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HE Maritime Industry Authority {Ma-
rina] is investigating the alleged sus-

•• picious activities of Chinese dredgers
ope.rating in Manila Bay that were raised by
the National Coast Watch Center (NCWe),
an interagency maritime surveillance and
coordinated response facility.

"Based on the special report tion as against the issued special
of NCWC, several foreign ves- permit by Marina," the maritime
sels were allegedly engaged in authority said in a report.
suspicious activities and were The CWC claimed the Chi-
observed to be operating outside nese dredgers were operating
their a roved ar as of opera- without a clearance from the

•ani a
Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) and Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate
from the Department of Bnvi-
ronment and atural Resources ..
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
(DENR-MGB).

'The NCWCalsoassertedthat the
Chinese dredgersallegedlyfailedto
secure a 'No Objection Clearance'
from the Office of the National
SecurityAdviser;"Marina said.

The report was endorsed by
Malacafiang to Marina on Nov.
29,2022.

The NCWC is led by the Phil-

•In e
ippine Coast Guard and is the
operating arm of the National
Coast Watch System

The NCWS IS run by the Na-
tional Coa t atch Council and
is composed of the Department
of Transportation, DENR, De-
partment of Defense, Depart-
ment of Energy, Department of
Justice, Departmen 0 - Foreign
Affairs, Department of Agricul-
ture, Depart ent on nance, and
Department of' .e 1 trior and
Local Gover 1 t.

It is chaired by the executive
secretary. THE MANILA TIMES
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MARINfl investi ates 'suspicious' acfvities of hinese
v.esselsin Manila Bay

se eral foreign vessels were allegedly en-
gaged on suspicious activities and were
observed to be operating outside their ap-
pr~ed areas of operation as against the
is ed special permit by MARINA," the
ag ncy said in a report.

e NCWC, which is led by the Philip-
p~e Coast Guard, earlier reported that the
Chinese vessels were operating without
a dredging clearance from the Depart-
m nt of Public Works and Highways and

no environmental compliance ertifics e
from the De ent of Em ir eta d
Natural Re urces-Mines and Ge sl:i-
ences Bureai

NCWC also said the Ch -ie e dredgr
had no memorandum of agre ment h
the DENR a d no accreditati n fro the
MGB.

"TheNC
nese dredge
'No Objecti

By Darwi G. Amojelar
THE Maritime Industry Authority said
over the weekend it is investigating the
alleged "suspicious" activities of Chinese
ves els operating in the Manila Bay, fol-
lowing the alarm raised by the National
Coast Watch Center-s-an inter-agency.
maritime surveillance and coordinated re-
sponse facility.

"Based on the special report ofNCWC,

C also asserted t
allegedly failed
Clearance' fro

of the National Security Adviser," MA-
RiINAsaid.

Another issue flagged by the NCWC,
b~sed on the MARINA report, was that
t~e Chinese dredgers had b~en ~perating
with false Automatic Ident~~atlon Sys-
tern which allows the authorities to prop-
erly monitor and record their exact move-
ments inside Philippine territorial waters,
and that they turned off their AIS during
~peration and while berthed.
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Co stWatch Center flags activitie
of inese dredgers in Manila B

dredgers were allegedly "operating eratingwith false Automatic Iden-
without a dredging clearance» from tification System (AIS),"which es-
the Department ofPublicWorks and sentially allows the authorities to
Highways(DPWH),"hadno EIljiron- properly r onitor and record their
mental ComplianceCertificate" from exact" movements inside Philip"
the DepartmentofEnvironmebtand . pine territorial waters.
Natural Resources-Mines and Geo- . Allegedly, they turned off their
sciences Bureau (DENR-MGBj,"had AIS during operation and while
no memorandum of agreeme t" be- berthed, according to the NCWC.
tween the DENR and the dredging Followir..gthe report, Marina is
company, "had no accreditation" now conducting an investigation
from the DENR-MGB,"had 0 ore .and may revoke the special permits
transport permit" from the I;lENR- issued to the Chinesevesselsar.dmay
MGB,and "had no"NoticeToProceed also impos e sanctions and penalties
for their operations. against them.

The NCWC also asserted that NCWCisaninteragencymaritime
the Chinese dredgers allegedly surveillance and coordinated u it
failed to secure a "No Objection led by the Philippine Coast Guard.
Clearance" from the Office of the It is attached under the Office of the
National S~c;;urityAdviser,' t also President through the Office of the
flagged the said dredgers of "op- Executive Secretary.

By LOllENZ S. MARASIGAN

IJIflorenzmaraSigan .

THE ational Coast Watch
. Cent r (NCWC) has flagged
alleg d "illegal" activities of

Chinese dr dgers in Manila Bayand
rivers in ZafIlbales.

In arepo t submitted to the Mari-
time Indus ry Authority (Marina),
the NCWC aid Chinese vessels al-
legedly con ucted dredging of recla-
mation san and transport it to the
reclamatio areas in Manila Bay.

The rep rt listed "suspicious ac-
tivities of the Chinese dredgers that
were found to be operating outside
their appro ed areas of operation as
against the issued Special Permit"
from the Mkrina.

NCWC ~so noted that Chinese

- -- ~'---
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Taking stock of the latest news about
Manila Bay Reclamation, Masungi Geore-
serve, and Kaliwa Dam. A system that re-
gards the natural environment and voices
of the marginalized as inconsequential at
worst and inconvenient at best is bound to
implode, if it hasn't already.
Dr. Pamela Cajilig, @anthropam
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'Suspicious' dredging in Manila Bay,
Zambales being probed by MAF~NA

BY MYLA IGLESIAS

T~E Maritime Industry Author-
it}) (MARINA) is conducting an
investigationinto the alleged"suspi-
cious"activitiesof Chinesedredgers
operatinginManilaBayand riversin
Zambale as raised by the National
Coast Watch Center (Ncwq, an
inter-agency maritime surveillance
and coordinated response facility.

~he MARINA probe is centered
on the findings of an CWC spe-
cial report, which states, among
others, that several foreign vessels
have allegedly been engaged in
suspicious activitiesand have been
o~served to be operating outside
thfir approved areas of operation
corered under special permits is-
sued by the MARINA.

The special report likewise said

thinese dredgers were operating
'lnout a dredging clearance from
e Department of Public Works

and Highways (DPWH), have no
~~vironmental Compliance Cer-
~ate (Ecq from the Depart-

ment of Environment and Natural
Resources-Minesand Geosciences
Bureau (DENR-MGB), have no
memorandum of agreement with
the DENR, have no accreditation
from the DENR-MGB, have no
ore transport permit from the
DENR-MGB and, have no notice
to proceed for their operations.

The Chinese dredgers also sup-
posedly failed to secure a "No Ob-
jection Clearance" from the Offtce
of the National SecurityAdviser.

Another violation flagged by
the NCWC was that the Chinese
dredgers had been operating with
a fake Automatic Identification
System (AIS), which allows au-
thorities to properly monitor and
record their exact movements
inside Philippine territorial waters.

SuchAIS,it also said,was turned
off during operation and while the
dredgers are berthed.

The NCWC special report was
endorsed last November for MA-
RINA's "appropriate action" by
Malacaiiang, through Deputy--~--------------'---------------

Executive Secretary for general
administration Naealla Bainto
Aguinaldo.

The NCWC is the premier inter-
agency maritime surveillance and
coordinated l:esponsecenter led by
the Philippine Coast Guard and s
attached under the Office of the
President th rough the Office of
the Executive Secretary.

The NCWC is the operating
arm of the National Coast Watch
System, whi:h in turn is run by
the National Coast Watch Council
which acts as the central body that
provides strategic direction and
promulgates policy guidelines.

It is chairedby the ExecutiveSec-
retary and is composed of govern-
ment agencies,namely the Depart-
ment of Transportation,theDENR,
the Departrr.ent of Defense, the
Department of Energy,theDepart-
ment of Justice, the Department of
Foreign Affairs, the Department
of Agriculture,the Department of
Finance, and the Department of
Interior and LocalGovernment.
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BY ~IA ROMERO
@tribunephC~b~

An inter-agency maritime -;
surveillance unit under the '
Office of thfl Executive
Secretary has flagged the,",
"suspicious activities"';
of Chinese dredgers
allegedly operating
illegally in Manila Bay and
rivers in Zambales,

The National Coast Watch
Center or NCWC has said
in a special report that
the Chinese workers had
been "operating outside
their approved areas" in
violation of the special
permit granted them by
the Maritime Industry
Authority or Marina.

The Palace, through
Deputy Executive Secretary
for General Administration
Naealla Bainto Agttina d ,
endorsed the NCWi report
to Marina on 29 No 'ember
2022.

Daily '1'rib/J,ne has bee
reaching out to Marina to
determine what actions it
had taken, if 3l1y, regarding.
the report ..

. NCWC claimed th
Ta topSgeU
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Chinese dredging 'illegally'
From page 1

Chinese were operating ithout clearances
and permits from, amo, g other agencies,
the public works aid environment
departments, the Mine and Geosciences
Bureau, and the Offic of the National
Security Adviser.

The Chinese dretgers have also
been operating with false automatic
identification system, he NCWCreport
said, and at times turning them off so
Philippine authorities could not track
their movements and locations.

The dredgers were operating without the
following according to [NCWC:Clearance
from the Department of Public Works
and Highways; environmental compliance
certificate from thel Department of
Environment and Natural Resources-Mtlb;
memorandum of agreement with the DENRj
accreditation from the DENR-MGBj ore
transport permit and a notice to proceed
from the DENR-MGB.

The NCWCalso asserted that the Chinese
dredgers failed to secure a "no objection

clearance" from the Office of the ational
Security Adviser.

Aside from the NCWC report which
Marina is looking into, the agency in
January said that it will investigate a
group's complaint that Chinese dnedgers
and their crew members had been
operating in Manila Bay illegally.

The complaint was lodged by the
Samahan ng Nagkaka-Isang .Marinong
Pilipino with the Department. of Labor
and Employment, and the Depart ent of

.Migrant Workers.
SNMP claimed the dredgers that were

supposed to be bareboat charters should
be temporarily under the Philippine flag.
It cited a Marina resolution disallowing
Chinese vessels and crew from doing
business in local waters unless they secure
a special permit from the agency.

One of the contractors in the Manila
Bay reclamation project, China l~arbor
Engineering Corp., was also tagged as
using a 3-in-1 dredger similar to the ones
used in reclaiming outcrops in the West
Philippine Sea, SNMP added.

China First Engineering Company,
the main contractor of the Waterfront
Reclamation Project, also has vessels that
were reportedly the subject of an ongoing
Philippine Coast Guard investigation for
conducting alleged illegal activity in Manila
Bay, the group said.

During Senate budget deliberations
last November, the DENR said there
were 19 reclamation projects in Manila
Bay alone.

Senators at the time asked the DENR
if it's true that there were a total of
187 reclamation projects all over the
country.

At one point during the hearing, Senator
Francis Tolentino joked that w th the
many reclamation projects and "several
islets apparently being constructed near
the shores of Manila Bay," the Philippines
may eventually have 7,122islands instead
of 7,107.

"There's a possibility that we will
no longer see the beautiful Ma ila Bay
sunset?" Senate President Juan \1iguel
Zubiri asked for his part.
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I HAVE yet to visit the Masungi Geores-
erve. But I have seen it several times on
Youtube,

My IO-year-old granddaughter visited
the place last year in a field trip organized
by her school. She was raving about it,
and has since become very interested in
environmental conservation.

The family vent after a few months
to a campsite in Tanay, where my grand-
kids learned about life outside the urban
sprawl where they grew up -- kindling a
fire, sleeping in a tent without air-con-
ditioning, fetching water from a nearby
brook, and breathing fresh air.

Last year, we read Masungi was in the
headlines because some armed men who
must have been agents of a land developer
or a quarry company, parked their un-
wanted selves inside, claiming part of the
georeserve for their private destruction.

Now it ~sthe controversy-laden Bureau
of Corrections, devoid of a Bantag and
now headed by a Catapang, wh ch wants
to build its headquarters and housing for
personnel in some 270 hectares of the
area.

" What history once
referred to as the
Pearlof the Orient will
forever be marred and
defaced all because
there is no foresiqht,
no urban planning,
no pride of place, only
monumental greed~~

Twenty BuCor personnel went to Ma-
sungi upon orders of Catapang t conduct
an inspection of their future "develop-
ment" site.

Catapang has a newly minted original
certificate of title dated September 22,
2022, based on Presidential Proclamation
1158 issued by then PGMA on September
8,2006, for se as the new site of the New
Bilibid Prison which now occupies about
the same area of land in Muntinglupa.

Government, then and now, is looking
at privatizing the present site of NBP to
raise revenuFs.:rn area, once farmland,
has become part of a metropolis that keeps
c in' out fdr land for eo~le to dwell in.
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Save Masungi
What we used to call Munti has since

become prime real estate in a rent econo-
my, coveted by the rich and entitled.
. DOJ Secretary Boyi?g Remulla, who
has announced a policy of regionalizing
our prisons system, transferring the main
jail in Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro, al-
ready a penal colony since yesteryears,
now supports his BuCo~ director's plan to
hold office at Masun i, ljrr from Sabia an.

Why in heaven's name should super-
isors be far from the supervised? Move

both HQ and prison to Sablayan, for chris- .
sakes.

The national penitentiary also has long-
reserved sites in Iwahig, Puerto Princesa,
III Davao del Norte, San Ramon in Zarn-
boanga City, and Abuyog in Leyte.

There was a time when the huge army
reservation in Laur, Nueva Ecija, on part
of which stands Fort Magsaysay, was
eyed as a transfer site for the Munti peni-
tentiary.

One wonders why Catlapan~ants Ma-
sungi for office head uarters, incl mg
the award of residential plots to their of-
ficials and employees, so far away from
the penitentiary?

Catapang has averred that the Masungi
area will not be a penitentiary, and no pris-
oners will be housed therein, just offices
and residences.

Wow! He wants to be like justices of
the Supreme Court who have Baguio City
offices and residences where they meet
during the hot summer months?

Masungi is not as cool as Baguio, but it
certainly is cooler than Munti.

Masungi should be a tad colder that the
highlands of Tanay befbre retired gener-
als got titlesor tax declarations to govern-
ment land and parked themselves, their
fighting cocks, and now weekend resorts
thereat.

What used to be beautiful scenery has
now become a hodgepodge of commercial
and residential areas, sooner than soon
densely populated as well.

That is what will happen to the Ma-
sungi Georeserve, its flora and fauna now
conserved well by a foundation under an
agreement with the DENR in 2002. It is
part of the wooded landscape that protects
the Upper Marikina watershed.

There is so much more government
property in Region 4 if the justice secre-
tary wants to have a priso compound oth-
er than in Region 4-A whether in Batan-
gas, Laguna, or even his native Cavite.

Not a beautifully preserved environ-
ment such as Masungi, please!

President Marcos Jr. must revoke a
proclamation signed by Ihis predecessor
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, in order to save
Masungi for generations yet to come.

That would be key for the Land Reg-
istration Authority, which like the Bureau
of Corrections is under the supervision of
the DOJ, to revoke the OCT it issued last
year.
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Sl ve ~ Facebook and Inslagram t
take~lf m the poolside a' ~ of ~ e
shov it e bay overtaken by ay san , pi
resu t (f reclamation grant will'" I
by the P ilippine Reclama n Aut It
and oc 1 government units ith jui fl;

tion ov r their municipal.Jv; ITS.
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to ( av t in the southwest. . Ii
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cla med areas, more work rs will . ra te
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1\01 for what? For WElthy 0 p.-
err to y condominium its facrll ~
fal lee unset at the expe ~e of ~~ er
cit es a: d the environmer 1, while IjlI i il§

to he b llions already OWl Mby its'd f~
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MAY mga tao na sobra-sobra na ang pagiging sa-
kim sa kayamanan at kap.angyarihan at hindi na
kayang makuntento sa kung anong meron sila na
dapat nilang ipagpasalamat.

Kaya naman maging ang Inang Kalikasan ay
sobra-sobra kung pagsamantalahrn at hindi na
inisip kung ana ang magiging bun!f' ng kanilang
gagawing pagwasak sa likas na yaman ng ating
bansa. .

May ilang .nag-iinteres sa Sierra Madre. Nais
na sirain ito para sa kanilang kapakinabangan.

Alam ba nilang ang kahabaan n9 Bundok Sier-
ra Madre, mula sa lalawigan ng Cagayan hang-
gang sa lalawigan ng Quezon, ang dahilan kung
bakit hindi masyadong naplplnaala ang Metro
Manila at mga kala pit na lalawigan sa buong Lu-
zon sa paghagupit ng malalakas na bagyong du-
maraan at tumatama sa Pilipinas.

Kaya nga ang Sierra Madre ay tinaguriang
"Backbone of Luzon."

Ngayon naman ang pinag-iinteresan ay ang
Masungi Georeserve na dati nang napagsaman-
talahan at natayuan na ng ilang pribadong bahagi
na ginawang negosyo sa tulong ng ilang tiwali sa
local government unit at Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources.

Ang Masungi Georeserve ay lugar kung saan
nakatago ang mga likas na yaman tula ng pi-
nanggalingan ng tubig, mga rnalalaki at matatan-
dang bato na nasa kagubatan ang mismong mga
hayop na namamahay rito sa tiblib na lalawigan
ng Rizal.

Kung plano ng Bureau of Corrections na ilipat
dito 0 kaya naman ay gawing extension ng New
Bilibid Prison, aba'y huwag na~n sana dahil
masasalanta na naman ang kagl,lbatan at mga
yamang bato nito at kabundukan na dapat ay
masilayan pa ng mga susunod na henerasyon.

" .
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Poglipot ng BuCor
SO Mosungi hinnrnnq
Tutol ang Masungi Georeserve Foundation

Inc. (MGFI), caretaker sa geopark mula pa noong
2017 sa balak na ilipat ang Bureau of Corrections
(BuCor) headquarters sa bahagi ng 270 ektaryang
Masungi Georeserve. .

Ayon kay MGFI trustee Ann Dumaliang, ang
site ay hindi umano akrna na lagyan ng mga gu-
sali, opisina 0 housing facilities.

Kaya nanawagan ito kina Pangulong Ferdinand
'Bongbong' Marcos Jr. at Environment Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga na pakialaman ang pla-
nong ito ng Department of Justice (DOJ) at BuCor.

Samantala, idinepensa naman ni Justice Secre-
tary Jesus Crispin Remulla ang desisyon ng BuCor
na ilipat ang kanilang headquarters sa nabanggit
na lugar dahil mandate umano ng ahensiya na i-
improve ang penal management system ng bansa
para ma-decongest ang New Bilibid Prison (NBP)
sa Mtintinlupa City. .

"We're looking at the options available to the
BuCor for the next 15 to 20 years. There has to be .
a long-term plan for BuCor," ayon kay Remulla sa
kanyang radio program.

Ipinaliwanag ni Remulla na ikinunsidera nila
ang Masungi area partikular na bahaging sakop
ng Tanay,. Rizal -dahil ito naman ay ini-award -sa
SuCor noong 2006 sa pamamagitan ng proklama-
syon ni dating Pangulo Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
(Juliet de Loza-Cudi~)---__.._. a
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Sa 9-araw na krusqila patun.gQngT Ma/acafiaTlg
Alay·Lakad kontra Kalila Dam nasa Laguna na

Nasa lafawigan na ng Laguna ang mga grupong nag-
sasagawa ng alay lakad kontra Kaliwa dam bilang bahagi
ng kanilang 9 na araw na krusada patungo sa Mafacafiang_

Bago tumulak kahapon ang Alay-Lakad, nagkaroon
ng kolektibong pag-atala sa mga namatay sa Flash Rood
sa Real, Quezon noong Nobyembre 2004_

Ayen kay Nay Conching ng General Nakar, Quezon,
kasinungalingan ang sinasabi na 15 pamilyan!;! katutubo
lang ang apektado ng dam, gayong kasama mla sa nga-
yon ang kumakatawan sa humigit-kumulang 200 pamilya.

Pagdatingsa Famy,Laguna kahapon ay nagdaos sitang
maikling programa.

Sinalubong ang Alay-Lakad ng iba't ibang environ-
mental groups mula sa Laguna at mga youth group na
nagpaabot ng iba't ibang donasyong pagkain at mga tubig
inumin. (Tony Sandoval)
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By Jordeene B. Lagare
@jordeenelagare

xtracting minerals from
the ground can either be a
blessing or curse to the pee .
pie and the envlronmerr;

Metals are widely used in our
daily lives-fr~m buildings. cell
phones, jewelry to transporta-
tion. From the macroecononu;
perspective, mining can playa
vital role in spurring Philippine
socioeconomic development ~i
it can generate more employ
ment and boost government
coffers.

On the other hand, explcr
ing, operating and malntainlng
mine sites can adversely impact
our environment Mining can
affect not only local communi-
ties but also pose health risks
to the general public if such an
activity is undertaken in an ir-
responsible way.

The government is counting
on the mining industry to help
store up the Philippine econ-
omy from the deep recesses of
the pandemic. Precious metals
are lustrous and the Marcos
administration is hoping that
the huge potential of this sector
will illuminate the path toward
the country's economic recov-
ery and long-term growth. The
Philippines. after all, is one of
the world's 'richly endowed
countries in terms of mineral
resources with considerable de-
posits of gold, copper and nick-
el. Metal prices in the global
market are on the uptrend, even
reaching record price highs in
the previous year.

The Philippines is estimated
to have about $1 trillion worth
of untapped copper, gold, nick-
el, zinc and silver reserves, only
S percent of which have bee
exploited.

The Mines' and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) has yet to release
the projected metal production
for 2022. In the three quarters
ending September, the value of
metal production expanded by
29.21 percent to P17S.61 billion.
The MGB says the sector has
been able to sustain its growth
trajectory due to bullish pric-
es of nickel ore and gold along
with the higher output of gold,
silver, chromite and iron.

To ramp up the develop-
ment of the industry, the gov-
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OPEN PIT Nickel Asia Corp.'s

ernment vowed to clear the
road blocks-the moratorium
on open-pit mining and new
mining projects, to name a few
(which were lifted at the tail
end of the previous Duterte
administration)- that had sty-
mied its growth in the past. The
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
has started a comprehensive
review of the laws and policies
governing the mining sector
and is hoping to complete the
process in six.months or so, in
the hopes of building technical
capacity to support this partic-
ular direction.

"We have already acknowl-
edged this as a priority and
therefore, we are going to be
undertaking not just a review of
the existing policies and laws,
which are somewhat dated;
some of them were [enacted)
in the :90S, [like) the People's
Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991,
the Philippine Mining Act of
1995," says Environment Secre-
tary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyza-
ga

The agency also wants to
ensure the soda! and physical
advances in science and tech-
nology as well as the Philip-
pines' development context are
taken into account,

Mining companies have

We have already acknowledged this
as a priority and therefore, we are
going to be undertaking not just a
review of the existing policies and
laws, which are somewhat dated

Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
Environment Secretary

lauded the government's pro
nouncemeut 011 the ievlt •.liza-
tion of tl-e industry

Chamber of Mines of the
Philippines (COMP), an assc-
dat.on of the largest mining,
quarrying and mineral pro-
cessing companies in the coun-
try, says it is ready and willing
to contribute to the country's
postpandemic recovery efforts,
provided the industry will be
allowed to grow and flourish,
and policymakers will enable
them to achieve the sector's full
potential responsibly and sus-
tainably.

"However, to truly revitalize
our industry-which includes
attracting the right investments
in mining and encouraging the
building of enormously expen-

sive mineral p-oressing filnil
tles dnd llldllutactll!!lIt plant
for elertrir vehlde';:nrl for r
newable power pruje(ls-,he
industry n=eds: filII g.lVern
ment SJpPOlt ill te: HISOt table
mining and investrnenr pcLcies
that do not cua.ige mid-st.eam,
lower power CO"$, intrarruc
ture, harmonized 10(,,1 and
national laws. a fiscal regime
that considers the n'Jilippmfs
comperitiveness vis-a-vis oth
er minmg jurisdictions. and
incentives," says COMP ctar,
Michael Toledo in df entail in-
terview with the Inquirer.

"One area that would pro·
vide a big boost to.our industry
and our country is the enact-
menr of a responsive mining
fiscal regime that would allow

mining to provide a tOllSistent
revenue stream for a r nation's
coffers, 3 fair return Dr invest-
ments, as well as ontinued
benefits fa host COI munities
in both good times nd bad,"
adds Toledo

Tile group hopeSjth3r the
government will add ess their
concerns and provid support
to the SKlol, 0I10win ' them to
help .neet the rrrncatlmarenals
requirements of ener y trausi-
{Inn

Toiedo :AI', they ~hare the
adnuntsrrar 111 s pttmism
abou: mining prospe rs given
lhp glulJdI tll US[ to PCiilbon·
ize, le;;din~ to the n.roduc-
tio« vI new te.huol ies that
push rirn.11d for raw narerials
needed to produce el ctric ve-
hicles and undertake r newable
energy projects,

Although commod~' prices
aT. e projected to slide i the near
term, Toledo says expe predict
commod:ry prices to increase
m the medi.im-term ompared
with prepandetnic leve .

Philippii e Nickel Industry
Association (PNIA), a onstock
nonprofit association rganized
to promote and develo the do-
mestic nickel mining ndustry,
says the Philippines' ill gain
from the steady global demand
for pure nickel as ma ufactur-
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ing sectors shift their produc-
tion to support [he boom in the
electric vehicle industry.

"The Philippines is poised
to benefit from the thrust in
production of manufacturing
sectors; however, before we
can even concretize plans on
putting up the infrastructure
needed for proposed val-
ue-adding processing plants
there is a need to involve the
government in terms of fls-
cal incentives for investors as
well as enticing mining pol-
icies and regulations," PNIA
president Dante Bravo tells
the Inquirer in an email.

"In spite of this steady de-
mand. VIe believe it will take
a while before the exports reo
turn to prepandemic levels as
there are considerations out
of our control that may affect
our nickel production as well
as overall demand, such as
current global inflation, high
interest rates, rising electricity
and fuel costs exacerbated by
the ongoing Russia-Ukrame
war, unfavorable weather, rts-
ing freigtt charges, and supply
chain disruptions," Bravo adds.

Hoping to capitalize on
these prospects, one of the
PNIA's kpy priorities this year
is discussing the feasibility of
building a processmg plant
with government stakeholders
and economists.

"We must first ascerram
the country's nickel reserve
before we undergo such ar
undertaking of puttiug up pro-
cessing plants, particularly In

ensurmg qualir) and quantrv
of outout. and future- proofing
the gargantuan venture,' says
Bravo.

On the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum meet-
ings in Daves last month, Glen-
core, one of the largest and
globally diversified natural reo
source companies in the world,
announced plans to invest in
minerai processing operations
in me Philippines.

"They see the Philippines as
a potential partner to process
nickel and copper resources reo
sponsibly and susrainably for
use in electric vehicle barter-

ies and energy storage units,
among others." says Communi·
cations Secretary Cheloy Veli-
caria-Garafil. INQ·

TVI Resource Development Inc.'li Canatuan mine in Zamboan-
gadel Norte

I
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PBBMvows
to protect environment,

enforce mining aw
President Marcos said his

administration would do a
"meticulous balancing" to
protect the environment and
enforce the country's law on
responsible mining.

Marcos said this in re-
sponse to a question about
his policy on protecting the
environment in the Cordillera,
especially regarding mining.

Accordingto the President,
protecting the environment
has always been essential to
his administration's policies.

"In terms of protecting the
environment, it's very clear
what the position of this gov-
ernment has always been... It
has been an important part of
allour policies,"he said.

"We are environ- ~ 7

PBBM VOWS to protect environment,
enforce mining law 1~
mentally cOIjlscious, moving the
economytowards green technologies,
moving our production of power to-
wards renewables," he added. .

President Marcos noted that
mineral exploration and extraction
are essential to his administration's
economic plan.

owever, he said the government
wants to avoid unfortunate incidents
like what happened in the past few
years:

"So, it is really a question of en-
forcing the law in terms of respon-
siblemining, and that iswhat wewill
continue to do," Marcos said.

"We will always make su e that
the mining companies who come
in, once they are finished mining,
that they leave the site in the same
condition as it was when they found
it," he added.

Meanwhile, Marcos said the
country can now mcne tiae its

1-

.forest cover - giving it a peso
or dollar value and taking ad-
vantage of being more active in
promoting, monitoring, regulat-
ing, and encouraging the care of
its forests.

"Allour forest cover is irnpor-
tant and must remain - that is
giving the Philippines, we fall into
the categoryof a carbon sink coun-
try because of our forest cover, and
so that is a very valuable asset fer
the Philippines," he said. (Argyll
Cyrus B.Geducos)
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IGINIIT ni Pangulong
Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. ang
kahalagahan 'w tamang
implementasyo~ ng mining
laws sa bansa.

Kasabay nito, nangako
ang Pangulo na ibabalanse
ang environmental protec-
tion at ekonomiya pagda-
ting sa pagpapapalakas sa
sektor.

Sa panayam sa Pangulo
sa alumni homecoming ng
Philippine Military Aca-~----------------------

demy {PMA) sa Baguio
City, sinabi ng Chief
Executive na ang kanyang
administrasyon ay "envi-
ronment conscious."

"It has been an impor-
tant part of all our poli-
cies ... we are moving the
economy towards green
technologies, we are
moving our production of
power towards renewables so
in that regard, all our forest
cover is important and must

remain," sabi ng Pangulo.
Dahil ang forest cover

ay "valuable asset,"
binanggit ng Pangulo ang
ideya na gawin itong
monetized nang walang
kaakibat na paliwanag.

"We can take advantage
of being more active in pro-
moting and monitoring,
regulating, and encouraging
the care of our forest cover,
of all our environmeaal
assets, it's very, very im r-
tant," sabi pa ng Pangulo

Nakasaad sa data mula sa
environment department <

na "as of 2020," ang Pili-
pinas ay may kabuuang
4,693,821 ektarya ng opf!n
forest formations 0 iyohg
saklaw ang tinatawag na
high ground proportions.

"Closed forest forma-
tions, where a tree crown
exceeds 10 percent of ~e
ground, is pegged at
2,221,173 hectares," ay] n
sa ulat.

Ang pagmimina, ayon
kay Pangulong Marcos ay
mahalagang bahagi ng
ekonomiya subalit "we do
not want some of the inci-
dents that we saw III the past
few years to happen again." ,

Ito ang dahilan kung
bakit ang pagpapatupad
ng batas saresponsablepg
pagrnimina ay "is what
we will continue to do."

"We will always make
sure that the mining corn-
panies who come in, once
they are finished mining
that they leave the site in
the same condition as it was
when they found it," diin
ng Pangulo.
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Resmonsalblellg PI mimina igi -il n-
MULING inulit ni Pangu- vironment conscious" ang nas."ctosedfore5tformations,
long Ferdi and Marcos. Jr. kanyang administrasyon. where a tree crown "exceeds
ang kahalagahan ng ta- Kaya naman patungo 10 percent" of the ground, is
m,ang implemenlasyon ng umano sa makakalikasang pegged at 2,221,173 nee-
batas sa pagmimina sa paraanangpagpupundarma- tares," ayon sa ulat.
bansa. ging ng kuryente kasabay ng Ang pagmimina, ayon

Kasabay nito, nangako pangangalagasa rnga kagu- kay Pangulong Marcos ay
ang Pangulo na ibabalanse batan. nananatilingm~halagangba-
ang environmentalprotection Nakasaadsa datos mula hagingek.onomlYBsubalithindi
at ekonomiya pagdating sa sa environment department umanodapat maulitang rnga
pagpapalakassa sektor. na nitong 2020, may kabuu- hindi magandangpangyayari -.--- ,-----

Sa panayarnsa Pangulo ang 4,693,821 ektarya ng sa nakaraang mga taon. Dapat Llmanongiba ik ng
sa alumm homecoming ng openforestfO(l1ll\lions0 iyong Kayanaman,dapatuma- mga min :ompany sa da-
PIlilippine~i1itaryAcadeI11y saklawangtinatawagna high nongpairalin18!;liang r spon- bng any iiwanan nilang
Baguio y, sinabinitong"en- ground proportionsang.Pilipi- sa eng pagn1mina. mga lugar. KRIS JOSE

I
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NA·lNSPIRE 0 nagkaroon ng tapang ang local govern-
ment unit ng Brooke's Point, Palawan sa ginawa ng mga
Sibuyanon sa pagpatigil sa biganteng mining corporation
na .sl,Imisirasa kanilang kalikasan.

O<>!Nitong nakaraang linggo, nagbarikada ang mga residente
ng Brooke's Point sa erya na ilang taon nang winawakwak ng
Ipilan Nickel Corporation (INC) nang mabatid nila ang
kapanglyarihan ng LGU para pigilan ang pagwasak sa kanilang
kabundukan.

Pero hindi katulad ng sa San Fernando, Sibuyan island,
Romblon na tila ang mayor ang naging spokesman ng Altai
Philippines Mining Corporation, sa Brooke's Point ang
mismoyg mayor, vice mayor at mga konsehal pati barangay

t , I~-
T.elga-~rooke's~oi~t·,Palawan I n~-inspir~
sa Sibuya~onsa pag-al.ma kontra'mining

ang nanguna sa pagbarikada sa minahan ng INC.
Mismong sina Mayor Cesario Benedito, Jr. at kanyang Vice

Mayor na si Jean Feliciano ang nanguna sa pagsigaw laban sa
INC na itig il ang pagwasak sa ilang ektarya nilang kabundukan
dahil walang permiso rito ang LGU.

Sabi ng national coordinator ng Alyansa Tigil Mina na si
Jaybee Garganera, ang pagmimina ng INC sa Brooke's Point
ay katulad din ng sa Sibuyan na ang mining company (Altai) ay
walang permiso ng LGU para kumatay ng mga puno at walang
pahintulotng PPA (Philippine Port Authority) para gumawa ng
port at causeway,

***

nag-isyu ng permit, pinayagan ang INC katayin ang mga
higanteng puno. Na ayon sa ulat, nagreklamo ang mga residente
kay Feliciano na ilang buwan silang hindi makatulog ng maayos
dahil sa ingay ng chainsaw at pa~bagsak ng matataas na puno
sa kabundukan. Kabundukan na napapaJigiran ng 33 water-
sheds.

Nang dahil sa ilang taon nang pagmimina, simula 2017?,
tuwing bubuhos ang malakas na ulan ngayon ay lumulubog na
sa bahang may putik ang ~apatagan ng Brooke's Point.

ang pumutok nga ang isyu ng mining sa Sibuyan, nabatid
ang kapangyarihan ng LGU para protektahan ang kanilang
kalikasan laban sa mapangwaksak na pagmimina, nagkalakas-
loob ang raga-Brooke's Point, nagbarika kasama ang mga
opisyal ng LGU, nanawagan sa Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR~na pigilan na ang INC sa
kanilang pagmimina dahil wa a itong permiso mula sa
kasalukuyang mayor (Cesario B edito).

Ang istayl pala nitong INC ka~ag may kalamidad tulad ng
pagbaha, nagbibigay l!g kapiranggot na tulong sa mga
marnamayan, siguro para hindi sila masisi sa nangyayaring
malawakang pagbaha sa Brooke's Point. Animal!

I

Noong 2022, nang si Jean Feliciano ang mayor sa 1st class
municipali1y ng Brooke's Point, pinatigil niya ang pagmimina
ng Ipilan Nickel Corporation nang matuklasang nasa 7,000
malalakir.g puno ang itinumba ~g mga tao ng INC sa 20
ektaryang mining site.

Binalikan ng INC si Feliciano. Kinasuhan siya sa Ombuds-
man. Pinab,oran ng korte ang INC. Nasusspinde ng halos isang
taon ng walang suweldo ang palabang babaeng alkalde.

Sa kanya ng pagka-suspinde, ang umupong acting mayor ay


