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DENR ehlgf’ meets

on cllf-;-

Envuurmm;t M
ria Antonia Yﬁlﬂa
met with efﬁdéanfﬁ
States Council mEnvxmﬁ:rm

a..

tal Quaht;tiaoexplﬂe m&
E@Pkmglpmes and the US on

Yulo Luyz a was part
of the official elegation of
President Marcos during his
gﬁcml visit to Washington.

She also met with profes-

ltg of George Mason Uni-
versi

According to YulmLoyza-

a, the DENR has been re-

% its plans, programs
and policies based on data-
dnven science and systems
approaches.

Yulo-Loyzaga joined Mar-
cos in several neral meet-
ings aimed to expand the
two countries’ c
several key areas, includin;
environmental protection ans
climate action.

She was present dunng

Marcos’ meeting with Maxeon

Solar Technologies, a global

leader in solar technology and
innovation, which operates in
the country under the name of
Sunpower Philippines Manu-

falctm-mg Lid. Magceun Solar
ans to expand its ations.
In the country and inyest $900

million for solar energy in-
novations.

Bill Mulligan, CEO of Max-

eon which operates in all

global markets including the -
Maxeon brand in the United
States, Canada and Japan,

-said the investment will pro-
~vide more than 3,000 jobs in -

the next years.
Mulligan said they are start-

conmmoug ctmstﬂtatlon w1thl
. international &

a,tlonon'

uncil

at"e change

ing thaexpansmn of their

- research and development

fa in Cavite, providin,
cility i e
_mthearea.

Maxeon, wlﬂt‘h also has .
major manufactt

ties in Malaysia and Mexico,
has been O}I;St:i&ﬁng in the
Philippines since 2003. It
openecr its first factory at the
Lagum'fechnopark in Bifian
City in

, and now has 3

iy io Vigbie super ot oot

skilled local workioxce 0;f

managers and solar engineers
in the Philippines numbering
‘more than 1,000.

The Marcos administra-
tion has continued to pursue
measures and policies to
ensure the availability of
cheap and reliable energy
‘through the promotion and |
utilization of renewable en-
ergy sources.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the
DENR welcomes efforts and
innovations from experts in
the field of clean ener

She vowed that the
and the Department of En—

‘would continue to work
together to tap available sup-

port for the country’s clean

_energy, climate and develop-

ment goals.
At the same time, Yulo-
Loyzaga underscored the
mportance of accessible and
rdable energy, the avail-
ablhty of feasible alternative
technologies for the country
to achieve a net-zero emis-
sion future, and the United
Nations Sustainable Devel
ment Goal 7 which calls for
affordable, reliable, sustain-
‘able and modern energy for
allby 2030. - Bella Cariaso
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DENR TO REFORM EXISTING
POLICIES TO PREVENT OIL SPILLS

By Jane Bautista
@janebautistalNQ

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is looking to reform
existing policies to prevent
future oil spills as it recent-
ly held discussions with local
shipowners to form a techni-
cal working group.

“We need to prevent the
risk and that needs to be
translated in the policies,
in the processes, and in the
technical capacities of the
people that are actually im-
plementing these laws,” En-
vironment Secretary Anto-
nia Loyzaga said in a recent
statement. '

According to the DENR,
the shipping operators have
reached out to the environ-
ment chief to see how they
could support the agency in
preventing and responding to
future disasters. |

Based on the discussions,

they identified the classifica-
tion of ships and the number
of permits issued for specific
purposes as one of the gaps in
the existing policies.
‘I have discussed with
them the importance of iden-
tifying the gaps organization-
ally, functionally, legally, and
policy—and practice-wise so
that we can prevent anoth-
er oil spill from happening
again,” Loyzaga said.

More than two months
after a fuel tanker sank off
the coast of Oriental Min-
doro, the Philippine Coast

Guard said the oil spill clean-

up was still ongoing.

The DENR estimated that
a total of P7 billion worth of
marine resources might po-
tentially be affected by the
massive oil spill, _

“The total area extent of
the three ecosystems (man-
grove areas, seagrass beds
and coral reefs) that fall with-
in the oil spill trajectories
across the three provinces is
estimated to hold an econom-
ic value of around Py billion,”
the DENR Biodiversity Man-
agement Bureau said, refer-
ring to the provinces of Ori-
ental Mindoro, Palawan and
Antique.

However, the actual value
of the habitats affected by the
spill has yet to be determined,
as it would be based on on-
ground validation through
habitat impact assessments
and further economic valua-
tion exercises.

Liza Osorio, legal and

policy director of Oceana
Philippines, in a webinar
pointed out that based on
Republic Act No. 9483, the
liability of oil spill pollution
from ships could be mea-
sured through the cleanup
operations expenses at sea
or on shore. s

The damages also in-
clude expenses for preven-
tive ‘measures, consequen-
tial loss or loss of earnings
suffered as a direct result
of an incident, and the pure
economic loss or loss of

earnings sustained by the

fisherfolk and tourism sec-
tor. iNg

*
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ANOTHER OIL SPILL A phm of
waters off Bataan. The Philippine Coast

Coast Guard: Capsized dredger

sinks, spills oil off Bataan waters

about 30 to 50 liters of oil and other
mixed substances.

By Charles Dantes
THE Phlllppme Coast Guard (PCG)

b ‘the ¢ mﬂ_ Vv
Hong Hai 189 has P gﬁ%@% éf
off Manveles, Bataan’

said Sunday

g.?ﬂ"‘t"'

Mariveles at around 5:21 a.m. on Sat-
urday, after colliding with the MT Pe-
tite Soeur, a a Marshall Island-flagged
chemical and oil product tanker in the
waters off Corregidor Island.

PCG Station Bataan and the Ma-
rine Environmental Protection Unit
helped install oil spill booms and
absorbent bags.

The PCG reported the collision of the
two vessels on April 29. Three people
died, two were still missing, while 15
others were rescued.

ﬂ'terapsized MVHong Hai 189 which has sunkin .
GuardsakithevesselreieasedabouﬂOtoSOIitersof

oilandoﬂ\ermbeed substances. PCGFlnboolipm

»

The MV Hong Hai, a Sierra Leone- .

, reglstered dredger, sank 400 yards
s" ‘away i‘mm Sisiman Lighthouse in
 Nextpage

The MV Hong Hai 189 came from
Botolan, Zambales and had 20 crew
members on board. The MT Petite
Soeur left the port of Mariveles, Bataan
before the incident, the PCG said.

Earlier, the Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government (DILG) and
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR) said they are mapping
out plans to help local government units
affected by the massive oil spill in Ori-
ental Mindoro last Febmnry

DILG S in Abalos,
Jr. has moammmded to President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. that fishing areas be
shared afier meeting with local leaders
and affected fishermen in the area.

“The DILG and BFAR will adopt a
cluster approach to ensure that all af-
fected fishers will have a place to go
and congestion in one fishing area will
be avoided,” Abalos said.

The DILG chief said affected munici-
palities of San Teodoro and Baco may
do their fishing in the municipal waters
of Paluan and Abra De Ilog in Occiden-
tal Mindoro. Tayabas Bay and Mindoro
Strait are also proposed as fishing areas
for the two affected municipalities.

On the other hand, those in Calapan
City, Naujan, and Pola will also be al-
lowed to go fishing in the municipal
waters of Boac, Gasan in Marinduque,
as well as Tayabas Bay.

Municipalities of Pinamalayan, Glo-
ria, and Bansud can fish in the munici-
pal waters of Concepcion in Romblon
and portions of Mindoro Strait.

The last cluster, which includes
fishermen of Bongabong, Rokas,
Mansalay, and Bulalacao, can go fish
ing in Tablas Strait and the municipal
waters of San Jose and Magsaysay ir
Occidental Mindoro.

Abales said this sharing could go on
until fish samples in the affected arcas
are okay.

Aside’ from identifying alternative
fishing grounds, the DILG will alsc
review policies on the management of
municipal waters.
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EASTEIIN SAMAR TﬂWN EYES RAPS VS CHINESE VESSEL OWNER

By Joey Gabieta
@joeygabietaINQ

GUIUAN, EASTERN SAMAR—
Mayor Annaliza Gonzales-Kwan
of this town has started look-
ing into possible legal actions
against the owner and crew of a
Chinese vessel that ran agroynd
off Sulangan Island last April 19.

While there was no oil spill
in the area, Gonzales-Kwan said
that MV Zhe Hai 168, manned
by an all-Chinese 20 crew mem-
bers, damaged coral reefs and
other marine resources, the
amount of which has yet to be
determined by authorities.

“We will only learn the extent
of the damage to our coral reefs
and seagrass once MV Zhe Hai
168 is completely refloated. They
(ship owner and crew members)
have to pay us, especially that
Guiuan is a protected area,” she
said in an interview on May 2.

Master divers
MV Zhe Hai 168, loaded with
55,000 metric tons (MT) of nickel
ore valued at P300 million, was

on its way to China from Homon-

hon Island, also in Guiuan town,
when it encountered a strong sea
current th_;t_ dEre the ship to a

STUCK MV Zhe Hai 168 remains in shallow waters off Sulan-
gan Island in Guiuan, Eastern Samar, as shown in this April 28
photo, nine days after it ran aground and damaged corals in the
area. —PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GUIUAN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

shallow portion of the sea.
Gonzales-Kwan said dive
masters would be needed to
refloat the vessel led by Capt.
Shangjun Jiang and it would like-
ly take weeks to do so due to the
strong water current in the area.
“MV Zhe Hai 168 ran

" aground where the mouth of

the Pacific Ocean is. That was
why divers found it hard to re-
float the vessel because of the
strong current,” she said.

Emir Mineral Resource Corp.,

which operates on Homonhon

Island where the nickel ore was

extracted, sought the services of

" SMIT Salvage Singapore which

subsequently contracted its local
partner, the Manila-based Ma-
layan Towage and Salvage Corp.,
to refloat the ship.

Past incidents

Gonzales-Kwan said she was
informed that at least 14,000 MT
of nickel ore inside the vessel
have to be unloaded during the
refloating process estimated to
be completed on May 23.

‘The Chinese captain and
crew members of the vessel

opted to stay inside MV Zhe
Hai 168 while waiting for the re-
floating procedures.

This was not the first time
that a Chinese vessel encoun-
tered a problem in the waters off
Guiuan'’s island village of Suluan.

On Jan. 26, Kai Dai 8g9, a
vessel with seven Chinese crew
members, also drifted off the
island.

In August 2021, Chinese ves-
sel MV Ambition Journey, which
was also hired by Emir Mining,
ran aground off Sulangan Island
due to engine trouble.

The local government was
able to collect P11 million from
Emir Mining for the damage the
vessel caused to coral reefs. Of
the amount, P5 million went to
the local government, P1 million
to Sulangan village and the re-
maining P5 million to the Guiuan
Protective Management Office.

" The Guiuan Protected Land-
scape and Seascape, also known
as the Guiuan Marine Reserve,
covers the Guiuan Island Group
located off the coast of Guiuan
town. The town’s water was re-

_proclaimed as a protected land-

scape/seascape in 1994 under the
National Integrated Protected Ar-
eas System Act of 1992. ma
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‘By JoveE MARIE N. DELA CrRUZ
¥ @joveemarie

HE House of Representatives

l "isnow fast-trackingitsdelib-

erations on a substitute bill
aimed at boosting domestic salt
production, in support of the gov-
ernment’s drive to save this dying
industry, a senior lawmaker said
on Sunday.

Camarines Sur Rep. LRay Villa-
fuertesaid thatatechnical working
group (TWG) of the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Food
hasbeen “working double-time” on
the draft substitute bill proposing
a comprehensive plan to revitalize
the salt industry.

Villafuerte expressed the hope
that the committee would be able to
endorse to the plenary soon enough
afinalbillrevitalizing the saltindus-
try, in time for its House approval
before the 19th Congress ends its
first regular session on June 2.

This substitute measure being

drafted by the panel is a consolida-
tion of six same-topic bills, includ-
ing House Bill (HB) 7357, which
Villafuerte had introduced with
fellow CamSur Reps. Luis Miguel
Villafuerte and Hiyoshi Anthony
Horibata plus Bicol Saro Rep. Brian
Raymund Yamsuan.

“Considering the expansive
coastlines of the Philippines, it truly
baffles us why our archipelago was
reported in 2021 to be producing
only 7 percent of the national salt
requirement and importing the oth-
er 93 percent equivalent to around
550,000 MT [metric tons],” he said.
“Hence, we are hoping that new leg-

islation would énable our moribund .

saltindustry tobecome competitive
once more in both the domestic and
international markets.”

“Our goalis for the Congress to
help the Marcos administration
revitalize the local salt industry
by providing it with the right gov-
ernment support services for its
protection and direction, specifi-
cally thosethatinvolve production
and development.”

Therevival of thesaltindustry
is one of the priority measures of

President Marcos.

Both chambers of the Congress
are on their summer break and are
set to reopen on Monday.

Villafuerte traced the local salt-
making industry back to the 18th
century, saying there was a time
when Las Pifias and Malabon were
thetop saltproducersbefore Pangas-
inaneventuallybecamethe country's
leading area for salt production.

Among the topics discussed by
the TWG during its recent second
meeting were the identification of
priority areas for salt production,
requirements for the exportation of
localsalt, possibletaxbreaksandthe
implementation of thesaltiodization
law or Republic Act (RA) 8172.

During that second TWG meet-
ing, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) Officer-in-Charge
(CIC) Demosthenes Escoto said one
ofthegoalsinrevivingtheindustryis
to raise domestic production of sal,
which is 11 percentlocally produced

‘and 89 percent imported.

Escotohad supported the propos-
alstoreclassifysaltasanagricultural

_ commodity instead of as a mineral,

and to place the salt industry under
the supervision of BEAR.

At the same meeting, Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Undersecretary
Ignatius Rodriguez did not object to
this proposal to place the salt indus-
try under the jurisdiction of BFAR,

Masterplan

IN HB 7357, Villafuerte and its
three other authors have proposed
the creation of an interagency Phil-
ippine Salt Industry Development

Council (PSIDC) to craft a 5-year - .

masterplan to expand areas devot-
ed to salt-making, boost domestic
salt output, promote investments
inthis sectorand market Philippine
products made from this essential
nutrient, among others.

As proposed by Villafuerte’s

- group, the PSIDC will craft a Phil-

ippine Salt Industry Development
Roadmap (Roadmap) comprising
programs and projects for the de-
velopment and management, pro-
cessing, utilization, business devel-

House fast-étracldng bill on salt industry revival

opment, and commercialization of
Philippine salt.

This proposed PSIDC will pro-
vide the overall policy and program
directions and coordinate the ac-
tivities of the various agencies and
instrumentalities. to ensure the
implementation, accomplishment,
periodic review and enhancement
of the road map.

Villafuerte said he and his fellow
authors have proposed that the road
map focus on expanding salt-pro-
ducing areas, ensuring sustainable
production and harvesting in these
areas, promotinginvestmentsin salt
industry development programs,
advancing market access for Philip-
pine salt products locally and inter-
nationally,and providing continuous
trainingand capacity-buildingin salt
industry development.

Theyalso said the road map aims
to extend technical and financial as-
sistance for the development, pro-
cessing, commercializationand mar-
keting of Philippine salt products;
require the use of locally-produced
salt in the fertilization of coconut
farms by the Philippine Coconut
Authority (PCA); provide technical
and financial assistance in the lo-

- cal design and fabrication of high-
. capacity processing equipment for

thisindustry;and develop categories
of salt-farming areasinto places for
artisansalt production, gourmetsalt
production, iodized salt production
and salt ecotourism sites.

Villafuerte had traced the de-
cline of thesaltindustry totherat-
ification of the Philippines of the
General Agreementon Tariffs and
Trade in 1994, which was seen as
the reason for the influx of cheap
saltimports and enactment of RA
8172, orthe ActforSaltlodization
Nationwide Law in 1995, which
required the addition of iodine to
salt to address the country’s mi-
cronutrient malnutrition.

“The capital requirement for the
machinery and technology for salt
iodization was a heavy burden for
local salt makers, leading many of
them to drop one by one and shift
to other livelihood sources,” said
the authors in their bill.
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’UNRELENTING SALE’OF LEAD- -BASED

PAINT PRODUCTS DEPLORED

AN environmental group called out
the “unrelenting sale” of spray paints
‘with high lead content despite a
national ban.
" The EcoWaste Coalition said the
leaded paints were actually being
- marketed as “lead-free.”
 Inastatement, the group said that
based on tests it conducted Monday,
May 1, 2023, there were seven old
' and new variants of a paint brand on
sale in Caloocan City that violated
the ban on the use of lead on all
types of paints as per Administra-
tive Order 2013-24 or the Chemical
Control Order for Lead and Lead
Compounds of the Department of
Environment and Natural resources
(DENR).

paint products were among the 85
analyzed with lead content ranging
from 1,700 to 85,800 ppm.

Lead is a toxic metal used in paint
to give it color, make it opaque,
protect it from degradation due to
exposire to sunlight, make it dry
faster, and inhibit rust or corrosion.

Alternatives to lead-based plg«
ments, driers and anti-corrosive
agents are cornmeraally available

and have been used to produce lead--

safe paints.

As stated in the 2022 reporl
“Imported Lead-Containing Spray
Paints Sold in the Philippine Mar-
ket” published by the EcoWaste Co-
alition and the International Pollut-
ants Elimination Network (IPEN),

One of the items purchased

- was a medium yellow spray paint,

which the government banned in

2020, along with 36 other aerosol

paints, which allegedly exceeded

the 90 parts per million (ppm) lead
content limit. -

According to ‘the chemlcal

screening performed by the group
using a handheld Olympus M
Vanta Series X-Ray Fluorescence
(XRF) device, the seven green and
yellow paint products contained
lead above 90 ppm.
- The group said the old 400-ml
spray paint carries the “no Pb” picto-
gram (Pb is the chemical symbol for
lead), while the new 250-ml paint
aerosol is labeled “lead free.”

*socially responsible paint manu-
facturers have shifted to non-lead
pigments, driers and anti-corrosive
agents in order to prevent children’s
expostre to lead from paints, as well
as to reduce workers' exposures to
lead-based paint hazards.”

According to the Global Al-
liance to Eliminate Lead Paint,

“lead can cause serious impacts
on human health, including
permanent brain and nervous
system damage, problems with
kidney function, and blood and
reproductive damage,” adding
“children under 6 years of age,
and pregnant women (whose

developing fetus can be exposed)

are especially vulnerable.”

“The old variants, sold for a

. discounted price of P66.50 each

{P95.00 before), were manufactured
in 2020 and the new variants costing

"P68.00 each were manufactured in

2021 and 2022, way past the phase-
out deadlines for lead-containing
decorative paints in 2016 and lead-
conthining industrial paints-in
2019,” it said.

Both the old and new vanants
provided no information about the
company that manufactured, im-
ported or placed the product in the
local market, as well as the country
where the product was made.

- According to independent labo-
ratory tests commissioned by the
EcoWaste Coalition in 2022, nine

' To protect vulnerable populations
from lead exposure, the EcoWaste
Coalition jurged paint manufactur-
ers, importers and distributors to
only offer duly verified lead-safe
products; retailers to only stock
paints with no added lead and to
take wrongly labeled lead-free paints
off the shelves; online shopping
platforms to delist non-compliant
paint product listings; consumers
to ask for and use lead-safe paints
and contractors; and workers and
others to refrain from disturbing
surfaces coated with leaded painis
and to observe proper lead-based
paint removal to avoid scattering
lead-containing paint chips and
dust. FRANCIS EARL CUETO
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from a creek that carries the runoff from BGC. :

- "Imﬁi‘:ﬁmwlyinmivedimﬂﬁmmﬁmmd improve-
ment of the water conservation/ recovery system of the course
in 2005 to 2015. In late 1998 to early 2000, we experienced a.
similar heatwave and watzerc,-mbl;em in the metropolis, and

the authorities then began clamping down on water usage
and golf courses were an obvious target...”

- Raoul said they renovated the course and “increased the
size of their aquifer capacity in four areas namely, lake/hole
14 - 10 million gallons, hole/lake 13 — two mll]z ion gallons,
hole /lake 16 — three million gallons, and utilized the old water |
tank on old hole 3 — two million gallons. This was precisely
to store and reuse our water. ' 1090

" “The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) closed all
the deep wells on the property so we had to find ways to
store and more importantly reuse our water. We also built a
wastewater treatment plant next to hole /lake 14, as it also was
connected to the runoff area of BGC's canals. We also had an
irrigation system installed that is computer driven to know
exactly which areas of the course need more water so we do
not waste water by just watering at random.

“In fact, Manila Golf was cited by no less than the NWRB
for having a wastewater treatment facility to irrigate the golf
course in 2008 and asked other golf courses to follow the
design of our waste water treatment. - '

“All fairways and greens are self-reliant. We are only al-
lowed to use water that went back into the ponds/lakes from
rain and actual sprinkler use, as well as runoffs from BGC
that were treated (grey water) and excess from the clubhouse
kitchen and bath water drains.

“The only water we get from the concessionaire is for
bathing and cooking for the clubhouse kitchen. And that's |
subsequently recycled.” . i, et 50 e

I am told Wack Wack and Ayala Alabang have similar water
systems. Maybe the MWSS official was thinking of the smaller
ﬁ?lf courses, notabgsthose with the military that must adjust

eir water use to this looming crisis. :

Imagine this heat and not a drop to drink... or take a nice
cool bath with. Water is now as precious as gold.

Boo Chanco’s email address is bchanco@gmail.com. Follow
him on Twitter @boochanco R
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Maynllad ':F.roni ?;gé-1

in Imus will be operational within 2023

while the two modular treatment plants:

in Bacoor will be operational by the fourth
quarter of 2024,” Maynilad said.

Maynilad said that the Anabu modular
treatment plant will generate 5.5 mld by
May 2023 and 18 mld by September 2023;
Julian modular treatment plant, four mld by
e

ve by the o
plant, Ligasmi ar treatment plant, 18 mld
by &1e fourth quarter of 2024.

It said that a new water treatment plant
will be built in Parafiaque City that can
generate at least five mld.

 According to Maynilad, efforts. arealso.
being made to recover water fromn
repairs and replacement of old pipes.

"At least 34;11 n;loglzg w% generated from

“Jan to A e target reco
ym th;s 100 mid, 79 ; dflmnwﬂl;yg
north, like the Angat-Ipo water system an
21 mld from the sou&fo Ma yg sald

- Maynilad said that it is ta j

cross border supply through:
of treated water from Manila Water by

leak

. Maynilad customers in Manila, Quezon
Clt){, Makati, Calo-

ocan, Pasay, Para-
flaque, Las Pifias,
Muntinlupa, Valen-
zuela, Navotas and
Malabon; the cities
of Cavite, Bacoor
and Imus and the
towns of Kawit,
Noveleta and Ro-

- points in the distribution system.
e"d‘"l"gx;d:lteé:t least 24.65 mid wemﬂlemgener T i Ca“:tell;‘:s‘:
‘at e ints as are
plans to m@east?\?m purchased with eight to 14 hours of

cooperation of Manila Water,” it said.
At the same time, Maynilad said that
it is now developing the Poblacion Water
Treaﬁnent Plant, the third treatment plant
raw materials from Laguna Lake.
~ Maynilad said it targets to generate
at least 50 mid from the Poblacion Water

Tmatmen’t Plant and_full 150 mld by first

quarter of 2024. :

In an earlier interview with The STAR,
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
(S%rstem (MWSS) Administrator Leonor

eofas said that the agency does not
see a possible water shortage after the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) raised the El Nifio alert amid
the threat of the dry spell.

According to the weather buxeau, El
Nmowﬂistartm}me,}ulyandAugustmd.

 persist until the first quarter of 2024.

Cleofas added that Metro Manila cus-
tomers, particularly those being serviced
by Maymlad, will not experience another
: ‘water interruption.

“If ever, the worst-case scenario is theere_
will be a decrease in the water pressure,”
Cleofas said. :

Cleofas added that while the National
Water Resources Board only approved the
52 cubic meters per second cms allocation
until May, the ularly conducts as-
sessmentsonthewaterivel Angat Dam.

“Even though the apj roval of 52 cms is
up to May, we regularly meet every two
weeks to current situation. So,

ahead of time we will be able to really as-

sess the current situation atAngatDam =
- Cleofas . added.

daily water cut off
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Wate-r:” Pfécious as -gold

We take water for
much of it. _ & : :
‘True, we have a lot of fresh water we are just throwing out

gran_ted__ because we think we have 50

~ tothe Pacific Ocean, reason enough to build that Kaliwa Dam

so thirsty Metro Manila can use that precious resource. But
we can’t seem to get the political will to do that. I imagine we
are also wasting so much water in many other parts of our
country due to the absence of proper water infrastructure.
Singapore, a country whose size is a lot smaller than Mega
Manila, gets its water from Johor, Malaysia. The Malaysian
government would sometimes threaten
to cut off the water lifeline for political
-or economic reasons. The Singaporeans
recognize this vulnerability and have
treated water availability as a national
security concern.

AND '

Singapore has become the model of
water management for Southeast Asia.
Singapore also has the largest desalina-
‘tion plant in the region.

On the other hand, we in Metro Ma-
nila are almost totally reliant on Aﬁr%é_i[t
Dam that sits on top of an active earth-
quake fault line.

The Singaporeans tackled their water problem in a sys-

BOO CHANCO |

is a catchment for rainwater. That means the rainwater that
drains from the streets and elsewhere ends up in a reservoir.-

high-grade reclaimed water, cushioning Singapore’s water
supply against dry weather and moving Singapore towards
water sustainability. 1500 i '
They call the recycled water NEWater, and NEWater is
added into raw water reservoirs. The blended water under-
goes further treatment in conventional waterworks to create’
drinking water. NEWater was introduced to the Singaporean
publicin 2003. SN alie e S

For a country that hasno watersheds,
 can start operations either this month or next. Balance in 2025.

that Region 3 an

 Aninternational group of experts in engineering, biomedi-
cal sciences, chemistry, and water technology also found that
NEWater’s quality was consistently safe and high, and well
within the WHO and US EPA’s requirements for drinking

- water. Singapore is one place where you can drink the water
from your hotel bathroom faucet.

~ The World Resources Institute, World Bank, and even the
newly approved Philippine Sewage and Sanitation Master

“Plan completed in 2020 already identified NCR /Calabarzon

and Central Luzon as areas with acute water crisis. .. and what
are we doing about it? Absolutely nothing. That's what we
get for electing idiots. .
As Angat also supplies the irrigation requirements of
Bulacan, a drought situation will mean that our farmers in
Bulacan (and parts of Pampanga) may be told not to plant

for their second cropping season to ensure water for Metro

Manila. This will impact on the livelihood of those farmers,
food security, and prices. - j

The only new water infrastructure for Metro Manila is Ricky
Razon’s Wawa dam. The first phase of 80 million liters per day

But that's just the weir or water collection. We still need = treat-
ment plant and about five kilometers of conveyance pipes.
Water availability is also a critical consideration for attracting

- potential foreign investors. Water is an element in semiconductor

manufacturing, Water is critical to steel plants since steel-making

- equipment all needs to be water-cooled. While steel plants do

notneed super clean water, lack of water can stop the operations
of steel mﬂﬁer L _ : _

Weirdly enough, the Manila Observatory actually projected

ngEI»CR may receive higher than average rainfall

over the next 25 years. But without the proper infrastructure to

- store and manage this water, water availability will continue to

be a concern. Our water problem is not because of scarcity, but
bad government management. :

: Elglshﬁo will just make bad water management more severely |
felt by us. i SpE

' Bg; there is good news. Raoul Romulo, a not-so-distant
cousin on my mother’s side from Camiling, Tarlac, wrote tolet
me know that as far as the Manila Golf Club is concerned, the

greens are watered by a system of reclaimed water, including
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_Agricultural
areas with high
correlation
between dry and
wet conditions
related to El Nifio.

Source: FAQ

{7 Wipening through

{low sensitivity to water stress)

fm Vegetative to reproductive
|etrong sensitivity to water stress)

m Planting to early vegetative
(moderate sensitivity to water stress)

0 maps out El Nino regions,
readies actions to reduce risks

FAO maps out El Nifo regions,

readies ac

OME—The Food
and Agriculture
! anization of the
United Nations (FAO) is
mapping out the areas in
the globe that are especially
vulnerable to El Nifio and
preparing actions that could be
taken to. mmgate its risks.
 The BAQ noted thst the protracted three-
year presence of La Nifig-is leaving the

glebal etmospheric scens and is making
wsyforalikzlylmmmebtnmmntoﬂ

patlams ofdnercnndlnm 3 :
Northern areas of South America are also

atrlsktopotentmldryness,whl]eﬁushaha ;

ncrrma]]y experiences suppressed rainfal

Early warnings mean that we have to
take early and auuclpamry action, and we
will support our Members in these efforts,
to the full extent resources allow,” sEld
Rein Paulsen, head of FAO’s Office. for
Emergencies and Resilience,

In the wake of the El Niflo episode of
2015 end 2016, which affected over €0
million .people in arcund 23 countries,
FAO has qmeﬂtﬂy worked with member-

nmons—mnludmg many of those where "

foed security is likel:

comirig Bl Niflo
establish action plams and: prﬁwco‘ls e

to be impacted by the

Standard - .operatifg - pmoedmes
havebeencraﬂedmaxm&he timely

ay.

ia Nifla has brought relief for some
dmugh—hﬁwtedamsmchasmsﬁm
nf Africa, but the opposite weather

_could spell trouble for other
pnrtsofA:Enca,CentmlAmmcaandEsr
East Asia’

Accordmgtua newrepnt'.‘ by FAO,
Southern Africa, Central America and the
Caribbeanand parts of Asia are of particular
concem, s a number of countries in these
regions already face high levels of acute
food insecurity and key- cropping seasons
fall undm' the typical El Nifio weather

such as sethng up
oomml.lml.y seed stores, assessing smtcgr.
reserves and bolsteting anirial health

o&:erangnuﬁstu ;
“are ‘never  alike, the Groadly

FAOlsalmdysemngmmouonm:ual
itions to affected

| i ry

inevitably can only be put forth with low
confidence due to their low power during
the May-June-July period,” explained
Oscar Rojas, FAO agm-mmolnglst.

‘El Nifio events typically occur

two to seven years, with La Nifia eplsodcs.

and neutral ‘conditions filling the years
in-between. Catalyzed by a warming of
anﬁcOmnwm,BiNlﬂohssamqor
influenice on temperature and

driving extreme weather eve:_lsmcmdmg
drought, ﬂoodmgats;s.mms
thle -El-Mifio events and lmpz_lm

patterns  enhance predictable N:gwml
consequences. FAO's approach has

to map changes in vegetation condmons
across the globe's croplands and combine
this ‘analysis with crop cdléndars to better
understand how ra.lnfaIl deficits may affect

food
surveillance campaigns.

FAO has developed enticipatory action
protocols. for drought in Burkina Faso,
Chad, . Niger, s m - Madagascar,

Mal.awl, Zimbabwe, the
Pakistan and in Cenfral America, and is
readyma.ctwhrshouldmeforecssts
materialize. t

Given the most recent forecasts
have raised the likelihiood of an El Nifio
event occurting from * June onwards,

duction—the effects of water stress
varythmughwacmpshfscycle ‘This
approach helps identify areas at higher
risk, or those where dry conditions impact
the entire crop cycle, and guides the type of
interventions that should be implemented.
ures

that furesrlyachontDElNiﬂquaNma

Standing

episodes by the UN Int

“Forecasts at this point &re clear but -

jons to reduce risks

advance in step with the likelihood that
an El Nifio event is brewing. FAO, OCHA
and the WMOtogeﬂm’mth other partners
are monitoring the situation to determine
the countries at highest risk later in the

W'hﬂe rain will be a welcome relief to
farmers in Argentina and Mear East Asia,
El Nifio can also cause severe flooding,
which can harm agriculture and increase
the risk of disdase. That's a particular
risk FAO has exarained in relation to

precipitation . Eastﬁﬂ'm,whmahut‘aqedﬁsuye&rs
paﬁeﬂiswarmauvpnmdﬁemmm._

of extreme ‘rainfall deficits ‘and where
recovery will atsnymetake & long time'
zaven if rainfall finally returns.

hustmha, Brazil and South Aﬁ-ma, all

al major cereal producers and exporters,

are smong the couniries at risk of dry
conditions, as are a host.of other coufifries
in Central and West Africa, Sow;havt Asia
and the Caribbean.

The inversé risk of excessive rainfall
holds for exporters such as Argentina,
Turkey and the United States of America,
as well as for countries in Central Asia.

El Niflo typically rmises the global

average temperature and was associated
with the record high registered in 2016,
when various carbon-releasing calamities
occurred, including forest and peatland
fires in Indonesia and billions of trees

'Cmm:n.{me aﬁncrpawry action initiatives

deci d by dronght in the Amazon.
y FAD news

R e T 12 o o L e

CARTOON



N STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION

TITLE:

BusinessMirror & ==

Abmader bokat deys ashies =

BANNER
STORY

05 =08 -

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

PAGE

DATE

Oftshore miners’ group says PHL
on track for full economic recovery

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

HE Philippines is on the right
track to making a full eco-

nomic recovery in the next
five years, a group of offshore min-
ers boldly predicted.

In a statement, the Offshore Min-
ing Chamber of the Philippines Inc.
(OMCPI) expressed confidence the
Philippines is making headway to full
economic recovery due to the new ini-
tiatives that the country’schiefexecu-
tiveisaggressivelytakinginthefield of
cleanenergytransitionandthecritical
greenmineralsitis employing tofight
climate change.

mond R. Aragon reacted to the state-
ment of President Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr. during his recent speech in the
United States addressing the influen-
tial Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS) in Washington
before leaving for London to attend
the coronation of King Charles.
“TheCleanEnergy Transition [CET]
that the world is attempting to do in
our common fight [against] Climate
Change will pave the way to our coun-
try'sfulleconomicrecoveryinthenext
five years of the Marcos administra-

-tion,” Aragon predicted.

“To advance our common climate
agenda...energy and green metals co-
operation is an important piece of our

OMCPI Chairman Michael Ray- °

Marcos was quoted as saying.-

“As President Marcos accurately
declared in his CSIS speech in Wash-
ington recently that critical green
minerals like cobalt and nickel just
to name a few that the world criti-
cally needs to transition from dirty
to clean energy source is abundant
in the Philippines,” Aragon said.

“Our country is so blessed with
these critical green minerals that hu-
manity crucially needs in our clean
energy transition to fight climate
change and save mankind from spe-
cies extinction,” he added.

However, Aragon said these critical
minerals must be mined in a clean and
green way to protect the environment.

“Unfortunately, our country does
niot possess these highly advanced and
expensive green technologies. Thus
we need to partner with countries like
Japan and the United States for the
Philippines to be involved in this novel
critical orrare mineral global trade and
industry. The new blue economy sector
[beyond just fishing] that our offshore
mining chamber is helping to develop
here locally is a cleaner mining option
for these abundant critical green min-
eral resources that the Philippines can
share with the whole world to fight the
globalclimateemergency, “Aragonsaid.

He said the organization supports
the Marcos’s initiatives to get the Phil-
ippines actively involved in this critical
greenmineral global tradeandindustry
for the Philippines to recover economi-
cally“whileindoingsowealsohelpinthe

fight versusworldwide climate change.”

engagement and must be prioritized,”
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Clean, green initiatives breat he new hfe into Clty of Bman
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By Roperick L. ABap
CONTRIBUTOR
PHOTOS BY JERY JIMENEZ

ESIDES the iconic puto—

apparently with a lively festival

dedicated to celebrate the city’s
popular delicious version of this native rice
cake every 15th day of May—Bifan created
much buzz with the so-alled “Taal brick.”

mmmwf industriali amid pogulation explosi
toncete product Itad in 2 garbage crigs.
Jnly\mhulllwmnmllgm:d This cold be attributed to the lack of
exfenshve lotal and fonsign media mileage environmental laws, according to Lee. Per
right after the eruption of the smallest relfevant provishons of Repblic Azt No. 7160,
voleanin the word last lanuary 2020, The otherwise known as the Government Code,
last time it exploded was i 1977, thve LGl ars mainly respomsibdle for handiing

mmuamwmm:m Solid waste in Mmof]wmm But
neghw ng leasnﬂaallnm its the absence of onwaste
world-renowned led to deficent waste disposal
0. nplumofslramndwhraw&zld practices of the localities.

this city and the suriounding aress with a
thick ayer of ash, mud and faling debris
spewed by the explosion of its main crater
Trom magmatic and hydravalcaric activity.

Sesing a iver fining from the situation
bk then, the visiomary mayor of Bifian, Atty.
Watfredo R, Dimaguila Ir, was innovative
aid resourceful enough to turn the tragedy
inio an oppartunity. In fact, he asked the City
Environment and Natural Resources Office
(CENRO), led by Rodelio Y. Lee, ta try mixing
1he ashiall with other raw materiats of the eco
beick produced t the Bitan Gty lized
Materal Recovery, Waste Processing and
Transfer Station Facility or the Frepark.

“We did it and had it tested by an
independent testing company and by the
Department of Science aad Technology.
And yes, it's stronger compared to 3
commercial brick,” he told in mixed English
and Tagalog during an interview with the
BusinessMirror. “That was the time when
Bafien became more popudar.”

Environmental degradation
THE fame that Taal beick brosght to Biflaa
5.2 product of the hard labor, bold efforts
and, of tourse, creativity of the succeeding
administrations. They brought the city back
to life with a clean surroundng 2nd healthy
nvirnment.

D memory lane, Bidan also
hiad it5 shiaze of the solid waste problam
faced by many local government usits
(LGU] in the country at the turn of the
century. Managing it well hecame a
pressing concern as rapéd urbanization and

“So there were no qudelines. !}mm
indiscrimingta dumping o throwing of

Jr.ordered in 2017 its revival towhat it is
today—the Ecopark.

was very rampant,” he said.

Seated an a 5,000-square meter (sg m)
parcel of land owned by the Gty government

Proof of which were the dirty roads in Brgy. Timbae, this P8 million facility
mmmmmdnmwm mwsthemmmnﬁeshman Withits
canalsand Filled with laton, the Gty el equipped
nnlnc\ﬂmqnmcd Het ion, of il with mod
Course, was the toicity of s contaminants wmascnmyuhmfmmmg,pnw
that jeopardized the peoples’ health and sanitizer sprayer for treating garbage, 2
polluted the 2ic, land and water. payloader, heavy duty shredding machines,

To address thesz prablems, the national mechanized concrete product makerand
qavernment enfarced the Bcolagical Salid plastic densifier used for recyclingt
Waste Management Act of 2000 (Repubdic refuse, specifically plastic waste, into
Actor RA 9003), Clean Watar Act (RA 5275) useful products or as raw matesiats for the
and Clean Air Ack (RA 8749) to shield Both the peoducction of concrete produscts.
environment and public hezlth, The collaction and dispesal of sefid

ST wastein Bifian is handled by the barangays,
Therise nfEmpark 16U and a private contractar, Apart from the
4 compliance with these "green” palicies «ity's centralized Ecopark and compasting
and suppert to the protection of the faclity as well a5 trash collecting wehicles,

envisonment and the Manifa Bay Clean
Up, Rehabilitation and Preservation
Programs, Bilkan implemented several eco
MBESUNES in 15 Own way.

“Lintle by little, we crafted our -
10-year Solic Waste it Plan.

all communities have their own MRFs and
gatbage trucks.

Hiaw does the Bopark wark? Basically,
the plastic wastes that are brcught 1o the
Emtbylhemymdtmrulmbage

So we had guidelines to fallow and now
being implemented,” Lee emphasized.
Pursuant to RA 9003 that peovides

 for the establishment of an LGU Material

Recovery Facilizy {MRF), such an amenity
came into being in 2005, Afew manths after
it became aperational, however, it brake
down and was left non-functional. Goad
thing its rehabiitation came during the time
of Congresswoman Martyn “Lea” Alonte-
Maguiat, it was realized until Mayer Dimaguila

sarting.
shreddzd and usrdaimmmnalsimﬂ’e

production of eco bricks like Taz! brick, hallow
bicks, and pre-cast fences, among others.
The prodaction af the concreté products
Ivere takes a maximum of theee days 3 week
{Monday, Wednesday and Friday]. On a daily
basis, it runs at eight e 10 hours, depending

aneco-holowblockproducedly  ResoumceDffcerRodelio.Lee

bricks, ineluding the bygraduct of the ashfal]

produced in merauitrandsm ailmewms
will follow. Together with the holiaw blocks,
they are similarly used by the barangays and
homeoners’ 2ssaciations in thelr projects.

O the ather hand, i aiso nspred
the peaple, business establishments and
industries to do ther share by bringing their
recyclable wastes to the facility. What's more,
the proceeds of the Taai bricks bought by end-

consumers and donated to the

fotr tawwres badly it by the eruption, namely,
Agancilli, Laurel, San Nicolas and Tazl,
*Giad to see that there's a community
participation init. That's the social ROL It's
priceless,” Lee said, while revealing the
clty government’s future plan ta sell the
eco-toncrete praducts cammeecially once the
adjacent 5,0005q m property is acquired this
year for the expansion of the faciity,
“The contractars of dity govemment's

on the demand for the product. Drojects have agreed to patronize out products.
Capacity-wise, the Ecopark can S0 we vl 1ot them the eucess supgly 1o
aceomemartate 75 tans of sulid waste every the LU requirements. Of course, thit will be
day. I terms of production, it can make ua to anether income for the city, which can be used
7,000 exo beicks or 2,000 holiow blocks per for the Ecopark's aperational expenses. b that
day {10-howr) of operation. From July 2017 wiay, it will bacome seif-sustaining,” he added.
10 June 2021, the facility aiready produced = e i o These faciitiesare just some of the
mareof less 1,131.750 eco bicks and 240,000 " of this bull ¥ | initat (ty
holow blocks. y of Biar. Othersinclude the iring of ot
Vihat makes the eco brick pro- Bifian Ciry A, Centrol & Communicati uwhpmdu!mfualmlngmdm
: TR " o pi i it N
30 percent by volume or 0.0012 percent by WMW“W'W anmmtmuntmqﬂw
weight which is equivalent to 0.03 kilogram. MRS anvd eco-gardens, aswellas the ity Organic
Thius, 20 kilograms of plastic wastes are A portionof the bindegradabls waste Farr; instaliation of rver trashtraps and ST in
diverted for a day’s aperation, Its spinoff, the 0 d i the {iy Publ the (ity Public Market and Gty Hall Compourd;
revohutionary Taal brick, i composed of 2 Langhia Market such a5 veqetable and it energizing the ity with 30 percent solar power,
mixture of the vadeane's ashfall (40 pascent), trimmings 3% processed to compeetisol aperation of an 2k ey ingequip
enreddad plastics (30 percent], white sand {20 fonerinthe atter facility and th ib i {Differentiz] Cotical Abserption Spectmscopy)
parcent), and cernent and water (10 parcent). thie DT O the avesane, this P7 million sisecan g installed by the EME; impiementation of
“It's really innovative,”the CENRD produge three tons of compost permeeith Bifln sokay,” he poined our Al the sy Frelhoodprog itk
afficial nated, adding that it's mare arehpk(e,""“‘*“"“""" i i3l handiraft making under the Gender and
ecenomical or lmost halfthe price of a Job opportunities mmwmmmmm Developrrent Offics operaticn o mechanzed
commercial brick and brings savings to them. ‘THESE binkogical facilities not only help Initiatives ace up treet sweepers; refocati |
“We doa't buy more sand with cur utiization peotect the environment, but also provide a m:mgamagemxmm farnibies kg riverbanks, coestline of Laguna
of the ashfall, residuals or shredded single use green pasture far the people. Bawnnﬂvmsulucfmzmyswme uhanddmgeza,mmmm
plastics 35 added raw materia’s.” The Ecapark, for instance, is d by Study, each i palgT; 25 well 28 comstant
Apart from being an MR, the Ecapark 15 emplayees compased of sorters, machine Bifanensehas .3 iligrams pet capita ] actiilios and enf af local
‘lsa doubles a6 & transfer station where and heavy equipment operators and helpers waste generation daily. Given the fatest official such a5 the Anti-Littering
the residual wastes Brought by the city and supervised by the CERAD. Eighty percenterl2 population count of 407,437, per the official Law, Seqregation 2t Source, etc.
barangay trash gatherers are subjected for of them were foymer scavengers. censuzs of the Prilipgine Statistics Authesity in Susch effarts eamed for the City of Bifian
Tastsorting and collection by the private “Ina wey, it uplifts their status n ife. 2020, Bifan's waste generation fs at 148,307 115 2017, 2078 and 200 Seals of Good Loca!
garhage comtractoe for dispesal inte 2 samitary From picking 12p garbage an the streets, kilograms or roaghly 150 tans per day. Governance; the 2018, 2075, 2120 and 2021
Iandfi. It was designed in 2 way that the they now have 2 stable job. And they are Mmmewwhﬂnnmmm Platinam Award an Manita Say Rehabilitatii
wastecarried by the LGU qarbage trucks oneo(mepnarltybenefma(mfmlhw:y ghiy 60 percent ar S0 tons Envi | Coeripliance Audit of the
are moved directly into those of the private g project—Villa of ther Depar finteriarand Local Govemment:
garhage contractor 50 a5 bo avaid the physical M;ulla—ln Bgy,Smhmm. Lee sald. ‘Thusear:hungsoidlnjmk;inps, the 2019 Kampesning Lz Award gieen ythe
cantact of the trash with the MRS pavement! The trassfer station and the ompesting reused and made into et rices at the Laguna Lake Development Authority during
ﬂurqu.Trd;lsmemlnnalfnrlihwrsadly fxinylnﬂmgm DelaPa:MLaanm [mparl,andlhzmmmrwduudmnux the Weeld Yfater Cay wards; the 2019 8est LGU
Dur beop dgetesd fram P4 il are dbythe 1 factity, ete,” he said, while Solid Waste Managementimplementer in the
P mill Judngthebic making tr:(lt;(mmru‘ty.lmwfﬁcmﬁ&- mmg daeremammql&pumuwmm mdmmww
omponent and operation of the MRE” he shared. workers under the CEHAQ, respectively. i by the city' tots own ding, Waste
To complement this, anather transfer 2 landfilin Calgmba, "Smnlhalmlfg:ity mwmmmam
satiomwasesublishedin By belaPaz e Well city wastes has savings in waste disposal expenit gritionby the Deg i
LU, likewise, bailt in 2018 a City Composting THEIR hard labor and dedication 1o work i and Wakural Resoustes-EMB of the dity for
Factyloceted in Brgy, Langiiwa, complete.~ and mother nature are complemented Snm% ROf,futtn‘e plans havig utandingpracke o 50 Wi
nmmhlﬁlngmmmwedw mllhnhemygmmmm‘smpar ip ghiits “ca-bricks
g EMB) F ior: of the laws and constant lve the pifing garb | .\Wg’pqmwl&thmm
g with [ane i These, in tarn, mmmmmm ﬂthg.plwﬂxmgm
mays:mmmv&rmmmm have terned the table in 5o far as waste its many RO ipeling, indeed, aeea
the EMB), four shredding r isconcerned. Presently, almest all public sthooks uﬂmm&ﬂ!'ﬁwwmmmw
EME] and oth g equip “ha present, the garbage siuation here in grounds in the city were paved by the eco- alive and kicking.
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Bike

The Quezon C‘E governmetrt has
:Jhpenedanewblcy arkandtrallsat

(PCDF aspartofltsbldto mote

d en aces for residents. i
Bl immm,awm

mbelngdevelopedbyﬂ'teaty

public recreational area mhhm_m’ch :

: m}fpr }oyBeIn'mnte’s 14-p
d aliveable, gmmagsfﬂwﬁﬁ

the blkgtypa!Fwﬂ also have a

bambaogaﬂqi:nc:egpark an open-air mu-

seum and a nursery, among others.

; onte created a technical

wor in gm:ptaskedmthihemdewiop--

mentof the fc np into a public open
space for recmatlmal and eny _

“nit me

it has estab
B purp _--tectednaﬂonalanda bike lanes as well
:E%ig‘: BﬂmPa’rkmproofhothe' . A

_mte?:natlonal commuruty that Quezon

tycancreabensafeandgreenmnunw
an area of mounds of
ity is now pleasant and
onal activities,” Belmonte
sa:d in a statement in Filipino yesterday.
The PCDF Bike Park will ﬁave four
designated routes utilizing its asphalt
roads and off-road trails. -
These include a 900-meter “]
route” with three detours I

to “view

‘deck route” with a scenic view o ﬂxeparh

The other two routes are the “beginner
trail” and the “perimeter trail,” which
feature trails for mountain biking, gravel
mﬁanﬁnuldsteepmmmand_

d 167 kilometers of pro-

as 15 bike ramps strategically located in

to ensure the safety of |

vernment said that to date, for

ark rises at former Payatas dump

the city’s overpasses and underpasses.
~ AsofAp rﬂ,ﬂreﬁtzhasover 200 parks
and open spaces. goal of Belmonte’s
administration is to double this number
by 2030.

The city government said its engineer-
ing department, together with private
partner Woodfields Consultants Inc,, is

- conducting a geotechnical mveshgatmn

and slope stability analysis of the "CDF

e area.

The city government said that the
is, so far, revealed that under nor-

'malcondltlons with no extensive rzinfall

or any seismic activity, the “Old Mound”

and portions of the landfill can be ut lized

various activities such as biking, jog-
ging and zumba, “but with strict limita-
tions on the number of visitors to avoid
cm%dmg - EIizabethMamelo
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Dangerous heat experlenced
in 15 areas on May 7
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By ELLALYN IJE VEI!A-RHIZ

Fifteen locatwns had heat indi-
ces above the “danger” threshold

the monitoring of the Phlllﬂplne :

Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical ngces Admmlstratmn

(PAGASA).

on Sunday, May 7, according‘to

PAGASA d%ﬁnes the heat 3 2

Dangerous heat experienced
in 15 areas on May 7 1«

_indnx- as the measurement of how
hot it feels when relative humid-

ity is factored in with the actual air

temperature.
The areas with the highest heat
mdices observed on Sunday were

City, Albay (44°C); Zamboanga City,
Zamboanga del Sur (44°C); Aparri,

(43°C); Iba, Zambales (43°C);
Infahta, dezon {43"(:) Masbate City,

?!aahaﬂe (43°C); Roxas City, Capiz
e

”); Catarman, Northern Samar
; Dagupan City, Pangasinan

(42° g, Laoag City, Ilocos Norte
(42°C); Ninoy Aquino International
Ail Pasay City (42°C); San Jose,

al Mindoro (42°C); and

lit, Ilocos Sur (42°C).
ASA said heat indices be-
tween k‘-.z“f: and 51°C carry impending

g, Zamboanga del Norte (45°C);
Daet, Camarines Norte (44°C); Legazpi

“danger” as “heat cramps and heat

exhaustion are likely” and “heat

stroke is probable with continued
&Ctivity. n

Based on PAGASA’s data, the high-
est heat index recorded since March 1,
2023, was 4£9°C on April 16 in Guiuan,
Eastern Samar. .

In the next 24 hours, PAGASA said

‘the Kalayaan Islands will have cloudy

skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms due to a low pressure

area.

It warned of moderate to occa-
sional heavy rains that could cause
flooding or landslides in the Kalayaan
Islands.

Meanwhile, the rest of the coun-

try will continue to experience partly

cloudy to cloudy weather with isolated

rain showers or localized thunder-
storms due to the easterlies.
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