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Wawa reforestation 0 itsway
BY JING VlLLAMENfE

The reforest~I' on, of a 1,800-hectare area wit' the UP,'per Marikim~
River Basin Pro~ cted Landscape is now on its w~y ter the D~part~ent
of Environment nd Natural Resources recently sign ,d a memorandum ~f
understanding ~ h Prime Infra-led WawaJVCoInc. • '

WawaJVCois t, e developer and operator of the Wa a Bulk Water Supply:
Project in Rizal province, designed to deliver a reliable ater supply of at leasll
518million liters per day to Manila Water and the Me ropolitan Waterwoddl .
.and Sewerage s~~em. ,',

eMoU inte ates water security,watershed protec ion, and forest carbon '
and biodiversity anagement in the area that covers ,800 hectares.

Under the Mo ,DENR and WawaJVCowill "des4W. evelop, and establis~f
Mforestation, Ref9restation, and Revegetationprogr 'thin the UMRBP ,
Theprograms intend to generate carbon units, based on . ~onally accepted
voluntary carbon standards, that will enable investmen in sustainable social
and environmental projects for the communities where awaJVCoand Prime
Infra operate.' I

The MoUalso a~rrms the commitment ofWawaJVCo 0 exert best practices
in stakeholder consultations with and involvement of th local community an
indigenous peoples. '

The MoU ~ DENR and Prime Infra-Ied WawaN
security, watershe4JJfotection, and forest carbon and b'

in ~1'1,8OO-hectarearea Within the Upper Mariki
1

DENR Secret~ Antonia Loyzaga and Enrique K. azon Jr., Prime Infra
and WawaJVCoc~~irman, signed the MoUon 20 Feb ary, with WawaJVCo
president Melvin.!JohnTan and DENRUndersecretary fo Policy,Planning and
International Mfatrs Jonas Leones as witnesses. .

Alsopresent dwfingthe ceremonial signingwere Indep ndent Director Cesar
Buenaventura and, chief regulatory officer Donato da of Manila Water,
WawaJVCo'scustomer; DENR Undersecretary for Fiel Operations-Luzon,
Visayas and Envilt~nment Juan Miguel Cuna; and Prim Infra president and
CEOGuillaume L cci and chief regulatory officer Vine Dizon,

"We're very glA for this new effort on the part oft e public and private
sectors to addres the complexities we are facing in t rms of risks for the
country. The prit~te sector is among the leading e gines of growth for
the country, and ije would like very much to continu exploring this type
of multi-stakeholder partnerships to move \he agend of the department
forward," LOYZag~aid.

"We'revery gr~t ful that som,e of our work in terms 0 keeping our forests
whole and generat new forests will be part of the 6rk of this group as
well. We hope this will be the first of many other end avors together," the
Secretary added.

Razon Jr., on th other hand, said the.MoUfor enviro
between the government and private sectors reflects the
parties to develop and implement science-based strat

, development.
"We thank the DENR for making

it possible for us to contribute
to environmental protection and
biodiversity man~ ment," he added.

Inc. integrates water
iversity management
River Basin.

en~ stewardship
ommitment of both
.es for sustainable
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BELLA CARIASO

AN enviro mental groVP warned on
Saturday t at the country'S food security
will be af cted by climate change after

the Gros·s Dome tic Climate Rlsk of Assessor
Cross! Depende cy Initiative1 Identified 17
provinces vulner ble to rising ea level caused
by global warmi g.

"Based on the repor r areas
like Pampanga, Zambales Tarlac,
Nueva Ecija - basically reas in
Central Luzon - are b sically

'vulnerable to climate ch nge, as
this region is prone to fl oding
and it is usually hit by typ oons."
Aksyon klima ng Pilipinas nterim
Secretariat member John 0 Algo
said in a radio interview.

"Whenever Central Luz n is af

fected by a typhoon, the damage
to the agriculture sector is big, and
it directly affects short-term and
even long-term food security in
the countllYf"Algo added ..

Besides fentral Luzon, other
areas exp5ted to be affected by
climate c~ange include Occiden-
tal Mindoro, Oriental Mindoro,
Pangasinan, IIocos Sur, Eastern
Samar, Northern Samar, Cagayan,

I
I
I

Surigaodel
and Souther

Algo note
was severel
Typhoon /I

ber 2013.
"In Nove ber this. year marks

the 10th anni ersary of the landfall
of Super Typ oon Yolanda in the
country. Bee Useof this, Filipinos
became awa ~ 0[, the severity of
the effects 0 climate change, /I he
added, notin the country is now
among the m st vulnerable to the
impact of cli ate change.

"We are a 0l1g those most
at risk count ies because of the
crisis on cli ate brought by the
pollution be·~g. emitted by rich

. countries in ~he West, particu-
larly countries in Europe and
the United S ates. The emission
of fossil fuels is causing extreme

r, Sulu, Leyte,Samar
Leyte,
tha Eastern Visayas
affected by Super
landa" in Novern-
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'Needed: N tional
'd,ecarboniza ion pla 1

, !~i~IA ROMERO.. _ '
j tpJtrilYun£Phl~mbr _

I At the 4th Philippine Envirorunent
Ipty this week, First Philippine Holdi dorp. chair and C ~O
Federico'Lopez pointed out that the co try, despite accoun ~Ior only 0.4percent of global emissio , is VUlnerableto clim l1:e
hange. . ,

, , As such, the government needs (}adopt a data-bac d

I ecarbonlzation master plan. --
"We need'a comprehensive, inte ased, and well-stu 'ed

••'-ational decarbonization and adap tion plan of our 0 1,
lijacked by constant feedback from.w at s ienge Is. tew,ng ::"
'topez said, adding that the country as no de1:a1h1>riiZatn
plan to date.
I Lopez explained that crafting a ecarbonization plan to
~lve climate change covers several fao ts, including agricult e
mtd energy. '
II "Decarbonizing and scaling up a gr en ~lectricity grid 0 r
the next three decades is probablYthe eatest energy transiti ,n
in the history of mankind," he added, ,

The AsIan Development Bank had prertously pressed t e
government to ramp up investmen s In decarbontzatlo ,
particularly in. energy sources tolo er power costs in t te
long run.

~

Dr. Prinyantha Wijayatunga, Chie of t~e Energy Sect~ lr
roupof ADB, said prioritizing dec bo~ization - throu I

r duction of carbon dioxide using 10 "Carbon or clean a I
renewable energy sources, easing ener intensity,digitalizatio ,
~d decentralizatiqn - is the way fo f'd. A shift away fro In
~Ijaditionalareas of investment and to ard these four aspeo 'I
can help increase '
the country's GDP by
lowering energy costs,
among others, the ADB
official added.
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Poll: 8 in 10 Pin VS p I~r,
viron ent-friend y product

\

Ei t in every 10 Filipinos
prefer brands that have envi-.
ronm nt-friendly products and
.opera .ons, a rece~t poll con-
duct by Pulse ASIashowed.

Re ults of the Nov. ~7 to
Dec. survey commiss~9ned
byS tbaseADRInstitutB:ere
releas d during a foru on
sustai ableand strategic' aste
mana ement c()-orga~i ed
with e PhIlippine Bust ess
forEn . onmental Steward hip
(PBES ) last Thursday.

It poll showedtha 83
percen ofthe respondents said
they fer to patronize prod-
ucts services ".ofbran or

enterprises that (they) belie e
have environment-friendly 0 -
erations and products."

Only five percent said 0,
while the remaining 12 p r-
cent were evenly divi d d
among those who do not c e
how the product is made d
those who are not aware if
the products or services th y
use are good or bad for t e
environment.

Preference for brands wi
environment-friendlyprodu
and operations was highe t
among those in the Visayas t
89percent, followedby those .
Mindanao at 88percent, Me
Manilaat 85percentand the re t
of Luzon at 77percent.

- Among socio-economi
classes, it was highest amon '
those in class E at 85 percen ,
followed by those in class
at 83percent and class ABC
81 percent.

Lack of awareness on ho
the products they use ar
made ",-,ashighest among clas
ABCat 13percent, followed b
those in class E at nine percen
and class D at five percent.

"The rnessa is clear:a siz-
able majority 0 Filipinos will
support enterp .ses that have
environment-f endly opera-
tions and produ :s,"said Pulse
Asiapresident bnald HoImes,
who presented ne survey re-
sults during the orum.

Meanwhile, tratbase presi-
dent Dindo M< ihit said ad-
dressing the w ste problem in
the country ent s a whole-of-
society approac .

"While the tovernment
plays a key rol. through the
formulation a .Jmplemen-
tation of policlles, industry
players are als expected to
equally contriEtute through
their investme nts and pro-
grams that en ble circular
business model "he said.

"As a probl 1. that dras-
tically affects ,e future of
all, everyone, i eluding the
public must act jointly ... Dis-
eipline, especial~ .on the part
of consumers, in proper waste
disposal, or simEly by not lit-
tering will alrea r drastically
reduce the tonna e of garbage
in our waterwa ),"he added.
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C , 19 pro'binsyo ..
daJikodo so climQte chong

Dalawampung lugar
sa Pilipinas ang tinukoy
na nanganganib sa epek-
to ng climate change
kung saan nanguna ang
Pangasinan sa llstahan,
batay sa inilabas na
2023 Gross Domestic
Climate Risk ranking.

Nabati1 na isinaga-
wa ang naturang pag-
aaral sa mahigit 2,600
teritoryo sa buong
mundo ng XDI na isang
independent specialist.

Ibinatay umano ang
report sa projections
ng pinsala na maaaring
idulot sa kapaligiran
sanhi ng mga epekto ng
climate change katulad
ng baha, pagkasunog
ng kagubatan at tu-
mataas na antas ng sea
level.

Bukod sa Pangasi-

nan, kasama pa sa 20
lugar sa Pilipinas ria
nanganganib umano
sa epekto ng climate
change ay ang sumusu-
nod: Parnpanga, Nue a
Ecija, Cagayan, Tarlac,
Metro Manila 0 Na-
tional Capital Region
(NCR), Bulacan, Isabe-
la, Davao del Sur, LeYte,
Ilocos Sur, Batangas,
Cebu, Oriental Mindo-
ro, Quezon, Laguna,
Zambales, Negros 0 ci-
dental, South Cotab to
at Misamis Oriental.

Binanggit pa sa re-
port na pinaka-'mchst
exposed' umano sa eli-
mate change ang niga
sentro ng kalakala ,
manufacturing at iba
pang aktibidad na may'
kinalaman sa ekonomi-
ya ng isang bansa.
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IN_ URGES ENATEINQUIRYINTO BU DR PLAN ON N~lSUNGI,I I .---~
efforts to conserve, resto and lages in the town of Tanay, Rizal
improve the environment n the opposed the BuCor's plan.
face of climate change, hich
must be protected by th gov-
ernment and private secto at all
cost," Binaysaid as she file SeQ-
ate Resolution No. 495 on' eb. :u.

Binay, chair of the enate
tourism committee, filed t Ieres"
olution after the Masun Geo-
reserve Foundation Inc. ( GFI),
the private caretaker of t e pro-
tected area that covers f ur vil-

I-------

By Marlon Ramos
@ RamosINQ

Se . Nancy Binay has ~ ught the
in rvention of the S nate to
10 k into the plan of the Bureau
of orrections (BuCor) to develop
a o-hectare portion of Masungi
G ore serve in Rizal prRlmuce for

, its new headquarters. I I
"The Masungi Georeserve -is

a ymbol of sustainable devel-
o ment and at the forefront of
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possible consequences
BuCor acting Director Gen-

eral Gregorio Catapang Jr. ear-
lier said that besides relocating
its offices, the bureau would
also construct housing units for
its personnel in the area.

Binay said while the BuCor's
reason for developing the area
was "reasonable, it is important

---~~---'-'----

to weigh the possible conse-
quences of building its head-
quarters in an ecotourism site
like the Masungi Georeserve."

She said the plan "may af-
fect the environment-ijJl.d tour-
ism in the country." \

"Sdentists from the National
Museum of the philippines had
previously noted that developing
the relocation site will have ex-
pensive consequences for the en- •
vironment," the senator noted. \NQ
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BENthe sO.Called'cap-and.u. e" KRITZ
~.\m I am not gotna to ' e is l!rifted-by Q of the s~

fRla to repeat all tha~ ut carbo des that ~
fo \}iose who may have nn d co e into existence in the t-.t
't ~tirely, what thls form of.a co le of years. thetompanynow
carbOn market esse tiatly does IS carbon credi it can trade.
to intentivize redUCtlOnsin ~- Tile same "create something
house gas emisaio - because, out of nothing" pri ciple can be
aftfrllJl,thatistherealpolnto ~ ap lied to an almost limitless
~ - by quantify!.ng ~ ~ nuraber of ideas. A company that
arid aSstsnin8 a mo~ value rep' ,cea illdiesel-powered deliv-
to them. If an anissioDS produ efy r,tucks with electricvmioDlr or
exceeds a certain amoun (mea- even ones equipped with newer,
sured in metric tons of carbQ,n cleaner diesel engines could, if it
dioxide or C02-equivalent, it is 'vU\ing to do the paperwork,
~alaXontheextra;con~.elYt also fJ',Iister its C02e e~ssions
ifitisabletor~I1S~!ons savings aa carbon cred.its. The
below the quota. ibeaurp us car- process auld be a bit more
bon Credits· can be sold. complicated for Philippine. b';"i .

Part of what makes the coD~t nessea as there i no cerufyins
of carbon markets a bit ~mp~- entitY, ere. but it is by 90 m~
cated, and frankly a bit ~(, IS in ountable. even if the go,y_

e fict that it commodidza the, emment were to never formulate
a.bsence of something. A ton of any Carbon laws and regulationa.
C02e has value in the f~rm of govemm may be more
tax, if the government has tfuple- en ouraged to do that after a
mented a carbon tax, but a car n recent development eIsewheR In
Credit'svalue is based on t n the world, one that will eventually
ofC02e not existing. to create a supply of carbon cralits
.orne interestina market . Os, in a different . In November
things that the Philip may 2022, Brazil, Indonesia and the
find financial oppo in, or Democratic Republic of Congo

t JD,a)' make a 00 plet£ IIl£Ba of si a pact d bed the "Rain-
attempt to develop ~ oper- fOI t Protection ~ent· to
a carbon market ~ crea a "funding mechanism" to

~ carbon cmtlts ere- help p~~. orests:
aied by entrepreneurs by crating . u"t1i: 'c unmes ha~
new processes 0 equipment that m an I f the tri
reduces emiaaiona from an e: raii:if'orestswithin their borders,
ing source. A company J rainforests are universally ac-
become acquainted witlr ovvthe khowledged as the world's mos
past couple of month - nd important na filter for CO .
about which I will ~rob ~ ~ emissions. Although the details
more to aay, on.ce they .. Ines oj how the proposed funding
themselves~m the PhibPR ¢lanlsm might work are nee-
- is one good ~ple. It J:ias eJsarily vague, it would entail
developedan eco-fri-:n~coo ng c mmoditizing the C02 removal
stQftto~~t?e==pedns ~padty of each country's rain- .
wed by peop e m I forests, in effect' tantly creati
~ where they bllJD wood, caw a substantial, tr deable natu~
duna. coal, peat or IOtne f~n of resource that,' market tenus itBy .uu_tly ltorina! the
gas. ~. Il'LOn the ,1ejaat. is potentially as valuable ~ .
UK of ad ~ the ' oil or ml eral ores. . :
company auJ tben ~ 1bJ. is a ghostly son o£go'Uamount of~ e.m.folll ~r '. ~

UJlfIlL.~~":I'!P=li!i·..50~I1Wce~lWda~hI!..{ b the PhiliPPInes. could taKe
an. of, alth ugh the c~-
haa severe andica eiJ

~ es r regardi ~
~~~eJentQf~ 'ronment11na

'Resources as a wa ,tb
i' J tionalize na .onal ·haired
on~ltS. Undoing that dam
WU1 tUe decades more, but}~
~ might be worthwhile 8lY~
the potential val e this am~-
ingly fertile land could gene•.•te.

There is also another aspect tp
the 'ooncept that may have som;e
appeal to policymakers here. In ~
cominentary last month, the Hili-
rich Foundation speculated that

) ,the existenceoflarge carbon s~
in lite form of forestscould l~ tP
a substantial incre¥e in econ :or

power for the -Global So .;
Coimtries with rainforests coPl~
J y form a cartel to ':

&lobalcarbon market ~nd,9i -
tJte prices, in much the same ~
OPEC does with oil; as a tto{
oHaet, the OPEC countri " all c!f
IWhIchareprodigious producers of
greenhouse gas emissions, w~ul~
actuallybe at the mercyof e cai-

n cartel- under uch a scenanQ.
Of course, all of this is rather

far-fetched at this point, and in
a recent conversation, m go-to
experton commodities provided ~
somewhat discouraging. but quit~
necessary reminder of how l(-

oua the broad concept of ca on
,pwkets really is. Contrived co~
inPdities such as carbon 'ts ~

I annoying cryptocur ' .~
are ~ably also a good pie
.- only have value if ef)'One" ~ baVi 'Ilu tJecause

J!ll.lt B~YJI~ inlfir.tSic ' e as
commOdities d~, '

.,.
I ••
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NY of the largest cities in
he world were built beside
ivers. This is also the case in

sia, a region that is rich in
iversity.

Vietnam's Ho Chi inh City pros-

pered because of Sai on; Malaysia's

Kuala Lumpur has the lang River; In-

donesia's Jakarta has th Ciliwung; and
the Philippines' capita region, Metro
Manila, has the Pasig R'ver.

A life supportsyste
Rl VERS are special eco ystems. They
are a life support syste not only for
humans, but for a div se species of

plants and animals as t ey are natural
habitats that provide fo d and water,

Economically, rivers provide food
production, the much- eeded boost

through irrigation.

In many cases, river also provide
faster, efficient and re atively safe

means of transportation the reason
why Manila, the country capital city,
thrived during the Spani h period.

Under siege
BUT the rivers are cons antly facing
threats. The Philippines' Pasig River
was once tagged as biolo ically dead

and one of the world's dir iest rivers.

,. Lately, riversareunder iegenotjust
~y toxic chemical wastes rom indus-

tries, but also from garbage (OmVarious
sources, including the dre ded plastic.

Recognizing the soci -economic
and ecological importanc of rivers,
river rehabilitation progra s have been
launched by governments n the past,
with the hope of optimizing he benefits
of having a healthy river.

Asean integrated river
management
IN the Asean, a five yea regional
project, titled Reducing Pol ution and
Preserving Environmental Flows in
East Asian Seas Through t e Imple-
mentation of Integrated Ri er Basin

Management (IRBM), was aunched
in Manila on February 17.

The projectaims to develo praclical
and innovative ways for varia 5 stake-
holders-cornmunities, indu tries and
governments-e-to work tuget er to re-

vitalize Southeast Asia's rive s.
These rivers provide natural

habitats for various plants and
'animals, food production and wa-

ter sou rce s for millions of people.

As many rivers pass through densely
populated towns and cities, waste and
sediment eventually flow out to sea.

According to the Asean Regional Ac-

tion Plan on Combatting Marine Debris,

plastic is estimated to account for 80
percent of all marine debris in the ocean.

Supported by Global Environment
Facility (GEF) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the

project will establish functionallRBM
mechanisms in major river basins of
six Asean member states of Cambodia,

Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines and Vietnam.

Integrating knowledge about
rivers, seas
"IT will integrate knowledge about the
vital connections between rivers and
seas. Best practices and pitfalls shall
he shared for other rivers to emulate

and avoid," Dr. Inthavy Akkharath,

chairman of the Asean Working Group
on Water Resources Management. ex-
plained in a media statement during
the project's launching.

"Effective governance will allow us
to continue to utilize the water and oth-
er ecosystem services that river basins
provide despite the threats of extreme
events and climate change," said Dr.
Carlos Primo David, undersecretary for
Integrated Environmental Science and
supervising undersecretary of the Phil-
ippines's Department of Environment

and Natural Resources River Basin Con-
trol Office, during the event.

Rapidly growing water demand
"WATER use among Asean countries

is growing rapidly, while water qual-
ity and quantity challenges threaten
to derail much-needed economic
growth," said Dr. Selva Rarnachari-
dran, UNDP Re s ide n t Representative
to the Philippines.

"We're glad to help address the

critical issue of freshwater governance
in river basins beyond national juris-

\

dictions, addressing transboundarv

issues, Sl eh as pollution, watershed
management, climate change impacts '1

and disas er risks," she added.

"Thep oject is a testament of Asean's
collective nd forward-looking action

to improvi 19 water resources manage-

ment in 0
1

r region," said Ekkaphab
Phanthavo g, deputy secretary-general
of Asean f r the Asean Socio-Cultural
Community.

Sea-to-source governance
THE Partn!'rships in Environmental
Manageme.ht for the Seas of East Asia
(Pernsea), tile implementing agency of

the project, will work closely with the

governments and stakeholders in Asean
memherstat s to irnprove source-ro-sea
governance, as well as build tile «Ipac-

ity to plan ard strengthen river basin
managemen mechanisms.

"We view this project as a nat~lral
extension 0 Pemsea's work un inte-
grated coaatal management-c-as rivers
are natural c nduits to our coasts and
open seas," ex~lained Pernsea Executive
Director Aim~e Gonzales,

"We are e tcited to institutionalize
the use of th integrated river basin

management pproach: produce state
of the river ba in reports, which will be
the first uf its\killd in the region; test
innovative solutions in select pilot sites
within the ide tified river basins; while
ma inst rea ming gender equal ity and so-
cialinclusion frbm the design, planning

and all the war to implementation at
t he regional. n tional and rive r bas in
level," G(HIZale. pointed out.

Project objectives
GONZAl.ES tl Id the UlISINESsMJH-
ROR in an intt;rview via Messengel

that the project's o bje c t ive s is to
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RIVERRANGERSIn the Phllippne province of
Cavlte, south of Metropolitan Manila, rid a

stream of plastic waste, Rivers form'natural
conduits to the sea, meaning much of the
trash that flows through them eventually
winds up In t~e ocean, GREGG fAN; PEMIEA PHOTO

improve governance and manage-
ment responsiveness aid capaci-
ties in integrated water resources
management, reduce nut I ientpollu-
tion leading', prctect envircnrnental
flows and alleviate climate vulner-
abilfty through the pre-notion of
integrated river basin management
in priority river basins in six Asean
countries.

Through the project, the propo-
nents aim to conduct basel ne assess-
merits, such as biophysical profiles,
socio-economic demographic forecasts,
governance and management arrange-
ments, pollutant loadings and sources
to develop State of River Basin reports.

"We will ,also conduct pilot IRBM
projects to improve governance and
I1l~t:1,<!ge!1)~.nt,do f,ea~i\>ility studies,
business plan, financing and im-
prove interagency and multisector
coordination," she said.

Ultimately, she said the project's
objective is to. enhance pol cie~ and
economic incentives, develop IRBM
strategy and action plan, knowledge
management and enabling capacities
on water quality, monitoring, reporting,
develop lRBM practitioners, document

.and share good players, and South-
South learning exchange,

I'{eyresult areas
TH B proponents also identified key result
areas that include state of river basin re-
ports, integrated river basin management
plans, potential blended financing and in-
vestmentson Integrated solid waste man-

: agement facilities in pilot sites within river
basins, and Integrated information man-
agement systems, including water quality
river monitoring systems in river basins.

The project ~so hopes to create a

network of lRBM learning centers and
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SILTand fertilizer from mountains and lowland farms turn
rivers brown. Tons of mud, gravel and slit are then discharged
In river deltas to choke off light-dependent maa?ne habitats
like coral reefs and seagrass beds_ GREGG YAN, PEMSEA PHOTO

trainedIRBM practdtioners instxAsean'
member-states.

Six river b'asinJ have been identi-
fied as pilot sites. They are: Cambodia:
Kampong Bay River Basin and pilot
site Kampot City; I*denesia: Ciliwung
River Basin and Depok City; Lao PDR:
Nam Tha River Basin and Sedone Ciry:
Phj,lippin:S: Imus Yl~ng Ylang River and
General Trias; and Vietnam: Vu Gia-Thu
Ben River Bashl and pilot areas in Da
Nang and Quang Nam,

Commitments and momentum
ACCORDING to Gonzales, the identi-.
fication of the river basins as project
sites were based on commitments and
l!lpmentum ef beth the national and
local gevernments to. utilize, build ca-
.Plpties apd talen~~i!l~~4ing funds
and investments. ,!

Another is to. cperrte learning sites
to. develop IRBM' capacities through
hands-on applicaticJ~and demcnstr~-r '
tion cf best pr~ctices, technologies
and professional' skills, while promot- .
ing govemme~t~business community. 'through parricipatory process with'

'" \gender equality and social inclusion ..
uThe project sites were identlfied

during project preparatfon 8tage,~ she
said, adding'that the.criteria to. select
the river basins tere!discussedwith
,Asean member states, .

"Questions like: Is the site prierity
[river basin] foLjcvernment?; Is the
,re~ng coastal ~nd s~ area a prior-
ity c~tal and marine area?; Is there
ladequ~te i~ermaticn and kncwledge
~m the site?; and Are th~re previous or
b~gcing prcgrams ccveringgevernance
bdmanagement?" she said.

news for biodiversity
GHT to. comment, Bxecutrve

Directcr Theresa Mundita Lim 0.
, "Asean Centre ~cr Bicdiy;ersity (ACB

warinlywe1cellled the~sean Integrat
ed River Basin Management Projecn,
, "The project, being.focused en ad-'

, dressing·tri""arine pollution and improv-
ingwaterq~alitr, will indeed contribute
immenselytepretec;tingbicdiversityin'
cu~\nl~nd waters and cceans," she told
the BUSINBSSMlRRoRvia Messenger c"n

c1I ~ -
February 20,

According to. Lim, a biodiversity.. ,
expert and staunch advocate of mam-
streaming biodiversity, Ct~ project
complements the work that the ACB is

"undertaking' with the Asean member
states, enmarineprctectedareas and on
transboundary con;ervaticn of marine
species- and biological rescurces, based
en ecer~caJ in1:Jlccnne,ctivity.
, "It is paving' the wayfor cur fU-

1
ture partnerships with Pemsea an,.,d.,
With other intergovernmental and '
civil society prgamaatlons to. achieve ~.
a truly integrated: cross-sectoral \
and multi-disciplinary approach to.
protecting ourwater systems in the
Asean region," Lim said.

Acccrding "to Lim, "ensur mg'
11 I. If ,

clean water supply and food Ile-
cudtY'ill our r~gicnal~seas" wi\~
require better scientific and tech-

, ~ L

nical understanding and apprecia-
tion of the biediversity, including
plants, animals, microorganisms
geneti~~'terials,and ecosyst~mst
in diff~re'ht bodies of ~ater f;unq
in the Asean, including fheir valu

t . - as indicat;~.s of and nature-basad,
• m L
sclutions fer. .po or water quality.

"Partnerships amct:lg relevant re-
gional .organizations will be essential
toward a successful integrated ri~er
basin managemept in·the Asean," she
pointed cut. '
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