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NR chief to do balancing

‘act on mining, environment

By JonaTHAN L. MayuGa
¥ @jpnimayuga

S mining takes center stage
Ain the Mindanao leglast week
of the multi-stakeholder dia-

logue by the Departmentof Environ-
mentand Natural Resources (DENR),
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyza-
ga vowed to look into the issues and
concerns raised py residents of com-
munities affected by mining,

Pressed for comments on the
violent dispersal of anti-mining bar-
ricades put up by communities in
SibuyanIsland, Yuulo-Loyzagainitially
declined to speak about the issue.

Monetheless, the DENR chief
eventually said!that “people need
minerals, which requires a balanc-
ing act” on the part of the DENR.

The dialogues initiated last year
by the DENR in Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanaoaim tg gatherinputs from
various stakehglders on environ-
mental concerns, The inputs will
form part of a policy to be developed
bythe DENRunder Loyzaga'swatch,
a statement from the agency read.

The official said to achieve a bal-
ance in terms ofithe approach, geo-
graphically and socially, the DENR
needs to listen to all stakeholders
and be satisfied after hearing them
out—whether tHey are pro-mining
or anti-mining.

“You know, [ will not speak spe-

cifically to it, but I'll tell you this,
we're here to listen and until we can
be satisfied that we have heard all
stakeholders, we cannot achieve a
balance in terms of our approach
geographicallyand socially,” shesaid.
50, these complexities need to be
addressed in whatever approach we
will take moving forward.”

While minerals are needed, she
said there’saneed to balance mining
impact in terms of economic, social
and environmental considerations.

"How we balance that really
depends on our understanding of
the complexities of the different
contexts that we are actually faced
with. So we cannot choose just one
approach. We need to be sensitive to
everything else that is going on. S50
you'vebrought up Sibuyan, we'lltake
a good look at that,” she assured.

Sibuyanons against mining
RESIDENTS of Sibuyan continued
to pratest the alleged illegal mining
operation of Altai Miningin San Fer-
nando town, Romblon province, be-
causeof mining'sdestructivenature.

Romblon has been considersd
havinga fragileecosystem. The prov-
ince sits in Sibuyan Islands, known
as the Galapagos of Asia because of
its rich biological diversity.

The protesters want the mining
operations stopped and demanded
a thorough investigation as to how

the company was able to operate
sansthenecessary permitsanddocu-
ments such as barangay clearance,
municipal busingss permit and a
DENR foreshore lease contract. The
residents said the firm was also able
to secure a permit from the Philip-
pine Ports Authority toiconstruct a
private port.

Mitigation hierarchy
LOYZAGA has said that under her
watch, the DENR is adapting what
she calls a “mitigation hjerarchy.”
"When youaredisruptinganeco-
system, if you can avoid it, you must;
if you can reduce it, you must. If you
need to rehabilitate, you must and,
if you cannot fully rehabhilitate, you
must be engaged in some form of
compensatory action,” she said.
Loyzaga, however, admittad that
such an approach has not been fully
threshed out. She said deing so will
entail the consideration of the en-
vironmental management program
that each company needs to under-
take, the progressive rehabilitation
program that they will propose and
the Social Developmentand Manage-
ment Program (SDMP) that they are
mandated to put into operation.
During her time as Environment
Secretary, the late Gina Lopez has
called on large-scale miners to re-
view their SDMPs and adopt a more
effective “Sustainable Integrated

AreaDevalopment” (SIAD}approach
toensure theiroperationsbring sus-
tained :conomic and social benefits
to their host communities.

SDN Ps are provided for in DENE
Administrative Order 2010-21,
which iz theimplementingrules
regulatons of Republic Act 7
(Philippine Mining Act of 1995

Risk management
LOYZAGA said they are looking at
the SDMP to see how it can be
of a gencral resilience and risk-m
agemen: objective for the comm
tiesand ecosystems thataregoing to
be disrupted.

Aprecenditiontostartinga mining
operaticn, the SDMP isa 5-year
carried cut duringthelifeof themi
to bring about a sustained impro
ment in the living standards of ¢
host anc neighboring communi

The :nvironmental protectic
and enhancement program will also
be reviewed, she assured

"For us at this peint, there will be
averycarefullookatclimate-rela
risks and other multiple hazards
that are occurring in the area, but
certainly the impacts, socially, eco-
nomically and in the end, the power
of the governance structure at the
local level to help us with monitor-
ing, observation and analyzing the
environiental impact of these ac-
tivities,” she said.
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Sibuyan Island are being pro-
tested by residents, has been
cited by the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources {D R) for wolaaens,
without
clearance am:l cntting trees
wtthou;ap&rmit. |

In notices served on Satur-
day by DENR personnel from
Romblon province, Altai Phil-
ippines Mining Corp. (APMC)
was found to be “construct-
ing/operating a causeway
project without an approved
environmental  compliance
certificate” and was directed
to attend a technical confer-
ence at the DENR central of-
fice in Manila on Feb. 7.
 According to DENR-Mim-
aropa Regional Director Ioe
Amil, “failure to attend ar
submit required position s

be considered as a waiver of A

right to be heard and present
evidence on their behalf.”

The other violation notice

signed by Arnoldo Blaza Jr., of-

ficer in charge of the Romblon

Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Office, or-
dered the firm to explain with-
in 10 days why it should not be
fined for violating the Forestry
Code for cutting and clearing
trees without a permit.
Earlier, adialogue was held
among officials of the DENR,
other government agencies,
local government and envi-
ronmental groups protesting
the APMC’s allegedly illegal
operations on Sibuyan Island.
This was after m antimin-

clash with police on Frida}:

er, the trucks forced their way
through while about 30 police-
men intervened and tried to
break up the barricade.

‘Small victory’
Elizabeth Ibafiez, coordi-
nator of Sibuyanon Against
Mining, said “the outcome of
the dialogue could be consid-
ered a small victory for the
protesters. who did not waver

in: their protest at the barri-

cades and who persisted in
demanding that the illegal ac-
tivities of APMC stop.”

For protest leader Rodne
Galicha, “all these victories
happened mainly because of
the continued protests, barri-
cade, action and expressions

‘of Sibuyanons.”

Rights and environmental
groups, however, demanded

‘accountability for the police

dispersal and asked the gov-
ernment to respect the stand
of residents.

“We demand an immediau_e
investigation of the authorities
involved in the violent disper-
sal. The people of Romblon
must be allowed to freely ex-
ercise their right to protect the
environment and defend their
island from destruction,” said
Cleng Julve, campaigns officer
for scientist group 4 Agham.
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By Madonna T. Virola ‘The protesters had formed | Police chided
@mvirolaINQ a 'ﬁmﬁ&n barricade to stop era, mational
site O three of APMC’s hauling trucks '- *ceognator of Alyansa Tigil
CITY OF CALAPAN—A min that were carrying nickel ore Mina, said the police should
ing firm, whose operations on from leaving the port. Howev- have e ed a: “peaceful

protest and respected the po-

sition of the Sibuyan people
'agalnst the minmg i:ompa ny."

anons h.ui resis;ed for decades
the enty and operations of
mining companies on the island,
wary that further mining would
destroy their community and
undermine their livelihood.

Last year, despite a plea
from residents in the towns of
San Fernando, Cajidiocan and
Magdiwzng to declare Sibuyan
mining-ftee, the government
issued 2 mineral ore export
permit t APMC in Decernber,
allowing the company to bulk
test 50,000 metric tons of ore.

“Such. brazen disregard
for the will of the Sibuyanons
comes as no surprise,” Pala-
bay said.

Environmental group Xa-
likasan PNE also urged the
governmeant to “categorically
revoke” ihe mineral produc-
tion sharing agreement given
to the APMC, “in light of its
clear human rights violations
and the lzick of social license.”

“We also call for a morato-
rium on z1l mining operations
in Sibuyen, and in all other
watersheds and key biodiver-
sity areas in the Philippines,”
Kalikasan said. —wiTH rREpoRTS
FROM JANE BAUTISTA AND KRIXIA
SUBINGSUBING INQ
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Restoring
NEDA plan

- By CArU. ORDINARIO para lang ti kung ano ang talagang
@caiordinario.  nasailalim. ngayprmsiunpam
samaé‘mlﬁiaﬂxﬁte pag-restore niyan
" " W ts must ... [There must really be a provision for
or the restoration of\ran - éxpl'?re
ousminingsites, and H'a ol C Te just to
National Ecmoxmc and D 10 0 So there
Authority( e USE &pmiamnsu they will rehabili-
Neda U Rosemane G. tateandrestoretheland],” Edillonsaid,
Edillonunderscored tl;att.hePlp]ippme Edﬂlon sa.ui anumber of examples
Development lau(P "‘a. s like Aus
'4 lmporx'anceo |bm"=.- 11 e
Mining sites, E ; re-b' @& kb

habilitated and 1 footared, ot
 be ensured whenever mmingpro;ects

Cipord

ippines,” the PDP stated.

- Per the PDP,; mineral resources
the country will be used for industnpl
value-addition. The plan states
mineral o:es

crease investors' J,nterest in the Pt;E

'and Mma

andGe&txences Bureau (MGB) willalso
“ﬁdmmgmms to enhance thei

E portumtzws for the Philippines
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‘try that needs to be considered.
She gave assurances that in the

future efforts at legislation on min-
will recessarily come with many

!,
consu.ftatmns

Cobalt expo

_BASED on thePDP theinternational

_ sanctions pla_.ced on the export of co-

balt from Russia could provide op-
f‘Q..

}zy mput in the production
1;& Philippines and|
amountsof cobalt re-

serw.‘sand u*earnongthesmsou.ces;:\LLo»

bah,aftérAum]ia.Cuba theDemocr

Republic of the ,and Indonesia.

' '&lthotghﬂzel’hilipp{ nesprochuces®
nilekee] - cobalt guxedwmh sulpm;h thel
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NEDA: Fiscal regime key

to mining industry revival

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

THE Marcos administration is put-
ting premium on the rehabilitation
and strengthening of the mining
industry by correcting bad prac-
tices in the industry, ratonalizing
taxes and pushing for projects that
would promote and boost min-
ing such as the use of remewable
energy.

Rosemarie Edillon, undersec-
retary of the National Economic
and Development Authority
(NEDA), in a media forum in
Quezon City last Saturday, said
the government is determined
to revive the mining sector and
has identified the mining fiscal
regime as a crucial factor in fixing
mining governance.

Edillon said the national gov-
ernment needs the support and
cooperation of Congress as a law
may be needed to address fiscal
issues in mining,

She said there seems to be
an imbalance in the system as it
encourages mined ores to be pro-
cessed elsewhere.

Edillon said the administration
is looking into the practice of some
mining companies to leave their
sites without rehabilitating them
after years of mineral extraction.

EDILLON

She said the government wants
to compel mining companies to
rehabilitate their depleted mining
sites. .

Edillon said there are mining
firms that practice “responsible
mining,” but the government wants
to set aside funds for rehabilitating
the mined-out aréas,

She said the government is
also pushing for some alternative
energy programs that support and
complement the mining industry.
These programs include the use
of electric vehicles as its energy
storage system are made of nickel
and the country has many supply
of nickel.
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Nature-based solutions in climare
response

he country’s Philippine Development

Plan (PDP) (2023-2028) assessed the prog-

ress in environmental and climate action

in the last six years as modest. Progress
can be seen in the increase in forest cover
by 3.03 percent from 2015 to 2020 and the
general improvement in the management of
protected areas. However, the PDP also cited
that these positive gains still fall short of im-
proving the country’s overall performance in
these sectors.

In the 2022 Environmental Performance
/Index ranking, the Philippines placed 158th out
of 180 countries in environmental sustainabil-
ity, which covers performance indicators on
ecosystem vitality (e.g., biodiversity, water re-
'sources), environmental health (e.g,, air quality,
waste management), and climate change.
. In the 2022 World Risk Index, the Philip-
pines ranked first among 193 countries with
the highest disaster risks. The PDP noted
that between 2011 and 2021, the country in-
curred P673.30 billion worth of damage and

losses due to tropical cyclones alone. These

damages and losses from climate change
are expected to reach up to 7.6 percent and
13 percent of the country’'s gross domestic
product by 2030 and 2040, respectively, if
there is no adequate action to address the
impact of climate change. Hence, the PDP
strategy framework to Accelerate Climate
Action and Strengthen Disaster
will prioritize enhancmgaﬂaptauonas a pri-
ority climate action in the country.
Nature-based solutions (NBS) are key to
sustaining the provision of ecosystem goods

and services, reducing the intersecting vul-
nerabilities, and addressing complexities in

managing the compounding and cascading
risks posed by climate change across forest-
ry, biodiversity, water, and other sectors.
'~ NBS, or actions meant to protect, sustain-
ably manage, and restore natural or modified
ecosystems, can address climate change in
three ways:

1. Avoid or reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions related to deforestation and land use
change and degradation;

- 2. Capture and store carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere;

‘Resilience

ANALIZA REBUELTA-TEH

3. Enhame the of ecosystems,
and support uomnmmtfmtn adapt to climate
hazards such as flooding, sea-level rise, and
more frequeidand‘h:thse droughts, floods,
heat waves

The protection and restoration of for-
ests, m es, and wetlands, conserva-
tion of biodlverstty. coastal and marine re-
sources, and creation of urbaa greenspaces
are major adaptation measures the Depart-
ment of Environment and Narural Resourc-
es (DENR) wiﬂ relentlessly pursue using in-
tegrated and ecosystem-based approaches.
These initiatives demonstrate the positive

role that nature plays in delivering tangible

climate benefits and the potemnial of NBS for
disaster risk reduction. ;

- Integrating nature and climate change as
a climate solution provides co-benefits such
as job creation, addressing biodiversity loss,

and a healthier environment. For instance,

the use of a riparian wetland for flood miti-
gation may also support local fisheries, water
quality, recreation, erosion conirol, biodiver-

sity, and water nutrient managernent.

CAs part of the continuing implementa-
tion of the risk resiliency program under
the Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change
Adaptation, Mitigation, and Disaster Risk

‘Reduction, resilience road mips with in-
-vestment portfolio for risk resilience were
recently developed for the provinces in

the country that are vulnerable to climate
change. These planning documents seek to

strengthen province-based planning and

budgeting by recommending actions to
manage risks and address the provinces'
climate and disaster vulnerabilities. The
participation of private sector partners is
critical in incr the implementation of

these climate- and disaster-related invest-

ments, especially in the most vulnerable
areas in the country.

The private sector plays an important
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role in better driving meaningful initiatives
- for the planet. For example, the
the Philippines has been impleme
Gawad Sibol (Adopt-A-Watershed) Pragram
in partnership with the DENR since zo06,
which pursues the environmental rehabilita-
 tion of open and degraded watershed
through tree planting. ¥ ool
Just recently, Nestlé, One Tree Planted,
. and EcoPlanet Bamboo started a major refor-
estation project in Lanao del Sur to plaqlt 3.5
million bamboo clumps and native trees by
2024. I took part in the tree-growing activity
at the La Mesa Watershed and Eco Park that
was conducted in support of the project’s
' launch and to demonstrate the spirit of vol-
unteerism among Nestlé PH empl and
their partners. |
Aswemversethepathwayma:hwvmg
significant outcomes for xusminabw inclu-
sive, and climate-resilient development in
the Philippines, the government, with the
other stakeholders, will ensure mains
ing nature in climate action decisions. Nature
isnmonlyoppmtumtym secure a.'sus -
able future for all. ?
Through all these, we L'el:at:ig:nzlv:k the im-
portance of working with the p! or
_' our mandate to protect ;md on-

mqaxlmgful
hat can advance
géd!d ‘and help

Anaﬂzd kabﬂd&a—'l‘ah isc
undersecretary for finance, mfoi'ma ion
systems, and climate change. She

law at the University of the Philip nes
became a member of the bar in 19

was recognized as one of the UP Col eg of
Law Alumni forPubhc Servnce. =
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BARMM eyes more
mining project

AN official of the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mindanao
(BARMM) said the regional government
is eyeing more mining pm]ects to boost
revenues.

In an ambush interview, BARMM Minis-
try of Environment, Natural Resources and

Energy (Menre) Badr Salendab said that -

areas rich in minerals can be developed.
“That is actually one of the programs

‘that we are pushing right now, to de-

‘termine the mineralization of our area,

because we believe that there is a big -
potential. Of course, we have to balance

it by protecting our environment, so we
willimplement a sustainable development
approach here,” Salendab said. -

There are three mining

in Tawi-Tawi, i

“Right now, three mmmg companzes .

operate, but the two are already in the
winding up stage. The one in Lugus (Sulu)
is still in full blast operation. The permits
of the two were issued way back, before
the advent of BARMM; the third, it started

‘operation during the BARMM, " Salendab

caid

Compad i .Igp-;;
,mnngmthemgaomouem&hMBm :

He said that some investors have mani-
fested their in investing in mining.

"Of course, they will undeigo the right
process. It rk a big help to the economy if
mining is done right, as it provides jobs,

it pwvxdes]empioymem, it has.domino

industries dows . Of cottse, we have
to consider its effects on the environment,”
. the official wd :

Salendab said that BARMM iuppqns the

- move of the national governmant to revive

the mining industry.
or ‘RmM&ma&*fedmsme

- economic devastation of Covid, so I think

‘that is one of the actions being done by

the national government to ac dlress that,”

hesaid. | .

“We at Menre, we are the protector of the
environment, That's our foremost consid-
.eration, so we really have to stike the fine
‘balance between encouraging nvestment,
providing fq:r possible emplcyment and
of course, conserving and prcitecting our

- enviro ‘We assure our people in the

Bangamo that we are here 10 guard the
environment,” he said. 4 s
b2 _ BELL/A CARIASO
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3 villages in Cebu City
declared danger Zones

Local gov’tissues declaration after land fissures discovered in upland barangays

CEBU CITY—At least three up-
land villages here have been de-
clared as “danger zones” by the
city government’s Task Force
Likay sa Landslide (Task Force
to Prevent Landslide) because
of the presence of soil fissures
that might put residents at risk.

The wvillages of Bonbon,

Babag and Sirao were declared

danger zones at about the same
time that the Cebu City Disaster
Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Office (CCDRRMO) had re-

quested the Mines and Geosci-
ences Bureau (MGB) to inspect
the presence of these cracks to
avert untoward incidents from

be part of the process to ensure

the safety of their constituents, .

according to Castillo.

Harold Alcontin, chief of the
CCDRRMO, said in a separate in-
terview on Feb. 1 that they start-
ed looking into the situation in
upland villages since last year.

“In August [2022], we conduct-
ed a series of assessments in the
areas which have been prone to
landslides. So we requested the
MGB to release advisories [accord-
ing to what we observed],” he said.

Worsened
The CCDRRMO conducted
another investigation in No-

Jerone« wemberand December2022 due

‘happening, said -lawyer
Castillo, the.task foxce head.
Mayor Michael Rama will
act based on the recommenda-
tions of the MGB, said Castillo
in an interview on Wednesday.
The village chiefs of these
barangays were encouraged to

. wie: fo.theincessant rains and found

that the landslides and cracks
in the three villages have wors-
ened, especially in Sirao.

This prompted Rama to is-
sue an executive order in De-

cember creating the Task Force

Likay sa Landsllde
“Actually, we were closely

monitoring 14 barangays but the
situation in Babag, Bonbon and
Sirao were bad,” Alcontin said.

Alcontin did not, however,
say how large the cracks were
or if they were found in popu-
lated areas. |

But former Councilor Dave
Tumulak said there were a num-
ber of fissures in these upland vil-
lages and their sizes vary. Some
measure 33 metefs long and five
inches wide whilq the others are
11.3m long. One crack hasa depth
of about 1.40 m, he added.

Tumulak, then chief of the
city’'s disaster risk reduction
and management council, has
visited these areas and had seen
these cracks since 2017.

- The three villages are sparse-
ly populated and thrive on vege-
table and flower farming. Based
on the 2020 census, Babag has a

population of 5.045; Honbon has
6,108; and Sirao, famous for its
flower farms that have become
a tourist attraction in the city,
has a population of 3.647.

Other hilly villages in the
city have also suffered from
massive soil erosion during
heavy rains, such as what hap-
pemed on Oct. 29 last vear, when
a landslide in Sitio Garaje in Ba-
rangay Busay damaged several
houses and left more than 30

individuals homeless. No one

was hurt in the incident.
Alcontin said they were wait-

ing for the MGE to release an

advisory based on their investi-
gation so proper actions could be
taken by the city government.
“We can recommend forano
build zone or danger zone in ar-
2as that were prone to too much
landslides,” if that would be the
recommendation of the MGB, Al-
contin said. —NEsTLE sSEMILLA INQ
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Solving water
resource issues

Malacafiang first an-
A‘nmmoed it last week, Pres-
ident Ferdinand “Bong-
bong” Marcos Jr. (PBBM) is set to
issue an Executive Order (EO) that
will create a Water Resources Man-
agement Office (WRMO). Accord-
ing to the Presidential Communica- et
tions Office (PCO) announcement, 3
the new office will be created under the Department of
EnvhvnmentandNaturalRasoumes(DENR} The PCO
bgd w::new mla]ivm%);hehilzgkmg
tozy y passeéem (&) to
ater Resources (DWR).
estabhslmmtofDWmeofﬁ\eB
E:ontyadmuustrabonbﬂ]sﬂlatPBBMldamﬁed
maiden state of the nation address at the joint opening
of both d\ambers of the 19&\Cmgxess tn.}uly ;.- y

ha to them ter
e cﬂ:i&ﬂ: &:}gman [,vanous ﬁi:;a agmpﬁe:l
Imhal!y PBBM identified the ww

works a:uSewenpgeSymmMWSS).
Uﬂlﬂm AmMiInis )

Managanmt(mce,
ithastobemimvem&nesenaeﬂmt&mmmm

tion of the management office must be followed,” the
President

peinted out.
Very clearly, theWRMOmllbembpo{&leNm
which is the foremost

vernment - that
< ﬁ“? “We mas bnngihem
 water sectors’ puﬁc:es, (various water Agencres

\ . " together so that ﬂmy
ol foneyiand 99251 11 following the ov

Obviously, thereiis dis- plan,” PBM cited. Ch

"I‘l\d’snsiarasl could hell.l&@

water in the Philippin _.pedm{ me(waﬁer)
we also waste it,” PBBM speaking ar?mt Fili
express extreme dismay. . “ i ?

The President’smain goal uhofonm.llatecmmlegmtsd

Plan (IWMP) that will integrate vari-
different agencis. It would also set policies

© andi létﬂentsh-ucturalmﬁ)rmsonwatarmamoc ‘ent

;ssues including the critical supply of ‘resh
water. |

rtance of WRMOQ) - precursor of the plar ned
Water gﬁ(ﬁm&s [::,Ewc! t — cannot be overem '1ha-
reports, the MWSS saic a v ater
mpartsofMethmﬂalfthepmlm Ka-
Hwadaﬁ;:: 2A17. In fact, Southern Metro
long been ing from poor water sup ply.
It’smWacmmmonmghtagammseetankersdz ivering
water to different subdivisiors.
But lack of clean, potable vrater is not only a problem
in Manila. It is replicated in many areas around
try, g large water projects incluc ng
w%s:tpp . In fact, sevenal government . its
mtobulkmpply deals to extractmore wter
sources. Huch is unsustainab 1. out
evenLGUsaremwﬁghthxgtwerownemlﬁpu\ iter
resources, In Bohol, the towns of Sevilla and Balilihar -re
lod:edlpahxwerdlsputewe: the right to extract weter

from a water
Sevilla Mayor Julict D:no
oomplaﬁ'ted to the DM:! its mgh)l:onnp town’s
mtrudedudoha'mwumpabn Dano
Sec:elaryﬁntomaYqu—Loy ga tl nt
eBahhhanspemut from the NWRB allows it
atersystemmllxovmtemmry,ltmst illed 1ts
El"g extracting water beyond its boundary from
pnhgmBarangay Magsaysay, Sevilla, Bohol.
or claimed her neighbor’s project doesi 't have
aba: clearanceandlad(sabuﬂdm permit from
ﬂ’lEtDWl‘LOfSeV'llla all basic ﬁsfor such an

und
anomlazmspechon last year, NWR ficld
confirmed that Bugwak spring and the facili-
ﬁesaonsﬂ'uchedtoextmctwm from it are in Sevilla an 1

jurisdiction. This the agen
hl’evoke*B?tHi'eTtter sﬁmﬂwmﬁm appea
are

A ey g1 v
1S waterexperts,

case has been elevated to the NWRB's gov:txnpm > box _-'
composed of the Secretaries of the DENR; Department of
Justice; National Economic and _)evelopmentAutm ity
Department of Science and Technology; and, a repr
sentative of the University of the ‘ppines-l\’m-i ona
Hydraulic Research Center.

Why should an inter-barangzy dispute reached
agency’s highest echelons of tae and DE \-‘

WSMY&MEM&BBMIUWW’W}} Yever
or whatever is the motivation of NWRB in this case? 't
behooves 1 its ble cfficials to strictly app!-
the law observe pmoess The people of Sevilla
townd&serve might wake up one da

water all dm:l up alread
Sadly, s%maua‘ahcset up hasbeenso Eagma snited

full potentials of our natural wealth lik«
water resoilmes that our country e:n;oys
—= A .
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Water Exﬁo 'at"'
The Philippine Water Works
Association of the Philippines
(PWWA) will host the 6th Edi- Water Association; Chay Lo,
tion of Water Philippines Con- president, Camodla Water
ference and Exposition from As:
March 22 to 24, at the SMX government I1:0 orate' coun-
Convention Center in Pasay sel, Office of the Corporate
City, Metro Manila. Counsel; Eileen! dela Vega, i
PWWA president Vicente OIC, Local Wa
Joyas said that President Mar-
cos has been invited as the

Daud, Xresu:len i 'Malay sian

regu}ato ‘ Metmpoh—-

keynote speaker during the
i mgs am and will participate

cutting to offi-
mallyopenthee)&uma Other

Eavebeen invited are DENR
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo
Loyzaga,andSen.GracePoe

tan Waterworks & Sewerage
System; and Agnes VST Deva-
nadera, president and CEO,
Clark Water Development

Techmcal sessions will fol-
low to be participated in by
local and international key

players in the water industry
Health Asst. Sec. to discuss glabal challenges
‘Ho; Rep. Arnolfo ‘I‘evee, Jr; and.
Jose Victor Emmanuel de Dios,
president of Manila Water
n:lpany Inc.; Ramoncito Fer-
ez, president and CEO,

Invited plenary
‘B*everly"
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NIA to build P2.45 B water impounding project

By DANESSA RIVERA
The National Irrigation Adminis-
tration (NIA) is proposing to build
a P2.45-billion Bayabas water im-
pounding project in Bulacan to boost
irrigation for arable lands and help
mitigate flooding in nearby areas.

e NIA-Region 3 has proposed
the Bayabas 5Small Reservoir Ir-
rigation Project (SRIP) in Barangay
Bayabas, Dofia Remedios Trinidad,
Bulacan as a long-term solution for
erigakwn and flood control in the
province, based on its Environment
Impact Statement submitted to the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources-Environmental
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB/.

The project will have a storage
capacity of 33.137 million cubic

meters (MCM) to be sourced from

Bayabas River, one of Angat River's
tributaries.

The NILA said this would aug-
ment the water supply to the 26,981
hectares in Angat Maasim River Irri-
gation System (AMRIS) through the
existing Bustos Dam.

The Bayabas reservoir dam was
recommended since the Bayabas
River’s catchment area may not be
able to irrigate at least 50 percent of
the AMRIS service area.

“Without the the estimated
annual volume: of rice production
m AMRIS service area will only be
188,331 tons. This amount may also
reduce in the future due to prioriti-
zation of domestic water supply in
the utilization of Angat River water
resources,” the state-run agency said.

The Bayabas SRIP will also irrigate

150 hectares of arable lands and aug-

ment water supply to existing pump
irrigation systems in the municipality
of Dofia Remedios Trinidad.

Bulacan is ominantly an agri-
cultural province despite of massive
land conversions, with palay, corn,
coconut, mango and banana as the
region’s top five agricultural crops.

Moreover, the project will serve as
a flood control structure since water
will be released in a controlled basis
since the flood water during heavy
rains will be secured in the catchment
basin, it said.

The NIA has conducted a feasibility
study on the project from October 2014
to August 2017, while detailed design
and engineering was done from Sep-
tember 2017 to December 2021.

The project is envisioned to be
fully operational by 2025

Estimates showed that the project

will cost P2.45 billion, broker. down
inta direct cost of P1.88 billion and
indirect cost of P222.653 millim.

15 1994, the Bayabas Projec: Study
was conducted as part of the Water
Respurces Development Project and
was identified as one of the potential
spurces of additional water susply to
the AMRIS

Angat Dam, located in Norzagaray,
Bulacan is ted and manazed by
the National Power Corp, (N:pocor)
and supplies water to the Metro solitan
Waterworks and Sewerage Svstems
(NIWSS) to serve Metro Manila's needs
and fo NIA for irrigation requir:ments
of faimers within the provincs,

The Mational Water Resources
Board (NWRB) has intervened in
the water demand conflict by etting
compromise water allocation (uring
criti¢al levels of the Angat Reszrvoir.

NIA faced
which ad-

Because of ti
reduction of
versely affects
irrigated area in
larly during the

*Considert
demand for dome

in Metro Manila e
domestic water < + afforded
as higher prior the <earch and

development of additional water
sources for A ‘-|"€|= needs to be
resolved. NIA, being the proponent
of the project, vis w.:,i 1 long-term
pessible solution by impounding to
harness the water Bayabas River
for irrigation,” it sa:

The state-run
project to genera
portion can beal tec for reforesta-
tion, erosion control, and watershed
protection.
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By DANESSA RIVERA :

State-run Local Water Utili-
ties Administration (LWUA)
has set its focus on complet-
ing big-ticket water supply
systems bé; 2025, as well as
speed up the development of
treatment plants, to meet the
growing potable water and
sanitation needs of res;dents
'outside Metro Manila.

The agency is now get-
ting back on track with the
rehabilitation and construc-
tion efforts on water supply
systems in the regions in line
with the loan contract signed
‘with the Asian Development
Bank (ADB).

The a
backs due to

has faced set-

dela Vega said in an interview.
“We don't have a full-
fledged administration, so we
face disruptions in terms of
fund releases,” she said.
In 2016, the multilateral

pandemicand
the lack of an administrator,
LWUA officer-in-charge Eileen

lender extended a $60-mil-
lion loan to LWUA to put up
treatment plants in at least
12 provinces nationwide,
and the agency is mandated

to finish all of the projects by

2022 as required under the
agreement.

But out of the 12 projects,
Dela Vega said only two have
been completed — one in Polo-
molok, South Cotabato and
the other in Manolo Fortich,
Bukidnon.

Because of this, the LWUA
has extended the project im-
plementation of the ADB-

’ funded projects.

are in various stag-
es... but we're looking to com-
plete all the projects in 2025,”
Dela Vega said.
Apart from water sugfg
systems, LWUA is also d

oping septage treatment plants

and sewerage systems.

“We also have internally
funded projects to develop
water supply systems. We are
also focusing on septage treat-

ment plants to omply with
the Clean Water Act,” Dela

ge systems,
she said areas fslde Metro

“We are just starting our

'sewerage systems. We have

one in Baliwag, Bulacan, and
this is hosting other districts
for water treatment. But there
are a lot being
Baliwag. We also; have one in
San Jose, Bulacan and in Bata-
an,” the LWUA official said.
The mlplementatlon of
ADB-funded projects is in

Jline with LWUA's long-term

goal of providing universal

and equitable access to safe
and affordable drinking wa-
ter, and universal access to

>
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adequate and equitable sani-
tation by 2030, as set under
ihe Philippine Development
Plan (PDP).

With the continued popula-
{ion growth and the 'mpact of
climate change, there is aneed
to find and develop new water
sources, Dela Vega said.

“Water districts, nonethe-
less, are also doing their part
infinding new water sources,”
she said.

The LWUA is also urging
water districts to focus on
reducing non-revenue water.

“We are also teaching them
to prioritize addressing non-
r2venue water, the leaks...
because that is important for
them to prioritize in their
program to prepare in case of
drought,” Dela Vega said.
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Securing future
wqter supply

n the summer of 201¢ Meh'ogdqﬁla residents expe-
rienced critically low supplies of potable water, and
daily interruptions became the norm. Affected res-
idents had to queue and wait for the arrival of fire
trucks to have their daily supply. Besides the dwin-
dling water level at the decades-old Angat Dam and
Ipo Dam, as well as the dangerously low reserve
held by La Mesa Dam, the crisis was blamed on the
delay in water infrastructure projects, particularly
the Kaliwa Dam in Tanay, Rizal.

Last week, the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sew-
erage System (MWSS) announced that the P12.2-billion,
Chinese-funded Kaliwa Dam can now be completed by
2026 and start operation the following year, adding the
controversial project will “no longer be derailed” after
spending eight years just to secure permits for its con-
struction. The MWSS and the National Commission on
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) said they had obtained the
free, prior, and informed consent of the 46 tribal com-
munmsta be affected by the project.

i The project, however, iis a little late in coming. Last
mmpm,theMWSSalreadyumedofapossiblempply
shortage by 2024 due to population growth, while new
water sources will not be readily available by then, high-
lighting not the lack of planning, but the sense of urgen-
cy in seeing the projects push through. The so-called New
Centennial Water Source Project, an integrated system in-
volving the construction of the Laiban Dam at the Kaliwa
River in Rizal province, and the smaller Kaliwa Dam in Que-
zon province, is an example of the sad state of the process
involved in vital infrastructure undertakings. Conceived as
early as the Marcos era in the 1970s, a detailed study and
preliminary work on Laiban were conducted until Presi-
dent Corazon Aquino deferred the project in 1989 due to
ballooning costs. Studies continued through the Ramos and
Estrada regimes; and the succeeding Arroyo administration
1dennﬁedLasbanasanm&asuuctm~eproyectmbeﬁmded

Z’rE Nattmlnmac&md Networksggial;_;mm__—

\In 2009, San Miguel Corp. submitted an unsolicited
posal to the government to construct the Ps2-billion
La;banbam,butthe project drew flak from various groups,
rompting the MWSS to terminate it in March 2010. The
project was revived in 2¢17 as one of the Duterte admin-
istration’s flagship water security projects, but only the
Kaliwa Dam project was approved by the National Eco-
nomic and Development Authority (Neda). In December
2021, the MWSS reported that the Kaliwa Dam project will
push through after it signed a memorandurm of azreement
indigenous people of Rizal and Quezon. However,
np groups alleged that the MWSS and the NCIP rail-
roaded negotiations with communities whose land would
be affected by the project delaying the project ancw. Even
the MWSS announcemert last week does not mean that
oppositipn to the dam has completely gone away.
The MWSS still has o secure other permits needed
or the project, including clearance from the Department
of Environment and Naiural Resources as parts of the
dam project would pass through protected areas in the
Sierra Madre.

‘This/raises the question'of why it takes too I@
critical projects such as the Kaliwa Dam to get off the
ground running, given the crucial need (o secure wa-
ter supply in Metro Marila and nearby provinces. The
project is expected to prcvide 60o million liters a day to
some 17 million resident; in the metropolis and nearby
provinces once completed. But just because Metro Ma-
nila is in dire need of water does not justify bringingirre-

=]

‘versible damage to our r¢maining protected areas,

The lack of transparency has often been cited as
a major factor for these tedious delays, causing many
projects to attract opposition from stakeholders who
feel the government was keeping them in the dark. This
was obvious in the re e Duterte admin stration
to disclose the terms of thie funding for the darn oroject,
including the reported use of patrimonial assets as col-
lateral for the Chinese lozn.

The decades-long delay” in implementation simply puts
to the fore the need for the government to improve its pro-
cedures in obtaining permits for crudial projects, identify
and eliminate redundancies, and address valid concerns if
it is to fast-track their imylementation. Greater tinspar-
ency must be a key comporient of the entire process.

For the Kaliwa Dam, it i:; also imperative for the govern-
ment to ensure that it fulfills its promises to the indigenous
residents who will be adversely affected by the project.
These include proper relocation, the payment of a P160-mil-
lion one-time indemnity fee to:communities in ?izal and
Quezon provinces, and that they continue to receive their

share from the first 2.5 years of the dam's operations.
en perhaps trust in the government’s processes will im-
prove and help speed up projects in the future,
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‘All the government needs
to do is repeal the law that
‘makers to iodize

their bmduct, and the Philip-
pines can redeem its once
glorious days in the 1970s
when importing salt was not

_ As far as Albay Rep Joey
Salceda is concerned, the prob- -
lem with the salt mdustry is
too much reg
ﬁledmthg

ation as s
lodizabon

'amendmérmw:t

Ould\ not be

&?equrred to iodize pH)duct

| Salceda said.

“The problem right now  Nonetheless, the chair-
is that RA 8172 amendments man gﬁ\g House of Repre-
are referred to the committec es’ ways and means
on health, which means the comnuttee is optimistic this
industry wns:detahons and  industry “which has declined
food aecun__eome s are. .sngmﬁtgnﬂ mmatspeakm

- the 1970s, m the easiest
culturalmdu,sh) to revive.”
| “The salt industry is not
e dead. But it's a bonsai in-
dustry. We try to cut it W1th

say 'aﬁouf ap

erson’s health so many sel -imposed reg
. choices. We ve stuntedla ulations. As ari extreme
rivin, mduatry as' lawani 1 business, the
: sector has been stunted by

apresumphoﬂ,{l"
|

alt El?‘%ﬁ ﬁmm for

t-making without signifi-
cant environmental restric-

can "repeal al the requirement  li m&k‘mg i 4
that salt makershavetomdtze-_ twemmmnse&orﬂ A
their salt.” .the “We have artisanal
“We can keep the require- salts. Tibuok in Behol is one of
ment that manufactur- _ the best in the werld. And yet,
ers havi touse:od:zed salt. un,Eo : cannot even sell domesti-
We can require iodization Shame'!u] is ‘one way to ybecausetl-ley'can"t iodize,

in all sdlbol canteens. But
we should offer people the
choice over their nutrition, -
not require ev at ﬂ'ne

describe it. Stupid is another I
WEIYI Salceda rémarked
e
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Davao City LGU inks agreement

with PRA for reclamation project

BY ManueL T. CaAYyoN
¥ @awimailbox
Mindanao Bureau Chief

AVAO CITY—Thecitygovern-
D menthasappliedwith the Phil-
ippine Reclamation Authority
(PRA) toreclaim the areasenclosed by
the 18-kilometer coastal road project.
Mayor Sebastian Z. Duterte and
Acting City Administrator Prancis
Mark H. Layog signed last January
25 a Memorandum of Understanding
with PRA General Managerand Chief
Executive Officer Janilo. E. Rubiato
and PRA Board Members Dioscorro
E.Esteban Jr. and Nolasco K. Bathan.
The city government application
contained in the MOU covers an area
of 57 hectares of reclaimable areas.
City Planningand Development Co-
ordinator [van C. Cortezsaidtheappli-
cation “stems from the strategy of the
Departmentof Public Worksand High-
ways (DPWH) in avoiding structures
along the Davao City Coastal Road.”
“Thecitygovernment deemeditnec-
essary tosecure the spacesbetweenthe
coastline and the coastal road with the
Philippine Reclamation Authority as
oneofthefirststepsinensuringwecan
developthespaceproperlyaswarranted
by socioeconomic and environmental
demands of the city,” Cortez said.
The City Mayor’s Office has earlier
officially sent a letter of intent to the

PRA on March 18, 2018, Cortez said.
Fromthenon, headded, thecityworked
withvarious officesconcernedandpro-
cessed thedocumentaryrequirements,
including the financial requiremerits.

|
Open space ‘
AMONG the requirement wasa reso-
lution and ordinance from the Sang-

‘guniang Panlungsod authorizing the

City Mayor to enter and sign on behalf
of the City of Davao the MOUbetween
the city and PRA “relative to the ap-
plication for reclamation along Davao
City Coastal Road Project.”

Duterte said the initial plan was
for the reclaimed areas “to beccme
an open space for people to erjoy
leisure activities."

Rubiato said his office “has dezer-
mined that the cityis pre-qualifiec for
the reclamation.” He said the MOU
“basically outlines the requirements
and the deadlines for submission.’

“Without proper engineering, the
structural integrity of the reclairaed
land won't be sustained and the envi-
ronment would hot be protected. With
ourguidance, wewillmakesurethat the
city, the plans of the city and the meth-
odology will be okay so that the stiuc-

“tural filling up of the submerged zrea

willbetothest: .Importantly, the
environment will be protected if th ere
will be effects at least we can institute
uut]gatmgmeasums, he said.




£

STRATEGIC
§ COMMUNICATION
AND
n----""‘-"“‘ INITIATIVES
_,.-—f SERVICE

TITLE :

THE rruueeine Q0

|
BANNER
STORY

UPPER [ 1 EDITORIAL

[__l ORY

PAGE

PAGE LOWER

p2-0¢

CARTOON

DATE

scientific

By ANALOU DE VERA

conservation.

DOST recognizes

co'ntributions of
National Scientist
Angel Alcala

The Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) recognized Na-
tional Scientist Dr. Angel C. Alcala’s
contributions and research works
on marine biodiversity and marine

Alcala, who died last Feb. 1at the
age of 93, was a marine biologist,
herpetologist, research advocate,
civil servant, and an acclaimed sci-
‘entist, the DOST said.

g | | ag s T

“As a well renowned scientist,

he was recognized for his out-
standing scientific contributions

. to the systematics, ecology, and

diversity of amphibians and rep-
tiles and marine biodiversity, reef
fishes, and conservation of ma-
rine protected areas,” the
DOST said in a statement.

.

“His research and advocacy for
marine no-take zones led toa national
policy and
no-take marine protacted areas all
over the country and became a model
of coastal resource management and
conservation that many countries
have adopted,” it added.

Alcala graduated magna cum laude
with a Bachelor of Science in Biology
degree from Silliman University in
1951. He completed his Master of Arts
and Doctor of Philosophy in Biological
Sciences at Stanford University in Cali-
fornia in 1960 and 1966, respectively,
the DOST said.

The national scientist also received
honorary doctorates from Xavier Uni-
versity and the University of South-
eastern Philippines, the DOST said.

Alcala was also an instructor in
Biology at Silliman University and
handled various high-ranking posi-
tions, including dean of the College

1 that established

of Arts and sdences, dlrectm: of the
Marine Laboratory, and eventually

~ president of the University from 19911|

to 1992, the DOST said.

"He founded the Silliman Marine
Laboratory, which has been active in
research on marine protected areas,
fisheries and marine biodiversity,
mariculture, and conservatlon of Phil-
ippine plant and anlrnal species," the
DOST said.

""His marine science publicaﬂons:

consist of about 80 papers on coral

reef fish, marine reserves, and the

long-term effects of protection on
marine biodiversities such as cor-
als and top predatory fish. Most of
these papers have been published in
refereed, international journals and
books," it added.

He also served as the Department

of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) secretary from 1992 to 1995,

Alca]awasalsodeslgmtedaschairman

DOST recognizes scientific contributions
of National Scientist Angel Alcala 1+

of the Comm ssion on Higher Educa-
tion (CHED) from 1995 to 1999.

It was in 2014 that former Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino III conferred
Alcala the Orcler of National Scientist.
The title is the "highest recognition
given to a Filipino man or woman of
science in the Philippines who has
made outstanding contributions in
one of the diiferent fields of science
and technology," the DOST said.

Alcala also received various awards
such the Ilaw ng Karunungan Award
for Biological Sciences by the Phili; -
pine Fulbrighters’ Association in 19£ 7,
Ramon Mags:ysay Award for Public
Service in 199:, Outstanding Men and
Women of Sci¢nce by the Department
of Science and Technology in 20009,
and Gregorio ‘(. Zara medal for Basic
Science by the Philippine Association
for the Advancement of Science, Inc.
(PhilAAS) in 2011, among others, the
DOST said.
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 to pzicent in less
.' :es-Fnlsatthe
0 in Canada this

l@mﬁﬁﬂﬂigg- oper
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the important role

In ways t_t'rbﬂect

. sure that we

- make ﬂ; m i mans e resistant z’-'l-
change.

.ambitlaus arget fprotechng3

. appropriate mar agement of the

;plam*t

ur: | Ice, oceans al home tO
n spemesa:gabsoqb 30
emissmns frorn human

m _j <ed a historic mﬂe'cﬁbxi
ation efforts for nature.. "

e is on now not just to
ical target, but to !
t right, that o mq;me
are in the u$n places
t\they’| managed well," Pepe
the Wo MWideFun m;Na:tuze
told AFP :

‘experts fear the "p lltms of
R e e Mt
Resistance to climate char.
Biodive: ity 10tspots or pa

reach the ume

protected :ﬂnf 1
Ah

servation r eaisu shaveheen_ entified,

scientists have s ] & A
Nowiz eSse tial to -
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