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The Natlonal Greening Progzam

of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources received' a

i Iget,"we also’ wt“
a premium on environmental
expendltures We also increased
_the budget for climate change
- programs and activities,” Pangan—
daman added ;

° 'The Drogram is a large- scale
 forest restoration seeklng to meet
sustainable development goals
such as poverty reduction, food se-

' '_E Department of Budget and Management
_has allocated funds for a massive forest

. rehabilitation pmgam ﬂatummde.

budget amountmg to P2. 39 billion

under the 2023 General Appro-
pnatlons Act

odiversity protection, en-

wronmental stability, and climate
change adaptation and mitigation.
It eyes the planting of 7,249,642

. seedlings and 158,843 hectares of -
land to be maintained.
The administration had allo-

cated P464.5 billion for climate
change mitigation. This budget is

60.1 percent larger than the P289,7

nand R. arcos ]r ‘we will remain

committed to attaining inclusive
and sustainable transformation
toward a greener economy. Bu!

_ we cannot achieve this goal if we
- neglect our environment,” Budget

‘Secretary Amenah Pangandaman
said in a statement on Wednesday.
“That's why, in crafting our

billion allotted in 2022 -

“We are already feelihg the
effects of climate change, espe-
cially El Nifio,” Pangandaman

exclaimed.

“That’s why we urge all the
sectors to include provisions 6n
mitigating climate change in their
respective budget proposals,” the
Budget secretary remarked.
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PBBM admin allots ‘
P2.39h for green -
programs inPH -

THE need to address the m‘}.pact of cll-
nafe ¢ ‘made the current admin-
-isﬁ:@fon al}ot’&’qmj.n P2.39 billion to the
_National Greening Program of the De-
"partment of Environment and Natural

Resources (DENR) this year.

In a statement on Wednesday, De-
partment of Budget and Management
(DBM) Secretary Amenah Panganda-
man said the fund will help the govern-
ment “achieve a sustainable, green and
‘climate-resilient economy.” |

Pangandaman said the fund will help the .
banner project of the DENR that will ensure
“a massive forest rehabilitation initiative in
pursuit of sustainable development for pov-
erty alleviation, food security, biodiversity
‘conservation, environmental stability and
climate change adaptation and mitigation.”
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ma‘ﬂgﬁﬁﬂﬂf@-bf Cauayan is posi-

tioning itself tob@ng
P35 ap s

Capital
tal” to alspjp

opportunities to. its: fesidents ‘and
boost the local economy. o2 ik
boo Summit ovesithe weekend, the
municipal government headed by
Mayor John Rey Tabujarg identified
areas for

planting, includ-
._ Y Thlacdm} wl'uch mll
? t‘ $ il s
~"We al?ee;gy}hmx the first stey step{o-
ward making Cauayan the ‘Bamboo
Capital of Southern Negros Ocdi-
dental;" Tabujara said in a statement
QHI‘JMY 221 9inava1 1910106
~He added that Gov. Eugenio
Iose ‘Lacson and Sixth District Rep.
edes:Alvarez.| pmmmw
support to the program, .
As part of the efforts, the munici-
pal government formed the Bamboo

Program Com P
by municipal ﬁqﬁi egﬁef
Dayono and bamboo project focal -

person | Elacaon

ised

“The rdenuﬁed an}eas fo:‘ bamboo
:Ql?fl. i havve be

eq,n. ass@sed by. the
: nent of En’vironmam and
: REsoﬁtt:ES-Cbmmunﬂy En-
vironment aﬁd ‘Natural Resources
Office in Kab:mkalarr ('::ty

U8 <o e £ B

gras town seeks
‘bamboo capital’

sta tus
“I thought of this initiative sixyears
ago because the name of our place is

iR Y

-wmmmapalml .

bamboo plant is also there. Our
festival has been named ‘Lubay-Lubay
based on the characteristicof bamboo
that swings,” Tabujara said.

During the summit, which was
also attended by participants from
other local government units, the
resource: persons included former
Agriculture secretary Emmanuel
Pifiol, giant bamboo program advo-
cate Myrna Decipulo, leading bam-
boo fumniture and products designer
Robert Palomares, bamboo products
entrepreneur Mark Gersava, and art-
ist and eco-wartior Nicky Dumapit.

i Lectures focused on various topics
such as propagating, growing and
harvesting of bamboo, the produc-
tion of high-value items made of
bamboo and the impact of dlimate
change on tree farming.

abujara said he leameddbout

importance of bamboo during
his discussions with Pinol. '

“He i is one of those who orients
me. Then I decided to buy bamboo
‘propagules to be, planted iin Cau-
ayan. We also explored livelihood
programs from bamboo that we can
prowde to our constituents,” the
mayﬁr said.-

T™T
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| AngatDam

[ 42

" Local G

MWSS chief:

No El Nifio
water shortage

~ The Metropolitan
Waterworks and Sew-
erage System does not
foresee a water shortage
despite the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophys-
ical and Astronomical
Services Administration
(PAGASA) raising the
El Niflo alert amid the
threat of the dry spell,
MWSS administrator

. . . MWSS _From Page 1

interruption. : :
~ “If ever, the worst case scenario is there

~ will be a decrease in water pressure,” she
said. - :

The MWSS official added that while the
National Water Resources Board (NWRB)
only approved the 52-cubic-meter-per-
second (cms) allocation until May, the MWSS
regularly conducts assessments on the water
level of Angat Dam.

“We regularly meet every two weeks to
assess the current situation, so ahead of time,
we will be able to really assess the current

,situation at Angat Dam,” Cleofas said.

~ Maynilad customers in Manila, Quezon

City, Makati, Caloocan, Pasay, Parafiaque,

Las Pifias, Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas
and Malabon; the cities of Cavite, Bacoor and
Imus in Cavite and the towns of Kawit, Nov-
eleta and Rosario also in Cavite experlem:ed
at least eight to 14 hours of daily water cut

off in the latter part of March and first two

weeks of April.

“As of now, we don’t see a pbséiﬁle water

shortage, but we still need to be concerned

~ about water conservation as based on the '

projection of PAGASA, the impact of El Nifio
wﬂ be in the latter part of this year and next
year. We will have an opportunity to refill
our dams,” Cleofas said.

As of 6 a.m. yesterday, the water level of
r dropped to 194.68 meters
- or 20 centimeters less than its previous level

' of 194.88 meters.

Angat Dam supplies more than 90 percent

of Metro Manila’s potable water needs and

rovides irrigation for 25,000 hectares of
farmlands in Bulacan and Pampanga.

. Based on the projection of the state
weather bureau, the rainfall in May up to
September will be near normal, accord%ng

to Cleofas.

“Despite the expected El Nifio, it will
still rain. In fact, according to PAGASA, the
cyclones will be more intense, that is why
we are Slit;pmg that we can recharge our
~ Thel  executive reiterated the need

ater, emphasizing that help
epe ent of the Interior and
vernment (DILG) and local gov-

 the I
10}

Leonor Cleofas said yes-
terday.

In an interview
with The STAR, Cleo-
fas noted that Metro
Manila customers, par-
ticularly those being
serviced by Maynilad
Water Services Inc,,
would not experience .
another rotating water

'~ TurntoPaged

=

ernment units (LGUs) is necessary to hel
mitigate the possible impact of the dry spell.
- PAGAGSA on Tuesday formally issued an
El Nifio alert amid the threat of the dry spell
in the country.

PAGASA administrator Vicente Malano
said recent conditions and model forecasts
indicated that there is an 80 percent prob-
ability that El Nifio will start in June, July
or August and may persist until the first
quarter of 2024.

El Nifio is characterized by unusually
warmer-than-average sea surface tempera-
tures at the central and eastern equatorial
Pacific. eI

- Malanoe said all concerned government
agencies and the general public are encour-
aged to Keep monitoring and take precau-

tionary measures against the impending

impacts of the dry spell.’
irrigation supply suspended

NWRB executive director Sevillo David

Jr. yesterday said his agency will suspend
the water allocation for irrigation starting
next week. .

‘In a text message to The STAR, David
clarified that the suspension was not re-
lated to the drop in water level of Angat
Dam:

“(Farmers) are already harvesting and
they have no water requirement starting
May 11 until their next cropping, by the
mic{dl'e part of June,” David said.

From 30 c¢ms, raw water allocation from
Angat Dam for irrigation is now at 10 cms
until May 10, according to the NWRB official.

He said the suspension would remain
until the resumption of the next cropping
season by the middle of June.

The NWRB reduces and stops irrigation
allocation for rice fields since many farms are
either in their terminal drainage situation.or
there is less water requirement. :

Last year, the agency stopped the irriga-
tion supply in April.

“This is usually done annually during
summer at the end of their cropping season,”
David said.

He earlier said the El Nifio phenomenon’s
threat is real as he urged the public to con-
serve and practice water recycling.

- Bella Cariaso, Danessa Rivera,
Emmanuel Tapas, Pia Lee-Brago

—

e L.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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T(TUS told to brace
for strong El Nino

BY ARLIE O. CALALO The Department of the [nterior and Local Gov-

to 10. Atter that, the supply for irrigation will
be cut off.

David said the irrigation requirement had
gone down because crops were being harvested.

The Angat Dam provides water to farmlands in
the provinces of Bulacan and Pampanga.

The weather bureau on Wednesday said that
there was a 40 percent probability that the El
Nifio this year would be strong,

El Nifio is characterized by unusually warmer
than average sea surface temperatures at the
central and eastern equatorial Pacific,

Pagasa’s Climate Monitoring and Prediction
Section chief Analisa Solis said based on their
latest forecast, there was an 87 percent likelihood
that the El Nifio would be weak.

Solis said the forecast would be updated in the
third week of May. She said the entire country
would not suffer from the lack of rainfall as there
would be some areas that would have above
normal rainfall conditions.

“Historically, during habagat season, which
will occur this year almost at the same time
with El Nifo, there would be more rains over
Luzon especially in Western Luzon which falls
under Pagasa’s Type 1 Climate that is based on
monthly average rainfall,” she said.

She said that from June to August this year,

Region 2 (Cagayan Valley), Region 3 (Central
Luzon), Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal and Quezon), Mimaropa (Mindoro, Marin-
duque, Romblon and Palawan) and the Bicol Re-
gion may have normal to above normal rainfall.
On the other hand, areas in Eastern Visayas,
Central Visayas, Caraga Region, Dinagat Island
and BARMM (Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao) will have below normal
rainfall particularly in September and October.
Also on Wednesday, Interior Secretary Benjamin
Abalos Jr. urged LGUs to step up their preparations
to cushion the impact of the long dry season.
“Conserving water is one of the key actions
needed to be taken to mitigate effects of El Nifio

Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration
(Pagasa) that there was a 40 percent probability of a
strong El Nifo, government said it would cut irrigation supply
for two provinces beginning next week and local government
units were told to prepare contingency measures.

C”E MID the warning issued by the Philippine Atmospheric,

Metro Manila, Cordillera Administrative Region, .

* emment (DILG) directed local government units

-and as public servants, we must set an example. These pre-

cautionary steps, albeit small, can make a big difference that
can affect our communities,” Abalos said in a statement.

The DILG chief issued a memorandum circular enjoin-
ing all local chief executives (LCEs) to sustain mitigating
efforts in place.

Included in the mitigation-efforts are the urgent en-
actment of ordinances curbing illegal connections and
encouraging prudent water usage; allowing water conces-
sionaires and water utilities to conduct emergency leak
repairs; lifting of application of number coding schemes
to water tankers used by water concessionaires to imme- -
diately address water supply needs of affected customers;
implementing and updating of contingency plans related
to El Nino; and stockpiling of food and non-food items
for immediate relief assistance, among others.

The agency advised LGUS to launch massive information

and education campaigns in communities on ways to con-
serve water, including fixing water leaks, maximizing rain-
water harvesting and storage, and setting the temperature of
air conditioning units between 22 degrees Celsius and 25 C.

The memorandum circular included water conserva-
tion tips.

Local chief executives were also urged to coordinate with
the Department of Agriculture on cloud seeding opera-
tions, implementation of a rotational irrigation scheme
and water-saving technology; strategizing of areas to be
irrigated and reusing wastewater from drainage canals;
utilizing solar pump irrigation; adapting drought-resistant
and early-maturing seed varieties; and adjusting cropping
calendar, among others.

The Bureau of Fire Protection was told to refrain from
unnecessarily drawing water from fire hydrants and limit
it only to putting out fires. WITH PNA

(LGUs) to beef up their contingency measures
. and take steps to conserve water.

The National Water Resources Board (NWRB)
on Wednesday said that it decided to slash the
water for irrigation from Angat Dam to 10 cubic
meters per second from 30 m3.

NWRB Executive Director Sevillo David Jr.
said the supply reduction will be from May 1

>»ElNifiocA8
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Brace for new heat records: UN raises alert on El Nifio by July

Br-ace_..;..ﬁ--

Fiom:AI

“This will change the Wea_ther and
climate patterns worldwide,” Wilfran
Moufouma Okia, head of WMO’s re-
gional climate prediction services di-
vision, told eporters in Geneva,

El Nino, which is a naturally occur-

rmg chma,te pattern typically associ-
j aseciheat WOIldW‘ldc, ag

Now, he 2 Ld,- “the world should pre-
pare for the development of El Nino.”

“The expected arrival of the warm-
ing climate pattern, he said, “will
most likely lead to a new spike in
global heating and increase the chance
of breaking temperature records.”

At this stage, there is no indica-.

tion of the strength or duration of the
looming El Nino.

. THE United Nations warned Wednes-
day of a growing likelihood the weath-
er phenomenon El Nino will develop
. in coming months, fueling higher

global temperatures and possibly new
heat records.

The UN's World Meteorological Or-
ganization said it now estimated there
was a 60-percent chance that El Nino
would develop by the end of July, and
an 80-percent chance it would do so
by the end of September.

Nextpage
BR . CHG FOR EL NINCL A farmes,
Eduardo Rossel, 62, walks along a dried-up
rice field in Brgy. Maname in Nai, Cavite
on May 3, 2023. The state weather bureau
said that based on recent conditions and
model forecasts, the E| Nifia phenomenon
might "emerge”in the rainy seasor
., between June and August. Danny Pata

The last'm was corrmdered very'
weak, but the' one before’ that, be-
tween 2014 and 2016, was consid-
ered among the strongest ever, with
dire consequences.

WMO pointed out that 2016 was “the
warmest year on record because of the

‘double whammy’ of a very power- -

ful El Nino event and human—mduced
warming from greenhouse gases™.

Since the El Nino effect on glob-
al temperatures usually plays out
the year after it emerges, the im-
pact will likely be mnst apparent 1;1
2024, it said..

“We are expecting in the commg
two years to have a serious increase
in the global temperamres i Okla sald

‘More extrerne weather _
Taalas highlighted that the expected
arrival of El Nino could have some

5

pos:tlve effects, pomtmg out that it

“might bring respite from the drought
in the Horn of Africa and other La
Nina-related impacts”,

But it “could also trigger more ex-
treme weather and climate events™
he said, stressing the need for effec-
tive early wa.rnmg systems “to keep
people safe.”

No two El Nino events are the same
and their eﬂ‘eets depend, in part; on
the time of year, WMO said, adding
that it and national meteorological
sérvices would be closely momtormg
developments.

The climate pattern occurs on aver-
age- every two to seven years, and usy-
ally lasts  nine to 12 months

It is ty 1cally associated with
warmlhg ocean surface tempera-
tures in the central and eastern tropi-
cal Pacific Ocean.

Increased rainfall is usvally seen in
parts of southern South America, the
southern United States, the Horn of
Africa and central Asia, while severe
droughts can occur over Australia, In-
donesia and parts of southern Asiza.

During summer in the northern
hemisphere, El Nino’s warm water
can also fuel hurricanes in the cen-
tral and eastern Pacific Ocean, while
hindering hurricane. formations in
the Atlantic Basin, WMO said. AEP,
Rio N. Araja
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~ DRY CONDITIONS
— Farmer Eduardo
Rossel carries
“buckets of water
as he sizes up
the challenge of
Irﬂgatiﬂ this dried
up rice fieldin
* Barangay Maname
in Naic, Cavite, on
~ Wednesday, May 3,
2023. The thppine o
"~ Atmospheric, &
Geophysical, and
Astronomical
Services
Administration S
(PAGASA) has said  E=
that based on recent -
conditions and model
forecasts, the El Niiio
phenomenon might
develop in the rainy
season between June
and August this year.
i (Ali Vicoy)
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SUNSET. Manila residents

" gather to watch the sunset over
at the Manila Bay Dolomite beach,
which has become popular with .
tourists. Joan Bondoc
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Mindoro

- yesterday.

oil spill cleanup continues

Two months after the tanker Princess Empress

~ sank, oil spill cleanup in the waters off Oriental
Mindoro continues, according to the Philippine

Coast Guard (PCG).
Marine science technicians tested absor-
bent pads made from coconut oil and fiber,

which were installed in Barangay Navotas

in Calapan City on May 1, the PCG reported

On Tuesday, two tug boats — Titan 1 and Cabilao

of Malayan Towage and Salvage Corp. — de-
ployed oil spill booms and a skimmer as well as

conducted “manual scooping” in the area where

the vessel sank to contain and recover sighted oil

sheens off Balingawan Point”
The PCG said the tug boats recovered 400 liters
of oily water mixtures. -
The agency said 48.45 kilometers of the 57.77

kilometers of shoreline affected by the oil spill

‘have been cleaned.

Up to 5,963 sacks of oil-contaminated debris

have been collected in Naujan, Calapan and Pola

‘towns as of Tuesday.

'The Department of

Environment and Natural

Resources said damage to coral reefs, seagrasses,
mangroves and fisheries was estimated at P7

Dbillion.

— Ghio Ong
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By Marlon Ramos
@MRamosING

WASHINGTON—President
Marcos' initiative to tap nucle-
ar energy as the Philippines’
new major source of electrici-
ty has received the backing of
another American company,
which proposed the use of mi-
cro modular reactors (MMR) to
put an end to supply shortages
and outages such as the hours-
long brownouts now happen-
ing in Occidental Mindoro.

The first half of the Presi-
dent's five-day working visit in
the United States proved fruic-
ful as the Philippines secured a
slew of investment proposals,
including a $3-billion financing
package through the US Trade
and Development Agency Lo
build ports, railways and other

public transport systems.

A day after meeting with
Oregon-based NuScale Power
Corp., Mr. Marcos on Tuesday
(Wednesday in Manila) spoke
with top executives of Ultra
Safe Nuclear Corp.{USNC) aSe-
attle-based ¢

MORE INVESTMENT PLEDGES DURING MARCOS VISIT

ANOTHER US NUGLEAR PLANT BUILDER KEEN ON PH

was interested in using “cut-
ting-edge” micro nuclear [fuel
technology as an’ additional
source in the country’s energy
mix.

“Ensuring an unhampered
supply of _Energy, alongside

the p and utilization

in the vertical i tion of
nuclear technologles and ser-
vices,

According to the Presiden-
tial Communications Office
(PCO), USNC was looking at
the Philippines as the first site
of its nuclear energy facility in
Southeast Asia.

It said the company’s pro-
posed project would help pro-
vide the needed electricity in
provinces such as Occidental
Mindoro that are experiencing
lung brownouts,

The PCO said Mr. Marcos

of r ENergy sources,
are top priorities of the Marcos
administration in an aggres-
sive bid to realize a sufficient
and clean energy supply in the
future,” the PCO said in a state-
ment.

Francesco Venneri, chief
executive officer of USNC, told
the President that they were
interested in providing “clean
and reliable nuclear energy”
with the use of MMRSs, a nuclear
plant system based on its pat-
ented “fully ceramic micro-en-
capsulated fuel technology.”

“We also note that there'sa
great deal of discussion about
(Occidental) Mindoro having
blackouts and that might be an
excellent... a good (scientific
solution),” Venneri said.

Clean energy

Before meeting US Pres-
ident Joe Biden at the White
House an Monday, Mr! Marcos
discussed with senior officials
of NuScale Power the possible
construction of a $7.5-billion
small modular reactor (SMR) in
the Philippines.

In his meeting with US Vice
President Kamala Harris on
Tuesday, the American official
commended the Premdznt Eor

sues, including the importance
of clean energy to the economy,
You and I share a passion for
that,” Harrls told the President.

The Marcos administra-
tion's push for clean energy
was boosted further with the
plan of Maxeon Solar Technol-
ogies to scale up its operations
in the Philippines by infusing a
fresh capital of $go00 million»

Officials of Maxeon, which
owns solar panel manufacturer
SunPower Philippines Manu-
facturing Ltd., were among the
American traders who arttended
the series of business meetings
at the Blair House during the
visiting state leader's second
day at the US capital.

haring her i inp g
for clean energy.
“During my visit to the Phil-

ippines, we discussed many is-

M. CEO Bill Mulligan
said the expansion of their op-
erations would generate mure
than 3,000 job opportunities for

ANOTHER US NUGLEAR PLANT BUILDER KEEN ONPH

“It doesn't matter wheth-
er it's the marine, deck, hospi-
tality, resraurant., Everything
is based on the happiness, the
smile and the greatness of the
Filipino employees,” Padget
said.

Mr. Marcos also thanked
Cambridge-based Maoderna
Inc. for its decision to estab-
lish a “shared service facility
for pharmacovigilance” in the

Philippines that would provide
the meeds of its clients in the
Asla-Pacific region.

“With your experience in
cther countries, there are many
lessons that we could learn that
can be applied in the Philip-
pines,” Marcos told Moderna
executives led by its chief com-
mercial officer Arpa Garay.

Two other American com-
panies, Atento and Optum Inc.,
also pledged to bring in invest-
ments in the business process
outsourcing industry in the
Philippines.

Optum, an American health-
care provider, said at least 1,500
Filipinos would be hired for its
planned P8oo-million business
expansion in the country.

On the other hand, Atento
would be setting up its first call
center in the Philippines in-
side the Noilo Business Park in
Mandurriao town, lloilo prov-
ince.

“T know it will be successful
because... it has been a go-to
industry for the Philippine gov-
ermnment for quite a long time
now, Marcos said. va

DATE

Filipinos over the next few years.
“The Philippines... Is actual-

.ly a strategic part of our com-

pany. And [ want to thank you
and | want to thank all of the
government agencies for all of
the help and the support for the
40 plus years that we've been In
the country,” Mullizan told the
President.

Investment pledges

Carnival Corp., a Brit-
ish-American cruise operator,
informed the President of its
plan to employ up to 75.000
Filipino seafarers over the next
few years for several cruise
ships.

Company CEO |ohn Padget
said Filipino sea‘arers were
known for their skills and
hospitality in the cruise ypg
line industry. ﬁ
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-US, SoKor ink P111.5-M
- climate resiliency

grom)

o

By PIA LEE-BRAGO

The United States govérhllneht,.
through the US Agency for Interna-

tional Development (USAID), and

the Korea International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA) signed a P111.5-
million ($2 million) grant partner-
ship agreement to improve climate
resilience of Philippine cities.

The agreement, signed last March
22, will Eoost the capacities of Phil-
ippine cities to adapt to, mitigate
and manage the impacts of climate
change and natural disasters.

Throuﬁ“h the grant, KOICA will
sug)port e implementation of the
USAID's five-year P836,5-million
($15-million) Climate Resilient Cities
Project that benefits partner cities of
Batangas, Borongan, Cotabato, Iloilo,-
Le%(az{:i and Zamboanga. :

OICA’s technical assistance will
enhance the capacity of local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) to develop
guidelines and use climate adapta-
tion technology. -

More than 180 Philippine officials
and stakeholders will also be invited
to participate in capacity building

programs organized in the Philip-

pines and Korea.

USAID and KOICA will also sup-
ort the six LGUs and other stake-
olders to effectively disseminate

climate-related information to local
communities, increase access to cli-
mate financing for economic and so-
cial development andg:omote natu-
ral climate solutions that strengthen
cities’ resilience to climate change.

The US and Korea will soon launch

a partnership to prevent and reduce
marine pollution in Manila Bay.

. This partnership also seeks to
enhance knowledge and influence
social and behavioral changes for
marine pollution reduction and pre-

for Phi cities

vention. : 3 :
This latest agreement between

USAID and KOICA follows the

signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding in April 2021 where the
two leading development agencies
agreed to strategically collaborate on
priority programs, including climate
chan lated initiatives, to advance
deveft}pment in the Philippines.

. "“As the United States and Korea
are among the largest bilateral donors

in the Philippines, this momentous

partnership of USAID, KOICA and
the Philippine government will bring
together our accumulated experience
and technical expertise to build cli-
mate change and disaster resilience in
the country,” KOICA country director
Eunsub Kim said. '

USAID Philippines mission direc-
tor Ryan Washburn said the US has
pledged to strengthen this alliance
and broaden the focus to address
issues of critical importance to the
Indo-Pacific region and the world.

“In particular, we will déepen our
cooperation in addressing the climate
crisis, reducing plastic waste and pro-
moting advanced technologies. We

will also enhance out economic co- -

operation and people-to-people ties,”
g\?aé:hbum saigenp S

The Philippines consistently plac-
es high in global rankings on climate
change risk and vulnerability. With
an average of 20 typhoons per year
and frequent floods, landslides,
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions,
the Philippines is one of the most
disaster-prone nations. i

Acco_rdirg to the 2022 World Risk
Index, the Philippines ranked first

out of 193 countries with the highest

disaster risks. Between 2011 and 2021,
the country incurred more than P670
billion worth of damage and losses
due to tropical cyclones alone.
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{ISAID, Korean agency boost fight vs climate change

By JOSEPH PEDRAJAS

The United States and South
Korea have joined hands in helping
the Philippines fight the threats of
climate change.

" The US Agency for International

Development (USAID) and the Korea
International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) recently signed a P111-mil-
lion (approximately $2 million) grant
partnership agreement to boost the
Philippines’ capacities in adapting,
mitigating, and managing the im-

pacts of climate change and natural
disasters.

Under the agreement, KOICA will
support the USAID’s implementation
of the five-year Climate Resilient
Cities Project that will ben- A
efit the cities of Batangas, >

'USAID, Korean agency boost

fight vs climate change 1«

Borongan, Cotabato, Iloilo, Legazpi,
and Zamboanga.
KOICA’s technical assistance will

ment units (LGUs) to develop guide-

lines for climate adaptation technol-

ogy, according to the US Embassy in
Manila.

enhance the capacity of local govern-

~ Both agencies will also support
the six cities and other stakeholders
“to effectively disseminate climate~
related information to local com-
munities; increase access to climate
financing for economic and social
development; and promote natural
climate solutions that strengthen
cities’ resilience to climate change,”

. the embassy said on Wednesday.

Soon, the governments of both
countries will also launch a deal to
prevent and reduce marine pollution
in Manila Bay.

“This partnership also seeks to
enhance knowledge and influence
social and behavioral changes for
marine pollution reduction and pre-
vention,” the embassy said.

The latest agreement between
the two agencies followed the April
2021 signing of a memorandum of
understanding, where they agreed
to collaborate on priority programs,
including climate change-related
initiatives, in the Philippines.

., The Philippines is among the
countries at risk of facing climate
change. It is also considered vul-
nerable.

With about 20 typhoons yearly
and frequent floods, landslides,
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions,
the Philippines is one of the most
disaster-prone nations.
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effects.
W‘ﬁhﬂmhwmdathtﬁng
the last few weeks, we are ¢
encing it in real time. 2

nally experi-

A number of pwp%e ha’Ve died of heat
stroke last week mdﬁmm ilt be more.

If what we are seeing and experiencing
is just the beginning of things to come, the
government will neeiin domom

As one of the ic that will be most
unpacted, one would think that enough at-
tention is being g:ven’by thegovemmem to
the problem.

- If we look around us, however, it does not
seem there is any sense of urgency on the
part of government to do anything about the

ravages of climate change
_Instead of planting trees which is the
cheapestand eﬂhiw: Wﬁrmﬁgﬁe global

warming, open pit mining has now been al-
lowed back after many years of hiatus. Be-
ing the most destructive form of mining, this
will undoubtedly destroy our remaining for-
est cover, not to mention the destruction of
our mountains which can never be restored.
We just read about the Chinese ship that

. 55,000 tons of nickel ore.

our nickel.

‘Indonesia, however, requires that mineral
or'es are processed in the country and do not
allow the export of the raw mineral ore.

That way, environmental degradation is
kept to the minimum, .

We, however, do not care about the long:
term costs of what we are doing and it’s sad.

Our rivers also continue to be polluted
due to lack of laws, poor enforcement or
simply people’s ignorance or lack of civic
mindedness.

ers are-already heavily polluted.
- This is true for all the rivers in heavily
populated  areas like the National Capital
Region, Region 4-A and Region 3. :
That news item about the cleanup of Mal-
abon River wherein dozens of plastic bags
full of garbage were retrieved sums up what
is regularly happening to our rivers.

m1d403m'. .

run aground in the Visayas containing about

China seems to be in a hurryto mine all

Except for a few rivers in Mindanao and'
perhaps in' Northern Luzon, most of our riv-/

Mts no sustained effort both national-

Iy and locally to prohibit people from build- -
ing houses along river banks until it is too -
_..Mem relocate the informal settlers. .
Since their garbage are not being collect--
-edan&thﬁre -are no septic tanks, the rivers

are their natural garbage dumps and sewer.
How many times has the government
tried to clean ﬂw Pasig River to no avail?
This is because the penple living near it and
the river’s tributaries continue to dump gar-

bage and use it as sewer.

_m:#tms;ﬁamﬁwtvs

We applauded the DENR when it under-
took the cleanup of Manila Bay.

But unless the national government will
lead the cleanup of all the rivers that flows

' to Manila Bay and support it with sufficient

funds, the pollution of the Bay will continue.

The DENR should have gone to the root

cause of the pollution which is to clean the

rivers flowing towards Manila Bay.

We cannot continue to be cleaning up the
beach front along Roxas Boulevard every
day due to the polluted water from the Pasig
River unless we clean the river.

" ‘It is a good thing that San Miguel Cor-
poration is dred'gmgthal’astgand’l‘ullahan 4

Rivers which is somehow helping in the

_ cleanup.

Without the effort, the pollution of these

two rivers and the bay area would be a lot -

‘Worse.
Part of the reason why SMC is doing this,

however, is because of its planned freeway
project along the Pasig River and the new in-
ternational airport it is building in Bulacan,

Nonetheless, the government needs to
come in and do more because there are cer-
tain things only the government can do.

One is preventing the discharge of any
waste water in the Pasig River and all the
other rivers flowing to Manila Bay.

The local government units where the riv-
ers flow can be tasked for this while the na-

‘tional government can help finance the set-

ting up of water treatment facilities so that
only treated water can flow freely to the Bay,

Yes, it will cost a lot of money but there
is probably no cheaper way to do it at this
time unless all the houses along all water-
ways can be relocated which perhaps is no
longer possible.

At one stage, the government did pause
our reliance on coal but unfortunately we
went back constructing coal power plants.

One good news which we hope will hap-
pen is the planned construction of a huge
solar power plant in the country.

It remains to be seen whether the adminis-

tration will push thru with its plan for nucle-
~ar energy by rehabilitating the mothballed

Bataan Nuclear Power Plant.

‘What is apparent is that a lot more necds
to be done and we have to start like yester-
day.

But there seems to be no strategic think-
ing on the part of many senior officials. The

.now mentality is the one prevailing when

they should be thinking long term like what
will we be leaving to the future generations
of Filipinos.

‘We cannot leave them a country whose
environment has been completelv degraded,

In the end, doing the right thing is what is
needed not like what one official who fund-
ed.a flood control project worth hundreds -
of millions in a place that is apparently not
prone to flooding.
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Howmmovm N h Netzero.
ZERO? EXPERT HASLIST

By Ca1 U. ORDINARIO
¥ @caiordinario

Getting rid of fossil fuel sub-

sidies, land use, and making
agriculture greener are among
the “low-hanging fruits” for
countriesin their effort totransi-
tion to net zero, according to the
AsianDevelopment Bank (ADB).

Inabriefinghere on Wednes-
day, ADB Chief Economist Al-
bert Park said removing fuel
‘subsidies! can discourage its
consumption;land use canlead
to efforts that cut greenhouse
gas emissions from deforesta-
t1on and cropping activities; a

“greener” agriculture meanus-
- ing better fertilizers.

These efforts, Park said, can
be addressed through regula-
tions and legislation, and not
necessarily investments that
may be costly given that coun-
‘tries are still recovering from
the pandemic.

“Things like green bu1ld1ng
codes, (setting) carbon emis-
sion standards, and other ways
thatagain, it’sallabout making

people, if there isn’t a carbon
price out there, make peoplein-
ternalizeactions thatare going.
to be harmful for the environ-

INCHEON South Korea—

rhe_nt,” Park said.
For the development sec-
‘tor, ADB President Masatsugu

Asakawa said the need to ad-
dress climate change and tread

thepathtonetzeroisalsoacall
for ADB and other multilateral

development banks to evolve.

This MDB evolution must
recognize that development is

‘no longer possible without ef-

fective climate action; invest-
ing in global public goods; and
be key players in the effort to

mobilize thelevels of financing

now required for development,
from billions to trillions.
‘Asakawa stressed that tra-
ditional models of lending and
grantmakingwillnotbe enough

to respond to the challenge of

climate change. . ‘MDBs mustun-
dertake efforts to “h\ip econo-
mies transition, swiftly and

justly, to a net zero future”
© “We need to answet the call

for MDBs to do more to maxi-
mize our financing capacity
through game-changing new

mechanisms; to leverage the -

enormousinvestment potential
of the private sector and philan-
thropies; and to maintain our

place as a stable, reliable finan-

cial institution,” Asakawa said.
SEE “Nm ZERO,” A2

vulnerability of the Philippines
to climate change also makes it a

country that has the most to gain

in the shift to a more carbon-
neutral world.

" This is especially crucial
since climate change under
a high emissions scenario
could impose GDP losses of
24 percent in the whole of
developing Asia, 35 percent in
India, 30 percent in Southeast
Asia and 24 percent in the rest
of South Asia by 2100.

‘The report’s coauthor and

ADB Economic Research
and Regional Cooperation
Department (ERCD) economist
David Anthony Raitzer said
in a recent briefing that the
Philippines saw an expansion
in the share of coal in terms
of the country’s electricity

generation. This, he said, is not
“economically preferable” in the

study’s model.

The primary recommenda-
tion of the report is for
countries to tap carbon pricing
as a way to finance green
technologies that are carbon-
neutral to attain the below-1.5
degree celsius target set under
the Paris accord.

‘The report noted that
the region’s share of global

" greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

doubled to 44 percent in 2019
from 22 percent in 1990 and is
expected to remain at this share
until mid-century under current
policies.

At current levels of GHG
emissions, ADB said, the region
would exhaust the remaining
global carbon budget consistent
with limiting warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius by 2040.
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Dried seahorse seized in Zamboanga

_'Mﬂmwﬂwmqsshmd@ |
“on Tuesday over 100 pounds of

dried seahorse at the Zamboanga
International Airport.
 The Bureau of Fisheries and

Aquatic Resources (BFAR) has con-
firmed the confiscation of the ille-
gal shipment following a routine
security inspection of the cargo.
It said the seized dried seahorse,
used widely in Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM), can fetch up to
P600,000 in the black market as
it is thought to cure asthma, skin
infections, impotence and can
even act as a natural Viagra.

The cargo, declared as assorted
barter goods, was bound for Ma-
nila, according to BFAR.

It said a member of the Police
Aviation Security Group, SSg.
Albasir Kairan, discovered the
contraband after inspecting three
boxes of cargo. Kairan informed
the findings to BFAR quarantine
officer Remelyn Atilano who or-
dered the confiscation of the cargo.

Atilano said under the law, it is
illegal to trade dried seahorse. She
was referring to Section 102 of Re-.
public Act (RA) 8550 as amended
by RAs 10654 and 9147 or “The
| Wildlife Resources Conservation
" and Protection Act,” which pro-
hibits the killing and trading of
endangered species.
| BFAR did not release the names
' of the shipper and consignee of the

B Photos released by the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Ileso‘u
Zamboanga International Airport on Tuesday, May 2, 2023.

cargo, but said “the PNP Aviation

Security Unit 9 headed by Maj.

Sharwin Concha turned over the

confiscated 1tems to DA-BFAR 9,
particularly at the rg.'glonal qﬁicf
for safekeepmg, issuance of Notice
of Violation followed by filing of
appropriate administrative and
criminal cases to the owner of the
confiscated items.”

According to Pm]ect Sea‘hem,
a marine COI'ISEN orgamz ;
tion, seahorses are uset
in the Philippines, mcludmg for

medical purpeses.and good luck |

charms. It said coastal people of
Mindanao and the Central Visayas
use seahorses to treat asthma, gas

pains and hyperactivity.

In Palawan, claims that seahors-
es cure asthma probably derive

from TCM practices.

In Bohol, and occasmnally in
I*alawan, seahoi@es‘mre’femld to
be used to treat stomach upsets. -

Alocal medicine man in Luzon
prescribed a mixture of seahorses
and herbs to patients with skin
disorders, and one formerseahorse
trader had used seahorses to cure
his arthritis. i

- Fisherfolk in some areas beheve
that ingesting a seahorse soaked in
liquid (usually alcohol) will pro-
mote vigor and fertility, whereas
fishers in Bohol explained that
young seahorse — which they
believed to be high in vitamins —
served as-a tonic food. Merchants
in southern Philippines believe
that a seahorse brings profits.
Some villagers in Palawan hang a
seahorse in thc doomay to ward
off evil spirits.

I; tg Qungrﬁétd ;Ined seahorse at_

Seahorses are also an important
part of shellcraft and the curio
« trade in the Philippines, with large
volumes of dried seahorses find-
ing their way into cheap seaside
scenes and paperweights. [mport-
ers apparently request small spiny
seahorses, which would be con-

-sidered very poor quality forTCM.
‘While mostly for export, souvenir

shops in Palawan and Cebu, and
resorts in Balicasag (Bohol) and
Boracay, sell seahorses to local and
foreign tourists.

The souvenir shops were sup-
plied by traders from the same
province and sold the scahorses
dried and individually. The dried
seahorses in the resorts were also
sold individually and peddled
by children or women along the
beaches. AL JACINTO




