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DENR chief meets
with US·council

·on climate change
Environment SecretaryMa- .

ria Antonia Yulo-Loyzagahas
met with officialsofthe United
StatesCouncilonEnvironmen-
tal Quality to explore possible
areas of cooperation between
the Philippines and the US on
climate mange.

Yulo-Loyzaga was part
of the official delegation of
President Marcos during his
officialvisit to Washington.

She also met with profes-
sors of George Mason Uni-
versity in Virginia as part of
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources'
continuous consultation with

. international experts.
According to Yulo-Loyza-

ga, the DENR has been re-
framing its plans, programs
and policies based on data-
driven science and systems
approaches. -

Yulo-Loyzaga joined Mar-
cos in several bilateral meet-
ings aimed to expand the
two countries' cooperation on
several key areas, including
environmental protection and
climate action.

She was present during
Marcos'meeting with Maxeon
Solar Technologies, a global
leader in solar technology and
innovation, which operates in
the country under the name of
Sunpower Philippines Manu-
facturing Ltd. Maxeon Solar
plans to expand its operations
in the country and invest $900
million for solar energy in-
novations.

BillMulligan, CEOofMax-
eon which operates in all
global markets including the
Maxeon brand in the United
States, Canada and Japan,
said the investment will pro-
vide more than 3,000jobs in .
the next years.

Mulligansaid they are start-

ing the expansion of their
research and development
facility in Cavite, providing
around 2,000engineering jobs
in the area.

Maxeon, which also has
major manufacturing facili-
ties in Malaysia and Mexico,
has been operating in the
Philippines since 2003. It
opened its first factory at the
Laguna Technopark in Bifian
City in 2004, and now has
seven projects in Bifian con-
sisting of manufacturing, IT
and logistics.

Maxeon has trained a
skilled local workforce of
managers and solar engineers
in the Philippines numbering
more than 1,000.

The Marcos administra-
tion has continued to pursue
measures and policies to
ensure the availability of
cheap and reliable energy
through the promotion and
utilization of renewable en-
ergy sources.

Yulo-Loyzaga said the
DENR welcomes efforts and
innovations from experts in
the field of clean energy.

She vowed that the DENR
and the Department of En-
ergy would continue to work
together to tap available sup-
port for the country's clean
energy, climate and develop-
mentgoals.

At the same time, Yulo-
Loyzaga underscored the
importance of accessible and
affordable energy, the avail-
ability of feasible alternative
technologies for the country
to achieve a net-zero emis-
sion future, and the United
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal 7 which calls for
affordable, reliable, sustain-
able and modem energy for
all by 2030. - Bella Cariaso
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DENR TO REFORM EXISTING
POLICIES TO PREVENT OIL SPILLS

By Jane Bautista
@janebautistaINQ

The Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) is looking to reform
existing policies to prevent
future oil spills as it recent-
ly held discussions with local
shipowners to form a techni-
cal working group.

"We need to prevent the
risk and that needs to be
translated in the policies,
in the processes, and in the
technical capacities of the
people that are actually im-
plementing these laws," En-
vironment Secretary Anto-
nia Loyzaga said in a recent
statement.

According to the DENR,
the shipping operators have
reached out to the environ-
ment chief to see how they
could support the agency in
preventing and responding to
future disasters.

Based on the discussions,
they identified the classifica-
tion of ships and the number
of permits issued for specific
purposes as one of the gaps in
the existing policies.

"I have discussed with
them the importance of iden-
tifying the gaps organization-
ally, functionally, legally, and
policy-and practice-wise so
that we can prevent anoth-
er oil spill from happening
again," Loyzaga said.

More than two months
after a fuel tanker sank off
the coast of Oriental Min-
doro, the Philippine Coast
Guard said the oil spill clean-

up was still ongoing.
The DENR estimated that

a total of P7 billion worth of
marine resources might po-
tentially be affected by the
massive oil spill.

"The total area extent of
the three' ecosystems (man-
grove areas, seagrass beds
and coral reefs) that fall with-
in the oil spill trajectories
across the three provinces is
estimated to hold an econom-
ic value of around P7 billion,"
the DENR Biodiversity Man-
agement Bureau said; refer-
ring to the provinces of Ori-
ental Mindoro, Palawan and
Antique.

However, the actual value
of the habitats affected by the
spill has yet to be determined,
as it would be based on on-
ground validation through
habitat impact assessments
and further economic valua-
tion exercises.

Liza Osorio, legal and
policy director of Oceana
Philippines, in a webinar
pointed out that based on
Republic Act No. 9483, the
liability of oil spill pollution
from ships could be mea-
sured through the cleanup
operations expenses at sea
or on shore.

The damages also in-
clude expenses for preven-
tive measures, consequen-
tial loss or loss of earnings
suffered as a direct result
of an incident, and the pure
economic loss or loss of
earnings sustained by the
fisherfolk and tourism sec-
tor. (NQ
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T ER I. A photo ofthe capsized MV Hong Hai 189 which has sunk in .
waters off Bataan. The Philippine Coast Guard said the vessel released about 30 to 50 liters of
oil and other mixed substances: peG Facebook page

Coast Guard: Capsized dredger
sinks, spills oil off Bataan waters
By Charles Dantes

THE Philippine Coast Guard (PCG)
said Sunday that the capsized MY
Hong Hai 189 has sunk in waters
off Mariveles, Bataan,' and'rele~sed

about 30 to 50 liters of oil and other
mixed substances.

The MY Hong Hai, a Sierra Leone-
registered dredger, sank 400 yards
away from Sisiman Lighthouse in

Next page

The MY Hong Hai 189 came from
Botolan, Zambales and had 20 crew
members on board. The MT Petite
Soeur left the port of Mariveles, Bataan
before the incident, the PCG said.

Earlier, the Department of the Inte-
rior and Local Government (DILG) and
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources (BFAR) said they are mapping
out plans to help local government units
affected hy the massive oil spill in Ori-
ental Mindoro last February.

DILG Secretary Benjamin Abalos,
Jr. has recommended to President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. that fishing areas be
shared after meeting with local leaders

~ affected fishermen in the area.

"The DILG and BFAR will adopt a
cluster approach to ensure that all af-
fected fishers will have a place to go
and congestion in one fishing area will
be avoided," Abalos said.

The DILG chief said affected munici-
palities of San Teodoro and Baco may
do their fishing in the municipal waters
of Paluan and Abra De Bog in Occiden-
tal Mindoro. Tayabas Bay and Mindoro
Strait are also proposed as fishing areas
for the two affected municipalities.

On the other hand; those in Calapan
City, Naujan, and Pola will also be al-
lowed to go fishing in the municipal
waters of Boac, Gasan in Marinduque,
as well as Tayabas Bay.

Municipalities of Pinamalayan, Glo-
ria, and Bansud can fish in the munici-
pal waters of Concepcion 10 Romblon
and portions of Mindoro Strait.

The last cluster, which includes
fishermen of Bongabong, Roxas,
Mansalay, and Bulalacao, can go fish-
ing in Tablas Strait and the municipa
waters of San Jose and Magsaysay in
Occidental Mindoro.

Abalos said this sharing could go on
until fish samples in the affected areas
are okay.

Aside' from identifying alternative
fishing grounds, the D1LG will also
review policies on the management of
municipal waters.

Coast...
FromAl

Mariveles at around 5:21 a.m. on Sat-
urday, after colliding with the MT Pe-
tite Soeur, a a Marshall Island-flagged
chemical and oil product tanker in the
waters off Corregidor Island.

PCG Station Bataan and the Ma-
rine Environmental Protection Unit
helped install oil spill booms and
absorbent bags.

Tbe PCG reported the collision of the
two vessels an April 29. Three people
died, two were still missing, while IS
others were rescued.
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EASTERN SAMAR TOWN EYES RAPS VS CHINESE VESSEL
By Joey Gabieta
@joeygabietaINQ

GUIUAN, EASTERN SAMAR-
Mayor Annaliza Gonzales-Kwan
of this town has started look-
ing into possible legal actions
against the owner and crew of a
Chinese vessel that ran aground
off Sulangan Island last April 19.

While there was no oil spill
in the area, Gonzales-Kwan said
that MV Zhe Hai 168, manned
by an all-Chinese 20 crew mem-
bers, damaged coral reefs and
other marine resources, the
amount of which has yet to' be
determined by authorities.

"We will only learn the extent
of the damage to our coral reefs
and seagrass once MV Zhe Hai
168 is completely refloated. They
(ship owner and crew members)
have to pay us, especially that
Guiuan is a protected area," she
said in an interview on May 2.

Master divers
MV Zhe Hai 168, loaded with

55,000 metric tons (MT) of nickel
ore valued at P300 million, was
on its way to China from Homon-
hon Island, also in Guiuan town,
when it encountered a strong sea
current that drove the ship to a

t
I

STUCK MV Zhe Hai 168 remains in shallow waters off Sulan-
gan Island in Guiuan, Eastern Samar, as shown in this April 28
photo, nine days after it ran aground and damaged corals in the
area. -PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GUIUAN MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

shallow portion of the sea
Gonzales-Kwan said dive

masters would be needed to
refloat the vessel led by Capt
Shangjun Jiang and it would like-
ly take weeks to do so due to the
strong water current in the area.

"MV Zhe Hai 168 ran
aground where the mouth of
the Pacific Ocean is. That was
why divers found it hard to re-
float the vessel because of the
strong current," she said.

Emir Mineral Resource Corp.,
which operates on Homonhon
Island where the nickel ore was

extracted, sought the services of
SMIT Salvage Singapore which
subsequently contracted its local
partner, the Manila-based Ma-
layan Towage and Salvage Corp.,
to refloat the ship.

Past incidents
Gonzales-Kwan said she was

informed that at least 14,000 MT
of nickel ore inside the vessel
have to be unloaded during the
refloating process estimated to
be completed on May 23.

The Chinese captain and
crew members of the vessel

R
opted to stay inside MY Zhe
Hai 168 while waiting for the re-
floating procedures.

This was not the first time
that a Chinese vessel encoun-
tered a problem in the waters off
Guinan's island . lage of Suluan.

On Jan. 26, Kai Dai 899, a
vessel with seven Chinese crew
members, also drifted off the
island.

In August 2021, Chinese ves-
sel MY Ambition Journey which
was also hired by Emir Mining,
ran aground off Sulangan Island
due to engine trouble.

The local government was
able to collect Pn million from
Emir Mining for the damage the
vessel caused to coral reefs. Of
the amount, P5 million went to
the local government, P1 million
to Sulangan village and e re-
maining P5 million to the Guiuan
Protective Management Office.

The Guiuan Protected Land-
scape and Seascape, also known
as the Guiuan Marine Reserve,
covers the Guiuan Island Group
located off the coast of Guiuan
town. The town's water was re-
proclaimed as a protected land-
scape/seascape in 1994 under the
National Integrated Prote ed Ar-
eas System Act of 1992.INQ
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'House fast-tracking bill on salt industry revival'
.By JOVEE MARIE N. DELA CRUZ

W @joveemarie

THE House of Representatives
. is now fast-tracking its delib-
erations on a substitute bill

aimed at boosting domestic salt
production, in support of the gov-
ernment's drive to save this dying
industry, a senior lawmaker said
on Sunday.

Camarines Sur Rep. LRay Villa-
fuerte said that a technical working
group (TWG) of the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Food
has been "working double-time" on
the draft substitute bill proposing
a comprehensive plan to revitalize
the salt industry.

Villafuerte expressed the hope
that the committee would be able to
endorse to the plenary soon enough
a final bill revitalizing the salt indus-
try, in time for its House approval
before the 19th ,Congress ends its
first regular session on June 2.

This substitute measure being
drafted by the panel is a consolida-
tion of six same-topic bills, includ-
ing House Bill (HB) 7357, which
Villafuerte had introduced with
fellow CamSur Reps. Luis Miguel
Villafuerte and Hiyoshi Anthony
Horibata plus Bieol Saro Rep. Brian
Raymund Yamsuan,

"Considering the expansive
coastlines of the Philippines, it truly
baffles us why our archipelago was
reported in 2021 to be producing
only 7 percent of the national salt
requirement and importing the oth-
er 93 percent equivalent to around
550,000 MT [metric tons]," he said.
"Hence, we are hoping that new leg-
islation would enable our moribund
salt industry to become competitive
once more in both the domestic and
international markets." .

"Our goal is for the Congress to
help the Marcos administration
revitalize the local salt industry
by providing it with the right gov-
ernment support service~ for its
protection and direction, specifi-
cally those that involve production
and development."

The revival of the salt industry
is one of the priority measures of

President Marcos .
Both chambers of the Congress

are on their summer break and are
set to reopen on Monday.

Villafuerte traced the local salt-
making industry back to the 18th
century, saying there was a time
when Las Pifias and Malabon were
the top salt producers before Pangas-
inan eventually became the country's
leading area for salt production.

Among the topics discussed by
the TWG during its recent second
meeting were the identification of
priority areas for salt production,
requirements for the exportation of
local salt, possible tax breaks and the .
implementation of the salt iodization
law or Republic Act (RA) 8172.

During that second TWG meet-
ing, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
R@sources(BFAR)Officer-in.Charge
(OIC) Dernosthenes Escoto said one
of the goals in reviving the industry is
to raise domestic production of salt,
which is 11 percentlocallyproduced
.and 89 percent imported.

Escoto had supported the propos-
als to reclassify salt as an agricultural

. commodity instead of as a mineral,
and to place the salt industry under
the supervision of BFAR.

At the same meeting, Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Undersecretary
Ignatius Rodriguez did not object to
this proposal to place the salt indus-
try under the jurisdiction of BFAR.

Masterplan
IN HB 7357, Villafuerte and its
three other authors have proposed
the creation of an interagency Phil-
ippine Salt Industry Development
Council (PSIDC) to craft as-year·
masterplan to expand areas devot-
ed to salt-making, boost domestic
salt output, promote investments
in this sector and market Philippine
products made from this essential
nutrient, among others.

As proposed by Villafuerte's
, group, the PSIDC will craft a Phil-
ippine Salt Industry Development
Roadmap (Roadrnap) comprising
programs and projects for the de-
velopment and management, pro-
cessing, utilization, business devel-

opment, and commercialization of
Philippine salt.

This proposed PSIDC will pro-
vide the overall policy and program
directions and coordinate the ac-
tivities of the various agencies and
instrumentalities. to ensure the
implementation, accomplishment,
periodic review and enhancement
of the road map.

Villafuerte said he and his fellow
authors have proposed that the road
map focus on expanding salt-pro-
ducing areas, ensuring sustainable
production and harvesting in these
areas, promoting investments in salt
industry development programs,
advancing market access for Philip-
pine salt products locally and inter-
nationally, and providing continuous
training and capacity-building in salt
industry development.

They also said the road map aims
to extend technical and financial as-
sistance for the development, pro-
cessing.commercialization and mar-
keting of Philippine salt products;
require the use of locally-produced
salt in the fertilization of coconut

. farms by the Philippine Coconut
Authority (PCA); provide technical
and financial assistance in the 10-

. cal design and fabrication of high-
capacity processing equipment for
this industry; and develop categories
of salt-farming areas into places for
artisan salt production, gourmet salt
production, iodized salt production
and salt ecotourism sites.

Villafuerte had traced the de-
cline of the salt industry to the rat-
ification of the Philippines of the
GeneralAgreement on Tariffs and
Trade in 1994, which was seen as
the reason for the influx of cheap
salt imports and enactment of RA
8172, or the Act for Salt Iodization
Nationwide Law in 1995, which
required the addition of iodine to
salt to address the country's mi-
cronutrient malnutrition.

"The capital requirement for the
machinery and technology for salt
iodization was a heavy burden for
local salt makers, leading many of
them to drop one by one and shift
to other livelihood sources," said
the authors in their bill.
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'UNRELENTING SALE' OF LEAD-BASED
PAINT PRODUCTS DEPLORED

AN environmental group called out
the "unrelenting sale" of spraypaints

, with high lead content despite a
national ban,

The EcoWaste Coalition said the
. leaded paints were actually being

marketed as "lead-free,"
, In a statement, the group said that
based on tests it conducted Monday,
May I, 2023, there were seven old

: and new variants of a paint brand on
sale in Calooam City that violated
the ban on the use of lead on all
types of paints as per Administra-
tive Order 2013-24 or the Chemical
Control Order for Lead and Lead
Compounds of the Department of
Environment and Natural resources
(DENR),

One of the items purchased
was a medium yellow spray paint,
which the government banned in
2020, along with 36 other aerosol
paints, which allegedly exceeded
the 90 parts per million (ppm) lead
content limit

According to the chemical
screening performed by the group
using a handheld Olympus M
Vanta Series X-Ray Fluorescence
(XRF) device, the seven green and
yellow paint products contained
lead above 90 ppm.

The group said the old 400-rnl
spraypaint carriesthe "no Pb" picto-
gram (Pb is the chemical symbol for
lead), while the new 250-rnl paint
aerosol is labeled 'lead free.•

I ,

"The old variants, sold for a
. discounted price of P66.50 each

(P95.00 before), were manufactured
in 2020 and the new variants costing
P68.00 each were manufactured in
2021 and 2022, way past the phase-
out deadlines for lead-containing
decorative paints in 2016 and lead
containing industrial paints in
2019/ it said.

Both the old and new variants
provided no information about the
company that manufactured, im-
ported or placed the product in the
local market, as well as the country
where the product was made.

According to independent labo-
ratory tests commissioned by the
&oWaste Coalition in 2022, nine

,x paint products were among the 85
analyzed with lead content ranging
from 1,700 to 85,800 ppm.

Lead is a toxic metal used in paint
to give it color, make it opaque,
protect it from degradation due to
exposure to sunlight, make it dry
faster, and inhibit rust or corrosion.

Alternatives to lead-based pig-
ments, driers and anti-corrosive
agents are commercially available
and have been used to produce lead- .
safe-paints.

As stated in the 2022 report
"Imported Lead-Containing Spray
Paints Sold in the Philippine Mar-
ket" published by the EcoWasteCo-
alition and the International Pollut-
ants Elimination Network (IPEN),

"socially responsible paint manu-
facturers have shifted to non-lead
pigments, driers and anti-corrosive .
agents in order to prevent children's
exposure to lead from paints, aswell
as to reduce workers' exposures to
lead-based paint hazards. "

According to the Global Al-
liance to Eliminate Lead Paint,
"lead can cause serious impacts
on human health, including
permanent brain and nervous
system damage, problems with
kidney function, and blood and
reproductive damage," adding
"children under 6 yeai:s of age,
and pregnant women (whose
developing fetus can be exposed)
are especially vulnerable."

Toprotect vulnerable populations
from lead exposure, the EcoWaste
Coalition urged paint manufactur-
ers, importers and distributors to
only offer duly verified lead-safe
produ'cts; retailers to only stock
paints with no added lead and to
take wrongly labeled lead-freepaints
off the shelves; online shopping
platforms to delist non-compliant
paint product listings; consumers
to ask for and use lead-safe paints
and contractors; and workers and
others to refrain from disturbing
surfaces coated with leaded paints
and to observe proper lead-based
paint removal to avoid scattering
lead-containing paint chips and
dust. FRANCIS EARL CUETO
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Maynilad projects underway
to boost water supply amid EINino

Maynilad Water Services Inc. said that
various projects are underway to boost
the water supply for its customers, par-
ticularly those in Las Pifias and Parafiaque
City, and minimize the impact of the El
Nino phenomenon.

According to the water concessionaire,
among the supply augmentation projects
is the reactivation of eight deep wells.

As of March 2023, the eight deep wells

were generating at least 5.6 milliliters per
day. Maynilad said it targets to source 32
mld from 66 deep wells by the end of the
year.

Aside from the deep wells, Maynilad
said it is also building at least four modu-
lar treatment plants in Cavite: two each in
Imus and Bacoor.

"The two modular treatment plants
Turn to Page 5
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from a creek that carries the runoff from BGe.
"I was intimately involved in the renovation and improve-

ment of the water conservation/ recovery system of the course
in 2005 to 2015. In late 1998 to early 2000, we experienced a
similar heatwave and water problem in the metropolis, and
the authorities then began clamping down on water usage
and golf courses were an obvious target ... "

Raoul said they renovated the course and "increased the
size of their aquifer capacity in four areas namely, lake/hole
14 - 10 million gallons, hofe/lake 13 - two million gallons,
hole / lake 16- three million gallons, and utilized the old water
tank on old hole 3 - two million gallons. This was precisely
to store and reuse our water .

. "The National Water Resources Board (NWRB) closed all
the deep wells on the property so we had to find ways to
store and more importantly reuse our water. We also built a
wastewater treatment plant nextto hole flake 14, as it also was
connected to the runoff area of BGC's canals. We also had an
irrigation system installed that is computer driven to know
exactly which areas of the course need more water so we do
not waste water by just watering at random.

"In fact, Manila Golf was cited by no less than the NWRB
for having a wastewater treatment facility to irrigate the golf
course in 2008 and asked other golf courses to follow the
design of our waste water treatment. '

"All fairways and greens are self-reliant. We are only al-
lowed, to use water that went back into the ponds flakes from
rain and actual sprinkler use, as well as runoffs from BGC
that were treated (grey water) and excess from the clubhouse
kitchen and bath water drains.

"The only water we ,get from the concessionaire is for
bathing and cooking for the clubhouse kitchen. And that's
subsequently recycled." .

Iam told Wack Wack and Ayala Alabang have similar water
systems. Maybe the MWSS official was thinking of the smaller
golf courses, notably those with the military that must adjust
their water use to this looming crisis. .

Imagine this heat and not a drop to drink ... or take a nice
cool bath with. Water is now as precious as gold.

Boo Chanco's email addressisbchanco@gmail.com. Follow
him on Twitter @boochanco

1=.1
CARTOON
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Maynilad FromPage1

in Imus will be operational within 2023
while the two modular treatment plants
in Bacoor will be operational by the fourth
quarter of 2024," Maynilad said.

Maynilad said that the Anabu modular
treatment plant will generate 5.5 mld by
May 2023 and 18 mld by September 2023;
Julian modular treatment plant, four mld by
October 2023; Molino modular treatment
plant, five mld by the third quarter of 2023;
and Ligas modular treatment plant, 18mld
by the fourth quarter of 2024.

It said that a new water treatment plant
will be built in Parafiaque City that can
generate at least five mId.

According to Maynilad, efforts are also
being made to recover water from leak
repairs and replacement of old pipes.

"At least 64 mld were generated from
,January to April 2023. The target recovery
by yearend is 100 mld, 79 mld from the
north, like the Angat-Ipo water system and
21 mld from the south," Maynilad said.

Maynilad said that it is also tapping the
cross border supply through the purchase
of treated water from Manila Water by
tapping points in the distribution system.

"To date, at least 24.65 mld were gener-
ated from five tapping points as there are
plans to increase volume purchased with
cooperation of Manila Water," it said.

At the same time, Maynilad said that.
it is now developing the Poblacion Water
Treatment Plant, the third treatment plant
sourcing raw materials from Laguna Lake.

Maynilad said it targets to generate
at least 50 mId from the Poblacion Water
Treatment Plant and full 150 mId by first
quarter of 2024.

In an earlier interview with The STAR,
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage
System (MWSS) Administrator Leonor
Cleofas said that the agency does not
see a possible water shortage after the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA) raised the El Nifio alert amid
the threat of the dry spell.

According to the weather bureau, EI
Nifio will start in June, July and August and
may persist until the first quarter of 2024.

Cleofas added that Metro Manila cus-
tomers, particularly those being serviced
by Maynilad, will not experience another
rotating water interruption.

"If ever, the worst-case scenario is there
will be a decrease in the-water pressure,"
Cleofas said.

Cleofas added that while the National
Water Resources Board only approved the
52 cubic meters per second (ems) allocation
until May, the MWSSregularly conducts as-
sessments on the water level ofAngat Dam.

"Even though the approval of 52 ems is
up to May, we regularly meet every two
weeks to assess the current situation. So,
ahead of time we will be able to really as-
sess the current situation at Angat Dam,"
Cleofas added. '

Maynila customers in Manila, Quezon
City, Makati, Calo-
ocan, Pasay, Para-
fiaque, Las Pifias,
Muntinlupa, Valen-
zuela, Navotas and
Malabon; the cities
of Cavite, Bacoor
and Imus and the
towns of Kawit,
Noveleta and Ro-
sario in Cavite had
experienced at least
eight to 14 hours of
daily water cut off
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in the latter part of March and first two
weeks ofApril.

"As of now, we don't see a possible
water shortage, but we stillneed to be con-
cerned about water conservation as based
on the projectionofPAGASA,the impact of
ElNino willbe on the later part of this year
and next year.Wewillhave an opportunity
to refillour dams," Oeofas said.

As of 6 a.m. on Sunday, the water level
of Angat Dam dropped to 194.04meters
or 0.16meters less compared to its previ-
ous level of 194.20meters.

Angat Dam supplies more than 90
percent of Metro Manila's potable water
needs and provides for the irrigation
needs of 25,000 hectares of farmlands in
Bulacan and Pampanga.

Fishers' group
worry over EI Nino

Meanwhile, a leader of fishers' group
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Ma-
mamalakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya)
yesterday expressed apprehension at
the impending impact of the El Nino
phenomenon on the country's fisherfolk.

In a radio interview, Pamalakaya na-
tional chairperson Fernando Hicap said
the livelihood of fisherfolk was already
affected by the reclamation and dredging
at Manila Bay.

"This early, we are already worried
about the effect ofElNino on the survival
of fishermen amid the high cost of living,
and the limited areas where small fishers
can fish because of various municipal
ordinances," Hicap said.

He added that fishers already lost 80
percent of their source of income amid the
ongoing reclamationprojectsatManilaBay.

"El Nino will exacerbate the situation
of the fisherfolk It will result in hunger for
many fishers," Hicap said.

"We've been pushing for a PiS,OOO
subsidy so that we can afford to go to the
deeper part of the oceans where the fish
are located," he added.

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources chief information officerNazario
Briguera has warned of increased inci-
dents of red tide and fish kill amid the
impending occurrence of El Nino.

"Red tide is a natural phenomenon.
What we can only do is close monitoring
of fishing areas to ensure that these are
negative of the red tide, and if there is an
outbreak ofred tide,we canimmediately is-
sue awarning to the public,"Briguera said.

He added that only shellfish and Aeetes
sp. or alamang are affectedby toxicred tide.

"Other marine resources are safeforhu-
man consumption," Briguera added.

At the same time, he said that fish
kill occurs due to the drop in the level of
water in the fishponds.

"This happens when the water level
in the fishponds drops, causing the dis-
solved oxygen level to also decrease,"
Briguera added.

He gave assurance thatmitigatingmeas-
ures are in place to prevent the incidents of
fish kill. - Bella Cariaso

DI\TE
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Water: Precious as gold
We take water for granted because we think we have so

much of it. .
True, we have a 16tof fresh water we are just throwing out.

to the Pacific Ocean, reason enough to build that Kaliwa Darn
so thirsty Metro Manila can use that precious resource. But
we can't seem to get the political will to do that. I imagine we
are also wasting so much water in many other parts of our
country due to the absence of proper water infrastructure.

Singapore, a country whose size is a lot smaller than Mega
Manila, gets its water from Iohor, Malaysia. The Malaysian

government would sometimes threaten
to cut off the water lifeline for political
or economic reasons. The Singaporeans
recognize this vulnerability and have
treated water availability as a national
security concern. .

For a country that has no watersheds,
Singapore has become the model of
water management for Southeast Asia.
Singapore also has the largest desalina-
tion plant in the region.

On the other hand, we in Metro Ma-
BOO CHANCO nila are almost totally reliant on Angat
eWWflKa1umvf¥%+1?+ Dam that sit~ o~ top of an active earth-

llill quake fault line:
The Singaporeans tackled their water problem in a sys-

tematic and .scientific way. The whole island of Singapore
is a catchment for rainwater. That means the rainwater that
drains from the streets Iand elsewhere ends up in areservoir,
Sewage or used water is recycled and treated into ultra-clean,
high-grade reclaimed water, cushioning Singapore's water
supply against dry weather and moving Singapore towards
water sustainability. .

They call the recycled water NEWater, and NEWater is
added into raw water reservoirs. The blended water under-
goes further treatment in conventional waterworks to create
drinking water. NEWater was introduced to the Singaporean
public in 2003.

An international group of experts in engineering, bio edi-
cal sciences, chemistry, and water technology also foun that
NEWater's quality was consistently safe and high, and well
within the WHO and US EPA's requirements for dri ing
water. Singapore is one place where you can drink the water
from your hotel bathroom faucet.

The World Resources Institute, World BaTIk,and even the
newly approved philippine Sewage and Sanitation Master
Plan completed in 2020 already identified NCR/ Calabarzon
and Central Luzon as areas with acute water crisis ... and what
are we. doing about it? Absolutely nothing. That's what we
get for electing idiots.

As Angat also supplies the irrigation requireme ts of
Bulacan, a drought situation will mean ,that our farmers in
Bulacan (and parts of Pampanga) may be told not to plant
for their second cropping season to ensure water for etro
Manila. This will impact on the livelihood of those f ers,
food security, and prices.

The only new water infrastructure for Metro Manila is Ricky
Razon's Wawa dam. The first phase of 80million liters per day
can start operations either this month or next. Balance in 2025.
But that's just the weir or water collection. We still need a treat-
ment plant and about five kilometers of conveyance pipes.

Water availability is also a critical consideration for attr cting
potential foreign investors. Water is an element in semiconductor
manufacturing. Water is critical to steel plants since steel-making
equipment all needs to be water-cooled. While steel plants do
not need super clean water, lack ofwater can stop the oper tions
of steel mills. .

Weirdly enough, the Manila Observatory actually projected
that Region 3 and NCR may receive higher than average rainfall
over the next 25 years. But without the proper infrastructure to
store and manage this water, water availability will continue to
be a concern. Our water problem is not because of scarci ,but
bad government management.

ElNifio will just make bad water management more severely
felt by us. .

But there is good news. Raoul Romulo, a not-so-distant
cousin on my mother's side from Camiling, Tarlac, wrote to let
me know that as far as the Manila Golf Club is concerned, the
greens are watered by a system of reclaimed water, incl ding

DEMANDAND
SUPPLY
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FAOmaps ou~EI Nino reqions,
5 duce ris

•IFAO'maps outEIN
'adies ion ;;to·'r

ROME~The Food
and Agriculture .

. . Organization of the
United.Nations (FAO) is
mappihg out the areas in
the globe-that' are especially
vulnerable to EI Nino and
preparing actiop,s tl!at could be
-taken to.mitigate its risks. .

, The F4qpoted.flm~>th~ protracred three-
Y\lllf p~~e o{La.NiM-:1s If\eving the
g1qb~ l\l\Iiospheric, scent: and is waking
way for'aJi\ely imminent transition to 'Ill

- Niflo, a meteorological "vent that typically
:.distributes weather pattems in the opposite

way.
La Nifla bas brought relief for- some

!kought:afilicted areas' suc1nls ltie Hoin
of Afrlca, but the opposite weather
phenomenon. could spell trouble for other
parts of Africa, Central America and l1ar
East Asia:, .

According to' a new report, by. FAO,
Southern Africa, Central America and the
Caribbeanandparts ofAsia are of particular
COIIceIlj.as a number of countries in these
regions already file" high levels of acute
food insectirity and key cropping seasons
fall under .the. typiCal EI. Nifio weather

~ or&l.A:onditions; , • _ FAO is already setting in motion ' initial advance in Step with the likelihood that
NortheroareasofSouthAmerica'arealso preparations to support affected countries. an EI Niflo event is brewing. FAO, OCHA

at risk to potential dryness, while Australia "Forecasts at this point are clear but : and'theWMOtogetherwith other partners
normally experiences spppressed rainfall. inevitably can only be put forth with low are monitoring the Situation to determine

"Early warnings mean that we have to confidence due to their low power during the countries at highest risk ~ in the
take early and anticipatory action, "I'd we the May-June-July period." explained year. .
will support our Members in these efforts, Oscar Rojas, F~O agro-meteorologist, While rain will be a welcome relief to
to the full, ex~imt reso~es. 'allow," said. ,EI Niflo events typiCljlly 0""", ev~ry farmers in Argentina and Near East Asia,
Rein Paulsen, head of:FAO's Office. for two!jl seven years, with La Nifla episodes. EI Nino can also cause severe flooding,

.Emergencies and Resilience. and neutral 'conditions Jilling the years which can harm agriculture and increase
In the wake of the EI NiflE. episode of in-between. Catalyzed hi a warming of the risk of disease. That's a particular

2015 end 2016, which affected over 60 Pacifi" Ocean waters, BI Niflo has a major risk FAO has exarnjned in relation to
ll1illion .people in aro~~-23. cOuntries, infIuepce-on ~ J1D4-preeipitation, East Africa, ::t!llhas fiuied four ycan
FAO ~ 'carefuitywotked with meinljer- ~ over·Di8nY parts of thnvorld, of ~e -. '~def!cils -and WRere
Da!ions-including many' of those: where \. driving ~e weather events including .recovery will at any rate take ~ long lime'
feed security is likely-to be impacfeElby the droyght, fl~g and !iouns< .' . even if rainfall finally returhs., '
corninj! ~1}:~:ifI<>:;1iIiil;ofhCrpN;ag~c~esto·; $hile, •ELJ;liIl.6 even!S anp ~ts . ~ustralia, Brazil and South Africa, all
establishl1l:tionpfans~dprgtoCllls.~:' :are ·neyer. a~, the .~roadly 'n'~cill.. major cereal produce~ and . exporters,
. Standard. operating q procedures .'patterns enhance predictable regional are among the countries at;:isk of dry

have been crafted .to expedite .timely consequences. FAO's approacb has been conditions, as are a host.of other countries
interventions such· as setting up to map changes in vegetation conditions in Central and West Africa, Southeast Asia
community seed stores, assessing st!l\tegtc across the globe's croplands and combine and the Caribbean.
food reServes aiid 1X>1st..-rmganimiil health this analysis with crop ciilendaiS_to 00iter .The inverse .risk, of excessive rainfall
surveillancecampaigus. understand how rainfall deficits may affect holds for' exporters such as Argentina,

FAO has developed anticipatory action prcduction=-the effects- of water stress Turkey and the United 'States of America,
protocols for drought in B~ Faso, vary throughout a crop's life cycle. This as well as fpr countries in Central Asia.
Chad, Niger, sOuthern Madagascar,. approach helps identify areas at higher EI Niflo typically .. raises the global
MaI!,wi. Zimbabwe, the Philippines, risk, or those where dry conditions impact average rtemperature and was associated
Pakistan and in central America, and is the entire crop cycle, and guides the type of will) the record high registered in 20'16,
ready to act early should the forecasts interventions that should be implemented. when various carbon-releasing calamities
ma~aIize. , _ lJoder the standard operating procedures occurred, including forest and peatland

Given the most recent forecasts that . for early action to EI NiiIoILa Nifla fires in Indonesia and billions of trees
have raised the likehhood- of iin EI Niflo episodes by tli~ UN Interagency Standing decimated by drought in the Amazon.
event occ)ming, from' June otlwards, .Co~ttee, IiIiticipatory aation initiatives .' FAO news



STRATEGIC BusinessMhTor
~

D D D
COMMUNICATION BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
AND STORY

INITIATIVES 0SERVICE A /Joodtrh:tIll~1Wness ~ 08 - 23

TITLE: PAGE DATE

Offshore miners' group says P
on track for full economic reco ery

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

~ @jol/lma)'/lga

THE Philippines is on the right
track to making a full eco-
nomic recovery in the next

five years, a group of offshore min-
ers boldly predicted.

In a statement, the Offshore Min-
ing Chamber of the Philippines Inc.
(OMCPI) expressed confidence the
Philippines is making headway to full
economic recovery due to the new ini-
tiatives that the country's chiefexecu-
tive is aggressively taking in the fieldpf
clean energy transition and the critical
green minerals it is employing to fight
climate change.

OMCPI Chairman Michael Ray-

mond R.Aragon reacted to the state-
ment of President Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr. during his recent speech in the
United States addressing the influen-
tial Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS) in Washington
before leaving for London to attend
the coronation of King Charles.

"TheClean EnergyTransition [CET)
that the world is attempting to do in
our common fight [against] Climate
Change will pave the way to our coun-
try's full economic recovery in the next
five years of the Marcos administra-
-tion," Aragon predicted.

"To advance our common climate
agenda ...energy and green metals co-
operation is an important piece of our
engagement and must be prioritized,"

Marcos was quoted as saying ..
"As President Marcos accurately

declared in his CSISspeech in Wash-
ington recently that critical green
minerals like cobalt and nickel just
to name a few that the world criti-
cally needs to transition from dirty
to clean energy source is abundant
in the Philippines," Aragon said.

"Our country is so blessed with
these critical green minerals that hu-
manity crucially needs in our clean
energy transition to fight climate
change and save mankind from spe-
cies extinction," h~ added.

However,Aragon said these critical
minerals must be mined in a clean and
green way to protect the environment.

"Unfortunately, our country does
riot possess these highly advanced and
expensive green technologies. Thus
we need to partner with countries like
Japan and the United States for the
Philippines to be involved in this novel
critical orrare mineral global trade and
industry. The new blue economy sector
[beyond just fishing] that our offshore
mining chamber is helping to develop
here locally is a cleaner mining option
for these abundant critical green min-
eral resources that the Philippines can
share with the whole world to fight the
globalclimate emergency,"Aragon said.

He said the organization supports
the Marcos's initiatives to get the Phil-
ippines actively involved in this critical
green mineral global trade and industry
for the Philippines to recover economi-
caIly"whileindoingso wealsohelpin the
fight versus worldwide climate change."
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Clean, green initiatives breathe new life into City ofBiftan
By RODERICK L. ABAD

CONTRIBUTOR
PHOTOS BY JERY JIMENEZ

ESIDESthe iconic puto-
.apparently with a livelyfestival
dedicated to celebrate the city's

popular' delicious version of this native rice
cake every 15th day of May-Bifian created
much buzz with the so-called ''Taal brick."

!hi< br"klllro,q, t.nlHriendly
c""ret. product.arn«l III<'tuntion nol
only heft bul~SO abroad whon' go;ned
.xtmJort local !lid fOl~gn mtd~ mi~ag.
righlaft"lII<"uplionoflhellll,U,,1
vokaooin III<worldlilt January 2020. Ihe
Ialttim. il ''l''O<Ie;lwas in 1m.

Bin•• was among lhe affected
neighbon"'l ""lOfT'" in aatl'gas wh••• ils
worId·"oown«I"'cano.,,,pleddmyea.
ag~ApkI""oflttamand!t!lhra bjanketed
this cityandtht sunoLllCllng arr:iI5with a
tt.t"'" of .11I,mud iWldf.lling debris
spewtd by III. oxplosionof iU main mte<
h",,_ti<.ndhydro¥Ol<iWlkO<ti¥ity.

S<eiIIg,"".,III;'g from tIIt_
ba!l.tl1en, tIIe';sionarymayorofBliiao,Atly.
Wilfre40R.IlimigtiaJr,wasil,,,,,r..
and rtSOIItCeIul•• ough toturn tile lragedy
mto an "",Oftunily. In f"~ beasked tile City
En~ronment and N.tur~ R""",, Offk.
~~RO),lodbyRodolioV. lee, '0 'ry mixing
tIIe"h1'"Wllhoth"~wmal"ialsoftlle"o
brickproduced,l lbe Billana" C.ntral.ed
Malerial Recov.ry,W"I.Pro<"'ing and
lransf"SUtionFac~hyorlbe[co",~.

'We!~i and had it lesl.d by an
iM.pe.dMt tOlting company •• d by Ih.
Depan"",.I.1 I<~n" •• d TKirnoloQl.
And ytS, it'S nrong" compared 10'
comm••<ial brick; belold in mixod fngIilh
.nd l.g.log dunng an Inl.m ••• with tile
a.si..,sMinol. "ThaI was th. ume wh ••
8iian-'mo"jlClpWr.'

Environmental degradation
litE f_ lhal TaalbMetbrought 10BIlla.
ls.pr,*ctolth.hardl.I>o<,boId,ffort,
•• d, of COU~', ".ati,lty 01tile succeeding
• dmlnlslrations. Ih.y brought ine <ii' bact
10 IiI. with. dean ',"'01IIdiOgand h,,'th,
tnrironmMt.

Downm.mo" ~n', Billanalso
had its ~Cllt of the ~Ijd waste problem
lac.d by many I"al g."rnmenl units
(LGU)in th. <oun~y at the lurn of the
<"'IUry. M.naging ~ well bee•••••
prtsslng COIIelTn as ripld urbanization and

industrializationamidpopulatlonlxploston·
'tSulled In a ga,b.g. crisis.

Thisrould beattributedlo Iho ~etof
..,ronmenl~ laws, !ecording 10Lee.Por
r.levant pfO'fisionsof R.publi<ActNo.mo,
odIerwise known as [he Government Code,
lbelGUlarem.inlyr"polllib/.IOfhandiing
soid wa~e in theirareas ofjuri~iaion. 80l
tM absence-of a I1itiooal framework on waste
management led to dofidorrt waste disposal
practi<esoftllelo<aliti,,-

"'So the!"! Weft no quidelint5. ThaI'~ why
indisaimirute dumping OftMMlng 01wastt
wm'l'frampar«,'htsaid.

Proofofwhidl were lbe ~rty roads
MIdoilier po!blicplaces ",d doQged drainage
"",lsandwa""'-.y>fiOed with. ma,sI¥e
•• Iume ofw"". dumped. Not10m•• tio~ of
(OI.U'Se,was tM toxicitJ of its cOtltaminants
lhalj!Ofl'rdized tho peoples' heallhand
polluted tho •• ,land and wal!l.

10addr",lhOloprobl.m',then.tio",'
gO'l.mmentenlorcedlh.E<ologi<aIS.lid
W.u. Manag••••• 1.1<1of2000 (Republic
AclorRA90031.Oea n Wal" Act(RA927S)
..d aean AirAct(RA8749) to shi<ldboth Ih.
•• Ylror••• nt.ndporblich,,1th.

The rise OrEOOpark
INtotn~ian<.Wlthlh""gre<n·poi<ie>
,nd"'pport 10 Ih. prolf(ti •• oflh.
environmUI andthe Wanila Bayafan
Up, Reh,bi,""lon and Prese r"tl ••
Programs. Binan implem~td SMraIec.o
IItf'WI6i11 its own way.

,nile by littl., .,,,,.II.d our .
10·year Solid Will. Man.g.m.nt Pla••
So we had guidelines 10 follow and now
belnglmplem!flled,·L.eempltasiz.d.

Pursuant 10RA9003 thaI provides
. 100lh.eslabr1Shmenlolan LGUMal.nal

R_ery Facity(MRFI, such an amen ii,
came into being in 2005. A(N rnonthsafter
it be<ame opet'ational, however. It bratt
downand was left non·functionaL Good
thing its rehabUitalioocam. during th. lim.
ofC~anMarlyn'l"·Ai<mle·
IUgulat ~ was I!~ized un1llMayorD1magul~

';"--':..~-- ,---
_, .: '" lit.... . ."'-;.. -; #C"-~" _. - '7...,-.....••...• .-

Jr.ord".d In lOll its r<Yi'l.1to what It iI
today-tbeEcoparL

Sealed •• a S,OOO-squa"mel" (sq m)
parctl of land """ed by tbe <ity"",rnment
in Blgy.r••bao, lhis P18miilion f",l'y
~rffl tlw comroonities in Biftan. With its
InstitlJbo",lilition. Ih.City HallequiWed
lt wih mod!m equipm •• t.nd madtirteries
",ch" ""YO)'« beh, fOf'ort~~ p"'SlIized
lirililerljlTl"rfOltr"tlnggarbage,a
payioader,be"ydulylllreddingnwmine>,
mechanized <01X!tleproduct ma\<rand
piasllcd"'ifierusedforreeydingKo",erling
"fuse"p'C1fical~pla'lkwasle,into
ul<fulprodumoras"wmaterialslorth.
production of (oocrete products.

Th.coll!(!~nand di,posal olsolid
wast. in Bman iIhandled by tile barill19'1',
LGUand a priv.!tecontr!elor.Apart from th,
city'Sc"'tt~ized Ecoparkand compost~g
faciity" well as lranhcolecring "hid!"
aI commumte haY!! their own MRFsand
garbag.tru<k.

HowdOHthe Ecopa~ work? Basically,
tile plaslic WoIlttslhal ar. brought to th.
Eropark by tile coy iWUIcommunity garbage
colle<torsundergo frna/ IOItiIg. Theyar. thon
stlf~fdafldused~rawmaterialsforthe
production of ,m brick' lik. 1", bric~ hol~w
11I000.and p"·,,n f"'ce~ among oIIIm.

Ih' production of lII«on",I' products
here takes a maximum of three days a week
!Monday,W,dnesday and Fridayl.On. daily
basil, it "'III at.gh' 10tOhour',dep •• ding
00 the demand for Ih. product

Capacily.wi",lhe'[copark"n
a((orrmodat~ 7S tonsof solid waste every
tIiJ. Int!1I11lof productioo,ttcan makluot.
1,lXll"obrict,or 2,OOOhoilowblocksper
day (10-llourl of operation. FromJu~ lOll
to~", lOll, tile f"utty a'Oi<ly produc.d
""'!t0l1",1,ll1,750ecobrictsiWUl140,OOO
hoIawbioctl.

What maI<esth.!<O briet pro-
enWOOm!l11is its plastic component at
JO p",,,,1 by",'um. orO.0011pe""tby
weightwhid1 is .qli'liknt toO.OI kilocJ~m.
Thus, 210 kil19i1ms of pLutl( wastes are
~""ed for. day's operation. I" spinoWoIh.
r""krtionarylaaibric~is<omp"""ofa
lIi"ur. ollh' "kano', ~hfall (40 p,rcenli,
,hredd,d plasocs (30 p"cenl), wh'. ;and QO
percentl, iWUI(lm",1 and water (10percentl.

'II'S realy ~novatiY""'he (ENRD
ofIicialnoted,.ddingthaltt',mor.
f(ooomical or almost half the pri<.eof a
cornm"cial brickand brinqsll'linqsl.lhont.
"Wt don't buy more Qndwith our Lrtilization
ofth,ashfal,residu.'sor_ed>ingl,use
p~1OO ".dded rawmal,,"I,'

Ajlart Irom b~ng an MI!F,lIIeEcopa.x
.'sodoubl"asa tr""f",I.tioo wh",
tho r"du~ w.n" broughl byth, city iWld
baranljlyuMljllherers.",ublecledfor
1a~,,"iIIg.ndcolectioa bytllepriYate
ljIitagtconiractOflordisp05alinto.sanitary
landfill. Itwas d!liqned i. a w.., lhal lho
waslecarri.d by the LGUgarbage bUcks
alt moved directly into tho~e of tilt private
gait.ge"nlractOfso"IO."'idlh.physic~
contMt of the trash with the MRPs pavementJ
flooring, Thi, Isop,ratlooal lor 16hours a day,

'(M~kisbudg!t<dhomP4~1O
Plrrilonper •••• m.ir<ludiIgtllebrid<·making
<ZlI11jlCmltandoperati<lloftbeMRf;besharod

To(omplMltflt this. another Iraniftf
stationwas.nabtlsliedin 8gy.De~ PaL Th.
LGU,likewise.bui~ in 2018. CilyC~Dlling
facility IDGlledin Blgy.Llngtiwa, complete
with two bui~ing stnr<tur" (00. funrled by
Emirooment.1 Min'gern<fl1 8ureau or 001
iIIld"1uipped wilh,.,.. bior'"I''' (one
dooaled by 5on. CyntlllaVU~r.nd tV.. lrom
lhe [MBI,lour wedding ""hines (two lrom
EM81.nd oth!l compo>ling .quipmont.

ThtCilJ""""'"""'oI_I!UIItIy ••••!u""~tiIt
_CilJc.nn.n4,Ctnootl_c-
w1idoisllldollfocoWowblodcsandbridofmtloe
MitoriaIRe<-,F.atityof •••• n!ity.

Aportionoftbebi>degradaJjewastt
CJEII'fat!dintbe!ity PtJ~dlarirland Barangay
langkiwaMWI"'th,,~.ndfrnH
trlmmings•• processed.to(O~tJsol
tondil"""inlllelatt>rf.oli!yandlMl"stedby
theDOSlliltlle"""J',tlisPlmiliortsitecan
protlutlvee,oosof"""",permonth.

Job opportunities
IHBE~llacililie,nolonlyheip
ptot!d dlt enWonment.. butalsopnwide a
g" •• ",MUI,f"lhepeop1e.

lhe EcoparI, for instance, 0 manned by
15.mpl"", comflOl'd ofSOllers,machine
and heayY!qUipment oporalorsand helpers
sup!lviS<d by the CINRO.Eightyptrtent 0111
01th.., we"l"merscmngt~.

"tnaway,ituplif~lIIeirst.lt"'i.ift.
Frompkting up garbaqlOn lhe Mreel~
lhey now haYea staw. }ob.AndIh'Y are
oneofthepriorttybenefKiaritSlorlh.city
government',roingh_gprojecl-ViII,
Aguil.-lnBgy.5I11Anlonlo:Le,sald.

The trao~ferstation and the composting"
fadlily inBarangays Del,Pazand L•• gkiw.
a"operated bytht.~ht.mpl..,.e"of
lhe Oly CO<nmunhyAffailOflice and live
wOIkersunder tile mlRO, "spe<ti,,~.

Well managed dtywastes
THBRhard ~bor and dedi<alion 10 wort

. and mother ndture are complemenled
w.Ubyth.<itygOY!lnmonl'sprop"
implt'mentation oftht INS and (onstant
enyjronment~ investments. These, in turn.
have turntd the t.able in so far as Wa5If:
management~(Oncerned.

·Atpr•••••••tllegaibaqesitua!iortberoin

bricks. iltcluding tnt bypl'O'du<t~( M( .,hf&ll,
produced in the facitityMIdsoon all sidew.'ks
will fol~w. logetlm with th.h.Uow blocks,
11I'1are"",ilar~ used bylbe barangays and
homeonen' assooo.ions in their lMoitcts.

Onlheotherhan~italsoil1sfir<d
Ih,people.businm""~lsItmentsand
~dustritsto..,their"",.bybrU1!lingln.;r
r«jdab~w •• "totllefadity. What',"",,-
tile pr,,!od! oflll< r,,1 bri<tsbou<jhtbyend·
COOSllllft5 and COI'ItrallOr5 we1tdon.tl~ to the
foil towlll badly hit by lIIe"ujO>~ nameiJ,
AgoocilH~Llurel,lati IfKoia>.nd 1,,1.

-Glad to see that mere's 11 (onvnunity
participation in it That's the 5O(W ROI. h'~
pricel"~·L •• "id,while"vea!inglhe
cilygO'lernm!jlt',luture plan 10sell tit •
eo-eencete produd5 commerdaiy onctt~
ad}acent S,OOOsq m ploperty is aCfl,Jiledthis
yoar for the expansion of tho f"ilily.

"The rontTa.:tOfSofcitygo'f'ernmen!'s
proj<!<tShaveagreedtopauoniz.aulprodtKK
Sow••••••• to diem lhe",,,s "'Il¢y 10
tilt LGU'lI!q~rem •• ts, Of"'-"', that ••• be
• •• ""'income fortlledty, whithunllt"""
for th.Ecopart'SDp!lat""""penses.1nlhal
way,tt wi be<omeself .••• liinilg.· h,.rlded.

T1Nfatiiies"';rst"""r1tbe
erMroorro!ntaiii!iatio5r1tlle0y6owmnerrt
oflliiian.Otbeo_tlleliilgofjlbonfer
......,....oftllelasl:FuceIi"i5IogMldLm
Bay••• whodeantlle~aeets, Dlag!GI!Iak
and_~ddy;estaIitUmentofbatangajMRflI
MRSand~dens,,, •••• ,,tbeOyOrgarit
Farm;lIstaIlationr1rr..rtrashtrapsMldST1'!in
tbe(JyPublc_and(JyItal~;
""rgiMjIhoCityv.ith3Opercenl>Olarpo.;'ll.
operal"'ofanairq,.~mookorilq.quiprtJlllt
(lIifftrentialOpticliAbsorptionS!>ottJOl'opyI
inst>ledbytbeElll!;inpien1entatitJlof
Ii>dhoodp~oo_lrymhand
residualhiln<lualtrnalnj u1lle<tbeGentierand
1ieYeI:>pmenI000000operalioltofmtcha"""
__ 1!ioWI1of_ ••••••
farWsilorY:jrM!!bri>.<tmIIiIeofLlgt1na
Llktanddarigerareas;massl¥einfOl_
andeducatioo"mpalq~" •• Uas<Dl1Still1l
moMOringactiI'itiosand""""",,nt oflDGll
_tll laws, sudlas tile Anli-Utt!ling
Llw, ~egatiOllitSoIJ(t, ell

Suthollom"""",,fortlleCityoflliiian.
~s 2017,2018aOO2019SulsofGood 001
Gover"""~tbe 10ia 1019,lb20andlO2l
PlatinumAwatdOIlMani~ BayRrhaIlIiHaiiOll
[nvir"""''''al(ompli.1nceAuditoftbe
Ilepartmen, likl_ and lexaiGoYe<mlen';
th.2019I<ampeort"llawa AwardgiYenbyth'
laqunaLl\e~entAiOorityrblng
lbeWoIIdWalerlloiAw¥ds;tlle20198es1LGU
SoIidWastfMilflag!menlmp(omentor0""
Pn>i"<ellflaqrNvrilb5perial1te<orJitiool
OIlInrJ7~_lM5ooRe:ycirj.W""
IlMrsiiJ\ and l1esItIuaIWast, MaNgemerI~and
al!<01Jl1ilitllbri""~oIEmi-
andNatur~_.eHJj8ofthedtyfor
hM1q;llootsurdngpracticoooSolid w""
ManaqementTodYJOlogyt11r4 Is 'tro-lms
Maiing'proj!ctllven IastJoJnelO21.

Althese,~uslho •• ritias.,...
••••• """" the pij)eline.indeed,IR.
l_thattlle'Cl;jofUfe·thatis~riianis
.~"andkicking.

&iI1nisr/af;bepc;ntedout. 'Alltllesyst!lt1S
are~pia<.There'sabudget •• ocationJ"lly
and,thtn,lII<jIO<"",ofirlmtionsa.nd
ma"""eupandnmilg1lliiebei:lre.So
theI!'snoljlrbaqeCrM~.·

Based on tht resulu oltllt city's Wast.
Analysisand CharacteriZalionStudy,.idt
&iiaoi •• sehasO~ mi1i!fl'msper capil>
wa~. g.nerationdajly. Glven1II'~1!l1 official
poporIat~ntoIIltof 401,437,per tile ofIi<iaI
"""" of lbe PhiippineSUtilOO AIllllority~
lOlO,Blllan',""It generation oat HS.lOl
klograrrn or r",ghl, 150tons ptr day.

8utwit!tthewasl.diYersionin~~tirtS,
lee "tini1led thai rougNy60 peteenl or 9010m
ofthefwaU"",divertedinlousefulthi'gs.

·Thostar.beinglOldinjunkshops.
reused and made intoeco brj(kS at the
Ecopar~and Ih. <omPOSIproduced in our
<ompo,tlng laclity, eI<.: be said, while
tilill9 the remaining 40 pmtnt or 60 tOfJ~.rt
disposed by the dly',privat. hauler to iu •• n
IandNIin Ca!imba. 'So in lhal se"",tlie city
hasll'lingsin""I,lisposal''l''''~tur''.·

Sodal ROI, future plans
&KAus! tile E<,,,,rt.,as pm upmainlyto he1p
"""'tlleplinggatbagtand"";r""",,,~
COOter" tllet", CBftOrncutM! underscored
iI, """,>O<iaI r!IUrlll on im<stmtnt (1Il1~

Pr"'nlIY"imOllalipublicsdloois
grounds in the dlYWf:rt pavtd by the e<O~
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ike park rises at former Payatas du
The Quezon City government has

opened a new bicycle park and trails at
the Payatas Controlled Disposal Facility
(PCDF) as part of its bid to provide more
green and open spaces for residents.

Following its closure in 2010, the PCDF
is being developed by the city government
as a public recreational area in line with
Mayor Joy Belmonte's 14-point agenda to
build a liveable, green and sustainable city.

The city government said that aside from
the bike park, the PCDF will also have a
bamboo park, a dog park, an open-air mu-
seum and a plant nursery, among others.

In 2020, Belmonte created a technical
working group tasked with the redevelop-
ment ofthe former dump into a public open
space for recreational and environmental
awareness purposes.

"The (PCDF) Bike Park is proof to the

international community that Quezon
City can create a safe and green commu-
nity. From being an area of mounds of
garbage, the facility is now pleasant and
safe for recreational activities," Belmonte
said in a statement in Filipino yesterday.

The PCDF Bike Park will have four
designated routes utilizing its asphalt
roads and off-road. trails.

These include a 900-meter "beginner
route" with three detours leading to "view
deck route" with a scenic view of the park.

The other two routes are the "beginner
trail" and the "perimeter trail," which
feature trails for mountain biking, gravel
routes and mild steep ascents and descents.

The city government said that to date,
it has established 167 kilometers of pro-
tected national and city bike lanes as well
as 15 bike ramps strategically located in

the city's overpasses and underpas es.
As of April, the city has over 200 arks

and open spaces. The goal of Belmonte's
administration is to double this nu ber
by 2030.

The city government said its eng eer-
ing department, 'together with private
partner Woodfields Consultants Inc., is
conducting a geotechnical investigation
and slope stability analysis of the PCDF
to ensure the safety of the area.

The city government said that the
analysis, so far, revealed that unde nor-
mal conditions with no ext nsive rai all
or any seismic activity, the "Old M und"
and portions of the landfil can be ut lized
for various activities such as bikin v jog-
ging and zumba, "but with trict I ita-
tions on the number of visi.ors to void
crowding." - Elizabeth Marcelo-
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Toyota pushes for carbon neutrality on Earth th
A GROUP of volunteers led by

f\:royota Motor Philippines Corp.
(TMP) headed to the coast of lian,
Batangas for a mangrove-planting ac-
tivity as part of the MAll_ToyotaGreen
Wave Project" (Green Wave).

This project is TMP's expansive
and multisectoral effort toward
carbon neutrality (CN) and bio-
diversity conservation within the
company's network amid the serious
threat of global climate change.

In observance of Earth Month,
TMP gathered over 50 volunteers
from its own workforce, parent
company, subsidiaries, the Philip-
pine National Police (PNP) and
the local government unit (LCU).

The group, led by TMP President

Atsuhiro Okamoto, planted 5,000
mangrove propagules at Sitio Sulok,
aiming to reforesta coastlinethatis part
oftheVerdeIslandPassage(VIP),which
isconsideredasthe world'scenterofthe
centerof marine shore fishbiodiversity

'1MP's multi-pathway approach
to CN goes back to Toyota's commit-
ments announced in 2015 under the
global Toyota Environmental Chal-
lenge 2050 (TEC 205): Under this,
Toyota has outlined the company's
targetsto achievezero CO2 emissions
and net positive environmental im-
pact by the year2050," Okamoto said.

TMP has since 2020 adopted a
100hectaremangrove plantation at Ba-
rangayBinubusan in Iian municipality.
This adoption is under the National

• Toyota Motot PhHippines volunteers during the mangrove-planti g
activity In Lian, Batangas. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Greening Program, which is the De-
partment ofEnvironment and Natural
Resources (DENR) nationwide refor-
estation program aimed at "involving
and enhandngprivatesectorpartidpa-
tion towards carbon neutrality."
. In collaboration- with Lian's Mu-

nicipal Environment and Natural Re-
sourcesOffice (Menro) and fisherfolk
association, TMP has planted a total

of 20,000 mangrove propa es and
is nearing project completion.

Iian Menrohead Alvinlo nsaid
the project's success is link to the
mangroves' and ma'Urityrate,
as the reforested areas are expected to
later contribute to livelihoo of fish-
erfolks and serve as a nann barrier
to protect nearby comrm.mties from
calamities such as storm surges.
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'Dangerous' heat experienced
in 15 areas on May 7
By ELlAlVN DE VERA-RUIZ

Fifteeri locations had heat indi-
ces above the "danger " threshold
on Sunday, May 7, according-to

the monitoring of the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration
(PAGASA).

PAGASA defines the heat ~4

'Dangerous' heat experienced
in 15 areas on May 7 1~
index as the measurement of how
hot it feels when relative humid-
ity is factored in with the actual air
temperature.

The areas with the 'highest heat
indices observed on Sunday were
Dipolog, Zamboanga del Norte (45°C);
Daet, Camarines Norte (44°C); Legazpi
City, Albay (44°C); Zamboanga City,
Zamboanga del Sur (44°C); Aparri,
Cagayan (43"C); Iba, Zambales (43°C);
Infanta, Quezon (43°C); Masbate City,
Masbate (43°C); Roxas City, Capiz
(43°C); Catarman, Northern Samar
(42°C); Dagupan City, Pangasinan
(42°C); Laoag City, Ilocos Norte
(42°C); Ninoy Aquino International
Airport, Pasay City (42°C); San Jose,
Occidental Mindoro (42°C); and
Sinait, Ilocos Sur (42°C).

PAGASA said heat indices be-
tween 42°C and 51°Ccarry impending

"danger" as "heat cramps and heat
exhaustion are likely" and "heat
stroke is probable with continued
activity."

Based on PAGASA's data, the high-
est heat index recorded since March 1,
2023, was 49°C on April 16 in Guiuan,
Eastern Samar.

In the next 24 hours, PAGASAsaid
the Kalayaan Islands will have cloudy
skies with scattered rain showers and
thunderstorms due to a low pressure
area.

It warned of moderate to occa-
sional heavy rains that could cause
flooding or landslides in the Kalayaan
Islands.

Meanwhile, the rest of the coun-
try will continue to experience partly
cloudy to cloudy weather with isolated
rain showers or localized thunder-
storms due to the easterlies.




