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GREENING PROJECT. The Aboitiz Group renews its partnership with the
Philippine Business for Social Progress for the Cebu A-Park’s reformation of the
150-hectare Buhisan Watershed Forest Reserve with the Central Cebu Protected
'Landscape. Joining the ceremony are (from left) Department of Environment and
Natural Resources provincial environment and natural resources officer Sandra La pinid,
Visayan Electric Company president and chief operating officer Raul Lucero, Aboitiz -
Equity Ventures Inc. first vice president and chief reputation and sustainability officer
Ginggay Hotiveros and PBSP head of finance Dennis Vitug. The Aboitiz Group, through
its #0neAboitizSustainability program, is committed to mobilizing their resources and

- expertise to address the environmental challenges of the day. ¥ L
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i Photo shows - Mt. Ara)_rat'in Parapanga that is a protected
landscape under Republic Act 11684, PHOTO FRIEM 127
AIAYAT MATIONAL PAERIFAUERCON PAGE

BY BELLA CARIASD

WL Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) claims it has made
significant strides in its campaign on protected

area. managemcm, cave and wildlife conservation..

PENR Biodiversity Mamage-
menl Bureau {BEER) Director Na-
tividad Rernardine undérscored
the imporanee.of consening
sildlife and their natural habitats,

“While we are veadipg into
ihe posi-pandeimic era, the B
together witlh DENR frekl offices,
-izLiral'iriu_cs't{? he at.the Forefront of
pratecting, vonsesrviiig and sus-
talially |mua‘;,iri'g the couiny’s
flora and Fauna,” vam;!muwd

She addled that iir 2022, at least
seven more protected areas [PAs)
“vinder theNatibhal Integrated Pro-

tected Arcas System (Nipas) wvere.

established, Bringing th 248 the
Aol numberol protccted areas i
e roniniry with in ARpregnLe ared

of 7.78 millfon hectares..

Amang the seven protected

areas inclitde ML Arayat Protected
Landscape under Republic Act

(RA) 11684, Mt Pulag Protedied
Landscape (RA 11685), Naga-

Hahasalan Pratecterd Landscape

{RA TF68G). Tirad Mass Protecied
Landscape Act {RA 11687), Banagy:
Protected Landscape (A 11688},
Tugho Nalural Bigtic Area (RA
1806} and Sicogon Island Wikl
life Sanétiany [RA 11933),

“the legislation of new pro-
{ected arens alsg contiibuies 1o
the achievement ol the Aichi
Target H of the Convention on
Biological Diversity; which calls
jnr ;mpmwmem and fpcrgase i

the number of protected areas,”
Bernarding said.

Bernandino said at least 131
proiecied areas- éstablished gco-
tinurism {actlities and ameriilies (v
pronaote ecotearism, and at least
171 protected areas estabiished
Integrated lProtected Area Fund
pursifant to the Nipas Act,

“Lar the past five years, an esii-
‘mated P386.8 million was gener-
ated, wherein 75 percent m’ the
amount wis retained 0. the pro-
tected greas,-which transiated to
mcire funds fof the sistainable man-
agemental these areas,” she added.

Bernardino said thé DENRAMB:

tdentified 3,432 cives, ol which
292 arewithin the protected areas.

Shesaid thacintensified wildlife
protectinn effons #nd-the sustain-

able -management. of ecosystems:

brought 12 speciies lo an improved
conservation status..

e Asiai giant sofishell aurile’

{relochelys cantorii) has moved

hum (‘Ild’m;,cr{:d I0 other lhrtal-

species, while four more
cies, the Negros hotned tree
og:{ Platymanltis negrosensis);
lléras gloud -frog/Mi. Data

_@re'sl frog. (Platymiahtis- subter-

; Mindando Meeding-heart
Picolumba crinipera); and.
an water redstart [Rhiyacornis

hitolor) were moved from en:

angered o vulnerable-species,”

he.said thal the country’s 1.3
on heitares of corals com-
ed at Ieast 500 species of corals
and 1,763 reef species, _
ith this immens¢ valuable
{ our coastal and maririe re-
e5, we should ensurethreats
sdiversity are.addressed:and
es on consetvalion are en-
. Bernardino noted,
She-added that the Philippines
d first in the World Risk
] ex 2022, with risks identified
l‘1n5,mg fromr- earthqiakes; ty-
15, [loods, drought, sea-level
} and l:cmﬂul
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Avala unit set
to handle waste
of El Nido resorts

By Jenniffer B. Austria

TEN Knots Phils. Inc., the resorts
subsidiary of Ayala Land Inc. in Pala-

wan, tapped AC Logistics Holdings -

Corp.’s waste management company
to handle waste across its El Nido re-
sorts. '

AC Logistics said in a statement Ten
Knots signed an agreement with Inte-
grated Waste Management Inc. for the
transport, handling and management of
hospital and hazardous waste across the
island resorts of El Nido.

IWMI is one of the leading waste
management companies in the Philip-
| pines specializing in the handling of

hazardous waste that include indus-
trial and hospital wastes. It serves 40
percent of medical establishments in
Metro Manila.

“As our businesses grow and the

tourism industry recovers, the chal-

lenge of managing different types

of waste escalates, too. We at Ten
| Knots are only too glad to work with
' IWMI in addressing these challenges
and meeting our sustainability objec-
tives.” Ayala Land Hotels and Resorts
Corp. president and chief executive
Javier Hernandez said.

Ten Knots operates four island re-
sorts in Palawan including El Nido
Resorts Apulit, Miniloc, Lagen and
Pangulasian Islands.

The company said the COVID-19

- ume of hospital waste like face masks,

' hazmats, PPEs, vials and syringes, dilu-

 ents and expired medicines that require
- proper handling and disposal.

IWMI president Chito Pacheco said

the company would collaborate with the

- group’s El Nido Resorts and Lio Beach in
exploring innovative solutions and prac-
tices that protect El Nido’s communities
and natural environment.

“Through this partnership, we hope
to encourage more organizations to
institutionalize ~proper hazardous
waste management and ensure long-
term positive impact,” Pacheco said.

IWMI is in the forefront in ensur-
ing the responsible handling and dis-
posal of hazardous waste. It has been
in the business of collecting and treat-
ing infectious and hazardous wastes
for more than 30 years.

pandemic resulted in an increase in vol- |




