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DENR budget, manpower not
enough to save environment

By Revin Mikhael D. Ochave
Reporter

THE head of the Department of
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) on Thursday
said the agency lacks the budget
and manpower needed to miti-
gate the impact of climate change
and boost environmental protec-
tion efforts across the country.

“Unfortunately, the way we
are set up is that the fiscal space’
is very tight.. The DENR is in
charge of 15 million hectares of
classified forest lands. We are also
in charge of so many thousands
of hectares of coastal areas,” En-
vironment Secretary Maria An-
tonia Y. Loyzaga said in a press
conference during the Mindanao
leg of the DENR's 2023 multi-
stakeholder forum in Cagayan de
Oro City.

“We cannot, at the level of bud-
get at this point and the human
resources available, do an ad-
equate job of protecting all of our
ecosystems,” she said in mixed
English and Filipino.

“The reality is that there is
inadequate resources to finance

what are the impacts already
known to the Philippines in terms
of climate change,” she added.

The DENR has a budget of
P23.29 billion this year, based on
the 2023 General Appropriations
Act signed by President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos, Jr. on Dec. 16.
The department’s 2023 budget is
lower than the P25.4 billion al-
located in 2022,

Nonetheless, Ms. Loyzaga
said she is banking on collabo-
ration with the private sector,
civic groups, and international
partners to address the myriad
and persistent issues relating to
environmental protection and
the climate crisis.

“It is a combination of legis-
lation, some budgeting innova-
tion in terms of the government
and bringing in the different
stakeholders to do their share
in working with us in terms of
the preservation, conservation,
restoration, and regeneration,”
Ms. Loyzaga said.

BALANCE

During the forum, Ateneo de
Davao University President Joel
E. Tabora underscored the role of
the DENR in balancing environ-

mental protection with economic
development through resource
management. |

“The DENR cannot just be a
government agency to exploit the
natural resources of the Philip-
pines in favor of the economy and
of the private interests that drive
this. The DENR must be the pro-
tector of the environment,” said
Mr. Tabora, who lamented the
seeming failure of government to
listen to the public’s voice.

“They should make sure that
society and the planet are not
killed by the vicious technocratic
paradigm driving the economy.
They must be guided by voices
of people on the ground, in lo-
cal government units or in the
regions,” he added.

Miguel A. Dominguez, Alsons
Aquaculture Corp. director,
urged the National Government
to boost efforts in promoting
food self-sufficiency and to eval-
uate coastal resources to further
develop the local aquaculture
industry.

“We must stop relying on
imports. There has to be co-
management between the local
governments and the commu-
nity themselves. The govern-

ment must get out of their silos
#nd start looking at these re-
sources to encourage more self-
sufficiency and food production

that would enable the “ilipino
to have better food security,” Mr.
Dominguez said.

Tan Valentin U. Sermonia, Siar-
gao Tourist Operators /ssocia-

tion president, pressed the DENR
t2 beef up its waste management
awareness campaigns and pro-
mote ecotourism for a more sus-
tainable industry.

“Increase in fourism alse

means an increase in waste,” said
M. Sermonia.

Ms. Loyzaga said the DENR is
bent on adopting a multi-stake-
holder approach to the sector’s

conecerns.
“We at the DENR firmly be-
lieve that addressing issues per-

tunining to the environment and
oar country’s natural resources
neads a comprehensive approach

aind multi-stakeholder partner-
ships for evidence-informed, in-

clusive, and adaptive lead - rship,”
she added.
The Mindanao forum follows

similar multi-stakeholder dis-
cugsions held in Luzon and the
Visayas.
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DENR chief hlgthh‘tfpartﬂershlps
to address environmental concerns

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonimayuga .

) AGAYAN DE ORO CITY—De-

partmentof Environmentand

Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-

‘Loyzaga has underscored the need

for a comprehensive approach and

multi-stakeholder partnerships for -

evidence-based, inclusive, andadap-
tive leadership to address the issues
confronting the country’s environ-
ment and natural resources.

Speaking during the opening
ceremony of a 2-day forum orga-
nized by the DENR at the Luxe
Hotel in Cagayan de Oro City on
Thursday, Loyzaga said continued
dialogues are needed to bolster
cooperation and understanding to
overcome the challenges of coher-
ence and implementation.

“Asyoumayknow,the DENRdoes

these multi-stakeholder consulta-
tions because partnerships are key
to delivering on our commitments
and the work we do at the Depart-
ment,” Loyzaga pointed out.
Around 400 national and local
government offirials, businesslead-
ers, academe and scientific commu-
nity, members df civil society or-
ganizations and community-based

groups took part in the two-day

Mindanao-wide dialogue.

‘The official began her welcome
remark by borrowing a quote from
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.:
“There is no question that the pres-
ervation of the environment is the
pfasemhon of life. If we cannot

mitigateclimate change, allourplans

forthe economy, allour plansforthe -

future will be fornaught” -

Towardsagreenandblueeconomy

Loyzaga, President Marcos, alter-

ego in the DENR, hlghlrghted the,

present administration’s agenda,

. particularly on the creation of green
jobs by pursuing a green and blue
economy and establishing liveable
and sustainable communities.

She said such an agenda had

guided the DENR in achieving bet-

ter pathways to conserve, protect,

manage, restore, and regenerate the
country’senvironmentandnatural
resources; and manage risk and

build resilience using the ridge-to-

reef approach.

agency mandated to manage the
country’s natural wealth continues
to expand partnerships, they will
also strive to deepen engagement:

" with the different stakeholders.

She also underscored the critical
role local government units (LGUs)
play in building resilient communi- -
ties and efficient use and conserva-
‘tion of naturhl Tesources.

Multiple challenges,
opportumtles
LOYZAGA said the Mindanao
region is faced with many chal-
lenges, but nevertheless, said it
‘is rife with opportunities.
“Ifweworktogether—thegoverr.-
ment, theprivatesector, civilsociet,
academe, developmentpartners,and
the media—Mindanao’s potential
today can be unlocked,” she said.
Loyzaga is optimistic that the
multi-stakeholder dialogue will
provide an opportunity to develcp
initial strategies, which must he
followed through with a very ex-
tensive consultation process ¢n
how to accelerate development n
the region.

Localized, contextualized
approach

LOYZAGA said the diversity in tae
Mindanaoregionrequiresalocalized
and contextualized approach and
vowed to hold extensive consultation
withlocal actors across all interveri-
tions at all stages.

“The Department stands by the
principle of common but differen-
tiated responsibility in terms of
degradation and we acknowledge
that some bear more responsibil-
ity than others in our pursuit of
development,” she said, express--
ing hope that close collaboraticn

andpar’mership can,?ieldthemost {

SIgmfi‘cank results.

“This synergy will generaze
new capaaty for everyone to
protect, restore, and enhance our
richbut threatened ecosysten. s, 4
she said. |

Inhiskeynotemessage, Cagayan

de Oro City Second District Rep. '

Rufus Rodriguz lauded the ini:ia-
tive of the DENR in holding tae
multi-stakeholder dialogue, saym.g
the discussion in the forum is an
essential contribution to the idsn-
tification of strategies and priority

actions of the DENR, -~



STRATEGIC
§ Couuumemon

B UPPEI PAGE] BANNER  EDITORIAL  CARTOON
STORY STORY
—"—-‘ INlmTWEs uﬂlwss}'lll l or 10“'“
$ "
—-—--' ERVICE Alruae okt oy s = ﬂ/ 0 $-03-2 3
TITLE : D W'\ o‘“& PAGE J/ DATE
Loyzaga said the I‘x‘hﬂﬂhao
Multi-Stakeholder Forum, is an
opportunity to gather both evi- noted that such widely-
dence and expertise to support the partm tJedLmulti sta]oehol&er dia-
admlmstrahon spnoritms foreco- logue was a first in anao.

nomic re 3 clima@-wdient

_ and inclusive development and a

just transition towards the green
and blue economy:. -

‘No perfect solution” - :

“THERE isn't a perfect approach

or solution to tackling the envi-
ronmental challenges we face.

However, with ev‘erYOne's Sup—' _

port and collaboration, tos

we will be able to craft a A

inclusive,and sustainablede -l

ment pathways built on ﬁrﬁtegxc ;

partnerships and smﬁ:& science,”
she said.

TheDBNRtﬁizfsaﬂidwlﬂ!etha

'_"%ﬁ g the plenary, Forester

ommy| V&lﬁez former National
Council President of the Society of
Flll‘pfﬂti Foresters Inc., discussed
about dustainable forest man-
agement, while Dennis Joseph '
I. Salvador, executive director of
the Phqip'p'iﬁe Eagle Foundation
discussed Protected Areas and
Biodiversity Conservation Initia- ]
tives and Chaﬂenges i3
Maria Esterluna Santos Cénoy 4
executive director of the Kitang
Integrated NGO Inc,, talked about
thelessons learned on Environraen-
talN; ReseurcesManagéueut:’
Indlgencdls Peoples Expériem:b ‘
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N undersecretary of the
A‘Dnepartmeni of Environ-
ent and Natural Resources

(DENR) with expertise and compe-

] the soon-to-be-
*ter Resource Management Office
(WRMO), Secretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga said. '

logue-Mindanao Leg in Cagayan de
Oro City on Thursday, Loyzaga said -

newposinansarnewunderseckemy
to be appointed to handle the WRO.
“The executive order is being
finalized. There will be no new un-
dersecretary. The mandate will fall
under the mandate of one of the

bodies that regulate water resources.

N (LLDA) &eRIeramContrclOfﬁce

and Manila Bay Coordinating Office.

- The DENR also has an oversight
function over Marine Protected Ar-
easand terrestrial orinland Protect-
edAreasthat whollyor partly covers
watersheds, vast lakes and rmers,
well groundwater.

. On the other hand, the Depart—
mant of Agnculmre (DA) has the
Bureau of Soils and Water Manage-

Irrigation Authority (NIA). -

The Metropolitan Waterworks
and Sewerage System (MWSS) also
regulate water distribution and

tqncemwatetresource L.

Wa—
rd

Asked by reporters during the
DENR’s Multi-Stakeholders” Dia-

thereisno need and there will be no _'

e T L Tl i o B . i, S o Sl i e e N

ment (BSWM),aswellasthe National

* approve applications for.ground--

undemcréranes We? 2verymuch
aware of tl',le streamlining that ic o
* happen. Rest assured that the cne
who will be assigned knows what
he is doing or she is doing. So that

-personshouldbean expertandhave
a saentlﬁcpackgmmld onwater re-

source management and know cli-
mate change,” Loyzaga explained.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. has approved a proposal seekiryg
 to establish a new office under the
DENR to ensure a sufficient watm
supply for the country.

The Philippines has numerots
water bodies that overlap functions :

and mandates.
Anattached agency of the DENF,,

the National Water Resources Boarui '

(NWRB) is one of the many water

water extrac tion.

iy wamdmesm

muatwn (LWUA) is another wate:
regulatorybadythatregulateswate

distribution run and managed by
local governments and local water
utilities or providers.

Marcos vowed to strengthen the:
mandate of the WRMO to bring to-
getherthevarious waterbodies with
mandates over water to follow the
overall plan, plso stressing the im-
portance of a roadmap for all water

. management agencies.

Thevarious water bodies oragen-
cies, including the new WRMO has
to be cohesivq in the sense that the
recommendation of the manage-

' ment office must be followed, the

President said. Jonathan L. Mayuga
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amid mining protest

CITY OF CALAPAN —Residents of Sibuyan Island
in Romblon have barricaded the port of a mining
company to stop the hauling of nickel ore. Anti-
mining groups asked the national government to
stop mineral extraction on the island. The police
on Wednesday clashed with protesters who tried

toblock a truck from leaving the port. The com
ny maintained it had secured the proper per-
mlm to operate —s‘romr BY MADONIA T. VIROLA

Tension grlps Sibuyan
amid mining protest

-
A6

Protesters barricade port to stop ore transport; firm says its operation
in Romblon’s San Fernando town covered by proper permits, clearances

By Madonna T. Virola
@mvirolaINQ

CITY OF CALAPAN—Residents
of Sibuyan Island in Romblon
province continued to barricade
the port of a local mining firm
on Thursday to stop its trucks
from hauling nickel ore as anti-
mining groups asked the nation-
al government to stop mineral
extraction on the island.

Police securing the area
clashed on Wednesday with the
protesters who formed a barri-
cade to block a truck from leav-
ing the port of Altai Philippines
Mining Corp. (APMC), accord-
ing to Elizabeth Ibanez, coordi-
nator of environmental group
Sibuyanons Against Mining.

In a statement, Ibanez said
the company's truck tried to
“force [its] way through the bar-
ricades” on Wednesday, prompt-
ing the protesters to stop it.

She said policemen in full
protective gear arrived, result-
ing in a confrontation with the
protesters who were question-
ing their presence in the area.

In a Viber message, Police
Capt. Richard Obsid, informa-
tion officer of the Romblon po-
lice, said policemen were sent
to the port to maintain order.

Ibanez described the activi-
ties of APMCas “illegal” and must
be “immediately investigated”
by the municipal and provincial
governments and all concerned
agencies, alleging the company

-

NO WAY OUT Policemen and antimining groups clash on
Wednesday as protesters form a human barricade to stop a
truck hauling ore from leaving the port of a mining company on
 Sibuyan Island in San Fernando, Romblon. —pHoTO cOuRTESY OF
ALYANSA TIGIL MINA

had no permits and documents
for its mining activities.

Rodne Galicha, a resident of
Sibuyan and executive director
of the interfaith movement Liv-
ing Laudato Si, said the national
government “showed disre-
spect” to the local government
and communities by allowing
APMC to operate on the island.

“The [Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources
(DENR)] lacks a sense of urgen-
cy to protect one of our coun-
try’'s last ecological frontiers,”
Galicha said in a statement..

According to Ibanez, the
protesters were demanding
that the mining company show
a barangay ciearance, a munici-

pal business permit, a foreshore
lease contract from the DENR
and a permit from the Philip-
pine Ports Authority (PPA) to
construct a private port.

Sibuyan is a crescent-shaped
island and the second largestin an
archipelago that comprises Rom-
blon. The island is divided into
three municipalities: Cajidiocan,
Magdiwang and San Fernando.

In June last year, the munic-
ipal councils of the three Sibuy-
an towns issued a joint resolu-
tion “strongly opposing metallic
large-scale mining” on the island.

These towns appealed to
President Marcos and the DENR
to declare Sibuyan Island free
of large-scale metallic mining.

They also called on Environ-
eent Secretary Ma. Antonia Ya-
lg-Loyzaga to imm tely “re-
view, halt, revoke and reject all
mining agreements, operation
«nd applications within the ter-
ritorial jurisdiction™ of Sibuyan.

Operation legal
But APMC, in a statement
sent to the Inquirer on Vionday,
said its operation was covered
by “pertinent permits and clear-
anices” from the DENR, the PPA
and the Bureau of Customs.

The company sa - compli-
ance with existing ng laws
vras “affirmed” by the San Fer-
nando municipal government.

“APMC adheres to respon-

sible mining practices that shall
ensure environmental pres-
ervation and socioeconomic
growth of the host community
and nearby areas,” it said.

In a separate statement on

Sunday, the municipal gow-
ernment of San Fernando said
Mayor Nanette Tansingco and
Vice Mayor Domingo Marin had
met with officials of the region-
al DENR in Mimaropa (Mind-
oro, Marinduque, Romblon and
Palawan) and had confirmed

thiat APMC had “complete doc-

uinents” issued by the national
government, incluc an ore
transport permit from the re-
gional Mines and Ceosciences
Bureau (MGB) and a mineral ore
export permit from the MGB's

central office. g




/

STRATEGIC
§ CCIM MUNICATION

IN[T[MIVFS

.,__,.—r SERVICE

TITLE :

FAGE

e

-

PAGE1
] STORY

LOWE

BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

STORY

02203%23

DATE

UPPER

f all the islands in the Philippines I have

been to—from Itbayat to Sibutu—

Sibuyan Island in Romblon is one of the

most memorable, as it is one of the most
beautiful.

My first visit to the island—Ilocated at
the very heart of our archipelago—was in
2008, back when I was a medical student
who was obsessed with climbing moun-
tains (I still am), and back when it was the
dream of every mountaineer to visit Sibuy-
an to climb Mount Guiting-Guiting (it still
is). Joining a group of mountaineers, I took
the 16-hour overnight Ro-Ro from Batan-
gas Pier to Sibuyan via Odiongan. A day af-
ter arriving in the town of Magdiwang, we
commenced the three-day climb, immers-
ing in a beautiful forest and camping in the
shadow of Mayo’s Peak before crossing—
with much trepidation and excitement—
the famed “knife edge” ridge that led to the
summit and earned for the mountain the
distinction of being one of the most chal-
lenging in the country.

On Feb. 3, 2014—exactly nine years ago-I
would return to the mountain we fondly call
“G2,” this time to do a traverse from San Fer-
nando to Magdiwang. That time around, I did
it as a long dayhike, starting at 2 a.m. and fin-
ishing just before sundown; a hike made all
the more special as I was guided by the late
Tatay Remy Robiso—one of the longtime
mountain guides in Guiting-Guiting, and a
good friend to mountaineers.

Because of these memaries, Mount Gu-
iting-Guiting comes to mind when I think of
Sibuyan. But there’s so much more to the is-
land than being a hiking destination. Owing
to its distinctive geological history as an is-
land that has been isolated from the rest of
the Philippines since its formation, the island
possesses incredible biodiversity despite

GIDEON LASCO

having an area of just 449 square kilometers.

I managed to glimpse some of this di-
versity during my hikes, from Nepenthes
sibuyanensis, the pitcher plant that only
grows in the mountain (just one of the over
700 vascular plant species in the island), to
the Philippine pygmy woodpecker (one of
the estimated 140 bird species). In a recent
study (Meneses, et al,, 2022), scientists were
able to identify 47 species of amphibians
and reptiles, further cementing its place as
the “Galapagos of Asia”"—to say nothing of

the marine biodiversity in the surrounding -

Sibuyan Sea.

This island paradise, however, is under
grave threat today with the entrance of Al-
tai Philippines Mining Corp., which, as per
reports, is commencing mining exploration
activities despite the alleged absence of the
necessary barangay, municipal, and environ-
mental (i.e., Department of Environment and
Natural Resources) permits.

Keenly aware of their island’s precar-
iousness, Sibuyanons are vigorously op-
posed to the mining operations, and have
bravely set up a human barricade to block
and protest the intrusion of mining tTucks.

Alas, despite its apparent anomnalousness
the mininz company seems to have the po-
lice on their side. As a barangay official was
quoted in an Inquirer report as saying: “The
police could not even produce a written or-
der, despite claiming that they were ordered
to go to the barricades supposecly to main-
tain peace and order. But, there is no need
for them to come as the residents are pro-
testing peacefully. Besides, whyv were they
in full protective gear? They even brought
batons, seemingly wanting to provoke some
sort of trouble.”

This is not the first time that Sibuyan has
faced such an environmental threat; mining
interests have long salivated over the is-

land’s rich inineral wealth (despitz brave op-
position from citizens and local officials)—
and logging operations and agricultural

croplands alike have long compromised the
island’s lowland forests. As notorious ex-
amples all over the country show—from
Southern Palawan to Northeastern Mindan-
ao—mining operations will only ¢xacerbate
a looming ecological disaster and cause ir-
reparable environmental, economic, and so-
cial harm. Tae same examples will show that
like Tallano gold, promises of wealth from
mining are illusory.

Thus, I z1n echoing the Sibuyanons’ call
for the immediate suspension of nining ex-
ploration activities in their island—and an
urgent investigation of how such activities
started in the first place, without consent
or consultation. Surely, a fair and objective
impact assessment—social, environmental,

medical—will reach the same conclusion
that the locals have reached: Sibuyan must be
protected frorn a mining project that will do

nothing but harm the island and its people.

glasco@inquirer.com.ph
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eral ore export permit na 1gnﬁklta g Altai Mmlr

g lokal ng Romblon. Hindi akita ng Kompin-
nf tama ang halaga ng iluluwas at ibebenta sa Transmine Far

Em td., img mpanyang ﬁ:ﬁﬁ: na nal abase sa Hong Kong

i : HAHARANGM'BWYW Gm}_,opq-z ko lfabus\al na

st'-' la ng S%Buysn-at-pagwauk-’km !igj_nm nito

"Minahan r Slbuyan':

I tu:ﬂml snsfbuymangakmg paksa. Tun@ol_msa isla

ibuyan £ saan ma

1 doon: Neong Lin; xmﬂ "naj bankada-._ I

mamamayan Aa z a ng Sibuyan Sa‘iﬂsm an n

T'm* e e a0 a L 15‘& ermit ay inilabas noong Kafaskuhan ng 2019. Harg- |

Fertando sa. '_ s Pasko ay full blast na «rg operasyon kung <:an
ababagnbag mg‘mﬁ Myan'ng Slbuyan da.hﬂ bmibm m&,,; Wtk ruck
winawasak ang kaj ng.mmmn

: |isla sa yamang lmbahyan ginapang ng |
Gf'll W E&m“:ﬂ) Glx&Lo ez na muling
a mimina sa isla ahala ang mga mamamayan

019 nang muling buksan znz pngim ina sa isla.

mgmm:l.lm

kompanya., |

hulu pati ang. m‘ltnah ayan nang ma maxtg g Ry ,Wmuho sa
muadngm&g Bumazﬁod&mh d:nuhikx:mm i mw’fﬁ?‘mpmwmmms{ e e |

langmmgpeuﬂizsatduﬂmmmmmgml\&mpg hﬂsmlﬁlroﬂwnm -
s mga: ement ng paglmmnta .mg pa g—ayon ng tao
Mgﬂag mm Sinamantaia nila ang k gsa.n at kamang
mnglwi tao sa isyu. Umikot ang maraming pera so islu. |
e o e et ER AL
P al ‘na sali a kay Budoy na at,Gobernador Ot i.'l\'
shore lease contract, ot;l!bshmm Pm Authority permit to con--  tungkol sa- kontrobersyal na isyu. Nananat | silang bilag at L pipi 5a |
struct a private port. sy Plln.rm ng mga Sibuyanon, "pilangga ta |
Ang alam namin wala ang mgidﬂhmenm nabanggit sa Altai  ~Apg ‘makasentro kay Nanéttc Tansiongeb, ang alkalde |

Mining. Ildyl ang kﬂlﬂm pagminiina sa isla. Kﬂﬂ&l‘l@n Wi b Baﬁ' F agkautal-utal sa %l sa panayam |
agd-ng Lanilang ilcenl nn akiibidad sa isls N ﬁ i d v amm e oo i e Aokl
.mlang pagmimina sa San Fernando ang mismong isla.” lahas - ilong mialiban sa inamin nga na siya, kasama mismo ang
Nanganamba sila lalo na, nms dumating ang mga ‘bise alkalde, ang pumun sa'sa i ng ore truis-
ang "panatilihin ang kaayusan." Anila, hindi sila gagawt ng»lmu— nermi ukhang abo 0 tiya ng Altai Mining (o,
mang hakbang na magbibigay ng dahilan sa kapulisan upang sila ay  gahil pilit myan* ing legal ang pagniimina ng kompan) 2

buwagm sa marahas na paraan. Ngunit nakahandz sila na ¥ Mauga] na naglalaway sa minahan nz Sibuyan ang grupo ni
ang kalikasan na matagal nang gmge.hasa g mga gam& sa pera at Bmtoy, 'Otik, at Nanette, ngunit hindi, ipaprobahan ng nagdacns
kaj rihan para sa dﬂ‘ anak mila. ador na totoong tuwid. Ngayon, pinayagan nina 011k
mamay mtlya ng Gatchalian ang Rmo.. a isang banda, naniniwala kami na walang kinalaman <
Altai Mmms’na may operasyon sa pagmimina ng nikel sa maya-  (ik sa wala naman talaga siyang alam sa pamamais o

mang isla, Ayon sa kompanya, ag ang DENR na magmina asakit, si Bud: h B vtron.
sila ng nikel at magluwas ng 50,000 tonelada metrika sa ibang Qﬁﬁlfa Cant;a:a de {;gem“ B8 Py o8 Sviro
bansa. Mataas ngayon ang lmhs&ng nikel sa pandaigdigang pami- Nakakatakot na kapag nalusutan nila mq. Sibuyan, may daliilan

i m&mlwﬁdﬂm samehigpiy ne WF“W Mg upang imina ang isla ng Tablas na kasing ;mman ng Sibuyan. Kays
Senador si Sherwin at bagong hirang na kalihim ng DSWD si ‘m‘@mﬁw g “gt;os:?hmﬁ R ngm.g,, S8 qpyal fa

Rex, dating kongresista ng unang distrito ng Valenzucla City. Kasa- - gka sa isla ng ablas malakis ang pagtutol ng mea
lukiyang, slkaldc, o Najeazucls City Ang Bunkong. Kapatd 00 i maman . Lebieg e T coedt tfuice P oa
Wesley. Dating kinatawan si Wesley ng isang party list group sa J:ndepan:ilente al mga kapatiran Katalad ng OMEGANS, Matind:

Camara de. te bago naging alkalde ngayon. .~ _ang I nila sa kahit anong klzseng pagmimina ga Tablas k= ya

e :
‘Lubhang makapangyarihan ang m ‘magkakapatid na pawa hindi Sa kasalukuyan, ang Odiongan Municipal
mga anak ng mngw}nkﬂna si ’Wiiﬁmn Gatchalian, ang tmagm- Counmi ay nﬁmp:go ng ng ot dugmnxa sal25 year Min.
4 natip, km! ng Fl'!l’ms Isa sa mga pinakamalaking manga-  jng Moratotmm sa paqgam 1 na pasukia sila ng mga ganid o
! an gﬂ s1 Wﬂm ﬂp&- kompmya ;
slyaag dumak:t sa mga puhukn na nasa pcujns. 3 3
ng. milya ang P35 bilyon na 315 ekta ' -

- s

I umlity not a crime
vihm‘[im once Enrile]
ﬂle Rm*sﬁame or I S A rchic

: ayan. 0 relevanoe, R eyt hins-

il at naﬂdlyan si Christian Esguerra -ﬁl’; Mabasa

1gpilian. Maaaring 1dag:lag si'Ogie Diaz kung

53 TV talk show.” = PL, netizen,

_' wala kang pakialam "mIQC oz gawin
llv scared, Mr. Duterti:." - Leila de Lima

g kaukulang permit

i b ot B

las i
tai ‘maglu Sl)to el MAkala ba na
ion na' aguwas:nf ,g th, sm%n a1
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Pinas Village%

' Themat!retwasaheady fasler to itsjear- | River cleanup, said to be

THE LASTESSDns lier project to clean up the | the largest such nitative o

ment and the age 1s Tuﬁahan ver, owing to date by a single private en-

MOHIC AN awmhnm its deployment of more terprise, caught I:’ne uﬂen

—] ;ﬁl?lc‘l)anguﬂarﬂgﬂdgEve sonnel. tandper- P8 lastyear

attention fo the concern. SMC’s Tullahan River | sl'!‘teﬁrm,who&

Meanwhile, residents in cle‘anu]: which removed | ersare mostly] ng

Bulacan are luckier with 1 as

San b)dlguel Cmaom tons of silt and waste from dmseutpam

ion Pasig River cleanup Navotas, G‘.a] ‘ment. SMC has gﬁ

_ project to cross the one and Valen- costof its entire P ﬁm,
mitl?nonm‘hﬁﬂues}p'mda.tookamtaloflv dean-upatPme or
months. g | chs;h’nen

B Sl LS S

" RIVER

FROM PA{B 4

WMM
nearﬁle I.&e

-minfall or

f tlm
“wﬁi"ci‘ia*'“"%.e
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Air at plastic pollution

hindi birong problema |

MABIGATangproblzmmairatpM:polh-

tion. Sa air pollution, delikado ang kalusugan Eil

_ng mamamayan sapagkat lason ang kanilang nala-
langhap. Sa plastic pollution me

baba ng kaso ng COVID-19,

sa 2 po!!utinn. Sa kasalukuyan, hindi na matanaw
ang Madre dahil sa makapal na usok na nakaba-
lot sa Metro Manila. Ang usok na ito ay may taglay na-

nseplasﬁc.AngmM s na ito ang
hnntougum:gm mhﬂhﬂmu%
mw-&mwm-‘
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Kidapawan g

ets Covid

waste disposal facility

. THE city government of Kidapawan in North Co-

labato has received a Covid-19 waste storage and
disposal facility from the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources (DENR), an official
said on Wednesday.

Mayor Jose Paolo Evangelista said the facility,
worth P6.5 million, was turned over on Tuesday
afternoon to the local government by DENR Region
12 officials led by Kristeen Kreem Villanueva, DENR-
12 chief of the Chemical Hazardous Waste Materials
Section-Environmental Management Bureau.

. ‘Tt is a preliminary disinfection and storage fa-
cility for collected Covid-19-related wastes for this
 city,” Evangelista said.

The facility is a 20-footer container van that can ‘
haul 4.5 metric tons of Covid-19 waste materials. |
It has 63 yellow bins with rollers and 3,150
yellow trash bags mounted on wood platforms |

- and with steel framing for support to s2ul infec-

tious wastes.

Villanueva said the storage facility is designed |
to properly handle and control the disposal of .
infectious wastes and materials that could transmit |
illnesses. :

Evangelista assured to properly utilize the facility
to achieve its objective for public safety, including

all frondliners from hospitals and medical facilities
. hﬂ'& |

£ A
* FRANZR.SUMANGIL
b L
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Salceda says PHL salt
industry ISIl ot éa'd" _

By Jovee Marie N. DELA Cruz.
¥ @joveemarie

LBAY Rep. and House Com-
mittee on Agriculture and

Food Vice Chairman Joey
Sarte Salceda on Thursday said that
thecountry’s saltindustry, whichhas
declined significantly from its peak

inthe’70s, “is the easiest agricultural

industry to revive,”
Salceda stressed he believes that
the salt industry is not dead.
“Butit'sabonsaiindustry. Wetry
to cutit with so many self-imposed

regulations. As an extremely low- -

margin ‘business, the salt sector
has been stunted by regulation,”
Salceda said.

But the lawmaker said Congress v
should repeal the requirement that

salt makers must iodize their salt.

‘We can keep the requirement .

thatfood manufacturers have touse

iodized salt. We can require iodiza-. -

tion in all school canteens. But we

should offer people the choice over

their nutrition, not require every-
body at the expense of our domestic
salt sector,” Salceda, also chairman
of the House ways and means com-
mittee, added.

“Wenowimport 93; percent ofour
salt. Thatis in a country with one of
the longest coastlines in the world. -
Shameful is one way to describe it. '

Stupid is another way," he said.
AccordingtoSalceda, the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources should simply createalist
of areas where salt making could be
viable without any significant envi-
mnmmtalrestncuons

1y amantTe

.thatarenofs i

Wecanalso d anegative list of areas

due to environmental risks, If you
don'’t fall into!either list; that's the
only time you rieed t6 apply for an
environmental clearance,” he said.
“That list of suitable locations,

" mind you, is required of the DENR

under the ASIN law, or RA 8172
Salceda added. i

Salcedaalso wantssaltforexport
tobefreefrom theiodizationrequire-

. ment under Rspubllc Act No. 8172.

" “Wehaveartisanalsalts, Tibuokin
Boholiis one of the best inthe world.
Andyet, theyca,nnotevense]ldomes—

tically—because t'l:sy can't iodize.

Even when imported Himalayan
salts freely get sold in the market.
This is frankly ridiculous,” he said.
‘Salceda said he.would be push-
ing for amenﬁlments to Republzc
Act No. 8172,
“Theproblem nghtnowxs thatRA

~8172amendmentsarereférred tothe

committee on health, which means
theindustryconsiderationsand food
security concerns are secondary to
the health discussions, But Iwill try
toconvince Chairman [Ciriaco] Gato
[JrJandmycolleaguesthatimported
salt is far more difficult to regulate
for health reasons. We don’t know
how they make it.” !

“RA 8172 I| think exceeded its
boundsin thati it presumed the State

“should have the ultimate say about

a person's health choices,” Salceda

. appointed out. “We have stunted a
once-thriving mdustry as a result

of such-a preéumptlon
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Sen. Villar moves to label

Mulanay watershed as PA

By BuTcH FERNANDEZ ¥ @butchfBM'

EN. Cynthia Villar, asserting
theurgentneedtosavetheen-

 dangered MulanayWatershed

Forest Reservein Quezon Province,
asked Congress to urgently pass
a law declanng it as a protected
area (PA).

Recognizing the richness of its
biologicalresources—bothfloraand
fauna—that are native and distinct
to the Mulanay Watershed Forest

Reserve (MWER), as well as their -

aestheticand ecological importance,
Villarpromptly filed Senate Bill 1691

to declare the watershed as a PA to
be known as the San Francisco Pro-

tected Landscape (SFPL).

Thesenatorassertedthatthe Mu-

lanay Reserve should remainasa PA

givenits “—lrich andlushforestvegeta-
tion that servesas habitat of various
wildlife, i
and fauna species.”

With its total area of 29.6 hect-
ares, she cited its rich biodiversit y of
flora and fauna include those in the
updated national lists of threatened

Phlhppmé plants and animals and

their resPectwe categories.
Moreover, the senatoracknowl-

gtlireatened flora

edged a Biodiversity Monitoring |

System Report had identified 83

floral species and 59 faunal spe-

cies in the area, three flora and
two fauna species of which were
classified as endangered
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N recognition of the richness of its

biological resources — both flora and

fauna — that are native and distinct
to the Mulanay Watershed Forest Reserve
(MWEFR) as well as their aesthetic and
ecological importance, Sen. Cynthia Villar
wants to declare it a "protected area.”

In filing Senate Bill 1691,
Villar, chairman of the Senate
Committee on Environment

and Natural Resources, recom-
mended that MWRF should be
known as 8an Francisco Protect-

watershed

ed Landscape.

She said MWFR should be a
protected area because of its rich
and lush forest vegetation that
serves as habitat of various wild-
life, including threatened flora
and fauna species.

The MWER has a total area of
29.6 hectares.

Its flora and fauna include

- those on updated national lists

of threatened Philippine plants
and animals and their respective
categories.

The Biodiversity Monitoring

uezon
lar

Systern Report identified &° flo-

ral species and 59 fauna species
in the area, three flora and two
fauna species of which were clas-
sifiel as endangered.

The senator noted that the
MWFR also provides a clean
source of water for the people
that cin be used domestically and
agriculturally.

In 2021, MWFR was subjected
by the Department of Environ-
men: and Natural Resources to
the Protected Area Suitability
Assessment (PASA) to deteriine

its suitability to be legislated as a
protected area under the Expand-
ed National Integrated Protected
Areas System Act.

Through the PASA, it was deter-
mined that the MWFR is suitable
to be declared a protected area
under the category of protected
landscape.

It was then renamed as “San
Francisco Protected Landscape”
through legislation.

“As such, the State shall en-

sure the conservation, pro-

tection, management and re-

habilitation of the area. It
is likewise recognized that
effective administration of this
area is possible only through
cooperation among the na-
tional government, LGUs (local
government units), concerned
NGOs (nongovernment orga-
nizations), private entities and
local communities,” Villarsaid.

“The use and enjoyment of this
area must be consistent with the
principles of biological diversity
and sustainable development,”
she added.
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House panel OKs bt?f |
protecting waters off
Kalayaan islands

The natural resources com-
mittee of the House of Rep-
resentatives has approved a
measure that aims to protect
and preserve the country’s
waters off the Kalayaan Group.
of Islands in the West Philip-
pine Sea.

The panel headed by Rep.
Elpidio Barzaga Jr. of Cav-
ite’s fourth district approved
House Bill 6373, authored by
Palawan Rep. Edward Hage-
dorn for the “environmental

rotection” of Kalayaan Island
roup and Scarborough Shoal
(KIGSS) in the disputed seas.

HB 6373 is officially more
known as the KIGSS — Ma-
rine Protected Area Bill. It
will “prohibit and penalize”
certain acts and activities
within the waters of the three-
nautical mile area to guarantee
protection of marine habitat.

However, traditional fish-
ing will still be allowed as it is
considered generally harmless
to the marine ecosystem.

With this latest develop-
ment, the Barzaga committee
will now be preparing its
report before transmitting

such pmﬁ:osed measure to the
House plenary for delibera-
tion and debate. A%
The measure aims to de-
clare all low-tide elevations
and high-tide features, and
an area of three nautical miles
around the Kalayaan Island
Group and Scarborough Shoal
asa ine Protected Area.”
“It is my sincerest belief that
pushing for environmental
rotection for the KIG and
borough Shoal is.a com-
mon ground that every Fili-
ino could rally b
alawan congressman, who
also once served as mayor of
e do hope that this en-
vironmental lens would be

likewise used by other coastal

states surrounding the West .

Chjnaplsztopmote 0

‘eration and environmental

sponsored the bill and pre-

Etabnitymg;d%' ﬁage ¢
entire region,” hesaid.

. Eduardo Villanueva
of party-list Citizens Battle
Against Corruption, who

ind,” the -

A 2014 stud

sented it in Hagedorn's behalf,
said it is “focused on the pro-
tection of the marine environ-
ment” of the KIGSS, and not
“disputes” in the WPS.
“We cannot afford not to act
because the habitat of marine
life in our waters, which ben-
efits not only the Philippines

“but also ad‘}"aqent countries

like China, Taiwan, Vietnam,
Malaysia and Brunei, is being
destroyed,” he said. :

' The Armed Forces of the
Philippines also expressed its
full support for HB 6373.

Hagedorn was grateful for
the “strong support” given by
Speaker Martin Romualdez,
Barzaga for “ably leading the
hearing and pushing for its
approval” as well as fellow

Palawan . Jose Alvarez of
the second district who “also
showed his support.”

“But a most special thanks

should be given to CIBAC
resentative (Brother Eddie)
&iﬁmm v who, in my absence

ing the hearing, stood inm:
Mas the sponsor of the bi
He brilliantly presented and
explained to the body the very
essence of the bill,” Hagedomn
said.

"Hifs (l\)f]:lllgaalnueva's) i}r:‘eéﬂ-
sion of biblical passa igh-
lighted the ovexaxl?';tsg and
transcendental importance of
protecting our natural resourc-
es in the KIG and Scarborough
Shoal,” Ha rn added:

Villanueva cited a study
by the UP-Marine Science
Institute in 2019 which found
out that coral reefs in Kalayaan
Islands ~ particularly in the
Pag-asa Island, Panata Island
and Sabina Shoal — were dam-

aged b aﬁegledlll al activi-
tiessucyl"lasb astﬁzﬁing. 3

The bill is an operation-
alization of proposals from
local and international marine
experts to deg:re ttll';'e sur-
rounding waters of the KIG
and Sﬁﬁlﬁugh Shoal as
protected areas. b
_ 4 study by the Asian
Development Bank sh'o.“%d
that the Kalayaan Islands
comprise 30 percent of the
country’s total coral reefs and
serve as breeding ground of
fishes and marine species in
the country. — Delqm Porcalla
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Kaliwa Dam project

done

by 2026, MWSS says

By JOE PRIELA

he 212.2-billion New Cen-

tennial Water Source Kaliwa

Dam Project willbe complet-

ed by mid-2026, and will be
able to supply water to Metro Manila
households and nearby areas by early
2027, the Metropolitan Water Sewer-
age System (MWSS) said. .

In a forum on Wednesday, Feb. 1,
MWSS Administrator Leonor Cleofas
said China Energy Engineering Cor-
poration (CEEC), which is undertaking
the project, has reported the overall
projectaccomplishment at 21 percent.

“There are two major components
of the project, which are the tunneling
and the construction of the dam. It
has started with tunneling and it will
be complete by the middle of 2026. At
the same time, if the validation of the
settlement of 46 families is accom-
plished, the dam will also begin and
MWSSise deavoring to complete the

" dam by 2026,” Cleofas said.

The Kahwa Dam project is a

63-meter- high reservoir that will
hold an initial discharge capacity of
600 million liters per day, intended to
supply Metro Manila, as well as nearby
areas that only depend on two dams
in Bulacan.

ATunnel Boring Machine (TBM) is
being used for the 28- kﬂometqr long
conveyance tunnel that will stretch
from Teresa Rizal to General Nakar,
Quezon Province. It will pass through

- Barangay Magsaysay in Infanta,

Quezon as well as several barangays
in Baras, Morong, Tanay, and Teresa
towns in Rizal. At its deepest, the TBM

- will be 500 meters below the Slerra
' Madre Mountains.

The excavation at the tunne!. outlet
in Teresa started on Dec. 7 last year.

MWSS said the National Co
sion on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP)
already issued a Certxflcatmr; Pre-
conditiofi. .

In September last year, mvSs got
the approval ofﬁaempamﬂentéf En-
vironmental and Natural Resources-
Protected Area Management Board

(DENR-PAMB) for clearances as pre-
requisite fiyra Special-Use Agreement
on Protected Areas.

The coastruction of the dam was
put on hold last year due to the oro-
test of the ndigenous peoples (11's) in
the area, particularly the Dumagzat-
Remontadp communities in Rizal and
Quezon provinces, who asserted that
the dam will be encroachmg on t their
ancestral land.

The project will also be passing
through three watershed areas.

MWSS said that it has forged
mutually baneficial agreements with
1Ps, local government units, and the
DENR to meet all explicit conditions
under the environmental compliznce
certificate, laying a groundwork for
enduring relationships with the com-
munities. e

Acomprehensiveand inclusive so-
cio-economniic development plant was
developed ta ensure that those who
are going to be affected by the project
can participate and contribute to the

developmert of their communities.
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Aside from the Customs Bureau, Santiago pointed

wit? COMMONSENSE  to other '*lfronﬂinz;‘fovemmeﬂtagendeﬂ&mtare sup

to be watchdogs against smuggling activities.

MARICHU A. VILLANUEVA These include the Department of Agriculture (DA), thc
3 . Department of Trade and Indusitry (DTI), and Depart-
ment of Environment and Nat iral Resources (DENT).

: maent Incidentally, these are the same ernment agencies
Wh°|e Of govern m'ent compristiirllf the nine PPA Boarcl itognbers whizt-"a II: k:
H . ' y . include the National Economic Development Authority

mUSt flght smuggllng 4 (NEDA); and a private sector representative. A
L ] g ok . Santiago averred the PPA has been doing its share
P in “whole-of-government” apprach to combat smug-

overnment authorities e_

. _credit much the military’s: £ Tal A ] ; S
¥ : gling, especially of agricultural products. Through th:
: o anks § to&lredcmucem -t aid of modern technology, the FP'A chief explained, the
c‘;lm?outﬁles’t';}mle :; o:emmet:t{" agmcy has b(?ﬁn steeped mtotd-lﬂ?ltahzatlorl programs to
Slpproae. ch. If thisi theg solution that improve efficiency of government services and remove
= s wﬂlls body issue -areas of corruption. One such P°A program is the now
s e the controversial Trusted Opera:or Program-Containe:

the same call to action to put a lid.
_ once and for all - to the unabated' . -
smuggling activities in our country :
2 geing _ gotmhm.ﬂﬁg&onurhiﬁ ;

Registry and Monitoring Systen (TOP-CRMS).
 The program though is “not clesigned as anti-smug-
gling,” Santiago admitted. Howrever, he believes this
program has the capability to generate information”
that could help go after and deter smuggling activities.
Approved in June, 2021 by the P?l% Board under
Administrative Order 04, the TOP-CRMS program
got underway. In competitive public bidding, a local
entity Shiptech Solutions Corp. v/on and was awarded
in March last year the P900 million technology supply
contract to implement the TOP-CRMS. Subsequently, the
nine-man PPA Board - chaired then by DOTr Secretary
Arturo Tugade and co-chaired by *he PPA chief - ¢.1ve
the go-signal for the drafting of tive operational guiide-
lines to implement the TOP-CRMS program at no cash
outlay from the government. -

' Asdesigned, Santiago explainec, the TOP-CRMS will
install and use a digital tracking system to exactly locate
the whereabouts of the container cargoes in real time.
'I'Epoqgh this digital technology tracking system, cargo
diversion to another warehouse, ane of the notorious
schemes of smugglers, will be quickly and easily detected.
- Hence, this will enable goverrunent authorities to
identify and prosecute suspected smugglers. Further-
more, Santiago added, this will prevent the incidence
of losses and eliminate the existing container security
deposit, a cost imposed to importers and shippers ran -
iﬁ‘g%amoﬁnb of P10,000 up to P30,000 per container.

[OP-CRMS will charge a mush lesser amount 11
Santiago calculated, importers would s ehd j
billion, or 95 percent less, fo ﬂ\emﬁ;mdemﬂltof 1.1
million containers per year that go through the PPA.

Ty . T S s meﬁfm&wmmgmwbemme tog
nal; the Port of Matnog in Sorsogon; Tagbilaran seaporf P ol 3 e e ,
in Bohol; Cebu seaports for the Visayas; CagayandeOro ~ “O™"'% e:hs: £ %A%e“d"‘i.m their monthly
City and Davao as major seaports in Mindanao. meeting el So %0, defer action on it. Five of

rd, or majority members voted to defer it
For enforcement func- s gl ; : X
A ekt - pending “th, l@ﬂmtﬁme ly upon. instruc-
&EHOI'IS, Ethne f;llzs\ Chllle;g;ote&- As of last count, tions from Malacanang. This came nﬂ'e;- big business
ers.af"lwcgm a%oplojm 140 there are 130 sepgbrt groups have joined forces fogéthe:” in publishing an
or so uniformed port po terminals all around (PSR letter” asking President Ferdirand “Bongbony:
,licemen,beacl;n(‘:;nzb?ei‘:g the Phﬂip‘pine_s‘?.‘f o ueI i suspe i miﬂ@ﬂfn d me
body camera ' - o 8 it g ey seaeori 5
i e ough communists and left- ng groups strong
D e “Gores mulipliers” to sectre both pagsen- 751t t, the National Task Force to End Local Armec
guen mdascargoes going in and outin all seaport terminals. Contlict continues with success in its “whole of govern-
“Because the anti-smuggling campaign is not just the Ee“t' app 1 ch against ins y-inifested areas. Bu
monopoly by the Bureau of Customs but they need the in%sgda\:-i &‘: esin g‘t‘:;imm?{lt ?PPSE*#Y in cahoots, g
 help of the entire government,” Santiago pointed out. = . Th o Apmgxmg ' e :”'a‘dl",'.“s :
aiifii | . A
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National scientist, former DENR scdretaryAngel Alcala, 94

DUM&GUETE CITY (PNA) National
Scientist Dr. Angel C. Alcala passed away
Weamsdayaﬁermon Feb. 1,inahospﬂal
here, at the age of 94.

Almla,oonsidewéﬂm“faher"ofm—

in 2014, conferred on Alcala the Or#er of
National Scientist of the Philippines award
in the field of Biological Sciences for his
~ research work on amphibians and reptiles,
marine biodiversity, and marine protect-
vice ed areas. |

TSty i - Alcala also served as the Commission on

ith. Higher Education chairperson until 1999.

' He established the Silliman University
Marine Laboratory in 1974, which is now
known as the Institute of Enmronm tal
and Marine Sciences. .

The national scxentist fnunded the
Angelo King Center for Research and

Environmental Management at Sﬂlﬂnan

o L . |

ironment and Natural
Sedﬁaryduﬁng*the ad-

ministration of then President Fidel Ramos.

Former President Benigno S. Aquino III,

University.

In1992, he was arecipient of the Hamon
Magsaysay Award for “pioneering scientific
leadershlp In restoring and protectin g coral
reefs” in the

He pioneered the estabhshmew of no-
take marine sanctuaries and cormirunity-
based coasta resources management, es-
pecially in the world-renowned dive des-
tination, Apo Island in Dauin town, Vegros
Oriental province.

Alcala is survived by his wife of 70 years,
Naomi Lusoc Alcala, and the families of
their children, Apgelo, Estrilda, "*nses
Emily, Grace, and Ely.
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National scientist
- Angel Alca.la,' 93

National Scientist Angel
Alcala, a pioneer of marine
biodiversity and marine con-
servation in the Philippines,
died at the Silliman University
(SU) Medical Center in Duma-
guete City at past noon on
Wednesday. He was 93.

“SU mourns theloss of a sci-
entist, administrator, trustee,
professor, morally upright

family man and public ser-

vant,” the university Ba‘ld ina
statement.

An acclaimed biologist and
conservationist, Alcala was

known for his pi

tected areas in the Philippines
focusmg on ecosystems and
sustainable fishing.
He introduced the concept
of community-based coastal
resource management in the
promotion of marine biodi-
versity as well as the use of
artificial reefs as models for
fisheries development He
also did extensive research on
Ph:lhxfpme amphibians and
reptiles since the mid-50s,
according to the SU obit post.
Masungi Georeserve paid
tribute to Alcala as its “first
defender,” having banned
applications for quarryin
wﬂfhln the then ril:tmp()),seg

,work -
in establishing marine pro-

nature reserve and wildlife
sanctuary when he was en-
vironment secretary in 1993.

Alcala was named Na-
tional Scientist in 2014. He

was conferred the Rari
Magsaysay Award for

on
blic

service in 1992 and named

ASEAN Biodiversity Hero in
2017. He was one of 11 alumni
inducted to the Fulbright
Philippines Hall of Fame.
He was secretary of the

‘Department of Environment

and Natural Resources from
1992 to 1995 and Commission
on Higher Education chairman
from 1995 to 1999.

Alcala’s w{ake will be at
the SU church in Dumaguete,
Interment is at the Duma-
guete Natlon Park on Feb.
10. - Juaniyo Arcellana, Janvic
Mateo |
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é’a wkaiha-mm éa rlupuummephﬁppm éa Fraputhe cf e =
o — and Natural R ey D and Naturst Depanment af Etveonmient i s Tasoirces
— NK“ON&L WATER RESOURCES BOARD o NATIONAL WﬂTER RESOURCES BOARD — NATIONAL 'NATER R:aC-Ul'—’.CES BOARD
EDSA, Dvran Gusson City, Phipenes 1100 T B Fioor A Bidg . EDSA Dukman, Gusettrs Citl. Phaiooants 1100 = " Fioor WA Gy EDSA, Diman Jumese pRe—
AMALA LAND CORPORATION, AMALA LAND CORPORATION. AMAIA LANC CORPCRATION
g L GOSN Case No 23:3533 . “’__"’: Cisa No. 233522 =g (PR . 33500
NOTICE OF HEARING NOTICE OF HEARING NOTICE OF HEARING
Thigis an for C: Puskc C opetale and mointan Ths for Certificate of peral This % an uppheation for Cerddicate of P x . speabe Wl
a watersorks sysiom within Amaa Steps Sicuran Condominiem, Barangay Sun 3 waterworks system within Amaia Series G MANEN 3 WAl IPVOrKs System wittin Amaa Seos Suc ruram. Bacangay
Valley, Parafiacua City, Metro Manda_ with the fcliowng proposed rtes San Agustin, Quezon City, Metro Manila, with the following oropesed rates: San Antanio. Farafisque City. Metra Manis. sih (¢ et STt | MRS
PROPOSED TARIFF PROPOSED TARIFF PROPOSED TARIFF
Residental and Commeycal Residential and Institubional | Residantial an Tommarial
PoeSes | DaAm3 | ga0m2 3430m3 | 3t4amd | Gwerdo PipaSies | 05m3 | &10md [ maoma | 24-30m3 | 310m3 | Owerdo PpaSae | D5l | Si0md | 020md | oo vatmd | Cvarad
Amn) ml k. m3 frmng -l
% =427 00 108.70 Tza 10 {LLET] 140 6.0 w 36900 730 116,80 620 155870 ms o 341 D 8030 s ) 1 - ]
¥ RLAG00 ) W10 ) 0eRg | Ammae | Sed | AN This agplication will be irtially heard by the Board on 13 March 2023. The heaning o RIW, ) W || e i | Aanm

This application will be initially heard 3y the Board on 13 March 2023, The heanng
wall start at 9:00 o' clock in the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room,
Sth Floar, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City, at which time applicant shall present
ils avidenca.

Atisast fifteon (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, apphcant shall publish
this natice once in a newspaper of general ciiculation in Metro Manila and serve by
pesonal delvery or regestered mad 3 copy of the (i) application and ite atachmants,
and (i) this notice. to all sffectad panies appaanng on page I hereof

Parties opposed 1o the grantng of the sppbeaton must fe ner witlen opposition
supporiad by dotumentary svidsnca on or befors the above scheculed date of

hearing, furnishang 2 copy of he same to Ine apphcant.

Eadl 15 e on fime and o appear
numwmm:;;-wuﬂmmmum The Board
will proceed to haar and decade the appbeaton based on the svidence submilled.

Likewise, faiurs by the appilcant 1o appaar at the hearng shall amount 1o lack of
inlerest on is pan andthe instant ‘shall be

‘Witness tha Hosorabie Executive Director of the National Watsr Ressurces Board
this. 2dth day of January 2023
By Autharity of ihe Boasg:

(Sgd | Dr, SEVILLO D. DAVID, Jr. CESO Il
Exacutive Direcior

MWSS Compound. Kabpunan Road

Balara, Quazon City (PO Fab. 1, 2023)

will start al 3:00 o' clock in the morning al the NWRB-WUD Conlerence Room,
8ith Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City. at which lime applicant shall prasent
i3 evidance.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, appiicant shail putlish
this notice once in a newipaper of general circulation i Metro Manita and serve by
MMUWMicnpyulh{llmndﬂan
and (i) this notice. i all affected panies appeaning on page 1 nereol.

Parties opposed to ha granting of the application mast fle their wrillen opposdion
supporind by documentary evidence on or balore the above schecules date of
heanng, furnishing 3 copy of the sams to the apolicant

Failure on the part of any person affecied 1o file its opposition on ime and o sppaar
a1 thae hearng will be construed a5 3 waiver of their nght (o be feard. Thae Board
will procesd fo hear and decide the applicatice Sased an e svdence submitted.

Likewisa, mwmw:nmammmmn ik of
int=vest on s part and he instant anal

‘Witness the Hanotatie Executive Dwecter of the Natonsl Wissr Resources Based
this 24i day of January 2023,

By Authority of e Scarg
(Sga ) Or. SEVILLO D. DAVID. Jr., CESO M
Exzcutve Director
Affeciod Parties
The Secretary
Sanggunang Panlungsod
Guezon City, Metro Manda
The Sarangay Chaimman

Barangay San Agustin
Quszon City, Metro Mania

MHMMLM
Amaia Savias Nevaliches
Barangay Sccoro, Quezan City
Matra Marsla

Tha Admirastraior

Metropalitan Waterworks & Smgnivalcm
MWSS Compound. Kafipunan Road

Balars, Quazon City

lH:i-th 12010

This applicaton will be nitially heara by the Scard on & W f 2023. The hannng
will st 3t 9200 ¢’ clock in the marning al e - W, ~onjstence Rogm,
Bih Fioor, NIA Euilding, SDSA, Queason ity &l e liasnt snall present
its evidance

Al least fiftesr | 15) days prior to the scheduled hearng

this NoBoA onee if 1 daly rewspaper of geeers crmuiaticn o Mstro Maniia and
sarve by persoral debvery of remsioted mal @ ooy PLEIHon and d
aftachimants, an 1 (1) this nobos, 1o Ml afecies paries appearog o page 2 hereol

Parties oopose1 1o the granting of the apgiic A Sl i AN SERSIen
SURPOTEd Dy & COMMENIary swidenco on o chochsied data ol

hmating, furnshing 3 copy of the same 1n the spphcsn

Faiure on thi p i of any person sifoctsd o Ms i
&t the heading w Il 03 corsirimd S8 5 waned of
will proceed 1o fes and decde the aoplicancn bas

srourd 16 ek of
crardngly

Likewiza, ot By Me spplicant lo appear 3l the haarng oo
nterest on 8 paet and the inalant apgpiicanon shall o e

‘Witnens the ~oroabse Execuive Tireclor of e ool Vo
thes 152 day of Decémber 27

Fesources Soard
By Autharty o *ha Scart

(594, Dr. SEVILL. cEsom
i

Affecied Paries

Thit Secratary
Sangmunang Sarungscd
Paratague City, Mers Mands

Tha Sarangay Th Wrman
Barangay San Anisric
Parafiaque City, k stro Manda

The Homeownarn Az.an. President
Amaia Sheps Suc| Condominuim
Barangay San A o

Parafiacue City, Meto Mania

Thes Adruristrasor
Watewarks & 5 Sysiam
MWSS Campeund. Katpunan Road
Bolara Quezon Cry (POl Feh, 3, 2083

icant shall puthsn |
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| Boundaries ' .+ Foreshore land is bounded on the North-

Area : 118,580 sq.m.
Appraised Value of the Land : : 7,470,540.00
Appraised Value of Improvements : 1,825,684.14

pﬁnnual Rental : 9,296,224.14
Applied By _ e lpllan ‘N:ckei Corporatmn

Republic o{,m_ hllm dal S
Department of Environment and }Nlatl*ral Resaul'ces
MIMAROPA Re*on
: et § TR ' 4
- RS % F
r . . v I-
DEC 09 2022 W e e etk ,-__,.’:.r “!*
"7 LEASE OF PUBLIC LAND

NOTICE is hereby given the DENR-CENRO at Brooke's Point will accept oral or
written bids not later than 02 MAR 2023 on 10: 00 A.M. for the lease of the tract of
foreshore land herein below described:

Location . Barangay Maasin, Brooke’s Pcint, Palawan |

Description : Miscellaneous Lease Application No. |
045301-13 Adjacent to Lot No. 1166, Pls.
96 identical to Lot No. 5701, Cad 796-D
Survey Plan Mic No. 045306 13-D

west by Lot No. 1166, Pls 9€; in the East
by Sulu Sea; in the South by Sulu Sea and
in the West by Sulu Sea,

Rep. by Carlo Matilac

The right to lease the land will be awarded to the person offering the highest annual
rental, which shall not be less than three per centum (3%) of the value of the land
plus one per centum (1%) of the value of the proposed and/or existing improvements.
In order that a person may be entitled to participate in the bidding, he must be a

| make a deposit equivalent to at least three (3) months rental. Only
| money order, treasury warrant, certified check, or manager’s check cz

| every time his bid is raised to complete the three (3) months’ rental, ot

qualified public land applicant. Before the commencement of t 2, he must
) ¥3its in cash,
Je accepted.
Ily executed
cnal deposit
lerwise, such
bid as raised shall not be accepted. The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.

LORMELYN E. CLAUDIO, CESO IV

Regional Executive Di:\c?r
dh 1. .--- u.l r\ '\-r'n-ﬂ

Ha"" Hu-m}t‘l.lwg :A

MT - Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2023

pl- person bidding in the representation of another may do so under a

ower of attorney. During the bidding, the bidder has to make an ad dit

_rF._;. — — : p—




