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President Marcos has named a
University of the Philippines geology
professor as environment undersec-
retary.

Carlos Primo Damd of the UP Na-

tional Institute of Geological Sciences
was appeinted to the post on Dec.
28 last year, a document released by
Malacafiang showed. =

David is the son of the late Civil
Service Commission chair Karina
David and sociologist and journalist
Randy David, a critic of the Marcoses.

The environment undersecretary
taught geology, geochemistry, field
geology, hydrogeology, environmen-

“and trustee of t%e Albert del Re

 tal geoche istry,
ology and ydr?logy at UP

Eﬂ

envxmnm

He was|the program CG-V

Institute and convenor of
ippine Business for Envir
Stewardship.

" He com leted his doctorate»dz giree
in earth and enyironmental sciences

at Stanford+Uru versity in 2003.

David was also the execufive
director of the Philippine Council
for Industry, Energy and Emerging
Technology Research and Develop-
ment, officer-in-charge of the Philip-
pine Nuclear Research Institute: and
member of the of s of the
Local Wate Uh.]mesAdnunistrcmon
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President Marcos has appoint-
ed geologist and environmen-
talist Carlos Primo David as un-
dersec-réta._rj' of the Department
of Environment and
Resources (ﬂ;)ENR)-. S

Malacanang on Tuesday re-
leased his _tgpo_im_men paper
dated Dec. 28, 2022, while the
DENR’s website already lists
David as undersecretary for in-
tegrated environmental science.

According to his curricu-
lum vitae on the website of the
University of the Philippines’
(UP) National Institute of Geo-

logical Sciences, where he is a

professor, David obtained his
bachelor’s degree in geology at
UP Diliman iin 1991 and {topped
the Professional Regulation
Commission’s licensure exam
on geology the next yvear.

He then earned his nhaster’s

Natural

GEOLOGIST ENVIRONMENTALIST DAV

degree in geology also at UP in

1995, and his doctorate on earth

and environmental sciences
from Stanford University in
California in 2003. ;

~ As UP professor, he taught

. courses on geology, geochem-

istry, field geology, hydrogeol-
ogy, environmental geochemis-

. try, environmental geclogy and
‘hydrology. -

Previous stints
Before his appointment,
David was chair of the Nation-

al Panel of Technical Experts.

of ‘the Climate Change Com-
mission, member of the board
of directors of the Geoscience
Foundation and member of the
board of trustees of Stratbase

ADR Institute for Strategicand

International Studies.

From 2015 to 2017 David .
served as executive director of

the Philippine Council for In-
dustry, Energy and' Emerging

- Carlos Primo

David —pHoTO

FROM ELIMATE cH;nH;: cOMMIS-

' SION WEBSITE |

Technology Research and Devel-

opment—one of three sectoral
planning councils of the Depart-

‘ment of Science ahcl Technology

(DOST)—while he was coneur-
rently officer in charge of the

' Philippine Nuiclear Research In-

stitute, also under the DOST.

In the media, he was overall
head of GMA News’ public ser-
vice progradl "IIY[ eady” from
2013102015, | |

PAGE 1 BANMNER EﬁITOIlAl CARTOON
STORY STORY
02-
RS & :
DATE

‘He has addressec various
forums here and abroad, tack-
ling such topics as the country’s
research and development field,

_the impacts of natural calam-

ities, pollution at Manila Bay,
and ' sustainable mining-—on
which he made a prezentation
before the Philippine Mining
Congress of 2013,

David, in collaborarion with
ather authors, has also written
works on climate change, min-
ing, rainfall forecasting and at
least two assessment r=ports on
Supertyphoon “Yolanda” (inter-
national name: Haiyan) of 2013.

He is one of the four children
of' Inquirer columnist and UP
professor emeritus Rardy David
and the late former Civil Service
Commission Chair Karina Con-
stantino-David. —wiTH A REPORT
FROM INQUIRER RESEARCH 11()

SOURCES: INQUIRER  /RCHIVES,
NIGS.SCIENCEUPDLEDU PH, LP-DILIMAN.
ACADEMIAEDU, ELIMATESCVPH |
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DENR exec

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has
named geologist Carlos Primo David as
undersecretary of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources.

David was appointed on 28
December last year, but it was only
recently that reporters obtained
documents pertaining to his |
at DENR. :

While Malacafiang has yet to
officially announce his appointment,
the DENR, on its website, indicated
that David will head the Integ
Environmental Science office.

The agency said David “pmnge ed
shortterm rainfall forecasting in

country and climate change-relqed |

research on water resources.”
He is a former professor for the

National Institute of Geolggl al,

Sciences at the Unwers;p;g of the |

Philippines Diliman m in 2003,
J
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PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. has ap-

_pomted the son of former & lvﬁ

. Karina. Davld smd profcssor Randy

David as undetsccrctary ‘of the
Department of Environment and

" Natural Resources, the Premden-
tal. Comumcauons Qf”ﬁce an-~

nounced yestctday
Catlos Primo’ Constantine Da: —

vid, a profcssor at the Univermty

nsight

* university’s Environm
" ing Laboratory, was

- Leni Robtedo,
- Marcos in

@( . l[u'n_i-'i'-i:-"ﬁl

> o L
BANMER
STLIRY STORY

Firyers e

- of the Phlhppﬁl@s andhcad of the .

1t Monitor-

December 28,

released yesterday.

spointed last
but a copy of

his appomtmmﬂ:_jjer was only

David’s patents ar ;

known éup'—

portess of former Vice President

) tan aga.lnst

The PCO said the Man

ministration is P

"egardlcss of pt*""--‘: RS
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Anak mRandyﬁQawd; 2 ni Marcos sa DENR

‘[_ﬁ; | Una nang itinalaga

Mﬂnd “Bangbong’ : eni | ni Pangulong Marccs

Marcos Jr. si Carlos Pri-
mo Constantino David
bilang Undersecretary
ng Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

Si David ay anak nina
Umverslty of the Philip-
pines Professor Randy

at datmg Civil Service
on Chairperson

_ IKanna Davrdnakﬂaiang ;

Davis nngbahhngﬁur—
nalist na si Kara David.
_Magsns_:lb_l si David
ng anim na taon bilang
co-terminus ng Pangulo.
Noong Disyembre
28, 2022 pa nilagdaan

aktibistang si Alan
usay bilang Under-

m ng
of Social Welfare and

Development.
Bahagi umano ng

isinusulong na unity
ng administrasyon ang
pagk sa mga ilang

pmmdmkﬂﬂﬂﬂg
| sup| ni Robredo

-MTkm Escudero-

j1§
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Water management body v&e}?omed

THE creation of the Water Re-
sources Management Office
(WRMO) as a transitory body

- pending the creation of a Water

Resource Department is seen to
help improve the country’s water
supply management, according to
the Buropean Chamber of Com-
merce of the Philippines (ECCP).

Eatlier this month, President :

Marcos Jr. apptoved the creation
of the WRMO under the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to respond to
the current environmental chal-
lenges and ma water resources
through a concerted government
effort.

In a statement, the ECCP said
the government should also ap-
proach the country’s water resource
planning using an Integrated Water
Resource Management (IWRM)
framework.

ECCP said the IWRM is an
internationally recognized frame-
work, based on the idea that water

issues should not be approached .

in isolation but in'a more holistic
manner due to the interdepend-
ence of the uses of finite water

- resources to guide countries on

their joutney to water secutity.
“We remain committed to wotk-
ing with the government and other
stakeholders in resolving the current
water-related issues in the country.
The ECCP, together with its En-
vitonment and Water Committee,
strongly advocates for regular multi-
stakeholder engagements to be in-
stitutionalized to allow exchange of
insights, facilitate coordination and
come up with effective solutions on
water-related issues,” the group said.
ECCP urged the government
to establish a muld-stakeholder
advisory panel under the WRMO
with representation from the private
sector, academe and civil society “to
serve as an additional soundboard

for the said office in the crafting.

and implementation of policies,

of pa.ruclpatory e aﬁancc. ’
The group said this will help

-in promoting mote synergy with

public-private partnerships as it
leads and encoutages the establish-
ment of investments, technology,
benchmarking and 5hanng of best
practices resulting in the improve-
ment of the water sector.

Despite the support for the
WRMO, ECCP $aid there is a need
for the government to come up with
the “long overdue” creation of an

for water resources.

“We believe that having an ex-
ecutive watet dapa.rtment tasked to
harmonize and monitor all water-
related efforts will pravide strategic
direction which would not only
help in solwng|watﬁ.t scarcity in
the country but'wouid also aid in
the establishment and operation
of businesses as well as attract new
investors. We hope t the current
interest from thy ent will
be sustained an. bmig the much-
needed changes in the water sector
into fruition;” ECCP said.

Last October, DENR Secretary
Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said they are
leading the crafting of a roadmap
for water security that is expected
to be the basis in the creation of
an umbrella bo&f that will manage
all water-related issues of the coun=

EYMM«W'
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HE European Cham-

ber of Commerce of

the Philippines (ECCP)
said it welcomes the creation
of the Water Resources Man-
agement Office (WRMO) asa
transitory body pending the
creation of a Water Resource
Department.

“In line with our long-
standing advocacy of attain-
ingwater security in the Phil-
ippines, the Chamberhaslong
called for the creation of an
apex body to lead the craft-
ing and implementation of
policies and initiatives for
the Philippine water sector,
as well as streamline institu-
tions to further facilitate ease

_ of doing business in the said
sector,” ECCP said in a state-
ment on Tuesday.

According to the business
group, the creation of the
WRMO is a “welcomed first
step in fully realizing thisasit
aims to strengthen collabora-
tionamongvariousagenciesin
implementing water manage-
ment programs in accordance
with the Iniegrated Water
Management Plan,” which it

GOOD START FOR WATER .
SECURITY TRANSI

T

pendence of t

said will be crafted by the new issues,” the business group
agency. stated. |
ECCP also stressed the CONTINUED ON As |
3 i b

TION

need to approach water re-
source p}anmng using In-

. tegrated| Water Resource
Management (IWFM), which
it described as an “Interna-
tionally recognized” frame-
work that is used to guide
countries| in their journey
to water secunty

This lslba#d on the idea
that water issues should not
be approached in “isolation,”
but rather in a “more holistic”
manner due to the interde-

e uses of finite
water resources, the business
chamber explained.

With thls, ECCP said it
remains cqmmm:ed to work-
ing with the government and
other staknholders in resolv-
ing the current water-related
issues in the country.

“The ECCP, together with
its Environment and Water
Committee, sfrongiy advo-
cates for regular multistake-
holder engagements to be
institutionalized in order to
allow excﬂange of insights,
facilitate coordmatmn and
come up with effective so-
lutions on water-related

Good start for water security ﬁ'ansm(m 2 e

In this light, the ECCP [“highly encour-
ages” that a Multistakeholder Advisory
Panel be established under the WRMO
withrepresentation from the private sector,
academe and civil society to serve as an ad-
ditional “soundboard” for the said office in
thecraftingand implementation of policies,
programs and projects for the water sector
in line with IWRM'’s principle of participa-
tory governance. |

WRMO to consohdate water manage

This “interim structural reform,” the
business group said, will hopefully pro-
vide more “synergy” with public-private
partnerships, as it leads and encourages
the establishment of investments, tech-

nology, benchmarking, and sharing of

best practices.
Two weeks ago, President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. ordered the formation oLthe

ent |

effortsofall concerned governn
According tothe Presidential
cations Office (PCO), thecore taskof |
wouldbete formulateandensure thei
mentationoftheIntegratedV
ment Plan (IWMP) of the Met £z
terworksarid Sewerage System (M1/§
cal Water Utilities Administrarion (I
and the Department of Environme
Natural Resources (DENR). dndreak. San Juan
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DENR cites relevan‘;e '
of multisector dlalogs

- NaturalRmoums{DENR)onT esday
vowed to apply lessons learned fro
non-governiment organizations and
academe on environmental protection
and biodiversity conservation.

The agency ensured that science-
based and evidence-informed soluﬁons
for forest management and b ver—
sity conservation gathered d

Mindanao multi-stakeholder

Cagayan de Oro City would be

for the various needs of commnqmes
with over 300 stakeholders from local

government units, academe, NGOs,
people’s organizations, represen u:?vm
from indigenous peoples groups. and

the private sector, to gain valua
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| ng Altal Mlmp
NABASA namin ang one-page ad ng Altai Phllippines Mining
Corporation noong Lméo sa pahayagang Philippine Daily Inquirer.
Hindi nmamin alam kung magkano ang halaga ng !%im]mg pahina ng
Altai Mining. Aabot kaya sa kalahating milyon piso? Ito masasabi
namin: Pawang kasinun gan ang sinabi ng Altai Mining sa ad.
Mga kabulaanan ang ihan at salat sa katotohianan. Pinakama-
ganda ang tapusin ng Altai Mining ang pagmimina sa isla ng Sibuyan
sa pinakamadaling panahon at huwag ng babalik maski kailan.
Hindi namin alam kung saan humugot ng apog pang ipakita ang
labis na kasmungalm,gan ng mga opisyal ng Altai na nasa likod ng ad.
Awtorisado ng DENR at !bnng ahensya ng gobyerno ang Altai
Mining upang magsagawa ng “exploration” ng nickel ore samples sa
Sibuyan. Ngunit hindi awtorisado ang Altai Mining na magmina ng
maraming nickel ores, o iyong trak-trak, upang iluwas sa Tsina.
Hindi exploration ang ginawa ng Altai Mining st Sibuyan. Hindi
ito paggalugsd upang malaman ang uri ng nickel bres sa Sibuyan.
Kung naiintindihan ng Altai Mining ang kanila ginawa, hindi pag-
sasaliksik ang pagputol ng maraming puno sa isla, ang pagballgtad ng
malaking lupain doon sa paanan ng Mt. Guiting Gul#mg upang kunin

ang mineral ores, ang paglatag n% mga kalsada upang daanan ng mga
trak na lulan ang mga mineral ores, at paggawa| ng pantalan sa
baybay dagat upang g amitin ng mga barko 58 pagluldwas ng mga
kinulimbat sa isla' ng Sibuyan.

Kahit anong paliwanag ang gawin nila, walang mtma.ng na matino
ang pag-iisip ang maniniwala sa kanilang mga kasintingalingan. Hin-
di totoong exploration ang ginawa ng Altai Mining sa isla. Hindi sila
kumuha ng ilang tipak upang pag-aralan ang uri ng mineral ore sa
isla. Nagmina sila ng todo at winasak ang iahglrap ng isla upang
iluwas sa Tsina ang nickel ores. Maraming trak ng mineral ores ang
kanilang ipinuslit upang dalhin sa Tsina at aabot sa hﬂlos P200
milyon ang halaga ng kanilang kinulimbat.

Ito ang dahilan kung bakit nagpakamatay ang mga kasabv\ at ng
Altai Mining sa kawalanghiyaan sa isla. Ito ang dahilan kung bakit
tahimik sina Budoy Madrona, Otik Riano, at Nanette Tansingco $a
pagwasak sa kaligiran ng isla. Kasama ang tatlong opisyal sa pagga-
hasa sa Romblon. Bis silang tatlo na gagawin lahat dahil sa
korapsyon.

Hindi totoo iyong sinasabi na hindi pag-aari at kontrolado ng mga
Gatchalian ang pagmimina ng Altai Mining sa Sibu an_ Hindi kami
ipinanganak kahapon lang upang hindi namin malaman| ang' benefi-
cial owner ng Altai Mining at Atlantic Dynamo na gsilbing snb-
contractor sa operasyon. Alam namin ang raket nilf.

Walang katotohanan na hindi illegal mining operator and Altai
Mining. Bakit sinuspindi ng DENR ang kanilang operasyon dahil sa
pagputol ng walang pahintulot ang mga puno sa Sibuyan? Bakit
tinutulan ng Philippine Ports Authority ang pagtayo ng pantalan ng

walang pahintulot sa baybay dagat? Hindi totoo na dati ng sira ang.

kaligiran at kabuhayan ng Sibuyan noong dumating sila. Arrg totoo
ay hindi kailangan ang Altai Mu:ung sa Slbuyan
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ud rats'ang dalawa sa-  saka rito sa paanan ng
mga nahuli, na aabot ing - Maculot. ‘Yung tendeney
gsa20 -30 pounds;  talaga nitong cloud ratay
ngangisanamannasa  bumaba para siye “mpre
ﬁpounds maghanap din ng pa o
J M- for survival.”

, ga,ﬁaﬁ'h gl o JmuzarAala_.nu I
lqubdngmng(hgasalm- ‘tal management spe ‘.1.1list
nent of Environment + Ilng MENRO Cue
aﬂ Naumal Resources P‘maalalah,mdnl 'ma.n

.Lipa CENRO. ng tanggapan na maligpit
. akataﬁda,»raw daltin  naipmagbabawal ang; pag-
: ' * aalaga, paghuli at pagpatay
samga cloud rat.
Angmgala]aimgn a3ar-

ing patawanng parus: alin-

“Sl,nce wmgmadm ing
‘sunod sa itinakda ngz RA

)% sa n sa Batangas med/o

; ] isang ba na nga ring tzo, 9147 o Wildlife Resources
ang residente sa angay San Felipe,  Dayan. | : inangarinnaniniia-  Conservation and Profec-
I i = T e B A fult hﬂnﬁtmgdﬂasa*ﬁhenca, tibl_l{,&_pt 0f2001.
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By PAOLO Rom-:no :

5,980 public buildings to undergo
‘quake integrity assessment

), officials told a Senate

5 ,980 From Page 1

includes 4,000 public schools, 351 health
facilities, 1,180 public buildings and 402
local government

He said in 2018, so; e P210 mﬂhon was
allocated for the assessment an_d retroﬁt—
ting of 36 buildings. The follo year,
some P767 million was released for the
retrofitting of 23 buildings. In 2020, P1
billion was spent for the strengthlenmg of
51 buildings, while P200 million was dis-
bursed for the retrofitting of 13 buildings.

Part of the funding, Carvajal said, was
sourced from the $309-million Philippines
" Seismic Risk Reduction and Reslhence
Project of the World Bank.

Carvajal said the

About 5,980 public b_uildings across
the country are slated to undergo as-
sessment for their structural integrity
against strong earthquakes by the De- |
partment of Pubhc Works and Htgh— I

PW His currently

hearing yesterday.

tee on p
tary Max

=

putting up a building in Pam anéa to
serve as a command center in the event

" of a destructive tremor hitti Metro
Manila.
The committee conducted the hearing to
check on the DPWH's efforts to erfforce the
compliance to the National Building Code.

Senate Minority Leader Aq ﬂmda Pi-
mentel III, Senators Francis Tolentino,
Raffy Tulfo, Ronald dela Rosa and Revilla
are pushmg for amendments to the B}'lild-
ing Code.

evilla said the law is nearly | 50 years
old and may already be obsolete and
unresponsive to the increasing strength
of earthquakes.

The move to amend the law was sup-

ported by architect and urban planner
Felmo P afox, Jr., wl who also lame test.hat

During| the hearmg of the commit-
works chaired by Sen.
Bong Revilla, DPWH Undersecre-
10 parva}al said the figure

brought h ¥

Turn tn: Page 3

ion is one reason for shoddy or
unsafg public structures, where as much
as 30 percent of the budget goes ‘obribes.
Tolentino, who used to chair the Met-
ropolitan Manila Development Authority
(MMDA ), stressed that additional evacu-
ation areas are needed as the population
and infrastructure within the National
Capital Region have multiplied in the
past years and would possibly mean
more casualties and damage f a strong
earthquake rocks the nation’s capital.
Based on the study conducted by
MMDA and the Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) in 2004, many
structures in the greater Manila Area
would not be able to withstan the pos-
sible catastrophic destruction that car;be
1e Big One.




