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HE Mantlme Industry Authority (Ma—
rina) is investigating the alleged sus-

picious activities of Chinese dredgers

operating in Manila Bay that were raised by
the National Coast Watch Center (NCWC),

an interagency maritime surveillance and

coordinated response facility.

“Based on the special report
of NCWC, several foreign ves-
sels were allegedly engaged in
suspicious activities and were
observed to be operating outside

their approved ar areas of opera-

tion as against the issued special
permit by Marina,” the maritime
authority said in a report.

The NCWC claimed the Chi-
nese dredgers were operating

without a clearance from the

Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) and Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate
from the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources-
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(DENR-MGB).

*The NCWCalso asserted that the
Chinese dredgers allegedly failed to
secure a ‘No Objection Clearance
from the Office of the National
Security Adviser, Marina said.

The report was endorsed by
Malacanang to Manna on Nov.
29,2022,

The NCWC isled by the Phil-

obes Chinese
anila Bay

ippine Coast Guard and is the
operating arm of the National
Coast Watch Systen.

The NCWS is run by the Na-
tional Coast Watch Council and
is composed of the Department
ofT'_' .,portanon DENR, De-
partment of Defense, Depart-
ment of Energy, Department of
Justice, Department o Foreign
Affairs, Department of Agricul-
ture, Department of Finance, and
Department of the [nierior and
Local Governmenit.

It is chaired by the executive
secretary. THE MANILATIMES
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By LORENZ S. MARASIGAN

: ’.E@I_orenzmamsx;gan :

HE National Coast Watch
~_{| " Center (NCWC) has flagged

alleged “illegal” activities of

Chinese dredgers in Manila Bay and
rivers in Zambales.

Inareportsubmitted tothe Mari-
time Industry Authority (Marina),
the NCWC said Chinese vessels al-
legedly conducted dredging of recla-
mation sand and transport it to the
reclamation areas in Manila Bay.

The report listed “suspicious ac-
tivities of the Chinese dredgers that
were found to be operating outside
their approTed areas of operation as
-against the issued Special Permit”
from the: Marina.

NCWC also noted that Chinese

dredgers were allegedly “ @peratmg

without a dredging clearance’ from

the Departmentof Public Works and

Highways(DPWH), “hadno. anron— .

mental ComplianceCertificate” from

theDepartment of Environmentand
- Natural Resources-Mines and Geo-

sciences Bureau (DENR-MGB), “had
no memorandum of agreement” be-
tween the DENR and the dredging
company, “had no accreditation”
from the DENR-MGB, “had no pre
transport permit” from the DENR-
MGB, and “hadno” Notice To Proceed
for their operations.

The NCWC also asserted that
the Chinese dredgers allegedly

failed to secure a “No Objection

Clearance” from the Office of the
National Security Adviser, It also

-flagged the said dredgers of “ op-

st Watch Center tlags activities
hinese dredgers in Manila Bay

eratingwithfalse Automatic Iden-
tification System (AIS),” which es-
sentially allows the authorities to
properly raonitorand recorc their

¢ exact movements inside Philip-
. pine territorial waters.

* Allegedly, they turned off their
AIS during operation and while
berthed, according to the NCWC.

Following the report, Marina is

‘now conducting an investigation
- and may revoke the special permits

issuedtothe Chinesevesselsand may

.alsoimpose sanctions and penalties

against them.

NCWCisaliinteragencymarit'ir.]e
surveillanze and coordinated us
led by the Philippine Coast kmc rd
Itisattached under the Office of t!
President through the Office of rht'-
Executive Secretary.
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Taking stock of the latest news about :
‘Manila Bay Reclamation, Masunﬁl Geare-
serve, and Kaliwa Dam. A syste taha re-
gards the natural envii'onment a ices
- of the marginalized as incon ial at
worst and inconvenient at best is bm,lnd to
implode, if it hasn’t already.
Dr. Pamela Cajilig, @anthropam
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‘Suspicious’ dredging in Manila Bay,
- Zambales being probed by MARKINA

 BY MYLA IGLESIAS
T| E Maritime Industry Author-
ity (MARINA) is conducting an
investigation into the alleged “suspi-
cious” activities of Chinese dredgers
operating in Manila Bay and rivers in
Zambales as raised by the Natonal
Coast Watch Center (NCWC), an
intet-agency maritime surveillance
and coordinated response facility.

The MARINA probe is centered
ol the findings of an NCWC spe-
cial report, which states, among
others, that several foreign vessels
have al]cgcdly been engaged in
susplaous activities and have been
obsetved to be operating outside
tht%r approved areas of pperation
covered under special permits is-
sued by the MARINA.

The special report likewise said

inese dredgers were operating

ithout a dredging clearance from

¢ Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH), have no

vironmental Compliance Cet-

'l icate (ECC) from the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural
Resources-Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (DENR-MGB), have no
memotandum of agreement with
the DENR, have no accreditation
from the DENR-MGB, have no
ote transport permit from the
DENR-MGB and, have no notice
to proceed for their operations,

The Chinese dredgers also sup-
posedly failed to secure a “No Ob-
jection Clearance” from the Office
of the National Security Adviser.

Another violation flagged by
the NCWC was that the Chinese
dredgers had been operating with
a fake Automatic Identification
System (AIS), which allows au-
thotities to properly monitor and
record their exact movements
inside Philippine territorial waters.

Such ATS, it also said, was turned
off during operation and while the
dredgers are berthed.

The NCWC special report was
endorsed last November for MA-
RINA’s “appropriate action” by
Malacafiang, through Deputy

Executive Secretary for general
administration Naealla Bainto
Aguinaldo.

The NCWC is the premierinter-
agency maritime surveillance and
coordinated response center led by
the Philippine Coast Guard and is
attached undler the Office of the
President through the Office of
the Executive Secretary.

The NCWC is the operating
atm of the National Coast Watch
System, which in turn is run by
the Nadonal Coast Watch Council
which acts as the central body that
provides strategic direction and
promulgates policy guidelines.

Tt is chairec| by the Executive Sec-
retary and is composed of govern-
ment agencies, namely the Depart
ment of Transportation, the DENR,
the Departirent of Defense, rhe
Department of Energy, the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Department of
Foreign Affzirs, the Department
of Agticulture, the Department of
Finance, and the Depattment of
Interiot and Local Govcmmmr
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Chinese were operating without clearances
and permits from, among other agencies,
the public works and environment
departments, the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau, and the Office of the National
Security Adviser. _

The Chinese dredgers have also
been operating with a false automatic
identification system, the NCWC report
said, and at times turning them off so
Philippine authorities could not track
their movements and locations.

The dredgers were operating without the
following according to NCWC: Clearance
from the Department of Public Works
and Highways; environmental compliance
certificate from the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources-MGB;
memorandum of agreement with the DENR;
accreditation from the DENR-MGB; ore
transport permit and a notice to proceed
from the DENR-MGB.

The NCWC also asserted that the Chinese
dredgers failed to secure a “no objection

clearance” from the Office of the National
Security Adviser.

Aside from the NCWC report which
Marina is looking into, the agency in
January said that it will investigate a
group’s complaint that Chinese dredgers
and their crew members had been
operating in Manila Bay illegally.

The complaint was lodged by the
Samahan ng Nagkaka-Isang Marinong
Pilipino with the Department. of Labor
and Employment, and the Department of
Migrant Workers.

SNMP claimed the dredgers that were
supposed to be bareboat charters should
be temporarily under the Philippine flag.
It cited a Marina resolution disallowing
Chinese vessels and crew from doing
business in local waters unless they secure
a special permit from the agency.

One of the contractors in the Manila
Bay reclamation project, China Harbor
Engineering Corp., was algo tagged as
using a 3-in-1 dredger similar to the ones
used in reclaiming outcrops in the West
Philippine Sea, SNMP added.

China First Engineering Company,
the main contractor of the Waterfront
Reclamation Project, also has vessels that
were reportedly the subject of an ongoing
Philippine Coast Guard investigation for
conducting alleged illegal activity in Manila
Bay, the group said.

During Senate budget deliberations
last November, the DENR said there
were 19 reclamation projects in Manila
Bay alone.

Senators at the time asked the DENR
if it's true that there were a total of
187 reclamation projects all over the
country.

At one point during the hearing, Senator
Francis Tclentino joked that with the
many reclamation projects and “several
islets apparently being constructed near
the shores of Manila Bay,” the Philippines
may eventually have 7,122 islands instead
of 7,107,

“There’s a possibility that we will
no longer see the beautiful Manila Bay
sunset?” Senate President Juan Miguel
Zubiri asked for his part.
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Save Masung

 What we used to caﬂMlm,tlhasﬁnce
become prime real estate in a rent econo-
my, coveted by the rich and entitled.

. DOJ Secretary Boying Remulla, who

I HAVE yet to visit the Masungi Geores-

erve. Buflhaveseenitseveralnmeson
Youtube.

My 10-year-old granddaughter visited
the plac lastyea_rinaﬁeldtripormized
by her school. She was raving about ‘it,
and has since become very interested in

ental conservation.

TIRG Sty ey e S ol
to a campsite in Tanay, where my grand-
kids learned about life outside the urban
sprawl where they grew up -- kindling a
fire, sleeping in a tent without air-con-
ditioning, fetching water from a nearby
brook, and breathing fresh air. i

Last year, we read Masungi was in the
headlines because some armed men who
must have been agents of a land developer
or a quarry company, parked their un-
wanted selves inside, claiming part of the
georeserve for their private destruction.

Now it Fs the controversy-laden Bureau
of Corrections, devoid of a Bantag and
now headed by 2 Catapang, which wants
to build its headquarters and housing for
pcrsonnel in. some. 2?0 hectares of the
area. 1

| ' :
&k vnat history once

has announced a poliﬁ of regionalizing
our prisons system, transferring the main
jail in Sablayan, 00cidtﬁntal Mindoro, al-
ready a penal colony since yesteryears,
now supports his BuCor director’s plan to
hold office at Masungi, far from Sablayan
 Why in heaven’s e should
\lm be far from the supervised? Move
EHQ and prison fo Sablayan, for chris-

The national penitentiary also has long-

ed sites in Iwahig, Puerto Princesa,

in Davao del Norte, San Ramon in Zam-
boanga City, and Abuyog in Leyte.

There was a time when the huge army
reservation in Laur, Nueva Ecija, on part
of which stands Fort Magsaysay, was
eyed as a transfer site fcxr the Munti peni-

tentiary.
One wonders why Catapa.ng wants Ma—_
sungi for office nem;ﬂj,
the award of residenti s 0 them of-

ficials and employees, |so far away&om
the penitentiary?

Catapang has averred that the Masamg;:
area willnotbe a ntiary, and no pris-
oners will be housed tI?erem, just offices
and residences.

Wow! Hewantsto&ellki cesqf

the Supreme Court who have io City
refenred toas the \ offices and residences where they m
AF Ori ; dmngﬂxehotsummermunths"
Pearl of the Orient will e 4 otas o s Bagin el
forever be marred and certainly is cooler than Munti.
- defaced, all becau Masuugtshouldbeatadcolderﬂm&
hf F o highlands of Tanay before retired gener-
there is no foresight, 2k 9ot filles or tax dotldbatiohsto govikl
no urban planning, ment land mﬁd parked khemicges, their
no pride of place, only o ke Demlor
monumental greed What used to be beautiful soeneryjtms
| ; ii now become a hodgepodge of commercial

and residential areas, sconer than soon
densely populaled as welI

That is what will happen to the Ma-
sungi Georeserve, its flora and fauna now
conserved well by a foundation under an
agreement with the DENR in 2002. It is
part of the wooded landscape that protects
the Upper Marikina watershed.

There is so much more government
property in Region 4 if the justice secre-
tary wants to have a prison compound oth-
er than in Region 4-A whether in Bat:m-
gas, Laguna, or even his native Cavite.

Not a beautifully preserved environ-
ment such as Masungi, please!

President Marcos Jr. must revoke a
proclamation signed by his predecessor
Gloria Macapagal in order to save
Masungi for generations yet to come. *

That would be key for the Land Reg-
istration Authonty, which like the Bureau
of Corrections is under the supervision of
the DOYJ, to revoke the OCT it issued last
year. | | ;

et

Twenty BuCor personnel went to Ma-
sungi upon orders of Catapang to conduct
an mspacﬂon of their future “deve:lop-
ment” site.

Catapang has a newly minted original
certificate of title dated September 22,
2022, based on Presidential Proclamation
1158 issued by then PGMA on September
8, 2006, for use as the new site of the New
Bilibid Prison which now occupies about
the same area of land in Muntinglupa. -

Government, then and now, is looking
at pnvatlzmg the present site of NBP to
raise revenuges. The area, once farmland,
has become part of a metropolis that keeps
crying out for land for people to dwell in.
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 ANG MGA LIKAS NA YIMAN

IlAYm@om sobra-sobra na ang pagiging sa-
kim sa kayamanan at kapangyarihan at hindina
kayang makuntenito sa kung anong meron silana
dapat nilang ipagpasalamat. !

Kaya naman maging ang inang Kalikasan ay
‘sobra-sobra kung pagsamantalahan athindina
inisip kung ano ang magigmg ng kanilang
gagawing pagmak salikas nayaman ng ating

Hay ilang nag-iinteres sa Slerré Madre. Nais
na sirain ito para sa kanilang kapakinabangan.

Alam ba nilang ang kahabaan ng Bundck Sier-
ra Madre, mula sa lalawigan ng Cagayan hang-
gang sa lalawigan ng Quezon, ang dahilan kung
bakit hindi masyzdong napipinsala ang Metro

zon sa paghagupit ng malalakas na bagyong du-
maraan atumahma sa Pilipinas.
- Kaya nga ‘ang Sierra Madre ay tmagunang
"Backbone of Luzon.”
Ngayon naman ang pinag-iinteresan ay ang
Masungi Georeserve na dati nang hap@gsaman-

talahan at nangilang ¥ ong bahagi
na ginawang negosyo sa tulong ilang tiwali sa
local government unit at Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources.

Ang Masungi Georeserve ay lugar kung saan
nakatago ang mga likas na yaman tulad ng pi-
nanggalingan ng tubig, mga malalaki at matatan-
dang bato na kagubatan ang mismong mga
hayop nnmmamahay rito sa iltt.ll na la]awman
ngRizal.
poses “Kung plano nﬁ Bureau of Corrections na illpat
dito o kaya naman ay gawing extension ng New
'Bilibid Prison, aba'y huwag naman sana dahil
nmasahnm na naman ang kag jbatan at mga

Ihnﬂaatmgalm p!tnalalamgamsabuongLu- -

1 na dapata“y I
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A new hope for mining

By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

xtracting minerals from
the ground can either be a
blessing or curse to the pec-

ple and the environmen..

Metals are widely used in our
daily lives—from buildings, cell
phones, jewelry to transporta-
tion. From the macroeconomi:
perspective, mining can play
vital role in spurring Philippin:
socioecanomic development aj
it can generate more emplcy-
ment and boost governmen:
coffers. s

On the other hand, expler-
ing, operating and maintaining
mine sites can adversely impact
our environment. Mining can
affect not only local communi-
ties but also pose health risks
1o the general public if such zn
activity is undertaken in an ir-
responsible way.

The government is counting
on the mining industry to help
shore up the Philippine econ-
omy from the deep recesses of
the pandemic. Precious metals
are |ustrous and the Marces
administration is hoping that
the huge potential of this sector
will illuminate the path toward
the country's economic recov-
ery and long-term growth. The
Philippines, after all, is one of
the world's ‘richly endowed
countries in terms of mineral
resources with considerable de-
posits of gold, copper and nick-
el. Metal prices in the global
market are on the uptrend, even
reaching record price highs in
the previous year. '

The Philippines is estimated
to have about $1 trillion worth
of untapped copper, gold, nick-
¢l, zinc and silver reserves, only
5 percent of which have been
exploited.

_ The Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) has yet to release
the projected metal production
for 2022, In the three quarters
ending September, the value of
metal production expanded by
29.21 percent to Prps6t billion.
The MGB says the sector has
been able to sustain its growth
trajectory due to bullish pric-
es of nickel ore and gold along
with the higher output of gold,
silver, chromite and iron.

To ramp up the develop-
ment of the industry, the gov-

- :
PR T
a o = s
3 e L

fa

g

ernment vowed to clear the
road blocks—the moratorium
on open-pit mining and new
mining projects, to name a few
(which were lifted at the tail
end of the previous Duterte
administration)—that had sty-
mied its growth in the past. The |
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
has started a comprehensive
review of the laws and policies
governing the mining sector

and is hoping to complete the |

process in six,months or so, in
the hopes of building technical
capacity to support this partic-
ular direction.

“We have already acknowl-
edged this as a priority and
therefore, we are going to be
undertaking not just a review of
the existing policies and laws,
which are somewhat dated;
some of them were [enacted)
in the ‘gos, [like] the People's
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991,
the Philippine Mining Act of
1995," says Environment Secre-
tary Maria Antonia Yule-Loyza-

The agency also wants to
ensure the social and physical
advances in science and tech-
nology as well as the Philip-
pines’ development context are
taken into account.

Mining companies have

TV Resource Development inc.'s Canatuan mine in Zamboan-

gadel Norte
i

OPENPIT Nickel Asia Corp.'s j&zgd ianao nickel mine site
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We have already acknowledged this
as a priority and therefore, we are
going to be undertaking not just a
review of the existing policies and

laws, which are somewhat dated

Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
Environment Secretary

lauded the government's pro
nouncement on the revitaliza-
tion of the industry,

Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines (COMP), an assc-
| ciation of the largest mining,
quarrying and mineral pre-
| cessing companies in the coun-
try, says it is ready and willing
1o contribute to the country’s
| postpandemic recovery efforts,
| provided the industry will be
‘allowed to grow and flourish,
|and policymakers will enable
them to achieve the sector’s full
potential responsibly and sus-
| tainably.
| “However, to truly revitalize
our industry—which includes
attracting the right investments
in mining and encouraging the
‘building of enormously expen-

sive minernl processing facili
Lies and manuactmg planis
for elertric vehicle: rr

rewable power projedls—ile
indostry needs: full govern:
ment support in terms G stable

mining and itvesitenl pelicies
that do not change mid/stream,
lower powet , infrastruc
ture, harmonized  locil and
national laws, a fiscal regime
thal consuders die Philippines’
compantiveness vis-a yis ot
er mining jurisdictions, and
incentives,” s COMP chais
Michael Toledo in an euail in-
terview with the Inguirer.

“One area that would pro-
vide a big boost to.our industry
and our country is the enact-
ment of a responsive mining
fiscal regime that would allow

mining to provide a Lonsistent
revente stream for our nation's
coffers, a fair return %Ur invest-
ments, as well as fontinned
benefits for host copmunities
in both goad times and bad,”
atlds Toledo,

“agy

il e Spelnis
The group hopes|-that the
government will address their
conceris and provide support
Lo the sector, allowing them ©
fielp meet the critical materials
fequireinents of enery twansi-
fian
Toledo says they phare the
adnilnisoration's pprimism
ahout mining prosperts given
[l thirust to .[pr:am(ur
ize, leading to the jnmoduc-
fion uf new technolagies that
push demand for ra\'.'ﬁl.ueri'.ds
needed o produce eleceric ve-
Ticles and widertake renewable
efergy projects. r
Although commodity prices
are projectad to stids i the near
terim, Toledo says experts predict
commodity prices o) increase
i the medium-term ¢ompared
with prepandermic leveﬂ»
Philippive Nickel (Industry
Association (PNIA), a honstock
nonprofit association grganized
to promote and develo‘ the do-
mestic nickel mining industry,
says the Philippines will gain
from the steady global demand
for pure nickel as manufactur-

ing sectors shift their produc-
tivn to suppor: the boom in the
electric vehicle industry.

“The Philippines is poised
to benefit from the thrust in
production of manufacturing
sectors; however, before we
can even concretize plans on
putting up the infrastructure
needed for proposed val-
ue-adding processing plants
there is a need to involve the
government in terms of fis-
cal incentives for investors as
well as enticing mining pol-
icies and regulations,” PNIA
president Dante Brave telis
the Inguirer in an email.

“In spite of this steady de-
mand, we believe it will take
a while before the exports re-
turn to prepandemic levels as
there are considerations out
of our control that may affect
our nickel production as well
as overall demand, such as
curcent global inflation, high
interest rates, rismg electricicy
and fuel costs exacerbared by
the ongeing  Russia-Ukraine
war, unfevorable weather, ris-
ing freight charges, and supply
chain disruptions,” Bravo adds.

Hoping o capitalize on
these prospects, one of the
EMIA's key priorities this year
is discussing the feasibility of
building a processing plant
with government stakeholders
and economists,

“We muost first 3scertain
the country's nickel reserve
hefore we undergo such an
undertaking of putting up pro-
cessing plants, particularly in
ensuring quality and quantisy
of output, and futurs-proofing
the gargantuan venturs” says
Bravo.

On the sidelines of the
Warld Economic Forum meet-
ings in Davos last month, Glen-
core, one of the largest and
globally diversified natural re-
source companies in the world,
announced plans to invest in
mineral processing operations
i the Philippines

“They see the Philippines as
a potzntial parmer to process
nickel and copper resources re-
sponsibly and sustainably for
use in electric vehicle batter-

iss and energy storage units,
among others,” szys Communi-
cations Secretary Cheloy Veli-
caria-Garafil. mo-

<

Mining at Canatuan mine has been concluded and the area has

undergone rehabilitation.

EDITORIAL  CARTOO!
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les" he added.
Marcos nafted that

lﬂne what hap ened i m the past few-
yearsy: Lyl ‘rr  GAERCy e T
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" in, once they are finished

cont»mue.ta do," Mazcbs Balsd-. |
~ "We will always make sure that
the mining companies who 'come

that they leave the site in th same
condxﬁmas;tmwhm ﬁaund
i "heaﬂdcd. i

~Meanwhile, Marcos sa
e its

d tpe_
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forest cover — _.gﬁring it a peso

or dollar value and taking ad-
vantage of being more active in
promoting, monitoring, regulat -
ing, and encouxaging the care of
its forests.

"All ous: forest cover is impor-
tant and must remain — that is

giving the Phlhppmes, we fall into

the category of a carbon sink coun-
try because of our forest cover, and
so that is a very waipable asset for
the Philippines," he said. (Argyll
Cyrus B. Geducos)
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. tares," ayon sa ulat.
 Ang pagmimina, ayon
kay Pangulong Marcos ay
natiling mahalagang ba-

hagingekonomiya subakthindi
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NA-INSPIRE o mglgamn ng tapang ang lecal govern-
ment unit ng Brooke’s Point, Palawan sa ginawa ng mga
S:hly on sa pagpatigil sa higanteng mlmng corporation

misira sa kanilang kalikasan.

{ itong nakaraang linggo, nngban'kadaangmga residente
‘ng Brooke’s Point sa erya na ilang taon nang. winawakwak ng
‘Ipilan Nickel Corporation (INC) nang mabatid nila ang

g&m anhan ng LGU para pigilan ang pagwaszk sa kanilang
k

Pero hmd.l katulad ng sa San Femando, Sibuyan island,
Romblon na tila ang mayor ang naging spokesman ng Altai
Philippines Mining Corporation, sa Brooke's Point ang
mismong mayor, vice mayor at mga konsehal pati barangay

[1Hl!L

Talga-Brooke’s Point, Palawan na-msplre
sa Sibuyanon sa pag-alma kontra mining

ang nanguna sa pagbarikada sa minahan ng INC.

_Mismong sina Mayor Cesario , Jr. at kanyang Vme
Mayor na si Jean Feliciano ang sa pagsigaw laban sa
INC na itigil ang pagwasak sa 1Iaa1 eklarya mlang kabunduka.n
dahil walang permiso rito ang LGU.

Sabi ng national coordinator n A]yansa Tigil Mina na 31
Jaybee Garganera, ang pagmimina ng INC sa Brooke’s Point -
ay katulad din ng sa Sibuyan na ang mining company (Altai) ay
walang permiso ng LGU para kumatay ng mga puno at walang
pahintulor ng PPA (Philippine Pen Authmty) para gumawa ng
port at causeway.

Exk |

Noong 2022,nang si Jean Felici angmayorsa 1st class
municipalily ng Brooke’s Point, pinatigil niya ang pagmimina
ng Ipilan Nickel Corporation nang matuklasang nasa 7,000
malalaking puno ang itinumba ng mga tao ng INC sa 20
ektaryang 1aining site.

Binalikan ng INC si Feliciano, ltmamhan siya sa Ombuds-
man. Pinaboran ng korte ang INC. Nasusspinde ng halos isang
taon ng walang suweldo ang palabang babaeng alkalde.

Sa kanyang pagka-suspinde, ang umupong acting mayor ay

" dahil sa ingay ng chainsaw at

nag-isyu ng permit, plﬂayagan ang INC kataym ang mga
higanteng puno. Na ayon sa ulat, nagrek
kay Feliciano na ilang buwan s

! y ratataas na pnno |
sa kabundukan. Kabundukan = na;;a;mhgm ng 33 water-
sheds

-Nang dahil sa ﬁang uum nanﬁ pagmmma, s:mnla 20172,

tuwing bubuhos ar lsann@yon ay lumulubog na
sa bahang may aa; i ng Brooke's Point.

Nang pumu n@ ng lsyu mining sa Sibuyan, nabatid
ang kapangyarihan ng LGU para pro ang kanilar ‘
I-:ahkasan labansamapangw & nammma,n

loob ang taga-Brooke’s Point, nagbmka kasama ang mga
opisyal ng LGU, nanawagan sa t of Environment
and Natural Rcsmm:es (DENR) na pigilan na ang INC sa
kanilang pagmimina dahil wala itong permiso mula sa
kasalukuyang mayor (Cesario Benedito).

Ang istayl pala nitong INC kapag may kalamidad tulad ng
pagbaha, nagbibigay ng kapiranggot na tulong sa mga
mamamayan, siguro para hindi sila masisi sa nangyayaring |
malawakang pagbaha sa Brooke’s Point. Animal! _ ‘




