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Memorandum of Understanding
1, 000ha Ref ion of the
Flvar Basin Protected Lanc
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HEFCI RESTRTIGN PRUG HHM Department of Envirenment and Natural Resources EE-.crﬂta;}r Maria Anmnla Yulud.mrzaga
{I=ft) and Frime Infrastructure Capital Inc. and WawalVCo chairman Enrique Razon Jr. sign a memorandurm of understanding for the
reforestation of 3 1,800-hectare area within the Upper Marlkina River Basin Pratected Landscape. The milestone partnership is in line
with the vision and mission of DENR and the Environmental, Social and Governance framework of Prime Infra that

integrates sustainability thinking In resource management and decarbonization strategies.
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Push for adoption of enhanced
LSDF roadmap gains headway

By Jonariam L. Mavuaa
o ol ey

TI—IE neéw and enhanced
Laril Sector Development
Framework and Roadmap
(L5DF) 2019-2040 for efficient
and effective land mzanagementin
the country is getting the much-
needed boost.

Together with the Asian NGO
Coalition for Arrarian Reform and
Bural Develapment (ANGOC) and
German Agency for International
Cooperation (GIZ), the Depart-
ment of Environment and MNatural
Rezources (MR} —Land Manage-
ment Bureau successfully raised
the pledges at the Mational Gowver-
nance Summit held in Quezon City
last month.

Lawrrakers from the Senate,
House of Bepresentatives and na-
ti-:malg{:vﬂrn.‘nnntagr:m:ic:iinvn]?ed
inlandadministrationand manage-
ment and various organizations at-
tended the summit.

The enhanred LSDF—led by
the Found ation for Economic Froe-
dom (FEE) and suzported by tha
DENR and GIZ—is a long-term
strategic roadmap for the land
sectaor that preavides a relevant,
rcsp:msivc, haoliztic, and Progres-
siveapproachinareassuchasland
administration, landinformation
systems and management, land
governance, and land wvaluation
and market development.

Inaztatement, DEMNE Underzec-
retary for Legaland Administration
Ernesto D, Adobo Jr, has empha-
sized the importanee of “timely,
evidence-based, anid equitable poli-
cles and tecanology-driven” land
governance amid the ever-growing
populationandthe negativeeffects
of climate change.

“Today, we will be looking at
the improved LSDF with renewead
excitement, as consultation and in-
putsfrombroaderlandagencies, lo-
cal povernments, the privare sector
andd civil suciely proups have been
incorporatad, anditsvisionalipned
with Ambizyon 2040, Adoba said,
referring to the framework that
establishes national development
goals and strategies for the next
20 years.

Anchored on the previous ver
sien of the LSDF 201C-2030, key
land developments and paolicies,
and rapidurbanization trends, the
enhanced LSDF servesas afuunds
tion to develop integrated policies
for land adiministration and man-
agement £ vlorme, and identify key
areascfinterventionand problems
to be solved,

- Fundedund=rG1Z's Responsible
Land Gevernance in Mindanao

project, the frarmework under-
went rigorous consultations from
povernment and nongovernment
proups, acaldeme, professional or-
penizations, and communities to
develop an evidence-bazed and
inclusive framework.

Lawmakers and govetrnment
officialswho expressed their com-
mmitment were La Union First Dis-
trict Rep. and House Committee on
Aprarian Reform vice chairperson
Franciszo Paolo Ortega, Sen: Ana
Theresia Mavarin Hootiveros-
Baraquel, S=nator Raffv 't Talfo,
and Department of Finance-Ru-
rean of Local Government Finance
DIC Executive DMrecio: Ma. Pa-
mela Quizon.

Land Registration Autheority
Administrator Gerardo Sirios,
Department of Agrarian Reform
Sacretary Conrade Estrzlla 1L
Mational Mapping and Eesource
Information Authority Undersec-
retary and Administratar Peter
Tianyco, National Commission
for Indigencus Peoples Chair-
man Allen Capuyan, Department
of the Interior and Local Govern
meat Secretary Benjamin Abalos
Jr., South Cotabato Governor and
League of Provinces of the Philip-
pines president Reynaldo Tamayo
Jr. alsp conveved their support
through their representatives,
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In addition, representatives
from the academe, farmers and
ficherfoll groups, indigenous
peoeples, and the urban poor, in-
cluding Roel Ravanera of Xavier
Science Foundation and Iestitute
ofLand Governance, Ivenee Cerilla
of Fambansang Kilusan ng mga
Samahang Magsasaka, Ruperto
Aleroranf Pamb anzang Katipunan
ng mpa 5amahan sa Kanayunan,
Giovaani Reyes of Bukluran, and
Ruby Haddad of the Homeless
Feople'sFederation Inc. expressed
approval for the enhanced LSDF
and called for more collaboration
with land sector agencies,

FEF consulcant Elmer Mercado
said the updated version of the
LS0OF i= broader and more com-
prehensive in scope as it alse fo-
cuses on privateland, valuation of
ecological resources, alternative
dispute reselution, ard capacity-
building of land agencies when it
comes to technology,

In the areas of Land Adminis-
trativn, Land Manapement and
Governance, Land Information
Systems and Management, and
Land Valuation and Marlket Devel-
opment, the enhanced LEDF aims
to contribute to tenure sscurity,
protection of natural resources,
climmate change adaptation and
mitigation, and resilience.
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 DENR adopts enhanced
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Protecting, promoting forest cover important

PRESIDENT Marcos has ciled the

importance of taking care of the
country’s forest cover fo spur eco-
nomic growth and development

 The President said the country's
forest cover isa “very valuable asset

for the Philippines”.

- "YWou can actually now monetize
forest cover. You can give it a peso
value, a dollar value,” Marces said.
"Wecan I;akeadva.m@ﬂg;dufbeingﬂm
active in promoting and monitoring,
regulating nd encouragingthe caré

oar forest cover, of all our envirom-

mental assets. [t's very, very impor-
tan:” /

The Nepartment of Environment
aned Malural Resources oversees 15
million hectares of land classified s
farestlands.

-

Ly 2011, the country’s forest cover
wash 5 wilionhectaresbutitincreaged
by 5.6 percent or 7.2 million heclares,
according m the recent 2020 data cap-
tured by the National Mapping and
Respuree Information Authority.

The DENE has already [aid down
strategic plans and programs for the
forestry sector, which offers

areas for development and utiliza-
The portal wondd have links o

- =

finarcial and credit facilities of part-
Development Bank of the Philippines,
whchs&l;pgwﬂs the DENR's agro-for-
cstry plantafion progam.
Itﬂuuldnlaor;ffera&ﬁGEM-
ance packages of the Philip ine Crop
Insurance Corp. forselecied tres spe-
cles in developed forest plastations.
The government would also oor-
muedfnﬂmntingmspgzgﬁ&hlemimhgm
avoid & it of mishaps that uc-
ed in Marcos said as he
acknow d the important ole of
the mining sector m his adeministra-
tion’s plan for the economy.
"And <o, it is really a question of
enforcing the law in terms of responsi-

‘ble mining and that is what we will

continue o do," he said.
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DOJ: Masungi dev’t
pro-environment

Justice Secrelary Jesus Crispln Remulla and
Bureau of Corrections {BuCor) acting Director
General Gregorio Carapang Jr. said the environ-
ment would be prioritized while implementing a
five-year development plan within the protect-
ed area in Tanay, Rizal Among the structures to
be built are a new BuCor headquarters, a train-
ing ceater and housing site for personnel, T
—STORY BY JACOHE LATARD AND DEXTER CARALTA

By Jacob Lazaro
and Dexter Cabalza
@Team_lnqulrer

Justire Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla and Bareau of Correc-
lions {BuCor) acting Director
General Gregorio Catapang Jr.
Asstired the private caretaler of
Masungi Ceoreserve an Mon-
day that the development plans
for the bureau’s z70-hactare
property within the protected
area in Tanay, Rizal proviace,
would be “pro-environment.*

Catapang also said he was
ready to talk to officials of the
Masungi Ceoreserve Founda-
tion lnc. and other environment
advocates who earlier asked
him to put the interest of the
environment first

Tm  very much willing
to talk with them. We will sit
down as snon as possible to talk
about the plans for the proper-
ty,” he told reporters,

In & separate incerview,
Remuila said he had discussed the
matter with Environment Score-
tary Toni Yulo-Loyzaga, "Secre-
tary Loyzaga and [ talked vester-
day and will spealk with one voice
on. this matter. There should be
no problem. We're pro-environ-
ment, the enviconment is nar our
enemy,” he stated, noting thar
“there are just some people who
are alarmists about this.™

D0J, BUCOR:DEV'T PLANS FOR MASUNGI
PROPERTY WILL BE PRO-ENVIRONMENT

“Doun’t make the mistake
of thinking they are the only
ones who can protect the envi-
ronment; we have many others
who want to protect nature,”
Remulla said.

According to him, they wore
still deciding whether to build a
new prison [vr female offend-
ers from Metro Manila or a new
headguarters for RuCor on the
Tanay property.

Preservation

“We are exploring every-
thing. Actually there's no final
decision on that yet.. but defi-
nitely, we will be needing some
of the [and that's nat part of the
reserve. But most likely we're
thinking of [a prisou] for young
offenders or women offenders
for the [Mational Capital Re-
gion’,” Remulla zaid,

He clarified, however, that
they would urilize only the “un-
used” portion of the geopark,

“What's  important to
Masungi is to preserve it, But
the other land areas that are
not being used will be used
by the government,” Remulla
said, adding: “Even the ttle of
Masungi belongs to the gov-
ernment. It's the herirape of
the Filipine people, it doss not
belong to one foundation but to
all the Filipino people ™

Catapang, meanwhile, said
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PROTECTION ASSURED Tha goverriment assures tho public

that it will do it hest ta protect and preserve the Masungi
Georesarve in Rizal provinee as it firms up plans to develop idle
properties within the area. —MiRo Jesus oreeTa

that the bureau's plan to move
out of Muntinlipa City was part
of the “BuCor Development
and Modernization Plan z023-

2028,” which ke presented to

reporters on Monday.

Aside from being the site
of the new headquarters, the
270-ha land straddling four ba-
rangays within Tanay would
alzo host the new Corrections
National Training Institute for
BuCor recruits, and 2 hausing
site for the bureau’s personnel,
including retirees,

A tenement-style housing
was likewise being considered
for around 1,000 families cur
rently occupying idle lands on

the New Eilibid Prison (NBE)
Reservation in Muntinlupa City,
as well as an agro-business areq,

But Catapang admitred that
everything would uldmately
depend on the hndings of ex-

perts from the University af the

Philippines' School of Urban
and Regional Planning, which
BuCor had asked to conduct 2
feasibility study.

“We will talk to them on how
o best develop the area, be-
cause we also need the area [to
achieve our five-year roadmap).
But it will be pro-environment, T
agsure you, Wewill not hurt our
crvironment,” he said,

Should the Department of

Environment and Matural Re-
sources and Department of Jus-
tice (DO]) tell him to defer his
plans on the Taray praperty,
Carapang said he would follgw,

“I have no problem with
that. I am just a toot soldier, |
am just an implementing arm
of the DOJ. What the DOf or
ders, Twill just Follow,” he saidl,

BuCor acquired the right to
the 270-ha property when then
President Gloria Macapagal-Ar-
royo signed Proclamation No,
158 ou Sept, 9, 1006, designat-
ing the parcel of land as the new
site for NEP.

The bureau, however, re-
ceived the transfer certificate |
title of the property only in Sep-
ternber last year,

Asked why he was intent on
developing the Tanay property,
Catapang said: "Actually | want
to develop all of them (BuCor's
idle lands).. We don't want
these properties not to be used
and neglected, and they would
eventually be oceupied by in-
formal settlers, making us even
lose [them)."

The bursau has yet to pres-
ent its five-year development
plan to President Marcos who
will be asked to issue an execy-
tive order directing all national
dgencies and local governments
to support BuCor’s Pi77.z-hil-
lien endezver. o
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No final decisionon
BuCor's move to
asungi—Remulla

By Jowr R, 5an [uas  airsannan 1573

USTICE Secretary Jesus Crispin
Remulla said on Monday there

Bureau of Corrections Officer
in-Charge Gregorio Catapang Jr.
alzo assured the public of a “en-
vironment-friendly” construction
once the plan pushes through.

is no final decision yet on the
planned relocation of the Bureau of
Corrections (BuCor) headquarters to
a 270-hectare section of the Masungi
Georeserve, a protected forest area in

Rizal province.,

Rernulla made the statement after
the plan drew criticis from envi-
ronmental advocztes wha claim that
it will damage the Upper Marilina
watershed that has been under the
protection of Masungi Georeserve

Foundation forseveraldecadesalready:

“There should be no problem
since we are proenvironment, There
are people who are simply alarmis:”,
Remullz said in an mterview with
reporters.

“Tt’s the heritage of the Filipino
Pe-}pl{‘.. Iz does not belong to one
foundation at all but to all the Fili-
ping peaple.” he zaid.

Earlier, Remulla defended Bu-
Cor's plan, saying the chaice of lo-
cation was within its mandate to
improve the country’s penal man-
agement aystem.

On the othsr hand, Catapang
said the BuCor will consuit with
all stakeholders, including envi-
romnentadvocatestoexplain their
planandalsohear theirarguments
opposing the planned relacation of
the BuCor's headquarters and the
setting up of a training center.

“We are very much willing to
talleto all of them. Wewillsit down
withthem,  hezaid. Catapangsaid
he iz also planning to talk to the
UP School of Urban and Regional
Flanning on hew best to develop
and preserve the area,

The BuCer plans to transfer jts
headqguarrers and Correctinns Ma-
tionalTraining Institute to che said
loration. [t alse intends to build
a residential area [ur its personnel
and employees,

Its claim on the property is
anchered on Proclamation 1158
issued by former President and
now Senior Deputy Speaker Gloria
Macapagal-Arvoyo, which set aside
270 hectares of the land az the new
site of the MKE,

"Whatis important is to ensure
that Magungi is preserved, but the
otherareasthatareidle ran beused
by the government,” Remulla said
as he insisted that the title of Ma
sungi belongs to the povernment,
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government-owned

The BuCor said that it will not use the land as a
prison site as it eyes to construct a new bureau
headquarters and residential compound for

personnel

BY ALVIN MURCIA
Btribunephl aly

Department of Justice
Secretary Jesus Crispin Remulla
on Monday stressed that the
Masungi — an environmental
heritage site — does not belong
to one foundalion, saying thas
government is the rightful
owner of the 270 hectare land
in Tanay, Rizal, where Masungi
(reoreserve is located,

During the culmination
activity where 416 persons
deprived of liberty were released
Monday morning at the New
Bilibid Prison in Muntinhupa Clty,
Remulla reminded elaimarnts
that the kand is an environmenral
heritage and does nol belong
to one foundation but to all
Filipinos,

He also cautioned them
against laying claim over the
dispimed Iand,

To recall, the Bureau of
Corrections clarified that the
land was awarded to them
by former president Gloria
Macapagal-Arrayo as the site
for the New Bilibid Prison under
Presidential Proclamation No,
1158 issued on 8 September 2006,

However, the BuCor said that
it will not use the land as a
prison sile 4s it eyes to construct
a new bureau headquarters
and rasidential compound for
personnel.

The land, originally belonging
tothe national government, was

transferrad to BuCor under

Transfer Certificate of Title
NE. 069-20220110086 on 28
September 2028,

The controversy arose
when the Masungi Georeserve
Foundation Ine. claimed
ownership over the land,
viting agreements with former
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources and
BuCor officials thai they have
the registered land title over
the property.

Meanlime, BuCor
officer-in-charge Gregorio
Catapang Jr. maintained that
the BuCor is the rightful owner
of the disputed land as the land
title was awarded to them lasl
September 2022,

In an interview on Monday,
Catapang stressed (hat the
bureau will continue with its
plans to establish net only the
BuCor headquarters on the
subjeet property, but also other
prison and penal facilities in
regions where prison facilities
are nob yet present, as long as
the title to the subject property
under the name of Bullor
remains valid.

He reiterated that they are
also environmentalist and
wonld not allow the area to
be abusaed.

Those mverseeing the reserve
had raised the alarm that the
area may be used by BuCor as a
relocation site for the New Bilibid
Prison presently oceupying over
300 hectares of prime land in
Muntinlupa City.
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DOJ: No final decision yet
on BuCor transfer to Rizal

BY ASHZEL HACHERO

JUSTICE Secretary Jesus Crisp-
in Rerwlla yestexduy saic there
is no final decision vet on the
planned relocaton of the Bureau
of Corrections headquarters o a
2M-hectare section of the Ma-
sungi (ieoteserve, a protected
[uzest area in Rizal provinee, that
has earned criticisms from envi-
ronmentzl ad Hcates

Remulla zaid the BuCor iz atill
in the exploratory stage of the
plan, witk BuCor officer in charge
Gregorio Catapang [r. assuring the
public that they will consule with
ol staleeholders and such construc-
ton would be “envircoment-
friendly”

“Actnally, wals pa namang final
decision doon (Actaally, there is no
final decisiva yet on the marmer).
But definitely, we will be needing
some of the land na hindi kasama
sarearrve”” Remalla veld r=portets
in an ambush interview at the New
Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa City
after he presided aver the releage
of over 408 inmates.

“There should be no problem
sifice we are pro-envircoment,
Hindi rnatin kalaban ang environ-
ment dito, There are peaple whao
are simply alarmists he added,

He saic the DDJ is allowing
BuCor 10 explore all possibilines,
adding that his office is not micro-
managing the latter on the issue,
even though itis an artacked agency.

Remulla ssid wlat is imporane
is that the 330-hecrare Masung
geopark is preserved in the event
the BuCor’s slan pushes through,

Remulla had carlier defended the
BuCor's plan, saying the choice of
Incation was within its mandate to
improve the country’s penal man-
dpement system. -

Remulla added the proposed
transfer was in ling with the plan of
the DO to build regional prison
facilities in order w0 decongest the
Mew Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa
City, the site of the currens BuCor
headquasters,

Carapang assured the public that
the plan to relocate the BuClor

“headquarters ard sct up u training

center in the area will nor ruin the

 broadeaster Percivel “Percy

reserve’s environment. He also
clarified that the BuCor wil noe
put up 2 prison facility in the area,

Carapang said the BuCor will
consult with all stakeholders, in-
cluding environment advocates to
explain their plan and hear thei
argumerts opposing the planned
relocadon of the BuCors head-
dquarters and the setting vp of =
training center.

He gaid he alse plans to talk
to tie UP Schuol of Urban and
Regional Planning on how best
to develop and preserve the area,

ARROYO PROCLAMATION

Catapang also explained the
plan to put up a facility in the
area comes from Proclametion
Nol158 signed Ly former presi-
dent CGloris Mapapagal Arroyo,

The proclamation eeserved
same 270 hectares in Barangay
Cuyambey, Tanay, Rizal as “a new
site of the New Bilibid Prison
and feld office site of DENR-
Cilaba-zon"”

It allocates 30 hectares of the
arca Lo the DENR Calabarzon
feld office,

Catapang said he anly learned
af Artoyo’s proclamation days
after he was appuinted by Remulla
tw take over as BuCor chief in an
acting canacity in Oerober 2022
after its chief, Gerald Bantag, was
tagped as the alleped mastermind
in the killing of veteran radio
Lapid”
Mebzsa and Bilikid inmate Cristion
Palana Villamor alias Jun Villamor,
the alleged middleman in Lapid’s
ambush-slay,

' The Masungt Georcserve Foun-

dation lnc. {T&IGFD, the govern.
ment-designated caretaker of the
area since 2017, eadier appealed m
Calupang o “reconsider” the re-
location plan. MGFI also painted
cut that the proposed site was
mountzinous anc aod suitahle
for building offices or housing
facilizies

The group also called on Presi-
dent Mareos Jr. and Environment
Secretary Maria Antoais Yulo-
Loyzaga to intervene in the brew-
ing dizpute,
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Remulla: Masungi Georeserve ‘will be protected’

By Rey E. Requejo

DEPARTMENT of Tustice (DO} Scereary
Tesus Crispia Remulla on ‘h{uud.ay assured
that the hasnngi Groresetve in Tanay,
Rizal will be protecied.

“Weane pro-smvirenment. The envirorment
Is not our encmy. It seems thal there are just
some people whoare alarmist about the mastes”
Remudly seid, 1o an interview,

The protection of the park was assured-
by Remulla after the Masungi Georeserve
Foundation aired its coneerns on the planr.
of the Burean of Corrections (BaCor) ta ©
relocale its Fesdquarters und erect housing

for its personnel in the Georeserve.

He also said that the BuCar has a title
for certain portions of peoreserve park.

“What is imporlant is for Masungi to be
preserved and the other unused arcas cre
used by the government,” he siresssd,

Accordivg Lo him, Masungi i3 “the
heritage of the Filipino pzoale’ and “does
not belong {0 one foundation at all but to
all the Filipino people.

“These people should nor make the
mistake that they are the omly omes whao
can protect (he emviromment. There zre

a lot of people who want to protect the
:mwmnmxmt,“ he stressed,

Remulla revealed that e hae talked with
Department of Environment and MNatural
Resources Seorctary Maria Antonia Yulo-
Lowraga on the issue “We will speak in
uties voive un Lhis matter,” he said,

AL the same time, Remolla explained
that it is mot yer certain if the proposal
al the BuCer ‘o relacate its headguarters
and pat up bovsing for its persennel atthe
property in Tanay will push through.

“Ii's not yet sure. ois sl heing
explored)” he said, adding (hat they are
aleo looking into using the property to
house youth or female offenders from the
Mational Capital Region { NCR)



THE BUREAL of Correctars (BuCor) plans to tap
experts from the University of the Philippines (U5
Schiool of Urban and Realonal Planning for its pro-

section of the Masungi Genreserva, the country's
prisan chief s3ic on Monday.

“Wo aliu need the area, but It will be pro-
environment | assure you,” BuCer irectar General
Gragoria P Catapang told 2 livestreamed riews hries
ing in raxed English and Filiping,

“We will rot cause harin Lo the environment,”
hesald.

The Masungi Georeserve — located in Rarss, a
towm just eass of Metra Manila — 14 2 conservation
arcaand park. An ongoing eforestation project in
| thearea s positioned to protect the Upper Mariking
Wateshed, which is critical to protecting the capital
region from fionding.

Mr. Catapang said their construction plan, which
will be subject to consultation with the univarsity's
aperts, includes the develcoment of farmiznos 1o
Boost food sacurity i the country.

Ina statement [ast week, the Masung|
Geareserva Foundation said the prison reloca-
tion project went against the nation's sustain-
able development agenda. It a0 said the area
swppesedly awarded to BuCer 5 *motntainous
and geologically imbuildable.” — Jﬂlﬂ ‘-Hnm D.
Ordofiez

posed new headguarters (HO) withina 270-hactare ;

will e recommenced for xemption from some gov
erwment rules bo allow it to offer more competitive pay
Tor eritlcal pesitions and imprave overall effidency, a
Senate panel chiair said cn Monday.

Sanator Mary Grace 5. Poe-Llamanzares, who
heads the committes on public serv ces, sid their
report on e investigation into the Jan, | airport
systerm glitch will inchude recommendations on CAAP'S
exemption from regulations on salany standard zation
and ravidnue spending for equipment and services,

The teport will be releasee by naxt week, she saig
in a staterment on Monday,

Ms. Poe-Llamanzares said there s also 3 sugges-
tion to create another agency that will hencle some
of CAAP's responaibilitjes.

“Thera’s a propass to put up an airpert auharity
fust like the parts autharity. so that CAAE will not
be operating and doing the polides for running the
airport at the same tire" she said.

The report will center an the panel's findings
into the cause of the incident, recommendations tn
remnedy the system, and possible liabilities for negli-
gence and incompetencs inmanaging the mlem's
nigintenance. — Alyssa Nicole D, Tan

House leaders back RCEP ratification

HOUSE laaders have joined calls for the imimedials
atification of the Regional Comprekensive Economic
Partners’np (RCEP], citing its Benefits to the Philip-
ping economy.
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BuCor to tap UP planning Senate panel to recommend CAAP “By Immediately ratfyifgihe RCEP Agree-
experts for proposed HQ exemption from some gov't rules e the Philiopines canaangibencfit and take
inside Masunoi reserve THE CIVIL Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAR)  the advantages of this mega-tade deal that could
g aftract more foreign investors, create more job op-

portunities, snd curb the unemploymeznt and poverty
rates in the country,” Speaker Ferdinand Martin 6.
Romsaldez saidin a statement an Monday.

Mr. Remmialeler is ane of the principal authors of
House Resoluticn Mo, 728, which supports the Sen-
at's ratification of RCEP

Senate Prasident Juzn Miguel E Zublki previously
said the upper chamber is axpected bo ratify the
agreemendl LFis guartar,

The RCEP is & free trade agresment that aims to
foster economic trade and coeperation in the Asia-
Parific region. It participants are the Assodation of
Seulhesst Asian Nations (ASEAN) member-states,
Ching, Australia, Wew Zealand, and South Kores,

The Foundation far Economic Freedom said ir 8
statement an Monday that participating in the RCEP
can increase the Prilippines’ overall weltare by $5412
millior, ensurs 81.93% real gross development
product growth. and derease poverty incidence hy
L.E2% in 2030,

Aaricutture stakeholders, howeyer, said Filiping
‘armers ara at risk as they would not be 2bie ta
tompzte because of insufficient resaurres. — Beatriz
MarieD. Cruz
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A[WEHSE IMPACT OF MANILA BAY DREDGING, HEGI.AMATIIIN BARED

By Janae Bautista
@janebautistal NT)

The dredzing activities in Ma-
tila. Bay have resulted in big-
ger waves and increased tidal
currents affecting the catch of
fishermen it Cavite province,
according to a fisherfolk proop.
lusang Mamamalakaya ng Filipi-
nas (Parnalakaya) on Monday said
‘the ongoing dredging activities in
the towmns of Ternate, Maic and Ro-
sario in Cavite, hawve dismupted and
driven away fish while pollution
atd stressors have cansed a drastic
decline in fish stocks.

The group has officially writ-
ten Demosthenes Escotn, offi-
cer in charge of the Bureay of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
(BFAR), to appeal for a dialogue
Lo disruss the adverse impact of
the dredging activities in the bay,

“We want o ger the com-
mitment of BEAR on this partic
ular issue that we will present
to them. The =aid agency has
a responsihility o secure our
fishing grounds and municipal
fisherfollk.” Aries Soledad, pro-
vincial cogrdinator of Pamal-
akaya-Cavite, said in a statement.

LANMD AHOQY! Bulldozers am:l backhoes aresesn at a rafclama- -
tion project along Manila Bay in Pasay City near SW Mall of Asia
and behind Seascape Village and Sofitel. —ricHARD a.REYES

I 2021, the group alko op-
posed the Paz-billion project be-
tween the government and Sil-
verquest Mining Resources Inc
for seabed guamying covering
2124 hectares of municipal wa-
ters aff Ternate and Naic,

Pamalakaya said they re-
sisted the project as it involved
dredging of mud, silt, sand and
other quarry materials for the
318-ha Manila Waterfront Proj-
ect in the City of Manila.

Pamalalcaya is also planning
to share incidents of fshing
nels being haoled by dredging
squipment along with the sand.

“Other lssues to be raised hy

Famalakaya in the dialogue with
BEAR include the effects of recla-
Lnation projects o the marine and
fishery resources in the entire Ma-
nilz’ Bay and the Fisherles Code's
burdening provisions against m-
nicipal fisler folk,” il said.

Illegal activities
Ag this deweloped, the Ma-

 tional Ceast Wacch Center

(NCWC), an inter-agency mar-
itime surveillance and coor-
dination unit, hag flapzed the
alleged illegal activities of Chi-
nese vessels aperating dredg-
ers in Manila Bay and rivers in
Fambales where they dredge

sand and transport it Lo e rec-
lamation areas in Manila Bay.

The NCWC has listed “suspi-
cious activities” of the Chinese
dredgers thar were found o be
“operating autside their approved
areas of operation” issued by the
Maritime Tndustry Authority.

In itz special report, the
NCWC zlso noted that the Chi-
nese dredgers were oparating
without clearance from the De-
partment of Public Worlee and
Highways (DPWH), nwenviromn-
mental compliance certificate
from the Department of Envi-
ronmen: and Natural Resources
(DENR)-Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGE), no nlemoran-
dum of agresment between the
DENE and the dredglng compa-
ny, no accreditation from the
DENR-MGE and no ore trans-
port permit.

Anotherviolation flagged by
the NCWC was that the Chinese
dredgers hed been operating
with false Automatic Identifi-
cation System (AIS] o properly
monitor and record their exact
movements inside Philippine
territarial waters, and chat they
turned off their AIS during op-
eration and while berthed. o
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By EMMIE V. ABADILLR

The Maritime Industry Authority
{Marina) is canducting a probe on
six Chinese vessels after inter -ager-
Ly maritime surveillance from the
National Coast Watch Center (NCWGC)
alertad the agency about "suspicious”
dredgingoutside the ships' permitted
4reas (i Manila Bay.

Earlier, the NCWC, led by the
Philippine Coast Guard [PCG), re-
ported that the Chinese vessels were
vperating without a dredging clear-
ance from the Department of Public
Warks and Highways [DPWH),

Also, the vessels don't even
have an Environmental Compliance
Certificate from the Departmert of
Environment and Matural Reso Lreps
(DENR)-Mines and GeosCiences

Bureau (MGE),

The NCWC confirmed that
the Chinese dredgers have no
Memorandum of Agreerrent with
the DENR and no accreditation from
the MGE.

Turthermoce, the Chinese dredg-
ers failed to secure 2 "No Objection
Clearance! from ~he Office of (he

National Security Adviser, accor ding

to Marina.

“Based on the special report of
NCWC, the foreign vesselswere alleg-
edly engaped in suspicious activities
and were observed to he operating
outside their approved areas of op-
eration as against the issued spacial
permitby Marina,” the agenicy stated
in its réport,

In addition to these issues, the
Chinese dredgers are operating with

false Automatic ldentification System
(AI5)which allows maritime author -
ities to monitor and record the ax-
act movements of the ships [nside
Philippine territorial waters.

However, the Chinese vessels
turned cff their AIS during operation
and while berthed,

The Chinese vessels dredge
sand in Manila Bay and in rivers in
Zambales then transport the sand to
the first phasec of the Pasay reclarna-
tion project between the SM Smart
City Infrastruccure Development
Corp. and China Harbor Engincering
Corp.

Cnce Marina finds the vessels
guilty of violations, the ageney will
revole their special permits and jm-
posethe corresponding sanctions and
penallies.
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Marina sanctions ||Iegal Chines~

dredger linked to Manila Bay
reclamation project

By LORENZ 5. MaRAstGAn W @iorensmarsipan tivities of the Chinese dredgers that

were found to be operating outside
their approved areas of operation as
against the issued Special Permit”
from Marina.

NCWLC is an inter-agency mari-
time surveillance and coordinated
unit led by the Philippine Coast
Guard. ltisattachedunderthe Office
of the President through the Office
of the Executive Secretary.

NCWC also noted that Chinese
dredgers were allegedly “operat-
ingwithout adredging clearance”
from the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DEWH],

HE Maritime Industry

Authority (Marina) has

imposed fines and sanctions
against the Chinese dredgers that
allegedly conducted “illegal activities”
in Manila Bay and rivers in Zambales,
a government official said.

Inatextmessapetothes BUsINESS-

Region Direclor Marc Anthony Pas
cua said the apency has conducted
aninvestigation into the report sub-
mitted by Lae Matiopal Coasl Walch
Certer{NCWD)and has taken action
against the alleged perpetrators,
HT].‘].‘;JEE .'I:SStlﬂ YFEne H].I t":l.'.]._'r' L=
vestigated by the Marina, We have

MirROR, Marina Mational Capital

already issued show-cause orders,
and theyweareaccordinglypenalized.
Further, these vessels have already
settied their penalties,” he said.

The MCWC earlier flagged Chi-
nese vesselsthetallepedlyconducted
dredging and transport of reclama
tion sard to reclamation areas in
Mlanila Bay,

The report listed “suspicious ac-

DEMKR-MGE, and "had no” Notice
Ta Pracecd for their aperations,

The MCWC also asserted that
the Chinese dredgers allegedly
failed te secure a "No Objection
Clearaneoe” from the Offica of the
Masional Security Adviser. It alse
flagged the said dredgers of “op-
erating with false Automatic [den-
tification System [AIS]," whiches-
sentially allows the authoritizs to
propetly monitor anc record their
exact movements inside Philip-
pine territorial waters.

Allegedly, they turned off their
AlS during operativn and while
betthed, acrording to the MOWC.

“The Marina would also like to
reiterate that vessels whose Special
Permitshavebeen ravokedandhave
paid the corresponding penalties
may nonetheless apply for another
nermit o long as they are going
to camply with the requirements
af the relevant Marina Circular”
Pascua said.

“had no Environmental Compli-
ance Certificate” from the Depart

mentof Environment and Natural
Besources-Minesand Geozciences
Bureau (DEME-MGE), “had no
memorandum of agreement” be-
tween the DENE and the dredg-
ing company, “had no accredita

tion” from the DENE-MGE, “had
no ore transport permit” from the
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‘lllegal’ dredger-
penalize

Marina

Fined P1.million for operating vessels outside
approved areas

BY MARIA ROMERD AND RAFFY AYENG

The Maritime Industry Autherity
on Monday said foreign vessels doing
suspicious activities in Philippine
Waters have been penalized to

protect local resources from any
possible intrusion.

Maring made the clarification
alter the National Coast Watch
Center or NCWG, an inter-agency
maritime surveillance unit under

‘the Office of the Execiurive Secretary,

flagged the “suspiclous activities" of
Chinese dredgers allegedly operating
illegally in Manila Bay and rivers in
fambales,

The NOWC said in a special report

that the Chinese workers had been
4 operating outside their apnrmrs-}d
areas” in violation of the special
permit granfed them by the Marina,

“These vessels were already

investigated by the Marina. We have already
issued show-cause orders and [they] were
accordingly penalized. Further, these vessels
have already scttled their penalties,” Marina
National Capital Region Director Engr. Mare
Anthony Pascua said in a text message to the
Daily Tribune on Monday.

In an intervicw later, Pascua said that based
on amemurandum circular released by Marina
last 7 February, the Chinese dredgers were
fined P1 million for operating the veszels out
of line and in violation of the special permits
given to them. :

On the other hand, the Chinese worker's
agents were also fined P170,000,

“These Chinese workers paid their [ines two
woeks after the decision was released,” he said.

Further, it said that aceordingly, the
respondent submils to the payment of tha
penalty for the violation committed and begs
the indulgence of Marina to allow its Special
Permit to remain valid. ! :

“In view of the foregoing, we now resolve
the case. The alleged violalion was not only
established to have been committed by the
respondent by the Special Report of this
Authority’s Enforcement Service, but alse
by the respondent's admission thereof,” the
decigion said.

“The Maring would also like to reiterate
that vessels whose Speeial Parmits have been
revoked and have paid the corresponding

penaltics may nonstheless apply for another
permii so long as they are going to comply
with the requirements of the relevant Marina
Cirenlar,” Pascua added.

NCWC claimed the Chinese wers operating
wilhout elearances and permits from,
among other agencies, the public works and
environment departments, the Mines and
(jecsciences Bureau, and the Office of the
Nutional Becurity Adviser.

The Chinese dredgers were fined F1
million for operating the vessels out of
line and in violation of the special permits
given to them.

The Chinese dredgers have also been
operaling with a false automatic identifieation
system, the NCWC report said, and at times
turning them off so Philippine authorities
could not track their movements and locations.

The dradgers were operating without the
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following aceording o NCWC: Clearance from
the Department of Public Works and Highways;
environmental compliance certificate from
the Department of Environment amd Natural
Resources-MGB; memorandum of agreement
with the DENR; accreditation from the DENR-
MGB; ore transport permit and a notice to
proceed from the DENR-MGE,

The NCWC also asserted that the Chinese
dredgers failed to secure a “no objection
clearance” from the Office of the National
Security Adviser,

Per & Marina resolution, Chinese vessels
and thelr crew are not allowed to do business
in local waters unless they secure a special
permit. from the agency.

As such, Pascua said Marina, an agency
mandated to develop and regulate the maritime
industry, is on full alert for any intrusion of
giant dredging vessels that may endanger both
local maritime resourees and workers,

@tribunephl_snbr Riribunephl_raf
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Sanctions imposed on Chinese dredgers
in Manila Bay, Zambales — Marina

BY MYLA IGLESIAS

THE Masticie Tndusoy Author-
ity (Maring} vesterday said it has
impnsed sanctons against the
Chincse dredgers ther allegeciy
conducted illegal activites in Ma-
nila Bay and tivers in the provinee
of Zambales.

MARIMNA has investigated toe
tepors of the_- Nanonal Coast
Warch Centes (MOW) that several
fareign vessels have supposedly
been engaged in suspicions activi-
ties and have been ohaerred to be
operating outside their spproved
arcas of operation covered wn-
der special permits issued by the
Agency,

“Those vessels were alveady in-
vestigated by the Marina, We have
already dssued show-cause orders
and we have accordingly penalized
{then). Further, these vessels have
already senled thelr penalties,” said
Marc Anthony Puscua, director of
Marina’s National Capital Region
(NCRY.

Pas¢uz said vessels whose special
permits luve been revoked and
have paid the corresponding penal-
ties may apply for new pertmits as
long as they comply with the re-
guirements of relovant MARINA
circalars.

WCWIC, an inter-agency fhar-
time snrvelllance and coordinacsd
response facility, has said thac

Chinese dredgers we-e operating
without a dredping clesrance from
the Deparrment of Public Worles
and Highways (DPWIEL, have uo
Environmental Complisnce Cer-
oticate [HCCY from the Depare-
ment of Baviconment and MNaroral
Resourees Mines and Geosciences
Burean ('DENR—M(_:]E}, kave no
temerandun of agreement witk
the DENE, have no accreditation
trom the DENR-MGR, Fave no
Orfe lransport permit from the
DENR-MOB and, have no aotice
to proceed for their operitinas,

The Chinese dredgers also stfi- |

posedly tidled to secure a *No Ch-
jection Clearanes” from the Office

- the Maticnal Secarity Adviger,
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" the lot? Will my years of

Free pa_tént_
land title

I have been residing within
a residential loi for 13 years
already. Lately, I learned
that the lot is untitled.
Can 1 apply for the title of

stay matter? Thank
Attorney, .

Grace

| T EGAL FORLUM
aua ATTY. JOI ALONSO
" & ASSOCIATES

Dear Grace, =

For your information, the law that addresses your

situation is Republic Act 10023, vtherwise known a3

adn Aet Anthorizing the Issuance of Free Patenis to
Residential Lots.”

The Act provides the folluwing:

“Gaction L Qualifications. — Any Filipino citizen
who is an actual occupant of residential land may
apply for a Free Patent Title under this Act: Provided
that in highly urbanized cities, the land should not
exceed 200 square meters; in other cities, it should not
excead G square meters; in firsi class and second
¢lass municipalities, it should not exceed 750 square.

 meters; and in all other munieipalities, it shonld nat

exceed 1,000 square meters, Provided, further, that
the land applied for is not needed for public service
amd/or public use." "

“Section 3, Application.— The application on the land
applied for shall be amap based on an acsal
survey conducted hj'a]kmﬁed goodetic engineer and
approved by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources and a technical description of the land applied
for together with supporting affidavit of two disinterested
persons who are residing in the barangay of the: city or
municipality where the land is lneated, attesting to the
truth of the facts contained in the application to the

 effect that the applicant, thereof has, aither by himself

or through his predecessorininterest, actually resided
on and continueusly possessed and oveupied, nnder a
hona fide claim of acquisilion of ownership, the land
applied for at least 10 years and has complied with the
requirements prescribed in Section 1 hereof.”

It is clear [rom the cited provision that a Filipino
citizen, who is an actual gecupant of a residential lot
not exceeding 750 square meters in municipalities, may
apply fur free patent title. Thus, you may secure a free
patent title of your residential lot as lom as you comply
with the requiraments of Section 3 as above stated.

Hope this helps,

Atty. Chris Lignigan
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CAGAYAN COUNCIL INTENSIFIES FIGHT
VERSUS ILLEGAL LOGGING

PAGE

TUGUEGARROITY; The Cagayan Valley
Regional Law Enforcement Coun-
cil (Relec) has intensified its mot-
itoring and surveillance operations
against illegal forest activntnlas
particularly in "hot spot areas in

‘ Wegion 2 (Capayan Valley)-

Relec Chainuan Gwendolyn

* Bambalan has recently convened

the council and underscored the
importance of trees in ensuring
the sustainability of all life forms
and in mitigating global warming.

gambalan said tlere is a need
1o focus their operations in the
(owns of Baggao and Pefiablanca
in Cagayan province and Jones in
Isabela prowince.

“Wwhile we cannot avoid appre-
hending and confiscating unau-
{horized forest products, passing -
through the region, it is best to
stop cutting down trees ;n the
forest,” said Bambalan, who is also

and MNatural Resuurces (DENR)
Region 7 executive direcior.
| During the meeting, DENER
Enforcement Division chief Joel
Daquinag presented their accom-
plishments for 2022, including
105 joint apprehensions by the
DENR and Philippine National
Pulice (PNT) and a total con-
fiscation of 59,218.44 board
feet of forest products and 41
COTVEyances. ;
To tenew the commitment of
council members to thi§ vears:

forest protection and law enforce-

ment implementation progrars,
DENR Region 2 legal chief Richard
Jayson Garan presented and facil-
itated the review of duties and re-
sponsibilities of council members

toinelude the Philippine Adr Force .
and Land Transportation Office.

Bambalan also recommended a
teview of DENR policies through
the conduct of reorientation

on DENR Administrative Order

(DAQY) 97-32 kneskii as 1897

Rules for the Administrative Sedju-

dication of Illegal Farest Products
and the Machinery, Bquipment,

lools and Conveyances sed.in
Connection Therewith.% |

She said they will be invitimg all

chiefs of police and representatives,
from the different municipali-
ties and cities in Cagayan Vallug,'l
which comprises the provinces of
Gg_g,a}“an,iggahgl_a\. Nueyva Vizcaya,

“Quinino and Batanes.

Accarding to Bambalan, the”
indusion of Relec activities in the
Regional Development Coungil
Sub-Committee has been pro-
pused to the coungil, - .

*This is to further discuss a
strategic machanism to carb illegal
forest activities,” she said,

Also at the meeting were DENR
Region 2 Assistant Executive
Director fur Technical Services

the Department of Environment

Marcos Dacanay, who discussed
l.h'e'meeﬂng's ahjectives. and
lawyer Joholee Rumusud of
the DENR Legal Dvvisicn, who
explained the salient features of
(DAD 97-32
It was in 2020 when Relec was
established under a memorandum
of agreement among the region-
al heads of concerned national
agencies and the religious sector,
inciuding the DENR, PNE, Phil-
ippine Coast Cuard, Philippine
Iaformation Agency, Department
of thé'Tntérior and Local Goverfi-
ment, Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines, Department of Justice, Na-
Ut Bureau of Investivation, and
the Archdiorese of Tuguegarao.
“The creztion of this council
aimy i protect and conserve our
trees, The cauncil members play a
vital role in protecting our forests, ”
Rambalan said.
LEANDER C. DOMINGO
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Replicating Marikina.bamboo projects
to solve flooding woes

THE 20-hectare Karugo
and 10-hectare Puray
bamboo projects in
Marikina Watershed

-mustbr,mp'ﬂnaudnaﬁan

- and Phl::ay bam-
boo in Monfalban,
mﬁm “ideal mulfi-
agency collaberation that
involves a minimal buad-

wide to prevent flooding. get.”

This was the sal
:'rf:ihe : amboo
Indus Ve apment'
l';‘a:nr;:.'rl-n:tﬁl::‘ir {PRITXC), sayin
that replicating the sa;g
projects can now beimple-
u-umtedmew-qrhmnu-cﬁm
countrysinceitisnow cooe-
dinating all bamboo
projects and agences.
DL Viep Chairman
Dengracias Victor B Savel-
larm d:ﬂ:l::-sed that the

"E}u:besthle&{ﬁor
hambon propagation) are
thosein Puray and Karugo.
1t's someching that’s not

* diffienlt to do_ Ik isa joint

effortbetween the govern-
mﬂtt Rotary Internation-

Ind.tgenuu.sl"mp‘le{'ﬁ'}
and the cimmiu t'sa
beavkiful  model  that
showildherephiratedallover
the PhlIlpp1‘1lE'=|- Aaid
Smrdlanu L e

2|

By CORY
MARTINEZ

tha.rj.l' l'.B.ISH;l a rmini-
mal P15 million in district
grants for the Karugo
project.

Savellanoalsodisclosed
that the "Kilusang 5K”
{Kawayan: Kalikasan,
Kaunlaran, Kabubayan,
Kinabukasan), which he

founded, hassup the
m‘gﬂﬁizahnnnr yand
BCiE.
ba&a
plented in 2022 in rugc:.
are estimated to multiply
142,000 bamboo culms in

five years and 228,000
cubns in elgtyeas.



wmr:

S’I'IU.'I'I'IIIJ L
COMMUMICATION

hERVICH

T

The Manila Times

B

FACE

FASGE T

STOEY

AANMEE
SI0RY

FOITCALNY,

CARTOON

in Mﬂnulhﬂn,ﬂw

PBIDC urges hamboo iirojé&s
to support tnbai lwehhood

THE Philippine Bamboa Industry Davelop-
ment Council (PBIDEY is proposing to
replicate natiomwide the 20-hectare
Karugo and 10-hectare Puray bamboo
projectsin merl'l.laﬂhr@ watershed that

Metro Mammﬂumr'.' :
The Karugo and boo projects

ieal mllia-

gency colla yolves minimal
‘budget, P c0gradas
Victor Szvellan '

Vet th‘nseﬁwpmhmehmad

and consolidated multiple resources that
redound lwupland economic henefit and
protect the environment.

“0ur best ecamples (for bamboc propa
gation) are thuse in Puray and Karugo, It’s
something that’s not difficult to do. itis 2
joint effort between government, Rotary
Interrational, indigenaus peaple and [the]
cammunity. Its abeautiful model that

shauld bz replicated all over the Philip-

-'Pﬂﬂﬂﬁ*&&hﬂﬂﬁ- ¥ W

ay P30
L id ! hﬁmiﬁrz@m&

CONTRIE EDPHOTO

WMRE&H a mlmrml F15 °
million in district grants for the Kanigo
praject,

The Kilusang SK (Kawayan; Kalikasan,
Kaunlaran, Kabuhayan, Kinabukaszn) |
Foundation, faunded by Savellano,
hias supported the organization of the
Puray and Karuge projects. The bamboo
pripagules planted in 2022 in Karugo are
estimated to muktiply to 142,000 bamboo

culms in five years and 228,000 culms in
eight years.

="
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Another Adopt-A-Park
launched in Caloocan

CALODCAN City Mayor [ale Gonzalo"Along" Mal-
apitan and Metopolitan Manila Development Aun-
thority (MMDA} Acting Chairman Atty. Don Artes
led the launching of the Adopt-A-Fark project, a
city's joint venture with the MMDA on Thursday at
Caloocan Matare Park, Barangay 179,

The local chicf executive extended his gratitude to
MMDIA for the opporfunity to aid in the refabilitztion
and development uf the said park; providing moce
Open green spaces to the city's residents.

‘53

i a.rrlﬂm%gi.iﬂn 3] dopt-A-Park program ny
]‘v'II'-iD..ﬁP;, mahilis .pnpnanngig ngéawh ang 'Etjurrang

yeloto upang mapaganda at umqa;mpaa_ngig.:lnf
magiﬂ -cocanl'ﬁ:iufel‘ﬂrk," Mayor Alenp said.
‘Maramirg salamat <ina ChairmanArtes at MMDA

General Manager Fopoy Lipana na nagng katowang
natin sa naturang proyekto.”

Agcording to the Mayor, the poal of the program is
to help further develop the remaining 0.78 ha of the
said park and likewise improve the areas that were
alrendy developed.

"Layunin po nitong mas mapa-unlad pa ang ating
open gmapmmwﬂmmpanﬁapan
ang 111 eklarya na ating na-develop at maisaayos pa
ang etilirang .78 eklarya ng nasabing parke,” Mayor
Alungs said, :

He: likewise cmphesized thal as Caloocan maoves
toward progress and continuous development in in-
frastructure, the city guvernment shall continue (0 be a
stewrard of the environment and conserve its natural
TEGOUTORE, ER
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Alternergy secures NWRB permit

ALTERNERGY Holdings Corp.
saiel its subsidiary [butan Mini Hydro
Corp, (IMHC} has secured a warer
permit from the National Water
Resources Board (NWERD) for the
development of a run-of-tirer hydto
power plant in Tiugao province

Eduarde Martinez Mirands,
IMIIC president and chief execu-
tive officer, said further permit-
ting actvities will be pursued,
particularly the consert from the
indigenous penples, following the
issuance of rthe NWRE permir for
the Thulao 2 hydro project.

*In the coming months, we will
commence the conduct of the ac-
tHivities toobtain the Free and Pror
Informed Consent of our host
indipenous cultaeal communities.
This 2 long and tedious process
but we alteady ganed expeticnce
from our other projects. We are
confident in due course we will
have the consent of the commini-
tes, " said Mirunda, in a stascment

Alternergry said the developmen:
of Ihulag 2 also involves the devel-
opmenit, construciion and operaton

of 7.4 megpatts (BN by oo

power o be located in Barangay Bo-
log in Kiangzen and in Barangay Calsa
n Lagawe that will haress 2 portion
of the flow of water from the Thulao
River to convert o enetgy

The company said Tbulao 2
fortns part of its portfolio of hy-
dro projecte in Ifugao thatincludes
the 174 MW Asin-Hungduan and
Thulao 1 in Kiangan as well as the
6.3 MW Lamut project in the mu-
nicipalides of Lamurand Asipulo.

Alternergy said part of the
proceeds of its upcomiag inital
public offering will be used to
fund pre development activities of
projects in the pieline including
the Ibulao 2 project

The company is set to be listed
at the Philippine Seock Exchange
o March 24,

Alvernetgy aims to develop up
o 1,370 MW of additional wind,
affshore wind, solar and tun of
tiver hydro projects.

The company slso has an ongo-
ing partnership with Shell Owver
seas Investment BV, to porsue
aftshore wind projects in the

'Philippines. Jeed Macapagal
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4.8 magnitude na lindol, tumama sa Quezon

LUCENACITY —Nasa  Naitala ang « camar ng igtruktura =& island
4.3 megnitude na lindel pagyaniy sa 76 kilome- alities na POGI o
ang rig =& lalewigan  tmo Iﬂwmn ng  Polillo Grouy ﬂ]!dan:_hna
ng « nn kahapen ng inabibilandgs Jomlig,
umaga,:m;ﬂaﬂ ppma Idlnnm : lille, Pa-

Int-sn:rly 2 naman ang mimian atEurdeus.

Seismalogy g"hmm:ﬂ} naramdaman sa Dingalan Ayon kay Earl Aizell
ban- at Baler, Aurora; at Intensity Aum}m, operation and

dangadn&ﬂ:ﬁ&ru;u 1 sa Malolas City at Pla- Dﬂﬁmrm MDRR-
rg tumama ang | ridel, Buacan; Mercadess, MG P hah_amrang
olillz nasabing Bugar -Earrraﬂnaﬁ Narte; Gapan mbg &g nara-

at hindi fin nagtagal ang  City at Gabakion, Nueva ng g tae partku-
gL Ecija; at Infanta, Alabat, at iarar;gnmka.uwmbﬂm]

A L}g Emw CHiezon. na pa aan bagamat

4.8 magnitude na Iinrait;l ay Sa nito, walang  naglabasan ang mgaito sa

tumama sa karagatang naging epekio ang pag-  Kani-sanilan gamn
sakop ng Jmig ksl yaﬁbg a:anga guzali gt f?hn Samﬁ%atﬂwg
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UN ocean treaty talks resume

to save biodiversity

UNITED Mations mermbers gather
Monday in New York to resume
efferts 1o forge a long-awaited
and elusive treaty to safeguard
the world's marine biodiversity.

Beatly two-thirds of the ocean
lies emtside national boundaries
on the high szas where fragmented
and unevenly enforced rules seek
to minimize human impacts,

The goal ol the UN meetings,
running through March 3, is to
produce a unified agreement for
the conservation and sustain-
able use of those vast marine
ecosystems. The talks, formally
called the "Intergovernmental
Conference on Marine Biodiver-
sity of Areas Bevond National
Junsdiction,” resurie negotia-

tions suspended last fall without
agreement on a final treaty.
“The ocean is the life supporl
system of our planet,” said Boris
Worm, a marine biologist at
Canada's Dalhousie University.

"For the longest time, we did not

feel we had alarge impact onthe
high seas. But that notion has
changed with expansion of deep
sea fishirig, mining, plastic polls-
tion, climate change,” and other
human disturbances, he said,
The UN Lalks will focus on
key gquestions, including: How
should the boundaries of marine
protected areas be drawrn, and by
whom? How should institutions
assesa the environmental impacts
of commerrial activities, such as

shipping and mining! And who
has the power to enforce ules?

“This is our largest global com-
mons,” said Nichala Clark, an
oceans expert who follows the
negotiations for the nonpattsan
Pew Research Center in Wash-
ington, D.C. “We are optimistic
that this upcoming round of
negotiations will be the omne to
get a treaty over the finish line."

‘The aim of the talks is not to
actually designate marine pro-
tected areas, but to esiablish a
mechanism for deing se. “lhe
goal is to set up 2 new body that
would accepl submissions for
specific marine protected areas,”
Clark =aid.

Marine biologist Simon In-

gram at the University of Plym-
outh in England says there's an
urgent need for an accord.

“It's a really pressing time for
this — especially when you have
things like deep-sea mining that
could be a real threat (o biodi-
versity before we've even been
able to survey and understand
what lives on the ocean foor”

Ingram said.

Experts say that a global oceans
t-eaty is needed to actally en-
frce the UN Biodiversity Confet-
ence’s recent pledge to protect 30
percent of the planet’s oceans, as
well as its land, for conservation,

"We need a legally binding
framework that can enable coun-
tries 10 work together 1o acmally

Mations.”

achieve these goals they've agreed
to,” said Jessica Battle, an expert
un oceans governance at World
Wide Fund for Nature

With nearly half the planet's
surface covered by high seas, the
1alks are of great importance, said
Gladys Martinez de Lemos, ex-
ecutive director of the nonprofit
Interamerican Association for
Environmental Diefense focusing
on environmental i5s1e5 ACTOSS
Latin America.

“The treaty should be strong
and ambitious, having the au-
ihiority to establish high and fully
protected areas in the high seas,”
she said. "Half of the warld is at
stake these weeks at the United

AP




