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PROTECT IMPORTANT ECOSYSTEM

‘IVER DAMAGED BY MINNG

By Ryan D. Rosauro
@IngNational

CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—
Mayor Rolande Uy on Friday
called for collaborative efforts
torehabilitate the IponanRiver,
a common resource of the city

and adjoining localities, from

the massive damage wrought
by illegal mining activities.
“The damage caused by ille-
al mining in Iponan River af-
fecreoth Cagayan de Oro and
“Opol town in Misamis Oriental
as this is a shared river ecosys-
tem. Let us work together to re-
store it,” Uy said in a statement.
The illegal mining oper-
ations along the river again

its Bantay Suba (River Watch)
pperations, using drone-based
mapping technology to aid
ground verification.

In its recent report to Task
Force Kinaiyahan, a body com-
posed mainly of the Philippine
National Police, the Philippine
Army, the DENR and the loca]
government, Clenro found trac-
es of extractive activities on the
city's side of the river,

The 60-kilometer long river
~snakes from the hinterlands of
| Higan City in Lanao del Norte

down to Opol and on to Cagay-
an de Oro before draining to-
ward Macajalar Bay.

__ The mountains along the
river, especially in the hinter-

came to light following a raid
Jast May 13 on a mine site in
Opol's villages of Nangcaon and
Cauyunan. The operation used
heavy equipment and involved
five Chinese employing at least
11 locals.

According to the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR), the ille-
gal operation destroyed more
than 7 hectares of forest cover.

Improved coordination

“I hope that the recently
conducted joint operation and
the succeeding monitoring and
rehabilitation efforts will bring
about positive changes and
bring to life again the Iponan

lands, have been the subject of
massive illegal gold extraction
activities in the last two de-
cades, employing the hydrau-
lic mining method that uses
high-pressure water trained on
the hills to dislodge materials
believed to contain mineral de-
posits. The sediments are then
channeled to a sluice box that
pans the gold.

Massive siltation
Illegal mining operations
had been observed in the villag-
es of Taglimao, Pigsag-an, Tu-
buran and Tumpagon of Cagay-

an de Oro.

Citing DENR data on the riv-
er's water quality monitoring,

River,” Environment Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga said in a state-
ment on Thursday-

Uy said he would want im-
proved coordination between
the local governments of the
city, Opal town and Misamis
Oriental province in rehab'lh-
tating mined areas in the criti-
cal Iponan River watershed.

Apart from maintaining law
enforcement drive against il-
legal miners, Uy said it is also
essential to strengthen devel-
opment efforts in communities
along the river..

The GCity Local Environment
and Natural Resources Office
(Clenro) has been monitoring
activities in the river through

local environmentalist Bep-
Cyrus Ellorin told the Inquirer

that mining in the area peaked
in 2010 when its total suspend-

ed solids were at g9z mg/liter as .

against the 50 mg/liter tolerable

level.

That
siltation which, in turn, means |
increased sluicing activities up- .
stream, Ellorin explained.

The river's “dying state”
prompted environmental groups
to seek the issuance by the Court
of Appeals of a Writ of Kalikasan,
which was granted in February .
2013. The court directed envi- '
ronmental and law enforcement
agencies to act to stop the illegal '
mining operations in the area. maq

indicated massive |

cASAYANDE OBO MAYOR SEEKS HELP FRON OTHER LOGALGOVTS TOREHAB
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mercury and

environment as a

By ManvEL T Cavon

AVAO CITY—The outcome

of a government-initiated gold
processing method in the
mining industry is churning out
a promising future for mineral extraction
among small-scale operators: No more
nide scare to blight
people’s lives, the river systems and the
whole.

Processing Pilot Plang in the Re-

2015 in Nabuntyran, Davao de
Ore, the Department of Science
and Technelogy (DOST) reported |
increased earnings for small- !

associated with small-scale min-

gions" was fieldtested jn October { ing in the past.

“The latest performance of the
facility has shown that it can in-
crease the earnings of small-scale
miners up to 86.5 percent, with

]
Eight years after the project j scale miners and the absence of .I
“Integrated Gold-copper Mineral | severe environmental pollution

i
]
.

opportunities for further improve-
ment,” the DOST told the Business-
Mirror,

With noo-pollutive efficiency
to extract gold from the are and
lesser risk of an environmen-
tal damage, the new processing
method may likely ease the nega-
tive impression against small-scale
raining and a future gold rush, and
affer a better income autlock for
people seelting theie fartune from
small-scale mining operations,

Critical assistance

DOST Region X1 Director Anthony
Sales said small-seale mining op-
erdtions contisiue to thrive along-
side corporate mining operations,
which are mastly found in mineral-

cyanide to extract gold. “The prob-
fem with small-scale mining opera-
tions is that these are unregulated
or non-regulated. And they cause
pollution to the enviranment,
aside from also endangering [the
miners’| health,” Sales added.

This, he added, is one rea-
son the DOST is embarking on a
program  called Community-led
Non-Cyanide Non-Mercury Min-
ing Technology. The Initiative was
pilot-tested in Davao de Oro.

Focus on small-scale miners

THE unresoived plight of small-
scale miners and the persistent
challenge in mass transportation
systemns are on the spotlight in this
year’s reglonal scientific meeting
in Mind one of three legs of

rich Davac de Oro provi for-
‘merly called Compostela Valley.
He said the small-scale min-

ing operations still needed critical
assistance to aveid polluting the :

environment because of their reli-
ance on the poisanous mereuryand |

meetlngs before the annual nation-
al gathering of scientists, research-
ers and academicians in Manila.
Experts from the Department
of Mining of the University of the
CONTINUED oy A2

£y

tract minerals from ores sans environmental damagge
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Philippines-Diliran’ said the [ni-
tiative would apply the new ore
processing methed "since this tech-
rology extracts double ameunt of
pold than the usual method”

“This ,also extracts copper
from the same ores in a single pro-
cess,” the provinezl information
office said, quoting UE experts.

New processing

\THE Integrated Gald-Copper Min-
eral Processing Pilot Flant ([GC- -
MPPE) facility fn Nabunturan
houses a mew technology called *
CLINN-GEM (Community-Led In-
tegrated Non-Cyanide Non-Mercu-
ry Gald Extraction Methad), which
was developed by UP-Diliman and -
funded by the DOST-Phllippine
Council for Industry, Energy, and
Emerging  Technelogy Research
and Develapment (FCIEERD).

The technology uses various
processes, Inchuding gravity con-
centration, fistation and leaching,
in addition to the typiral erushing
and grinding processes,

“The gravity concentration
Process uses 3 gravity concentrator
and shaking. table to recover frem
gold, which is not associated with
other minerals, by taking advan-
tage of the differences in densities
between minerals and metals,’
DOST said. : %
In the fistation pro-

* THE entire CLIRN-GEM, {Commumity-Led |

cess utilizes flotation cells to re-

cover gold associated with sulfide

minerals by altering their surface
PrOpErtics with the help of Rota-
Hen reagenty such as frothers, col-
lectors and pH adjustecs, which in-
crease its hydrophobicity,
is produces a pald concens
trate that is fed into the next pro-
cess, which is leaching, Chlorina:
tion leaching is used to recover the
gold from the eoncentrate through
the dissolution and eventual pre-
cipitation of pald particles,
“Finally, these particles are
mﬁ::’d in a furnace to obtain the
highest ible purity of gald," it
;d?!ed_ Possible purity of ge
The IGCMPPP facility is eam-
posed of six sets of mineral Fro-
cessing packages and 10 aboratory
services, 2l of which are already
enrolled in the Provincial Local
Revenue Code of Davag de Cro. The
team that manages the facility is
currently addeessing risks and op-
portunities, including but not lim-
ited to Increasing inveatory buff;
of supplies and equi add-

(omporate help

THE Facility has not been wotally
adapted yet by any of the small-
scale mining operatlons existing
in Davaa de Oco. However, one
Ppositive note is that “starting this
year, the IGCMPEP has secured the
suppart of Apex Mining Co. Inc.

Gonzaga,” the DOST sakd,

The support would be in the
form of laboratory supplies to en-
hance and expand the services

The massive influx of people
torned the village, 25 kilometers
upland from the town of Monkayo,
into a ticking time bomb of law-
lessness in chantytowns, with vie-

lence frequenting the crisscrossing
tunnels, Reports of mine tunnel
collapse were regular faze, Mean-
while, in thelowlands, farmers and
residents complained of rivers poi-
sened by merchry and cyanide.
Mercury contamination of the
rivers ‘was also detected as far as

of the IGCMPPP lat v, and
immersion and training of small-
scale miners: to encourage them
and build their capacity in adept-
ing the green mining technolagy.
Despite the impraved out-
lock—earnings of small-scale
miners to rise by up to 85.5 per-

i
3
1
i
i
i
]
thraugh the initative of Governor
5
1
i
i
i
i
i
i
i

the D del Norte portion of the
Davao Gulf, T kilometers south
of Monkaye. This was further ag-
gravated by the cpemtion of crude
rock ove processing plants, called
ball mills and epanide plants, out-
side the poblarion of Tagum. A
o 7 of the Philippi |

tent—the DOST loned, “This

level of perfarmance cannot be {I
i

guaranteed for all types of ores
minéd in Davaa de Oro” To ad-
dress this issue, the IGCMPEP
Lak

ing technical personnel, and other
MERsUres Lo ensure consistent
quality of service for the public, the
DOST said.

Remalning lab '

THE Davao de Oro provinee want-
ed the pilot testing of the pro-
cessing plant to produce positive
results "o help mmall-scale min-
ing communities through the new
technelogically  innovative and
pro-enviranment minetal process-
ing and extractive methods.”

“This s asafer method an gold-
pracessing for it uses no harmful
chemicals like mercury and cya-
nide,” it sald. 4

‘l'ht_ technology was also
tested in Benguet, Bicol and the
Caraga Region. However, only
the Davao de Oro facility has re-
malned cperational. *Thig could
be attributed to our different jm-.
plementation strategy, which in.
volves the active participation of
the Provincial Local Governmant
of Davao de Oro (PLGU-D4O) led
by Gov. Dorothy Montejo-Gonza-
g3, the DOST said.

PLGU-DMO has been suppart-
ing the project since 2018 through
the Green Mining Program imple-
mented by its Provincial Envi-
romment and Natural Resources
Office, The [GCMPPP is managed
jointly by DOST X1 and PLGU.
DdO, “"and both agencies haye
invested in designating a full-time
warkforce that reparts to the Facil
ity the DOST added,

¥ will be equipped with
P65 millich worth of equip-
ment, including an X-ray diffrac-
tometer and X-ray fluorescence
spectrometer, through the DOST
OneLak for TED project.

“These two pieces of equip-
ment will be used to thargughly-
characterize the ores to be pro-
cessed in the faclity and cnsire
thelr profitability.” the DOST.said,

The IGCMPPP is also involved
[n researching other green mining

strategied and currently hae an ac-
tive collaboration with Mapua Ma-
layan Cellege of Mindanas through
a DOST-PCIEERD-funded project
entitled "Innowative technology
for refractory gold extraction us-
ing deep eutsctic solvent (DES) and
hypochlorite solution.”

Issue of concern
ORGANIZERS of the Mindanan
Regional Scientific  Meeting n
April at the Acacla Hatel here
identified the small-scale mining
as Minahang Bayan, and topped
the issues of eoncern in the re-
gion. It has been logged as one of
the tap five pressing issues in the
country that could be addressed
through the application of science
and technology.

Small-pcale  mining  became
a national concern in the 1990

amid the geld rush in the Divalial

mountain mining village in Davao

de Oro, formerty Compostela Val-
ley, which pathered as many as
100,000 geld hunters and fortune
seckars,

Ly
on the extent of mereury contarmi-
nation has found the underground
waters unfit for drinking.

‘The Mines and Geoscienceg
Bureau (MGE) said 13 Minahang
Bayan currently operate in the
Davao Region and 15 others bave
filed their petition to be declared
as such. Aside from these Mina-
hang Bayan, the MGB granted
small-scale mining contracts to
six operations.

A Minahang Bayan is the goy-
ernment intervention into the un.
regulated, often destrictive, op-
erations of small-scale miners.

Some Minahang Bayan in-
dependenily eperating a5 small-
seale miners could be seen around
corparate mines, mostly in Davao
de Oro and Davao Oriental. The
MGE said there are 18 operations
granted with the Mineral Produc-
tion Sharing Agreement, and one
with Financial or Technical Assis-
tance Agreement, 51 applications
for exploration permits, eight with
exploration permits already and
three othees granted with mineral
processing permit.

"Our ebjective is to balance
the ¢ffect to the econamy and the
benefits that we get for sustain-
ing society 05 well a5 the environ-
ment,” Sales said

Sales said the DosT will ¢

mocratizing sclen,
ogy and bringing
closer to the p




STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION

LY

FAGE

\ LI\ [

TILE :

7

PAGE

REGIONS

GoVv't told: Panaon
- needs protection

TACLOBAN CITY—An intemationfu organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting the world’s oceans hag
called on the government to declare Panaon I_Slan_-:l
in Southern Leyte a protected seascape, amid re-
ports of coverfishing and other destructive actiy-

_ philippines, said it was urgent for Congress to pass

a measure safeguarding all marine resoyrces ==

on Panaon Island. —story By JoEy GABIETA . Aa
b - F)

ities. Liza Osorio, acting vice president of Qceans

reefs with
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- AMONG COUNTRY’S 50 PRIORITY REEFS

OGEANA: DEGLARE PANAON

ISLAND A PROTEGTED AREA

By Joey Gabieta
@joeygabietalNQ

TACLOBAN CITY—An inter-'

national organization dedicat-
ed to protecting the world’s
oceans has called on Congress
to declare Panaon Island ip
Southern Leyte 3 protected
seascape amid reports of over-
fishing and potential destryc-
tion of its resources.

Lawyer Liza Osorio, acting
vice president of Oceana Phil-
[ippines, said it is urgent for
Congress to pass the proposed
measure Lo protect all marine
resources on Panaon Island.,

“We call for the urgen-
cy of the measure as we race
against time in achieving the
targets and more importantly,
in preserving the integrity of
the natural life support SVs-

tem that our coral reefs, man-

groves, seagrasses and wet-
lands provide,” she said in a
statement released on May 18,

She added: “The destruction
of these invaluable havens for

the people and wildlife persists,

and will get worse if we will con-
tinue to lay back and take our
own SWeet time taking action.”
Panaon Island is part of the
50 Driority reefs in the world
that will likely withstand the
devastating impacts of climate
change, hence, the urgent need
for DProtection and conserva-
tion, said Oceana Philippines.
The islanq also has coral
i “t1up to 6o percent of
. VEry good coral cover,” which
1S way abgye the national av-
€Tage of 20 percent, the orga-
nizatiorn added,
Accordj to
mentalistg

environ-
» Potential ' causes

of large-scale pabitat deteri-.

oration, sych as the crown-
of-thorng starfish, trash and
illegal fishing activities, could
dramaticajjy change the is-
land’s cora) reef condition,

i Pending bills
40N [slang jg composed
ﬂ'f the tﬂWns Of Liloan, San Fran-
cisco, Pintuyan and San Ricardo.
Home ShaWamt people,

Panaon Islang forms part of
the “Coral Triangle " anirea of
high hiodiversity that sprawls
across multiple countries in
the western Pa

“Benefits, foed and w,

* munities that depend op th

Cific Ocean, a¢-

cording to Qceana,

In June 2022, Southerp

Leyte Representatives
Mercado ‘and Christnphersgh

Luz -

Yap filed separate bills for the .
declaration of Panaon Islang

as a protected seascape. _
A similar bill was alsg fileg

‘by: Sen. Cynthia Villar in the

Senate in January 2023,

Osorio said envirnnmentaj- '

ists are committed to SUpport

the initiatives of ensuring that

atleast 30 percentof th

Services, are effectively con-
served and managed by 2030,
Data from the Philippin‘
Statistics  Authority shQWES
thatas of 2022, only aboyt 5 1
million hectares of the Cou‘n‘?
try’s waters are dESignated
as marine protected are
mere 1.42 percent of the co
try's total marine areas,
“Meeting the target wil]
in curbing marine biodf\'ersiry
loss while Providing ec“"mm'c
; - ater SECI_],-
rity, climate change adaptagiq,,
and mitigation for coasta] Com-
ecosystems,” Osorio said,
“We call for the imrnediate
passage of the bill déclaring

: Eoceay .
, especially areas of Particyla,

importance for bindiversu}-'
and ecosystem functiong anq -

"

E

as, a
un- .

help -

€5e

Panaon Island as a Protected |

seascape becauseé it wil) move
us closer top achieving the set
target,” she added.

As of January 2023, there
are 114 protecte_d areas ip the
cauntry that have been
clared through legislation,

Yap said he wag Pushing '
for the declaration of Panagp |

Island as a protected seascape
for the benefit of the future
generations. _

“The declaration of the
Panaon Island as & Marine pro-

tected area is very IMporgy,, !

me as it will ensure that ouy ¢

ture generation would be gh) to

experience the island as we o -
perience today, with its diverg,
marine flora and :fauna," he sgu-d'

“The formation of
especially created for its DPro-
tection would deter COmme,..
cial vessels from eneroachiy,

a bodj; '

in municipal waters to do thej,
illegal acts with impunity an .

keep our most prized resfy

from destruction,” he added iy, |
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UNDERWATER VIEW A diver fram Oceana Philippines swims by a table coral (Acropora) off Panacn Island in Southern Layte in 2020, Oceana, a marine praservation advocacy group, is backing
meves in Congress to declare Panaon Island a protacted ared. —PHOTO COURTESY OF DANNY OCAMPO OF OCEANA 3
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Manila Water:-_.se_ht to complete
P8.2-B Antipolo treatment plant

By RICHMOND MERCURIO

More residents h\'ﬁnﬁpnlh City
and nearby towns are expected to

benefit starting next month with
the completion of Manila Water
Co.’s P8.2 billion treatment plant.

‘The east zone concessionaire
is set to complete next month the
construction of its Calawis water
supply system project which will
grovide<_additiori?1 80 million

ters per day (MLD) of treated
water to 919,784 population in

Antipolo City and nearby towns. |

he projectis composed of the
SO.ML'B water treatment plant,
gulrélgmg stations, reservoirs, and

1 kilometers of primary transmis-
sion line, .

Manila Water said the facility

| supplies treated water to some areas

of the ity including the Antipolo

Government Center while prepar- -

‘ing to commence full operations.
The raw water for the facility
comes from the Tayabasan River
in Antipolo City. =~ i
Manila Water said the project
utilized a technology to signifi-
cantly reduced footprint require-
ment and time for construction.
. Italso used _pii)e jacking tech-
nology, a trenehless meﬂ%dd of
_ installing pipes, on a portion of
the pipelaying contract and for
the two river crossings to bring
potable water to the customers. .

. “Manila Water was able to es-
tablish good relationship with rel-
evant local government Units, the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, the Depart-
ment of Public Works and High-

~ways, the affected Indigenous

People- the Dumagat Remontados
of Antipolo City, and the National
Commission of Indigenous People
which enabled us to proceed with

a successful development of the
project,” Manila Water senior

- project manager Vince Siat.

“The project team has ensured

that the project complies with all

necessary laws and regulations
emphasizing the company’s ad-
herence to social and environmen-
tal sustainability,” Siat said.

Manila Water said the Calawis

~water supply system project is

part of the company’s water sup-
ply masterplan, which aims to
ensure water security and supply
reliability in the east zone for the
next decades, while lessening de-
pendence on Angat Dam. . .
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Globe-supported TSD facility empowers women waste recyclers _

DIGITAL solutions platform Globe
has partnered with key stakeholders to
raise awareness about the importance

of e-waste management in the country

and the critical role that women play
in this area.

. Titled "Implementation of Poly-
chlorinated Biphenyls (PCB) Manage-
ment Programs for Electric Coopera-
tives and Safe E-waste Management,”
the project is a joint undertaking by
the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources Environmental
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB)
and the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization ({Inido),
with funding from the Glabal Environ-
ment Fadlity.

Integrated Recycling Industries Inc.

and EcoWaste Coalition were engaged
by Unido to assist in the implementa-
tion of project activities in the e-waste

st B N I -
project sites.

A treatment, storage and dispasal
(TSD) facility in Barangay Dampalit,
Malabon City was established through
the partnership. Women waste recy-
clers working in the TSD facility were
trained on the dismantling of e-waste
and are now equipped with safe and
praper e-waste recycling practices.

The project created job opportuni-

ties and has empowered the wamen
mangangalakal.

Globe provided funding support
to the facility by donating a vehicle
that will be used for collecting and
transporting e-waste generated from

e-waste collection events initiated
by the project. Globe also provided
e-waste collection hins distributed to

R Iy

the dirterent othce pulldings at the
DENR-EMB.

Women members of the Samahan
ng Manpangalakal repurted gaining
more confidence along with the for-
mal setup, better health and safery,
and more stable income. !

“We take pride in our involvement
in this project that not only empuow-
ers women, but also helps contribute
to proper e-waste management, Our
commitment to building a sustainable
future drives us to collaborate with
our partners in promoting environ-
mental stewardship and community
empowerment,” Globe Sustainability

H Thmugh the Globe- supparted
TSD facility in Malabon, women
waste workers learn how to
safely dismantle e-waste and
getaccess to job opportunities.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

and Social Responsibility head Apple
Evangelista said.

Visit https://www.globe.com.ph/
for more information. |
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El Nino threat,

. The Metropohtan Waterworks
" and Sewetage System (MWSS) has

: amld the threat posed by El Nifio. -
v‘cleofas said they have prepared
the possible impacts of El Nifio in

the capital region:

" “We prepare for E1 Nlﬁo wheth-.
erit is mild, moderate, ‘or strong.

No water shortage desplte

‘assured the public that there will be .
| ‘mowatershortage in Metro Manila .

*+ - - MWSS Administrator Leonor - - occurs since Maymlad lowered its :

“for the worst” in anticipation of - -plant in Putatan, Muntinlupa. She
-said ‘Maynilad.is currently pro— e
" “ducing 200 million liters per.day .’

’ “turbld’ water of Laguna Lake
b We ‘prepare for the worst,” Cleo- -

MWSS assures

Commlttee on Metro Manila De-
velopment-on the: -depleting water
supply in the reglon on Wednesday, »
.May 17.-

S Cleofas sa1d water mterruptlon

water production in its treatment

(MLD),’ from 300 MLD, due to the.

fas wsald at a hearing’ of the House

. The'Laguna Lake Neph-
’ elometnc Turbldrty ]Jmts

' ﬂ
't

v

i

Nifio threat

(NTU) T

t

" this further mcreased to 233 1n’the.-
first week of May. In. comparison;, .

‘ ‘ater shortage desprte

‘the optrmal range is between 40 t0' ‘

70 only..

Cleofas said the Natlonal Water.

,jlcnmeters per SEC-

riéla. nd . Distnct Rep ‘Eric
_ Martinez, gxpre

‘rv ‘st
“hold water nooa

9 opefuily in the next few

Resources Board (NWRB) has allotted' '

d’hope that the:
ioii the state-of the,
.pply in Met:ro Mamla will .

+ “That i isa’ bold statement td make,.'.
(33 o:-‘overcome this.
that bold state- ¢
; would really'

1{

‘SS assures 14
. KaliwaDam’s
: '» rcompletmn delayed
v Meanwhrle, the: MWSS .said the

New: CentemnalWater Source (NCWS)= '

Kaliwa Dam project is now expected to -

be’ completed by the end of December

2026. '
'Cleofas sald al tunnel—bormg ma-
inehas,started’ ’tunnelmg operatwns
in Teresa, Rizal, in a bid to finish the
,the’ adjusted schediilé, .
is about 22 kﬂometers and .

: makiklta po natin ang. (we will see the)

tunnel-boring machine i the raiddle of ¢
2026 " Cledfas said during the hearing
- The Kaliwa Dam prO)ect is a
63-meter-high resetrvojr that will .
‘hold an initial discharge, ¢apacity of
600 MLD of water intended to supply
customers in Metro-Manila as well as-

nearby areas that only depend on two

. “Ehé
) \co ﬂ

Tyt *Howevéit ‘Cleofas saJd the con— )

'gjnal.targeti'date for the .
ﬁthe pro]ect was set in
e part of 2026. - :

struction was, maxnly‘ delayed due
. to; ‘problems on: the issuance of the
l‘lecessary clearances for the. ,pro;ect ‘
" The projéct was put-on hold after '
it was faced: by. prot‘ests from the
indigenous peoples (IPs) in the area,
- particularly the: Dum:igat-Remonmdo ‘
communities in Rizal and Quezon
‘provinces. The IPs said the project i
encroaches o their ancestral land. :
. Cleofas said it took eight years
. before the MWSS received thie Certifi-
cate of Precondrtion from the National
Comrmssxon on Indlgenoﬁs Peeple,

of any mdlgeno

' (ICC) or IPs: (Nlcole Magxnanlae)

T ——
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_ the environment
dhony < g asCONTRARY:
time ANTON'O
the De-

part- :

ment of Environment and Natural
‘Resources (DENR) meets with the
- Masungi Georeserve Foundation Inc.

< Negotiating for

(MGHI) to iron out their differences in
relation to their 2017 memorandum
 of agreement (MoA),

> ContrerasA11

Negotiating foirl';

| the environment

Resorting to strong-arm tactics, such'4s the imilat.
eral cancellation of the MoA'is not the solution!
Indeed, while the DENR has the authiority to cancel
any privilege it grants to any juridicil person, this
15 never an absolute power. 1t i a power tha can’
only be exercised for cause and after the'contracted
party is accorded due process. The DENR may be-
the principal steward of the environmient and all its
natural resources, but the 1987 Constitution, like
any other constitution, has denied it the POwer to be
the final authority on legal matters. Tt is the Supreme
‘Court that is given the power to interpret the legality’
and constitutionality 6f actions and of agreements,

Besides, itis simply odd that the DENR wotld pe-'
nalize MGFI that, on record, has performed its part
of the contract well. It has protected the Masungi
Georeserve, and has rehabilitated and reforested
thousands of hectares of what used'to be deriuded
lands. It has been so successful in its environmental
protection work. It is recognized and awarded by
International environmental bodies, The infirmities
and flaws which DENR finds in the MoA should
be dealt with not by the threat of cancellation, b
through mature and fair negotiations, =" |

The DENR faults MG for operating without dear:

ance from the Indigenous peoples on the areas that are
covered by the MoA thatare also part of their ancestri]
domain. Thisisa failure that can beremedied, moreso
that DENR entered into the contractwillinglyin 2017,
and as a matter of fact should have ensured tha such
requirement was met before the late former environ-
ment secietary Gina Lopez signed the agreement,
There is na justice if the errors committed by DENR
through its top officials, who were also most likely
 acting in good faith and without malice, governed
" onlybythe earnest desire to protect the environmeny,
. should now be a burden for those whom they have
- ranted the duty 1o protect Masungi on the gogeq,
ment's behalf. Since it was the DENR which failed 1o
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(Green t)}rahhy:- Why
- energy transition

First

to fo-
cus at-

_ " MAKABENTA

has stalled
"\ OBSERVER

YEN

il X
tention

tolﬂa;)" on the subject of green tyranny
in the climate and energy debate,
which I believe is the chief reason
why the much-sought transition from
fossil fuels to green or renewable
energy appears to, have stalled, and
~consequently has left green activists
and climate alarmists frustrated.
2 >MakabentaA11 '

Green tyranny:Why energy transition has stalled

Twill reproduce two recen edditerials from -
the lssues and Insights (141) websiie Lwill
quote as well fram a by a notablz German
palicy analists apprecation of the book,
*Green Tyranny Fxposing the Totalitarian
Roots of the Climeate Industrial Complex”
by Rupert Darwall, a senior fellow of the
Heal Clear Policy foundation.

These articles have led me 10 conclude
that green tyranmy, the green agenda’s an-
slaught un freedom, is the key explanaticn
foor the misbegotten eneriy transith

Tuer think that the indusiny willseeahrough
entire folksts with no thought 1o the fuutre?
“That one day theyll say, “well, we've cut
v all the trees, what dowe do now?”
Probably not, Hut she wants' the
eonsumers af lier diatribes to believe it.
‘The tmth is s the paper incustry plants
rees 10 replace tie ones they harvest, In
facr, *forests in Mowth America grow sif:
nificantly more wood than s harvested,”
saps Twu Sides North America, Yes s a

In a May 16, 2023 aditoral, "Paper oz
plastic? ranatics sy weon't have either,” |s-
sussand [7sights ivetphs azainst the "oty
tysants” whe, having sureceded at han ning
single-use plastic in some states, are now
aeroing in oniisteplacernen — paperbags

“The Biden 2dministration and the
Demncratic regime that rules Califomiz and
ather stales are so busy banning things that
its hard 10 keep up with what's allowed,
what isn't and what won't be tomemow o
reet year. Much of the black list is made wp
ofhigh-profile 12rpets such as gascline-pow-
ered automaobies, dissel engines, pas stoves
and plastic straws. Bur the prohibitionists
otk i smmall ways, too, and itall dds up.

“Srolds and eco-emperarice harpies
rever fest, their eyes always on the look-
ut for 2nother modem convenivice to
outlaw, Having sucressully interdicied
single-use plastic haps in at least eight
ctates, hev're now aiming for their only
easonable replarements paperbags.”

“Paper ean't be a solution o plastic
waste,” s3y3 the headline of a wecent stery
posted on Canada’s CTV News site. New
Jersey enacted 2 paper bag ban last year the
first in the country, because, well, thats just
whiat Blue states and cities do now: stisly
the ceranged urges of petty tyrants,

The €IV story is as agenda-driven as any
MPR anticle in e LS, Various “experts,”
“researchers” and activiss saeech and nag
about “deforestation and forest degrada-
tion,” “increased pressure on the worlds
forests” (caused by the plasiic bap, bans.
they have demanded), and "2 really erivical
moment’ in which “we need 1o 1ake steps
10 keep forests suanding,” One insisted that
ronsumers have 1o “rethink and reorient

themsebves e a revsihle mind frame”

Cne activist quoted in the report
s an Australian nonprofit that
“works 1o protect the werld's forests
by helping” retilers Tensure their
packaging doesii't rely on paperand is
erwironmentally friendly.” According
1o her estimates, mare than 3 billion
trees, “many of which ae old growth
and endangered,” ave cut down “every
year to make paper-based products
Tikie bags, straws and food eomainers ”

Leaving aside (e definitons of “old-
gereith” and "endangened” which can vary
anel are entirely subjective, let's take 3 lock
an the logic, o lack thereafl in this st
ment. Does this artivist and the many like

profit tiet represeris companies that
“span the praphic communications ‘amd
paper-based packaging value chain ™

But what organization would have
hetter data on lopging and planting
than ore whose members are compa-
nies that ... log and plant?

Turthermaore, the trees usetd wo replace
the harvested wood grow fast.

*Iin Morth America, it't2kes less than twa
secends to grow the fiber needed for 2 stan-
dard # D envelope (on 100 amesof maraged
forests),” acconding 1o Two Sides.

The paper prohibitinnists also den't
want the public wo knew that

- Accouding 1o a rescarch paper in the
science journal “Narure,” plobal “tiee
eover Has grown by 224 millicn squar?
Kilometers — the size of Texas and
Alzska combined — in the last 35 years.”

= “The U§ has more trees new than it
did 100 years dgn "

- Tree planting has never heen 50
popularis it is today.

- There are more than 3 uillion twees
an Earth, net 400 hillian. That's "seven
times more than scientists previously
thought,” C53 reported in 2015,

‘loday's prohibitionists are a mix of
eco-zealots, autheritarians, degrawih
militants, Marxsts, Karens, cranks, prigs.
malcontents, virlue signalers and Gaia
worshipers. Tuey demand our obedience
and ke preat plessure in fordng us 10
cmform to their whims, [ ther wisted
“uiiads, it their world, and the restof s
are just a nuisence for living in in”

Despntlic green politicians

10 an eatlier editorial, the 181 ediwnrial

hoard castigated the “despatic” polite -

Gians who unleash “pelty lyrannics i
ordinary citizens through green laws
and regulations ("There's no despotasa
gieen politician,” July 12, 021

- iaperts of unpest aver environmental
policies from the Metherlands and Sd
1 ank are much more thin novelty navs,
What 15 happening in hath spols 152
lessen that has to be learned gquickiy. 17
not, there's deep trouble ahead

Dutch farmess, whose history of cop
yielde putsthem amengthe most produtive
in the world, continug 10 pretest niles that
Jiwin theiruse of mtrogzn, a nulent in mom-
metclal fortilzers that converts 1o nitows
ouaide, which is/feared a5 a gresmbiouse gas

Ofdalsexpected them to nutuse 50 percent
nauoaally, which means in some regions,
e reductivns will be ashighas 05 percent,
“The erippled farmers theirsurvival under
attack are as they should Le revolting
“imagine if you're a [ifth-generation
farre, living on your [and, making a .“v;
ing, being part of the Io«-:nl commumity
and suddenly l'lhzn:'is “basica!ly no future
o funture for frming but also nio luture
for the economic, social, culturl fabric of
the countryside.” Wtse Sonner ! of the
Hetheriands Agriculnre and Hertiolure
Orpaiization teld the Austiulian media,
 *here’s 2 broad sense of frustta-
tian, of anger even despair amang
Farmets al the moment
ut political officials don't care abowt
the effects of their iyzanny They're 1o
dedicated to demonsirating before the
would their great green cred
Don't think that it can't happen here
Carnda, which exparts tae of billious of
dollars of agricultimal procucts to the 118
every year and s, unforumately, *led” by
Prime Ministes [ustinTmdeai, plans o forer
nitiogen cis thia: will “decimare Canadian
fapming,” And also don's think such amily
ranciil idea won't ezsily make it zoves the
bender o Washimglon aod blue staie capitals
fching o pulmorerestidious onestensibly
free peaple i camy v (e eoo-madimess.
heanwhile, 7 year afier announcing the
conntry wonld become the world's first 100
percenenpantc nation, S Lanka s 2 “nation
wrekad by green agrimliral polices.” Its
aprilure sector s in sl fins that the

country isberping fussiaand India forfuel,

the economy has collapsad, and thepe's not
enough moneytoluy food. The Sri Lankan

presicent, whese palace was starmed.

will leave office Wednesday, and the ¢it-
going prime minister as well as dozens
of iher peliticians have nowhere to live
hecause hungry and desperate protesters
Thave burned down their heuses.
Tinagine this country had Demooatic
Rep. Alexandria Ocasin-Conted's Green
toew Deal become law. s fanatical emis-
sions cuts would have ravsed enorpy cosis
tosoar chaked ceannmic grovth [itwonld
bewors than itis nowe), and eost from 451
trillion-to $93 trillion over its first decade
The Green New Deal was in fct inftially
conceived netas anenvironmental projec
lion policy but tather as 2 “how-doyou
thuange-the-entire eoconomy thing "
So far, we've avpided Oezsio-Corer's
reipn of terror. But in Califoraia, the

rysannies, cenierced

and plastics, continue 1o accamulate —
and spread. California residents don't
cven liave the freedem o thiow away
their food seraps as ey see fit

OF comse, pelty tyrannics can quickly
and easily grow into wialiananism, The
step from “public servant” to green tyranitis
shoner than most of us would think.”

Anti-capitalist authoritarians

Fimally, the sirategy comsultant and puhlic
policyanalyst Rupent Danwall,an economis
and historian who has written several boaks
an dimate change. has made a provocative
thiests that it's not the ervironment that the
“authoritanian” greens care about 0 much
as the destruction of capitalism frself
wWriting about Diarwall’s “Green Tyranny:
Expasing the Toraliarzn Roots of the Cl-
mate Industriz] Comp!ex | EncounterBooks
2017), WelfpangMuller,"executivé diraciar
o the Institute for Froe Fnterprise (IUF),
a piivately funded German free-matket
think fank, says the book is “a must-read
for everyane wha cherishes feadom and
whowanisto knowhew envronmentalism
could beceme so pewerful that, in some
countries, it seems like 2 new state religion.”
Muller is the genera] secrerary of the Euro-
peanInstinute for Climate and Energy anen-
wiinentalist “septic” grovp i Gemmany This
iswitat he wiuteof Darwall sbookin hisblog
*Rupert Darwall’s book abuut 'If_‘\r
totalitaian wots of the dimate iqdus‘-nz!
comples” is far more than a handbook fer
“dhieplics.* "Creen Tyranny” is 3 must-read
forevay pessorwho cherishes freedpmand
whewantsta kriow how envitonMentLisi
eculd berome =0 powerful that, in some
countriss, it seems like a new stele meligior.
Drarwall presents 2 wealth of details 10

elain how s powerful GrzenfLefinetwork

managzd to ocoupy ey palitioal positians
in Gufopeand the US;and 1o establish {or

.+ gain control of) istitutions that pive thein

unquéstioned aitthority over the subject.
Learning abeut this development, @1
is particularly frusirating o read how
these instiimions were ofien created
by financing from very wealthy donors,

"He also explains how the anslaught on
freedom happens openly (ifunnoticed by

the media and gereral prbiic] by highlight.

ing perisis of global proponions — sich
a5 nian-made cimate change — which
rexuines solutions that “nomal demoera.
cies” aren't able to previde They miust be
senled by 2 council of expests, which ans
eutside e demucratic process.

Drarwall also sxaminesindividual policies

' desigried 1o strve O dimate change 1r: the

case of Gemany with I8 “Energiewends®
the effort to derrtranize the economy, he
proves that even after billions of dallars i,
grweminent spending and ever-iising elac

1riciy costs forconsmmers, Geamany's 00)
emissions renzin basically thesame Mean.
while, the grids stzbility has confimcey
deteriorated. Despile its obvisus absence of
suceess, Gomrany relies more hewily upen
wind farms 2rd photovelaie solar peser
gstems Dranwall concludes ! hat mumercus
Jsaanes pushe by the Greens wene merely.
puhlicity stunts, resulting HI_J-“?l‘r‘ in higler
oot less rowih and diminished freedom.

venchserverd g
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| practice.dieiligence.aridicopplete staff work, then
lvit»is.rn ‘:ﬁhat itShould mable a gOOd &ith l'EIned)h
1o the probifem. That is the least it can doy instead of:
- throwirig unider the bus its decéased former secretary.
-~ The alleged constitutional: infirmityof the MoA;
partiailarly on the perpetual natureof theagreement, -
that ideally,can be resolved by.both patties
&0 ofitheMeA impliesithat the perpetual . -
“fiatiife-of e agreement is-armere! intent, and nat;
“ait tirizsdiilable privilege.amore so that thigre cari be

" Bufd it ThE text conditiois forts termination upon
firial ju

.

dghient of the court Morejmportantly; joindy.
_prudence, and could-evei pave; the way;for.a morai

 anefit; B
i - be noted-that the Gongtitution Has). -
nitations)on-accessighits amounfing:to

25 yeaistenewablesfor another 25 years, butiit only:{
| Itssilence ofvenvirsnmental protection activities proe
' videsan opehingffora more innovative accegéright to !
| partiessolelyinterestedirr environmentalprogection, -
- Thiscanfurther provideanopenirigtowestablish;
' a néw. envitonmental governance and: mariage- |

" of inaking protectiofi 4s.derivativeforily from:ex-. -
' tradtive ctivities:Mining agreements-ard granted; |
: with:the:gondition thitrédpientsof access vightss;
would rehabilitate mined-outsites, Grganized.
' ‘conmmiinities aré grantedrights to engagé inagtor,
forestry, with therconditign thatthey wouldprotect
- the landscaje. We:doiot have acoess instmrhents~
hapallow a:private‘individusl of juridical persor
 toibe solely engaged in priatectioniactivities: «; - ;-
. JThé onlyfreasonablerway:to;miagve foiward s to
. reviBittheMbA, andcotrect itsitlﬁrnhhes,'slnmthe
~DENRsutlte one that finds pesblemsrvith it, it
cbut rafidnaland fair forit to provideM@Rlguidaineen |
lon'the parameters that should be embodied ithe..
~revised:MoA. Questions on-profit sharing mustbe |«
 addressed; but in the context ofithe fact, whidhiis:;
‘barely knon tomany; thatthe isicomesgenérating -
~geotourism.activity.of MGFl octursq ot 10 whidh'.
‘was ‘originally covered by:a differént agreement..
(There is reason totreat thib.¢ndeavorias a separate
" subjeut, and for which a special agreemeiyinipro-.
- itected areasican be employed. Howeves; ;thé larger”.
. iareacoverediby theMoA which isunderpiotection: |
. pieedds 1o be covered by a différent agteement. .

innovativeway of granting privileges to private parties:
who arenigre concemed with protegtingthe enyiron-,
ad of engagingfiniextiative actiyities, ! - v '

it ptiticiple that:has long.been absentin the,
“PhilippifesWhatiprevailsrightnow isthepractice) -

- Asolution to-the problen. can only. beireached:s
. bycdialogué ‘and partnership among stakehilders, .
whichiis preciseljf what is providedfobin Section 2 of
- Republic Act (RA)11088; whichlariiends Sectiom2rof .
‘RA7586; the law. whidh establishet the-National In.:1
+tegrated Protected Areas Syitem inthie cotmtryDENR
"i8; in fact, tasked to beithe medjator of all- conflicts in-
«. relation to'the environmentand natural resources: ., -
‘caritiot allowjtself to become's party.to the conflity,
..whidsiwhat s happenirig nowint ‘the Masangi Géo-'i
' rederve;where it appears thatithas taken-an advetsarial.
/tance-toward M@GFI;. with it even refu singstosgrant |
wéanravdienceto thé'ma'naged;enﬁofﬂ;efquﬁdgﬁom_z:; :
'/ . The options to: be innovativeiand creativerin:.
«:protectitig ‘our environment are limitess,:if-only
~>thobewho‘an€‘ta3k§d=tomanagethem arenotstuck-!
r-ini their-inherent biasésand 6. not.sucsumb.to.
+ spolitical and profit:sedking pressures ;e 'DENR .
+ andsthelocal govenmients concemed; miust dllow::
- forriegotiations to usherinithese jossibilities. They
' do mot:haverto wait forsamefconeéitiéd groups to -
“unto the court and file a petition for the ptivileges”.
| -of the:writof kaltkasanito compeélithem. . s v,

ek e
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Tales of songs of unity for the environment:
Masungi Georeserve and Kaliwa Dam :

HE Masungi Georeserve is

a Philippine conservation
area situated in the southern Si-
erra Madre range in Baras, Rizal.
It is a 46,310-hectare land of the
pljblic domain and embraced
are parts of Bulacan, Laguna and
Quezon. As a conservation area,
it is closed to mining, explora-
tion, development and other

_activities that might upset its
habitat and ecological balance.
Be that as it may, mention
_should be.made of the fact that
when the Department of Envi-

__ronment and Natural Resources

by virtue Of‘the National Inte-
rated Protected Areas System

. Act of 1992 (Republic Aet [RAJ -

7586 or Nipas) designated the
area as a strict nature reserve and
wildlife sanctuary, the Masungi
Georeserve and its surrounding
areas were already deforested and
plagued with land grabbing, illegal
logging and threats of large-scale
quarrying despite prohibition,
Among thesubsequent develop-
ment restoration projects affected
was the planned conversion of
the georeserve into a conservation
park. Apart from the geo-park tour-
ist attractions that'gained much
interest for a while were giant
hammaocks, eco-trails, man-made

steel platforms to view limestones’

engraved into the mountains of Si-
erfa Madre. Globally, the Masungi

AMBASSADORS'
CORNER

AMADO S,
TOLENTINO JR.

Georeserve became recognized
for its thriving flora and fauna
coupled with conservation refor-
estation and promation of biodi-
versity activities as envisioned by
the late Gina Lopez when she was
environment secretary.

Despite its efforts, however,
Masungi Georeserve became the
subject of harassment that en-
dangered not only the peace of
the protected area but also the
lives of innocent park rangers
and stakeholders. Worse is the

. continuing illegal quarrying,

squatting and fencing activities
that have resulted in irreversible
damage to the soil and plants
aside from'driving animals out’
of the area. By extracting rocks
and minerals from the earth’'s’
surface, quarrying increases
the risk of flooding, landslides,
water loss and biodiversity loss,
There is an abundance of legal
processes and procedures apphi-
cable to the Masungi Georeserve
conservation, Among ‘those are
the Rules of Pracedure on Environ-
mental Cases; the Contintiing Writ
of Mandamus; and the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment System.

To date, the Masungi Geo-
reserve remains a protected
area under the Nipas Act. But
for many; the question persists
— "Is the Masungi Georeserve
really a place to preserve bio-
diversity or is it merely a place
reserved for exploitation?”

Kaliwa Dam

The water crisis of 2016 brought
forth another source to supple-
ment the water needs of Metro
Manila — Kaliwa Dam,

As manifested years ago by the
Metropolitan Water Sewerage
System (MWSS), the Kaliwa Dam
project begins with a 60-meter
concrete dam at' Kaliwa which

!straddles the boundaries in the

uplands of Quezon and Rizal
provinces in'the east of Manila as
well as a 25-kilometer conveyance
tunnel and two treatment plants.
Unknown to many is the fact
that as early as 1968, Presidential
Proclamation 573 had already
declared the Kaliwa Watershed
Forest Reserve where the dam
is to be constructed as a forest
reserve. Moreover, Proclamation
1636 (1977) entitled “Declaring
as a National Park, Wildlife Sanc-
tuary and Game Preserve a Cer-
tain Parcel of Land of the Public
Domain Embraced and Situated
in the Province of Bulacan, Rizal,
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Laguna and Quezon, Island of.-
Luzon,” declared a portion of
the watershed as a National
Park and Wildlife Sanctuary. ...
In 1992, by virtue of RA 7586, o, -
Nipas Act, the area where the dam.
was to be constructed had become.
a “protected area.” (Briefly, the
Kaliwa Dam project, as thoughy
of, will submerge a huge portion
of the Kaliwa watershed.) i
Public discussions at the time
zeroed in on the fact that a5,
a National Park and Wildlife
Sanctuaty, the forests and coast.
lines described in Proclamation.
1636 (1977) are key habitats of
species of amphibians, birds,

~fish; mammals and reptiles. Add.

more the fact that the Kaliwg
watershed vegetation provides.
hectares of residual forests with:
recorded plant/floral specieg.
The concern for the relocatigy,
of Indigenous communitjeg, .
identified as Dumagats anq Re. .
montados under the Indj Enous;-
Peoples’ Rights Act (IPRA, or RA-
8371 (1997) was taken note o
(NB: The P12.2-billion Ney'
Centennial Water Source Kaliw;.,T
Project will be completed by m;q -
2026 and will be able to Supply:
water to Metro Manila househo) g
and nearby areas by early 2027,
according to the MWSS. The loap,
projects funded by China through
official development assistanice. )
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THE GREEN TEA

EILLIE DUMALIANG

n May 22, the world cel-—

ebrates the International

Day of Biological Diver

sity, which aims to shed
light on issues surrounding the

vast array of plant and animal life

onearth.

Biodiversity and its crosystems
are the comnerstone of all life, from
which vur fadd, medicine, energy,
and water, ameng others, are de-
rived. This vear's theme is “From
Agreement to Action: Building Back
Biodiversity."

This theme urderscores Lhe
recent approval of the Global Bio-
diversity Frameworck (GHF) and the
urgency foreatlicountry -signatory
toimplement the strategies therein.
The Philippines is one of the signa-
taties to the GEF — an agreement
between goverminents 1o halt and
reverse bindiversity loss,

Thus, I find it perplexing that
partsof the Philippine government
have been too keen to scrap e
award-winning Masungi Ceopark
Froject, which is leading the way
in'the restoration of degraded
walersheds and habitats in the

Who benefits if Masungi falls?

P

Filipinns to

Thilippines. This goss against our in-
temational conmmitinents in the GBF
to “ensure.that by 2030 at least 30
percent of depraded terresteial, inland
water, and marine and coastal ecosys -
tems are under effective restoration.”

The Masungi Geopark Project
(MGP) has recovered more than 2,000
hectages of degraded watershed areas
in the Upper Marikina Kiver Basin
Protected Landseape, a watershed
rhat is crucial to reducing feod and
landslide risk to milliens of Filipinos
downstream. We can describe the sup-

¥

wi support 1o MasLnai throuah th passage af House ResulLtion 516 an May
i of 3

sustainahla

pment Goals (SDG) Cammiltes.

asavehzsungi.
posedly protected area as “under life
suppert” with only 11 ta 20 percent
forest left. Masungi's contribution to
the refarestation and protection of this
areaisindispensable, foilingabout five
majer forest invasions in the last five
years through vipilance, storytelling,
and coalition-building.

Retaliatory artacks against Ma-
sungi escalated in September 2022,
tight after three large-scale quarrying
agrzements found in the projoct site
in Le province of tizal were canceled
by the Departient of Enviranmenit

-l

fown

Ambzssadors and mambers of the diglomatic carps with the media call

‘and Natural Resources [DENR) in re-
sponse ta widespread public damor.
These attacks include organized dis-
informarion, adverse inquiries by
lucal corigressmen, strategic lawsuits
against publie participation (SLAPP),
and fishing for technicalities in the
MG contract. 7

Despite Lhis, compassionate law-
makers showed support 1o Masungi
through the passage of House Resolu-
tion 515 on May 15, 2023 in the House
of Representatives' Sustainable Devel
‘opment Gezals (SDG) Committee, The

Pt

. the DENR Secretary Ma. Antonia

committee, chaized by Rep, Bro.
Eddie Villanueva, congratulated
Masungi for receiving the United
Nations Sustainable Development
Goals Action Award in 2022,

Masungi alse held a diplomat(c
reception last May 5, briefing and
engaging ambassaders and dipla-
mats fram maore than six countries
about ts current situation.

I can only assure you that the
Masungi Georeserve Foundation'
and its partners stand firmin its &
commitment. to protect the Mas -
sungi landscape and secure the
sanctary’s long-rerm fumre.
~ Speaking not as a trustee of -
the foundation but as an ordinary
Filipino eitizen, [ truly hope that.

Yulo-Loyzaga does riot give in to
political pressures, but fights forthe
environmentandits changemalicrs.
Forwho will benefit from the scrap-
ping af the MGF but the syndicares . |
preying on our defenseless forests?

B

Theauthor is advocacy officerand .
trustee of the Masungi Georeserve
Foundation, which she to-founded .
with sister Ann. Masungi Georaserve -

“ 15 a conservation cnd geatourism

project awarded with the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goals  «
Action Award in 2022, and the Global
Water Changemakers Award in 2021,
among vthers. e

on the eoneerned eltizens fo nSaveMasungi.
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Isabela youth commits to b‘i‘oconservatlon

THE Divilacan Stude’nt Advo—
cates for Forest and Environ-

mental Resilience (D-Safer) in'

the town of Divilacanin Isabela
prq,vmce have committed to
Consewmg marine and forest
B;lodwemm covered by the
Northern Sierra Madre N agurai
P;qu NSMNP) in said town, -
-D éafe,r Preé?dent l?%qnﬂqy
Sggello saLd' their vision for a
more emlnglcally sound and
healthy community is in part-
nership wnh‘ the locé! govern-
ment uriit (LCU) of Divilacan
and the Departmentof Envi.
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) in Reglon 2 (Caga}an
Va]ley) |
“Our one-year-old youih or-
gamzatmn has crafted an action
plan prlonuzmg marine bio-
dwers:ly conservation, native
tree growing and waste manage-
ment activities,” Sogelio said.
- Municipal ENR officer Ar-
turo Umengan said they need

to sharpen|the minds of these
youngstudents in environmen-
tal leadership as the legacy of
protecting the northern Sierra
Madre will be passed on to
them.

Inarecently held youth con-
gress anchored on the theme
“Engaging the Youth in En-
vironmental Protection and
Conservation,” the participants
conducted a coastal cleanup
and sea turtle momtormg in
celebration of the 'month of
the ocean, ‘

Among the resource speakers
were representatives from the
DENR, LGU, Isabela Provincial
Youth Development Office and
Isabela: Coastal Develgpment
Ofﬁce

save 'tha-séa-turtie :

Sogello said among 1he|r pri-
ority advocacies is the ¢gpser-
vation of marine turtleg that

ﬂ&w i1

A
R i

i Envisioning a mare ecologically sound and h“’“‘Y community, members of D-afer have committed to conserve
their towncovered by the Northern Sierra Madre Natural Park. €CONTRiguTED PHOTO

uv “ ‘*

E"-

maintain the productivity of
coral reef ecosystems to ensure
an increased population of fish
for the local’s food consump-
tion and livelihood.

They will also conduct infor-
mation drives in 12 villages of
Divilacan to campaign for sea
turtles conservation.

“We would like to inform
our fishermen to immediately

release bycatch turtles and not

disturb [them] when they come
to shore to lay eggs,” Sogelio
said, adding that D-Safer ‘will
also conduct regular cleanup
drives along coastlines and
within the waterways in their
community. -

- The cleaning up of waterways
and their surroundings will
mitigate the effect of flooding
during heavy rains in the town

' proper.

. The newly formed organiza-
tion said it will promote the
ecotourism 8pots of Divilacan,

and improve and develop new
sites including the Lanai Marine
Turtle Nesting Sancluary in Ba-
rangay Bicobian in partnership
with the LGU.

Ezikiel Chavez of Divilacan’s
Municipal Disaster Risk Reduc-.
tion and Management Office
lauded the youth leaders for
their enthusiasm and commit-
ment to safeguard the environ-
ment and sustain a cleaner and
healthier Divilacan. 151

Chavez said D-Safer mem.
bers, which comprised the
students of Divilacan National
High School, were also taught
about dlsaster preparedness,
mitigation and Tesilience; sus:
tainable ecotourism; ecologi-
cal solid waste management
through the launching of Pinas:
Basura Buster; the importance
of forest and marine ecosystems
‘of NSMNP; and environmenta]
leadership, =

LEANDER C. BOMiNGO

marine and forest biadiversity Within
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CHIT U. JUAN
-

‘Time to go out
and plant a tre

Ireﬁ\e_mber being gifted with

a mahogany seedling many
years ago, many years before
[ found out mahogany is not the
preferred species for sustainable
" forests and biodiversity. I planted
it in a small lot I have since sold,
so it must be giving some shade
to the new lot owners, even if it
is not a preferred species of animals and insects. Now
we know. But still, we see many mahogany forests as
peo[')le are not aware of the other endemic or native
trees we must be planting. ;
One only needs to look in Facebook to find groups
who share this common interest: preservation of
" hative trees and indigenous varieties. I found such a
seedling supplier through lawyer Ipat Luna, whoisa
"~ conservationist herself. Her name is Lee of Kaleekasan
Nursery and she sold me native species like batino,
yakal, dao and even one named like our barangay,
banaybanay. It may take 20 or so years to se¢ them
give shade, but for now, it makes one feel good to
know what is native and what is not. i,
If plans push through, we may be planting coffee
trees alongside shade trees under a project with

a major telecom company. We are to compute the -

carbon capture or how much each coffee and shade
tree can sequester over time. What gets measured
gets done. _ g ' .
Rather than complain about how some pfzople still
push for mahogany, we have decided to just plant

native species with coffee and then let the mahogany

planters fisure out they were mistaken at a later time.
Efe;,nit wiﬁg;ive you rf};oney, but it is not sustainable
at ail, 3 :
Coffee trees are also planted in appropriate
elevations — Arabica at higher elevations and Roi)usta,
Liberica (Barako) and-Excelsa at relatively UbWEr
elevations like Upland Cavite, Lipa and just al oult
anywhere you can find’ 300 meters above Usga e:re :
Now, there are hybrids that can grow on 100 ll'n; ﬁ?.'s
above sea level (masl) but the taste profilc Wil difzee
from those grown at higher places.

S50 when we see€
abandoned seedlings  We always time
by the roadside, we feel s'eedlingﬂ to be
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pad that these seedlings
ghould have been given
away to farmers who
would really plant them,
__d not just farmers t0
sign off that they were
received as free support
from an agency or NGO.
1t takes not only money
put time to get these
geedlings to “ready to
Plant” stage-

We always time them
to be ready by the rainy

ready for planting

by the rainy season,

so Nature can
freely water them

to make them grow
properly. After all,
we want rain-fed
agriculture for
many, as water is

hard to come by

otherwise.

season, so Nature can ==

freely water them to make them grow properly. After
all, we want rain-fed agriculture for many, as water
is hard to come by otherwise.

But what about forests? Can we plant coffee
trees in forests? We surely can, as some youth are
doing in Barlig, Mountain Province to preserve
their ancestral lands. This group, the Barlig
Indigenous Reforestation group, has been lovingly
and painstakingly planting one coffee seedling at
a time in Liyas, almost two hours by foot from the
main hig_hway. They computed that in three to foyy
years, they may be harvesting their own coffee
Meantime, they have to do odd jobs while the :
wait for their coffee to grow. These projects myst
be supported, especially by coffee-loving people
rather than support the planting of rnahogany and -

. other invasive species.

I remember visiting Kalinga many years
and the coffee trees were Zg feet hiyglj: beia?l%o
traditional beliefs kept them from prunin theii
trees, or the gods may get angry. We, the Philippine
Coffee Board (www.philcoffeeboard.com) directorg
told them otherwise. Prune your trees, rejuvenaté
the old ones, we told them. We brought Benguet
State University’s Arabica expert Prof. Val Macanes
to show them how to do rejuvenation of treeg

‘Hopefully these trees have been more productivg;
after our visit. : ;

In Isabela City, Basilan we saw coffee trees so ta]],

. almost like rubber trees which they have planned tq

now replace with coffee. ot
If plans push through, Cong, Mujiv Hataman ang

- his lovely better half, Mayor Sitti Djalia Turabin, wi}]

undertake a coffee rehabilitation project in Isabg]
and other parts of Basilan. We saw beautiful Liberiga
trees and the Menzi cooperative has already prepamg
Barako and Excelsa seedlings for this coming plantiy,
season. : =
There are coffee seedlings available in differe

parts of the country - Arabica for the highl
and Robusta, Liberica or Barako for thg l(?:,{is

* elevations. All one has to do is approach 0

for an estimate of how many seedlings cap b

planted in one hectare and what cash Crops can be
intercropped with coffee, : . 12

In Cavite, we choose bananas and pa

these give the farmers ready cash eveﬁ%e?géat}?s
coffee starts to bear fruit. In Benguet, they chgq 5
pine trees or Alnos, although our Barlig indigen, 5
people find more native species in their ancestr-us
lands. al

It's the time and season for planting, sodo it today!
* C By L g
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THE, ClJmate Chauge Commmsmn (CCC)
is lobbying for climate justice and devel-
oped countries’ accountability to mitigate
the severe impacts of climate change.

- During the recent Climate Vulner

| able Forum (CVF) Regional Consulta-

tion for Asia, Robert Borje, CCC vice

chairperson and executive director urged |
wealthier nations to make appropnatlons k
- lamenting that developing countries that

are least responsible for climate change
will suffer the most.

Stressing the need to help developmg
nations adapt to extreme weather distur-

global climate action. v
“Allow me to reiterate the importance
of working on the prmclpl of climate

Jjustice — for those who are least respon-

sible for climate change, those with the
least resources, and those who are most
vulnerable and at risk, the world has to do
more,” Borje said on Fnday :

“Conversely — for those most respon-
sible for climate change,- with the most
resources, they need to do more. For us,
this is climate justice.”

Borje said climate aCtIUIl shnuld be

anchored on the prmcnples of “‘common

but diffcrentiated responsibilities and re-
spective capabilities, and climate justice.”
He also emphasized the need to puta

‘Premium on Global Stocktake, a mecha-

nism assessing global
crisis; accelerated ad:
and damage fru

global temperature Impachad
1.3C (2.3F) of warming.

’“Pfation action; loss
1 climate change, target

Celsius; imd chmatc ﬁnaucmg

On Wednesday, a World Meteorologi-
cal Organization (WMO) said that for the
first time ever, global temperatures are
likely to breach 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
degrees Fahrenheit) of warming within.
the next five years,

The WMO also said there is a 98
percent chance that within the next five
years, the world will experience: the hot-
test on record, surpassing 2016 when
‘about

“It s only through global collec-

tive action ;haf,‘m can transform qur

adevelépmg. cour rabilities,
! $s existing
losses- and damages in rto achieve

climateremhence” Borje said. |1
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Worse than ‘mercury retrograde’

e've been hearing a lot of

warnings from friends

who are into horoscopes

| to be careful during
'mercury retrograde." It turns out,
a more urgent problem is out there,
oppressing us daily: Mercury rising,.
Yes, we've been experiencing (and

enduring!) extraordinarily-high -

temperatures and heat indices in the
past few weeks and months. °

This is not the same high tem-
peratures of decades past, and so our
parents and grandparents cannot tell
.us to endure it just like how they did
it. As climate scientists and weather
forecasters would tell us, what’s
happening is different.

For instance, the heat has been
unbearable that many school chil-
dren have reportedly passed out, and
some schools have moved classes
outdoors or back to hybrid made.

Sadly, there’s no relief in sight
about these rising temperatures in
the Philippines and the rest of the
world. .

This week, the World Meteoro-
logical Organization (WMO) said
“global temperatures are likely to
surge to record levels in the next
five years, fueled by heat-trapping
greenhouse gases and a naturally
occurring El Nifio event.”

The world would most likely
reach the warmest record tempera-
ture in the near future,

“There is a 66 percent likelihood
that the annual average near-surface
global temperature between 2023
and 2027 will be more than 1.5°C

above pre-industrial levels for at

least one vear. There is a 98 percent
likelihood that at least one of the
next five years, and the five-year
- period as a whole, will be the warm-
est on record,” said the WMO,

1 Would we be able to go back to the
temperatures of times past?

Dr. Leon Hermanson, a WMO ex-
pert scientist, has this to say: “Glob-
al mean temperatures are predicted
to continue increasing, moving us
away further and further away from
the climate we are used to.”

A WMO report said that “the

annual mean global near-surface
temperature for each year between
2023 and 2027 is predicted to be be-
tween 1.1°C and 1.8°C higher than the
1850-1900 average. This is used as
a baseline because it was before the
emission of greenhouse gases from
human and industrial activities.?
The proposals te move back the
school apening to June should thus.
be seriously considered. School
buildings, offices and houses may

We have to press
officials, policy-
makers, political
parties and business
leaders to finally take
up climate change as
a major existential
threat to our lives.

need to be retrofitted or redesigned
to be more ventilated and cooler, as
we face rising temperatures. How
this could be done with minimal or
even without traditional air condi-
tioning could be addressed by our
experts in engineering and archi-
tecture.

But considering the real problem
is a global one, the high and op-
pressive heat indices should compel
us as a country to demand and join
global actions.

As the WMO stresses, this is a -

problem that goes beyond individual,
or even community efforts: “In ad-
dition to increasing global tempera-
tures, human-induced greenhouse

‘gases are leading to more ocean

heating and acidification, sea ice and
glacier melt, sea level rise and more
extreme weather.”

By extreme weather, it has meant
for us super typhoons of up to
Category 5, and extraordinarily-
strong monsoon rains that we have

never before
experienced.
Such extreme
weather events
hit the poor- HOISPUT
est and. most TONYO CRUZ
economically- s
disadvantaged sectors the hardest
and have become a constant threat
to micro, small and medium-scale
enterprises. '

Reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions required national and global
efforts directed at modern, multi-
national and transnational corpo-
rations, and the conspicuous con-
sumption they promote and profit
from.

Even novel ideas such-as cryp-
tocurrency has energy consumption
and consequently possibly fossi]
fuel-related problems. It has been
reported that Bitcoin alone is es-
timated to consume 127 terawatt-
hours a year — more than many
countries, including Norway.

The Philippines signed the Paris
Agreement in 2016 and ratified it in
2021. How exactly the Philippines
intends to contribute to attaining
long-term goal, we're not aware of,
as of the moment. But the goal is
there: “Reduce global greenhouse
gas emissions to limit the global
temperature increase in this century
'to 2 °C while pursuing efforts to limit
the increase even further to 1.5 °C, to
avoid or reduce adverse impacts and
related losses and damages.”

This means a lot of campaigning,
lobbying, asserting, and doing wou]d
be needed. It is not as if corporationg
would just cooperate and let climate
change mitigation affect their bot.
tom lines.

In the meantime, drink youy

- water, give water to others, stay

under the shade, read up on climate
change, and together with family ang
friends join movements. We have tq
press officials, policy-makers, po-
litical parties and business leaderg
to finally take up climate change as 5
major existential threat to our lives,

With mercury rising, so shoulq
our movements rise.
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Apex Mining Embraces Sustainabi ||ty
by Nurturing Adopted Mangrove

To mark Earth Day in April 2023, Apex Mining
and its community partners/stakeholders
planted 300 Bakauan propagules at its adopted
mangrove in Bongabong (Pantukan, Davac de
Oro). The clean-up activity that followed yielded
20 sacks of residual waste. According to the
United Nation’s website, mangrove preservation
alone can contribute to the achievement of eight
Sustainable Development Goals: no poverty, zero
hunger, clean water and sanitation, decent work
and econamic growth, responsible consumption
and production, climate action, life below
water and life on land. Apex Mining’s mangrove
preservation also supports the initiative of
the Philippine Mine Safety and Environment
Association (PMSEA) of caring for green spaces.
In Baguio, Apex Mining, through its subsidiary,
Itogon-Suyoc Resources, Inc. (ISRI) has adopted
the PMSEA Botanical Garden located inside the
Baguio Botanical Garden.






