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~~~ 'whOle .i~·'
approach to decarboI11izati

the opportunities identified tween sustainable Ia. d,
in the Philippine Develop- coas I and marine plan
ment Plan that has just re- nin 'Loyzaga added.
cently been launched, in- ring the dialog e,
eluding capacity develop- Loyzaga highlighted some
ment on sustainability: en- of the DENR's current p .-
Vironme~ al, sociaf and orities in the sectors f n
soverna e (ESG) report- ergy,. solid waste, tra s-
Ing; con uct of capacity porta tion, mining, d
assessm ts; .developing urban resilience ana 'n It-
biodivers ty-friendly enter-. ed e r"ryone to collab t
prises and ecotourism sites; with DENR in achiev ng
our investments in forest- the country's environmen-
ry; and integration be- tal goals.------

DEPARTMENr of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DEN);.)Secretary

~

tonia Loyzaga has
c led for a "whole-of-so-
ci ty" approach to accel-
e ate the deca:·bonization
o .industries in the coun-
t .

Lovzaga mzde the call
d ring tli.e recently-held

rdic-PhilippIne Climate
E ecutive Dia.lcgue in Ma-

a, wherein die pointed
o t that the country's com-

itments in the Nationally
D termined Contribution
( ) and the Paris Agree-

ent can only be achieved
if all stakeholders work to-
g ther by usi ~g nature-
D sed solutions for carbon
r duction as the primary
s ategy in acl ieving net-
z ro targets.

The Philippines pledged
to reduce gree mouse gas
e . sions by 7:;%by 2030

der the ND:::, while it

committed to help limit
global warming to less than
2°C under the Paris Agree-
ment of the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change.

"Every fraction of a de-
gree counts. And so, we
must all work together to
achieve what we must en-
vision as our common goal
for a safe and sustainable
planet," Loyzaga said.

I "We need to prioritize
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IN'BRIEF
More support needed

for PH carbon cut
DEPARTMENT of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga on Monday called
for a whole-of-society approach to
accelerate the decarbonization of
industries.

The country's commitments in the
Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) and the Paris Agreement can
only be achieved if all stakeholders
work together by using nature-based
solutions for carbon reduction as the
primary strategy in achieving net-zero
targets, she said.

The Philippines pledged to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 per-
cent by 2030 under the NDC, while it
committed to help limit global warming
to less than 2°C under the Paris Agree-
ment of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change.

"Every fraction of a degree counts.
And so, we must all work together to
achieve what we must envision as our
common goal for a safe and sustainable
planet," Loyzaga said. Rio N. Araja •
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elude sustainabil 41'
business practic s~

ENR urges indust i I S

uur .

by J I Santos

nvironment secretary Maria An-
tonia "Toni)) Yulo-Loyzaga has
called on industries, such as those'

ged in agriculture and manufac-
turi g, to integrate sustainability in all
asp cts of their usiness as their contri-
buti n to environmental protection.

uring her speech at the launching
of t e Philippine Action Plan for Sus-
tain ble Consumption and Production
(P 4SCP) on Feb. 13, the Department
of E vironment and Natural Resources
(DE R) chief said that the country's in-
ade uate solid waste management sys-
tem has been challenged by the parallel
effe ts of being an international hub for
ma ufacturing and production, as well
as i creased consumption.

he Philippines' current production
sys ems, according to Loyzaga, have
bec me "not sustainable."

(We are consuming and disposing
mo e quickly and far more than our
environment can support, putting our
futu eat risk," she said,

oyzaga said companies .must work
tog ther on integrating sustainability
into all aspects of the sUl'ply chain, not-
ing hat "all have a stewardship role in
ter s of protecting our environment and
nat rill resources, and this responsibility
is n t solely the DENR's.))

( The sustainable production and
con umption policies we design must
the efore be trans -disciplinal, time-
sen itive, and spatially targeted in order
for hem to be transformational," the
DE R chief said.

ustainable production entails cre-
atin commodities with a little envi-
ron ental impact as w II as goods and

services that cate to the requirements of
the present witho t endangering the usage
of future gene rat ons, she pointed out, .

Loyzaga stat d that the sustainable
production mode must strike a balance
between econom c growth, social equity
and responsibili y, and environmental
protection.

Developed by the National Economic
and Developmen Authority (NEDA)with
the assistance of the ~sian Development
Bank, the PAP4S P will serve as a "guid-
ing framework at he national Ievel to lead
sustainable beha ors and practices across
sectors and at all evels of government:. '"
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BILANG parlgunahing
ahensya na responSable sa
konserbasyon, pamama-
hala, pagpaRaunlad at
epektibong paggamit ng
kapaligiran at likas na ya-
man ng bansa, opisyal na
slnalubong ng Department
of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources ~DENR)ang
bagong taon kasabay ng
muling pagpapatibay ng
pangako na tuparin ang
mandato sa pamamagitan
ng pagpapatuloy ng mga.

nakaraang tagumpay at
panatilihin ang pagiging
matatag nito.

Sa ginanap na New Year
Reception noong Enero 27,
pinangunahan ni Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga ang higit 90
opisyal ng DENR kasama na
ang mga bagong talagang
Undersecretaries, Assistant
Secretaries, Bureau at Line
Directors, Office Directors, at
Regional Executive Directors
sa pagdiriwang ng mga na-
kamit ng Departamento sa •

SUSTAINABlE 0 ElOP ENT
IPAPRAYORIOA NO DENR

taong 2022 at. mga layunin
sa 2023.

Sa kanyang keynote add-
.ress, hinamon ni Loyzaga
ang DENR workforce na
magkaroon ng mas mataas
na pamantayan Dabang bi-
nigyang-diin nito ang mga
makamit ng Departamento sa
nakalipas na taon kasama na
ang mga pangakong nakuha
nito mula sa deveJopment
partners na nagpalakas ng

. kooperasyon at nagpalawak
ng oportunidad sa pakikipag-
partner.

"The choices and deci-
sions we make in the next
few years will determine our
country's future and our con-
tribution to the shared goals -
of our country. We need to
make this progress continue
and make it resilient and sus-
tainable," saad ni Loyzaga sa

p diriwang na ginanap sa
Ta aylay City.

iniyak nito sa lahat na
an direksiyon ng DENR ay
ay n sa kay Pangulong Fhr-
di and Marcos, Jr. kUllg
sa n prayoridad ang katala-
ga at adaptation ng bansa
sa climate change. Binlg-
ya g-.diin pa nito na ang pa-
ha ag ng pangulo na "pre-
se ation of the environment
is t e preservation of life.

e will continue to s!rille
to nsure that the depa t-
me t's priorities, plans, pro-
gr s, and policies are
ali ed with the Presiden 's
pr ouncement regardir 9
the nexus between ciima:e
ch ge, biodiversity, our nil-
tur resources, and resilient
an inclusive development
for ur country: pahayag Ili
Lo IIga.
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Nagsilbi ring daan ang
programa para sa DENR.'s
Reprogramming vVorkshop
kung saan ay muling binuo
ang Programs, Acvities, and
Projects (PAPs) ng 16 na n-
hiyon para sa 2023 upar 9
matiyak na nasa direksyc n
ito ng administrasyon ng P 3-
ngulo at ng Philippine Dev 3-
lopment Plan para sa 202:}-
2028.

Kabilang sa mga nagaVva
ng DENR noong 2022 ay arg
pagtatatag ng national natu-
ral resource geospatial dai< -
base at motnllsas on ng P2
bilyong karagdagang pondo
mula sa development par-
ners para sa nature-based sc-
lutions. dima e act 11, at pre-
parasyon pa.a sa carbon G t
biodiversity credit markets.

Inulitdin ni Loyzaga na an!J
sa ilalim ng kan 'ang pa-
mamahala, ang DENR a,
magiging transparent at par-
ticipatory kung saan ang mga
stakeholders ay rnaaarmq
makipagdayalogo sa de-
partamento tungko sa kani-
lang mga plano, programa a,
polisiya.

Sinabi pa nito na ang de-
partamento ay magiginr
trans-disciplinary a magka
karoon ng 'ho IStiCapproach
sa mga programa a istrate
hiya nito.

Idinagdag ni Loyzaga na
ang DENR mantra na 'co-
ownership and I mon but
differentiated responsibili-
ties' para sa pagprotekta ng
natural environment y 15aSa·

. katuparan sa departernento.
Ginanap din sa pagdiri-

wang ang oath taking ng ba-
gong halal at talagang opis-
yal ng DENR Assor.iation of
Career Execulives CE) ka-
bilang na ang baga nitong
pangulo na si Undersecretary
for Finance, Information Sys-
tems and Climate Change
Analiza Rebuelta-Teh, Ang
mga third-level na empleya-
'do ng DENR na Career Exe-
cutive Service Of' cers at
Career Executive Service
Eligibles ang bumubuo sa
korporasyon na DEt R-ACE.

Mula nang mam. gkulan
bilang kalihim, ipinal ayag ni
Loyzaga ang kanyang layu-
nin na magkaroon ng ethi-
cal, collaborative, e icient at
science-based manayement
ng kapaligiran at likas na ya-
man ng bansa sa iialim ng
kanyang pamumuno

Kung nais ninyo
malaman ang TAMANG

IMPORMASYON,
TAMANG SERBISYO ni
AGARANG SE ISYO

LADY, i-search
youruBE CHA EL,
"HILDA ONG" sa

Facebook Fanp "TV
RADIO HILDA G',

Huwag kaJimu
i-click ang sa/it,

'SUBSCRIBE', 'L~
at "SHARE".
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Masungi seeks PBBM
intervention

THE Masungi Georeserve Founda-
tion said it is seeking the intervention
of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to
address plans of the Bureau of Correc-
tions (BuCor).to put up a facility in the
protected area.

Ann Dumaliang, Masungi Geore-
serce co-founder, quoted by ABS-CBN
News, said "we hope for our president's
intervention, (DENR) Secretary Yulo's
intervention,"

Their plea comes after the BuCor
announced its plans to put up its head-
quarters, training centers and housing

J
facility in the Masungi Georeserve,
alarming environmentalists.

Department of Justice (DOJ) Secre-
tary Jesus Crispin Remulla earlier clari-
fied that the facility plan is not yet final.

But for Dumaliang, facing these is-
sues is already affecting their work on
the georeserve, particularly on their
efforts in reforestation, putting up live-
lihood programs, and other projects,
ABS-CBN News reported. She hoped
that the DENR would help them in their
efforts to conserve Masungi.
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HINDI lang ang mga Dumagat, na naninirahan bulu-'
bundukin ng Sierra Madre na nasasakupan n Rizal
at Quezon, na naglakad mula sa kanilang lug patu-
ngo sa Maynila ang naninikluhod upang hilin in ahg
pakikialam ng Malakanyang sa usapin kaug ay sa
kalikasan subalit maging ang mga namamahala ng
Masungi Georeserve Foundation.

Aligaga ang rnga Dumagat dahil sa pagtatayo ng
Kaliwa Dam habang ang Masungi Georeserve y da-
hi! sa posibleng pagtatayo ng Bureau of Corre ions
ng pasilidad sa nasabing prote(;ted area. Ka i n a
naman malaki ang magiging epekto ng mga i tayo
sa kanilang lugar laic na sa kanilang pamum ay.

Hinihingi ng mga Dumagat at namamah a ng
Masungi Georeserve ang pakikialam ng Pang long
Bongbong Marcos dahil batid nila na malaki ang agi-
ging epekto nito sa Inang Kalikasan na mala ang
ginagampanan papel kapag may dumarating n bag-
yo at iba pang kalamidad.

Batid naman natin na kapag naapektuhan an kali-
kasan dahil sa mga maling gawa ng tao ay bumaba-
lik din naman sa tao ang ginawa nilang kamalia Ha-
limbawa ay sa pagpuputol ng maraming punon ka-
hoy. Hindi ba't ang ugat nito ang sumisipsip sa big
baha at pumipigil din sa pagguho ng mga lupa

Kung magtutuloy-tuloy ang pagtatayo ng K
Dam, maraming mga punong kahoy ang tiyak n
putulin kaya't tiyak na malaki ang magiging e kto
nito sa kalikasan. Maaaring may tulong sa ma a-
mayan ang dam na gagawin, subalit mas malaki na-
man ang perwisyong magagawa nito lalo na ka 9
nagkaroon ng bagyo dahil wala na ang mga pun ng
kahoy na dapat ay sasalag sa malarakas na hangi at
mga ugat na sisipsip ng tubig.

Gayundin naman sa Masungi dahil kapag na ta-
yo ng headquarters, training center at housing f ci-
lity ay tiyak ang pagputol ng mga kahoy at mag 9
ang mga hayop na naninirahan doon ay unti-unt 9
maglalaho dahil nawalan sila ng silungan.

Huwag na sanang hintayin pa ng Pangulo na ma-
wasak si nang Kalikasan dahil tiyak na siya rin na-
man ang mamumrublema kapag unit-unting bu
lik na sa tao ang ganti ng kaUkasan 0 karma.
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Brooke's Point
mining oppOS

Several congregations rom the
Catholic Church in the P 'lippi~es
expressed support for the fi t ag~tnst
a planned open-pit mining pr ~ect ~~ a
private mining firm in _Brook 's Pqint,
Palawan. J

Catholics Bishops' Confe ence of
the Philippines' charity ar Caritas
Philippines revealed recently t mhtlng
activities in the province wo d pose a
threat on the daily livingof loc and the
environment, urging the gove ent to
particularly probe the permits of Ipilan
Nickel Corporation.

Alyansa Tigil Mina previo sly said
that the company does not hav permits
to cut trees and construct a causeway
and port in the concerned area.

"We are also calling the provincial
government (of Palawan) to declare
Palawan as a 'no-miningzone' t protect

the natural resources of the o.-cahed
'last frontier of the Philippines, Caritas
Philippines president Bisho~ Colin
Bagaforo said.

Caritas Philippines jOinet. other
Catholic groups in backing r sidents
and environmental activists their
struggle to prevent mining pro ects in
the province.

Puerto. Princesa Bishop S crates
Mesiona previously said in a nastoral

_.letter that he supported the residents -
in the anti-mining protest and th~t th,eir
calls and their rights should b heard
and respected.

"We are acknowledging at basis
, (if their protest. They know m e and

are directly affected by anyt . g that
is happening in their surroun ings'l"
Mesiona said. DAN N' YARRO
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RECLAMATION PROJECTS. Photo shows workers a a reclamation area in
Manila Bay in PasayCity. The Philippine Reclamation Autho ity has at least 22 appro 'ed
reclamation projects of reclamation along Manila Bay'scoa tline. anny Pata
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ANGiJJmgmiyembro ngAlyansa TlgiJMina (ATM) atP. nido Lakas ng Masa (PU(
na naglunsad ng kilos-protesta sa harap ng Department Environment and Natw'al
Resources (DENR) sa Queum City para ;panawagan paghil'110sa quarrying .~I

dagat na sakop ng reclmnation site sa Manihl Bay. (Jeff Tumbado)
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Legarda, Villar cite need to man
developme t of PH's coastal,m

By Mario B Casayuran

Despite the tremendou. s bene-
fits that coastal and marine

· regions have brought to the
daily lives of Filipinos, development
planning in the Philippines is still
predominantly land-focused.

Although the country's maritime
territory is seven times as large as its
land area, there is no comprehensive
strategy in place that fully utilizes its
vast marine resources.

As such, the current trends in
coastal migration and human ac-
tivities on land, coasts, and seas put
pressure on the ability of marine
areas to sustain themselves.

These were the sentiments
echoed by Senate President Loren

· Legarda, an environmentalist, and
Senator Cynthia A.Villar, chairperson

, of the Senate Environment, Natural
· Resources and Climate Change Com-

mittee, who filed Senate Bill1342and
Senate Bill 126, respectively.

Their measures seek to adopt
.-integrated coastai management as
'~anational strategy to ensure the

sustainable development of the
;_C(lUntry's coastal and marine en-
~,vironment and resources, as well
·as the connectivity of terrestrial
~.and marine biodiversity, social and
:-ecological systems, and the differ-
· ent human activities that take place
'. there. . I
· Legarda said her measure seeks
to encourage the most effective
use of resources and sustainable
development of coastal and marine
areas.
. She emphasized that the man-

agement and protection of our
coastal environment should be of
utmost concern.

:As an archipelago of more than
7,100 islands, the Philippines contains
eno,?,ous coastal and marine areas
and rs recognized as a global hub for
manne species.. ghe country's coastline spans

:~~':~t!~~~~~e~~::~e~:~~~~~~
squ~re kilometers, with most major
citi~s located within ten to twenty
kilojUeters of the coastline.

oastal environments are among
the ost productive and biologically
div se landscapes known to man.

irstly, ecosystems such as man-
gro e forests, beach forests, and sea-
gra s beds are crucial for managing
disa ter risk and mitigating the effects
of c mate change. TheY operate as·a
nat ral barrier against storm surges
and coastal erosion, hence reducing
the dverse effects of natural coastal
hazfrds on property damage and hu-
matlife.r .dditionally, they act as carbon

sinks to lessen climate change and as
homes for fish with significant eco-
nomie value.

Secondly, these coastal areas sig-
nificantly contribute to our economy.
Not only are they important sources
of food, minerals, and raw materi-
als, but they also help boost leisure,
sports, and other social, cultural, and
tourism-related activities.

Fishing, maritime transportation,
tourism, coastal mining, and offshore
oil and gas development are examples
of marine-related economic activities
that considerably boost our country's
gross domestic product and sustain
/ivejjhoods and job options for coastal
residents.· .
I Despite the tremendous benefits
that the coastal and marine regions
have on the daily lives of Filipinos,
development planning in the country
is still predominantly land-focused.

The Philippines' maritime terri-
tory is seven times a,slarge as its land

ge sustai
• •rme envir

ar a, yet there is no comprehensive
st tegy in place to utilize our vast
m rine resources sustainably.

Villar said the current trends in
co stal migration and increas:.ng
h an activities on land, coasts and
se s exert pressure on the sustaining
ca acity of marine areas as well as
a plify the risks of environmental
de radation, destruction of vital
co stal ha?itats, loss of marine bio-
10 ical diversity, and deterioration of
ne r shor~ water quality.

"The Dill promotes the formula-
of mechanisms' to address the

co .nectivify of terrestrlal'and marine
b~ dive'rSi~y, social and ecologi cal
sy terris ~nd the different human
ac ivities taking place therein," she
e' lained.l

Apart ~rom its goal of sustain" ble
. de elopment, the bill aims to achieve
fo d security, poverty alleviation,
ge der eqthality, respect for sustain-
ab e traditional resource ngh:s of
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Ind genous peoples, and to reduce
vul erability to climate change, and
hu an induced and natural.haz-
ard.

illar said the salient provisions
r bill include, among others: the

tion of a National Coordinating
mittee on Integrated Coastal
agement (ICM), composed of
representatives of relevant gov-
ent agencies and stakeholders,

pri arily mandated .0 formulate,
ins itute and implement a National
IC Framework; the coordination
on CMmatters at the regional, pro-
vin ial and city/munic pal levels; the
pro otion of 10.1 best practices that
ma be emulated by LCDs;the grant
of centives for LGUs that exhibit
exe plary performance in the de-
vel pment and implementation of
the respective local ICMplans; the
co istency of Local ICM Plans and
Na .onal Programs and Plans with
the National ICM Framework; and
the delineation of the roles of LGUs,
the civil society and the private sec-
tor in the implemenation of ICM
pro ams.

"The adoption of an ICMis within
th objectives, prov sions, scop-
ing and principles of the Philippine
Str tegy for Sustainable Development
(PS D), as well as of the actions and
agr ements adopted by the Philippine
Co ncil for Sustainable Develop-
me t (PCSD) related :0 the pursuit
of e objectives of the Agenda 21 of
th United Nations Conference on
En ironment and Sustainable Devel-
op ent (UNCED)and of such other
pr ocols and treaties to which the
Ph' ippines has committed to abide,"
sh emphasized.



BusinessMirro
TITlE:

By Io ATHAN L.MAYUGA

" @jonlmayuga

THE Philippine Bamboo In-
dustry Development Council
(PBIDC) is urging the govern-

ment to r plicate nationwide the
successful bamboo reforestation
.projects at e Marikina Watershed,
which prov ded livelihood to indig-
enous com~unities and help prevent
Metro Man a flooding.

The 20 hectare Karugo and
10-he~tarel Puray bamboopro]-
ects in Montalban, Rizal are "ideal
multi-agenqy collaboration that in-
volves miniral budget" according
to PBIDC vice chairman Deogracias
Victor B. Sa'fellano.

"Our besf examples for bamboo
propagation lire those in Puray and
Karugo. It's something that's not dif-
ficult to do. It is a joint effort among
government, Rotary International,
Indigenous People, and the commu-
nity. It's abeaJtif41rnodel that should

be replicated allover the Phili pines,"
Savellano said in a statemen

Rotary raised a minim
million in district grants
Karugo project.

Meanwhile, the Kilusang 5K or
Kawayan: Kalikasan, Kau laran,
Kabuhayan, Kinabukasan F unda-
tion, founded by Savellano, h s sup-
ported the organization of PUll yand
Karugo projects.

The bamboopropagules, lant-
ed in 2022 in Karugo, are estF.-mat-
ed to multiply to 142,000 ba boo
culms in five years and 22 ,000
culms in eight years.

Now that Trade secretary~edO
PascualhasreconvenedPBIDC, avel-
lanosaidthecouncilisnowcoor inat-
ing all bamboo projects and age cies.
Thus, such replication can be i ple-
mented in every town in the co ntry
as what has been done by Savellano's
former constituents in Ilocos S r.

PBIDC has adopted the on-
ta.lb~fi projects for its own col-
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laborative , cost- ffective mo el.
"We tapped the wo COI'" munity-
based prqj ects to stablis nurs r-
ies and d plantati n develc pme t,"
saidPBIDCExecuti eDirec ) Butch
Madarang, "Using he con rgerce
formula through c nsultat on with
different agencies, e're able to en-
gage everybody, We ave an inclusi e
perspective. Our f rmula IS to tap
different agencies' esource

The lead coHabo ator is the D~-
partment of Enviro merit and Nat-
ural Resources, whi h identified the
project site. Kilusan 5K tapped the
Philippine Bamboo oundat on and
Bamboo Profession sIne. to t ain on
bamboo propagatio the IPs belong-
ing to the Samahan g Kawayan s 3.
Karugo Agri-Parmers sociationand
Tribal Coune ilAssn. f Puray Ine.

Instead of plant g hard ood,
which takes 10 to 2 years to har
vest, bamboo was c osen, as it is
barvestable in three ears, ge erat
ing income for the co munity.
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By elandrew T. Velasco
WHEJ a group of enviro~entalists found~d
the Million Trees Foi ndation, Inc. (MTFI) ill
2021~eir primary objective was to e~s~e
the su tainability 0: the Annual Mil~IOn
Trees hallenge initiated by the Metropohtan
Wate rks and Sewerage System to
rehabilitate six critica, watersheds.

Beyt
ld this, lowever, is MFTI:s

commi ent to sup ort the government s
Enhanc d National Greening Program to
arrest a major environmental concern in the
country-r--<!eforestatio:1..

Simp~y.define~ as the clearing offor~sts by
humans deforestation destroys the habitats of
importaht species, di. rupts weather patterns
and the tater cycle, ar.d contributes to climate
change.

An verage of 2) typhoons enter the
Philipp4te area of rest onsibili~ annually ~d
the couqtry has witnessed flooding.imudslide,
destruction of property, and even loss of lives
because of these tropical cyclones.

Tree-planting has become more urgent to
address deforestation.

Wheq tropical storm Paeng (internation~l
name Nalgae) battered the country ill
November last year, President Ferdinand
Marcos ~r.pushed for tree-planting to prevent
future fl~oding.

He added it is rot just to save the
environment but also to save lives.

ASidejfrOm its environmental benefits such
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as decreasing air pollution,' proving soil and
water conservation capacity, increasing forest
coverage and enhancing f9res~ ecosyst,ems,
reforestation also has economic and health
benefits.

From 2015 to 2020, fore cover increased
by 3.03 percent. .

For a successful reforestation program,
collab?rative effo~ betwe~1the government
and private sector ISesse~tIa. . ..

And, being an enviro entalist, I am
happy that many from the pnvate sector are
committed to help re-green the country.

MTFI has forged ties with different
agencies including. the concessionaires of

. MWSS to reforest denuded watersheds
essential to the water supply of the metropolis
and neighboring provinces. ..

In 2007, West Zone concessionaire
Maynilad Water Services, Inc. was re-
privatized. . ..

Its concession area consists of the cities
of Manila (certain portions), Quezon City
(certain portions), Makati (west of South
Super Highway), Caloocan, Pasay, Parafiaque,
Las Pifias Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas
and Malabon all in Metro Manila; the cities
of Cavite, Bacoor and Imus, and the towns
of Kawit, Noveleta and Rosario, all in Cavite
Province. . h

In the same year, it launc ed its Plant for
Life watershed reforestation program.

Plant for Life is Maynilad's environment
stewardship program origi] ally aimed to
reforest the watersheds in ngat, Ipo and

Recently, Maynilad planted its one m 11onth
tree at the La Mesa Watershed in Quezon City.

The activity was witnessed by v1WSS
Administrator Engr. Leonor C eof s and
Maynilad President Ramoncito Fernandez

~J..r.i... along with Department of Environment and
Natural Resources NCR Assistant Regional
Director for Technical Engr. Ignacio A lmira,
Jr.

h . Through Maynilad's Plant for Life program~1around 755.:1 hectares have been planted .vith
indigenous trees to include narra, cupang,
acacia, alibangbang, apitong, and mangroves.

, cart~~:~~:iii~:~a~~e<!r~:fi~~~~or~I:~'!~~
__ ",,_1_~"'''''''''' year.

Maynilad and the other comp ties In the
MVP Group are ramping up their refores taiion
initiatives to ~t.tain'net-zero carbon' by ·~040.

Maynilad is also an institutio a1 p irtner
of MTFI. It supported the construction of.
the Million Trees Nursery and Eco Learning
Center.

Information about environment prot '1 on
programs are featured in a kiosk de icated for
Maynilad inside the nursery compound.

Maynilad has been steadfast in its support
to MTFI, the most recent was a Phpl-milhon
institutional support.

, Maynilads
watershed manito ing
I1divltJt$ W~te11/~
inte s!fied, there~
btJtJstingthe 5UrvM I
fate Of theplanted
trees

La~~~a'AMTC was:::~~J~ 2017,
Maynilad actively supported the program.

Today, it has evolved into a multi-site
reforestation and afforestation program
whose coverage includes the areas along the
coastlines of Laguna Lake and Manila Bay in
Cavite and Muntinlupa.

"One of the best steps we caIf take to
protect our water sources is to plant trees on
denuded lands. Trees help with the soil's water
retention, thus preventing the soil erosion
that causes high turbidity levels in our raw
water supply," Maynilad President and CEO (The author is a book author who has
Ramoncito S. Fernandez said. at least 40 titles to his credit. He i als the

Maynilad's watershed monitoring activities president of the Million Trees Found: tion Inc.•
were also intensified, thereby boo ting the a non-government outfit champioi ing tree
survival rate of the planted trees. I plan(ing in maf/iy d~}JJ)dedwalershe 'an )

/
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a,kulangan ng tubig,'
krisis sa kalusugan

MAS tuJitindi ang bagyo sa Pilipinas. Pero kulang sa inu-
ming tub{9. Walang koneksyong-tubig ang mga maralitang
taga.IU~sod. At lalong walang tuba ang mga layu-Iayong
bahay kanayunan. Umiigib pa sa malayong poso 0 baIon
ang mga na at bataoNaaabala ang pag-alaga sa anak; nagu-
gulo ang pag-aaral at paglalaro.

Sakit lmg idinudulot ng maruming tubig. lsang bata sa
mundo al1g namamatay kada dalawang minuto dahil dito.
Bukod pa ang dengue at malaria na dala ng rnga Iamok mula
sa pusall at tubig-tigang. ,

Nasa batas na dapat maghukay ng water impoul1Ctnent
sa pinaka-rnababebanq lugar ng bawat barangay. Gamit
ang .b?gong teknolohiya, mapi-tilter ang naipong tubig para
panhms man lang. Tungkuhn ng gobyerno na kabitan ng 1Iix>
bawat bahay, tindahan at opisina. Kayanga may Metro-
politan Waterworks and Sewerage System at Local Water
Utilities Administration. Dapat protektahan ng Department
of Environment and Natural Resources at mga lokal na
gobyern ang watersheds., '

on m
tubig

WfZ.( -AM}.
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ByMIIRIO.B. CASAYURAN world's H} ssand damage" a
well as US i>resident Joe Biden'
climate cat h-up law, the Infla
tion Reduct on Act," she said.

Sen. MarOS emphasized the
it has long een established the
island natio s like the Philippine
suffer the most from associate
damages. f~om climate chang
such as rising sea levels, prolonge
droughts, and stronger typhoon

"On oult part, the nation
government can continue to pre
mote efforts to reduce the cai
bon footprint of the Phllippim
through a shift to renewables at:
other low-carbon technologies
promoting energy conservation
and promoting mass transporta
tion through railways," she sak

((For the locals governmer
units (LGUs).lnvestmentfor resil
iency programs would be critical,
she added.

I PIIGE
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Hold Industriallzedn. tions
accountable for globa warmin, l'

Sen. Imee urges gov't

Senator ImeeMarcos on Mon-
day, Feb. 27, said the climate
change problem does not recog-
nize national boundaries,

Thus, the government has to
take a more aggressive stance
in the next Conference of the
Parties (COP) to the United Na-
tions'Framework Convention to
Climate Change to hold the in-
dustrialized nations accountable
for their previous contribution to
global warming, given that the
contnbution of.the Philippines Is
very minuscule, she said.

Marcos noted that there have
been too many pledges and too
little action.

"But there are at least two
new grounds for optimism: the
COP;t,7discussion, at last, of their
debt to the vulnerable developing

!
1
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Carbon credits: A con ested
tool 0 fight deforesta ion
By MATHILDE DUMAZ

PARIS,France (AFP) - Plant-
_ ing trees or safeguarding

tropical rainforests have
becom~ popular tools for

companies seeking to offset their
carbon emissio s and proclaim their
commitment to the environment.

However, recent scandals have
cast a shadow over the carbon credit
industry, revealing a landscape rife
with opportunities for greenwash-
ing.

Walt Disney, 1PMorgan Bank and
other major corporations h ve been
accused of purchasing carbon credits
from forest protection projects in
areas that werefot actually at risk
of deforestation

Separately, company respon-
sible for managing 600,000 hectares
of land in the Urtited States has re-
portedly earned $53million over the
past two years from carbon credits
that did not significantly Iter its
forest management practices.

None of these projects seques-
tered carbon beyond that which
would have been absorbed by trees
through photosynthesis in busi-
ness-as-usual scenarlo.

Still, com paries counted the
resulting carbon credits towards
their own reduction targets, al-
lowing them to offset emissions
in the carbon accounting of their
operations. . I

Leaders and experts from around
the world will g ther in the Gabo-
nese capital Lib eville on March 1
and 2 for the On Forest Summit .

.Co-presided y France and Ga-
bon, the meeting will focus on im-
proving financial nstruments aimed
at protecting the orld's forests.

Carbon credits are already widely
used. According to various esti-
mates, the number of tons of C02
they represent (with one credit
equivalent to one ton) could increase
tenfold by 2030, to around two bil-
lion tons.

"The risky aspect of the carbon
credit market is that it is not self-
regulating," said~esar Dugast from
French environm ntal consultancy
Carbone 4, in an i terview with AFP.

"Everyone has an interest in
maximizing the quantity of carbon
credits, It enables the project evel-

opers to spread the total cost over a
maximum number of credits, offer-

. ing a lower cost to buyers."
"Even the certifiers have ~n

interest in the proliferation of prol-
ects," he added.

In mid-January, The Guardiat
Die Zeit and an NGO revealed th t
more than 90 percent of projec s
certified by leading verifier Ver a
for forest conservation under the U
program to reduce deforestation and
forest degradation (REDD+) were
likely "ghost credits" that did n t
represent "real emissions reduc
tions."

Verra's CEO, David Antonloli,
rejected these. findings, arguing
that "REDD projects are not some
abstract concept on a piece of pape ;
they represent real projects on th
ground that deliver life-affirminrbenefits."

no," she toldAFP.
Several independ nt rat ng

agencies have since def nded tl eir
methodologies, stressin the crucial
need for financing proje ts protect-
ing nature.

"The first issue We 10 k at is a -
ditionality: would the p oject have
happened in absence of he carbon
markets?" Donna Lee, co founder of
Calyx Global, an indepen ent ratir g
agency for carbon project , told AFP.

"We then look at ho the base-
line was set and what ould have
happened in the abse ce of the
project."

The core issue with .nitiatives
aimed at halting deforest tion is the
challenge of proving that eforesta
tion would have occurr witho t
the funding.

"We look at patterns of defor
estation in the region ... a lot of sci-
entific studies show tha there are

Carbon credits under debate certain things like roads, p pulatio ,
After the story came out, the dis ance to the forest edg ,that are

price of nature-related carbon often associated with d foresta-
credits has dropped, according to tion," Lee said.
Paula Van Laningham, global head Above all, the comp nies that
of carbon at S&P Global. buy these credits should e "mor

The revelations about REDD transparent" by olearly I dicatin
projects have sparked a wider de where credits an:' source and ho {
bate about the entire carbon credi they reduce their own e issions,
system. she said.

"Are the projects themselves "We need to move fro a men
good vehicle for carbon finance in tality of compensating to minds t
a way that actually leads to a just of contributing," said Du&ast fror 1

transition? P<obably both yo. an~f,n'4' ~
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Far-teaching UN trea a must t c t
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'glob Iplastic use - exp rts
PARIS: Only a bold and ambitious UN treaty
with sweeping reforms of the entire plastic life
cycle can stem th~ world's waste crisis,experts
said Monday. .

Even if measures hought to have the greatest
potential for reducin plastic consumption are
implemented, they ould still fail to prevent a
substantial rise in pi stics production and use, they
warned in a report.

Ayear ago 175 na ions agreed to end plastic pol-
lution by crafting a binding UNtreaty, which could
come into being as soon as the end of 2024.

Among the key actions under negotiation are a
global ban on single-use plastic items, a "polluter
pays· scheme, and aax on new plastic production.,

But even with these policies, there is a onside~-
able" possibility the treaty "will be too we to bend .
the consumption curve downward;' the au hors said
in a statement.

On current trends, plastic use will nearl double
from 2019 across G20 countries by 2050, r ching
451 million tons each year, according to th report,
jointly produced by Economist lmpart and he Nip-
pon Foundation.

In 1950, only two million tons of plastic ere
produced worldwide.

"The findings highlightthe level of ambition ,
and the sense of urgency needed at the ne~otiation
table;' co-author Gillian Parker told Agence ranee-
Presse (AFP).

'Not an trnposs ble- r blem'

The report modeled the tree policy approaches
- all under discussion a the UNtalks - over-
ing the entire life cycle of lastic, from produc-
tion to disposal.

Aglobal ban (Inunneces ary single-use plastics,
including plasti c sachets, c on buds and bal ,
sticks, would bl' ;~050slow e growth in plastics
consumption by only 14 pe ent.

So-called extended prod cer responsibility
schemes, whic put the on on the in stry, 0 Id
barely dent the pl'Ojectedin rease in plastic USE,
reducing it from L·S1to 433 iIIiontons.

And even a l ubstantial ax on "virgin" pia tic

resin, the raw material for making plastics, would
only shave 10 per~ent off the baseline projection
out to 2050.

Combined implementation of all three mea-
sures would still a~ow plastic consumption to
grow by a quarter

Eventhese inad quate measures face stiff
headwinds: produc rs, retailers, industry bodies and
consumer groups ar:felikelyto oppose some or all of
them, according to he report.

"Industry has be n very clear in saying they do '
not think taxes are productive;' said Parker.

Manufacturers are even less enth siastic about
production cuts.

Recycling, the re ort showed, has not lived up to

expectations, even if it remains part of tlie solution,
It's like"closing the door after the horses bolted;'
said Parker.

It is more efficient to intervene at the eginnillg
of the plastics pipeline than at the end, en we're
throwing everything away,'she suggeste , I

Many countries lack the infrastruc ure to
handle the scale.of plastic waste gen rated I
and it remains cheaper to produce vi Igin
plastic than recycle it.

Parker and her team, however, are still ptimistic.
"This is not an impossible problem:' he said,

With the right binding and enforceable nterven-
tions and economic incentives, plastic p Hution is
"solvable!' AFP
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Re~ublic of the Phililfaines
DePAA~~ ~~~~~R~sab~~rces

8th Floor NIA Bldg., EDSA, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippi s 1100

PANGI MULTI-PURPOSE COOPERATIve
Applicant.

--------N-:cO:-TI--,C:~ OF HEARING
Applicant, an authorized operator of the waterworks syst m within

Barangays Lambusan, Tacup, Kinawahan, Victoria, Luyang, Ia bOll9on,
Dapdap, Anapog, Bancusan, To-ong, Busogan and Batad, muni p'acilty of
San Remegio, province of Cebu, applies for the renewal of C lcate of
Public Convenience and authonty to increase water rates as foil .

PROPOSED TARIFF
P blic 1:

)5'" p ilO.co ~S4~'lOEg:~~~~1
Thts application will be initially heard by the Board on 27 March

hearing will start at 9:00 0' clock In the morning at the NW
ConferllnoeRoom, 8th Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Quezon City, at
applicant shall present its evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, pplicant
shall publish this notice once In a newspaper of general circurati~ in the
province of Cebu and serve by personal delivery or registered mail Ii copy of
the (j) application and its attachments, and (il) this notice, to all alfected
parties appearing on page 2 hereof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must fiie thei~ written
opposition supported by documentary evidence on or before the aboVl! sched-
uled date of hearing, furnishing a copy of !he same to the applicant.

Faiture on !he part of any person affected to file its opposition on ~ and
to appear at the hearing will be construed as a waiver of their right to be heard.
The Board will proceed to hear and decide the application basedln the
evidence submitted.

Ukewise, failure by the applicant to appear at the hearing shall unt to
lack of interest on Its part and the instant application shall be dismissed
accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the National Water Rlultes
Board this 14th day of February 2023.

• By AuthOrity of the Boa :

Or. SEVILL~VlD, Jr., CESO lit •
Executive Director

RepUblicof !he Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

NATIONAL WAlER RESOURCES BOARD
8th Floor NIA Bldg., EDSA, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 11

CEBU MAHARLIKA DEVELOPMENT
MANAGBENTCORPORATION,

Applicant case No. 23-353:---------------x
NOTICE OF HEARING

This is an application for Certificate of Public Convenience to operate and.main-
tain a waterworks system within Palmas Verdes SUbdivision, Barangay l'bok,
Mandaue City, province of Cebu, with the following proposed rates:

PROPOSEDTARIFF

;::: 1 N!sJ .:t.r
•. 11,..."
"
This applicationwill be initiallyheard by the Board on 20 t.Wch 2023. The hearing

will start at 9:00 0' clock In the morning at the NWRB-WUD Conference Room,
8th Floor, NIA Building, EDSA, Qutlzon City, at which time applicant shall P~its
evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduted hearing, applicant hall
publIShthISnotice once", a newspaperof general CIrculation10 the province of
and serve by personal delrvery or registered maita copy of the (ij application and its
attachments, and (ii) this notice, to all affected parties appeanng on page 2 heieof.

Parties opposed to the granting of the application must file their written opposjoon
supported by documentary evidence on or before the above schedule(j'dat~ of
heanng, furnishing a copy of the same to the applicant.

Failure on the part of any person affected to file its opposition on time and to
appear at th~ hearing will be construed as a waiver of their right to be heard. fhe
Board will proceed to hear and decide the application based on the eviderce
submitted.
. Likewise, failure by the af>PIicantto appear at the hearing shall amount to ;.J of
mterest on its part and the Instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.

Witness the Honorable Executive Director of the NationalWater Resources Board
this 25th day of January 2023.

By AuthOrityof the &:>ard:

Dr. SEVlLL~V1D, Jr., CESO III'
Executive Director

Affected Parties:
The Secretll(y
Sangguniang Panlungsod, Mandaua City, Cebu
The Barangay Chairman
Barangay Iabok, Mandaue City, Cebu
The Homeowners Association President
Palmas Verdes SubdiviSion,Barangay Tabok, Mandaue City, Cebu
~~~~atv~WIS~ allanes-
lapu-Lapu Sis., Cebu City~ (REMATE:Feb. 28, 2023)L
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