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Binay seeking -
probeonplan
‘touse Masungl

By Mamn Hanios—Araneta

ﬁEN Nancy Bmay has soughta Serr-
‘ate investigation into the reported
plan of the Bureau of Correctljons ¢
~ (Bu€or) to build and transfer its =
- headquarters--including the New"‘;," »
Bxlxbyd Pnsms (NBP)--at Masungn:
Geore.sgrve éﬂ.ecotourlsm and con-
servation site in Tanay, Rizal. It
While the initiatives of the Bu-
| Cot to have new headquarters and
| g for its personnel are rea-
i e, Binay stressed that it is
portant to weigh the possible -
‘ consequences of building its #ew ;i
| headquarters in the said area as it . -
- may affect the country’s environ-. .
gcnt and tourism industry. |. SR
The Masungi Georeserve is a con-

ﬁ?mﬁmaﬁd arustic rock garden

d in the rainforests of Rizal.

‘In 2019, it has received interna- .
tional recognition for its sustainable ..
tourism practices at the Annual World
Tourism Organization Awards.

Binay said scientists from the Na-
tional Museum of the Philippines
previously noted that developing the
relocation site will have expensive
consequences for the environment,

In her proposed Resolution No. 495,
Binay cited the need for a thorough
study on the BuCor plan. = i
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Not sure what good “tree huggmg ngs
to the environment. But | would love to know

BENE’Sactrons and voice on the Masungi
Geomsewe, Philippines being tagged as the

MNo. 10ocean plastic polluter, mining in Sibuyart

land, etc. Where isthe DENR&ecretdry’
&retchenho : I
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NEWS IN A FLASH

TOURISTS try a spider web-style viewing platform during a visit to the Masungi Georesarve in Baras,
Rizal yesterday. The Masungi Georeserve is a conservation area and a rustic rock garden tucked in the
rdlnfﬂres!s of Rizal. Sen. Nancy B’nay has sought an investigation on the reported plan of the Bureau of
Corrections to build a facility at the Masungi Swmﬂe that she said may af
taurism in the cnllm!y (Arnold Quizol) :

i =

(_:1 the environment and
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A Bevarderfook oy sy

kltchen Iutensds——watchdog

Mfoswrllm MAYUGA
- ¥ @jonimayuga

LOCAL toxics watchdog

_on Sunday raised coricern
over the detection of bro-
mine in some black plastic cutlery
and kitchen utiTnsi'ls being sold in
Metro Manila. |
According to the group EcoWaste
Coalition, theitemsmay containbro-
mine,acomponentoftoxicbrominat-
ed flame ret. nt (BFR) chemicals
linked to a number of adverse health
effects such as qterfere:nce mth the

a test buy condncted by the-_ oup

‘In fest “buys conducted fro
Febrwflg to 21, the EcoWaste f
Coalition collected 45 assort: ad.
cutlery and kitchen utensils sold
inretail storesin Caloocan, Manila
and Quezon Cities. Items made of
black plastic were chosen as other
studies have found BERs in such
products.

Among the items purchased and
checkedforbromine contentusinga
X Ray Fhmrescente (XRF) analyz

cluding a slotted turner (with
864 ppm), ladle (482 ppm), qnd
a soup ladle (236 ppm).« [ |
I most cases, bromine was

tected along with antimony (a com-
ponentofantimonytrioxidewhichis
acommonflameretardantsynergist)
as well as lead (a heavy metal ad;.h
tive or a contaminant). I
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'were black plasticladles, skimmers,

spaghettiservirs, spatulas, turners,
spoons-and others. -

Based on the XRF screening
results; samples of big and small
reusable black plastic spoons had
27,170 and 2,225 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) of bromine, respec-
tively, while a small soup ladle
had 1,758 pptm. ‘A disposable
black plastic spoon contained
139 ppm of bromine.

Also, 10 black plastic kitchen
utensils were found to contain
119 to 864 ppm of bromine, in-

“The detection of bromine/in
somecutlery and kitchen utensils |

being sold locally'is a red flag,”
Aileen Lucero, National Coordi-
nator, EcoWaste Coahtlon sdid
in a statement. '
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4iY OF DENR

THE Department of Environment and Natural Resources has turned over two trash traps o Barangay Lapasan and Barangay Buntod in Cagayan te Oro City recantly to address the oioblem of

garbaga fiowing into riveirs and seas.
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Residents and the local gdvern
ment of Brookb’s Pmri al-|
awan provim:el are. u rging. t

Corp. {INC) for cantinuhlg e} Dp
erate without a mayor's pe;
The pushback t‘rm €

0 conductan mmsmgaﬁon

; compansfsallegéd\dhm e

ml.ti NT@M :

|f"

8 t, sa;d lﬁiley have.
mesp;ons&;le" the

Benedito ]r emﬁ chcfa "the'a.' inj

mining firm: 1gnorfe&$ hm
and contmued ﬁ

uary, we sent a.nu:éa té Iinzg.i
them to stop: Lan&!ﬁnmdh}g,|
them that they need to ren
their permit,” Ben____ |saj
“Until now, they have submit- || usu
tedrequi:emengsgbﬁ”&"' rare |
still missing for their renewal
On Feb. 18, residents

NG |E.nvi’ronmental activis
Fent of ironment and N

. 1 City to oppose the éontmu
 Sibuyan Island in Romblon —mee.
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Mlsﬂoﬂe si President
Ferdinand “BBM" Mar-
cos, Jr. mnnp nagsabi na
| mahalaga ang ginagawang -
pmmsd. ga ng pama-

tdmgmmtbmsanda-:

labing natural forests ng

lot ng mala-delubyong bag-
yo ay nagbibigay ng diin sa

naisaayos
argrruanas:angkaguba‘hn
malapit sa mga baybayin at

makagawa ngmga tamang
proyekto na hindi.na tab-
lan ng mga malalakas na

 Ang g traedyang du-

Ang massive tree-plan-

hrﬁg activity sa ilalim nspﬂ ;

mamahala ng. gobyemo s;

; kanyang National Greenin

Program (NGP) ay maaarin
ipatupad sa coastal areas.
Ang mabisang paraan upang

protektahan ang mga siyu- .

dad mula sa nagngangalit na
storm surge, ay sa pamama-

~ gitan ngmangrove reforesta-

tion sa ilalim ng NGP. ‘.
Mula sa tinatayang
git 30 million hectares na ka

~ gubatan sa pagdating ni Fer

dinand Magelan noong taong

ng NAMRIA o ng National
Mapping and Resource n-
formation Authority.

ay umakyat ito sa 7.2 million

hecteres o pagiaas ng §.6%
dulot ng reforestation program
atpagpapmwadnganﬁﬂb-:

gal logging laws.

Ayon pa kay Pangulong -
BBM, sa kasalukuyar ay

puwedeng i-monetize ang
-+ forest cover, mayroon ilong

peso o dollar value na mala- -

ki ang maitutulong sa pag-

papauniad ng ekonnmly ing :

bansa.
Ang tinutukoy ng Panjilo
ay ang malaking pondr.lng

inilalaan ng mga. !unﬂmg'

agmuescpava h;apm{oimym

mental Program. -

programsﬁ:rhefomswm

tomngDE!iRoangDepem-

Pero sa pinakahuling tala

B United Mﬂﬂs Eﬂw rtnh« I
ﬁﬁmﬂi f’ﬂ-

f Envirorimen' and
; ,Resouroas 3

3t nito 2y ang aag—._
5 ng ig ang I'E\s;";:
e smgla-pmn[ access fo-1
a.i{waﬁment program -
‘nar aghihiga« ng mga ta-

_marig impormasyon &' ser-

isyo ukol sa foresiry nvest-
mer satinatayang 15 rilion
{ares na forestlands ng

Nakaugnay din ang sortal

53 financial and cradit
Mﬁesofpa'tm finanial’

katulad ng DBPo
Development Bank f the -

Philippines na suporiado
angimga agro-forestry plan-
taﬂ n program, 2{ maging
ilippine Crop Ir= rance
ration para sa pro-
yon ng mga panarim.: .

Kung nais ninyo
ap ang TAMANG
SYON
NG SERBISYO nl |-
SEF'.EIIQI‘U

00l Fan’!aaga ‘v |4
TAD 0 HILDA ONG” o0
lf‘hmkalimutaz e B
I-click ang saliteng
BSCRIBE", *LII(E"
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Philippine Amy
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GLOBALTUDYLISTSPHPHOVIGES AT

MOST RISK OF CLINATE DAAGE

By I(rbdﬂ Subingsubing |
@krixiasINQ |

Several Philippine provinces,
majority of them in northern
Luzon, are at most risk of dam-

age from extreme weather to

their buildings and other prop-
erty developments in about tw
decades, according to a new re-
port on climate risk.

According to the 2023 Gross

Domestic Climate Risk rank-
ing by the Sydney-based cli-
mate-change research firm The

Cross Dependency Initiative

(XDI), Pangasinan,

Pampan-
ga, Nueva Ecija, Cagayan and
Tarlac are the five most at-risk
provinces based on their aggre-
gated damage ratio (ADR)—or
the total amount of damage
to their built environment be-
cause of climate-induced disas-
ters such as ﬂoodlng and rising
sea levels.

XDI defines the damage ratio
as an indicator of the province's

annual average loss from extreme |

weather damage to property.
~ Metro Manila, Bulacan, Is-
abela, Davao del Sur and Leyte

at-risk provinces.
Together they join the 600

most vulnerable provinces out

of the 2,639 jurisdictions world-

rcn]nd up the rest of the 10 Most

| wide covered by the report.

. China tops list

{The study said that 8o per-
cent of the top 50 rost at-risk
states and provinces are in Chi-
na, the United States: and India.

The ranking als;o showed
that most of the states and
 provinces at highest risk of cli-
' mate disaster are economically

important to their countries
and to global trade.

Nine Chinese provinces, in-
cluding Jiangsu, Shandong and
Hebei, that account for more than
half of the country's economy

take up the top nine spots that -

are most likely to suffer trillions
of dollars in damage by 2050, as
natural disasters become more
extreme and frequent.

The coastal US state of Flor-
ida ranked 10th in the world.

But XDI's report is also the
latest among several studies
that have shown the Philippines’

vulnerability to climate change.

Justlast year, the Philippines
topped 193 countries around the
world in terms of disaster risk
from extreme weather and oth-

r climate-induced events.

T The report is based on global
climate models, combined with
local weather and environmen-
tal data and engineering arche-
types which are used to cal-
culate the damage to the built
environment from eight differ-
ent extreme weather hazards.

It aims to capture the risk
of extreme weather and climate

change on infrastruciure in
cmes, provinces and countries
around the world using consis-
tenta.u comparable metrics.-

Climate risk at an ecosys-
tem level was analyzed to see
the impacts of: climate: related
failures in power, water and
transpart infrastructure.

|XDI| said the countries on
the list need to acknowledge
their physical risks, take imme-
diate and effective measures to
adeﬁpt. and take climats risks
into comsideration when mak-

ing linvefnent decisions. o
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-;1ce for marn }Filiepmos is
| the holy grqlltm that cannot
| be mlssed out for most of

' wever, the much- _
of [the country to be self-sufficient
is still elusive at the present time.
Rice as a major ag Fultural crop
in|the Philippines contributes to
14| percent of the co‘t try's gross
domestic product, and by some es-
timates, there are 3.65 million rice
farmers. Still significant millions

Dr. Rodolfo Undan who was for-
merly the president of the Central
zon State Unwersnr'y (CLSU) and *

that the Philippines has the natu-
ral land and water resources, the
climate, the manpower, adequate
ge mplasm materials and the tech-
nological capabilities to be self-suf-

- now a full-time ncefaﬁmer believes

‘ficient and consequently, attain the

much-desired food security in this
staple crop. Self-sufficiency in this
context means enough food for the
population plus a buffer stock for
three months period. Food security
means a stable self- shffxmency, no
ned to import but mstead export
dy countries.

. |However, Dr. Undan explained
that for rice, there are priority limit-
ing factors that need to be addressed
to meet the target lrrlgatwn water,
energy, postharvest facilities, pric-

- suitable for efficient
this size, farmers ¢
utilize proper irrigatipn and highly

opportunltles and

and implementation conducive to

ing, and laws;pohql formulatlon

high productnnty There is also a ]

el
¥

sent},ments

‘with ﬁt Undﬁﬁi in :f-gi':?f,-ané

the advocacies that we are putting

forward is the amendment of the

' r agrarian reform l{aw tb expand land

coverage and allow £
up to 25 hectares of L

mers to own
nd to make it
farming. With
n put in and

mechanized farming technologies
including the much-needed post-
harvest facilities thatlead to better
neflts - in-

Speci f:caliy, j!
should consider

“easing the mﬁ sin

land cons.ohdg;twn-
and ownersh !ﬁ to
create opportmmttes
for better agrmultural
productivity by
farming larger tracts
of land and prowdmg -
farmers w:th the rtght
suppart |

W
creased productivity and income, .

access to credit and in the long
run reduction of poverty incidence
among farmer-beneficiaries.

We have elevated this recom-

© negd to view the problem wholisti-

ca ly by ]ookmg at the| entire supply

- mendation to House

Speaker Mar-

 slightly favoring the p
_ farmers. He said that the leaders in

. government should pr mulgate laws
that are advantageuusLto rice farm-

als

chain as well as apply the farm level

proven scientific metl
ing for increasing yields
guijded policies and 14

ods of farm-
. Some mis-
s, the lack of

good planning and the agricultural

fficult for the

bureaucracy make it d

are actually decades

- problems that cont_lnd

Dr. Undan sugge

e grain sector to flourish. These

p’f systemic
e to persist.
sts that the

government must consider the wel-

fare of all of the stal

ers and farmers in gen

teholders but
-aducers - the

ral. It should

- land and providing f

help set a minimum farm gate

tin Romualdez as part of our 48th

Philippine Business Conference

resolutions and we hope Congress
will consider and Joolg into it.

_Certainly, the weak agriculture
system in the country is driven by
the low productivity of farmers and
despite the implementation of the
comprehensive land reform law and

' various support S(.I‘U’ICGS, we con-

tinue to lag behind our neighbors
in ASEAN in terms of | idevelopment
Specifically, we should consider eas-

ing the rules in land consolidation

and ownership to create opportuni-
ties for better agncqltural produc-
tivity by farming I rger tracts of

3 rs with the
right support. And just hke the rice

. price of palay on wet b
. for ordinary variety a

good eating quality var
describes would inspir
‘to be highly productive

1sis at P20/kg
nd B21/kg for
iety, which he
ethe farmers
e not only for

palay production but also in other

foo needs

he Philippine Chamn

r of Com-

Jﬂme ce and Industry sh- res the same Agncu!ture and Rsﬁa
| ! It

mdustry of the Ph.tllpﬁmes it could

be a major game-c
that will lead us tow
economic reco_ver? a

(Dr. William S, Co iis
the Philippine Chambe

hanger sector
ard full socio-
nﬂ progress.

riFe chairman of
or of Commerce

and Industry (PCCI Jan r;’ director of th

om lttee :
i mittee).

CARTOON
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GSIS urged: Let retired
gov’t officials, workers pay
voluntary contributions

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

SENATE Minority Leader Aqui-
lino Pimentel 11T yesterday urged
the Government Service Insurance
System (GSIS) to allow elected
officials and their staff who have
retired to continue remitting volun-
tary conttibutions equivalent to 15
years so that they can qualify for its
pension program,

“I appeal for our local officials
and their staff who have served
nine years in government but
cannot qualify for the pension
program due to the 15-year mini-
mum service requirement under
Republic Act 8291,” Pimentel said
in a statement.

“I am saddened to learn that
there are so many elected officials
and public servants holding tempo-
rary and co-terminus status on the
national and local levels who would
retire without a retirement fund and
pension only because they have not
met the 15-year minimum service
requirement,” he added.

This as he noted the glaring
disparity between the term limit
of elected officials and the 15-
year minimum requirement of the
GSIS pension program that, he
added, seems to disregard the set-
vice rendered by elected officials
and their staff.

Section 13-A of RA 8291 states
that a member who retires from

the service shall be entitled to
retirement benefits provided he or
she has rendered at least 15 years
of service.

But Pimentel said that particular
provision of RA 8291 is unfair for
government employees and elected
officials who do not meet the mini-
mum number of years.

The 1987 Constitution pro-
vides that local officials such as
councilors, mayors, vice-mayors,
governors, vice-governors, and
congressmen can only be elected
for three consecutive terms or a
total of nine years.

Meanwhile, senators are elected
nationwide by qualified voters to a
six-year term and can serve for not
more than two consecutive terms
or a total of 12 years,

The President and the Vice
President on the other hand have 2
term of six years with no provision
for reelection.

“At the grassroots level, it is the :
local chief executives and members W
of the council who oversee and ad-
dress the welfare and interests of our
citizens, Without their conrribution,
development and local commerce
will not progress. I think we can at
least give them this consideration to
compensate for this critical role,” the
opposition senator said.

He said some of these officials
even leave high-paying jobs in the
pfivate sector to run for public office.



