civil Defense
- administrator Ariel Nepo-
muceno said the extraction
of the remaining oil from the
capsized MT Princess Empress
would last for 20 to 30 days
“if weather conditions are
favorable.”

The process will involve

transferrmg the collected oil
waste to a tanker before it is
disposed of.

Fire Opal was chartered

by the Malayan Towage &

Salvage Corp. and contracted

by the Protection & Indemnity |

_ Insurance Club. S
‘Oil spill from MT Pnncess

- Empress, which sank off Nau- [&

jan town in Mindoro Oriental
last Feb. 28, has affected about .

26,000 fisherfolk. The tanker

was carrying 800,000 liters
of mdustnal fuel oil when it

'I‘heoﬂspﬂlhasrea' ed
provinces of Anthug&Ealan
and Batangas. N

Defense depar%eﬁf oﬁi--

cer-in-charge Undersecretary
Carlito Galvez Jr. reported
recently that 62.95 kilometers -

or 84.26 percent of the affected

coastline have already been
cleaned up as of May 10.

Various agencies and or-

ganizations collected a total
of 6,801 liters of oil waste and

headed for Mmdoro

The dynamlc su"

el Fire Opal arrlves at the ﬁublc,
Freeport Zone’s Riviera Pier on May 26. The Fire Opalwill siphon

.

the remalnlng oil onhoard the sunken MT Princess Empress.

300,603.60 liters of oil-con-
taminated waste in the waters

of the affected provinces.
Last March, remotely oper-
ated Japanese salvage vessel

Shin Nfchi Maru arrived at
the port of Calapan in Ori-
ental Mindoro to assist in the
oil spill cleanup.

— Alexis Romero :
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il spill cleanup
donebyJune, :
Palace assures

' Thelast phase of the oil splll clean-
up in Oriental Mindoro will be com-
pleted within a month, Malacanang

said on Saturday, May 27. :

Communications Secretary Cheloy
Garafil gave the assurance after the:
arrival of a dynarnic support vessel .

" (DSV), -which will be used to siphon

" the remnants of the 800,000 liters

~ of industrial fuel oil from sunken MT
Princess Empress. '

‘ ‘The DSV Fire Opal, Garafil said,
would finish the last phase of the
cleanup, and the operations may take

[ the cleanup. would be {dqi ie

20 to 30 days. .
- “The DSV Fire Opal @mh

> &

- Oil spill cleanup done

b},

Bay Ffeéport Zone last Friday, will
-extract and transfer oily waste to a
tanker; then dispose of the collected
oil. Ofﬁcials $aid the siphoning op-
erations may last up to 30 days,” .
“Garafil said.
. The vessel will sail from Subic on
« the night of May 28 and is expected
to arrive in Batangas -the following
- day. - -

It will then proceed to the desig- .

nated mission area, she added.
Citing the report of Philippine

Coast Guard (PCG) Commandant

Admiral Artemio Abu, Ga,raﬁl said

the extractlon' would be done i in 20“

td 30 days. *

"The operatiotis will last a month :
if weather conditions are “favor—'
able,” she said, based on a separate -

report submltted’ by Office of Civil
' Defense (0CD) Admiinistrator Ariel
~Nepomuceno.

Malayan Towage and Salvage Corp.
and contracted by the Protectlon and
Indemnity Insurance
« + InMarch, Marcose

*f_n less
“than four months

The DSV wés ‘chartered by the

y June, Palace assures 1<

‘ arrived at the: Rmera Pier in Subic'

As of May 10, about 84 percent, or
© 62.95 km. of the 74.71-km. shoreline
affected by the oil spill in Oriental
Mindoro has been cleaned up, ac-
cording to a report transmitted to
Marcos by Department of National

- Defense chief Carlito Galvez Jr. ear-

-lier this month.
The OCD recorded 6,801 liters of
oil waste and 300,603.60 liters of

* oil-contaminated waste that have

been collected through the efforts of
various agencies and organizations,
according to Galvez’s report.

In March, the Japanese salvage
vessel Shin Nichi Maru, a remotely
operated veliicle (ROV), arrived at

 ‘the port of Calapan in Oriental Min- .

'doro and was immediately deployed
to the misswn area to help in the

agrgund 1 the waters off Naujan,
_ Oriental Mindoro on Feb. 28 due to
engine trouble It sank the follow-
ing day.

. The Marcos administration: has
pro dedl P516, 873,483 worth of
‘early recovery assistance to about
196,256 resmlents affected. by the [oxl

ﬂl (PPA)
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Palace sees oil spill
cleanup done by June

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

E government is aiming to complete the

mop-up of the oil spill from the sunken
MT Princess Empress in Oriental Mindoro
within a month, Malacafiang said on Saturday.

“The DSV (dynamic support

vessel) Fire Opal, which arrived
at the Riviera Pier in Subic Bay
Freeport Zone last Friday, will
extract and transfer oily waste
to a tanker, then dispose of the

collected oil. Officials said the
siphoning operations may last
up to 30 days,” Presidential Com-
munications Secretary Cheloy
Garafil said in a statement,
DSV Fire Opal was chartered

by the Malayan Towage & Sal-
vage Corp. and contracted by
the Protection & Indemnity

Insurance Club.

The Office of Civil Defense
(OCD) offered the same time
estimate,

“The operations will last for 20
to 30 days, if weather conditions
are favorable, meaning the remain-
ing oil from the sunken vessel will
be retrieved,” OCD Administrator
Ariel Nepomuceno said.

In an update to President

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. earlier
this month, Defense Senior
Undersecretary Carlito Galvez
Jr. reported that of the 74.71 ki-
lometers of coastline affected by
the oil spill, 62.95 kilometers, or
84.26 percent, had already been
cleaned up as of May 10, 2023.
Galvez added the OCD recorded
a total of 6,801 liters of oil waste
and 300,603.60 liters of oil-con-
taminated waste collected in the
area through the help of various
agencies and organizations.
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SUSTAINING LIFE Members of Eagles Club lug water jugsto the up]and arbnretum along Daang Kallkasan in Mangatarem, Pangasinan, duri ng the group's recent w:lrerlng activity. Volunteers

puncture holes in the jugs and put them beside the see dlings to keep the soil wet befare thair next visit. —pHoTOSBY YOLANDA SOTELD

ANGATAREM,

GASINAN—A tree

blooming with dainty

pink and white flowers
greeted a group of volunteers
on their way to an upland ar-
boretum of native trees along
Daang Kalikasan in this agricul-
tural town on April 2g.

The flowering tree turned
out to be patalsik pula (De-
caspermum blancoi), one of
the rarest native trees in the
country

“It's not on the list of the
native trees we knew and plant-
ed,” Edward Muego, 52, a mem-
ber of Pangasinan Native Tree
Enthusiasts (PNTE), told the
Inquirer.

- This group of native tree
lovers and volunteers trekked
to the mountain to  water
around 3,000 tree seedlings
and saplings that were planted
in the past two years.

Around 2 hectares of the!

arboretum (botanical garden
devoted to trees) have been

planted with different native'

tree seedlings, said Celso Sala-
zar, PNTE president and a re-
tired official of the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

The area may seem small,
but it is proof that the love for
native trees is germinating in

‘Pangasinan, sown by a group of |

six people with different back-
grounds sometime during the
pandemic, Salazar said. -

Among themselves, they talk
about native trees whose naimes

sound bizarre to most people—
balitbitan, kalumpit, siar, ka-

magong, yakal-saplungan, tibig,
hauli siar, supa, kalumpang, igyo,
paguringon, balai lamok, tmdalo
is-is and kusibeng.

PAN-|

By Yolanda Sotelo
@yzsoteloINQ

Growers, not planters

There are, of course, still
some recognizable trees :like
narra, molave, kamansi, ya-
kal, ylang-ylang and baeg. “But
they, too, are fast becoming un-
familiar to the new generation,”
Salazar lamented.

PNTE members are tree
growers, not planters, Mtiego

said, stressing that while somé
groups just plant and leave the
seedlings on their own to sur-
vive, “we nurture the seedlings
until they can survive on their
own.”

This is why every two
weeks, especially during hot
days, volunteer groups would
trek to the reforestation area,
equipped with water jugs or
used bottles that they fill up
from a spring along Daang Ka-
likasan, and lug them up to the
mountain plantation.

On the day the Inquir-
er visited the plantation, two
groups of volunteers—the Ea-
gles Club and the Island Riders
Club—were there to water the
seedlings and to remove weeds
growing around them.

The water containers are
used as sort of “drip irrigation
devices,” as volunteers punc-
ture holes in them and put them
beside each seedling. The drip-
ping water would be enough for
‘the saplings and seedlings to
|“drink” until the next watering
|activity.

Also, dried cow dung is
‘put around the seedlings as
fertilizer.

‘According to Salazar, PNTE
fuses social media to solic-
|1t support for its mlssmn as

stated in the group’s slogam,|

. create arboretums or botani-
! cal gardens devoted to native

“Spread love for native trees.”
They also get inspiration from
similar groups like the Soci-
ety of Native Tree Advocates

Enthusiasts in Davao de Oro,
which uses school grounds to

trees.
PNTE is starting to partner
with schools to put up arbore-

tums on campuses, providing|

seedlings for free and technical
assistance on how to care for
them.

Salazar is also thankful for
donors of seedlings from all
over the country, such as Shema
Manzano, a native tree enthu-
siast from Davao de Oro who
maintains a nursery and sends
seedlings to PNTE for free.

| ‘Most of PNTE's members
are of the older set, among
them retirees looking for sig-
| nificant activities to while away
| their time but soon developed a
passion for native trees, Salazar
vsaid. - o

But there are also young

and Nabunturan Native Tree|

ones like Jerico Navasca, a
21-year-old environmental sci-
ence student at Pangasinan
| State University. He learned
' about native trees during
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educational trips, and fell in

love with them. :
Fast vanishing
“T know that there is a need
to plant native trees, which we
are fast losing, and I try in my
own little way to help by en-
couraging my classmates to
plant, too,” Navasca said.
Salazar said the mountains
P_f Mangatarem used to be cov-

ered with native trees until
massive logging activities, both
legal and illegal, decimated the
forests. There are still pockets of
forests that are remnants of the
rainforests, usually in valleys
where spring water is available.

_ Inthe 1960s, exotic tree spe-
cies like mahogany and Gmeli-
na, which are both invasive
and not hospitable to local bird
'species, were introduced in the
country.

“The DENR encouraged the
propagation of the exotic trees
for economic purposes as they
are easy to grow and propa-
gate and have rapid growth,
so they can be harvested in a
short time. But because.of this,
\we have forgotten that we have
rsturdy, resilient and beautiful
itrees that are now fast vanish-
ling from our land,” Salazar said.
‘ Tommy Valdez, another na-

ive tree enthusiast, said there
was a need to try to revive native
trees that were believed to be
extinct, expand the local natural
habitat, protect watershed areas
and conserve biodiversity.

“Native 'trees are better

iplanted in protected areas, wa-

tersheds and urban areas,” he
said.
Salazar said it was during

the lockdown in early 2020
when the idea of establishing a
native tree farm cropped up.

He was “locked down” in
the family house in Laguna and
could not travel back to Da-

' gupan City, where he currently
lives. To improve his mental
health, he would jog every early
morning in their tree-lined sub-

* division in Laguna and collect
native tree seeds which he then
planted in pots.

Salazar then created a
Facebook page on native trees,
where he posted photos and
asked like-minded people to
join and share their experi-
ences planting native trees.
The. page currently has 1,200
followers.

Legal entity
Eventually, he invited six
| friends, one of whom is Valdez,

to transform the social media

page into a legal entity by regis-
tering PNTE with the Securities
/' and Exchange Commission. |

“We applied with the DENR|
for a site to reforest under the
National Greening Program,”
Salazar shared. “We were initial-
ly granted a 5-ha area of public
land along the Daang Kalikasan
in Mangatarem. Eventually, the
area was expanded to 20 ha.”

- Volunteers started to show
up, and Salazar supervised the
planting that started in June
| 2021 while he was stuck in La-
' guna due to COVID- related

travel restrictions.

It was only in Decembe_r
2021, when pandemic protocols
eased, that he was able to go'
back to Dagupan City.

PNTE officials acquired na-
tive tree seedlings from the
University of the Philippines
Los Barios-College of Forest-
ry and Natural Resources and
coordinated with Computro-
-nix University and a religious
group, which mobilized their
students and members to plant’
the seedlings.

PNTE, Salazar said, wants to
create a canopy of native trees
up in the mostly barren moun-

~ tains of Mangatarem.

“There is no plan to har- |
vest the trees. We want them
to grow and flourish. We want
to saturate the bald mountains
with native trees, one tree at a
time,” he said. wa.

¥
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RAISING AWARENESS Celso Sa!azar, pres:dent of the Pangasman Native Tree Enthusiasts .
(PNTE) introduces rare native tree seedlings to passersby durmg the tourism-trade expo, one

. of the events held during the “Pista’y Dayat” (sea festival) celebration in the province last month.
Salazar says PNTE is trying to instill love for natlxe trees lﬁ Pangasmenses

[ ﬂ" t

UPKEEP Rlders Annalrza Bautlsta 41, of Dagupan City,

and Donnalyn-Carpio, 28, of Binmaley, Pangasinan, volunteer

to help in the maintenance of the upland arboretum .
by removing weeds around narra saplings. -
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By Gregg Yan
Contributor
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' What are the most familiar Pi-

noy fruits? Mangoes, bananas,
~ pineapples and papayas prob-
ably come’ to mind—but did
you know that Philippine for-
ests harbor hundreds of less-
er-known fruits, nuts and herbs?
‘Alupag or. Philippine lychee
tastes like the lychees original-
'ly imported from China. Saba or
nnative bananas are loved by mil-
lions of Pinoys. Kamansi is our
local version of langka. Sticky tibig
fruits are produced by our native
- fig trees. In our mountains sprout
sour berries like alingaro, bignay
-and sapinit. And though most of
the world’s mango trees original-
- ly hailed from India, we have our
“own indigenous mangoes like pa-
hutan and the fragrant kuini.

The Philippines has. strong
agrobwdtversnty resources. The
- Convention on Biological Diver-
. sity defines agrobiodiversity as a
broad term that includes all com-
ponents of biological diversity
relevant to food and agriculture,
plus all components of biological
. diversity that constitute agricul-.

tural ecosystems or agroecosys-
tems. This includes the variety
and vanabx_hty of animals, plants
“and microorganisms at the ge-
| netic, - species and ecosystem
" levels that sustain key functions.
-of agroecosystems. -:Agrobiodi-
versity covers not just genetic
*'resources, but the diversity of all
species and agroecosystems af-
fecting agriculture. .

- The pandermc and postpan-
'demlc penods coupled with in-
. tensifying climate change effects,
. have highlighted the importance
‘ ,-of agricultural dlversnty and bio-

d1vers1ty-fnend1y agnculture,
- plus the global rethmkmg of our
- agriculture: and food systems..

.. These.new concépts now,
form-the foundation for eco-.
: ‘.normca]ly v1able, resilient and .
+ sustainable : agriculture. Dis-
i  cussing agrobiodiversity is not
, just about - conServation and
"+ sustainable ,use, but about the
*eventual need for a systematic|
, ,evolutlom of prevalent agricul-
tural systems toward a more.
ﬂbxodiversxty-ftiendly paradlgm

UP Arboretum treesures
Inside the - sprawling Uni-
versity of "the . Philippines (UP)

. Diliman campus in Quezon City

lies the UP Institute of Biology

and Energy Development Corp.’s .

(UPIB-EDC) Threatened Species
Arboretum. Inaugurated in 2014,

the - one-hectare park features -

over 70 native tree species and
sérves two vital functions—as a
gene bank for endangered trees in -
case wild populations drop below
sustainable levels and to educate

; students and the greater public
. aboutthe country’s native flora.

This writer recently visited:

" the UP. Arboretum in connec-

tion with the observance of the
International Day for Biological

» D1vers1ty The occasion, marked
‘every May 22, is a United Nations

‘campaign highlighting _global

biodiversity issues and solutions.

“We have so many indig-
enous' tree species that very
féw Pinoys know: about,” ex-

plams Ronifio Gibe, a forester -
" for EDC'’s Binhi program.. “One
- of our goals is to popularize

the conservation of our native

“plants, especially -our , threat-'

ened Philippine native trees.”
Though definitions slight--
ly vary, in general. native plants
naturally. .occur throughout a.
country;. whereas mdlgenous
plants_thrive only in particular

locales. Endemnic. plants can only"
- be found in ohe country, whereas
. naturahzed plants are exotic im- -

ports which have settled into new '

" countnes over several.centunes

Ecllpsed by the exotic

. 'The Philippmes hosts at least
10,107 plant species, as of a 2013 .
study by Barcelona et al. Over,57 -

- percent of the counfry’s plants.

. are endemic, as per a 1996.study
by Oliver and Heaney. The great. .
majority of plants currently cul-.

s

i

Many of our -
" indigenous flora

~  areneglected .
- ‘and underused,

‘so their potential
to provide us with
‘nutrients is hot
 fully utlllzed

Charina ]avner
Senior science researcher
atDOST-FNRI "

tivated in Pinoy orchards, farms
and gardens, however, are exotic
or naturalized plants ongmally
imported from other countries.
Pineapples for instance came|
from South America, papayas

" from Mexico, lanzones from
Malaysia. The ubiquitous trees:
found in many abandoned lots, |

like sampaloc and aratilis, came
from Africa and Central America,
respectively. Despite being called
the Philippine lemon, even the
.iconic calamansi probably origi-
nated from the Himalayas. -
Some native Philippine plants
however, successfully broke
through as mainstream- products.
“The pili nuit is a great example of
an indigenous tree which became

- popular, with a following both in

the Bicol region and abroad,” ex-
plains botanist David Ples, '
Abaca, which is made from
the fibrous stalks of a native Phil-
ippine banana, is another ‘indig-
enous cash crop. “The key is to
recognize these plants’ value and
create useful, ‘viable products;”
adds David. As pili trees and.aba-

~ ca plants have become econo’mij |
~ cally valuable, their survival over}|i
. the next generations is assured;’

The same cannot be said for othe
Phlhppme treé species however

Agrobiodiversity resources ',.

As per the United Nations
Development Programme
'(UNDP), biodjyersity provides

alue
Pla_“ts
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|- "primary medicine for 4 billion!
people, while agrobiodiversity|
improves the lives of 1 billion
undernourished people.

- “IThe program] promotes
ethical, natural ways not just to
produce food and other vital re-
sources, but to find alternative
livelihood opportunities for
communities living in or near
forestlands, and that are sup-
portive of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals,” says the
| UNDP resident representative

to the Philippines, Dr. Selva Ra-

machandran.

“Our indigenous fruits,
herbs, nuts and other products
‘can provide vital nourishment
for Pinoys who might not have
ready access to mainstream
food. Indigenous plants also
have important vitamins and
minerals that are sometimes de-
ficient in the typical Pinoy diet,”
explains Charina Javier, a senior
science researcher at the Depart-
ment of Science and Technology
Food and Nutrition Research In-
stitute. “However, many of our

| indigenous flora are neglected

i and underused, so their poten-
tial to provide us with nutrients'
is not fully utilized.”

j Targets

The government has been
working on the promotion of‘
agrobiodiversity since 2015 and
continues to achieve its agro-
biodiversity targets uinder the
Philippine Biodiversity Strategy

I and Action Plan.

Those targets include main-
taining and conserving the ge-
netic diversity of cultivated
plants and farmed and domes-
ticated animals and wild rela-
tives, increasing areas devoted
to biodiversity-friendly agricul-
tural practices, formulating and

adopting Comprehensive Land
Use Plans that are ecologically
sound under the revised Hous-
ing Land Use Regulatory Board
framework, and increasing the
number of nationally important
agricultural heritage systems.
In some protected areas, the
encroachment of agricultural
Jands has become so evident that
the Department of Agriculture
- and the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources

(DENR) signed Joint Adminis-
trative Order (JAQ) No. 2021-01,
which ‘mainstreams biodiversi-
ty-friendly agricultural practices

-in and around these sites.

The UNDP’s Biodiversity Fi-
nance Initiative (DENR-UNDP
BIOFIN) is currently assisting
the two national agencies to
enable the implementation of
the JAO. Established in 2012 as
a network comprising 41 coun-
tries in Africa, Europe, South
and Central America, and the
Asia-Pacific region, the initia-
tive helps raise funds for smart
agriculture to boost the produc-
tivity of ecosystems, while re-
purposing potentially harmful

agricultural subsidies into ef-

fective conservation measures.
“We should.do all we can to
strengthen local agrobiodiversi-
ty, such as promoting our native
fruits,” says DENR-UNDP BIOFIN
national project manager Ana-
belle Plantilla. “Native and even
naturalized plants can be used
for a host of purposes. Alupidan
and pandan leaves [for example]
can be used to garnish dishes,
batuan fruits for flavoring and
rattan vines to make furniture.”

Food forests

According to the Forest
Foundation Philippines, native
trees are beneficial for threat-
ened native flora and fauna spe-
cies as they help recover and
expand forest habitats, protect
watershed and freshwater re-
sources, secure the livelihood
of local people and link protect-
ed areas with natural forests. -

Food forests, or areas where
various combinations of cash-
crops are planted in a natural
‘setting, instead of the endless
monocrop rows which domi-
nate large-scale agriculture, are

slowly taking root.

“Food forests provide resil-
ience to climate change because
the cultivated crops are usually
endemic and better suited to an
area,” explains Muneer Arquion
Hinay, cofounder of Kids Who
Farm, a Zamboanga-based ini-
tiative to get youth interested
in agriculture.

“They also promote better
regeneration for they closely
recreate natural forest ecosys-
tems, where the symbiotic re-
lationships of plants, fungi and
other lifeforms [are] retained.
Lastly, food forests can enhance
soil health through improved
soil cover from the leaves, twigs
and natural biomass of its trees.”

Worth more than logs
At the Subic Bay Jungle En-
vironment Survival Training
Camp, where participants learn
to survive in a tropical rainfor-
est, campers are taught how
to make “jungle coffee” from
kupang seeds, how to use gugo
vines as “jungle soap,” how to
- fashion survival implements
from bamboo and what leaves
one can chew on to help stave
off hunger. h
In the uplands of Sibalom in
Panay, locals seasonally harvest
the leaves and stems of bakan,
balud, banban and nito to make
tourist souvenirs, while local-
ly grown tobacco leaves are
ground and inserted into dried
| duhat leaves to make native
| cigarettes called lomboy or likit.

“Our forests serve many
key functions. They provide
habitats for wildlife, generate
the oxygen we breathe, even
offering us places to spiritually
recharge,” says Plantilla.

“We can make them worth
more than logs or farmland by
seeing them as our First Na-
tions (indigenous) people have
for generations—as a pharma-
cy, a grocery and:an extension
of our home.” (See related story
in Regions, Page A8). g

- $

Visitors interested in learn-
ing more about native Philippine
trees, fruits, nuts and herbs can
schedule a visit via Facebook to
the UPIB-EDC Arboretum, where
donations for upkeep and main-
[_tfnance are appreciated.
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SPECTRUM OF PINOY FLORA From the top: The entrance to
tbe UPIB-EDC Threatened Species Arboretumm Dlhmqn Que-

| zon Cnty, the rare JC’s Vine; “pili” nuts from the Bicol region;
and cacao fruits harvested in Panay Island. —pHoTOS BY GREGG YAN
AND ANGELIQUE OGENA
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‘PANAHON. NG PANAON: JOINING HANDS

Dlritllnrdnlllmlldwmls

: v ﬂ\lmm\mrmaucau—z
L Pliatas by Memay Laczat

Panaon Island in the southern
tip of Southern Leyte, |awmakers
have joined hands with international
nengavernment organization Oceana
1o mount a phate e-hlhit rapwrlng the

S AYING vhe time has COMe to save

- hapes ﬂfuetllng It detlared by law as lhe

Fanaen Island Protected Seascape (FIPS).

. The Island has coral reels with up

lo 60 percent of very good coral cover,

wiy above the national average of only

20 percent, according to briefing nates
provided 1o media, .

The progosed seascape, PIPS, has an
area of about 61,204 heclares, or 612.04

San Frantsco, Fintuyan and 5an Ricarda

In Southern Leyte.

KLD-n!EEmhhybmlm
endrding a white gargentan coral

awesome images on dlsplay represented in
this pige by Busiwusassa's Kenay Lacza,
Oceana and Seuthern Leyte Second
Distelet Rep. Chilstephersen “Coce” Yop
led those' expressing optimism that the
Houwse of Rep willl pass the

nMay 15,
Committee on Hatural -Resources
pravislanally 2pproved the consolidated
Bil for the praposed Fanaon Island
seascape law pending the submiftsion
of 2 minor revlsion to the technical
i 5 ; S

bill declaring Panaonlsland as a protected

seascape within this year.
Theywere joined by Hueva Exija Fourth

District 3ep. Emersen Emeng Pascual, Cebu

-Second Distict Rep, Fduarde Roa Rama

Ir., Bukidnon Fourth District Rep. Laami
Lavin Rogue, Dceana Acting Vice President

{Hamria].
The mapping autherity committed to
submitting this by nexi week.
OnTuesday the phote eehibit, "Fanahon
ng Panacn,” was launthed—with the

Atty. Rose Liza Eisma Osaric, and Assistant
Director Armida Andres of Depariment

]

Infiling it bill, Yap sald Panasn sland
Is located at the scuthem 1ip of Southern
Leyte, which boast of cor2l reefs hat are
In gocd 1o excellent candition—a rarity
in the country nowadays.

“Identifled as part of the priceily
reefs that will Kighly |kely withsiand the
devastating Impacts of climate change,

 the urgency to pratectihe reefs of Pamagn

Island Is highly emphasized,” Yap sald.
For her part, Southern Leyte First
Distrlct Rep. Luz Mercade, ore af the
authors of the b1, said the establishment
nfthe Panaan Island Protected Seascapéls
puuummh-duurzd palicy of the State
d protect the censtitutianal

of Envi ard Natural fes
Biodiversity Management Bureau.

righttoa halant.el! and healthicl erology

SHARFHOSE paflar

in accord with the rhythm and harmony of
nature of all the Fillpino people pf present
for futare generatlons,

* Mercade added that the State shall
pratect the natlon’s marine wealth in its

archipelagic waters, territorial sea and *
extluslve econamic zane, and reserve Jis. .

use and enjoyment exclusively to Filipino
citizens, the objectlve of the Expanded
Hatioral Integrated Protected Areas
System Act.

“We need 1o have more marine
protected areas, with our coungry having
anly 1.4 percent of cur waters up to
200 nautical miles protecied under the
Nzticnal integrated Protected Areas
System, as of 2020, she said.

VARIEGATED Eizardfish

Mercado said marine pretected areas
play a pivoral rate in rebuilding fisheries,
fighting aveifishing, premoting food and
nutritional sacusity and sirengthening
climate mitigation and adaptation
MEASUTES,

“With the Philippines considered

q P
af climate change, the country needs
mare well-managed marine reserves that
imay help masine ecosystems 2nd people
adapttofive prominent impacts of climate
change: acidification, sea-level 1lse,
Inwnsuf‘:atlnn nfslurm,shlltsl’nisedu

ibution, and decreased p
and nfxygm availability, as well as thelr
cumulative effects,” Mercada added.
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IWHILE WILD ANIMALS ARE THREATENED WITH EXTINCTION, UN
Philippine warty p

e

d this vart

TELOMD Lipadas ¥

ferast ar

BrjunaTHAN L MAYLGA

WD baars, or "baboy dama® i

W Filiping, ate hunted 1 the bring

of extinction in many p2ris of the

*country, But did you knaw that they perforn

impartant ecosyster functians thal waman
thelr pratection and conservation?

Fortunataly, ateastone speCies (Brilayeg

authars of the siudy titled, “Inventory
and abundance of namvalant [land-based]
mammals and birds in the unpratected
teglons of the Meunt Apo Range"—fold
the Byustsshaeck via Toem on May .

Ecological engineers

1HE:u?Mra of the study—thatinciuded
Jhonnel B Villegas, lireh R, Rosales
G. Tampos—consider

MastatApa—ih ¥ and GI . ;
big,one ol he icwild plgsit wildlife,p PATd
hented in the ceunyy for thele mi ang birds, “ecological engineers” that

Winlle wild animats are threatentd ik
extinction, even in the unprotected ponfzng
of Mount Apa, or arzes putside 17e Moy
Apa Nataral Park (MANP), a protected areq
under the National Integrated Piotected

influence larest vegetation.

PHILIPPINE warty plg o o7 casec oy

!

ig, an ecolo

AN image of a Philippine mucaquo caught by 3
durt Maunt Aps i

Inabls

msaland palli

shipe

cattems and ai [“' {f
of ecasystem health, the 51 udy sald,

On the other hand, avizn species are
impartant patlinators, scavengers, predators,
seed disperiers and ecosystem erqginers.

Biodiversity-rich area

THE study bighlighted the fact thar Mount
Apo, which hostsai least three palrs of the
aitically-endangered species, maintalns
a highly diverse species of plants and
animals despite the many anlhropegenic

published in the Jaurnal'ef
Taxa last menth, the study that used wmen
trappingin 2016 and 2070, almed h_(und:_m
a spediss inventory and assess the relative

i Arensy lurigue

Prattion provided mh;fndl;enaus:m
[P} Ehing In the arza,

Population decline

THE ever-y i

of poavolznt memmals and birds
| the Mount Apa Rarge,

wpildiife, suth a3 nonvolanl mammaly .

andbirds, play a vical ralelnthe malrntenance
of ecosystem health. They are concidered

threats for envi charge caused
orbnfluenced by pecp1e) that pushes these
alieady endangered animal species to the
brink of extineticn,

MOunt AR is at the heart of the Maunt
ApoKHural Park (MANE), 3 Agean Heritage
Park (AHP), the Philipgines' eighth AHE.
whith means It 1 amang the best of the

ecolagical engineers that influence forest
nian,” the sudy revezled,

g ta
et o across the country has
led 1 the rapi decline of wild animat
apulations, incluting nonvelnt, o land-
based, mammals a0d aslen species—
Maregres, sevetal spycies are threatened
with extincton due tg pymap persecution
20 mancwed geogrghy ranges, authors of
aTRCeTI pEet-TeYlevag rapprt sald
Some cliheligen mammalsin PHIEFFINE
forests, neluding Phlipgine bewn deer 300
Ve PHTIg7ARe rarty pig, are amang them.
Alsa dedlining [y pymber are soME
mimmals in Mindaraq farests, such a5
the PHIPRINE tree squirre] (Supdasclarus
pRINPPIRENSH), gy pindanag forest rat
(Qullimus bagobys), comon philippine
Torest 1t (Raitus ewpreryy, ptindante
UetiheR (Uragale eyesgy) and palm
civet (Paradazung; hrmu;y-.,mmsL
‘,lml[arly,mapnpuhllunnrblmspcriv
like the wulnerable giap sepps-gwl (Olus
I;u,..mr and Mindangg bleeding-heart
iGa:l“:;“";bil “rinlgeray wore ghsarved
1o be dechin n.la Hue jgy Anthropogenic
,tm.sur”- 147490 thaner ono of the

’H;umandueln deforestation, habitatloss

and human persecution, wildlife popalation

has dedlined cver the years, highlighiing the

need to strengthen the protection of Maunt

Apasunpratecied egiems agalnst deslructive.
et addadu

1M'{mh1- of Education and Teacher Tralning
3t Davao State University.

s 2
" Theresa Mongiza 5, EI; ;
“IMANP] 15 ose of the firgt protected

E'“'F' tecied e Agegn, said Asean

estabiished asan IHP] backin 194, i ¥
Tor being a kngwn hakiyzy of 1ht’:“‘"m|‘
Fhillepine eagleLin s3jq.

She painted out thay oqper than the
FhiilpglnaHﬂmM&HPlsxwam!W‘"m
2N area Where saece ype giyyy glscoveied

fram, for other unlque ypagipg sych 2 1h
! e

with ancestral domain rights of chaims ever
vastiracty of lands need all the suppart—
frem the natlonal and lecz| govemments,
and frem private institutions—far them ta
eantinue protecting the forests and be part
ef the sclutlon rathet than beoming part ef
the problem, :

“Whike in some parts of Davan City, the
1Py are recelving same level of support from
the lzcal govemment, tey remain to be
wanting," he sald,

Important ecosystem functions
WILD animals play Impartand ecosysiem
Tunctions,

Mammals regelace prey populations,

Mot Apa ol seme e
mammals, suchas e b 4. faragt MU

corriders cannecting lready fragmented
habitat ranges,” she suggested, "

*Protected areas, such as the MANE
should nat be viewed as isolated slands’ of
protection, bt as part of an intereonnagted
diversity of peasystems, includisg erban
eehsyslems that requlre Innegrated action 1o
sustain the benefits it can provide, net just
For the wildlife, but far heman communities
that depend on 11 she sald.

‘Key biodiversity area
THE study authars gainted out thal Mount

¥
Alr"!a In the Philipgines.

Alarge portice: of Mount Agois within
the 64,000-hectare (ha) MANE which has
been the subject D! several hiﬂlﬂl‘rr;ity
conservalion inftiatives.

However, asignifizant portionofiecondary
ardnatural forests af the mauntaintange ars
feft unprotecied and, thus, receive fewer
conseraatidn inftkatives, whith is the foeus
of the new study.

The authors sald the situation calls for

4

be putinplace for

 total of 1,105 camera trap days were
carried gut in 2016 and another SG0 days
i 2020, i N

Based on 260 independeént sequences n
the suiveys, 12 spedes were dentified—
¢lght nenvalant mammals and fout birds.

- Besides the Philippine warty plg
{Sus phllippensis), among the Identified
spacies are the endangeledll’hﬂipylne
brown deer (Rusa Marianna), Philippine
long-talled macaque (Macaca fascicularis

sueney).
2ls0 detected in the camera taps.

Unregulated forest dearing

THE authors deployed the camera traps
with the help of |Ps who are “converts” or
hunlers-turned-forest pratectors.

They noted the existznce of unregulated
forest clezring in some pants of Mount
Ao Range,

Ttwasabserved in barangays Carmen and
Tawan-Tawan, where araund three hectares

N, UNIQUE SPECIES ON MOUNT APO CONTINUE TO THRIVE DUE TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ PROTECTION

gical engineer

PHILIPPINE deer Mo it et/

This was the first documentation In

the Philippines of ather fores vestebrates
drinking and bathing From the wallowing
pit of warty pig.

Arcarding to the authors, wallowing 15 8

physiclogizal and welfare benefits 1o wany
pigs, the study explained.

“For the first time, using cmera traps,
wewere able to leam of their behaviar in the
wlld; Thanez pointad cut.

“Nutrient recyding ;
MORE than Just 3 game for hunters, the
warty pigs ane also sc2vngers that feed on
animal carcasses in the wild. In remaving

nutrlents that are wsed by plants. -

The Philippine warty plg also help
prevent the spread of diseases thar could
fead to an autbreak thai can threafen
to wipe out the focal animal population

in the area, or warse, cause a pandemic |

threateniag the human population.

oft Laiad
This was also observed at an even lager

programs beyand the protected landscapes,
“Fortunately, there are [Py [p the
ared because pants of the Unpratecrpg
regions of Maunt Apo Range averlap vy
the Obu Manuyu Ancestral Demg)q that
is Inhanlted mainly by the gpy Manuy,
people” Ibanez said. g

the Philippine tree squs Apamynd
tharinhahlunerm:, :,Iimm :

Scught to commend gq the srudy, Lim: 2
former direcrer :fEmdims.itr Management
Sureau cf the Degartineny of grrronmen!
and Watura! Resources, ¢ypiained that the
recent study that goeyments PRIEPINE
specles found inggg pa manp such ¥
Philipine wary pig fsus philippenst) 7
PhiiEpine browe dear, ar sttt 38 i
oetside unprctacied gorign of 1he MALNt
Apa Range, demanstrares pyat wild 29T
POpUlatiuns knaw ng poyndaries in 1HE0
natural movements,

i, thereloe, it shat seme for OF

Forthed bu, theforess - s
where an indigenaus praciiee i held t.n
iaﬂ(lll'g'h|n1I:andahinli:mamrlals-hm
\'Il!-lelﬂm!‘il'txlrrunnlu't;l.-’lpr:,hihi,j,I 5
willdlifespeclesin mest pares ﬂf'.hm;! l-lné:=1
some partsarealiowed for g oo

i i
1At U215 performad betgr, P V135

"€ the activity,
Camera trapping
BESIDES eonducting & spey
amiaummglhealu.miancur.- i
mammals and birds jn tha am.nl:u:;am
cameta-1rapping, the mukht il
discorered the amhmpngenir e
g threats in

Cigs inventory

——

mite than 10 hectares of fotest were shaved *

and converted n1é.a grazing area for cartle.
Almest the same forest cover was |25 i
Kagawasan, Barangay Tamboband, _nhimlls

wha have settled in the area.

Tree farmer

A PHILIPPINE warty pig was caught en
camera for the first time, doing what they
do best— cultivate the sail by digging
to find food, and make heles to create a
wallowing area, a5 ifto allow seeds that fall
from nearbytreestogroven lateron—the
perfect natural refarestatién process,

s2id D, ¥
of the Philippines Les Bafins College of
Yeteqmary Medicine.

There are Incidences of mass die-offs |

dur to suspected Afiican swine fever (RSF)
afecting Philippine warty pig populatices
in some parts of Visayas and Mindanas,

" particularly in Tagum City, she said,

“This happenedin 2015, 2lmost the same
time that the ASF started to 2ffect areas
aloag the trading path of import2d swine,”
Temoura added.

She warned (hat stronger protection
measures must be put in place in the wild,
particularly against hunters and even

hclimb il Apoand alher
aneas, to protect wild animal papulations like
st P ;

I Ifad scal

Mareever, 06

species that used the same Fhilipaine warty
pig wallowing hole a3 drinking and hathing
spets. It was 2lso used 35 a wallowing hole
Tar other species, such as the Philippine dear
and the giant scops owl.

wiped out by oonotic diseases, such as th;
dreaded ASF.
Otherwlse, she s3id there's g chance that

the Philippine warty pig and ather wild |

Pig species In the country may eventeally
became lnstinet.
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NEDA, KOICA ink $2.5-M deal
~ for water resources project

The National Economic and Develop- |

ment Authority (NEDA) and the Korea
International Cooperation Agency (KOI-
CA) have signed a record of discussions
for the implementation of a $2.5 million
water resources management project in
the country.

In a statement, the NEDA said the sign-
ing ceremony for the Capacity Building
for Integrated Water Resources Manage-

- ment (IWRM) and Sustainable Develop-
ment project was held last Friday. .

The project, which will be imple-
mented until next year, aims to enhance
the management and technical skills of
institutions involved in the Philippines’
water resources sector. i

“This momentous occasion holds great
promise for the improvement of vital
services, such as water supply, sanitation,

irrigation, and flood control under the |

framework of Integrated Water Resources
Management or the INRM. By ensur-
ing equitable, efficient, and sustainable
management and allocation of our wa-
ter resources, we can embark on a path
of progress,” NEDA Secretary Arsenio
Balisacan said.

- The NEDA will work closely with the
National Water Resources Board, the De-
partment of Public Works and Highways,
and the Local Water Utilities Administra-
tion for the implementation of the project
and to establish the Philippines-Korea
IWRM Cooperation Roadmap.

Under the project, there will be train-
ing offered for personnel in the Philip-
gines and experts from South Korea will

e providing technical advice.

In addition, the NEDA will coordinate

* with the recently created Water Resources

Management Office (WRMO) in the De-
partment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources to ensure the implementation of the

projectis in line with the WRMO’s mandate

to integrate and harmonize all government
efforts for the sustainable management of
the country’s water resources.

The project is expected to support the
Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028,

whic

indicates that integrated water |

and resource management is a way to |

strengthen efforts to rehabilitate and
protect the country’s ecosystems. -
Balisacan said the project is crucial in

addressing the water sector’s problems |

due to weak governance and fragmented
systems.

“We must address these shortcomings |

by-embracing effective water governance
through integrated water resources man-

- agement. By harmonizing the planning

and management of land, water, and

coastal resources, we can overcome these

obstacles and create a brighter future for -

all,” he said.
KOICA Philippines country director

Kim Eunsub said the South Korean gov- -

ernment agency dedicated to providing
grant aid programs, recognizes the need
to help enhance the Philippine govern-
ment’s ability to address cia.llenges and
ats in the water sector. '
“Our project was designed to help
water agencies implement IWRM reforms
and address issues on increasing water
demand, insufficient water infrastructure,
and rising climate change threats,” he
said, — Louella Desiderio
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DA, KOICA ink $2.5-M
water resources project

- By CHINO'S, LEYCO

The National Economic and De-
velopment Authority (NEDA) and
the Korea International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA) will implement the

capacity building for Integrated

Water Resources Management
(IWRM) and Sustainable Develop-
ment project.

INEDA Secretary Arsenio V. Bali-
sacan and KOICA Philippines Coun-
try Director Kim Eunsub signed the
record of discussions to implement
the capacity development project,
which is valued at approximately
$2.5 million, or roughly 139.3 mil-

- lion. The project implementation

will continue until next year.
“This momentous occasion

holds great promise for the im-

provement of vital services, such as

“water supply, sanitation, irrigation,

and flood control under the frame-
work of Integrated Water Resources
Management or the IWRM,” Bali-
sacan said in a statement.

“By ensuring equitable, ef-
ficient, and sustainable manage-
ment and allocation of our water
resources, we can embark on a path

‘of progress,” he added.
The capacity development proj-

ect aims to increase the manage-
ment and technical skills of institu-
tions involved in the water resources
sector. The initiative supports the
strategies under the Philippine De-
velopment Plan 2023-2028, which
indicates that integrated water and
resource management is a way to
intensify the rehabilitation, pro-
tection, and management of the
country’s ecosystems.

During the signing ceremony,
the NEDA chief highlighted that the
project is imperative for addressing
theissues in the water sector caused
byweak governance and fragmented
systems.

“Balisacan said the government
must address these shortcomings
by embracing effective water gov-
ernance through integrated water
resources management.

"By harmonizing the planning
and management of land, water, and
coastal resources, we can overcome
these obstacles and create a brighter
future for all,” Balisacan said.

Meanwhile KOICA Philippines

Country Director Kim Eunsub rec-
ognized the need to enhance the
capability of the Philippine govern-
mentin dealing with challenges and
threats in the water sector.



