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By Madonna T. Virola
and Melvin Gascon
@InqNational

CITY OF CALAPAN-Follow-
ing a weeklong protest against
its mining exploration activities
on Sibuyan Island in Romblon
province, Altai Philippines Min-
ing Corp. (APMC) announced on
Monday that it was voluntarily
suspending its operations.

In a statement, the company
said it had decided to suspend
all its exploration and testing
activities on the island as it be-
gan coordinating with authori-
ties to address the concerns or
issues raised by protesters re-
lated to its operations.

"[APMC] is committed to
maintaining the highest stan-
dards of environmental respon-
sibility and community engage-
ment," it said. The company did
not say if and when it would
reopen.

•ml
e

Earlier, the APMC was cited
by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) on Feb. 4 for violations,
including building a causeway
without an environmental clear-
ance and cutting trees without a
permit. It was ordered to sus-
pend work on the causeway and
to explain within 10 days why it
should not be fined for violating
the Forestry Code.

No reaction
In its announcement on Mon-

day, the company did not address
the issues raised by the DENR

Instead, it said that its prior-
ity was "to maintain peace and
order, to ensure the concerns
and- well-being of the Sibuyan-
ons, and to ensure that no par-
ties are negatively itnpacted by
our operations."

Antimining residents, how-
ever, said that they would con-
tinue barricading APMC's port
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in San FernandoEown to ensure
that the compan s trucks would
not haul nickel 0 e from its min-
ing site on the isl d.

"We will sti hold the line
even if [APMC] oluntarily sus-
pends [its] oper tions. We will
continue our b ricade," Rodne
Galicha, leader of the protes-
tors, said in a Facebook post on
Monday.

According ~o the residents,
the mining comp y did not ob-
tain the necess permits to op-
erate on the islan ,which covers
Romblon's towns of Cajidiocan,
Magdiwang and San Fernando.

Antimining advocates ex-
pressed concern that the "illegal"
mining activities f APMC would
destroy the unsp iled ecosystem
of the crescent -s~aped island.

Since Jan. 29,.protesters have
formed a human barricade to stop
the company's uling trucks
from leaving th port as they
called on authori .es to suspend

mining operations on S buy an,
On Feb. 3, two res ents

were injured when polic offi-
cers tried to disperse th pro-
testers who were b ockir ~ the
path of the trucks.

Senate investig 0

Sen. Risa Hontiveros ~alled
for an investigatio 1 0 the
cia bes between 10 al olice
and residents, as she filed pro-
posed Senate Resolution No.
459, which urged the legi ative
body to look into the min g ac-
tivities of APMC on e is nd.

"The peaceful res stan e be-
ing put up by reside 1tS a =iinst
the supposed aggression by a
mining company need nc end
in violence, as it seeks to invade
their places of abode. Bar lead-
ing residents only want d to
protect the natural r sour .s of
their locality and they are well
within their rights to ro .est,'
Hontiveros said on Monday. INQ
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By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

"'I @jonlmayuga

ALTAI Philippines Mining
Corporation (APMC) on
Monday belied allegations

that its operation on Sibuyan Island
in Romblon province is unlawful,
saying the company has secured
all necessary permits and licenses
to lawfully and peacefully conduct
business in the area,

In a statement, APMC said its
operation began many years before
it even set up camp on-site by un-
dertaking comprehensive environ-
mental and socioeconomic studies
and outcome analyses.

The mining company said it has
also consulted with government
regulators and agencies, and engaged
the surrounding communities to
ensure that operations will be safe,
legitimate, and with minimal envi-
ronmental effects.

"Given this, wecategorically deny
allallegations questioning the legal-
ity of our Sibuyan operations. Our
company has secured all the neces-
sarypermits and licenses to lawfully

lines set by the law.
"Wewould like to assure the public

that APMCwill continue to strictly
and uncompromisingly adhere to all
laws pertinent to our activities, for
the current exploration and future
development, operation, and reha-
bilitation plans. We pray that those
who may have griev,ances against
this will observe the same;' the com-
panysaid.

The company said it remains
committed to ensure that its min-
ing operations involve and respect
all stakeholders, minimize environ-
mental impact, and prioritize a fair
division of socioeconomic benefits.

The Social Action Network and
Caritas Philippines, fOri its part

d " •expresse serious concern over
the recent events in Romblon and
stand in solidarity with its people
who are taking the boldest stance
to protect their only home-the
beautiful, ecologically rich, and
peaceful Sibuyan Island."

In a statement, the ~rour said:

• e strongly support the Dio-
cese of Romblon's efforts to protect
the environment, by opposing the
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Altai defends legali~ of Sibuya
Romblon·mining operati ns

and peacefully conduct our business who may have been hurt, and to do
in the area;' APMCsaid. whatever we can to de-escalate the

According to APMC, the compa- situation," the mining company said.
ny's right to operate is "as inviolable However, ':he company said it is
as the right to peaceful protest and distressed by the fact that the ideol-
assembly." ogy of the protesters may not be as

To recall, a series of protests in . different from our company's core
SanAntonio, Romblonled byagroup values as it would seem.
,alledSibuyanonAgainstMininghas "While tr..l! full ~nd. outright
reportedly resulted in the violent refusal of all mining operations is
dispersal of protesters last week, simply not realistic [nor economi-
injuring two people. cally sustainable], Altai Philippines

Subsequently, following the pro- Mining Corporation is equally op-
tests, the DENR issued a Notice of posed to al~ forms of illegal, reck-
Violations (NOV) to the compa?y, less, and irres ponsible mining;' the
followed by the call for the govern- company saic ..
ment to issue a cease-and-desist or- It is for that reason that theAPMC
der to stop the company's operation said it has repeatedly reached out to
on the island. the protesters to establish dialogue,

APMCsaiditis deeplysaddened by and hopefully find common ground.
the recent hostilities that happened "We hoped that we could assure
near the vicinity of the company's them that our activities are lawful
mining exploration operations. and compliant to government re-

"Based on reports, there were quirements, a I1d'fully aligned with
a few incidents involving our em- global bestprac ices.Unfortunately,
ployees, lawenforcementpersonn I, these efforts did not bear fruit," the
and protesters who were purport- company said.
edly hurt when tensions got out of According to APMC, conflict
hand at the site. Our company has resolution beg ins when the affected
exhausted all means to help those parties stay within the clear guide-
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mining project in Sibuyan.
• We are committed to advanc-

ing the principles of Laudato Si and
be bearers of hope in the face of an
ecological crisis, following ourL rd
Jesus, our Redeemer. As such, e
commit to "integrate the care of
creation as our common home in
our teaching and practice of Chr s-
tian discipleship" through concrete
ecological actions in caring for our

Common Horne.
• We feel a moral duty to safe-

guard and up old the well-being
of our shared environment. There-
fore, we believe that the project
would not serve the overall inter-
ests of the province and would pose
a threat, particularly to the lives
and lands of the communities on
the island, and the rich biodiver-
sity in the area.
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Probe of Sibuyan mining sought
A SENATOR has sought a probe of nickel and
metallic mining operations on Sibuyan island
in Romblon province south of the Philippines
after residents set up a human barricade to
block these activities.

"The Senate should hear all stakeholders
and unravel the layers of issues that have
plagued Sibuyan island for decades," Senator
Ana Theresia "Risa" N. Hontiveros-Baraquel
said in a statement on Monday.

"Large-scale mining is already damag-
ing the environment, but it seems that the
company is still breaking laws in the conduct of
their business," she added in Rlipino, referring
to Altai Philippines Mining Corp. "There are
r~peat~ r~portsaboutth~viol~nc~causedby
mining companies and it's time the government .----~~+~-'--~~-~.J
really listened to the community's grievances."

In a statement. Altai said it is "commit-
ted to maintaining the highest standards of
environmental responsibility and community
engagement."

"In line with this commitment, we have
decided to voluntarily halt all exploration
and testing activities in Sibuyan Island arid to
continue our full cooperation and coordina-
tion with the relevant authorities to address
any concerns or issues that have been
raised," it added.

At least two residents got injured due to
police dispersal, she said, citing news reports.
"The residents' peaCeful resistance to the
intrusion of mining companies in their own

omes should not turn into violence."
"Residents just want to protect the

natural resources in their area," she added.
"The residents are' well within their rights
to protest."

Ms. Hontiveros said Sibuyan residents
have been fighting for close to two decades
to stop mining exploration in their area. But
the island soon became a mining hotspot for
its nickel resource.

Escalation of mining activities, she said,
Increased further in September 2021 after
the Environment department lifted its
cease-and-desist order against Altai.

By December 2022, a mineral ore export
permit had been issued to the company,
allowing it to bulk test 50,000 metric tons
of ore. But residents said the company had
failed to get a village clearance, municipal
business permit and foreshore lease contract
from the Environment department, as well
as a permit to build a private port from the
Philippine Ports Authority.

The Department of Trade and Industry
has said the Philippmes would prioritize
nickel exports as a core economic strategy.

"This economi prospect can urge mining
companies to agg esslv~ly do business that
will undermine th rights and welfare of the
people of Sibuyan," Ms. Hontiveros said.
"With the desire tradvance quicklY, they
don't realize that t ere are already people
being stepped on. .

The senator noted Sibuyan's distinction
of being "the Galapagos in Asia" for its
extraordinary flor~ and fauna.

"We in the Senate sHould help champion
the conservation of the island's endemic flora
and fauna, defend its coastal communities
from long-term ecological devastation and
protect the resideryts from violent incursions
of mining companies," she said. ~ Alyssa
NicolI! O. Tan
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Gatchalians e ind
.Sibuyanmining ops?

BY JING VlLLAMENTE

Militant group Alyansa Tigil Mina
on Monday bared that "Plastics King"
William Gatchalian is the one behind the
questionable mining operations of the Atlai
Philippines Mining Corp.

The ATM alleges that the Gatchalians
own APMC.They claim that GatchaIian's
involvement in the mining company is
through his son Kenneth, who is also a
director of APMC's parent firm.

The group provided theDaily Tribune
some documents showing that Kenneth
Gatchalian sits as chairman of Wellex
Mining Corp., one of the 23 mining firms
ordered closed in February 2017 by the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources under then Secretary Regina
Lopez.

The ATMalso said Kenneth Gatchalian
is the direct beneficiary of DynamoAtlantic
Izd, that. acquired SibuyanNickelProperties
Development Corp., partner of Altai
Philippines Mining Corp. whose president
is a former official of the WellexGroup.

Kenneth GatchaIian is the brother

of Sena or Sherwin Gatchalian who was
recently appointed Department of Social
Welfare find Development Secretary Rex
Gatchalian.

Operations ceased
Over the weekend, the DENR had

ordered APMC to cease its operations in
Romblon due to lack of permits.

The department issued the order
stopping the m l n in g company's
operations on Saturday after Sibuyan
resident clashed with police to halt
APMC's mining activities in their
community.

According to a notice of violation
issued by the DENR-Mimaropa
Environment Bureau, Altai Philippines
Mining Corporation had violated the
implemen ing rules and regulations of the
Water Code of the Philippines

The DE~R alleged that ,PMC did
not have a foreshore lease greemsnt
for a pier, had built a causeway without
securing an Environmental Compliance
Certificate, and had cut down trees
without a permit. EDJE . OLIQUINO



1(
I

~~

STRATEGIC

COMMUNICATION
AND~55=:~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE

TITlE:

'lfllt·YI.Business Insigh ~

[Z( I:=:J 0 0 0
UPPER PAGEl SANNEI EDITORiAl CAllOON

D sroer sroer
PAGE LOWER

23
PAGE DATE

Sibuyan mini g
activities slammed

BY GERARD NAVAL

THE Catholic Church in the Phil-
ippines yesterday denounced the
controversial mining activities in
Sibuyan Island, saying the project
of the Altai Philippines Mining
Corporation (APMC) will not
serve the interest of Romblon and
willonly damage the environment.

In a unified statement releasedby
the Catitas Philippines, severaldio-
cesesand archdioceses,socialaction
centers, and Catitas organizations
called for the halt in the mining
operations in SibuyanIsland.

"The SocialAction Network and
Catitas Philippines express serious
concerns over the recent events in
Romblon and stand in solidarity
with its people, who are taking the
boldest stance to protect their only
home - the beautiful, ecologically
rich, and peaceful Sibuyan Island,"
said the joint statement.

"We call on Altai Philippines
Mining Corporation and other
conglomerates to stop destructive
mining," it also said, adding that
the mining activities will only fur-
ther escalate the degrading of the
island's natural resources.

Worse, they said the project will
not bode well for the communities
livingin the island, especiallyin the
long term.

"We believe that the project
would not serve the overall inter-
ests of the province and would
pose a threat, particularly to the
lives and lands of the communi-
ties on the island, and the rich
biodiversity in the area," they said.

''We feelamoralduty to safeguard
and uphold the well-being of our
shared environment," they added.

The APMe, in a statement; an-
nounced it has "decided to volun-

tarily halt all ploration and test-
ing activitiesirJ.Sibuyan Island and
to continue our full cooperation
and coordination with the relevant
authorities to address any concerns
or issues that have been raised."

It reiterated that it is "com-
mitted to m . taining the high-
est standards of environmental
responsibilit and community
engagement."

"Our prior ty is to maintain
peace and or er, to ensure the
concerns and well-being of the
Sibuyanons, and to ensure that no
parties are negitively impacted by
our operations. e pride ourselves
as stalwart=_~~:fustainableand re-
sponsible ~g, so we take this
as an opporl' ty to address all
recent concerns brought up against
our Sibuyan e loration. We look
forward to wor . g with all stake-
holders to resol e any outstanding
concerns," it also said.

Aside from c~g on the mining
firm to cease i s operations, the
Church organiz tions also called
on the nationa government to
perform its true mandate.

"We urge th 'Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources, as well as all government _
offices, to prio itize protecting
people and na re before vested
socio-economic and political in-
terests," they sai .

Similarly,the g oups appealed to
the police autho .ties to maintain
partiality toward justice.

"We bid all I w enforcement
agencies to rightfullyserve justice,"
said the groups.

Expressing solidarity and agree-
ment with the urIi8edstatement are
63 dioceses and ¥chdioceses, 30
socialaction centers, and 23 Catitas
organizations.
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ISANG resolusy6n ang - hasang dulot ng mga ration at testing acti ,
inihain sa Senado na mining companies at ties sa Sibuyan Island.
naglalayong imbestiga- panahon nang tunay na Nan g ako rin silang
han ang aktibidad ng pakinggan naman ng makikipagtulungan a
pagmimina ng nickel sa gobyerno ang hinaing mga awtoridad upa
Sibuyan Island na mari- ng komunidad," dagdag maresolba ang isyu a
ing tinutulan ng mga pa niya. minahan.
residenteroon. Noong Biyernes, Ang Sibuyan Islan I,

Sa Senate Resolution d a Ia wan g res ide n t e ayon sa Google, ay tinu-
No. 459 rti Senadora ng isla ang nasugatan turing ng mga local ~,t
Risa Hontiveros, nais ni- matapos nilang hara- international natural
tong pakinggan at ung- ngin ang mga trak ng scientist bilang 'Galapa-
katin ang mga isyung Altai Philippines Mining goslof Asia' dahil maya-
bumabalot sa akfibidad Corporation (APMC) ~aIf.ito s~ flora ~t.fauna
ng minahan sa Silmyan para hindi makapa- at dito rm naninirahan
Island na inabot na ng sok sa pribadong dau- ang mga threatened
ilang dekada. ngan. Ang kompanya ay species ng mga ibo n

"The Senate should minamay-ari ni 'plastic . sa Mt. Guiting Gui . g
hear all stakeholders king' William Gatcha- National Park. (Dindo
and unravel the layers lian. Matining)
of issues that have Inutos na ng Depart- ,..-~---'----~~
plagued Sibuyan Island ment of Environment
for decades. Nakaka- and Natural Resources
sira na nga ang mala- (DENR) ang pagtigil sa
kihang pagmimina sa operasyon ng minahan
kalikasan, mukhang matapos ang paglabag
may paglabag pa ng sa implemennting rules
mga batas -ang kompa- and regulation ng Water
nya sa pagsasagawa ng Code of the Philippines.
kanilang negosyo," sabi Sa isang statement,
ni Hontiveros sa isang inibayag ng Altai Philip-
statement. pines Mining Corpora-

"Paulit-ulit ang mga tion na boluntaryo na
ulat tungkol sa kara- nilang tinigil ang explo-

. ~
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n9 mining sa Sibuya____ ~ __ ~.--~~ ,__ ~~~ __ ~~_c~~~~ _

TUMIGIL na sa pagbabakot ng nickel ores ang mga
truck ngAltai Philippines Mining Corpor tion sa Barangay
Spana, San Fernando, Sibuyan island, Ro~blon. Many
tbanks sa matinding pagtutol at pag arfkada ng mga
residente, but no thanks sa local governmen unit ng San
Fernando partikular sa kanilang alkalde na tila nagsilbi
pang spokesperson ng mining company!

Ipinatigil ng Department of Environme t and Natural Re-
sources ang operasyon. Nilabag kasi ng Altai ang Presidential
Decree 705, Revised Forestry Code of the Philippines tungkol
sa pagpuputol sa mga puno; at nilabag ang Section 4 ng PD
1586 na nagsasabing: "No person, partnership, or corporation'
shall undertake or operate any environme tal critical project

or operate in an enviromental critical area without securing an
enviromental compliance certificate."

Sa mga paglabag na ita ngnaturang mining company na pag-
aari ng Gatchalians, dapat pagpanagutin sila sa mga pinutol na
puno. Aba'y hindi puwede na ganun lang, pinatigillang. Kung
ang mag-uuling nga ay kinukulong at pinagmumulta kahit sanga
lang ng mangga ang inuling, ito pa kayang daan daang
magagandang puno ang tinumba!? .

Dapat pagpanagutin din ng DENR angAltai Mining sa ginawa
nitong pier para sa mga barko na hahakot ng minerals. Aba 'y
napakaraming corals ang sinira nila sa baybayin ng San
Fernando! Kung ang isang mangingisda nga na mahuling nag-
uwi 0 nagbenta ng corals ay kinakasuhan, ita pang halos isang
ektarya ng corals. ang tinambakan ng Altai. Animal!

Alam nyo, mga pare't mare, sigurado akong may mga kumita
na opisyal partikular politiko sa pagpasok ng Altai Mining sa
isla ng Sibuyan. Oo! .

Hindi magkakalakas-loob ang mining company na ito na
.akwakin ang bundok ng Sibuyan kung walang mataas na

opisyal ng lalawigan na nagbigay ng permiso sa kanila kahit
kulang-kulangsila sa mga permit para rnagmina sa isang restricted

areangD .
Sabi, may nabigyan ng PIO mil on, P5 million at 2.5 mil-

lion na ilang opisyal na naghudas.a mamamayan ng Sibuyan
island? Nabuking aw ita sa text ng isang politiko sa kanyang
anak. Tsk tsk tsk ...

Kumusta na kaya ngayon ang mga opisyal na ItO?
Nakakatul g pa kaya sila ng mahi abing? Sana bangungut !1
kayo, mga animal!

***
Dapat mag-ingat si Pangulong "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. sa

mga dating opisyal na nasangkot sa katiwalian na na '-aaplay
uli ngayon para makabalik sa gobyerno.

Makabu~uting huwag niya nang, tanggapin ang mga taong
ita lalo kung may nakabinbin na kaso sa Ombudsman lalo sa
Sandiganbayan. Dahil kapag nabigyan uli ng pagkaka aon ang
mga taong ito, tiyak magnanakaw I:.sila sa gobyerno Mi mo:

***
Inaresto sa kanyang tahanan sa L ~Diliman ang UP profes-

sor at dating presidente ng All UP Ac sdemic Employees nion
na si Melania Flores. Dinala raw ito sa Camp Karings I. Bakit
kaya? Snbayba anl,
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Operasyon ng-mining company sa
Sibuyan sinuspinde ng DENR; mga pulis
. man~nagot sa pagbuwag sa bar;kada

[PINAG-utOS ng Depart- Samantala, nagpulong ang pulis kapag ip.ireklamo.
ment of Environment and gobyerno at company offi- "Based on the reports,
Natural Resources (DENR) cials, maging mga lokal upang there were a few incidents in-
ang pagpapatigil sa operasy- talakayin ang sitwasyon. volving our employees, law
on ng mining company sa "Nakapag-release naman enforcement personnel, and
Sibuyan island, Romblon da- ang DENR ng order na ... at protesters 'tho were pur-
hil sa ilang violations. nakapagpaskil na ipatigil portedly hutt when tensions

Base sa 'notice of violation' muna ang operation ng Altai got out of hand at the site,"
na ipinalabas ng DENR-Mi- dito. Dahil sa napakaraming ayon naman sa AP C.
maropa Environment Bureau, violations," pahayag ni Eliza- "We are particularly dis-
lumabag angAltai Philippines beth Ibanez ng Sibuyanon - tressed by the fact that the
Mining Corporation (APMC) Against Mining. .ideology of these protesters
sa implementing rules and Samantala, matapos tang- may not be ~s different from
regulations ng Water Code of kain ng mga pulis nitong Bi- our company's core values as
the Philippines. yernes na gibain ang bar- it would seem. While the full

Sinabi ng DENR na walang ikadang inilagay ng mga nag- and outright refusal of all min-
'foreshore lease agreement' poprotesta sa operasyon ng ing operati~ns is simply not
ang APMC p ra sa pier, nag- APMC, inihayag ni Area realistic (n r economically
tayo ng causIay ng walang Police-Southern Luzon com-. sustainable) Altai Philippines
'Environmental Compliance mander Lieutenant General Mining Co oration (APMC)
Certificate', fit nagputol ng Rhoderick Armamento na is equally op osed to all forms
mga puno ng walang permit. mananagot ang mga sangkot na of illegal, r ckless, and irre-

- spousible mining."
"Given this, we cate orical-

ly deny all allegatior s ques-
tioning the legality four
Sib ~yan operations. 0 r com
pany has secured all re nee
essary permits and lie nses t )
lawfully and peaceful y con-
duct our business in the area, ,
pahayag ng kompanya.

"Our right to operate is as
inviolable as the right to peace-
ful protest and assemhly. For
tha ~ reason, we repeatedl >'
reached out to the protester
to establish dialogue, and
hopefully find commo 1
ground. We hoped that we
co 101 assure them that our c
tivities are lawful and cornpl
ant :0 government require-
ments, and fully aligned with
global best practices. Unfor-
tunately, these efforts did not
bell! fruit," patuloy n ••0.

ng APMC ay pag- n ng
Ga :chalians.
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Mining protest in Romblon conti

NO TO MINING MembersofKalikasan ple'sH.twortf •••••• EnviI'llMlOllllsallledlnli1>.loftllfD.pal1m<lltof ntandN turalReso•••••
""lrlIIoIfic.inQ."onCilyloprotertag.instlh.mining apemions InSibJy>nIsland,Romblo1"on Monda);1eb.6,1021. PHOTO BY MIKE DE JlJA

Amil Salino ordered the APMC to an environmental compliance an ezpilanation why the ",i,lting of operations of re causeway
suspend its mining operation in certificate, company shout not be flned project Ifertive mediately"
Sibuyan Island. In his letter 10 APMC Chair, with P'SO,OOO. Salina sa.d.

Salina also issued a notice of man and PCisident Hanniel "Vow are heeby directed to He also directcd : go to attend
violation against APMC for oper- go, Salino Iso or ered the suspernd and further develop- a technica conte ence on Feb.
';tting a causeway project without former to sub it wit n 10 days memstrelative torhe consuucuon 7.2023.

BY BELLA CARIASO

M official of Barangay Espana, San
Fernando, Romblon on Monday said

at the human barricade of residents
will continue despite the suspension order
issued by the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) Mimaropa
Regional Office against Altai Philippines
Mining Company (APMC).

In a radio interview, Barangay signaled 35 caught in the video
Espaila Councilor lhay Romero to allow the entry of th e t rucks:
said that residents will continue Romero said.
barricading as the ship, barge and He claimed that the APMC
trucksofAPMCremaininthearta. transported at least 20 trucks to

'Our barricade will continue as operate on the island.
we are stilt monitoring the ship He noted that he was even hand-
at the pier, il$ well as the trucks," cuffed by the police even though
Romero said. the barricade being conducted in

Residents of Sibuyan Island in the area remains peaceful.
Romblon formed a human block- -We have been barricading the
ade to prevem lhemobilization of area for 12 days and we even pro-
trucks loaded with ore. vided the police with snacks like

Romero noted thaUt leasrsee.•n sweet potatoes, coffee and bread
weJQ of APMG are slill parked in because we thought they were on
the: mountains. our side, It Romero said.

'The police are also herewaich- He added that the police did not
ing us. " he said. entertain his complaint against the

According 10 Romero. the min- personnel who handcuffed him.
ing company failed to secure 'Tbey did not accept my blotter
per"f" from the village and mu- since the respondent is their offi-
nidpality, . cer,· he noted.

At the same time. he criticized Romero said the mining opera-
the police for allegedly siding tion already resulted in the denu-
with the APMC after they allowed dation of forest in the mountains.
the enuy of three lrUcks carrying 'A. you can see in the video,
the ore. there is a ponion of the mountain

"The police should side with that has no forest cover: he said.
the residents of Barangay Es· On Feb. 2, 2022, DENR Mi·
pafia but the chief of police maropa regional director Ioe

s
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ANTI-
MINING
PROTEST.
Members of
Kailakasan
People's
network stage a
demonstration-
protest in
front of the
Department of
Environment
and Natural
Resources
(DENR)main
office in
Quezon City
to denounce
mining in
Sibuyan Island.
Manny Palmero
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imposed on May~i1ad Water Services
lnc., Manila Water and MWSS for their
noncompliance,with the Clean Water
Act. From t e pre~ious P921 million,
the tribuna reduced the fine to P202
million.

The Supr me Court in 2019 fined
Maynilad a d MWSSP921,464,184 and
separately fined Manila Water and MWSS
the same aTount,

The water concessionaires were "found
liable for violation of See. 8 of the Philip-
pine Clean Water Act,"which requires the
connection pf existing sewage lines in all
stibdivision$, condominiums, commercia
centers and other establishments, lndud'
ing households, to an available sewerag
system.

In 2009, the DENRimposed a P29.4-mil-
lion fine 'against MWSS,Mayniladand ManilG
Water for having failed to install and maint21n
wastewater treatment facilitieswithin five
years after the Oean Water Actwas enact
in 2004. TheCourtof Appeals (CA) upheld
OENR'sdecision in 2013.

Both Maynilad and Manila Water filed
separate motions for reconsideration,
where they called on the Supreme (ourt
in 2019 to reverse the CAdecision as it
"impossible" to establish a complete ce
tralized se~age system within five yea .

Accordingto ManilaWater, it now operaM
41 treatmentfadlities, and is increasing
wastewateftreatment capacity by 925
percent, froIn the previous 40 million liters per
day (MlD)to 410 MlD at present

FRA CIS EARLCUErO

MANILAWater Co.on Monday said it would
abide by a Supreme Court decision that •
settled.fines imposed against the firm and
the Manila Waterworks and Sewerage .
System (MWSS)for violating the Clean
Water Act.

In a disclosure filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC),Manila
Water said it was jointly and severally

. liable with the MWSSfor a total amount of
P921,464.184.

Jhe Supreme Court denied a motion for
partial reconsideration filed by the Office
of the Solicitor General for the respon-
dents, Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR),et.al.

It also ruledthat no further pleadings
or motions would be entertained and that
entry ofjudgment would also be made
immediately.

_______ + -+- ~ith this denial by the Supreme Court
of the government's Motion for Partial
Reconsideration, the DENRwill have no
basis to continue to refuse to accept the
company's payment of fines as computed
by the court;' Manila Water said.

Aside from the solidary liability to pay
the fines as modified by the July 19, 2022
resolution of the Supreme Court, the firm
is required to submit a completion plan for
the establishment and operation of water,
sewerage and sanitation projects covering

. the period up to 2037, to include periodic
five-year completion targets with the
end-goal of achieving 100 percent water,
sewerage and sanitation coverage.

The high court earlier cut down fines
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Manila Water readies plan for
sanitation projects til2 137
MANILA Water Co..tnc. on Monday said that it would
submit its completion plan to build and operate water,
sewerage and sanitation projects until 2037.

In a regulatory filing on Monday, Manila Water
said it had received on Monday a copy of the Jan. 17,
2023 notice from the Supreme Court (SC) that "de-
nied with finality" a motion for partial reconsidera-
tion filed by the Office of the Solicitor General (OSG)
for the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).
• "It also stated that no further pleadings or motions
will be entertained, and that entry of judgment will be
made immediately," the listed company said.

With the denial, the DENR will have no basis to
ontinue to refuse to accept the company's payment
f fines as computed by the court, Manila Water
aid. The fines were imposed on the water conces-
ionaires in their case for non-compliance with
epublic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine Clean Water
ct of 2004.

Aside from the fines, the company said the SC
tice also mandated the east zone water conces-

ionaire to submit as required by its legislative
ranchise a plan for the establishment and opera-
ion of water and sanitation projects until the 2037
eriod.

This includes a five-year completion target, which
ill achieve 100% water, sewerage and sanitation

overage by 2037.
In October last year, the SC unanimously affirmed

i s 2019 ruling that the Metropolitan Water Works
nd Sewerage System (MWSS), Manila Water, and
aynilad Water Services, Inc., should be held liable for
iolating Section 8 of the Clean Water Act.

However, the High Court also allowed the lowering
f the fines imposed on the two concessionaires to
30,000 per"day from P200,OOO per day from the day

the violation on May 7, 2009 to Jan. 21, 2022, which
ounts to P202.26 million.
rn 2009, the DENR filed a complaint against MWSS

a j its concessionaires, Maynilad and Manila Water,

Jr their failure to provide, install, operate, and main-
t in adequate wastewater treatment facilities for the

sewerage sys em, resulting in the degrad sd quality
and beneficial use of the receiving bodies of water .
leading to Ma ila Bay.

Section 8 9f the Clean Water Act mandates the
connection of r.xisting sewage lines in all ~;l.bdivi-
sions, cond0n:Jiniurns, commercial centers and other
establishments, including households, to 1311 available
sewerage syst~m within five years from the law's
effectivity in 2 04.

Manila Wa er said it made several attempts to pay
the fine but th DENR rejected the payment. The OSG
then filed a m tion for partial reconsideral:ion on Nov.
2,2022. .

In the SC n tice denying the motion, the court said
that "the issue~ raised by the OSG have been passed
upon and no s~bstantial arguments were presented to
warrant the re ersal."

MAYNILAD
Meanwhile, Ma nilad is set to spend aroun:i P3.2 bil-
lion for the co truction of four modular treatment
plants in Cavit ,the west zone water concessionaire
said on Monda .

"Cavite is t e farthest point of our concession area,
so there are po tions that do not yet recei e 24-hour
water supply. e new modular treatment pants
will draw wate from adjacent dams, and serve as a
dedicated supply spurce that can lengthen s Jpply
availability for hese underserved areas," ~IGlyniiad
Chief Operatin Officer Randolph T. Estrellaclo, said in
a media releas on Monday.

The modula treatment plants are expected to
be completed tween 2023 and 2024, these will be
located in the p ovince of Cavite in the cities of Bacoor
and Imus, the f ur modular treatment plants will
have a combin water output of 47 millior liters per
day (MLD) whic can provide water supply to about
200,000 house olds.

Metro Pacifi Investments Corp., which IlCIsa ma-
jority stake in M ynilad, is one of three Philippine units
of Hong Kong-based First Pacific Co. Ltd., t l(! others
being Philex Mi ing Corp. and PLDT Inc. - A!;hley
Erika O. Jose ----

l



~

STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND~5=~~~INITIATIVES

, SERVICE

TITlE:

Restoring Pasig

EVERYMAN

[MJ
PAGE

D £:J
~ ••• PAGEl

L...:J STORY

LOWER

D
BANNER
STORY

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

o

By Melandrew T.Velasco Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr. delivered before the
Philippine Jaycees in 1970 where he reminisced

FIRST, the Tullahan River. about Pasig River.
This year, San Miguel Corporation (SMC), "I remember when [was young, I used to be a

one of the country's most diversified companies, member of an outboard motorboat racers group,
is poised to accomplish another feat: the and we used to race down the Pasig River. I
rehabilitation of the historic Pasig River. turned turtld right in front of Malacanang, or

Approximately 27 kilometers long, Pasig rather, jU,st~hind Malacanang. But the water
River connects Laguna de Bay and Manila Bay. was so cle that it was a pleasant swim to the

The main Pasig River passes through the river bank," e late president said.
cities of Taguig, Pasig, Makati, Mandaluyong That was he Pasig River before the onset of
and Manila, and the municipality of Taytay in rapid urbanization and settlements of informal
Rizal. settlers along its riverbanks. .

The river system has four major tributaries- Apart from po llutants from factories
Marikina, Pateros- Taguig, Napindan and San .and households that end up in the ri er, the
Juan-and 43 minor tributaries such as creeks proliferation of water hyacinth anc other
and esteros mostly in Manila. seasonal phenomena such as algal bloom, and

Pasig River, which played an important salt water Intrusion have contributed to the
role in the development of Manila and its river's water quality.
neighboring cities and town, was was famous Over the years, several attempts hive been
for its pristine waters. made in the hope of rehabilitating and reviving

It was not only a source of water, livelihood the river t improve its water quality and
nor a transport route; it was also a place for flood water carrying capacity, and res ore its
recreation. environmental integrity. .

I came across a speech by the late President The recent pronouncement by SMC--~--~I~-- -LI--~__-------------

We too can show
our Jovefor our countfj' f'
by becoming good
stewards oJ the
country's resources

President and CEO Ramon S. Ang that SMC
expects its P2-billion Pasig Clean-up project to
surpass the one million metric tons threshold in
silt and solid waste extracted from the river this
month is good news to all of us.

According to SMC, the dredging teams will
focus efforts on both ends of the river where
water flow restriction is usual.

SMC's clean up teams have removed a total
927,198 metric tons of silt and waste from the
Pasig River to date. Monthly, SMC targets to
extract more than 70,000 tons.

Being an archipelago, the country is highly
vulnerable to water-related hazards. anila and
its neighboring cities and towns along bodies
of water are prone to flooding especially during
the rainy season and onslaught of typ oons.

The rehabilitation of the Pasig iver will
mitigate the flooding in these areas as its flood-
carrying capacity has vastly improve .

The dredging and de-silting of the river
increased the depths to five-six meters from
just two-three meters when the project started.

"Hopefully, by the time the rainy season sets
in later this year, our cities will feel the benefits
of the Pasig River's .larger carrying capacity,
along with government's other flood mitigation
and control programs," RSA said.

With its increased hydraulic capacity,
Pasig River as a transport route will also be
vastly improved. River ferries will ~ able to
provide better 'intra-city connectivity and help
decongest thoroughfares in the metro lis.

The rehabilitation of the Pasig River is the
second initiative ofSMC in support ofDENR's
Adopt-A-River Program after the Tullahan
River rehabilitation.

It also contributes to efforts bei unde en
in compliance with the contim, g u me
Court mandamus to clean up the anila ).

It is the largest such initiative by angle
entity in the country which I h II ire
other entities from the provate sector 0 en ulate.

The Memorandum of Agreement for
the implementation of the P2-billion Pasig
Dredging Project was signed between DENR
and SMC on j' ne 9, 2021.

The rehablllttation of the Tullahan River
which was completed ip 27 months a d the
ongoing Pasig River project ju 0
initiatives ofSMC led by RSA tha demo s te
the conglomerate's love for the ccuntry

Like SMC and RSA, we t ) can .how
our love for cur country by omin ood
stewards of'the country's resourc

(Velasco ts a prolific book writes who
has at least 50 titles tq his crea' . He also
the executive director of the }, illior "rees
Foundation, tililon-gove ment outfit pTY.>noting
environment I 'frotectioh and tree planting in
watershed an%lS.)
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMEN BlJ,REAU
OENR Ccmpoond. Visayas AvetlU&, Dillman Quez eny 1116

Telephone Nos.: (632)927.15.17. 928.37.25; Fax No.: 632) 92G,22..s&
Webs-'te: ht!p:llwww .a mI:>.gov.ph/ErrnU:mailb.gov.ph

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARIN
on~e ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) of the pr posed BAYABAS SMAl.L
RE ERCOIR IRRIGATION PROJECT of the NATIONAL IRRIG~ T ON ADMINISTRATIO. r ._.
RE ION 3 to be located in BARAl'tGAYS BAYABAS. DONA REMEDIOS TRINIDAD,
BU~CAN.

Notice is hereby given to 'aU parties who wish to give their opinion regardi 8 the implemenrarion Qf tl~'l
proposed BAYABAS SMALL RESER O1R lRRIGA'l'ION PROJECT to attend the Public Hearing
scheduled on:

The Public Hearing is being conducted in connecuon with the review of the Er of tbe aforementioned
project by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department Qf Environment and NattUI I
Rescnrces (DENR).

The followingjs the l!roJe.£!.llif2...nnl!.tl~!2:.
In~ Bayabas Small Reservoir Irrigation Project I

o<:ation. Barangay Bayabas, Dona Remedios Trinidad, Bllla~aD
Reservoir lnu.ndation Area: 218 Hectares

h++;;.."*""'++,,..,.. •..~Fi"..;...,Fi"j...!:!S.t:!o~ta!!.g:>:e~C=apl::a:::c~i~~7MCM ....•.•..••
National Irrigation Administration -Region 3

AU mterested parties who wish to attendor participate in this Public Hearing should preferably conti~tt
their attendance/participation and may give their opinion(s) in a concise position paper to I
ENVlR.O.' rENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT DlVISlON (E(AMI» of this
Office through email at fil!@emb.gov.Dh, three (3) days before the Public Hearing s edule. Those wb ~
will not be able to register or submit written positions may be given the oppornmity to share their issues 01
the day of the hearing itself. .

The project's ElS and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadeble on our website: (kindly acces.
the Notice: of Public Heartng/ Consuhation Iinkfouna in our webstte) while copies will be available in title
following offices:

1) EMB Region 3
Masinop Corner Matalino St., Diosdado Macapagal Government Center
Maimpis, San Fernando City, Pampanga
(045) 455-3080 / (045) 420·5070

Z) Barangay Bl!yabas BlinUlgay HIIII
Barangay Bayabas, D~fia Remedios Trinidad, Bulacan

For more details, please contact the EIAMD Division at this Office at telephone ;nUJli~r 8539.437810cl It!
and look for the project case handlers Engr. George SUvederio and Engr; Joel Polituan.

~P.S. February 7 & 14, 2023 Protect the environment ... Protect life ...

\


