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GoVt orders APMC
- I •• I

to stop operations
THE Dfartment of Envi- February 1

ronme t and Natural Re- THE orders were contained in a
source (DENR) has issued document issued by the DENR

a cease-and-desist order (CDO) last February 6 but official-
against Altai _~hilippines Mining ly released to the media only
Corp. (APMC)\n Romblon Province last Wednesday. It was coursed
in connectionlwith the alleged il- through the DENR's Regional
legal construction ofa causeway in Offices of DENR, Mines and
itsminesitei~SanAntonio,Rom- ' Geosciences Bureau and the En-
blon and other activities. vironmental Management Bu-

The DEN~ also ordered its reau (EMB) in Region IV-B MI-
field offices rn the Mimaropa MAROPA to.
Region tothOfughlYinvestigate Beginning February 1, the
the alleged vio ations committed DENR EMB in Mimaropa has is-
by APMC. sued "Notices of Violation" to

At the sam time, the DENR APMC for violating Section 4 of
also suspende the company's ore Presidential Decree (PD) 1586
transport permit in view of the (Philippine Environmental Im-'
non-operatio~of its causeway. pact Statement System), Repub-

TheDENRa sodeniedAPMC's 'lie Act (RA) 6969 or the "Toxic
application fo a Miscellaneous Substances and Hazardous and
Lease Agree ent for violating Nuclear Wastes Control Act of
Commonwealt Act 141 (Public 1990," RA9275 (Philippine Clean
Land Act) an its related issu- WaterActof2004) andPD 705 for
ances. cutting trees without a permit,

Meanwhile, he Provincial En- "The DENR firmly assures the
vironment and atural Resources public, especially the residents of
Office ofRomb on was ordered to Sibuyan Island, that the Depart-
file appropriate legal actions, if ment continues to strictly imple-
warranted, on the alleged illegal ment environmental laws in order
cutting of trees without neces- to ensure the safety of the com-
sary permits and investigate the munity and promote inclusive
alleged destruction of seagrass development in the Province of
and other marine resources as a Romblori,' a statement released
result of APMO's operations. by the DENR read. )emathanL.Mayugll
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l'HE Department of Environment aridNatural
Resources (DE ) on Wednesday said it has

I ordered the r!vincial Environmentand
Natural Resources Office (Penro) of Romblon to
file appropriate charges against Altai Philippines

I Mining Corp. (APMC) amid the reported cutting
of trees in Sibuyan Island.

The DENR also directed Ee
Penro to probe the damage to ea
grass an d other marine resour es

as a result of the construction of
the. causeway project of APMC.

"T-heDENR informs the public

that it has issued a joint order to
Altai Philippines Mining Corp.
on Feb. 6, 2023 through Regional
Offices ofDENR Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau, Environmental
Management Bureau in Region
4B (Mimaropa) regarding the
illegal construction of causeway
and other related activities," it
said.

The agency also ordered the
APMC to stop the construction
and operation of its causeway in
Sitio Bato, Barangay Espana, San
Fernando, Romblon. "'.'..I

I I
"Ore transport permit+ssee

o APMC is suspended, in vie
f the no n-operation of its cause-

way and the APMC was directe
to stop transporting ore from th
contract site to the causeway," .
dded.
The department said APMC's

application for miscellaneous
lease agreement has been deniea
tor its violations of Common-
wealth Act 141 or the "Publi
Land Act."

The DENR noted that the Envi-
onmental Management Burea

in Mimaropa also issued notices
of violation to APMC for viola-
tion of Section 4 of Presidential
Decree 1586 or the "Philippine .
Environmental Impact State-
ment System," Republic Act (RA)
6969 or the "Toxic Substances
and Hazardous and Nuclear
Wastes Control Act of 1990," RA
9275 or the "Philippine Clean
Water Act of2004" and Presiden-
tial Decree 705 for cutting trees
without a permit.

"The DENR firmly assures
the public, especially the resi-

r
I

" :'..::

;!':.

dents of Sibuyan Island, that
the department continues to
strictly implement environ-
mental laws in order to ensure
the safety of the community
and promote in~usive de-
velopment in the frovince of
Romblon," it said.

Sibuyanons Against Mining
Coordinator Elizabeth Ibanez
has asked the DENR to revoke
the mineral production sharing
agreement of APMC, saying the
actions. of the DIfNR against
APMC were not enough.
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BaRb kin, bakbakan ang mgai sumisira sa ib a
Water Code ng bansa, Foreshore lease ita dahil blikit nga naman daw magsasali-
agrt;ement, Environmental Compliance ta ang kalihirn kung walang apekta.'o g in-
Certificate at pagpuputol ng mga punong teres sa kanilang poder ng pangyayaring
kahoy na walang kaukulang permit. ito.

Ang mga ito ay naipaalam na sa mga Kaya siguradong pagsatang niya sa
mambabatas at kumilos na ang Senado sa Commission on Appointments masasama
pamamagitan ng Senador Risa Hontiveros ang usapin na ita sa uungkatm sa kanya
na malaman ang puno't dulo ng mga pang- lalo pa nga't miyembro rin ng kom syon si
yayari. Hontiveros,
. Ito ay sa harap ng katotohanang kasama Sa pagdinig ng Senado, da at d n sigu-
niya sa institusyon sa ilalim ng kasaluku- rong bigyan ng sapat na pag .akataon ang
yang Kongreso si Senador Sherwin Gatcha- mga mismong residente ng Sibuyan na mai-
lian na kapatid ni Kenneth Gatchalian na kuwento nila ng personal ang mga pinag-
sinasabing may malalim na kaugnayan sa gagawa ng kumpanyang ito bugo pagbig-
nabanggit na mining company. yan ang paliwanag ng naturang mining

Wala pang kumpirmasyon 0 pagtanggi company.
ang pamilya Gatchalian sa impormasyon na Ang lalawigan ng Romblon, kabilang
ito pero para sa delikadesa dapat, sigurong ang isla ng Sibuyan ay kab lang a mga
mag-inhibit ang mambabatas kapag ang bahagi ng. Pilipinas na tukoy na maala-
kapulungan ay nag-umpisa nang mag-us i- ga sa kalikasan dahil nga hindi talaga
sa sa naturang usapin. pumapayag ang mga mam mayan nito

Sa panig naman ni resigned Valenzuela na masalanta ng pagmimina ng kanilang
Congressman na naging Department Social kapaligiran.
Welfare and Development (DSWD) Secre- Kung lalabas na may I?agla ag ang Atlai,
tary Rex Gatchalian, nagsalita ita na tiring- kanselahin a ang perrmso n 0 at ikulong
nan niya ang naturang pangyayari. ang lahat ng mga nagsabwata pan. bagin

Kaya nga marami ang napaisip matapos ang kabun ukan ng Slbuyan.

Mukhang aakyat sa Senado at sa Com-
mission on Appointments (CA) ang balita-
ktakan ng nagbabanggaang grupo sa Sibu-
yan bunga ng pagkakalantad ng pagkasira
ng malaki-laki na ring .bahagi ng naturang
isla dahil sa pagmimina doon.

Ang Sibuyan ay bahagi ng lalawigan ng
Romblon na ngayon ay unti-unti na ring di-
nadayo ng mga turista dahil sa mga natural
na pasyalan at tanawin.

Pero sa kasalukuyan, ibang klaseng ka-
siraan na daw ang idinulot ng Altai Philip-
pines Mining Corporation (APMC) sa lugar
dahil ayon sa Alyansa Tigil-Mina na nakatu-
tok S):! lugar, apat na batas na ang nilalabag
ng mga aktibidades nito. .

'. Kabilang dalA{ sa mga nalabag ay ang
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[)ENR-3· recogniz
Bulacan qoverno
THE Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Regional Office 3 (Cen-
tral Luzon) has recognized Gov.
Daniel Fernando's invaluable
contribution and 'unwavering
support to the programs of the
agency towards the protection,
conservation, and development
of the country's environment
and natural resources.

Fernando is the first pro-
vincial chief executive who
received such recognition frorri
the DENR-3.

Signed by provincial environ-
ment and natural resources of-
ficer Emelita Lingat and former
regional director of Mines and
Geosciences Bureau Engr.Alilo En-
soma Ir. the award acknowledges
Fernando's support to the govern-
ment agency's programs towards
the protection, conservation, and
development of the country's en-
vironment and natural resources.

Fernando also recognized the
efforts of Bulacan Environment

and Natural Resources head
. Atty. Julius Victor Degala and

his team for the prompt and
strict implementation of 'envi-
ronment program and laws in
the province. [

It can be recal ed that Fer-
nal!do successfull orde~ed and
implemented. th suspension
of all mining-rela ed adtivities
and mineral-extr cting opera-
tions for almost tree months
through Executive Orde~ 21. He
also ordered for th s~riq imple-
mentation of exi ting policies
to minimize ill gal m in ing
and to avoid en

l
ironmental

degradation.
The governor als took the lead

in replacing illegal y cut ~rees by
planting 11,000 seedlings in the
province last year. the province's
operation against 'llegallogging
also led to the c~nfisc~tion of
more or less 3,17 bqar1 feet of
illegal lumber an six unregis-
tered chainsaws.

FREDER CK SILVERIO

'.'. .
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DENR AT PBILSA, JOINT
FORCES SA PAOLIIBA NO
NATURAL RESOURCES AT
OEOSPATIAL DATABASE

KAMAKAILAN lang ay inanunsyo ng Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR)namagbabakassilaatangPhilippineSpace
Agency (PhilSA) upang lumikha ng national envi-
ronment and natura1resources geospatial database.

Sakop ng partnership na pinasok ng dalawang
ahensya ang.progress monitoring para sa National
Greening Program (NGP), at pagtatag ng
komprehensibongnational geospatial database para
sa Environment and Natural Resource Accounting
(ENRA) program, kasama na ang koleksyon ng
impormasyon tungkol sa klima at pagsasagawa ng
analysis.

Lilikha ang PhilSA ng mga mapa, systems, at
tools sanationa1levelparasuriinangmgakahinaanat
epektongclimateclimgeatmgasakuna Tutulungan
din nito ang DENR sa pag-monitor ng mga NGP
area at iba pang gubat sa parnamagitan ng remote
sensing, artificial intelligence, at geogrnphic infonna-
tion systems.

MagmmnulasaDENRangmgadatanakailangan
'hI) katanungan ka ha, reklamo 0 nais

ihingi ng tulnng? Sumulat sa "1:\
TAYO:\G L.\H.\T ni Kina \\ in

Gatchalian, BULG \R Bldg .• 538 Quezon
,\\ e., Quezon CiQ 0 mag-cmail sa
I surew in.hulg:II·({{gmail.com

ngPhilSA I
Natutuwa tayo na gagamit ang JlllUDaha1aanng

siyentipikong pamamaraan upang tugunan ang mga
isyung kinakaharap natin, lalO~sa rotekta sa
kalikasan sa harap ng krisis sa ., DDD

Tinatalakay dinnamin sa Senado g committee
report para sa Cultural Mapping b' .

Ang cultural mapping ay t mutukoy sa
sistematikong mga gawain at metpdolohikal na
proseso .para sa paggalugad, ~agdiskubre,
pagdokumenta, pagsuri, pag-interpreta,pagpresenta,
at pagbahagi ng impormasyon tungkol sa mga
pamanang-Iahi ng mgakomunidad sabansa.

Kinikilala ng United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) ang
halaga ng cultural mapping sa pagpreserba sa ating
mga tangible at intangible cu1tural3sSets.DDD

Layunin ng panuka1ang-batas Ill\ amyendahan
ang Republic Act No. 10066 0 National Cultural
Heritage Act of2009 at imamandato ang mga loka!
na pamahalaan na magsagawa ng cultural heritage
mapping ng tangible, intangible,natural, atbuiltheri-
tage sakanilang mgakomunidad.

Kikila1anindinangkarapatanng atingmga indig-
enous peoples na magsagawa ng kanilang sariling
cultural mapping. '

Lilikha rin ng Cultural Mapping, Research, and
Planning Division saila1imngNationa1Commission
for Culture and the Arts, at ng Joint Congressional
Oversight Committee upang matutukan ang
implementasyonng culturalmapping sabuong bansa.

Umaasa tayo na sa tulong ng panuka1ang-batas
na ita ay maging mas matagumpay tayo sa
pangangalagasa pamanang ating Iahinamahalagang
salikngatingkaakuhanbilangmgaPilipino.DDD

Paalala lamang sa lahat na patuloy pa ring mag-
ingat sa paglahas ng bahay, magsuot ng face mask,
ugaliing maghugas ng kamay, bigyang-ha1aga ang

I

kaIusugar~athuwagkalilim
Malalagpasan din natin ito.
Be Safe. Be Well.Be Nice!DDD
Kung mayroon kayong nai. dulog o ipaabot sa

inyongabang lingkod,maaari kay mg anulatsaBE
NlCETAYOniSen. NancyBinay BlJI .GARBldg.,
538 Quezon Ave., Quezon C+ 0 mag-email sa
benicetayo.gmail.com,

Paalalu.amangnasanaayje IllDL osainyong
mga liham ang inyong contact -unnb, g mas
mada1inamin kayong mapaglingkunu \lways Be
Nice! DDD

FOLLOW US!
Facebook: WW' .face ok.com!

SenatorN~lJ:cyBinay
Twitter: www.twitter.com Sen rBinay

@Senator Binay
Instagram: @SenatorNancy may

\
\I,
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Pl.49-M illegal lumber seized it1Nue /aViz
SOLANO, Nueva Vizcaya: Forest rang-
ers and police officers seized
P1.49 million worth of illegally
cut narra lumber at the border
control point in BarangayTactac,
Santa Fe, Nueva Vizcaya on Sun-
day afternoon, reports from the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and
Santa Fe police said:

After a hot pursuit, the DENR
workers assigned at the South Exit
Monitoring Station in Calitlitan,
Aritao town and operatives from
the Santa Fe police collared the
driver, 47-year-old Ronald De-

mate of San Agustin, San Miguel,
Bulacan, who failed to present
transport documents.

Demate did not reveal the owner
of the lumber and was placed
under the custody of Santa Fe
Police Station while a case for the
violation of forestry laws is being
prepared against him.

According to the police, the
forward van-wing type truck with
registration plate number XPT-
116 loaded with 2,975.333 board
feet of narra flitches came from
Apayao.

Dernate's truck has been im-

pounded by the DENR at the
Cagayan Valley Broduct Monitor-
ing Station [Cavaprom) in Aritao.

On January 18, a truck from
Paracelis in Mountain Province
loaded with P2 million worth of
wood products was also appre-
hended by authorities.

With the series of seized hot
lumbers starting in the last quarter
of 2022, the forest protection of-
ficers assigned at ~e Cavaprom led
by JayMarshal Iasmin, supervising
ecosystems mana ement specialist
and checkpoint am leader, have
committed to be ng ore vigilant

in manning the checkpo nts in
collaboration with the law force-
rner.t agencies in the provi ceo

DENR Region 2 ex xutive irec-
tor Gwendolyn Bamb alan sa t"at
an initial meeting a ong e le-
gional executive dim OIS of 1 cos,
Cagayan Valley, Ce ural I zon,
an I the Cordillera A lmini rative
Re ~ion was held t strei gthen
inter-regional colla iorati n for
the purpose of intens fying eil-
la ce operation and nonitc 1 g of
forest protection and law e f rce-
ment initiatives.

VINCE JACOB \II AYA
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Sen. Villar pushes exp sion ofP.Al
list, boost biodiversity p otection

To remove the Philippines from
the list of world's biodiversity
hot spots, Senator Cynthia A.

Villarwants to include more protected
areas (PA) through legislation.

Villar, chairman of the Senate com-
mittee on environment and natural re-
sources, said there are still many places
in the country experiencing high rates of
habitatdegradationandbiodiversityloss.

In her opening remarks during the
Senate hearing on the country's PAs,
Villar lamented that hot spots have
lost around 86 percent of their origi-
nal habitat. "Hot spots are also con-
sidered to be significantly threatened
due to man-made exploitation and by
climate change," said Villar.

"Hence, there are still many areas
in the country, such as wetlands, ma-
rine sanctuaries, tropical forests, wa-
tersheds, wildlife sanctuaries, among
others, that remain underprotectedand
one certain way of affordingprofection
to these areas is by designating them as
PAs through legislation," she added.

The senatornoted that adding more
protected areas becomes even more
urgent and relevant now due to the
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration,

which runs from 2021 to 2030.
This wa declared so that all nations

can massiv ly scale up the restoration
of destroye ecosystems.

This is t e opportune time, Villar
said, to disc ss the merits ofthe seve n
bills on six roposed protected areas.

The fo1l9wing bills are:
• Bill eXfanding the area of an EX-

isting legisltted PA;
• Senate Bill (SB) No. 354 and SB

No. 1259 referring to the Paoay Lake
Protected Llndscape in !locos Norte;

• SB No 1536 referring to the ex-
pansion of e Las Pirias-Parafiaque
Wetland Pa k, a protected area in Las
Pifias and Paraflaque;
.• SBNo.1691,whichreferstotheSan

Francisco Protected Landscape (con-
monlykno as the MulanayWatershed
Forest Rese e) in Quezon Province;

• SB N . 1725 referring to the
Alibijaban otected Landscape ar..cl
Seascape also in Quezon Province;

• SB No. 355 referring to the
Taklong and andog Group of Islands
Natural Par in Guimaras; and

• SB No. 517, which refers to the
Bantayan Gr up of Islands Protected
Landscape a d Seascape in Cebu.

D D
EDITORI~ L CARTOON

D
BANNER

STORY
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IVillar pushes for new,
expanded protected areas
SENATOR Cynthia A. Villar is pushing for the
passage of several bills that will create new
protected areas and expand declared sites to
remove the Philippines' tag as a biodiversity

-- ~-~-
"hotspot" where ecosystems are under seri-
oui threat by human activities.

"Hotspots are also considered to be
significantly threatened due to man-made
exploitation and by climate change," she
sai~ in a statement on Wednesday.

Ms. Villar, chair of the Senate environ-
rnent and natural resources committee,
sai~ many places in the country are seeing
high rates of habitat degradation and
biodiversity loss.

"Hence, there are still many areas in
the' country, such as wetlands, marine
sanctuaries, tropical forests, watersheds,
wil~life sanctuaries, among others, that
remain under-protected and one certain
way of affording protection to these areas
is Qy designating them as protected areas
thrbugh legislation," she said.

Legislating more protected areas, she
added, has also become more urgent
dud to the United Nations Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration, which aims to
preyent, halt and reverse the degradation
of ecosystems on every continent and in
every ocean from 2021 to 2030.

!hereare seven pending bills relating
to t e declaration of new or expanded
pro ected areas.

These include the Paoay Lake
Protected Landscape in lIocos Norte; Las
Pifi~s-Parafiaque Wetland Park; San Fran-
cisco Protected Landscape and Alibijaban
Protected Landscape and Seascape in
Quezon province; Taklong and Tandog

.., Group of Islands Natural Park in Guimaras;
anq Bantayan Group of Islands Protected
Lan~scape and Seascape in Cebu.

1>.ccording to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Philippines is one
of 18 mega-biodiverse countries of the
wo~d, containing two-thirds of the earth's
biodiversity and between 70% and 80%
of tile world's plant and animal species. -
Alyk Nicole O. Tan

i
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'prOtected a as'
By CAMILLE P. BALAGTAS

threatened due to man-made exploi tation and by
climate change," said Villar.

"Hence, there are still many areas the country,
such as wetlands, marine sanctuaries, tropical forests,
watersheds, wildlife sanctuaries, among others, that
remain under-protected, and one certain way of afford-
ing protection to these areas is by designating them as
protected area through legislation," s 'tl~ added.

The senator noted that adding more protected areas
becomes even more urgent and relevant now due to the
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, which runs
from 2021 to 2030.

This was declared so that all ations can massively
scale up the r torati.on of destroyed ecosyste___ ..L.-~-'

TO remove the Philippines from the list of the world's
biodiversity hotspots, Senator Cynthia A. Villar wants
to include more protected areas through legislation.

Villar, the chairperson of the Senate Committee on.
Environment and Natural Resources,said there are still
many places in the country e~riencing high rates of
habitat degradation and biodiversity loss.

In her opening remarks during the Senatehearing on
the country's protected areas, Villar lamented that
hotspots had lost around 86%of their original habitat.

"Hotspot are also considered to be Significantly
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DUM GUETE CITY-Fisherfolk from Apo Is-
land ook a 45-minute banca ride to this city to
join e vironmentalists andthe academic commu-
nity i paying their last respects to the late Na-
tional Scientist and former Environment Secre-
tary gel Alcala, whom many in coastal villages
in Negros Oriental consider as a "hero" for help-
ing th m preserve marine resources. -STORY
BY IRM FAitH PAL

Angel Alcala -SILLIMAN UNIVERSITY

where even the fishers' children
pound on the coral reefs and
drive the fish into the nets.

At that time, many fishers
on Apo Island believed that
the scientists from SU's Marine
Laboratory, now the Institute
of Environmental and Marine
Sciences, led by Alcala and so-
cial workers just wanted to buy
their island and make it another
Silliman property.

But Alcala persisted despite
rumors in the community. He
continued to talk to the .peo-
ple, telling them that keeping a
quarter of their marine area as
off-limits to fishing activities pro-
vided space where the fish could
spawn and reproduce and even-
tually yield more and bigger fish.

Former Environment Under-
secretary Ben Malayang III said
Alcala was one person who was
"not easy to giye up on what he
saw was the tr~th."

On Wedne day, faculty and

TRIBUTES POUR IN FOR FORMER ENVIRO MENT SECRETAJl'r·.-----'1"-.--.

LATE AT'L
By Irma Fait Pal
@inquirervisayas

DUMAGUETE CITY-Fisherfolk
from Apo Island took a 45-min-
ute boat ride to this city to join
environmentalists, residents and
the academic community in pay-
ing their last respects to Nation-
al Scientist Angel Alcala, whom
many in coastal villages in Ne-
gros Oriental consider as their
"hero."

In a Facebook post on Feb.
5, former Apo Island village
chief Liberty Pascobello Rhodes
thanked Alcala, who died on
Feb. 1 at the age of 93, for shar-
ing his knowledge about marine
resources and their preserva-
tion with her fishing communi-
ty, remembering the scientist's
visits during her teens.

"You are our hero because
with you, people on Apo Island
now have better lives and a bet-
ter future," said the 62-year-old
Rhodes.

Alcala's wake is held at Sil-
liman University (SU) here. The
National Academy for Science
and Technology will lead the
state funeral for Alcala, also a
former secretary of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources, on Friday.

As a national scientist, Alca-
la could have been interred at
Libingan ng mga Bayani. How-
ever, his family opted t-o have
his remains buried at Th~ Gal-
dens Memorial Park here. .

r

ENTIST ALCALA A HERO T APO ISLAI~0 FI
Alcala, a Filipino biologist

who was named national scien-
tist in 2014, was known for his
fieldwork to build sanctuaries
and to promote biodiversity in
the aquatic ecosystems of the
country.

Protecting marine resources
Mary Aldeon, one of the mem-

bers of the Development Women
Active Network which Alcala
helped establish in the 1980s, said
she first heard about the scien-
tist's work when she was 22.

At that time, she said Alcala
went to Barangay Apo Island,
off the coast of the southern
town of Dauin, to talk to them
about their marine resources.

Alcala, she said, had told
them they did not have to stay
home as housewives all day, as
they could take an active role in
the fishing industry.

Aldeon, now 64, manages five
bancas (small boats with outrig-
gers) that shuttle' residents and
divers and other guests between
Apo Island and its jump-off point
at Malatapay in Zamboanguita
town.

"We were so innocent when
Dr. Alcala first taught us the
value of industry in a fishing
village, and how to care for our
resources," she said.

Fish catch was abundant
around Apo Island at that time
but most fishers were into cy-
anide fishing and "muro-ami,"
the now-illegal fishing technique

LK
students of the SU I stitute of
Environmental and Marine Sci-
ences took turn ext ling the
irtues of Alcala, the founder of

the university's re earch facility.
"There is a pl net needing to

be healed and saved," . id Hilco-
nida Calumpong, corm director
of the SU Marine Labo tory.

Simple man
Another facul me nber, Ai-

leen Maypa, remembered how
Alcala challenged er tc take her
doctorate. "Fish s. our primary
resource; our country n eds peo-
ple who know fis~." sai Maypa,
recalling Alcala's words

Mario Pas cob 1I0, 5, , village
chief of Apo Island, saic he was
only 7 years old whe he met
Alcala in their community.

"He was aver r sim le man.
He would just leep on the
beach or inside t ie 01 chapel
when it rained," h sai

At night, Alcala would set
up a black-and-wl ite t evision
attached to a small power gen-
erator set.

"It was our first time watch-
ing television. Sir Alca. would
s lOW movies abo It fisl .s, cor-
als, and the life of fishe en in
the Philippines. Aften ard, he
would explain to us wha we had
j st watched," Pas obel said.

. "His advocacy for he ma-
rine environment tran. ormed '
me and my family fron being
reef destroyers to eef r gers,"
he added. INQ

l
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P2bkinitanl Pampanga uarry
AABOT sa mahigit 2. billion pesos ang quarry collections ng

Pampanga sa loob ng 41 months, simula Hulyo 12019.
Sa report, mas malaki ang collection ng Pampanga Provincial

Government ngayong taon, aabot sa 88.2 million pesos.
Patunay lamang ito sa mahusay na pangongolekta ng buwis ng

Provincial Treasurers Office at quarry regulatory unit mula sa
sand at gravel galing sa Mt. Pinatubo.

Samantala, ang dagdag na pondong ito ay ginag~t ng Pamaha-
laang Panlalawigan para sa karagdagang serbisyo, sa mga Kapam-
pangan.

---r
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Angel Alcala: Loving God's cr iatur
~ ",

A
ngel Chua Alcala, 93, died on Feb. 1, 2023,
in Dumaguete City, mqurned by scientif-
ic, academic, and multiple communities,
here and abroad. Alcala stands tall-pri-

mus inter pares, first among equals-for his
three decades of service as biologist, univer-
sity professor and president (Silliman), Cabi-

, net secretary, marine scienrist-e-the list goes
on and on, as do the accolades and awards he
has garnered: Outstanding Sillimanian (1988),

. Ramon Magsaysay awardee for public service
(1992), National Scientist (2014), Asean Biodi-
versity Hero (2017), Pew fellowship in marine
conservation, and a host of other awards.

Hailing from a coastal village in Negros
Occidental, the young Alcala and his brother
helped their father breed milkfish (bangus) in
ponds for sale locally, on occasion catching
crabs and shrimp for a family feast. Living
close to sea and shore, it is no wonder Alcala
would eventually make their protection his
life's calling.

Graduating from Silliman University (SU)
in 1951 magna cum laude in BS Biology, Alca-
la later proceeded to Stanford University for
his master's and doctorate degrees in biology
studies, supported by scholarship grants.

Alcala's numerous awards are mere
shorthand for his enduring contributions to
science and society: identification of 50 new
species of amphibians and reptilians, setting
up a marine protected area (MPA) in 1974,
which is a "no take" zone that bans fishing,
mining, drilling, and extractive activities,

HIGH BLOOD
JURGETTE HONCUlADA

pioneering artificial coral reefs in the '70S
as Department of Environment and Natural
Resources secretary, which now num er over
1,000 throughout the country, a best ractice
adopted in the Southeast Asian region. His
work has also informed the inclusion of MPAs
in both the Local Government Code and the
Fisheries Code. Alcala founded two ~esearch
institutions: the Silliman Marine Laboratory
(now the Institute of Environmental ;md ¥a-
rine Sciences) and the Angelo King C~nter for
Research and Environmental Management,

Undergirding all this was his "deep faith
in God and the traditions and teachings of
the church," according to Silliman University
pastor Noriel Capulong. The latter speaks of
Alcala's "unwavering and active invol~ement"
in the life and ministry of the SU church as
elder and council member; and as a preacher
on numerous occasions. More recently, Capu-
long notes, Dr. Alcala, as a member of the SU
board of trustees, "expressed deep concern 0
the leadership crisis" besetting the national
church (United Church of Christ in the Philip-
pines or UCCP) for many years. In 2018, some
UCCP members filed charges agains its na-
tionalleadershlp for illegally leasing land in
Tacloban City to' the Gaisano conglo erate.

Dr. Alcala was involved in ediation proceed
. ings, which failed when the eade hip refused
to submit basic documents.

We pay tribute to D . Ale la for the
MPAs that ensure that our coa s and seas
heal from overfishing, thus re oring sus-
tainable li relihoods to impo eri hed fishing
communities. His healing f rm la is called
the "25 percent solution" based on years of
research: I f an MPA rehabi itates 25 percent
of coral reefs in that area, t lis WI protect 25
percent of fishery species in the same area
and "the spillover effects of ... nr take reha-
bilitation will enable an ec isyst "'l to thrive
long enough to protect itself." W also thank
Dr. Alcala for the countles: lea ning mod-
ules drawing on outputs of 'te search in-
stitutes and on the books an ov 160 scien-
tific papers !le has written.

Angel Alcala has preached-
the gospel of life abundant for tI
of Negros [and elsewhere) from
came. A man of few words, lis d
vocacies now serve to heal the E;
teach young and old alike hat
that creep and crawl and ly an
part of God's creation-by nann
viding the 1sanctuary.

Rest in peace, Dr. Alcala.

action-
fisherfolk
hence he

ds and ad-
rth and to
creatures
swim are

:> and pro-

Jurgette Honculada, in her mid-70s, is from
Zamboang a City. She is a mem oer of the
United Church of Christ i the hilippines
and the ad /ocacy group Pagmat
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Members of the Manila Bay para sa Tao Network hold a protest In front f the Department of Environment a
Resources offIce in Quezon City yesterday to mark their foul1h Gnnlv rliofY and d@nouncl. tho DENR'§ I
reclamation projget in MAnll4 Bay. JESSE BUSTOS
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"WALANG MAUNLAD NA KINABUKASAN, KUNG
WASAK ANG KAUKASAN!" Kasabay ng kanilang ikr
4 na anibersaryo, nagkilos-protesta ang environmen-
tal group na Manila Bay para sa Tao Network
(MBPSTN) sa harapan ng Department of,Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) sa Lungsod ng
Quezon. Panawagan ng grupo na kumilos ang
ahensya /aban sa patuloy na pagwasak sa karagatan.
Panawagan nila na ipatigil ang reklamasyon at
paghuhukay. at sa halip ay gawin ang tunay na
rehabilitasyon sa Manila Bay. (JAYMEL GONZALES)
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Nagsagawa
ng protesta
sa lahas ng
opisina ng
DENR sa
Quezon City
anggrupong
The Manila
Bay Para sa
TO/) Network
nakung SIlQ1I

i n a k u s a-
hanangmga
opisyales
sa pagwa-
walangbaha-
fa UIIUlno sa
pagkawasak
ngkaragatan
sapanumuzgitan ng pagtatombak at pagsagawa ng reclomatWn. -Jesse Bustos-

. '
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Iplnagdlwang ng Manila Bay Para sa Tao Network ang kanllang ika-4 n
anlbersaryo sa psmamagitan ng protesta sa harap ng DENR office SII
Quezon CIty, kung saan fnakusahan nlfa ang flang Qpisyal ng ahensy, n
nakakallmot na maprotektahan ang karagatan dahll sa pstuloy na psg-
tampon, reclamation, at quarrying activities. Iglnllt nlla ang mBdaliang
pag-aksyon ng tanggapsn sa kanilang mga hlnaing. (Kuha nl Jesse Bustos)
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BASE sa PHILIPPINE AT-
MOSPHERIC, GEOPHYSI-
CAL AND ASTRONOMI-
CAL SERVICES ADMINIS-
TRATION (PAGASA), no-
ong ika-7 ng Pebrero,
ban dang alas-6 ng uma-
ga, ang antas ,ng tubig sa
Angat Dam ay nasa 212.93
metro. Ibig sabihin nag-
sisimula na ang pagbaba
n9 'antas lalong-Ialo na at
pepasok na ang panahon

ng tag-init, mas mara-
ming gagamit n9 tubig.

Noong 1968 ginawa ang
dam kaya nasa limangput-
limang taong na ngayon.
Dati-rati, kakaunti lang ang
rnqa establishment, indus-
triya at mga taong naninira-
han sa Metro Manila, iilan
lang ang kumokonsumo ng
tubig na nanggagaling sa
Angat Dam kaya sapat ang
tubig kahit sa panahon rig

iNGAT DAM N SA IIUl-55 TAON FiGAYO 2023
tag-init." ~aya naman, para makatu-

Todona ang pagbabantay I~ng sa mag-asawa sa ka-
ng NationalWater Resources n lang pagcaba-badyet.
Board (NWRB) sa naturang Palagiangtandan, maging
dam upang maiwasan 180 responsble sa paggamit ng
meters. t big, siguradong makatipid

Ang panawaganni Dr.Se- s mga gastusin sa bahay.
villo D. David Jr., Executive Ipinapaalala ang tamang
Director ng NWRB, bawasan pagtitipidn£1tubig:
ang inyong paggamit ng tu- - Huwag iwanang naka-
big kung kayo ay nasa traba- b kas ang gripo habang nag-
ho 0 nasa public area, tulad slSipilyo.
ng malls at restaurant 0 nasa - Huwa~ hayaan urnaa-
loob ng inyong tahanan. gos ang whig kapag naghu-
. Ang pagtitipid ng bawa'! hugas ng rr ga prutas, 0 gu- .
pamilya ay maaaring guma- larsa halip ay gumamit ng
wa ng malaking pagkakaiba p langgana sa paghuhugas
kung lahat tayo ay nagkakai- n mga ItO Pagtapos ftabl
sa na maging responsible sa a~g tubig na nagamit at ilaan
paggamit ng tubig. sa iba pan~Jpaglilinisan sa

Sa panahon ng tag-init,si- bahay gaya ng pagdidl ig ng
guradongtataasdin ang kon- halaman.

_su_m_o_ng_!u_b_ig_a_t_ku_ry_e_n_te_.~-"~lit ng mga mali-

nis na baunan at lalctgran ng
pagkain ~ra makairr 3 ng
tubig pan Iutoat pa :J inolT'.
Bagoinu in,pakulua ir-una
angtubig.

- Huwa mag-imba '1gtu-
big sa m lalagyan a da-
ting pinag imbakan ' mga
nakalalas ng kemikal

Kun~ nais nin
malamall ang TA G

IMPdRMASY
TAMANG SERBIS nl
AGARANG SE I YO

• YO~~~~~~ L,
. "HILD ONG" at sa
Faceboo Fanpage"TV
RADIO ILDA 0

Huwag kalimut
l-cllck ang salit

"SUBSC IBE"." L
at SHARE".
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'protected areas'.
threatened due to man-made exploitation and by
climate change," said Villar.

"Hence, there are still many areas in the country,
such as wetlands, marine sanctuaries, tropical forests,
watersheds, wildlife sanctuaries, among others, tat
remain under-p tected, and one certain way of aff rd-
ing protection t these areas is by designating the as
protected areas through legislation," she' added.

The senator oted that adding more protected areas
becomes even more urgent and relevant r.ow due to the
UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoratio , which runs
from 2021 to 2030.

This was dec:;laredso that all nations can massively
scale up the r toration of destroyed ecosystems.

see
By CAMILLE P. BALAGTAS

TO remove the Philippines from the list of the world's
biodiversity hotspots, Senator Cynthia A. Villar wants
to include more protected areas through legislation.

Villar, the chairperson of the Senate Committee on.
Environment and Natural Resources,said there are still
many places in the country experiencing high rates of
habitat degradation and biodiversity loss.

In her opening remarks during the Senatehearing on
the country's protected areas, Villar lamented that
hotspots had lost around 86% of their original habitat.

"Hotspots are also considered to be Significantly, .



~ ~7L~ _

~Qo STORY

LOWER

D
ANNER

STORY

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON~~[[1J

I PAGE

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

'-----~ I ITIATIVES
SERVICE

TITlE:

:"0 -2
DATE

Climate change is slowly having
impact on human health=expert

Ih' ROR'I V,.;;co
Contributor

EVERwondered why the world's
polar caps are melting? Did your
heart melt when you saw a polar

bear standing precariously atop a small
chunk of ice that came from melted
polar caps?

According to the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council (NRDC),

. global warming is created with
the burning of "fossil" fuels such
as coal, crude oil and gas. Al-
though these fuels answer the
energy needs to produce light in
our homes, fun our cars and oper-
ate factories to produce our daily
needs, it also fuels global warm-
ing by creating immense amounls
of carbon dioxide emissions that
are then trapped in the planet's
atmosphere, thus creatingclimate
change. This means the more car-
bon dioxide in the air, the hotter
the climate gets.

In her presentation during
the "Stop COVID Deaths' webi-
nar titled "Climate Change and
post-Covid-19 Health Security'
that was organized by the Uni-
versity of the Philippines and the
UP Manila NIH National Tele-
health Center together with the
UP Philippine General Hospital
(UP-PGH), Dr. Susan Pineda Mer-
cado. co-Chair of the National
Panel of Technical Experts of
the Philippine Climate Change
Commission, said that fossil fu-
els create greenhouse gases that
account for 80 percent of carbon
dioxide leading to global warm-
ing and ocean acidification.

"The Philippines spll has coal-
fired plants though they should
have been phased out completely .
Currently, the greatest emitter of
fossil fuels in the world is China
and unless the higger countries
bring down their emissions, we all
suffer. The bigger countries are the
ones that have tocutdown on their
use of fossil fuels though that's
really very contentious," she said.

Right now, Dr. Mercado said
scientists are aiming for only a
1.5-degree Centigrade increase
in temperature by 2030 but they
themselves believe it's not realis-
tic with what's happening today.
They believe an increase of more
than 1.5 degrees (some estimates
peg it at four degrees) poses a sce-
nario where only reptiles will be
able to survive.

Climate Change: the impact
on humap health
SHEsaid that rising temperatures,
extreme weather, rising sea lev-
els and increasing carbon dioxide
levels can result in air pollution,
which increases the risk f~r asth-
ma and cardiovascular disease,
changes in vector ecology such
as malaria, dengue, encephali-
tis, Hantavirus, Rift Valley fever,
Lyme disease, Chikungunya, and

West Nile Virus. Incr sing allergens
contribute to respir tory allergies
and asthma, water ~ality impacts
could result in chol ra and other
kinds of water-borne~isease. Water
and food supply imp cts can lead to
malnutritionanddia hea, whileen-
vironmental degrada ion can result
in forced migration, civil conflict
and mental health im act. Extreme
heat causes heat-rela ed illness and
d ea th, cardiovascula failure, and
severe weather can I d to injuries,
fatalities, and mental Iealth impacts.

Slow-onsetevents- at to donext?
CLIMATE change, ac ording to Dr.
Mercado, will bring bout what is
called "Slow Onset Ev nts" or SOEs,
events that happen slowly that
are hardly noticeable. hese include
increasing temperatu e, "desertifi-
cation" where fertile and becomes
a desert due to clima e change and
other human activiti ,loss of bio-
diversity, land and fo est degrada-
tion, glacial retreat, ea level rise,
ocean acidification a d salination,
where salt water i trudes into
ground water.

Climate change is aid to be the
greatest threat to pu lie health, a
threat seen as an exist ntial one due
to concerns where hu anity's sur-
vival hangs in the bala ceo Thus, Dr.
Pineda pointed out the there should
be substantial investm nts in public
health. particularly in the areas of
surveillance, laborato ies, vaccine
production, workforce evelopment
and emergency manag ment.

Some of the const aints at the
early onset of COVid_II' she noted,
was slow testing. "We ad only one
bio-safety levellaborat ry 3. Testing
was slow since we were lot prepared
for an outbreak. There was also no
local Personal Protectiv Equipment
[PPE) production so he Ith workers

I

got infected resulting to eath, and
that serious rr istakewhe e hospitals
not geared ll' for infect on control
accepted Covid-19 patien s."

She reiterated the nee to create
a good laboratory and s rveillance
network, wl- ic:h is what
tries have d me already,
determine if t -iere is a ne virus or if
there are rm.t ations happening that
could impact the countr 's control
measures. "Creating a g d labora-
tory and surveillance net rkshould
be made a par-t of an over IIplan for
pandemic preparedness y putting
in the neces s.rr y invest ents," Dr.
Mercado em ohasteed.

She also po: nted to ha ng a body
of technical eaperts who re highly
skilled in sur vellla nce, a b dy that is
somewhat similar to the S Centers
for Disease Control and otection,
ourownPhilippineCDC." e have to
purposely be better at su veillance
and start 100 dng at how e're going
to manage all infections irqthe coun-
try and not just Covid-19.1

Dr. Mere ado also sug s ted the
"repur posing" of the Que on Insti-
tute, which rsed to be t e center
for t ube rcul oui s, into a National
Center for Pandemic Pre redness
and Respon se, and to tockpile
PPEs that can be given 0 health
workers whe n they need it. Given
the cond it ious of c ltmat change,
she said. an JI her pande ic may
hit the wot ld a gain.

Ma ny peop ,e. Dr. Merca pointed
out, don't notice SOEs bu they are
slowly affecting people's ives and
they don't see n to be actin as much
as they should. "It's hap~ning so
slowly that unless you step ack, you
don't realize tl- atthe Earth i actually
on fire or underwater in ma y places
and you think it'; justsomet ing that
happened to YJlI today not ealizing
how widespread it is."
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Warming oceans
threaten sea turtles
PARIS: Rising sea temperatures are
threatening sea turtle populations .
by warming their nesting sites on
beaches across the world, a new
study found Wednesd~y. .

The climate change-fueled phe-
nomenon could cause local extinc-
tions of the already threatened
reptiles, which have a long breeding
cycles and are slower to adapt than
many other species, such as birds or
butterflies. . ,j r

Sea turtles dig holes and lay their
eggs in, the sand, which has become
warmer in recent years thanks to
ri~ing sea temperatures caused by
global warming.

Warmer nest temperatures pro-
duce more female offspring, thus
risking overwhelmingly female
populations that will have trouble
finding mating partners in the
future. " ,

Many nestingsites are heavily
female-biased today, suggesting ris-
ing temperatures are already having
an impact.

High temperatures at nesting
sites can also decrease hatchling
production.
, Wednesday's study looked at
whether sea turtles could shift their
breeding period to cooler parts of
the year ~n order to bring nest tern-
peratures down,

'In the. first global study of its
kind, researchers modelled how sea
turtles could mitigate the impact of
.a global temperatures rise of 1.5 de-
gree Celsius - the best case scenario
outlined by the United Nations - at
~8 nesting sites around the world.

On current trends, the world is
headed for an increase of 2.6 C
above the preindustrial benchmark. '

They found that moving the
, breeding period mitigated about 55
percent of sea water warming, mean-
ing that in about 45 percent of cases
the nesting was at risk.

"These findings, u derscore con-
cerns for the long- Ill). survival of
this iconic group, W said tbe report
published in the Ro al Society Open
Science loumel;

Lead author Iaoq es-Olirj~ Laloe
said the findings pint to the "re-
ally worrying" poss bility that local
extinctions could e sUf I
, The work found th~t sea turtles
breeding at high~r I titudes did ben-
efitwhentheymo theirn~tingpe-
riod to a-period wi cooler weather.

But this was hard r [pr sea turtles
living near the equ toi where tem-
peratures areless li~ely to fluctuate
seasonally, the r~p~ saidJI ,

Scientists warn at gl9bal tem-
peratures are likely warm beyond
1.5 C, possibly b mid-century,
which means the stJr'S findings are
likely /Ioptimistic re ultS.,,,said Laloe
of Australia's Deaki University.

"In reality, it's ikely that sea
turtles have less ad ptive potential
to climate change, 1/ e said.

There are a few w ys that humans
can help to cool th nests, such as
providing shade or teiin~ the sand.
But these are "tern r~ 'band-aid"
fixes, according' to authors,

"Solutions to a d~essl climate
change, like redudn greenpouse gas
emissions, switching 0 tenewable en-
ergies and changing ~~-use patterns,
are required to redu efuture climate
change impacts, "th study said.

The researchers sa d the modeling
could apply to othef reptiles whose
breeding success is temperature-
dependent and thJs vulnerable to
climate change, sut as crocodiles
and tortoises: I l

The research 100 ed at all seven
sea turtle species, sIX of Which are
already on the InteTational Union
for Conservation of ature's Red List
of Threatened Sped s. AFP
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i e 5.1
arines Ni JUN I. LEGA•

INUGA n~ magnitude na 5.1 na lindol an~ probinsiya
ng Camarines Norte, Martes ayon sa Phili{,pine Insti-
tute of Volcanology 'and Seismology (Phivlocs).

Sa monitorin~ center ng ahensiya, naitala ang sentro
ng lindo! sa 15 kilometer northeast ng Tinaga Island 9:46
p.m. (Pebrero 7) at tectonic ang origm ng lindol.

Marling nagbabala ang Phivolcs dahil na rin sa ma-
baba ang lalim nito sa lupa kaya inaasahan ang posibleng
aftershocks. . .

Sanhi ng alakas na lindol, naram iaman ang Inten-
sity V sa lugar ng Mercedes, amarines orte, Intensity
IV naman ang naramdaman sa Daet, Camarines Norte,
Intensity I sa Raga), Camarines SUlr,Intensity Il sa
Tabaco, Albay, lriga City, Samarines Su.r, Cuinayangan,
at Polilio probinsiya I1gQuezon.

Intensity I naman ang naramdaman sa mga lugar ng
Legazpi City, bay; Lopez, Gumaca, Iulanay, auban,
sa Quezon.
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