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More support needed
for PH carbon cut

DEPARTMENT of Environment a1:||d
Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary
Antonia Loyzaga on Monday called
for a whole-of-society approach to
accelerate the decarbomzauon of
industries.
The country’s commitments in the
Nationally Determined Cmmbuuqn
(NDC) and the Paris Agreement can
only be achieved if all stakeholders
work . together by using nature-based
solutions for carbon reduction as the
primary strategy in achieving net-zero
'L'he Phlhppmes ;)ledged to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 per-

cent by 2030 under the NDC, while it |

committed to help limit global warming

to less than 2°C under the Paris Agree-

ment of the United Nations Framework

. Convention on Climate Change. |

“Every fraction of a degree counts,
And so, we must all work together to
achieve what we must envision as our
common aoal&uaaafeandsmnablq
planet,” Loyzaga said. Rio N. Araja ,
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Include sustalnabllity

in business practlces,
DENR urges 1ndustrles

bl hy.l'gISantns-' e s

engaged in agriculture and manufac-
turing, to integrate sustamablhty in all
aspects of their business as their contri-
bution to environmental protection,
Durmg her speech at the launching
of the Philippine Actmm Plan for Sus-
tainable Consumption and Production
(PAP4SCP) on Feb. 13, the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) chief said that the country’s in-

adequate solid waste management sys-

tem has been challenged by the parallel

effects of being an international hub for 3

manufacturing and production, as well
as i?creés_ed consumptif:m.

The Philippines’ cur;rent production
systems according to | |Loyzaga, have
become “not sustamable i

“We are consuming and disposing
more quickly and far more than our
environment can suppdrt. putting our

~ future at risk,” she said,

y :om:alental impact as well as goods and

Loyzaga said compahjes must work
together on mtegratlng sustainability

into all aspects of the supply chain, not-
ing that “all have a stewardship role in
terms of protecting our environmentand

natural resources, and th;ls responSIblhty
is not solely the DENR’s.”

“The sustainable production and

consumption policies we design must
therefore be trans-disciplinal, time-
sensitive, and spatially targeted in order
for them to be transformational,” the
DENR chief said. ' -

Sustainable production entails cre-
ating commeodities with a little envi-

services that cate
the present witho

‘Loyzaga state

- production mode

between economi
and responsibili
protection. '
Developed by
and DeVeIopmenf}
the assistance o
Bank, the PA_pz.sc
ing framework at

DENR SECRETARY MAR)

A ANTONIA YULO LOYZAGA

‘to the requireméntsz'. of

ut endangering the usage
of future generaty

ons, she pointed out, .

d that the sustainable
must strike a balance

¢ growth, social equity

Y, and environmertal

the National Econornic
Authority (NEDA) with
the Asian Development,
P will serve as a “guid-

the national level to lead

sustainable behaﬁFor’s and practices across

sectors and at ailir evels of government.”

Cam e s e ;L ¢

A



o e E—.

= STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATION UPPER PAGE 1 BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON
AND STORY STORY

---*-""”‘“""" INITIATIVES ToWER
m...-—.-f SERVICE or. -
L2-Z
— DATE

ang direksiyon ng DENR ay

a -g, atadapﬂﬁonnghan;a
sa climate ehange Blmg-

agong { ay ng _
muling pagpapatibay ng  Directors, Office at - choices &

pangako na tuparin ang  Regional Executive Directors  sions we ma n gned with the
mandato sa _ itan-  pagdi | years wi [ prof ouncement regardir g
ng pagpapatuloy ng mga - thenexus beb.veen cﬂmaz

of our country. We need to |
make this | continue
‘and make itresilientand sus-  for pur cou
mnab!e"saaﬂmmyzagasa | Loyraga.

y nsa kayPangulong For-

rams, ‘and pvol'icres are’

- Nagsilbi ring daan ang
- programa para sa DENR's
Reprogramming Workshap.
kung saan ay muling binua
ang Programs, Activities, and
Projects (PAPs) ng 16 na ra-
hiyon para sa 2023 uparg
matiyak na nasa direksyon
ito ng administrasyon ng Pa-
© ngulo atng Philippine Deve-
bpmnt Plan para sa 2023-

Kabifang 82 mga nagawa
ng DENR noong 2022 ay ang
pagtatatag ng national natu-
ral resource geospatial dati-
base at mobilisasyon ng P2
bilyong karagdagang pondo
mula sa development par-
ners para sa nature-based sc-
lutions, climate action, at pre-
parasyon para sa carbon et
biodiversity credii markets.

Inalitdin ni Loyzaga naang
sa ilalim ng kanyang pa-

“mamahala, ang DENR ay
magiging fransparent al par-
icipatory kung saan ang mga

1 stakeholders ay maaaring
_ makipagdayalogo sa de-

partamento tungkol sa kani-
Iang mga plano, programa a
pq!lsu a.

5Inab1 panito na ang de-
partamento ay magiging
trans-disciplinary at magka
karoon ng ‘holistic approach
Sa mga programa &t istrale-
hiya nito. - :

Idinagdag ni Loyzaga ne
ang DENR mantra na “co-
mnershq: and comimon bu

'a{%aa pagprotekia ng

mwanamento
Ginanap din sa pagdiri-
wang ang oath taking ng ba-
.gong halal at lalagang cpis-
- yal ng DENR Association of
Career Executives (ACE) ka-
‘bilang na ang bago nitong
nasi Undersecretary
for Finance, Information Sys-
* tems and Climate Change
* Analiza Rebuelta-Teh, Ang
mga third-level na empleya-
‘dong DENR na Career Exe-
cutive Service Officers at
‘Career Executive Service
Eligibles ang bumubuo sa
korporasyon na DENR-ACE.
 Mula nang manungkulan
bilang kalihim, ipinahayag ni
Lnymga :ang kanyang layu-
nin na magkaroon ng ethi-
cal, collaborative, efficient at
science-based management
ng kapaligiran atlikas na ya-
man ng bansa sa ilalim ng
kan?ang pamumuno.

l@ng nﬂs ninyo
‘malaman TAMANG
ON
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Masungi seeks PBBM
intervention

THE Masungi Georeserve Founda-
tion said it is seeking the intervention
of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to

address plans of the Bureau of Correc- || il

tions (BuCor) to put up a facility in the
protected area.

Ann Dumaliang, Masungi Geore-
serce co-founder, quoted by ABS-CBN
News, said “we hope for our president’s
intervention, (DENR) Secretary Yule’s
intervention.” - '

Their plea comes after the BuCor

announced its plans to put up its head-

quarters, training centers and housing
facility in the Masungi Georeserve,
alarming environmentalists,

Department of Justice (DOJ) Secre-
tary Jesus Crispin Remulla earlier clari-
fied that the facility plan is not yet final.

But for Dumaliang, facing these is-
sues is already affecting their work on
the georeserve, particularly on their
efforts in reforestation, putting up live-
lihood programs, and other projects,
ABS-CBN News reported. She hoped
that the DENR would help them in their
efforts to conserve Masungi,
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HINDI lang ang mga Dumagat, na naninirahan sa bulu-
bundukin ng Sierra Madre na nasasakupan ng Rizal
at Quezon, na naglakad mula sa kanilang lugar patu-
ngosaﬂaynllaangnarﬁnikluhodumhﬂl gin ahg
pakikialam

ng Malskanyang sa ysapin kaugss)
Masungi Georeserve Foundation
Aligaga ang mga Dumagat dahil sa ng
Kaliwa Dam habang ang Masungi Georeserve ay da-
hil sa posibleng pagtatayo ng of s

mmunmgma&ugmngmw umiaba-
Ihnbamaysapam::wlngmm ka-
hoy. Hlmlha‘tangugatulh a mﬂnlm big

l'lllﬂl . ] ‘.=,.: I‘- '-,'._,! l-ll'lit ulﬂl‘ .: -
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Manila Bay in Pasay City. The thppine Reclamation Autho
reclamation projects of reclamation along Manila Bay’s coa

» Photo shows worker lamation area in

ity has at least 22 approved
tli q. Danny Pata |
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development of PH’s coastal, marine environment

By Mario B Casayuran

espite the tremendous bene-
Dﬁts that coastal and marine

regions have brought to the
daily lives of Filipinos, development
planning in the Philippines is still
predominantly land - focused.

Although the country’s maritime
territory is seven times as large as its
land area, there is no comprehensive
strategy in place that fully utilizes its
vast marine resources.

As such, the current trends in
coastal migration and human ac-
tivities on land, coasts, and seas put
pressure on the ability of marine
areas to sustain themselves.

These were the sentiments
echoed by Senate President Loren
Legarda, an environmentalist, and
Senator Cynthia A.Villar, chairperson

* of the Senate Environment, Natural

Resources and Climate Change Com-~
mittee, who filed Senate Bill 1342 and
Senate Bill 126, respectively.

Their measures seek to adopt
;integrated coastal management as
-amational strategy to ensure the
- sustainable development of the
country's coastal and marine en-
vironment and resources, as well
“as the connectivity of terrestrial

‘«and marine biodiversity, social and
- ecological systems, and the differ-

ent human activities that take place

* there.

Legarda said her measure seeks
to encourage the most effective
use of resources and sustainable
development of coastal and marine

_ areas. ~

She emphasized that the man-
agement and protection of our
coastal environment should be of
utmost concern.

SENATOR LOREN LEGARDA

As an archipelago of more than
7,100 islands, the Philippines contains
enormous coastal and marine areas
and fis recognized as a global hub for
marine species.

The country's coastline spans
more than 18,000 kilometers, and its
coastal waters have an area of 266,000
square kilometers, with most major
cities located within ten to twenty
kilometers of the coastline.

Coastal environiments are among
the most productive and biologically
diverse landscapes known to man.

Firstly, ecosystems such as man-
grove forests, beach forests, and sea-
grass beds are crucial for managing
disaster risk and mitigating the effects

of chmate change. They operate as a

natural barrier against storm surges
and coastal erosion, hence reducing
the adverse effects of natural coastal
hazards on property damage and hu-
man life.

iﬁddiﬂonaily, they act as carbon

SENATOR CYNTHIA VILLAR

sinks to lessen climate change and as
homes for fish with significant eco-
nomic value.

Secondly, these coastal areas sig-
nificantly contribute to our economy.
Mot only are they important sources
of food, minerals, and raw materi-
als, but they also help boost leisure,
sports, and other social, cultural, and
tourism-related activities.

Fishing, maritime transportation,
tourism, coastal mining, and offshore

_pil and gas development are examples

of marine-related economic activities

that conmderably boost our country's

Eross domestic. pmduct and sustain

elihoods and job cptlons for coastal

n:sn:lents

Despite the tremendous benefits
that the coastal and marine regions
have on the daily lives of Filipinos,
development planning in the country
is still predominantly land-focused.

The Philippines' maritime terri-
tory is seven times as large as its land

are

a, yet there is no comprehensive

strategy in place to utilize our vast
marine resources sustainably.

Villar said the current trends in

coastal migration and increasing
human activities on land, coasts and
seas exert pressure on the sustaining

cdjf

pacity of marine areas as well as

amplify the risks of environmental
degradation, destruction of vital

CO%

astal habitats, loss of marine bio-

logical diversity, and deterioration of

tion of mechanisms to. ade:e

Lolv

bil

sy
ac

ex]

_near shore water quality.

“7The bill promotes the formula-

nnectivity of terrestrial and marine
diversity, social and ecological
stems and the different human
livities taking place therein,’ she
plained.|

Apart from its goal of sustainzble

development, the bill aims to achieve

fo

pd security, poverty alleviation,

gender equality, respect for sustain-
able traditional resource rights of

Indigenous peoples, and to reduce
vulgierability to climat= change, and
human induced and natural .haz—
ards.
illar said the salient provisions
of her bill include, among others: the
cregtion of a National Coordinating
Cothmittee on Integrated Coastal
Mapagement (ICM), composed of
able representatives of relevant gov-
erninent agencies and stakeholders,
primarily mandated o formulate,
institute and implement a National
1CM Framework; the coordination
on ICM matters at the regional, pro-
vingial and city/munic'pal levels; the
profmotion of ICM best practices that
may be emulated by LCDs; the grant
of incentives for LGUs that exhibit
exemplary performance in the de-
velopment and implementation of
thejr respective local ICM plans; the
consistency of Local 1CM Plans and
National Programs and Plans with
the| National ICM Framework; and
the|delineation of the roles of LGUs,
thelcivil society and the private sec-
tor|in the implementation of ICM
programs.

“The adoption of ar [CM is within
the| objectives, provisions, scop-
ingiand principles of the Philippine
Strategy for Sustainabls Development
(PSSD), as well as of the actions and
agreements adopted by the Philippine
Council for Sustainable Develop-
ment (PCSD) related to the pursuit

- of the abjectives of the Agenda 21 of

the| United Nations Conference on
Environment and Sustainable Devel-
oprhent (UNCED) and of such other
protocols and treaties to which the
Philippines has committed to abide,”
she emphasized.
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ment to re phcate natlonw1de the
successful [bamboo reforestation
projects at the Marikina Watershed,
‘which prov{ded livelihood to indig-
enouscomx.ﬁumtlesandhelpprevent
Metro Manila
' The 20-hectare Karugo and
10-hectare Puray bamboo proj-
ects in Montalban; Rizal are “ideal
. multi-agency collaboration that in-
. 'volves minimal budget” according
toPBIDCvice chairman Deogracias
Victor B. Savellano.

“Our best examples for bamboo
propagation are those in Puray and
Karugo. It’s something that's not dif-
ficult to do. I -is ajoint effort among
government, 'Rotary International,
Indigenous People, and the commu-
nity.It'sabeautifulmodel thatshould

'Thus, such replication can be it

Karugo pm}ects i .
The bamboo prop agules, ;

culms in eight years.
Nowthat Trade Secretary
Pascualhasreconvened PBIDC, Savel-
lanosaid the councilisnowcoordinat-
ingallbamboo projects and agencies,
nple—
mented in every town in the cou ntry
as what has been done by Savellano’s
former constituents in Ilocos S\Jr
PBIDC has adopted the Vion-

talban pm)ects for its own r:ol-

: BIDC Executi eD;recio: Bu h

Maﬂpung?,’qw he converger.ce
formula through consultation with
different agencies, we're able to en-
gageeverybody. Wehaveaninclusive
perspective; Our formula is to tap
different agencies’ xesources.

The lead collaborator is the D=-
partment of Envirohment and Nat-
ural Resources, which identified the
project site. Kilusang 5K tapped the
Philippine Bamboo F nundatrc n and
BambooProfessionalsInc.totrainon
bamboo propagation the IPs belong -
ing to the famahan ng Kawayan s»
KarugoAgri-FarmersAssociation an
Tribal Council Assn. of Puray Inc.

' Instead of planting hardwood
which takes 10 to 20 years to har
vest, bamboo was chosen, as it i
haryestable in three years, generat
ing income for the community.
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Maynilad's one million trees and more

EVERYMAN

. Byl\qelandrewT. Velasco

WHEN a group of environmentalists founded
the Million Trees Foundation, Inc. (MTFI) in
2021, their primary objective was to ensure
the sustainability of the Annual Million
Trees Challenge initizted by the Metropolitan

Waterworks and Sewerage System  to
rehabilitate six critica! watersheds. :

‘Beyand  this, however, is MFTI’s
commitment to support the government’s
Enhanced National Greening Program to
| arrest a| major environmental concern in the

| country—deforestation,

Simply defined as the clearing of forests by

humans, deforestation destroys the habitats of
important species, disrupts weather patterns
and the water cycle, ard contribuites to climate
change. _

An average of 20 typhoons enter the

Philippine area of responsibility annually and

- the country has witnessed flooding,.mudslide,
destruction of property, and even loss of lives
because of these tropical cyclones.

Tree-planting has become more urgent to
address deforestation.

‘When tropical stonn Paeng (international

name Nalgae) battered the country in
November last year, President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. pushed for iree-planting to prevent
future flooding.

He added it is rot just to save the

as decreasing air pollution, improying soil and
water conservation capacity, increasing forest
coverage and enhancing forest ecosystems,
reforestation also has economic and health
benefits. !

From 2015 to 2020, forest cover increased
By 3,03 perentiy o g o | :

For a successful refomehm:[" ion program,
collaborative effort between the government
and private sector is essential. - |

And, being an environmentalist, I am
happy that many from the private sector are
committed to help re-green the country.

MTF1 has forged ties wi h different
~agencies including: the concessionaires of
"MWSS to reforest denuded watersheds
essential to the water supply 'Pf the metropolis
and neighboring provinces. | ml

In 2007, West Zone concessionaire

Maynilad Water Services, Inc, was re-
privatized. § | | .

Its concession area consists of the cities
of Manila (certain portions), Quezon City
(certain portions), Makati (west of South
Super Highway), Caloocan, Pasay, Parafiaque,
- Las Pifias, Muntinlupa, Valenzuela, Navotas

~and Malabon all in Metro Manila; the cities
of Cavite, Bacoor and Imus, and the towns

- of Kawit, Noveleta and Rosario, ql in Cavite

‘Province. = Sk :
__In the same year, it launched & Plant for
Life watershed reforestation program.

Plant for Life is Maynilad's environment

environment but also to save lives. n stewardship program or'igipally&ihjgd to
Aside from its env1ranmenml benefits such .re@'_l_‘es'i A watﬁnsheﬂs % g Jt B8 and

Recently Maynilad planted its one m 1lionth
tree at the La Mesa Watershed ir Quezen City.
‘The activity was wimessed by LIWSS
Administrator Engr. Leonor Cleofas and |
Maynilad P’resident Ramoncito Fernandez
along with Department of Environment and
Nfitural Resources NCR Assistant Regional
JDlmctm for Technical Engr. Ignacio A lrnira,
L.

Through Maynilad’s Plant for Life program
around 755.3 hectares have been plante | with
indigenous trees to include narra, cup ang,
acacia, alibaigbang, apitong, arid mangroves.

Likewise, it enabled Maynilad o reducs its
carbon emissions by around 25.000 tors per
year.

Maynilad and the other companies in the
MVP Group are ramping up their refores ion

_Wh V Initiatives to aitain ‘net-zero carbon’ by /040,
Maynilad actively supported the program. Maynilad is also an institutional Jp-mner

Today, it has evolved into a multi-site of MTFL It supported the consiruction of
reforestation and afforestation | program the Million Trees Nursery and Eco Leacning'
\_vhos;: coverage includes the areas along the Center.
coastlines of Laguna Lake and Manila Bay in Informatioa about environment protection
Cavite and Muntinlupa. ' programs are featured in a kiosk dedicared for

“One of the best steps we can take to Maynilad inside the nursery compound.
Pprotect our water sources is to plant trees on Maynilad hes been steadfast in its support
denud_ed lands. Trees hel_p with the sail’s water  to MTFL the most recent was a Phpl-million
retention, thus preventing the soil erosion institutional support.
that r:auses_1 high turbidity levels in our raw
water supply,” Maynilad President and CEQ (The author is a book author who has
Ramoncito S.. Fernandez said. - at least 40 tit'es to his credit. He is alsc the

. Maynilad’s watershed monitoring activities president of thz Million Trees Foundation In-.,
were also intensified, thereby boosting {the a non-government outfit championing tree

surywa]- rate Offl’e P‘iﬂntod t_m.js' | p’mﬁ:ﬂg m’m”mw&rj}]&‘}gyg zf}

AR

La Mesa, HEaR I
When AMTC was launched in 2017,
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ng mmﬁ tﬂ tublg pangkubeta.
na ng gobyerno ang gmawa India. Isang
_ ang pamuinuan ng India ng inidoro

bmaa aabawal hay. ltinuro sa mga ina. ng an kung
gaano kﬂagg;y kﬁm imburnal, at

. Bakit ang ina? Siya, ‘nag-aasikaso
mm kasama ang , tubig at

nghdnangmgasaldhu atcholera.
ang mga bata (kasabay ng pamumudmod ng
a -ang buhay ng rnamamayan.
-~ Taon  pa sinabi na ng Phllippine ission ni
: o aﬂ.hﬂm gumma pwwtmm inuming tubig
ng Department = at anal nang 1sm Icnsus
and Nut.rral Mws atmiga lokal na f :

mo ang watersheds. Makinig 52 Sapol, Sabado, 8-10 n3 umaga, DWIZ (822 A1,
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Carbon credlts A con ested
tool to fight deforesta ion

By MATHILDE DUMAZEF

ARIS, France (AFP) — Plant-
ing trees or safeguarding
tropic:tl rainforests have
become popular tools for
companies seej;ing to offset their
carbon emissions and proclaim their
commitment to the environment.
However, reL:ent scandals have
cast a shadow over the carbon credit
industry, revealing a landscape rife
with opportunities for greenwash-
ing.
Walt Disney, JP Morgan Bank and
other major corporations have been
accused of purchasing carbon credits
from forest pr:?ection projects in

areas that were not actually at risk |

of deforestation }
Separately, a company respon-

sible for managing 600,000 hectares |

of land in the United States has re-
portedly earned $53 million over the
past two years from carbon credits
that did not significantly zlter its
forest management practices,

None of these projects seques-
tered carbon beyond that which
would have been absorbed by trees
through photosynthesis in a busi-
ness-as-usual scenario. _

Still, companies counted the
resulting carbon credits towards

their own reduction targets, al-

lowing them to | offset emissions
écounting of their
operations.

Leaders and experts from around
the world will gather in the Gabo-
nese capital lel}ev:lle on March 1
and 2 for the One Forest Summit.

Co-presided Hy France and Ga-
bon, the meeting will focus on im-
proving financial instruments aimed
at protecting the world's forests.

Carbon credits are already widely
used. According to various esti-
mates, the number of tons of CO2
they represent (with one credit
equivalent to one ton) could increase
tenfold by 2030, to around two bil-

. lion tons.

“The risky asﬁfct of the carbon
credit market is that it is not self-

‘regulating,” said Cesar Dugast from

French environmental consultancy
Carbone 4, in an interview with AFP,

“E %ryone has an interest in
zing the quantlty of carbon
t enables the project devel-
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opers to spread the total cost oven a
maximum number of credits, offelf-

_ing a lower cost to buyers.”

interest in the proliferation of proj-
ects,” he added.

In mid-January, The Guardian,
Die Zeit and an NGO revealed that
more than 90. percent of project
certified by leading verifier Verta
for forest conservation under the Ul'Ll
program to reduce deforestation and
forest degradation (REDD+) were
likely "ghost credits" that did not

 “Even the certifiers have 1
0

- represent “real emissions reducr—

tions.”

Verra’s CEO, David Antonioli,
rejected these findings, argumg
that “REDD projects are not somp
abstract concept on a piece of paper;

| they represent real projects on th

ground that deliver life-affirmin
benefits.”

Carbon credits under debate |
After the story came out, the
price of nature-related carbon
credits has dropped, according to
Paula Van Laningham, global head
of carbon at S&P Global. |
The revelations about REDD+
projects have sparked a wider de-
bate about the entire carbon credit

| system.

“Are the projects themselves

'good vehicle for carbon finance in

a way that actually leads to a just

transition? Probably both yes andll

no,” she told AFP.

markets?” Donna Lee co+founder of
Calyx Global, an independent rating
agency for carbon pmjectb told AFP.

“We then lock at how the base-
line was set anil what would have
happened in the absence of the
project.”

| The core issue with initiatives
aimed at halting deforestation is the
challenge of proving that deforesta-
tion would have occurred without
the funding.

“We look at patterns|of defor-
estation in the region... allot of sci-
entific studies show that| there are
certain things like: roads, population,
distance to the forest edge, that are
often associated with dEforesta
tion,” Lee said. '

Above all, the comp mes that
buy these credlts should be “more
transparent” by clearly indicating
where credits are: sourced and how
they reduce their own emissions,
she said.

| “We need to move from a men-
tality of compensating to a mindse!
of contributing,” said Dugast from
Carbone 4 J
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Far-#eachmg UN treaty a must té cut

| global plastzc use - expprts |

PARIS: Only a bold and ambitious UN treaty
with sweeping reft-rms of the entire plastic life
cycle can stem the world’s waste crisis, experts
said Monday. | '
Even if measures thought to have the greatest

potential for reducing plastic consumption are
implemented, they would still fail to prevent a
substantial rise in plastics production and use, they
warned in a report. |
 * Ayear ago 175 nations agreed to end plastic pol- -
[ution by crafting a binding UN treaty, which could
come into being as soon as the end of 2024.

- Among the key actions under negotiation are a
global ban on single-use plastic items, a"polluter
pays"scheme, and a fax on new pia.frtic Producﬁon

But even with these policies, there is a “consider-
able” possibility the treaty“will be too weak to bend .

the consumption curve downward;" the authors said
in astatement. '

On current trends, plastic use will nearll double
from 2019 across G20 countries by 2050, réaching
451 million tons each year, according to the report,
jointly produced by Economist Impact and The Nip-
pon Foundation.

In 1950, only two million tons of piastlc
produced worldwide.

“The findings highlight the level ofambitisn
and the sense of urgency needed at the negot[atmn
table;” co-author Gillian Parker told Agence France-
Presse (AFP). [

‘Not an nmposs’ble problem’

The report modaled the t ree policy approaches
— all under discussion at the UN talks -— cover-
ing the entire life cycle of plastic, from produc-
tion to disposal. :

A global bar n unnecessary single-use plactics,
including plastic sachets, cotton buds and balloon
sticks, would by 2050 slow the growth in plastics
consumption by only 14 percent.

So-called extended producer resporsihility
schemes, which put the onus on the industry
barely dent the projected in¢rease in plastic use,
reducing it from 451 to 433 million tons.

And even a substantial tax on “virgin” pla-tic

Juld

 resin, the raw material for making plastics, would
only shave 10 percent off the baseline projection
outto2050.

Combined implementation of all three mea-
sures would still aFIow plastic consumption tn

“grow by a quarter,

Even these madéquate measures face stiff
headwinds: producers, retailers, industry bodies and
consumer groups are likely to oppose some or al of
them, according to the report.

“Industry has been very clear in saying they do
not think taxes are productive,’ said Parker.

Manufacturers are even less enthusiastic about
production cuts.

Recyding, the~reqor( showed, has not lived up to

expectations, even if it remains part of the solution.
It like “closing the door after the horses bolted,”
said Parker. '
Itis more efficient to intervene at the |
of the plastics pipeline than at the end,
throwing everything away, she suggested. =~ =
Many countries lack the infrastructure to
handle the scale of plastic waste generated |
and it remains cheaper to produce virgin
plastac than recydle it.
Parker and her team, however, are snll timistic.
“This is not an impossible problem,” she said,
With the right binding and enforceable jnterven-
tions and economic incentives, plastic pollution is
“solvable” | AFP
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