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Satellite ima e
leadto ini 9
bust in Misami

At least 16, including 5 Chinese, nabbed in gov't raid
along Iponan River in Opol town

By the Inquirer Staff
@Team_Inquirer

CAGA YAN DE ORO CITY-
Satellite imagery played a crucial
role in busting an illegal mining
operation that destroyed more
than 7 hectares of forests in Mis-
amis Oriental province.

, A composite team of per-
sonnel from the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR),National Bureau
of Investigation (NBI)and the Ar-
my's ath Infantry Division raided
a mining site along the Iponan
River in Opol town on May 13.

, The operation ledto the ar-
rest of at least 16 people, five of
them Chinese, and the seizure
of equipment used in gold ex-
traction activities that employed
the sluicing method which is
highly destructive to the land and
brings heavy siltation to the river.

The mine site is located in
the boundaries of Cauyunan
and Nangcaon villages in Opol
but it can be easily accessed
through Barangay Pigsag-an in
Cagayan de Oro City.

Lawyer Ban Mikhael Pacuri-
bot, legal chief of'DENR region-
al office in Northern Mindanao,
identified the arrested foreigners
as Mingshi Meng, Shen Chuan-
gao, Pan [iquan, Lou Jian Hui and
Yuan Yin Lin.

Also nabbed were locals
Ariel Gasal, Rengie Baricuatro,
Randy Salcedo, Ranold Pader-'
an, Elmer Dagsaan, Manuel Ba-
hiani, Orlando Duwang, Rachel

Saavedra, Ricky Castillo, Chris-
topher Dagsaan and RJ Besonia.

The suspects, who were tak-
en to the NBI detention facility
in Cagayan de Oro, are facing
charges for violation of several
environmental laws, including
Republic Act No. 7942 or the
Philippine Mining Act, RA 9275
or the Philippine Clean Water
Act and Presidential Decree
No. 705 or the Forestry Reform
Code of the Philippines.

Authorities also seized six
excavators, a fuel tanker, a boom

. truck, a mini dump truck, indus-
trial water pumps and other min-
ing equipment and materials.

On May 10, the City Local
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Office wrote agencies
comprising the Task Force
Kinaiyahan here, among them
the DENR, to report about ille-
gal logging and mining activi-
ties along the Iponan River.

Using tech
According to the DENR,its re-

gional office first received reports
of the illegal,mining activities of
the still unidentified company.

"The reports were then con-
firmed through DENR's satellite
imagery at the DENR Central
Office," the agency said, adding
that the satellite image allowed
them to monitor and observe

. the mining sites, and eventually
confirm and track the activities
of the suspects.

It said the satellite images
"showed massive excavations and

forest destruction" in Iponan River.
"Under [Environment Sec-

retary Maria Antonia] Loyzaga,
whose major thrust on environ-
mental protection and natural
resource conservation includes
the creation ofa national env -
ronment and natural resources
geospatial database, the DENl{
has been using current and
emerging space science and
technology applications across
the country," the agency said.

"Early this year, the DENR
partnered with the Philippine
Space Agency to develop and
generate maps, systems and tools
that could monitor forest areas
using satellite remote sensing, ar-
tificial intelligence and geograph-
ic information system," it added.

In light of the raid, Loyza-
ga called for greater vigilance
against illegal extractive activ-
ities that destroy the country's
already fragile environment.

The 60-kilometer long riv-
er snakes from the hinterlands
of Iligan City down to Opol and
through Cagayan de Oro before
draining into Macajalar Bay. The
mountains along the river, es-
pecially in the hinterlands, have
been the subject of massive ille-
gal mining activities in the last
two decades.

In 2012, authorities arrestee
two Chinese for operating a
illegal mine site along the rive
but the charges were dismisse
on a technicality. -REPORTS FRO

RYAN D. ROSAURO, JANE BAUTISTA

AND JORDE ENE B. LAGARE INQ
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~NVI~ONM£NT SU~V£ILLANCE At least 16 people, live 0' them Chinese, were arrested on May 13 as authorities stopped an unauthorized mining operation that had damaged about 7 hectares offorest
land in Opol, Mis.mis Oriental, A satellite image (lower right) led to the discovery of the site, alerting the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). -PHOTO FROM01". I~
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18 suspects, including 5 Chinese nationals na ed
in illegal mining op in Misamis Oriental-Dl'N

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

'I @jonlmayuga

AUTHORITIES uncovered an
illegal mining operation in
Misamis Orientalandarrest-

ed 18 suspects, including five Chi-
nese nationals, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR)reported on Thursday.

The authorities confiscated sev-
eral heavy equipment used in the
illegal mining operation.

The illicit operation, the DENR
said, damaged some 7.6 hectares of
land along the Iponan River in Opol
town. Satellite imagery also showed
massive excavations and forest de-
struction in the area.

Araid carried out byjoint opera-
tives from D£NR Region 10 on Sat-
urday, May 13, was led by Regional

Executive Director Henry Adorna-
do and DENR Undersecretary for
Field Operations-Mindanao Jose-
Iin Marcus Fragada, together with
personnel from the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau and agents of the
Northeastern Mindanao Regional
Office of the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI).

The team wasalsojoined bymem-
bers of the Philippine Army 4th In-
fantry Division Special Forces.

The field team ofAdornado, who
immediately ordered a surveillance
that confirmed the illegal activi-
ties, first received reports of the
illegal activities.

"I hope that the recently con-
ducted joint operation and the
succeeding monitoring and reha-
bilitation efforts will bring about
positive changes and bring to life

again the Iponan River,"DENRSec-
retary MariaAntonia Yulo-Loyzaga
said in a statement.

"I am calling on concerned gov-
ernment agencies, other stake-
holders, and the communities
along the Iponan River and else-
where in the country to take con-
sistent active measures to combat
illegal mining operations in their
area," she added.

The suspects were brought to
the detention facility of the NBI
Northeastern.Mindanao Regional
Office' at Capitol Compound, Ca-
gayan de Oro City, and are now
facing charges for violation of sev-
eral environmental laws, includ-
ing Republic Act (RA) 7942 or the
Philippine Mining Act, RA 9275
or the Philippine Clean Water Act,
and Presidential Decree 70S or the

Forestry Code of the Philippines.
. Adornado also explained the
mining operation has no pertinent
permit. An investigation is ongoing
to determine who is financing the
illegal activity.

The DENR's satellite image al-
lowed the different government
agencies to monitor and observe
mining sites, and confirm and track
of their activities.

The DENRhas been using cur-
rent and emerging spacescience and
technology applications across the
country to combat illegal activities.

Early this year, the DE R part-
nered with the Philippine Space
Agency to develop and generate
maps, systems, and tools that could •
monitor forest areas using satellite
remote sensing, artificial intelli-
gence, and geography.
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Villar wants
plastic
strawsbanned
SEN.Cynthia Villar on Wednesday
filed Senate 8ill (58) 2209, an act
mandating all restaurants, hotels,
inns, fast food centers, eateries and
Similar establishments to ban the use
of drinking plastic straws.

In filing 58 2209, Villar said plastic
pollution, particularly from single-use
items like drinking straws, poses a
considerable challenge to a balanced
and healthful ecology.

The lawmaker, who chairs the Senate
Committee on ~nvironment, Natural
Resources and Climate Change, said
the straws, being non biodegradable,
persist in the environment for centu-
ries, causing signiflcant harm to diverse
species and human health.

However, she added that metal, pa-
per, or bamboo straws offer sustainable
alternatives to plastic straws.

"Having other choices besides plastic
straws make it both possible and urgent
for us to make a change. This switch to
greener options is an important mov!!
we could make now to ensure a sustain-
able future;'Viliar said.

Themeasuretargetsanamplereduction
ofthe nation'$pIasGc footprint,refIectiilg a
concertedeffo to aligneverydaypractices
with the constitutionalcommitmentto
safeguardourenvironment

It also provides penalties to serve
as a deterrent against noncompliance.
The Department of Environment and
Natural Resources will draw up the
implementing rules and regulations.

JAVIER JOE ISMAEl-~-~~
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DOE releases guidelines on offshore wind developme
By Alena Mae S. Flores

TIIE Department of Energy on Thursday
released the implementing guidelines on
Executive Order No. 21 which establishes
the policy and administrative framework
for offshore wind development.

Under the guidelines, permitting
agencies are guided by the different
stages of an OSW development project
and the activities necessary for its suc-
cessful and efficient implementation.

The DOE said permitting agencies
need to identify and submit the com-
plete list of appropriate permits and
clearances. These include all require-
ments, fees and procedures, including
the detailed process flow diagram on or
before June 18,2023.

The DOE will then integrate into the
Energy Virtual. OneStop Shop system
all the identified processes, which will
be used by all permitting agencies, in-
cluding the local government units, in
processing the applications for permits
from OSW developers.
. These permitting agen~ie include
the Department of Agrari Reform,
Department of Agriculture, epartment
of Environment and Natural Resources,
Department of Justice , Department of
Labor and Employment, Department of
National Defense, Department of Public
Works and Highways and Department
of Trade and Industry.

Other agencies are Department of
Transportation, Bureau of Customs, Bu-
reau of Immigration, Bureau of Internal

Revenue, Bureau of Qu tine, n-
ergy Regulatory Commission, Natio-ial
Commission on Indigenous Peop s,
National Grid Corporation of the P ilip-
pines, National Mapping and Resou ·ce
Information Authority, National Power
Corp., National Transmission COIp.,
Power Sector Assets and Liabilit es
Management Corp. and concerned local .
government units.

EO 21 was issued to hasten he roll ut
of OSW projects by mandating a pity
and administrative framework for e
optimal development of OS\\ resow e
through a clear and streamlined proce ss
and timelines that eliminate red tape, a-
cilitate efficient permitting pr cess a rd
promote greater investment in C S
projects.
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MWC to complete PB.2-B
Calawis water system
in Antipolo by June
By JAMES A. LOYOLA

ManilaWater Company, the
East Zone water concession-
aire' expects to complete the
construction of its 1>'8.2billion
Calawis Water Supply System
Project by June 2023.

In a statement, the firm said
the raw water for this facil-
ity comes from the Tayabasan
River, located in Brgy.Calawis,
Antipolo City.'This area is part
of the Upper Marikina Water-
shed, which Manila Water is
helping to grow and maintain.

The Calawis Water Supply
System Project is projected to
provide additional 80 million
liters per day (MLD)of treated
water to 919,784 population
in Antipolo City and nearby
towns.

At present, while preparing
to commence full operations,
the facility is already able to
supply treated water to some
areas of the city including the
Antipolo Government Center.

The Calawis Water Supply
System Project is composed of
the 80 MLDwater treatment
plant (WTP),pumping stations,
reservoirs, and 21 kilometers of
primary transmission line.

The WTP used Degremont
Compact Units (UCD), which
are prefabricated, modularwa-
ter and wastewater treatment
plants engineered for efficient
production, transportation, and
installation.

This technology signifi-
cantly reduces footprint re-
quirement and time for con-

struction.
The project also used pipe-

jacking technology, a trench-
less method of installing pipes,
on a portion of the pipelaying
contract and for the two river
crossings to bring potable water
to the customers.

ManilaWater Senior Project
Manager Engr. Vince Siat said
the project required the valu-
able cooperation and buy-in
of key stakeholders in order
to successfully complete and
operate the project.

"Manila Water was able
to establish good relationship
with relevant Local Govern-
ment Units, the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources, the Department
of Public Works and High-
ways, the affected Indigenous
People- the Dumagat Remon-
tados of Antipolo City, and the
National Commission ofIndig-
enous People which enabled us
to proceed with a successful
development of the project,"
he noted.

Siat added that, "The Proj-
ect team has ensured that the
project complies with all nec-
essary laws and regulations
emphasizing the company's
adherence to social and envi-
ronmental sustainability."

The Calawis Water Supply
System Project is part of the
company's Water SupplyMas-
terplan, which aims to ensure
water security and supply reli-
ability in the East Zone for the
next decades, while lessening
dependence on Angat Dam.
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CLIMATEACTIONPROTEST- Climate campaigners hold a protest action against Japan and the G7 in front of the Japan Embassy in Pasay City on Thursday, May 18, 2023, for continuing to
encourage investments in fossil fuels, including natural gas, and false solutions, such as hydrogen, ammonia, and carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies, Protests were also held
in other cities in Asia ahead of the G7leader's Summit from May 19 to 21 in Hiroshima, Japan, (Arnold QUiIOt) .
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Explain fish kill
Pole, BFAR asked•In

The Bureau of Fisher-
ies and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR) should explain in-
cidents of fish kill in Pola,
Oriental Mindoro more than
two months after the sink-
ing of motor tanker Princess
Empress caused an oil spill.

In a radio interview, May-
or J~nnif~pCfU~ .d RPAR
has yet to issue an explana-
tion on the cause of the fish
kill.

"We are asking BFAR to
give us an update on the
incidents of fish kill in some
barangays. We have been
asking for an explanation for
more than two months. We
have yet to be furnished the
results," she said.

Yesterday, she said eels-
were found floating in the
coastal waters of Pola.

Cruz said the ban on fish-
ing and other activities in the
waters off Pola should not be

lifted amid these incidents of
fish kill.

Cruz said Pola is still af-
fected by the oil spill.

"If you dig in the sand, the
oil is still there. That is why
we know that the shores are
still affected by the oil spill as
the sunken ship is still there,"
she saId.

"For more than 76 days,
there are no activities. That is
why we are asking for alter-
native programs for our fish-
erfolk as we .cannot depend
all the time on the cash-for-
work of the Department of
Social Welfare and Develop-
ment," Cruz added.

She appealed to other gov-
ernment agencies such as the
Department of Trade and
Industry and BFARto fulfill
their promises of providing
alternative livelihood to af-
fected fishermen.

- Bella Cariaso
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Weather in transition
to rainy season - Pagasa

By ROMINA CABRERA

From a scorching summer, the country
is currently undergoing a transition pe-
riod to the rainy season that may begin
in the next weeks, according to the state.
weather bureau.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geo-
physical and Astronomical Services Ad-
ministration (PAGASA) said the recent
bouts of rain across the country might
signal the start of the wet season soon.

Weather forecaster Victoria Torres
noted that they have monitored more
rain showers over the past week due to
the southwesterly wind flow,- a weather

system that prevailed over the western
section of Luzon in past days.

The onset of the wet season could be
from the last week of May to the middle
of June. .'
. Today,the intertropical convergence zone
andloca1izedthunderstorms willbring partly
cloudy skies over parts of the country.

PAGASA said Metro Manila and the
rest of the country would see isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms as it warned of
possible flash floods or landslides during
severe thunderstorms.

The heat index today may reach 45
degrees in some parts of Visayas and as
high as 42 degrees in Metro Manila.




