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i The reforesta ion of a 1, BOO-hectare area withi the] Upper Marikina

i River Basin Protected L&ndscape is.-now on its way fter the Department

- of Environment and Natural Resources recently signed memoz;andum of

undetstmdmg ith Prime Infra-led WawaJVCo Inc.

eveloper and operator of the Wa

ince, designed to deliver a reliable v ate supply of at leas
TS day to Manila Water and the M

[ 2 watersecur;;y Watershed 'Q i lu,
a.ndb dwersn,;g anagement in the : thatcovers ,800 he
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tvq environmenta _protection and
bxothversrty manag ment, he aﬁded
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on the r,epoft, areas
ampanga, Zambales, Tarlac,

: itral| Luzon e basmally
3 Meraﬁle to ,dtmate change, as
m%on*ls prone’to flooding
ﬂn‘ﬁ“’ tis usually hit by typhoons, ”
AksymKhma ng Pilipinas Interim

" said in a radio interview.

;%hﬁwhamnnﬂhnnﬂhma%g

_..Nueva Ecua — bamcallyarﬁza il &méctl

“ber 2013. Il
- "In November 'this, year marks

‘areas expedted to be affected by |
: climate change 1nclude Occ1clen~
i€ E@lmembgﬂqhn L_eQAlgo_' .

:'_ r, Sulu, Leyte, Samar
Leyte. ' ]
: Eastern Vi lsayas
| v affected by Super
lolanda” in Novem-

- the 10th anniersary of the landfall_
of Super Typhoo Yolanda in the
country. Because f?f this, Filipinos
became awate of| the severity of
the effects o chmiate change,” he
“ added, notin thezcountry is now

- among the mpst vulnerable to the
- impact of climate change.

“We are among those most
at risk countries because of the
cr1s1s on dlinjate rought by the
- pollution bei 1g emitted by rich

" countries in the est, particu-.
larly coumr Europe and
: '.Eﬁ?* The gmission

weather,” he said. i
'Algo lauded the go
efforts to make rich cou
countable to the effect cl;mate
change while unders:c rmg the
need to educate ordin. iry people
of the perils the planet is facing,
“We always emphasize educa
tion because we helieve educa:
tion is the foundation on which
we build the road 1o sustainable
development for the Flltp-mg

Dpeople,” he said.

1In 2022, the Philippines had thﬁ
highest disaster risk ar 10ng 193
countries, accordmg to anqthe‘r
s[udy, scoring high in eXposure
yulnerability, susceptibili }ad
of coping capacities and laitk of
adaptwe capacities. B
AZ{]ZO UN study also numiethg
ldathu

Philip 1ong the
: 'I)Vnatumlgsﬁgmémc entyears;
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" its new headquarters.

Bf’»ﬂlarlon Ramos
@’ﬁi‘i’:’{amosINQ

S'efr. Nancy Binay has squght the
intervention of the Senate to
look into the plan of the Bureau
of Corrections (BuCor) to develop
a 270-hectare portion of Masungi
Georeserve in Rizal province for

“The Masungi Georeserve is
a symbol of sustainable devel-
opment and at the forefrorit of

ate Resoluuon No. 495 on He

Binay, chair of the 3 'e

tourism committee, filed the res-
- plution after the Masur

|| Gep-
reserve Foundation Inc. ( GF!}
the private caretaker of th ﬁsfr«
tected area that covers four vil-
g iEd

fore anLi _ lagesir;themwnofTa.:%y R1
. opposed the BuCor’s pl%.

Possible consequences
BuCor acting Director Gen-
eral Gregorin Catapang Jr. ear-
lier said that besides relocating
its offices, the bureau would
also construct housing units for
its personnel in the area.
~_ Binay said while the BuCor s
msun for developing the area
Was reasonable itis lmportant

to weigh the ssible whse-
~ quences of buﬂﬁiﬂg its head-

quarters in an ecotourism sue
like the Masungi Georeserve.”
She said the plan “may . af-
fect the en\nronment a:nd tour-
ism in the country.” L
“Scientists from the Na.tlonal

- Museum of the Philippines had

previously noted that developing

the relocation site will have ex-

pensive consequences for the en-

vxxonnmt," lhe senator notecl NQ
|
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ANY larest cities in
the world were built beside

rivers. This is also the case in
Southeast Asia, a region that is rich in

biological (*Tllversﬁy.

Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City pros-
pered because of Saigon; Malaysia's
Kuala Lumpur has the Fﬁlang River; In-
donesia'’s Jakartahasthe Ciliwung;and
the Philippines’ capirai region, Metro
Manila, has the Pasig River.

|
Alife support system
RIVERS are special ecosystems. They
are a life support system not only for
humans, but for a diverse species of
plants and animals as they are natural
habitats that provide food and water,

Economically, riverslprovide food
production, the much-needed boost
through irrigation. [

In many cases, rivers also provide
faster, efficient and rellatively safe
means of Lransportationl—[he reason
why Manila, the country’s capital city,
thrived during the Spanish period.

Under siege '
BUT the rivers are constlantly facing
threats. The Philippines's Pasig River
was once tagged as blolaglcaﬂy dead
and one of the world’s dlrtiest rivers.
.. Lately, rwersare_gr}deri;gge nolt just
by toxic chemical wastes from indus-
tries,butalsofromgarbage fromvarious
sources, including the dreaded plastic.
Recognizing the socid-economic
and ecological importance of rivers,
riverrehabilitation pmgran]shave been
launched by governments in the past,
withthehupeDfoprimizingHhebenefiks
of having a healthy viver. |

Asean integrated river |
management '
IN the Asean, a five year regional
project, titled Reducing Pollution and
Preserving Environmental Flows in
East Asian Seas Through tl-nz Imple-
mentation of Integrated River Basin
Management (IRBM), was |aunched
in Manila on February 17. |
Theproject aims to develop practical
and innovative ways for various stake-
holders-——communities, industriesand
governments—to work rogether to re-
vitalize Southeast Asia’s rivers.
These rivers provide 'natural

habitats for various plants and
animals, food production and wa-
ter sources for millions of people.

Asmanyriverspassthrough densely
populated towns and cities, waste and
sediment eventually flow out to sea.

Accordingto the Asean Regional Ac-
tion Plan on Combatting Marine Debris,
plasti¢ is estimated to account for 80
percentofallmarine debrisin the ocean.

Supported by Global Environment
Facility (GEF) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the
project will establish functional IRBM
mechanisims in major river basins of
six Asean member states of Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines/and Vietnam.

Integrating knowledge about
rivers, seas

“IT will integrate knowledge about the
vital connections between rivers and
seas. Best practices and pitfalls shall
be shared for other rivers to emulate
and avoid,” Dr. Inthavy Akkharath,
chairman of the Asean Working Group
on Water Resources Management, ex-
plained in a media statement during
the project’s launching.

“Effective governance will allow us
tocontinue to utilizethe waterand oth-
er ecosystem services that river basins
provide despite the threats of extreme
events and climate change,” said Dr.
Carlos Priino David, undersecretary for
Integrated Environinental Science and
supervisingundersecretary of the Phil-
ippines’s Department of Environment
and Natural Resources River Basin Con-
trol Office, during the event.

Rapidly growing water demand
"WATER use among Asean countries
is growing rapidly, while water qual-
ity and quantity challenges threaten
to derail much-needed economic
growth,” said Dr, Selva Ramachan

dran, UNDP Resident Representarive
to the Philippines,

“We're glad 1o help address the

criticalissue of freshwater governance
inriver basins beyund national juris-

dictions, addressing transboundary

issues, such as pollution, watershed

management, climate change impacts -

and disaster risks,” she added.
“Theprojectisatestamentof Asean's
collective and forward-looking action
to improving waler resources manage-
" said Ekkaphab
Phanthavong, rlepm'ysecretary-éeneral

ment in our region,

of Asean far the Asean Socio-Cultural
Community.

Sea-to-source governance

THE Partnerships in Environmental
Management for the Seas of East Asia
(Pemsea), the implementing agency of
the project, will work closely with the
govermmentsand stakeholdersinAsean
member states tuimpmves:mrcu-to-sea
governance, as well as build the capac-

ity to plan and strengthen river basin

management mechanisms.

"We view this project as a natural
extension of Pemsea's work on inte-
grated coastal management—asrivers
are natural conduits to our coasts and
openseas,” explained Pemsea Executive
Director Aimee Gonzales.

“We are excited to institutionalize
the use of the integrated river basin
management approach; produce state
of the river bagin reports, which will be
the first of its kind in the region; test
imnovativesolutionsinselect pilot sites
within theidentified river basins; while
mainstreaming gender equality and so-
cialinclusion fromthe design, planning
and all the way to implementation at
the regional, nitional and river basin

level,” Gonzales pointed out.

Project objectives
GONZALES 1old the BusinessMiR-
ROR in an intdrview via Messenper

that the project’s objectives is to

RIVER RANGERS in the Fhilipp ine province of
Cavite, south of Metropolitan Manila, rid a
stream of plastic waste. Rivers form natural
conduits ta the sea, meaning much of the
trash that flows through them eventually
winds up in the ocean. GiEas (1 PEMSEAPHOTD

improve governance and manage-

ment responsivens d capaci-

ties in integrated water resources
management, reduce nutr i:*ntpollu-
tionloading, prote
flows and alleviate

ability through the promotion of

snmental

ite vulner—

integrated river basin management

in priority river basins in six Asean

countries,
Through the projact, the propo-
nents aim to conduct baseline assess-

ments, such as biophysic

socio-economicdemograg forecasts,

BOovVernance and mana

Larrange-
ments, pollutant loadi and sources

to develop State of River Basiny

“"We wiillalsa conduct pi

projects to improve governance and

management, do feasibility studies,

business| plan, financ and im-
prove interagency :

coordination,” she za

d the project's

Ultimately, she
objective is to_enhance policies and
economic incentives, develop IRBM
strategy and action pl
management and enal
onwaterquality, moni
develop IRBM practition:
_aﬁd share good pla

South learning exchange,

tnowledge

capacities
porting,
s, document

and South-

Key result areas

"THE propenents also ident
zréas that include state of river |
ports, integrated river basin management
plang, potentlal blended financin
vestments on integ:rated solid wa

and in-

* agement facilities in pilot si vithin river
basins, and integrated informaltic man-
apement systems, including water guality

river mm\\tonng syst’e:r. In riw
The project also hopes to create a
network of IRBM learning centers and
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