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vPIIQSS officens Glare D’Hagan ,
- Bohol Island’s Global Geopark status
Was.announcgddumng the 216th session
of UNESCO’s executive board, which
was held in Pans, France. ‘

- The Bohol Island Geopark will

! sopn join 17 other new geoparks in the
Global Geupatlgs Network; the cul-
tural agency said in a Facebook post.

~ “The network prq,‘idcs a platform
for mtematlona} poop,cramon allow-
ing global geoparks. and. ,aspiring ge-
oparks to share practices and en-
hance the UNP;S O Global Geoparlk
brt}fpd ” the gl:o,ug added

In Bohol’s nomination, UNESCO

descnbed the Philjlppuge area as hav-

ing “scenic gmd varied landforms and
tructural features wioee'

“The Geopark ,fcptuxe one of the
ouble barriEr reefs in the world

and he only bamer reef in Southeasi
a,” it said.

‘S‘Bth also bqasts of hlghly diverse
aﬂi{mmaﬂﬁe to its dynamic geo-
ogic and tectonic Tﬂsfgry Conserving

endemlc sgcles through protected ar-

*eas for the pfemcarpaoeafarm]y rain-
fore&tf;rpcsand anctuaries.”

Qﬁ agr(’?'ofr ar hers from
the mversnty P‘;ﬁlippmes con-
ducte'd. lqlﬂwor‘k on potential geop-

arks in the Philippines, according to
the provincial government of Bohol.
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By Williamor A. Magbanua
@InqNatlonal 1%
KIDAPAWAN
,‘v1ronmentahsts “have pro-
tested the city govemment S
initiative of putting concrete
blocks as. pathways along a
portion of Kldapawan trail to
Mt. Apo, the country’s high-
est peak.

Critics took to social media
to deride the project as “Stair-
way to Mt. Apo.” The pathway
was built within the Manda-
rangan trail leading to Lake
Venado, which is halfway to

the peak.

Netizens raised . concern

about the destruction of the
natural state of the trail due .

to the concrete slabs. How-
ever, a number of moun-
taineers credit the slabs for
easing their climb amid the
slippery trail. |

“The purpose is com-
‘mendable [because] the safe-
ty of climbers is a priority,”
said lawyer Ermelo Libre,
former director of the Mount
| Apo Foundation Inc.

But Libre hoped that “the
environmental and cultural
architecture must be incor-
porated in project construc-
tion to reflect the spirit of -
the natural surroun_dmg en-
vironment and as an expres-
sion of the cultural tradition
and aspirations of the indig-
enous commumty that was
there before us.”

. City information offlcer
Psalmer Bernalte defended
the project, saying there was
a need to put up the pathway
to prevent soil erosion along
the trail. . )

Bernalte said trails leading
to Lake Venado had been hit

‘CiTY—Bn- :

SCENIC SAFE CLIMB A mountameer takes a break beside Lake Venado en route to Mt. Apo’s
. peak. At right, the Kidapawan City government
Mandarangan trail leading to Apo’s summit aim

of climbers. —pHOTOS COURTESY OF CARLO DELUTE AND MELOY ORFJET

/

by erosion following the in-
creased influx of climbers.
“Since the trail was al-
ready not safe to use (due to
soil erosion), trekkers look
for another way [to the peak]
that requires them to dam-
age plants in the mountain,”

- Bernalte said.

No law violated
He noted that the con-

‘crete rectangular pathways,

which are less than 4 meters
long, “is a big help in pre-
serving the mountain’s flora
and fauna from any human
activities while trekkmg to
the peak.”

Pathw&ys will be estab-_
li‘shedt in all five areas of the

Mandarangan trail, an ini-
tiative that was unanimous-
ly approved by the Mt. Apo
Protected Area Management
Board (PAMB) and the City
Development Council, Bernal-
te said.

According to city tourism
officer Gillan Lonzaga, the

- project costs at least P500,000

and is constructed by work
teams from the C1ty Engineer-
ing Office. )

‘Bernalte said that whlle'

the city government wel-
comes constructive criticism,
they will still push through
with the project as it did not
violate any environmental
laws.

The 2854 -meter Mt. Apo‘

says the concrete pathways built along the
to prevent soil erosion and ensure the safety

is .a favorite destination of
mountaineers, especial-
ly during summer. It can be
reached through six trails
starting from Kidapawan,
Makilala and Magpert in Cota-
bato province, and Digos, Sta.
Cruz and Bansalan in Davao
.del Sur province.

The PAMB had set a daily
limit of 50 trekkers per trail
in 2017 following a fire in 2016
that damaged some 300 hect-
ares of forest and grasslands,

" anincident blamed on an unat-

tended campfire.

Trekking and related ac-
tivities help support the live-
lihood of hundreds of porters
and tour guides in communi-
ties around Mt. Apo. i
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BUT EVACSSTH:L |5 s

ine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administ

NEWS / AG

‘@Team lngmrer

The Oﬂice of Civil Defense
said it is preparing for possible
evacuations in the provinces of
Cagayan and Batanes over the
weekerid in anticipation of Ty-
pjmon “Mawar

; would be clos-
esttb thé country by Monday or

= ey
A= g

lovu:hem to sall," he sa.ld.

closertothePhihppmes, nadonal'

disaster agencies and rescue of-
fices on Wednesday advised the
public to prepare for its antici-
pated onslaught this weekend.

The OCD and the National |
Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council urged
local governments of cities
near seaboards to gear up for

early Tuesday based on current

forecast, OCD spokesperson
Assistant Secretary Bernardo
Rafaelito Alejandro IV told re-

- porters on Wednesday.

“We expect areas in Re-
gion 2—particularly in Batanes
and some parts of Cagayan, the
coastal towns—to have the

- possibility of preemptive evac-
‘uation,” he told reporters.

Ale]andro said they were

m'.‘ :

mmimpacts
Manwhile the Department
of Social Welfare and Devel-
opment said that “family food
packs” will be distributed to af-
fected regions, especially in the
Ilocos and Cordillera regions.
~ In the seas, the Philippine
Coast Guard imposed stricter
inspection of boars and vessels
to ensure safety of crew and
passengers.

Forecast to remain as al
typhoon in the next 12'hours 1‘
before it re-intensifies mto a t

Super Typhoon.

2N

N

May reach peak |ntensrty of | o
205 km/h over the weekend. 4
‘MAWAR’' WATCH Pagasa senior|
weather specialist Chris Perez gives an|
update on Typhoon “Mawar” on Wednes-|
day. it was downgraded from being a|
supertyphoon, but disaster responders|
and the general public were still advised|
to prepare. —GRriG €. MONTEGRANDE

&'N

monitoring the developments
and have alerted local govern-
ment units that could be affect-
ed by the typhoon, which will
be given the local name “Betty”
‘when it enters the Philippine
area of responsibility.

“We have alerted Batanes,
Cagayan in Region 2, as well as
Bicol because it will affect coastal
‘communities... the fisherfolk will
be affected because we won’t al;\

Mawar hag pmggwupad-
ed to typhoon from superty-
phoon on Wednesday morn-
ing, according to the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Semces Admin-
istration.

However, the state weath—
er bureau does not rule out the
possibility of the weather dis-
turbance intensifying beforg it
hits the country. M., § &
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