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Binay seekin
probe on plan
to use Masungi
By Macon Ranios-Araneta

SEN. Nancy Binay has sought a Sen-
ate investigation into the reported
plan of the Bureau of Corrections
(BuCor) to build and transfer its. .._.
headquarters--including the evi""'
Bilibid Prisons (NBP)--at Mas ngi.
Georeserve, an ecotourism and con-'
servation site in Tanay, Rizal.

While the initiatives of the :Su-
Cor to have new headquarters and
housing for its personnel are rea-
sonable, Binay stressed that it is
important to weigh the possible
consequences of building its new
headquarters in the said area as it .:
may affect the country's environ- ' .. _
ment and tourism industry. ... --.~~.:..<.... j

The Masungi Georeserve' is a con-
servation area and a rustic rock garden
tucked in the rainforests of Rizal.

In 2019, it has received interna-
tional recognition for its sustainable
tourism practices at the Annual World
Tourism Organization Awards.

Binay said scientists from the Na-
tional Museum of the Philippines
previously noted that developing the
relocation site will have expensive
consequences for the environment.

In her proposed Resolution No. 495,
Binay cited the need for a thorough
study on the BuCor plan.
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Not sure what good "tree-hugging" brings
to the environment. But I would love to know
. DENR's actions and voice on the Masungi
Georeserve, Philippines being tagged fls the
No.1 ocean plastic polluter, mining in $ibuyan
island, etc. Where is the DENR secretary?
I@gretchenho

i'
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ALLTOGETHERN W - Tourists take the time to
exercise while 0 the spider web-style viewing
plattorm at the asungi Geo-Reserve in Baras,
Rizal, on Sunda , Feb. 26, 2023. Masu~gi is a
conservation are and rustic rock garde~ tucked
in the rainforest of Rilal. senator Nancy Binay
has asked the se ate to conduct a probe into the
reported plan of e Bureau of Corrections to build
a facility at the g a-reserve. (Arnold Q izol)
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Tourists visit Ma ungi Georeserve in Baras, Rlzal yesterday. The Masungl Georeserve Foulrldatlon re-
cently raised alarm after 20 Bureau of Corrections personnel went to the area with orders to conduct an
lnepectlon and security threat assessment. The Senate committee on tourism is set to InvEls:tigatethe
BuCor's plan to uild its headquarters In the reserve. . MICHAEL VARCAS~~~~~~~~--------------~~-------------------------~~~------------.-~~~~--
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ITOURISTStry a spider web-style viewing platform during a visit to the Masungi Georeserve in Baras,
Rizal yesterday. The Masungi Georeserve is a conservation area and a rustic rock garden tucked in the
rainforests of Rlzal. Sen. Nancy Binay has sought an investigation on the reportpd plan of the Bureau of
Corrections to build a facility at the Masungi Georeserve that she said may affect the environment and
tourism in the country. (Arnold Ouizol)---------------_.---_._-- .~
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Paglilipat ng
u -GiAOrll!~.lme_·--

pin -ga
NAGHAIN, ng resolusyon si Senador cy Binay na
naglalayong paiimbestigahan ang napault na plano
ng Bureau of Corrections na magtayo", baong ~ead-
quarters sa loob Masungi Georeserve RizaL

Inaatasan ng Senate Resolution No 495 ang Senate
committee on tourism na kanyang pinamu unuan uoanq
imbestigahan ang plano ng BuCor,

"The Masungi georeserve is a symbol of sustaitable
development and at the forefront of efforts to conserve, res-
tore, and improve the environment in the face of climate
change, which must be protected by the 9 vernment and
private sector at all cost," ayon kay Bina} sa resolution,

'While the initiatives of the Bucor to have a new head-
quarters and housing for its personnel is reasonaole, it is im-
portant to weigh the possible consequences of building its
headquarters in an Ecotourism site like the Masungi Ge re-
serve, which may affect the environment and tourism in the
country," dagdag ng senador,

Binanggit ni Binay sa resolusyon ang pahayag ni Ann
Dumaiang, co-founder ng Masungi GeoreserVe na naqsasa-
bing nakapaloob ang relokasyon ng BuCor sa maselang
limestone formation at kasama sa konserbasyon nan isina-
sagawa ng Masungi Geopark Project sa pagita" ng Masungi
Georeserve Foundation at Department of Environment and
Natural Resources, sa pamamagitan ng balido at binding
memorandum of agreement na nilagdaan ni dating DE;NR
Secretary Gina Lopez noong 2017,

Sinabi pa ni Binayang posisyon ng siyentipiko mula sa
National Museum of the Philippines na nagsasabing kaJag
ginalaw at ginawang relocation site ang lUgar, magkakaroon
ng matinding epekto sa kapaligiran,

Noong nakarang linggo, sinabi ni BUCoroflicer-in-Charge
Gregorio Catapang Jr. na nakatakda sHang magtayo ng ba-
gong, headquarter sa lupain sa Tanay, Rizal na sinasabing
nasasakupan ng Masungi Georeserve.

Ayon kay Catapang, bindi pagtatayuan ng New Bilibid
Prison ang 270 ektaryang Iupain coon.

Ipinalabas ng ahensya ang pahayag rnatapos manawa-
gan ang Masungi Georeserve na makiaiam si Presk19nt
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., Justice Secretary Jesus Crispin He-
mulla, at Environment Secretary Ma, Antonia Yulo-Loyzega
matapos magsagawa ng ocular inspection a 9 BuCar bileng
relocation site ng NBP sa lugar.

"The Geoeserve said that the BuCor personnel bore a
title for over 270 hectares in the name of the BuCor, while the
remaining 30 hectares were under the DENR," ayon sa 'e-
solution.

Ayon kay Catapang, "BuCor is the registered owner of
the property, and it "has all the right to conduct any activity in
the area, including the questioned ocular inspection."

Aniya, pag-aari ng BuCor ang ari-arian alinsunod sa
transfer certificate issued noong September 2006 sa ilalim ng
Presidential Proclamation 1158 ERNIE REYF.8
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FR§)U their percn in theSenat~i~ll~r\:/·~e~~:~!:m:~-
:~fir·~.I ..:~;~~~.!{~~
non ms.1 . "
-The Senate buildip.gitself, ...alon&l!th

nearby (;51S build~~~ big h~tels a~q ..\;<)
vention cetitets .•~ thevic;inity'~tari~;;p;Jlant;
reclaiineqfrom the s~a..Sincethe ~r~t recla"
marion Etoject in Mahila.;.Bay ~~ the~' "
.construct lhe Cultural C~ntef tO~ Wm ~""""i~q:.:.;~
pines, we Havewithessedfhe developm.efitd~';'
thousands ff" ~ecsa~~§of ,gc,:r ~all;e:;~~..·
Metro Manila and Metro Cebu, and man n

......bothered to questi9Il.;~~pr~cti~; .;
;.only when' carastfophic natural" s~s .ers

'"sltch .aS~f seti~~ ~.f~~?ie efuff~f}~f~~~'
\Turkiye ana Syria h:ppe~ do Flli\'~'9~.I~
governmerit 9ffidalsraise the'ala~m~n!l?r;~
el:lt constrlfction practices.' .
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'Many people ate still:una"r~~ ~!
2004 study by the Jap~n Intetnad i';

i Cooperatip~ AgftnfY 'Yhic~...said ¥~tl\~:t .X

M..anila wa1<lV-erd..ue f.O' r a m.a.gm t...•.u•.............a•................e.'
i
.'1'a. ·······1-;. earth uake,otthe~(:aig Qn~~~~

.~ ,),.: -.':<' i? \N'::-·

Lately, pr fessor Kelvin Rodblf'9, a
iexpett ingeblogy and envir0nmept~l.~?ience
soundedth.~'alat1l?- against b1lsines~;i{
merits inr~~i~~ati~n prottcts.~ ~~ .

•.citing unco~on risks ~utijas landsul)~~'
storm surges and tsuna~s1 a~d Q;fl~~',i:~~j;iil~:'i
iearthquakes.t Rodolfo-isa ptofeSSdr ~
versiry otIllinois in Chicago and2fas
the Gawad Bayani ngKalikasan in 20

The geologist recently~e~eweitpe;Pii
P34-billion Manila Waterfront City Rec
tion project, a joint yent:qfe agf<rem~i,

[ involves the reclamation and deve.topt:g:e
.318 hectares of foreshore and pff~ho#~·.
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j
land subsidence, oJrth~J enng of the~ .

fac closer to sealevel,delaye runoff fron
ah 'worSenedfloo8ir:lgatin t1
····0 nstruction companies
prq. t overshadows safety' ,

k. 'J ded by ~.~g~9l0gi~~~~~:. ;~rta~edpr ~~~,G1~~;t;i'
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areas could ~!SOspeedu13t4 Tompressl In:f~ll.{ i
the surface, resultiugill subs' lence.n;:c~~~.::r:~b~~~c:;~~~0'
tha4 those standing ollj;eCl' ed'land, in cases
of strong earthq~e~, .." ......'
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Age,cy.which saidMetro M ' was overd e for , -x-

ama~tu e 1.2 eat;thq,ttaR'e;.pthe HBigOrle3~,f'(i

·.·.;m~s t~a:a~~1 ~~~!~\clh~'~:{to~t~~eit~(·<
"ongoing MaIl;Ua~tty re:rlam~.'oIl;projec
thosi still to come. ' ..
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Beware of toxin in some plastic cuilery,

kitche utensils-watchdog
body's normal hormone functio s,
a test buy conducted by the grOlfP
revealed.

In test buys conducted from
February 19 to 21, the EcoWaste
Coalition collected 45 assorted
cutlery and kitchen utensils sold
in retail stores in Caloocan, Manila
and Quezon Cities. Items made of
black plastic were chosen as other
studies have found BFRs in such
products.

Among the items purcha sed a;
checkedforbrominecon. tent using
X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF) analyz r

By JONAT AN L. MAYUGA

'I @j nlmayuga

ALOCAL toxics watchdog
on Sun ay raised concern
over th~ detection of bro-

mine in some back plastic cutlery
and kitchen ut nsils being sold in
Metro Manila.

According to he group EcoWaste
Coalition, the ite smay contain bro-
mine,acompone toftoxicbrominat-
ed flame retardant (BFR)chemicals
linked to a number of adverse health
effects such as irtterference with the

eluding a slotted turner (w~th
864 ppm), ladle (482 ppm), clnd
a soup ladle (236 ppm).

In most cases, bromine was e-
tected along with antimony (a com-
ponentofantimonytrioxidewhic is
acommonflameretardantsyner st)
as well as lead (a heavy metal a i-
tive or a contaminant).

"The detection of bromine in
some cutlery and kitchen utensils
being sold locally is a red flag,"
Aileen Lucero, National Coor i-
nator, EcoWaste Coalition s id
in a statement.

were black plastic ladles, skim ers,
spaghetti SerVI~)~S,spatulas, tu ers,
spoons and others.

Based on the XRF screeni g
results, samples of big and small
reusable black plastic spoons had
27,170 and 2,225 parts per mil-
lion (ppm) of bromine, respec-
tively, while a small soup ladle
had 1,758 ppm. A disposable
black plastic spoon contained
139 ppm of bromine.

Also, 10 black plastic kitchen
utensils were found to contain
119 to 864 ppm of bromine, in-

II __ I
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PHOTOGRAPH COURTE1;V OF DENR
THE Department of En ironment and Natural Resources has turned over two trash traps to Barangay Lapasan a d 8arangay 8untod in Cagayan dl! Oro City recently to address the problem of
garbage flowing into riv rs and seas.
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Regional Updates
Brooke's Point fisherfolk say mining
operations killing their livelihood
THELIVELIHOODof at least 100 fami-
lies, mostly fisherholk, in the town of
Brooke's Point in Palawan have been
affected by mining operations, accord-
ing to a community leader.

"The fishermen who depend on the
sea lost their jobs. They were banned by
the mining company in the area where a
causeway was built as they said they have
applied for it; Job Z. Lagrada, a resident

and community leader from Brooke's
Point, said in Filipino via Messenger call.

Healso said that floodwater triggered
by rainsfrom a low-pressurearea in January
camewith laterite that drenched the homes
and livelihood of the residents.Laterite is
a roodishsoil of alumInum are,which he
claimed came from the mining operations.

"It was added up to the water of the
people and gradually became muddier.
This will start to weaken the income of
the community, especially the fishermen
in the upcoming years," said Mr. Lagrada.

On Friday, Brooke's Point local gov-
ernment officials and residents called
on the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) to issue a
cease-and-desist order against Ipilan
Nickel Corp. (lNC), citing that it does not
have a renewed mayor's permit.

Mr. Lagrada also said that the mining
firm did not conduct a public consulta-
tion for the "extended application" of
·its expired mineral production.sharing
agreement (MPSA).

INC, in a statement on Thursday, said
the DENRhas clarified that their MPSi\
did not expire and was instead amended
to comply with Republic Act No. 7942 or
the Philippine Mining Act of 1995.

Thecompany alsoclaimed that they
havealready "submitted the necessary
documents and complied with all lawsand
regulatiOns"for the mayor's pennit renewal.

Leon Dulce, campaign support and .
linkages coordinator of Legal Rights and
Natural Resources, said via e-mail that
"mining projects should be conscious
of how they can affect all resource-
dependent communities not only in their
direct impact areas but also along the
watershed wbere the impacts can floW."

'These include indigenous peoples,
small farmers and fisherfolk, and other
residents, other economic activities such
asagriculture and tourism, and the public
authorities that represent these stakehold-
ers," he said. - Sheldeen Jut TclIavera
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By Jane Bauti ta
and Jordeene 18. Lagare
@Team_Inquirer

Residents and the local g vern
ment of Brooke's Point i Pal
awan province are urgi th
Department of Enviro men
and Natural Resources ( ENR
to issue a cease-and-des' t or
der against Ipilan Nickel ining
Corp. (INC)for ontinuingo op
erate without a ayor's p mit.

The pushback from th com
munity comes two weeks afte
the people of Sibuyan Islan pro
tested the opera .ons ofAit Phil
ippines Mining Corp., whi h re
suited in an order from the EN
to conduct an investigationof th
company's allegedlviolatio ,

In a press btiefing on F iday
Brooke's Point Mayor Ce are
Benedito Jr. lamented ho th
mining firm ignored his rde
and con inued to operate.

"[In the] first week 0 Ian
uary, we sent n order tellin
them to stop and remi din
them that the need to 11 ne
their permit," Benedito said
"Unti now, they have su mit-
ted requirements, but m ar
still missing fo their rene al."

On Feb. 18, esidents s aged
a protest and barricade th
mine purportedly becauseresi-
dents "could not accept th t the

ING Environmental activ"sts pr t
ent of Environment and Natural '
uezon ity to oppose the conti
ibuyan Island in Romblo . -GRI

da, a f rmer and
t, said they have

irresponsible" the
any was and that
ontrol the laterite
the mountain.

ally ace pted'
s a rock and soil
on and al minum
under athering,
g high empera-
vy rainfall.
icade was done to
ing is not socially

rooke's Point. This
of the reaction of
ring thE!previous
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MISMONG si President
Ferdinand "88M' Mar-
cos, Jr. na ang nagsabi na
mahalaga angginagawang
pangangalaga ng pama-
halaan at non-governmen-
tal organizations sa nala-
labing natural forests ng
bansa.

Ang mga trahedyang du-

lot ng mala-delubyong bag-
yo ay nagbibigay ng diin sa
pangangailangan na isaayos
ang mga nasirang kagubatan
malapit sa mga baybayin at
makagawa ng mga tamang
proyekto na hindi na tab-
Ian ng mga malalakas na
weather disturbances.

Ang massive tree-plan-
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ting activity sa ilalim ng par 1521 ay nasa 6.8 million tee-
mamahala ng gobyemo sa tares na lamang ito nCia 9
kanyang National Greening taonq 2011 ayon sa da as
Program (NGP) ay maaaring ng NAMRIA 0 ng National
ipatupad sa coastal areas. Mapping and Resource tn-
Ang mabisang paraan upang formation Authority.
protektahan ang mga siyu- . Pero sa pinakahuling tala
dad mula sa nagngangalit na ay umakyat ito sa 7.2 miIlion
storm surge, ay sa pamama- hectcres 0 pagtaas ng 5.fi%
gitan ng mangrove reforesta- dulot 'l9 reforestationprogl'llm
tion sa ilalim ng NGP. at paqpapatupad ng anti·ille-

Mula sa tinalayang mahi- gal logging laws.
git 30 million hectares na kar Ayon pa kay Pangulong
gubatan sa pagdating ni Fer- BBM, sa kasa ukuyar ay
dinand Magellannoongtaong puwedenq i-monetize arg

o' forest cover, mayroon ilong
peso 0 dollar value na mala-
ki ang maitutulong sa lag-
papaunlad ng ekonomiya ng
bansa.

Ang tinutukoy ng Pan'~IJlo
ay allg mala king ponciong
inilalaan ng mga fund'pg
agen ciespara sa protek::;yon
ng kagubatan katulad ng ~r-
bon !link program ng UN :P
o United Nations Envi '~In-
mental Program

Base sa direktiba ni Fla-
ngulong BBM, may ini tan-
dang strategic plans and
programs for the forestry SHC-
tor ang DENR 0 ang Depart-

mei t of Enviro mer and
Natural Resou s

~

. hagi nito ay ar pag-
kak roon ng isa~g eal-.
tim ,single-pont ace s fo-
restrv tnvestrnent p _ am
na ~agbibigav ng rr a ta-
ma~g imporm syon ser-
bisyb ukol sa forestry 'esl-
ment sa tinatayang 15 ion
hectares na foresUa ng
bansa,

Nakaugna~ din an ~rtal
sa mga finarv 3 am! r_ it
facilities of pa ner fir nclal
insti utions ka !ad 9 BP 0
Development a k the
Philippines na sup, ado
ang mga agro-ferestr lan-
tation program, at n ging
sa P~hiliPPineC )P Insl ance
Cor oration a a s pro-
tek on ng mga an. -n.
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TINATAYANG nasa 20 ektarya sa kabundukan
ng Solsona-Apayao ang patuloy na nilalamon ng
'forest fire' na nagsimula noong Sabado ng gabi.

Ayon kay Solsona Vice Mayor Joseph de Lara,
hanggang sa kasalukuyan ay patuloy na inaapula
ang sunog sa nasabing kabundukan.

Kasama si Ilocos Norte Police Provincial Office
(INPPO) provincial director Gen. Julius Suriven,
nagtungo sa lugar si De Lara para alamin ang la-
wak ng pinsala ng sunog.

Nagsagawa na rin ng emergency meeting sina
Norte Gov. Matthew Marcos Manotoc, INPPO at
Philippine Army (PA) para rnatugunanang prob-
lema.

Kumukuha na rin ang mga awtoridad ng tubig
sa dam ng Pidding at Paoay Lake bilang aerial
response para buhusan ang nasusunog na kabun-
dukan, -

Kabilang sa mga rumesponde sa nasusunog na
kabundukan ang mga kagawad ng pamatay sunog
ng Dingras, Banna, Marcos, Nueva Era, Bacarra,
Laoag City, Batac City at Ilocos None Water Dis-
trict (INWD). (Allan Bergonia)

o
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o
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By Krixial Subingsubing
@krixiasIy....:Q=-- _

Several Philippine provinces,
majority Of them in northern
Luzon, are at most risk of dam-
age from extreme weather to
their buildings and other prop-
erty developments in about two
decades, according to a new re-
port on climate risk.

According to the 2023 Gross
Domestic Climate Risk rank-
ing by the Sydney-based cli-
mate-change research firm The
Cross Dependency Initiative

~ .1-1 ~~_

important to their countries vulnerability to climate change.
and to global trade. Just last year, the Philippines

Nine Chinese provinces, in- topped 193 countries around the
eluding Jiang!, Shandong and world in terms of disaster risk
Hebei, that acc unt for more than from extreme weather and oth-
half of the c untry's economy hclimate-induced events.
take up the to nine spots that The report is based on global
are most likelYiEosuffer trillions climate models, combined with
of dollars in d age by 2050, as local weather and environmen-
natural disast rs become more tal data and engineering arche-
extreme and fr quent. types which are used to cal-

The coastal USstate of Flor- culate the damage to the built
ida ranked ioth in the world. environment from eight differ-

But XDI's report is also the ant extreme weather hazards.
latest among \,several studies It aims to capture the risk
that have sho~ the F hilippines' of extreme weather and climate
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(XDI), Pangasinan, Pampan-
ga, Nueva Ecija, Cagayan and
Tarlac are the five most at-risk
provinces based on their aggre-
gated damage ratio (ADR)-or
the total amount of damage
to their built environment be-
cause of climate-induced disas-
ters such as flooding and rising
sea levels.

XDIdefines the damage ratio
as an indicator of the province's
annual average loss from extreme
weather damage to property.

Metro Manila, Bulacan, Is-
abela, Davao del Sur and Leyte

-Ii---

round up the rest of the 10 most
at-risk provinces.

Together they join the 600
most vulnerable provinces out
of the 2,639 jurisdictions world-
wide covered by the report.

China tops Ilist

I The study said that 80 per-
cent of the top 50 most at-risk
states and provinces are in Chi-
na, the United States and India.

The ranking also showed
that most of the states and
provinces at highest risk of cli-
mate disaster are economically

I
change on infrastruc tire in
cities, provinces and countries
around the world using consis-
tent and comparable metrics.

Climate risk at an ecosys-
terh level was analyzed to see
thJ impacts of climate-related
fai,ures in power, water and
transport infrastructure,

XDI said the countries on
the list need to acknowledge
their physical risks, take imme-
diate and effective rneas ures to
adapt, and take climate risks
into consideration when mak-
ing investment decisions. INQ
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be missed out for most of the advocacies t at l"Yeare putting
their meals find the most forward is the a ~n(jEent of the

i portant staple food at least for agrarian reform I wIt I expand land
Fi ipinos. It is not surprising that it coverage and allo f~rlmers to own
is he major crop of the Philippines up to 25 hectares of l~rid to make it
an it became a politicrl commodity.' suitable for efflci nt farming. With
H wever, the much-doveted desire this size, farme s c"n put in and
of the country to be self-sufflcient utilize proper irri ati n and highly
is till elusive at the present time. mechanized far ing technologies

Rice as a major agricultural crop including the m ch-needed post-
in the Philippines contributes to harvest facilities hat lead to better
14 percent of the country's gross opportunitiesa d benefits - in-
do estic product, ana by some es-
ti ates, there are 3'95 million rice
fa mers. Still significant millions
of abors are dependent on the rice..

Dr. RodolfoUndan, who was for-
m rly the president of the Central
Lu on State University (CLSU)and
no a full- time rice farmer, believes
th t the Philippines has the natu-
ra land and water resources, the
cli ate,the manpower, adequate
ge rnplasm materials and the tech-
no ogical capabilities to be self-suf -
ficient and consequently, attain the
m cb-desired food security in this
st ple crop. Self-sufficiency in this
co text means' enough food for the
po ulation plus a buffer stock for
th ee months period. Food security
mans a stable self-sufficiency, no
ne d to import but instead export
go d quality rice to needy countries.

However, Dr. Undan explained
t for rice, there are priority limit-
factors that need to be addressed
eet the target: irrigation water,

rgy, postharvest facilities, pric-
in , and laws/policy formulation
an implementation conducive to
hi h productivity. There is also a

I. ne d to yiew the problem wholisti-
ca ly by looking at the entire supply
ch in as well as apply the farm level
pr ven scientific methods of farm-
in for increasing yields. Some mis-
gu ded policies and laws, the lack of
go d planning and the agricultural
bu eaucracy make it difficult for the
ric grain sector to flourish. These
ar actually decades of systemic
pr blems that continue to persist.

Dr. Undan suggests that the
go ernment must consider the wel-
fa e of all of the stakeholders but
sli htly favoring the producers - the
fa mers. He said that the leaders in
go ernment should promulgate laws
th t are advantageous to rice farm-
er and farmers in general. It should
als help set a minimum farm gate
pri e of palay on wet basis at P2o/kg
fo ordinary variety and P21/kg for
go d eating quality variety, which he
de cribes would inspire the farmers
to e highly productive not only for
pal y production but also in other
foo needs.

he Philippine Chamber of Com-
me ce and Industry shares the same

IIIIr :

,Specifically 'f~
should con ider
easing the l~5in
land consol ddtion
and owners ip to
create oppo tunities
for better a ricultural
productivi by
farming lor er tracts
of land and providing
farmers wit the right
support.

creased producti ity and income, ,
access to credit and in the long
run reduction of overty incidence
among farmer-b neficiaries.

We have elev ted this recom-
mendation to Ho se Speaker Mar-
tin Romualdez as part of our 48th
Philippine Busi ess Conference
resolutions and e hope, Congress
will consider and ook into it.

Certainly, the weak agriculture
system in the co ntry is driven by
the low productiv ty of farmers and
despite the impl mentation of the
comprehensive la d reform law and
various support ervices, we con-
tinue to lag behi d our neighbors
in ASEANin term of development.
Specifically,we sh uld consider eas-
ing the rules in I nd consolidation
and ownership to reate opportuni-
ties for better ag .cultural produc-
tivity .by farmin larger tracts of
land and providin farmers with the
right support. An just like the rice
industry of the Ph lippines, it could
be a major gam -changer sector
that will lead us t ward full socio-
economic recover and progress.

. (Dr.William S. C is the chairman of
the Philippine Cha ber of Commerce
and Industry (PCCI) nd director of the
Agriculture and Fis ery mmittee).
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GSIS urged: Let rftired
gov't officials, workers pay

voluntary contrib,tions
BY ASHZEL HACHERO

SENATE Minority Leader Aqui-
lino Pimentel III yesterday urged
the Government ServiceInsurance
System (GSIS) to allow elected
officials and their staff who have
retired to continue remittingvolun-
tary contributions equivalent to 15
years so that they can qualify for its
pension program.

"I appeal for our local officials
and their staff who have served
nine years in government but
cannot qualify for the pension
program due to the is-year mini-
mum service requirement under
Republic Act 8291," Pimentel said
in a statement.

"I am saddened to learn that
there are so many elected officials
and public servants holding tempo-
rary and co-terminus status on the
national and local levelswho would
retirewithout a retirement fund and
pension only because they havenot
met the ls-year minimum service
requirement," he added.

This as he noted the glaring
disparity between the term limit
of elected officials and the 15-
year minimum requirement of the
GSIS pension program that, he
added, seems to disregard the ser-
vice rendered by elected officials
and their staff.

Section 13-A of RA 8291 states
that a member who retires from

the service shall be entitled to
retirement benefits provided he or
she has render d at least 15 years
of service.

But Pimentel' said that particular
provision of RA 8291 is unfair for
government employeesand elected
officials who do not meet the mini-
mum number of years.

The 1987 donstitution pro-
vides that local officials such as
councilors, mayors, vice-mayors,
governors, vice-governors, and
congressmen Can only be elected
for three consetutive terms or a
total of nine years.

Meanwhile, senators are elected
nationwide by qualifiedvoters to a
six-yearterm and can serve for not
more than two consecutive terms
or a total of 12 years.

The President and the Vice
President on the other hand have a
term of sixyearswith no provision
for reelection.

"At the grassroots level,it is the
localchief executivesand members
of the councilwho overseeand ad-
dressthewelfareand interestsof our
citizens.Without their contribution,
development and local commerce
willnot progress. I think we can at
leastgivethem this consideration to
compensatefor thiscriticalrole;' the
opposition senator said.

He said som~f these officials
even leave high-p ying jobs in the
privatesectorto forpublicoffice.


