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DENR-PhiISA ~
creating geospat ~I

database
BY JING VILLAMENTE

The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources and the
Philippine Space Agency this week seale
a partnership to create the nation~l
environment and natural resources (EN) ;
geospatial database. 1

A memorandum of agreement was Si~ed 'I'
between Environment Secretary Anto ia l'
Loyzaga and PhilSA Director General r. 'iL.
Joel Joseph S: Marciano Jr: fur a collaborat l'" ~
project of using satellite Imagery m crea mg \
the national ENRgeospatial database, a~ in '"
other related programs of the DENR. '

"A geospatial platform is fundamenta for "
us in terms of establishing the physical is @

of our natural resources, and in terms of our ,
wanting to inventory them for strategic and,
critical development of our country," Loy flgaj
~d' ~

The MoAspecifically covers two initiati es: ~
the National Greening Program prog ess
monitoring through the use of current and
emerging space science and technology
applications capabilities in the country, and
the establishment of a comprehensive nat onal
geospatial database for the Environmenta and
Natural Resource Accounting Program, hich
includes the collection of climate inform ~tioI\
and conduct analysis.

PhilSA will be responsible in develo ing
and generating maps, systems and tools pn a
national level that analyzes vulnerabilitiesj and
impacts of climate change and disasters, among
many others: , . I~
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AN official of the Sibuyanons
Against Mining on Tuesday said
that the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR) should revoke the min-
eral production sharing agreement
(MPSA) of Altai Philippines Min-
ing Company (APMC) after the
DENR ordered the suspension of
its mining operation in Romblon.

In a radio interview, Sibuyanons
Against Mining c ordinator Eliza-
beth Ibanez maintained that the
actions of the DENRagainst APMC
were not enough.

"Our call is to ensurethatAPMC
will permanently leave the area by
revoking the MPSA of Altai. Until
the mining company leaves the

eel to revoke MPSA of Alt
area, we will not be at peace as it
is possible that they will resume
their operation in the mountains, "
Ibanez said.

DENR Mimaropa regional di-
rector Joe Amil Salino has ordered
the APMC to suspend its mining
operation in Sibuyan Island as he
issued notice of violation against
APMC for operating a causeway
project without an environmental
compliance certificate.

Ibanez added that as of Tuesday,
ores from the barge were still being
unloaded at the pier.

"The ore from the barge that
was supposed to be transported
to China, was being unloaded at
the pier. The problem is the soil

is being dumped at the pier. Once
it rains, it will be washed out into
the ocean. It will contaminate the
water;" Ibanez noted.

According to Ibanez, the DEN
should ensure that APMC should
be held liable amid the various
violations it committed.

"The mining company commit-
ted a lot of violations. It caused
the destruction of the mountain,
induding the denudation of forest.
Many people were also hurt. The
activities caused inconvenience to
the residents," she added.

At the same time, Ibanez echoed
the statement of Councilor Jhay
Romero of Barangay Espana,
San Fernando, Romblon that the

i
I

•

human barricade of I' ide n swill
continue.

"The police are sti I then claim-
ing they are alleged maintaining
the peace and ord . Un then,
we will maintain our an fade as
we are awaiting coneret ction
from the governme: t. We c nnot
aff ird to lower our ~ard s once
th e cease and desist ) der 1 lifted,
th ~operation of All; vill r me,"
she said.

Ibanez also welcc m d e an-
nc l ncement of Sen Ana I eresia
"Rilla"Hontiveros 1. t she ,vIII file
a esolution calling m th enate
to formally look int: the <10 , tions
of APMC.

BELL (I. IASO
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'INIl[!;~ g - artrnent of Environment and Na- Inatasan din ang Provincial Environment and
tur~ources lENR) ang paghinto sa operasyon Natural Re¥>urces ng Romblon na magsagawa ng

~

Ig '. 'Philipp' Mining.Corporation (APMC) sa imbestigasjon sa mga porensyal na n\lSir~g sea-
ib " ISland, : blon dahil-sa- iI¥lg diurnano'y ,; grass at yarp.ang dagat, at. maghain ng ,riaaangkop
g I!,&labag '. arig werasyori: "- " ' na -rnga legal na aksiyon, kung kinakalJ~gan, sa
Aygn'sa inil na joint order ng DENR-MlMA- iniulat na pagputol ng mga puno nang'walang per-

ROP~,gion, bmanggit nito ang pagpapahinto sa' mit. . . . ',' -,.
mga aftibidad ng APMCtulad ng construction at lrianunsyo .ng APMC nitong Limes, na'ititigil
operation ng causeway sa bayan ng San Fernando na nito ang mga exploration at testing activity sa
,Ias a precautionary measure against potential ir- Sibuyan Island, Nakahanda rin silang makikipag-
reparable damage to the government." tulungan at makikipag-ugnayan sa mga awtori-

Napag-alamang "gumagawa ang APMC ng dad upangmatugunan ang mga isyu sakanilang
causeway nang- walang .aprubadong lease agree- operasyon sa nasabing isla.
ment at environmental compliance certificate. ,_ Ang APMC ay minamay-ari ng plastic king na si

Sinuspinde tin ng DENR ang are transport per-" William Gatchalian.
rnit na inisyU sa APMC at inutusan ang mining firm Pinaiimbesrigahan na rin sa Senado ang gi-
na ihinto ang pagdad~ ng nickel ore mula sa con- nawang pagmimina sa Sibuyan na binansagang
tract site patungo sa causeway. ~a1apagos af Asia' dahil mayaman ito sa flora at

Ang aplikasyon ng kompanya para sa miscel- - fauna at dito rin naninirahan ang mga threatened
laneous lease agreement ay binasura rin dahil sa species ng t;nga Ibon sa Mt. Guitinf-G1.,IitingNatio-
paglabag sa.Public Land Act. ' f, 'rial Park, (Is~:.s;mtiagb) ',' -

~ t; .,. •.•.•. _. __ ~_ .'"- __ :L.
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For now, the Altai Philippine upholds laws to protect the
Mining Corp. (APMC)has ceased environment and the community
its operations to extract nickel living in resource-rich areas.
ore from Sibuyan Island in the Obviously,we haven't learned
town ofSan Fernando, Romblon. enough from the Marcopper
The human barricade did well disaster to demand more than
in drawing media attention just minimum compliance from
to the serious concerns today's mining firms.
of island residents and Back to bullying
environmentalists. China is back to its bullying

This halt, though, is not tactics in the West Philippine
the result of legal action or Sea. This time it is using two of
government sanctioning, so its coast guard ships and two
it is non-binding. Altai has other maritime militia vessels to
only agreed to stop its mining test the patience ofour very own
activities until after sorting out navy ship BRPAndres Bonifacio
three violations pointed out by (PS-17)near Panganiban Reef.
authorities. What happens at sea directly

From the APMC'sstandpoint, represents President XiJinping's
this is just a hiccup in its 25- two-faced diplomacy toward the
year operation plan to mine the Philippines.
area. Even if protesters were ~ Too many, too often, too
correct in claiming that it had blatant, too antagonistic,
been operating illegally, there and too oppressive have been
seems tobe no resolve on the the encroachments made by SHORT BURSTS. For
Department of Environment Chinese vessels in the WPSthat comments or reactions,
and Iatural Resources (DENR)to our fishermen have lost their emailfiring 'ne@ymaiLcom
shut the mining firm down. livelihood and our sovereign or tweet @~jje_View.Read

If Altai eventually gets its rights over our maritime borders current and past issues of
way, what's bothersome is that trampled on. . this column at Goodbye,
the government shall have So,here we are now,f9rced to pseudo-j oi, rnalists and
demonstrated how poorly it lookatthe option ofholdingjoint trolls!+--------~-----~--~------------~==--~I--~------~

FIRING LINE
ROBERT B. ROQUE, JR.

Halt to mining in Sibuyan suspi~ious

coast guard patrols with
our defense ally,the United
States. Maybe,Chinadoesn't
want that to happen; but
they sure were askirig for
it.

'Doctored' by doctors?
The country's leading

forensic pathologist, Dr.
RaquelFortun, must be sick
to her stc mach that her
recent rev]ew has exposed
how doctors certified as
"natural causes" the deaths
of drug war victims who
agents of the law had
gunned do vn,

Fortun said she was
"being nice" in saying
that 12 cases were "mis-
certifications" by doctors
who declared pneumonia,
hypertension, infarction,
and sepsis as the causes
of death.

It's ab out time the
National Bureau of
Investigatio:J. stepped in,not
just to prosecute the killers
but to build criminal cases
against the doctors and see
themjailedJ'or hiding these
heinous crimes.

* * *
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•1Sibuyan, Romblon; 'Galapago:; 0
,

ng nickel, chromite, cobalt "It iror
At kamakailan nga, nagkaroon ng

tulakan ang mga pulis at mga nag-
poprotesta na humaharang sa ga
truck na hahakot ng mineral papunta
sa ginawang pantalan kung saar na-
katamba r ang mga barko.

Panawagan sa pamahalaan ng "'1ga
taga-Sibuyan, ibasura 0 pawal.ing-
bisa ang ano mang perm t na ag-
papahintulot na pumutol ng pur 0 at
bumungkal ng lupa sa lalawiga, a
hitik at mayaman sa mga halaman at
hayop kaya binansagan itong "Gala-
pagos of Asia",

Kilala ang Sibuyan sa bulubun-
dukin nitong Mt. Guiting-Guiting
National Park. May mga ibon na
rito lang urnano makikita ga. a ng
hanging parrot 0 "Kulasisi". Nandoon
din ang critically endangered Philip-
pine na lube-nosed Fruit Bat. Bukod
pa sa 700 uri daw ang halaman at 54
ang endemic 0 doon lang makikita.

Dapat daw na ipatigil ng DENR ang
anumang' aktibidad ng pagmimina sa
isla, at suriin ang pinsalang idinulot
na nito sa kalikayan. Kahit nga raw
ang gina vang pantalan eh bara-bara.
Ang problema, balitang ma.akas ang
backer ang mga minero kahit pa
itanong sa mga mambabatas a
pumupormang maka-masa at m
kalikasar. Laging Tanda : Bat.t 0
ko at Ako ang Spy n'yo."

Bukod do on, sinasabiry,g nabig-
yan ng bagong bahay an~ pamilya
ni Ranara. May mga report din na
tinulungan daw na maipagawa ang
luma nilang bahay sa probinsiya.
Sana eh totoo ang mga ito at hindi
papogi lang. "

Sa kabila ng mapait na nangyari,
marahil maiibsan ang lungkot maging
ni Ranara kung makikita niya na kahit
papaanoehmagigingmaayos ang buhay
ng kaniyang pamilya. Iyon naman ang
dahilan kaya nangingibang-bayan ang
mga OFW:angmabigyan ng magandang
buhayang kanilang mga anak.

Sabi ng ilan ating ayudanatics na
kurimaw, magandang gawin ang mga
ganitong klase ng tulong kahit sa mga
OFW na buhay at patuloy patuloy
na kumakayod sa ibang bansa, Ibig
nilang sabihin, gawing regular ang
pagbibigay ng bahay at mga scholar-
ship kahit man lang sa 10 deserving
OFWs 0 domestic helper bawat taon.
Bilang pasasalamat nga naman sa
kanila na itinuturing mga bagong
bayani. Why not nga naman?

Speaking of tulong, hurnihingi rin
ng tulong ang mga taga-Sibuyan,
Romblon dahil sa pagpapahintulot
ng pamahalaan na magkaroon ng
pagmimina sa kanilang lugar,

Hang dekada na kasing pinupun-
tirya ng mga mining company ang
Sibuyan na mayaman sa mineral gaya

May mga tropapips tayo
na inihalintulad ang mga
nagmimina sa lalaking ma-

tindi ang tama sa Sibuyan Island sa
Romblqn na para naman daw isang
dilag na "birhen at napakaganda" na
gustong simsimin ang bango.

Pero bago 'yan, nailibing na nitong
Linggo sa Las Pifias ang pinaslang
na OFW na si Jullebee Ranara, na
pinagsamantalahan umano, nabun-
tis, pinatay at sinunog ng 17-anyos
na anak ng kaniyang amo sa Kuwait.

Sa kabila ng napakasakit na pang-
yayari, malaking tulong sa pamilya
ni Ranara para maibsan ang sarna
ng loob at lungkot ang mga tulong
na ibinibigay ng gobyemo at maging
ng ibang opisyal, at pribado.

Batay sa mga ulat, bukod sa mga
tulong pinansiyal at insurance, may
scholarship na matatanggap ang mga
anak ni Ranara hanggang sa makata-
pos sila ng pag-aaral. Sana lang eh
huwag sayangin ng mga bata ang
pagkakataon.
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BE part of the solution to
the growing waste man-
ageme t problem in the
country.

This is the appeal of
the Department of Envi-
ronment and atural Re-
sources (DE R)-
through its Environmen-
tal Management Bureau
(EMB)to the general pub-
lic, saying that it is high
time that people take re-
sponsibility and do their
best to properly dispose
of waste with zero waste
living-reuse, reduce, re-
cycle-on top of every-
one's mindset.

The EMB stressed that
every action counts regard-
ing solid waste manage-
ment as the country already
suffers from garbage over-
load, lack of land to serve

as sanitary landfills, and
even the ntismanagement
of these solid waste dis-
posal system .

It further said that it is
very important that house-
holds and communities
have zero waste strategies
in place, especially since.
the Repubfic Act (RA)
9003,or the EcologicalSol-
id Waste Management Act
of 2000, has been in effect
for 22 years now.

Among these strategies
are composting organic
wastes, Switching to reus-
able containers and bags
instead of using single-use
plastics, segregating
wastes, and retnevmg re-
cyclable materials.

. TheEMBexpressedcon-
fidence that the newly en-
acted Extended Producers

Responsibility (EPR) Act merit-friendly prootic
of 2022, or RA l1SQS tha advocate sustai be
would remarkably aid in con sumption and pr u
addressing the country' tion, circula eeon
solid waste and plastic pol- and full responsib l"t)
lution probtems. throughout the ife c

The EPR Act, which of products.
lapsed into law on July 30, Oil.Feb. 9~10,the
2022, mandates enterpris- will host a conferer-
es to establish EPR pro- var (IUS stakeholder
grams that focus on waste shai e initiatives tOW2
reduction, recovery,and re- efficientEPRand a c
cycling N plastic packag- nial commitment of the
ing. dus Dy sector to EP

It also promotes the de- pli lee and submiss
velopment of environ- the BPRpro~am.
~ .•..............--.
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DENR-EMB seeks
zero waste goal

THE Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) is urging the
public to be part of the solution to take
action to achieve zero waste.

The agency through its Environmen-
tal Management Bureau called on the
people that it is high time to take respon-
sibility and do their "best to properly
dispose waste with zero waste living-
reuse, reduce, recycle-c-on top of every-
one's mindset."

The DENR said each person's action
matters as the country is already suffer-
ing from garbage overload, lack of land
to serve as sanitary landfills and even the
mismanagement of solid waste disposal
systems. .

The bureau said it is vital that house-
holds and com,munities have zero waste
strategies in place, especially since Re-
public Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of2000 has been
in effect for 22 years now. Rio N. Araja
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DENR urges Pinoys to step up role in campaign to ze
BVJoeldela

Torre.
THE Environmental
Management Bureau
(EMB) of the Department
of Environment and Nat-
ural Resources (DENR) is
urging every Filipino to
join hands in .the cam-:
paign to achieve zero
waste after the country's
participation of the Na-

,tionalZero Waste Month.
According to the

DENR, it is always nice to
see people as part of the
solutionandnota problem
to the growing waste man-

agement.
National Zero Waste

Month is observed during
Januaryofeveryyearpursu-
antto ProcIamationNo. 760
signed in 2014by thenPres-
ident Benigno S.Aquino Jr.

Believing that every
action counts when it
comes to solid waste man-
agement, the EMB said it
is high time people take
responsibility and do their
best to properly dispose
waste with zero waste liv-
ing-reuse, reduce, recy-
cle-=on top of everyone's
mindset.

"Each person's action
matters as the country al-

ready suffers from garbage
overload, lack of land to
serve as sanitary landfills,
and even the mismanage-
ment of these solid waste
disposal systems," the
Bureau stated.

The EMB said it is vital
that households and com-
munities have zero waste
strategies in place, espe-
cially since Republic Act
9003 or the Ecological Sol-
id Waste Management Act
of 2000 has been in effect

. for 22 years now.
Among these strategies

are composting organic
wastes, switching to reus-
able containers and bags

instead of using single-use
plastics, segregating
wastes, and retrieving re-
cyclable materials.

. The EMB exp res sed
confidence the nE:<vvlyen-
acted Extended Produc-
ers Responsibility (EPR)
Act of 2022 or RA 11898
would remarkab y aid in
addressing the cquntry's
solid waste and nlastic
pollution problem;'.

EPR Act mandlates en-
terprises to establ ish EPR
programs that focus on
wastereduction,n:covery,
and recycling of ?lastic
packaging.

It also promctes the

ste
develop en' of environ-
ment-fr •. nd products
that advocate sustainable
consumption and produc-
tion, CI cular economy,
and full resoonsibility
through outth life cycle of
produc s.

Last montl e DENR
spearhe dedi 'eralactiv-
ities for the Cl L al celebra-
tion of ati al Zero
Waste .vlontl with the
theme"S ppingUpSolid
Waste Management
through ~ fie! nt Extend-
ed Prod ers ~esponsi-
bility," a d tlu danni-
versary of th Signing of
RA 9003.
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Alice Eduardo

~l Sta.Elena Construction suka ngo ACTOR .I.D.•
SA ILLES L REeL

walang c1earance~ tanggapan at wala rill itong de-
velopment c1eara e.

Sa panayam sa ZRH, sinabi ni LLDAGeneral Man-
ager Jaime Medina na isa ang Sta. Elena Construction
sa mga kinasuhan ng LLDA.

Sabi ng LLDA-SMO,Pebrero 2022 pa inisyuhan ng
cease and desist order ang Sta. Elena at U;R sa mga
problema sa proyekto nito ay ang titulo ng rnga lupa.
Ang multang h3igit kumulang na P370 milyon ay
base sa zonal valu tion sa lugar.

Dagdag ng A-SMO, 36 ang titulong hawak ng
Sta. Elena para sa 21.7 ektarya sa lugar ngunit hindi
ma1inis 0 may kuwestyon ang ilan sa mga ito.

Tinangka namang hingan ng reaksyo ang Sta.
Elena sa kautusan g LLDApero hanggang sa isinusulat
ang balitang ita ay wala, pang tugon mula sa naturang
kompanya. (Eil e Me cias)

Pin~tigil ng Laguna Lake Development Authority
(LLDA ang trabaho sa tinatayong township .ng Sta.
Elena onstruction and Development sa C-6 sa Taguig
at pinagmumulta din ang kompanya ng P370 milyon.

Ayon sa Shoreline Mahagement Office ng LLDA,
nag-isyu ita ng cease and desist order sa Sta. Elena
Construction dahil sa ilegal na reklamasyon na gina-
gawa ~'to sa Laguna Lake.

An Sta. Elena ang contractor ng Bacnotan Power
Plant s Batangas, ang Entertainment City at ng Total
Petroleum Loading Jetty. Ito ay pinamumunuan ng
negosyanteng si Alice Eduardo.

Ayon sa LLDA-SMO,ginawa ang reklamasyon ng
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Weca I
Legarda optimistic about OZotnerecovery:

We can win the fight against c imate change

Senator Loren Legarda re-
cently expressed optimism
that humanity could win the
fight against climate change

.if global policies and actions were
put in place and implemented to
significantly cut down greenhouse
gas emissions, similar to the ef-
fort against ozone-depleting sub-
stances (ODS).

Legarda cited a 2022 report by
the World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) that the ozone lay-
er-which protects the planet from
harmful ultraviolet rays and was
thinning in the 1980s due mainly

(NDCs) of countries are pro cted
to result :In a planet with a t obal
warming level of at le st 2. de-
grees Celsius, a degree eyond the
1.5eC climate threshold rrescri ed
in the Paris Agreement b) sci-
entists across the globe

She a lded that the a nua 0-
bilization of $lOq billion of cI -nate
finance for developing :OUl "ies~
starting in 2020, rema ns u et
and that opening more acre to
climate finance from ublic and
private sdurces and p i ant ro-
pies, and for multilatera dev lop-
men tbanks and, ~ina'nciCll ins tu-

savet e

Since the Montreal Protocol entered into force in 'IB89, the
of CFCs has decreased by 99 percent .

•

to chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs)-is
on track to recov r to 1980 levels
by 2040 in most parts of the world
because of positive actions taken
under the Montreal Protocol, a
treaty adopted in 1987 to regulate
and phase down ODS.

She also said that since the
treaty entered into force In 1989,
the use of CFCs has decreased by 99
percent. Cornpltance with the trea-
ty as also resulted in a decline in

ODS emissions and avoidance
of global warming of approxi-

mately O,5-1°C by mid-century,
compared to an extreme scenario
with an uncontrolled increase in
ODS of 3-3.5 percent per year.

"What we are doing for our
ozone, we must now do for our
climate. We already have the
Paris Agreement as the landmark
treaty on climate change, but
countries must have the will to
deliver on their commitments,
most especially in undertaking
significant and deep cuts on fos-
sil fuel emissions and mobiltz.-
ing finance, technologies, and
capacity development support

to countries and communities
who need it," Legarda explained
((Global and domestic policies,
that favor a transition toward a
low carbon and climate-resilient
development path must also be
put in place, particularly in utiliz-
ing renewable energy resources,
adopting sustainable systems and
technologies, and shifting to a
circular economy."

The senator said that current
commitments contained in the Na-
tionally Determined Contributions

tions to improve. their business
models to accept risks an everage
finance fin developing count r es
is needed,

"The dlepleting ozone yer was
such a huge environme ital 0 -
cern back 'then, but we vere able
to diagnose the problem d u ite
to address it. The recovery of our
ozone layer is a ign tha we re
capable of lealing our cl late d
gives us me re reason to i'ope r a
better planet and future for 1 ,"
Legarda conclude ,

t



D
PAGE 1

SlORY

D D D
BANNER EDllORlAl CARTOON
STORY

DIITE

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF PH lIPPINE COAST UARDPERSONNEL of the Philippine Coast uard plant 400 mangrove propagules in Barangay Davila, Pasuquin, II os Norte as part of the marine environmental protection initiatives
in celebration of the recent World Wetl nds Day and the PCG's North Western Luzon Districfs 39th founding anniversary.- - ~t -
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--I -Womefl's club conducts tree planting in La M'--'IIA~:,'

TREE PLANTING. Officer of the National Federation of Women's Clubs of the
Philipplnes led by its president linda Gonzales and NFWCfoundation president Mary
Jane Ortega participate in the Million Trees Foundation tree-planting activity at the La
Mesa Ecopark in Quezon City.

IN observance of its 102n(;. foi; g
anniversary, the National Feceratio of
Women's Club) of the Philippin s (N v'C)
ledby itspresid ent Linda Gonzale ~cond "ied
a tree planting activity the other day e
Million Trees Nursery and B ) Lea g
Center inside the La Mesa atershe in
Quezon City.

"This is a milestone project f
we observe our anniversary by
and becoming jl new partner 01
Trees Foundation Inc. in ou,
effort to save the watersheds tha e so ces
of. water and n our fight against c 1 nate
change," Gonzs es said.

Other promii ent NFWC officers pr
include past presidents Mary Jane rteg
Ester Santa Ana, and officers r in Till,
VP Merlinda Sualibios, Larid HOI no,
Marilyn Aggabao, Maria There Tun Fe
Soriano.

In a video message, MWSS
NFWC Director Melanie Lambi
importance of planting trees an
the watersheds forwater security

For his part, I president an Iexec rve
director Melandrew Velasco, ho s ved
as guest speaker, lauded NF C an its
members for their continuing eff rt to rve
God, country and home by e barkin n
a nationwide advocacy to pi t trees or
Mother Earth.

"Thank: YOIl for continuing with ur
mothering dut ies and in loving nd se i g
our country, this time by nmng e
movement to plant million of trees to pI ect
our watersheds, I am one with C h: ing
published a bock on Angela Vald :z Rl'I 1 s,
mother of form er President Fide! V. Ram s.
Angela orIlang Ramos was one of the le . g
icons and leaders for women's rig v e in
1937and inNFWC's eminent rol mth led
by its preside t Josefa Llanes Escoda ta . g
care of the Prisoners of War (pO at 1 p
0' Donne! in Capas, Tarlac d rl 2,"
Velasco said.
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Why was the Turk y S)~·~·~---+--DAT-E-

PARlS:':~~~n~f~o~m~~:~,,~, ;~If m(~~:uak'
the powerful earthquake that struck continued to u b e until June the
Turkey and Syria early Monday par- following ye r.
ticularly deadly, including its timing, The epicen er of onday's earth-
location, relatively quiet fault line quake was a a relatively shallow
and the weak construction of the depth of abo t 17.9\kilometers near
collapsed buildings, experts said. the Turkish ci ~f qaziantep, which

More than 2,300 people have been is home to ar und 2 million people.
killed by the 7.B-magnitude quake It was caused by the Arabian
near Turkey's Syrian border, with the tectonic plat moving northward,
'toll expected to grow as aftershocks "scraping past Turkey," Musson said.
reverberate throughout the day. "Because it cannot move smooth-

The earthquake caused such. dev- ly, it sticks, 1/ e said.
astation partly because of its power "Therelease f thatmovement along
- it is the strongest earthquake the fault iswha prod~ces a major earth-
to hit Turkey since 1939 - and quakelike the n~w~'ve had today."
because it hit a populated region. Musson em h?si ed that the epi-

Another reason is that it occurred center of such n ea quake was less
at 4: 17 a.m. (0117 GMT), which important tha ho far the rupture
meant that sleeping people were extended along the fahlt line- in this
"trapped when their houses col- case, around 100 kilometers. .
lapsed," Roger Musson, honorary re- "This meins that anywhere
search associate at the British Geologi- within the lOb km along the trend
cal Survey, told Agence France-Presse. of the fault i effe1tiVelY right on

The construction of buildings ,top of the ea th~u ke." he said.
was also not "really adequate for an
area that's susceptible to large earth- 'Patchy' hi ras tructure
quakes," said the author of the book J
The Million Death Quake. Carmen Sola a, a olcanologist at

That could partly be dne to the the UK's Ports out University, said
fact that the fault line on which that because rthquakes cannot be
the earthquake struck has been predicted, tremor-resistant buildings
relatively quiet recently. were crucial in affected areas.

Turkey is in one of the world's most "The resist nt i~frastructure is
activeearthquake zones. Aquake along unfortunately patchy in South Tur-
the North Anatolian fault line in the key and esp~. ally Syria. so saving
northern Turkish region ofDuzce killed lives now mo tly relies" on efforts
more than 17,000 people in 1999, to rescue su 'VOTS, she added ..
. But Monday's earthquake oc- In respons to t e 1999 earth-

curred on the other side of the coun- quake, Turkey s gov rnment passed
try, along the East Anatolian fault. legislation in 2004 andating that
. The East Anatolian fault has not all new const uqtio met modern

had a magnitude-7 quake for over earthquake-p oof s andards.
two centuries, which could mean Turkish Pre iden Recep Tayyip
people were "neglecting how dan- Erdogan ma e stir ng construe-
gerous" it is, Musson said. tio'n into a pi litica~ priority after

Because it had been so long since the another quak stru~k the Aegean
last big quake, "quite a lot of energy" coast in 2020, killi g 114 people.
may have built up, Musson theorized. Ioanna Faur Wal er, head of the

The strength of the aftershocks on University Co lege ¢ondon's Insti-
Monday,indudingahuge 7.5-magnitude tute for Risk a Dis~ster Reduction,
tremor, supported this theory,he added. called for Tur ey to [check whether

the legislation ad been adhered to
in light of the atest aisaster. .

She also urged Tu:rkey to review
"whether therd is possibility to im-
prove the safety of older buildings."

BillMcGuire,a olcanologistat Univer-
sity College La on, Sijidthat "in Syria
many structures avealreadybeen weak-
enedbymoreth I ad deofwar." AFP

'Rerun' of 1822

This earthquake was "almost a rerun"
of a 7.4 magnitude one in the same
area on Aug. l3, 1822, Musson said.

It caused "an enormous amount of
damage, whole towns in ruins, and casu-

~ in the tens of thousands," he said.
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N~=oftlle~ i/:t~pub~(Jbr·lefing. va iZI~~i .11 I ake was earthquakl ~Da 'a II e:~
17.~earth ake th~rs tutt\ 'Baco col dded that the caused I:ljf ~~I ~i.p mo e- He saic hf thinks ~ft 1 .0-
Turkey yri;t.1fi~he do CO$tryf1'l-s~anyactivefaults ments alo 1I.l" west seg- Ie are m re prel"'!",' j w
he PhiJ,~~rte I .'tuli~"e t~~tare 'Wfile of generating mentofth . iqI aultZone ompared 020 ye t ~~ nd

Vql~loa avd Sej~moJog; ,rn1rgnittld~7.S earthquakes. ;md ~tSsf, , Di ~ig Fault. iecause p 0r~ear ~~1 ,dy'
P?ivol~s) y, s!erday ,~id 1uc" Base ~ '~r instrumental "W~.~( ~ ~tivese9- participati g ~ th (~ hely
tpagmtud IS also ike ~ to I~t<fds, ~e fl' 90 Luzon earth- IVen s'l ip h bines.. It s earthquak ~I111s. II

Ita pen in t"e coun ~. cu~eis ~~ ongesttohitthe ~oreth gments, "Peopleh~ware ",~e
"There's lway~tl!is ppssi- c[ountry,he cdntinued, but !lite101 t;h¢ hilippine dun they Iv~~e20 Y Il' dlgo,

bility. In fac , it alre dy [laP-1 f\cco ding 0Phivoles' web- Paul .!...,n ers from and especi ~lf wi 1 U- IiI ent
l:>er-edonJuy16,19~:lt)T~ s'te,thel~90~~q.lZOnearthqUake Davao.t~J n Bil blcolsaid. of social rrledia. r e J,e
all,thel990 uzonea~9 ake I rf1:ce Al km-longground ThePhi~ [cpi! lei edthatthe t1fects of trpng ~ ;'( le"_S
s 'bagnittll e 7,8," Phi olcs rpp. e ~t etches from Din- :1~Pl?i.nE I~ Jut 01 kijustlast li;J.<ewhathp~nedm;~ I(Y~
)i~ector Ter sito Bac leol ai~ al~, A ~~ia to Kayapa, Nue- 11:1eeld,~ . I .1 ~ ~tude 6 h~ said.Pl'I 'I.l
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