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Sibuyan mining firm
suspends operations

By Madonna T. Virola
and Melvin Gasecon
@IngNational

CITY OF CALAPAN—Follow-
ing a weeklong protest against
its mining exploration activities
on Sibuyan Island in Romblon
province, Altai Philippines Min-
ing Corp. (APMC) announced on
Monday that it was voluntarily
suspending its operations.

In a statement, the company
said it had decided to suspend
all its exploration and testing
activities on the island as it be-
gan coordinating with authori-
ties to address the concerns or
issues raised by protesters re-
lated to its operations.

“[APMC] is committed to
maintaining the highest stan-
dards of environmental respon-
sibility and community engage-
ment,” it said. The company did
not say if and when it would
reopen.

Earlier, the APMC was cited
by the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR) on Feb. 4 for violations,
including building a causeway
without an environmental clear-
ance and cutting trees without a
permit. It was ordered to sus-
pend work on the causeway and
to explain within 10 days why it
should not be fined for violating
the Forestry Code.

No reaction _

In its announcement on Mon-
day, the company did not address
the issues raised by the DENR.

Instead, it said that its prior-
ity was “to maintain peace and
order, to ensure the concerns
and well-being of the Sibuyan-
ons, and to ensure that no par-

- ties are negatively impacted by

our operations.”
Antimining residents, how-

ever, said that they would con-'

tinue barricading APMC’s port

in San Fernando town to ensure
that the company’s trucks would
not haul nickel ore from its min-
ing site on the island.

“We will still hold the line
even if [APMC] voluntarily sus-
pends [its] operations, We will
continue our barricade,” Rodne
Galicha, leader of the protes-

 tors, said in a__Fail:ebook post on

Monday.

According to| the| residents,
the mining company did not ob-
tain the necesslﬁgemﬂts to op-
erate on the island, which covers
Romblon’s towns of Cajidiocan,
Magdiwang and San Fernando.

Antimining advocates ex-
pressed concern that the “illegal”
mining activities of APMC would
destroy the unspoiled ecosystem
of the crescent-shaped island.

Since Jan. 29, protesters have
formed a human barricade to stop
the company’s hauling trucks
from leaving the port as they
called on authorities to suspend

e L =M _\3__
mining operations on Sibuyarn.
On Feb. 3, two 1 ents

were injured when police offi-
cers tried to disperse the pro-
testers who were blocking the

- path of the trucks.

Senate investigation

Sen. Risa Hontiveros called
for an investigation of the
clashes between local police
and residents, as she filed pro-
posed Senate Resolution No.
459, which urged the legislative
body to look into the mining ac-
tivities of APMC on the island.

“The peaceful resistance be-
ing put up by residents against
the supposed aggression by a
mining company need no: end
in vialence, as it seeks to invade
their places of abode. Barric
ing residents only want
protect the natural resources of
their locality and they are well
within their rights to procest,”
Hontiverossaid on Monday. mna

CARTOO!
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Altai defends legality of Sibuyan,
Romblon mining operations

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonlmayuga

LTAI Philippines Mining
ACorporation (APMC) on

Monday belied allegations
thatits operation on Sibuyan Island
in Romblon province is unlawful,
saying the company has secured
all necessary permits and licenses
to lawfully and peacefully conduct
business in the area.

In a statement, APMC said its
operation began many years before
it even set up camp on-site by un-
dertaking comprehensive environ-
mental and socioeconomic studies
and outcome analyses.

The mining company said it has
also consulted with government
regulatorsandagencies, andengaged
the surrounding communities to
ensure that operations will be safe,
legitimate, and with minimal envi-
ronmental effects.

“Giventhis, wecategoricallydeny
allallegations questioning thelegal-
ity of our Sibuyan operations. Our
company has secured all the neces-
sarypermitsand licensestolawfully

lines set by the law.

“Wewouldliketoassurethepublic
that APMC will continue to strictly
and uncompromisingly adhere toall
laws pertinent to our activities, for
the current exploration and future
development, operation, and reha-
bilitation plans. We pray that those
who may have grievances against
thiswill observe the same,” the com-
pany said.

The company said it remains
committed to ensure that its min-
ing operations involve and respect
all stakeholders, minimize environ-
mental impact, and prioritize a fair
division of socioeconomic benefits.

The Social Action Network and
Caritas Philippines, foriits part
expressed “serious concern over
the recent events in Romblon and
stand in solidarity with its people
who are taking the boldest stance
to protect their only home—the
beautiful, ecologically rich, and
peaceful Sibuyan Island.”

In a statement, the grour said:

m We strongly support the Dio-
cese of Romblon's efforts to protect
the environment, by opposing the

and peacefully conduct our business
in the area,” APMC said.

According to APMC, the compa-
ny's right to operate is “as inviolable
as the right to peaceful protest and
assembly.”

To recall, a series of protests in
SanAntonio, Romblonledbyagroup
calledSibuyanonAgainst Mininghas
reportedly resulted in the violent
dispersal of protesters last week,
injuring two people.

Subsequently, following the pro-
tests, the DENR issued a Notice of
Violations (NOV) to the company,

" followed by the call for the govern-

ment to issue a cease-and-desist or-
der to stop the company’s operation
on the island.
APMCsaiditisdeeplysaddenedby
the recent hostilities that happened
near the vicinity of the company's
mining exploration operations.
“Based on reports, there were
a few incidents involving our em-
ployees, lawenforcement personnel,
and protesters who were purport-
edly hurt when tensions got out of
hand at the site. Our company has
exhausted all means to help those

mining project in Sibuyan.

B We are committed to advanc-
ing the principles of Laudato Si and
be bearers of hope in the face of an
ecological crisis, following our Lord
Jesus, our Redeemer. As such, we
commit to “integrate the care of
creation as our common home in
our teaching and practice of Chris-
tian discipleship” through concrete
ecological actions in caring for our

who may have been hurt, and to do
whatever we can to de-escalate the
situation,” the miningcompany said

However, the company said it is
distressed by the fact that the ideol-
ogy of the protesters may not be as

- different from our company’s core

values as it would seem.

“While tke full and outright
refusal of all mining operations is
simply not realistic [nor economi-
callysustainable], Altai Philippines
Mining Corporation is equally op-
posetl to al] forms of illegal, reck-
less,andirresponsiblemining,” the
company saic.

Itisforthat reasonthatthe APMC
said it has repeatedly reached out to
the protesters to establish dialogue,
and hopefully find common ground.

“We hoped that we could assure
them that our activities are lawful
and compliant to government re-
quirements, and'fully aligned with
globalbestpractices. Unfortunately,
these efforts did not bear fruit,” the
company said.

According to APMC, conflict
resolutionbeginswhen theaffected
parties stay w:thin the clear guide-

Common Horne.

B We feel a moral duty to safe-
guard and uphold the well-being
of our shared environment. There-
fore, we believe that the project
would not serve the overall inter-
estsof theprovinceandwould pose
a threat, particularly to the lives
and lands of the communities on
the island, and the rich biodiver-
sity in the area.
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~ Sibuyan mining ops?

BY JING VILLAMENTE

Militant group Alyansa Tigil Mina:
on Monday bared that “Plastics King”

William Gatchalian is the one behind the
questionable mining operations of the Atlai
Philippines Mining Corp.

The ATM alleges that the Gatchalians
. own APMC. They claim that Gatchalian’s
 involvement in the mining company is
through his son Kenneth, who is also a
. director of APMC's parent firm.
The group provided the Daily Tribune
. some documents showing that Kenneth
Gatchalian sits as chairman of Wellex

Mining Corp., one of the 23 mining firms

- ordered closed in February 2017 by the
- Department of Environment and Natural
- Resources under then Secretary Regina
li Lopez.
The ATM also said Kenneth Gatchalian
is the direct beneficiary of Dynamo Atlantic
Litd. that acquired Sibuyan Nickel Properties
Development Corp., partner of Altai
Philippines Mining Corp. whose president
is a former official of the Wellex Group.
}: Kenneth Gatchalian is the brother

recently appointed Department of Social
Welfare and Development Secretary Rex
Gatchali'ftn.

of Senator jgerwin Ga.téhali.an who was

: | lJDperations ceased
Over the weekend, the DENR had

ordered APMC to cease its operations in |

Romblon due to lack of pernits,

The department issued the order
stopping the mining company’s
operations on Saturday. aftor Sibuyan
residents clashed with police to halt
APMC’s imining activities in their
community, | - el M
- According to a notice of violation
issued by the DENR-Mimaropa

Environment Bureau, Altai Philippines

Mining G'prpqration had viclated the
implementing rules and regulations of the
Water Code of the Philippines

The DElNR alleged that 2PMC did
not have a foreshore lease agreement
for a pier, had built a causewsy without
securing an Environmental Compliance
Certificate, and had cut down trees
without a permit. EDJEN OLIQUINO

. L siombam ) W



STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION
AND

INITIATIVES
SERVICE

Malaga

Business Inslght

U?PEI PAGE BANNER

o~
’a gy -
o L\

DATE

PAGE

EDITORIAL

Sibuyan mining
act1v1t1es slamlhed

BY GERARD NAVAL

THE Catholic Church in the Phil-

ippines yesterday denounced the

controversial mining activities in
Sibuyan Island, saying the project
of the Altai Philippines Mining
Corporation (APMC) will not
serve the interest of Romblon and
will only damage the envitonment.

In a unified statement released by
the Caritas Philippines, several dio-
ceses and archdioceses, social action
centers, and Caritas orga.mzauons

tarily halt all t‘.‘:ﬁplepatlon and test-

ing activities

Slbuyan Island and

to continue 31;.: full cooperation

and coordina

n with the relevant

authorities to qddress any concerns

or issues that have been raised.”
It reiterated that it'is “com-

mitted to maintaining the high-

est standards of

environmental

rcspor‘lsibiiit;r aﬂa community

engagement.”
“Our priotity
peace and order,

is to maintain
o ensure the

concerns and well-being of the

CARTOON

called for the halt in the mining Sibuyanons, to ensute that no
operations in Sibuyan Island. parties ate ne atively impacted by

“The Social Action Networkand ~ our operations. We pride ourselves
Catl,;gg Philippines express setious  as stalwarts. of ustainable and xe-

concerns over the recent eventsin  sponsible m 50 we take this
Romblon and stand in solidarity as an opportunity to address all
with its people, who are taking the  recent concerns brought up against
boldest stance to protect their only  our Sibuyan explora!:lon We look
home — the beautiful, ecologically ~ forward to working with all stake-
rich, and peaceful Sibuyan Island,”  holders to resolye any outstanding
said the joint statement. concerns,” it ds[) said.

“We call on Altai Philippines Aside fmrncal]mgon themuung

Mining Corporation and other
conglomerates to stop destructive
mining,” it also said, adding that
the mining acdvites will only fur-
ther escalate the degrading of the
island’s natural resources. .

Wotse, they said the project will
not bode well for the communities
living in the island, especially in the
long term.

“We believe that the pre]ect
would not serve the overall inter-
ests of the province and would
pose a threat, particularly to the
lives and lands of the communi-
ties on the island, and the rich
biodiversity in the area,” they said.

““We feel a moral duty to safeguard
and uphold the well-being of our
shared environment,” they added.

The APMC, in a statement, an-
nounced it has “decided to volun-

‘otganizations. .

firm to cease i

operations, the

Church organizations also called

on the natio

government to

perform its true mandate.
“We urge the Department of

sources, as well

offices, to priori

* Environment and Natural Re-
s all government

ize protecting

people and nan{re before vested
socio-economic and political in-

terests,” they said.

Snmlarly, the groups appealed to
the police authorities to maintain

partiality towards
“We bid all la

agencies to righ

said the groups.
Expressing s soli

ment with the

63 dioceses and 2

social action centet

justice.
enforcement

lly serve justice,”

and agree-
statement are
;rchq.loceses, 30
bS, am:l 23 Caritas
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JCE\' GALICIA VFNANCIO

Email: venanciojoey e gmail.com

‘paghahakot ng ores ang mga
truck ng Altai Phﬁippines Mining Corporhﬁon sa Barangay
Spana, San Fernando, Sibuyan island, Romblon. Many
thanks sa matinding pagtutol at pagbarikada ng mga
residente, but no thanks sa local govemtnent unit ng San
Fernando partikular sa kanilang alkalde na tila nagsilbi
pang spokesperson ng mmil;g coni:pany' ﬂ -
Ipinatigil ng Department of Enviro: and Natural Re-
sm;'ﬁ? ang operasyon, Nila ]{351 ngA an.gP:esndentnal

S, Revised Forestry - of the Philippines tungkol

pagp : pmo,atnilahagﬁSedumtingPD.

1586 na nagsasabing: “No person, partnership, or corporation |
shall undertake or dpmte any envlronmcqtal critical project

or operate u:i an enwmmental critical area without securing an
‘enviromental compliance certificate. it s igyan
| Samga paglabag na ito ng naturang mining company na pag- i

aari ng Gatchalians, dapat pagpanagutin sila sa mga pinutol na  island? Nabuleg d&w ito satextn
puno. Aba’y hindi puwede na ganun lang, pinatigil lang. Kung  anak. Tsk tsk tsk...

magagandang puno ang tinumbal! ? kayo, mga ! malf
Dapatpag?anagutm din ng DENR- angAltalMlmngsagmawa o

nitong pier para sa mga barko na hahakot ng minerals. Aba’y =~ Dapat mag—mgat si Pangulong *

napakaraming corals ang sinira nila sa baybayin ng San  mga dating opisyal na nasangkot s

‘uwi o nagbenta ng corals ay kinakasuhan, ito pang halos isang  Makabubuting huwag niya nang
isla ng Sibuyan. Oo!

$a1nga permit para magmina sa isang restricted  kaya? Subayba?mn!

'Fernando! Ktm-g ang isang mangingisda nga na mahuling nag- - uli ngayon. l?,pam imakabalik sa gobyerno.

‘§8 mamamayan ng %ihm n

2 isang politiko sa kanyar g

angmag—uulmgngaaykmlﬁmlongatpmagmum takahitsanga ~ Kumusta na kaya ngayon ang mga opisyal na i
lang ng mangga ang inuling, ito pa kayang daan daang Nakakatulalampa kaya sila ng mahimbing? Sana bangungut n

Bongbong” Marcos, Jr. 1a
a katiwalian na nag-a: ]ﬂ \

nang langgapin ang mga 13009

_ektarya ng ang tinambakan ng Altai. Animal! ' _ito lalo kung may nakabinbin na kaso sa Ombudsman lalo « a
~ Alam nyo, mga pare’t mare, sigurado akong may mga kumita ~ Sandiganbayan. Dahil kapag nabigan uli ng pagkakataon 21 |
na opisyal partikular politiko sa pagpasok ng Altai Mining sa  mga taong ito, ﬁyakmagnmkawn]isﬂasagobyemo_ Mismo! |

Hindi magkakalakas-loob ang mining company na ito na mﬂom%ﬁgmwlmﬂlimmgm' profes
wakwakin ang bundok ng Sibuyan kung walang mataas na  sorat dating presidente ng All UP A cademic Employees | pion
 opisyal ng lalawigan na nagbigay ng permiso sa kanila kahit na si Melania Flores. Dz;nlamthasa(,'amp Kamgq‘ Baki
kulang-kulang sila

CARTOON
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Snmanlxla., nagplﬁang ang" ;
gobyemo at company offi- -

ing our employees, law
rce t personnel, and

L
 ibakaring  a50dh ...:{.em"
ning  ayon naman sa

violatmns paha ag ni Eliza- “We are parti ularly dls-
beth Ibanez ng leuyanon - tressed by ﬁn tgct that the

on ng mmm company sa
Sibuyan ;slan Ro blon da-

Misit idealogy i thes
.myautbesd:. rent from
'_ o] 1lati iy i CG&‘V&*&ES o
the Philippin rile the full

5% Siﬂaﬁi_ml_. | of all min-
‘foreshore les 2 op )  in imply 1
ang APMC pa , inihayag ni Area 1
layo ng Mmssgsﬁlwmmm com- s
Certif

. ;4';{ joriing
- Sibiyan
. pany hasaegured all the nec-

g ant wwemmant

cleny all allegations ques-
the legality of our
srations. Our com-

and licenses to

essury

lawfully and peacefully con-

duct our business in the area,
pahayag ng kompanya.

“Chur right to operate is as
mwciahwasﬁaen,ght to peace-
“ful protest and assembly. For
that reason, we repeatedly
reached out to the protesters
to zstablish dlalogtw - and

hopefully find n
:ground. We hoped

fwe
could assure them that ourac-
tivities are lawful and compli-
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BY BELLA CARIASO

N official of Barangay Espafa, San
Fernando, Romblon on Monday said

at the human barricade of residents

will continue despite the suspension order
|issued by the Department of Environment
|and Natural Resources (DENR) Mimaropa

In a radio i

Regional Office against Altai Philippines
Mining Company (APMC).

Espafia Councilor Jhay Bnmeru
said that residents will

gnaled as caught in the video
to allow the entry of the trucks,”
R said.

barricading as the ship, barge and
trucks of APMC remain in the area.

"Our barricade will continue as
we are still monitoring the ship
at the pier, as well as the trucks,”
Romero said. |

Residents of Sibuyan Island in
Romblon formed a human block-
ade to prevent the mobilization of
trucks loaded with ore.

Romero noted that at least seven
wrucks of APMC are still parked in
the mountains,

“The police are also here watch-
ing us,” he said.

According 10 Romero, the min-
ing company failed 1o secure
permits from the village and mu-
nicipality.

AL the same time, he criticized
the police for allegedly siding
with the APMC afier they allowed
the entry of three trucks carrying
the ore.

“The police should side with
the residents of Barapgay Es-
paiia but the chief af police

He claimed that the APMC
transporied at least 20 trucks to
operaté on the island.

He noted that he was even hand-
cuffed by the police even though
the barricade being conducted in
the area remains peaceful.

“We have been barricading the
area for 12 days and we even pro-
vided the police with snacks like
sweel potatoes, coffee and bread
because we thought they were on
our side,” Romero said.

He addexd that the police did not
entertain his complaint against the
personnel who handeuffed him.

“They did no: accept my blotter
since the respondent is their offi-

' cer,” he noted.

Romero said the mining opera-
tion already resulted in the denu-
dation of forest in the mountains,

“As you can see in the video,
there is a portion of the mountain
that has no forest cover,” he said.

On Feb. 2, 2022, DENR Mi-

maropa regional director Joe

fk for the Envi

and Natural

NO TO MINING smbenctssasnteiss

Beland Bl Mand:

Amil Salino ordered the APMC to
suspend its mining operation in
Sibuyan Island.

Salinc also issued a notice of
violation against APMC for oper-
Aling a caugeway project without

an environmental compliance
centificate.
In his letter/10 APMC Chair-

‘man and Pres\d:m Hanniel

Ngo, Salino 3Iiso o:dered the

former to submit mlfvn 10 days

an explanation why the mining
company should not be fined
with P*50,000.

“Yow are he-eby directed 1o
suspemd and lurther develop-
ments irelative to the construction

;Feb. 6,203, PHOTO BY MIKE GE JUA

i r s of the causeway

mediately.”
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Manila Water: DENR

should accept S

MANILA Water Co. on Monﬁay said it would
abide by a Supreme Court decision that .

settled fines imposed against the firm and -
the Manila Waterworks and Sewerage -
System (MWSS) for violating the Clean

Water Act.

In a disclosure filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC), Manila
Water said it was jointly and severally

liable with the MWSS for a total amount of
P921,464.184.

The Supreme Court denied a motion for
partial reconsideration filed by the Office
of the Solictor General for the respon-
dents, Department of Environment and
5!5135:;! Resources (DENR), et.al. >

*Iralsoruled that nofurther pleadings
o mations would be entetained and that
entry of judgment wouldalso be made

* sewerage and sanitation coverage.

The high court earlier cut down fines .. F
e - ; 7, R PR .

end-goal of achieving 100 percent water, -

 order

imposed on Mayr{ilad Water Services
o Inc. MariilaWater and MWSS for their
' noncompliance with the Clean Water
Act. From the previous P921 million,
the tribunal reduced the fine to P202
million. |
The Supreme Courtin 2019 fined
Maynilad and MWSS 921,464,184 and
separately fined Manila Water and MWSS
the same amount. ;
The wate concessionaires were “found

liable for vialation of Sec. 8 of the Philip-
pine Clean Water Act;' which requires the
connection of existing sewage linesinall
subdivisions, condominiums, commercial
centers and other establishments, includ-
ing households, to an available sewerage

day (MLD) to 410 MLD at present.
CIs EARL CUETO
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Manila Water readies plan for
sanitation projects until 2037

l MANILA Water Co., Inc. on Monday said that it would
submit its completion plan to build and operate water,
sewerage and sanitation projects until 2037,

‘ In a regulatory filing on Monday, Manila Water
said it had received on Monday a copy of the Jan. 17,
2023 notice from the Supreme Court (SC) that “de-
nied with finality” a motion for partial reconsidera-
tion filed by the Office of the Solicitor General (0SG)
for the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

“It also stated that no further pleadings or motions
‘will be entertained, and that entry of judgment will be
made immediately,” the listed company said. :

With the denial, the DENR will have no basis to
continue to refuse to accept the company’s payment

f fines as computed by the court, Manila Water

aid. The fines were imposed on the water conces-
sionaires in their case for non-compliance with
2epublic Act No. 9275 or the Philippine Clean Water
Ect of 2004, Y

| Aside from the fines, the company said the SC
notice also mandated the east zone water conces-
fionaire to submit as required by its legislative
ranchise a plan for the establishment and opera-
tion of water and sanitation projects until the 2037
Teﬁud. : _

This includes a five-year completion target, which
will achieve 100% water, sewerage and sanitation
Toverage by 2037.

In October last year, the SC unanimously affirmed
its 2019 ruling that the Metropolitan Water Works
mnd Sewerage System (MWSS), Manila Water, and

violating Section 8 of the Clean Water Act.

However, the High Court also allowed the'lowering :

ﬂf the fines imposed on the two concessionaires to
36,000 per day from P200,000 per day from the day
of the violation on May 7, 2009 to Jan. 21, 2022, which
mounts to P202.26 million.

i 2009, the DENR filed a complaint against MWSS
ar 4its concessionaires, Maynilad and Manila Water,
T their failure to provide, install, operate, and main-
tain adequate wastewater traatment facilities for the

aynilad Water Services, Inc., should be held liable for-

sewerage sysfem, rLsuIting in the degradad quality
and beneficial use of the receiving bodies of water
leading to Manila szy_.

Section 8 L%the Clean Water Act manclates the
connection of existing sewage lines in all subdivi-
sions, condo !iniurris, commercial centers and other
est-abiishmevﬁ;:nclpding households, to an available
sewerage s within five years from the law’s
effectivity in 2 .

Manila Water said it made several attempts to pay
the fine but the DENR rejected the payment. The 0SG
then filed a motion for partial reconsideration on Nov.
2,2022. i ! ‘

In the SC notice denying the motion, the court said
that “the issue: raiséd by the 0SG have been passed
upon and no sy bstat}ltial arguments were presented to
warrant the re?ersall“ - -

|

MAYNILAD [

Meanwhile, Milc’ilad_ is set to spend aroun1 P3.2 bil-
lion for the con uction of four modular traatment
plants in Cavite, the west zone water conce:ssionaire
said on Monday. |

“Cavite is the farthest point of our concession area,
so there are portions that do not yet receive 24-hour
water supply. The new modular treatment olants
will draw water from adjacent dams, and serve asa
dedicated supply source that can lengthen supply
availability for these underserved areas,” Maynilad
Chief Operating Officer Randolph T. Estrellido, said in
a media release on Monday.

The modular treatment plants are expe::ted to
be completed between 2023 and 2024, thesa will be
located in the province of Cavite in the cities of Bacoor
and Imus, the four modular treatment plan's will
have a combined water output of 47 millior liters per
day (MLD) which can provide water supply to about - -
200,000 households,

Metro Pacifi¢ Investments Corp., which has a ma-
jority stake in M| ynilad, is one of three Philippine units
of Hong Kong-based First Pacific Co. Ltd., the others
being Philex Mining Corp. and PLDT Inc. — /ishley
Erika 0. Jose !
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Restoring Pasig River

EVERYMAN

By Melandrew T. Velasco

FIRST, the Tullahan River. &

This; year, San Miguel Corpom (SMC),
one of the country’s most diversified companies,
is poised to accomplish another feat: the
rehabilitation of the historic Pasig River.

Appmxxmately 27 kilometers long, Pasig
River connects Laguna de Bay and Manila Bay.

The main Pasig River passes through the
cities of Tagulg, Pasig, Makati, Mandaluyong
;ﬂd Nanil hd Sl AR Ty

¢ river system has four major tributaries—

Marikina, Pateros-Taguig,

Juan—and 43 minor tributaries such as creeks
esteros mostly in Manila.

Pasrg River, which played an important

role in the development of Manila and its
ne:ghbomg cities and town, was was famous

Napindan and San

il

Ferdinand El Mmhs St dehvered before the

Philippine Jaycees in 1970 where he reininisced
about Pasig River.

“Iremember when [ was young, [useel tobea
member of ah outboard motorboat race s group,
and we used to race down the Pasjg Tver. [
turned turtle right in front of Malacanang, or
rather, just behind Malacanang. But the water
was 50 clear that it was a pleasant swin to the
river bank.” the late president said.

That was the Pastg River before the onset of

pmhfefatwn of water. hyaomth and other

_seasonal phenomena such as algal bloom, and
salt water

: ntrusion have contributed to the
river’s water quality.
Over the years, several attempts liave been

B e
~ our love for our country
‘ﬁmwmﬁézggﬂ

| country? fesaurcesﬁa

President and CEQ Ramon §. Ang that SMC
expects its P2-billion Pasig Clean-up project to
surpass the one million metri¢ tons threshold in

month is good news to all of us,

focus efforts on both ends ofthemerwhcre
waterﬂ‘awmmcnonlsusual

e 92'.-',198 metric tons of silt and waste from the
Pasig River to date. Monthly, SMC targets to
extract more than 70,000 tons.

IR

silt and solid waste extracted from the river this -

According to SMC, the dredging teams will

SMC’s clean up teams have»fem_nved a total

its neighboring cities and towns along bodies

of water are prone to flooding especially during
the rainy season and onslaught of typhoons.
The rehabilitation of the Pasig River will
nnngatethe ﬂmdmgmtheee areas as r:s ﬂoqd-
carrying capacity has vastly improv .
The dredging and de-silting of the river
increased the depths to five-six me
just two-three meters when the project started.
“Hopefai};ykby the time the rainy
mlmm‘mye'ar;ourqmeswm feel the
of the Pasig River’s larger carrying
along with govemment’s other flood | 'tlgahon
and control programs,” RSA said. |
With its increased” hydraulic | capacity,
Pasig River as a transport route will also be
_vastly improved.. River ferries will be able to
provide better intra-city connectivity and help
decongest thoroughfares in the metropolis.

The rehabilitation of the Pasig River is the
second initiative of SMC in support of DENR’s
Adopt-A-River Program after the | Tullahan
River rehabilitation. : i

|

s from’

for its pristine waters.  'made in the hope of rehabilitating and teviving
Méwasnoton}yamof‘ﬂm“ velihood the river to improve its water quality and
a transport route; it was also a place for flood water] carrying capacity, and restore: its
sedreah@n. : =g environm integrity. !
I came across @ speech by the late President  The regent pmnuuncement by SMC
Being an archipelago, the country lis highly % Ita.lsnmntnlmtesmeﬂ"ortsbemb undeitaken
vulnerable to water-related hazards. Manila and - in compliance ‘with the continuing Sujreme

Court mandanms to clean up the Manila Hay

It is the largest such initiative by & vingle’
entity in the country which I hope will inspire
other entities irom the private sector io emulate.
" “The Meniorandum | of Agreement for
the implementation of  the P2-billion Pasig
Dredging Preject was signed between DENR
‘and SMC on /une 9, 2021.

The '!Ehuhlllfatron of the Tullahan River
which was completed in 27 months and the
ongoing Pasig  River ject are jusi two
initiatives of lﬂCldhyRSAthﬂ demonstrate
the conglome-zte’s love for the country

Like SMC and RSA., we too can show
our love for cur country by becomning zoed
stewards of the comtrﬂ resources.

(Velasca is a book writer who
has at least 50 '&ides his credit. He is alse
the executive director of the Million Trees
Foundation, ¢ 11on -government ouffil promaoting
“environmentql protection and WW"”S in
watershed arves.)
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