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DENR cites gains in environmental"
protection amid pandemic

SIGNIFICANT achievements in protect-
ed area management, cave management,
and wildlife conservation have been
recorded even amid the pandemic.

This was disclosed by Natividad Ber-
nardino, director of the g,odiversity Man-
agement Bureau (BMB) of the Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), as she declared that
these achievements are "a testament that
the importance of conserving wildlife and
!heir natural habitats are now prioritized
by communities and policymakers."

"While we are treading into the post-
pandemic era, the BMB - together with
DENR field offices - continues to be at the
forefront of protecting, conseIVin~ and
sustainably managing the country s flora
and fauna," Bernardino said.

1n2!Y22, theBMBmadesubstantialprogress
in terms of protectedarea managementwith
the establisfunent of seven more protected
areas (PAs) under the National Integrated
ProtectedAreasSystem(Nil'AS),whichbrings
to 248 the totalnumber of PAs in the country
withan aggregateareaof7.78 millionhectares.

All seven PAs were legislated, and each
was covered by a RepublicAct (RA).These
are Mt. Arayat Protected Landscape (RA
11684), Mt. Pulag Protected Landscape
(RA llt?85), Naga-Kabasalan Protected

- -,.

By CO~Y
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Landscape (RA 11686), Tirad Pass Protect-
ed Landscape Act (RA 11687), Ban210Pr0-
tected Landscape (RA 11688), Tug\:>oNat-
ural Biotic Area (RA 11806), and Sicogon
Island Wildlife Sanctuary (RA 11933).

In" terms of cave management, the
BMBhas so far identified 3,432 caves, of
which 292 are within PAs.

Meanwhile, intensified wildlife pr~
tection efforts and the sustainable man-"
a~emen! of ecosystems bro?-ght 12 spe-
aes to lffiJ?roved conservation status.

The Asian giant softshell turtle (Pe-
lochelvs cantorii)has moved from "endan-
gered" to "other threatened" species,while
four more species- the Negros homed tree
frog" (Platymantis negrosensis), Cordilleras
cloud frog/Mt. Data Forest frog (Platyman-
tis subterrestris); Mindanao bleeding-heart
(Gallicolumbacrinigera); and Luzon water
redstart (Rhyacomisbicolor)- were moved
from "endangered" to "vulnerable" ~es.

Wildlife Rescue Centers (WRC) also
play a crucial role in wildlife protection,
as these provide temporary shelter for
mistreated and rescued wild animals.

As the "center of the center of marine
biodiversity," the BMB - together with
DENR field offices - continues to work on
the establishment of the Verde Island
,Passage~(VIP)"under the NIYAS._
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ENR hoping to deploy biotech I'e;

solutions to fight climate chan
THE DEPARTMENT of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said it will ex-
plore biotechnology solutions in addressing
climate change.

"Biotechnology is one of the tools that we
can use to boost economic growth, create
jobs, develop healthcare solutions, improve
agri-food systems, and rehabilitate and pro-
tect our environment and natural resources,"
Environment Undersecretary Jonas R. Le-
ones said in a statement.

The DENR said biotech advances will also
I help the department arrive at "scientifically

informed" decisions.
Separately,Trade Secretary AlfredoE. Pas-

cual said developments in the field will also
help the government produce clean energy
and reducing environmental footprints.

"Biotechnology's breakthrough products
and technologies feature multifaceted ben-
efits.Asidefrom creatingvaccinesthat combat
debilitating diseases, biotechnology can pro-
duce clean energy, reduce our environmental
footprint, and make industrial manufacturing
processes safer, cleaner, and more efficient,"
Mr Pascual added. - Ashley Erika O. Jose
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ovt completes 16 resiliency road maps
or climate-vulnerable provinces, cities

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

'# @jor,Lmay.uga

HE!;overnmenthascompleted
the resilience road maps for 16
vulnerable areas, which will

se{ve as a .saide in managing disas-
te risks an: Iclimate vulnerabilities
in he Philippines.

The road maps and their cor-
re~onding investment portfolios
fo risk resi. ience (IPRR) are for 12
cli ate-vulnerable provinces and
fo r major \:rban cities,

he road maps were recently
ed OVErto the Department of

En ironmentand Natural Resources
(D NR)and the Public-Private Part-
ne hip (PPP) Center under the Na-
tio al Economic and Development
Au hority (Neda) last December 19
in uezon C ty.

eveloped under the Risk Resil-
ien y Progr ~:n (RRP) of the Cabinet
Clu ter on Climate Change Adapta-
tio ,Mitigation, and Disaster Risk
Re ction, each road map with IPRR
con ains re :omme nded actions to
ma age the risks and vulnerabilities
in t eclimate-vulnerable areas in the

form of specific resilience measures.
Keyfindings and relevant experienc-
es were also presented by the study
teams that conducted the risk as-
sessments in the climate-vulnerable
areas, during the turnover ceremony.

"These planning documents will
definitely help inform both local
and national investment program-
ming, resulting in more efficient
and climate-responsive programs
that make better use of our limited
resources," DENRUndersecretary for
Finance, Information Systems, and
Climate Change Analiza Rebuelta-
Teh said in a news statement.

The road maps were developed for
the provinces of Siquijor,Eastern Sa-
mar,Northern Samar,NorthCotabato,
Maguindanao, Sulu, Lanao del Sur,
Apayao, Kalinga, lfugao, Mountain
Province, Catanduanes, as wellas the
urban centers ofMetro Manila, Metro
Cebu,Metro Iloilo,and Metro Davao.

The initiative is implemented by
the Neda-PPP Center and the DENR
under the project "Strengthening
Public-Private Partnerships in the
Philippines" with support from the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)

and the Government of the United
Kingdom, through its Urban Climate
Change Resilience Trust Fund.

Key officials who witnessed the
turnover were DENRUndersecretary
for Policy,Planning and International
AffairsJonas Leones;PPPCenterExec-
utiveDirectorCynthiaHernandezand
Director Lerma Advincula; ADB'sur-
ban climate change resilience special-
ist Dr. Ramon Abracosa; and Jacques
Miel-Soliguin, Climate Change, and
EnergyAttache ofthe BritishEmbassy.

Biotech option
BIOLOGICAL technology offers
powerful solutions to mitigate the
effects of climate change, an official
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)said.

As climate change compels expe-
ditious and wise action toward bio-
technology, the DENRis committed
to building opportunities in biotech-
nology to help address this global
phenomenon and achievesustainable
and inclusive growth for all Filipinos,
DENR Undersecretary for Policy,
Planning, and International Affairs
Jonas R. Leones said in a statement.
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Protection
for Kalayaan
Group's seas
pushed
THE passage of a measure in the
House of Representatives that seeks
to declare the waters around the
Kalayaan Island Group (KIG) and
Scarborough Shoal as a marine pro-
tected area will be a boon for Filipino
fishermen in the area.

The benefits from the enactment of
House Bill (HB) 6373 were explained
by Palawan Third District Rep.Edward
Hagedorn in an interview with The
Manila Times.

Hagedorn said there will be more
fish as long as spawning and breeding
sites, which are located within three
nautical miles of the Kalayaan and
Scarborough Shoal, are safeguarded.

"Former Justice Antonio Carpio's
experience in marine science enabled
him to assist me in conceptualizing
the bill," he said.

Hagedorn said he shares Carpio's

>KalayaanA8------------~

DO
EDITORIAL CARTOON

22
DATE



TITLE:

• KALAYAAN I-HUM A·I

Protection for Kalayaan Gro
advocacy "to maintain and preserve Hagedorn said.
Philippine territorial and maritime HB6373 seeks to create the Kalayaan
sovereignty, particularly in the West Island Group and Scarborough Shoal
Philippine Sea." Protected Area Management Board

Republic Act 7586 or the "National (Kigss-PAMB) as well as the Kigss
Integrated Protected Areas System Protected Area Management Office
(Nipas) Act," as amended by RA11038, (Kigss-PAMO).
bans the use of fishing gear and prac- The two agencies will have the same
tices that destroy "coral reefs, seagras composition, powers and functions as
beds or other marine life" in Kalayaan defined in Sections 9 and 10 ofRA 7586
Group and Scarborough Shoal Marine as amended.
Protected Area (Kigss-MPA). The Palawan Council for Sustain-

Hagedorn said that when he was able Development, created by virtue of
mayor of Puerto Princesa City, "the first the ·Strategic Environmental Plan for
thing I did was to ensure that the entire Palawan Act, will be a member of the
coral reef system and the adjacent forest Kigss-PAMB.
were saved." The bill tasks the Kigss-PAMBand

"Sadly, a significant portion of the Kigss-PAMOto come up with a man-
coral reef has been destroyed due to agernent plan within a year from its
cyanide and dynamite fishing, not by effectivity.
outsiders but by our local fisherman," The plan must "include specificstrate-
he said. gies and programs for the preservation

"Since there is no law, we must first and protection of atolls, reefsand corals
safeguard our resources from within within the Kigss-MPA."
before defending them from outside The Kigss·PAMBand Kigss-PAMO
threats," Hagedorn added. shall engage the cooperation of other

He said he admired the idealism of government agencies in the irnplemen-
certain critics,such as Kabataanparty-list tation of the management plan.
Rep.RaoulManuel,who on December 15 The Department of Transportation,
denounced the swarming Chinese war- the Department of Information and
ships in the WestPhilippine Sea. Communications Technology, the

Manuel "is correct in his assessment Department of Agriculture, and the
of the Philippine Economic Zone, Department of the Interior and Local
but I'm confident the higher-ups are Government will provide assistance in
working on the di lomatic solu,-"ti'!:o",n,,-,"_...!th:!..'!:.e..!!.monitorinof activities within the
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Kigss-MPA.
If the bill is passed nto lay' P10

million will be allo ated f r it
implementation.

Hagedorn Slid that" ith thi bill.
we hope to get the int est of all the
surrounding slates to h ve one corn-
mon ground and that is 0 protect [the
environment). Hindi ito about territo-
rial disp tes eh [This [bi ) is not about
territorial disputes); thi is about the
protection of e rvironrne t," he said.

Another congressma , Cagayan de
Oro Second District Rep Rufus Rodri-
guez, previous! 'Y asked C ngress to pass
House Bill246:; which e tabIi he "the
archipelagic sea lanes in e Philippin
archipelagic waters, pr scribing the
rights and obligations 0 foreign hip
and aircraft exercising th right of rchi-
pelagic sea lam passage.

HB 2465, which Rod iguez has re-
filed and is currently bef re the House
Committee on Foreign A airs, prevents
foreign ships Irom ille ally entering
Philippine seas.

He sai the bill was assed by the
House b t was not app oved by the
Senate.

"No Chinese or any" sel should be
allowed i our waters wi out our ap-
proval unless fO! innocent assagem the
designatedarchipelagicsea es,"he said

RE:lNA C. LENTINO
,~NDM ISES CRUZ-----------~----
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~c to mining firm:
.Get consent of IPs

BAGUIO CITY-The Supreme Court has termi-
nated a 2015 arbitral ruling that exempted Lepanto
Mining from securing the free, prior and informed
consent of indigenous peoples (IPs) in Mankayan,
Benguet, when it applied for the renewal of its min-
eral production sharing agreement. The Lepanto
mine site overlaps with lands covered by an an-
cestral d~main title granted to the Kankanaey A-9
commumty. -STORY BY VINCENT CABREZA

FPIC REQUIR.EME ~T

se TO MINE FI~lIM: ET
CONSE TOF E I~UTI

By Vincent Cabreza
@InqNational

BAGUIO CITY-The Supreme
Court sitting en bane has ter-
minated a 2015 arbitral rul-
ing which exempted gold and
copper miner Lepanto Con-
solidated Mining Co. from
securing the free, prior and
informed consent (FPIC) of
ancestral domain dwellers in
Benguet's Mankayan town
when it applied for the 25-
year renewal of its mineral
production sharing agreement·
(MPSA)seven years ago.

Lepanto, one of the coun-
try's oldest mines, began re-
newar proceedings as early
as 2014 before its MPSA No.
001-90 lapsed on March 2015,
and was told that it needed the
consent of Mankayan's indig-
enous peoples (IPs), according
to letters exchanged between
the mine, and the Cordillera
offices of the Mines and Geo-
sciences Bureau (MGB) and
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

The firm operates a
mine site that overlaps with
Mankayan lands covered y
a Certificate of Ancestral Do-
main Title granted to its Kank-
anaey community.

But Lepanto had argued
that the FPIC was not among
the "same terms and condi-
tions" for a possible renewal
when it granted the firm its
first MPSA in 1990.

The consent of indigenous
Filipino communities are re-
quired by Republic Act No.
7942 (Philippine Mining Act of
1995) and RA 8371 (Indigenous
Peoples' Rights Act of 1997 or
Ipra) which became laws after
Lepanto acquired its original
MPSA.

Lepanto had asked for ar-
bitration, and an ad hoc arbi-
tration tribunal ruled on Nov.
27, 2015, that the mine did not
need to comply with the FPIC
precondition which the arbi-
ters had _characterized as .::n
"unfavorable future legisla-
tion requirement" that would
impair the company's "vested
rights to renew [its] MPSA."

"rights of indi enous cultur
al communltie to their an-
cestral lands t ensure theii
economic, soci ,and cultura
well-being, is a Constitution
ally declared olicy of the
State."

Lepanto ha yet to is ue
a statement on the Supreme
Court decision. ut MGB Cor
dillera cirectcr Fay Apil saic
on Wednesday hat the com
pany had chos to conti U(

the renewal pr cess, and hac..
asked her agen y for an en
dorsernent to se ure the FPIC.

Lepanto als disclosed the
court's decision in a Dec. 21 re
port to the Sec rities and Ex
change Commis ion.

Although it first MPSP
had technically nded in 2015
Lepanto contin ed to operate
on the strength of the arbitra
decision, MGB s urces said.

Elt!emed newed
According t the Supreme

Court, the ar tral decisior
states that the MPSA IS "al
ready deemed enewed" be
cause the MGB Cordillera of
fice in :!()15 "fo d Lepanto to
have substanti lly compliec
with all require ents for the
joint re newal f the agree
me nt, save for e new impo
sition af FPIC a d [a]Cer.tifica
tion Preconditio [to be issuec
by the Nationa Commissior
on Indigenous eopies] under
the Ipra."

In a. separat opinion, As
sociate Justice arvic Leoner
pointed. out t t the right'
arising from th MPSA ende
when the agree ent lapsed

"As pointed out by Chief
Justice Alexand r Gesmundc
during our del be rations, an
arbitral. award i against p b-
lic poli qr if 'it enforcement
would be again t our State's
fundamental t nets of jus-
ti e and morali or blatantly
be inju:rious to the public or
the interests of the society,"
Leonen said.

The Suprem Court sided
with the Court 0 Appeals (CA)
in dismtsslng a" otion to in-
tervene" that was filed by then
Benguet Rep. Ro ald Cosalan
who chaIi.enged the arbitrai
decision i!;.2017.
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Public policy
However, in a decision

that was promulgated on June
21 and made public only on
Dee. 22, the high court said
the arbitration tribunal con-
tradicted "a strong and com-
pelling public policy on the
protection of the rights of the
Mankayan indigenous cultural
communities to their ances-
tral domains" when it excused
Lepanto from acquiring the
FPIC.

The Supreme Court de-
cision, penned by Associate
Justice Henri Jean Paul Inting,
stresses that protecting the

o
BANNER

STORY

o
EDITORIAL

2

Cosalan, in an interview
on Wednesday, said he had a
stake in the case being a mem-
ber of Benguet's indigenous
community and as one of the
authors of the Ipra,

Earlier in 2016, the DENR
and the MGB also sued and
won a favorable ruling from
a Makati Regional Trial Court
(RTC) which "vacated" the ar-
bitral decision, but the CA re-
versed the RTC decision also
in 2018.

However, the high court
agreed with: the RTC decision
that also described consent
from IPs as public policy. INQ

.~.

UNOERGROUND TOUR A group of visitors tours a mining tunnel of Lepanto Conso.lldated Mining Co .• one of the country's top gold producers. in Man1u,yan. Bengue . in this 2018 phctc. leI ,anto
which uartlRd operations in the 1930., [s ilmong the Phnippines' pioneer mines. _.v ••• IIIUTU •
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House to work double time to boost economy
With the country's &000- terd.w.. the House i){ Repre- whatever economic gains are

my picking ap speed. Speaker sentatives will WNk double- achieved would translate to
Martin Ronu aldez said ves- time next year to ensure that better living conditions for

Filipino families.
"We, in the House of Rep-

resentatives, welcome the-- .,---
J~flnl..l nr-w« (ro111our finaru e
"'PI Ivl.lI"'\ IIMt lht' w\lro::\ Is over

(III' tl", l'hilippil1l's and hf'ttcr
yt'ar<: .11"(' t":,\pt'ctpd," Ronural-
de7..':.lid

"I his teflnitolv inspin-s us
to work dnuble-li rm- wlu-u
we resume sc~!'i(11l next yen!',
pushing LIS to Icgi<:l<1t(>more
l;"Iw~ needed hI furtlwr boost
Ihe economy a IHI improve
the' ll viuj; condition ~lf ou r
IW(lpll'," lH~i1ddpd.

The SI'('f'lkt'r w as n-Ier-
ring ltl tilt' statement released
Wl'dlw<::llay I,V I:ini'l'''(, Sccrc-
1"1'" 131.:nj,,;nil;Dtokno when'
he 'projpcled (aster economic
growlh I,,,' the Philippines in
20n

Despite it I(lPll\ill~ gh1bal
recession. Dtok no satd the
Philippines is ~lill expected 10
have one of the highe~,xrowll\
rates among six Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEANl member eomomles
11£''(t year.

"Many institutions and ex-
perts have predicted", global
recession in 2023, and conse-
quently, downgraded Philip-
pine gross domestic product
(CDP) outlook to less than 6
percent." Diokno said.

"Bul <"11\ aver01ge GOP
growth of 6.5 percent is noth-
ing to be sneezed at: il is still
one of the highest. if IWI the
highest, growth rates among
ASEA N< (, e conornies." he
pointed out

Dlokno cited nine reasons
for his optimistic projections
for the ~t:ollorny's growth
ill 2023, four of which wprf'

the direct result tl( flds of
Cong rr-ss, name-ly: the early
nppnlVtllllf tile 2023 natiunal
budget. r-ru-lv<ldpplillll of the
ftrst-vvvr Medium-Term Fi",-
(-011 Framcwcu k (MrFP) for
2021-202H; il more favorable
en"'nnlllic en vi rcmruent 'hill
removed barriers to foroign
Investrm ..·IlI"', and a strong
commitmcu] lq rxpand liw
"1\uilt!, Huild, Build'" progr(ll1l
with enhanced private se~I(l1
participouon.

ROl11l1f'1ldl"7.extended his
grMiltide to his fellow mem-
her~ of the House of Rcpre-
scntativos for nclinp, swiftly
(1Il vital legisl;\tivp measures,
which Diokno cited among the
major rcosone for optimism in
tho Cotlillry'", "'Inllly, (,COIHlf('1ic
pcr(llrmflilce.

It could be' recalled that last
AtI~ I, 2022, the House ad-
opted Concurrent Re~olutibn
No, 2, ",uppc,lrting President
MMW" 2023-2028 MTFF.

The House approved its
verr;ion of the 2023 national
budget on Sept. 28 and ratified
the bicameral conference com-
mittee report {In Dec. S.

Stgucd hy prastdent M01r-
cos I••st Dec. 1h, Rornualduz
noted that it W<lS the only
budgel in rr-ccnt memory
to have been signed in mld-
December.

I\mendment~ to the Re-
tail Trade Liberalization Act,
FOJ'('ign lnvestmenls Act and
Public Services Act during
the 1Rth Congress shepherded
the passage of its enactment
into laws by Romualdez who
senrl'd O1s the House majority
leader.

Diuknu also cited the swift
a p p rov al of the Philippine
Dcveloprnent Pion 2023-2028,
the strong international credit
profile' (If the country, a stable
and resilient banking system,
adequate buffers against ex-
tcrual headwinds; a .,Young,
tt>("h-~avv)', m(l~tly f:.n~lic;h-

"'peaking labor ((lI(T', ;\ll1ong

Ihe (a do r ", that l-ode wf'll tor
Ihe Brpwlh prospects of t 11C'
econoruv in 202.1.

T(I hol p s u s t ai n such a
gnnvth trajectory, H{IIllII'lilh';

h.1d \'(I\\,(,d to 1';\<:" till' 1"1'

Ilwilling 12 priority 11\(,,1"'111('"

of the Chief Fxecu+ivc wlu-n
Congress resumes session on
Jan. 23, 2023.

Romualdez wa~ rC(f'rrillg
1(1 the' 12 priority moasurc=
tll"l (he Ll?gi~lnliv('-Exel·l1-
ti ve Development Advisory
Council (LGDAC) nd opted
a~ i ls Common Legisliltiv<'
Agenda (CLA): l. Enact-
ment of an Enabling La w feu
the Naturnl Gas Industry. 2.
Amendments to the Elf'clric
rower Industry Reform Act
(EPIRA), 3. Unified System
of Separation, Retirement
and Pension, 4. Ee Gove r-
n ance Act and E-Govern-
mcnt Act, 5. Natiunal La nd
Use Act, h. National Defense
Ad, 7. National Cove ru-
ment Rightsizing Program,
8. Bud get Moderni zation
Dill, 9. Depnrtmcut of Wa 1Cl

Resources, 10. Estahlishing
the Negros Island Regi{1I1,
11. Mngnn Cnrf a Ior Filipino
Seafarers, 12. and Establish-
ment of Regional Specialty
Hospitals.

Befort' the HO\.1<i(' adjourned
fur the Christmas break, Ro-
mu aldez pointed out that it
hod fulfilled its commitment to
pass pro-people measures, in-

cluding the Maharlika Iiivest-
mcnt Fund (MIF), the P5.268-
trillion uattonal budget Ior
2023, and 20 other priority bills
of the Marcos adnuntstration.
19 of which were included in
thcCLA.

Romualdez said the linuec
looks forward to the enact-
ment \If the Iq priority bills
under the CLA that il has
passed Oil third find fined
re a ding.

TiWOt' incl o de Ihe {"I-
lowing- I. Passlve Income
and Ftn anctnl Tnter me d i-
flry T01xa tion Act or PIFITA
(The fourth pac;k('tgr tinder
the Comprehensive Tax Re-
Io r m Prug ra m or CTRP),
2. Virology lristi tutc of the
Philippinos, J. Agrarian Re-
form Debts Cundonat ion.
4. Philippine l'assport Ad,
S. waste-to-Energy Bill. (,
N a tion •.•1 Di~C'a se Prevent inn
Management Authoruy (II"

Center rOI" Disease Control
and Prevention, 7. Medic<ll
Reserve Corps (HEART), B.
Internet Trnnsactton Act I
E-CoJnmerce Low, 4. Lcyte
Ecological lndustrtnl Zone,
1(1. Eastern Visayas Develop-
ment Authority (EVDA), u:
Government Pinancial lnstl-
muons Unified Initiatives to
Distressed Enterp rtses Ior
Economic Recovery (GUIDE)
bill, 12. Prce Legal Assistance
for Police and Soldiers, 13.
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) Act, 14. Magna Carta
or Barnngny Health Workers,
15. Real Property Valuation
Reform Ilill, 16. Apprentice-
ship Act, and 17 .. N a uonal
Citizens Service Traini ng
Program (NCSTP).

Two (If the Iq measures un-
der the Cl.A have been signed
into law by the F'resident -
Republic Act No. 11q34 or An
Act Requiring Registration of
Subscriber Identification Mod-
ule (SIM), and RA 1t935 or An
Act Postponing the December
2022 Barangay and Sanggu-
niang Kabat aan Ele-ct ions III

October 2023.

• v,
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BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

TIE Philippines and China will
establish direct communication
between their foreign ministries

to avoid "miscalculation and miscom-
munication" in the hotly disputed
South China Sea, Manila said Thursday.

The deal will be signed next In a pre-departurepressbriefing
week during President Ferdinand in Malacaiiang, Imperial said the
Marcos' visit to Beijing, where state visit will be from January 3
he will meet with his Chinese to 5, his firstforeigntrip for 2023.
counterpart Xi Iinping a foreign . Marcos was invited by Chinese
ministry official told reporters. President Xi Iinping,

Marcos has insisted he will not He will be joined by first lady
let China trample on the Philip- Louise Araneta-Marcos, former
pines' maritime rights in the sea president Gloria Macapagal Ar-
- in contrast to his predecessor royo, House Speaker Martin Ro-
Rodrigo Duterte, who was reluc- mualdez, ForeignAffairsSecretary
tant to criticize the superpower. Enrique Manalo, FinanceSecretary

The Philippines last week or- Benjamin Diokno, Trade Secretary
dered its military to boost their Alfredo Pascual,Tourism.Secretary
presence in the contested waters Christina Frasco,Information and
after a report that China had Communications Technology
started reclaiming several unoc- SecretaryIvan John Uy, and other
cupied land features around the members of the Cabinet.
Spratly Islands. "To avoid mis- . "The Department of Foreign
calculation and miscommunica- Affairs considers the state visit
tion in the West Philippine Sea, of great significance," Imperial
both sides have agreed to sign an told reporters.
agreement establishing ... direct Despite the Covid situation in
communication between the for- China, he said that the Philippine
eign ministries of both countries delegation will stay in a "bub le"
at various levels," Foreign Affairs to minimize the risk of exposure.
Assistant Secretary Neal Imperial "AIJgadngugnayangpanJabas
said. Manila refers to the waters sa China ay napakaimportante
immediately west of the Philip- (Our relations with China is
pines as the West Philippine Sea. very important), and we have

Imperial said the agreement received assurances from our
would formalize "procedures" for Chinese host that all arrange-
contact between the two countries ments are being made to ensure
when a dis ute arose. the safety of the President and

the delegation during the visit, "
Imperial said.--'---
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Beijing claims sovereignty over
almost the entire South China Sea
and has ignored an international
court ruling that its claims have
no legal basis.
, The Philippines, Vietnam, Ma-
laysia and Brunei have overlap-
ping claims to parts of it.

The surge in Covid-19 cases
in China will not stop Marcos Jr.
from pushing through with his
state visit to Beijing next week,
the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) said Thursday.

PAGE

"A bubble arrangement has
been agreed for the Philippine
delegation to minimize the risk of
eXposurE!to the virus," he added, .

It will be Marcos' first visit
to a non-Asean (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) country.

Itwill also be the second face-to-
>facemeetingbetween the two heads
of state in less than two months.

"With both leaders receiving a
fresh mandate in recent elections. rY

there is an expectation that the state rial said. .
visit will set the tone of bilateral . The state visit, he added, will reaf-
relations between the two countries firm the "cordial and neighborly"
in the next five to six years,«. Impe- relations between Manila and Beijing--"-~~---~~~~~~----~ --- ~

aswell as "ensure continuity in many
facetsof the bilateral relationship and
chart new areas of engagement. •

''It is also expected to build on the

growing trade and investment ties
between the two economies aswell as
address security issuesof mutual con-
cern," the official said. WITH J"FP
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PH to ink 10 to 14 deals with China during
llfE Phlllppin •• Is se t to
sign 10 to 14 bilateral
agreements with China

~~!!i~e~~ef~~J~n~:~t:~
Muroo Jr. to Beijing from
Jan. 3 to 5, 2023, the 0.-
f:i,!,,(D~'::!!:Ifhu~:
dat. a PaIaoe press brief-
ing. DFA Assistant Secr.,.
tary for Asian and Paci6c:
AHaUs N.~I Imp<ri.al
said these agreements ~
~t cooperation in a
brwd ranp 01arus which
Include trade and invest-
ments, 19ricuJ~ rmew-
ab~ energy, infrutrutture,
developniOnt coopenticrl.
peopJeOto-peop~ Ii•• IJ'd
mantlme oecunty coopu-
alion.

"Theft's a very ~
.xpectation tNot there.
put in_ from 0Unese
mvestors in the Philippine
economy, especially iriPhil-
ippine agrieulture and re-
newable energy and nickel
processin&" fie said.

China imp?rts 70 per-
cent of Its niekel ore and
~:nJ:~mj~~

Imperial sars the Phil-
ippines and China are ex-
p<.'ctedto finalize an agree-
ment on durian exporta-

lion.
The two countries are

also going to sign an a~
ment establishing direct
communication 6etween
theirrespectivefore~min·
istries to avoid m.isCalcula-
tion and miscommunka·
lion in the West Philippine
Se. (WI'S).

Other deals that are ex-
pected to be sigl\ed inctude
• memorondum of under-
standing on digital COO!""'"
alion; a frameWorlt .~
mmt for the tIuft ~ty
bridges crossing Pasig-
Mariiina River arid Mang-
~~r;.!I~W~j~~~
ap-oement on touriom ee-
operation; and the renewal
01 the as-mmt on the
Philip iris' artici alion
on the~~ Roalinitla-
live of China.1m......;., likewise said
Ihe ~ is also look-
ins at possible II'"""ts from
China amounhng to 1.5
billion reruninbi (RMB).

Great .Ignlflcance
Imperial said the Prest-

dentrs stale visit to o.ina
Will be of "grnt ~iKTIifi-
Cilnce" because It wnI be
Marcos' first bilateral visit
to a non-Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) country since

assuming the Presidency in

Julfiesaid it will also be the
second face-to-face meet-
in!; between Marco. and
Cliinese President Xi [In-
ping in less than two
month$.

Marcos and Xi first met

~li:!!.~=~~
~i~ ~ ~c::r.:;
Meeting in IIan2l<oI<.Thai-
land laSt montfi. .

"With both leaders re-
caving a fresh mandate in
recent elections, thore is an
e~lion !hat Ihe st.te
visit wiD &et the tone of
bilatenl relations bdween
the two countriesln thenext
live to aIx years." Imp<ri.al
said.
H. said !he state visit Is

also 1ft tore.ffirm the "cor_
dial and neighborly'" rela-
lions between Mariila and
BeIjing as weU as "ensure
continuity in many facets
of the biI•••••.•1 relationship
and chut new a~as of en-

ga'lik:~~~,he said it is
.00 cxp«lcd to bllild on
the growin.s trade and in-
vestment be between the
two economies as well as
address security issues of
mutual concern.

Marcos" offlclal ,ctivi- Wormation and Commu-
ties. which will beg1l1 on . nications Technology Sccre-
Jan. 4, include three unpor- tal)' Ivan John Uy aii<! other
tant meetings with Chinese members of the Cabinet.
leaders namely U Zhan- WPS
shu, chairperson of the FoUowingconcemsover
standing committee of the. reports of CIiina's new con-
National People's Con- sttuction and reclamation
gross; U KeQiang. Chinese activilin in the disputed
Premier, and Xi. South China Sea, Imperial

XlwiUhost a dinnerban- assured !hat MarcoS will
que! for the President, the raise the issue befole Xland
Filst Lady and Cabinet of- other Chinese leaders.
ficials after their meeting. "In his meetings with

Imperial said a ·size.. the Chinese !e;,ders includ-
able" business deleg,ltion ine Presiclmt Xi. the Pres!-
will be joining the slitte vis- d.,..1 will diS<.uss the full
It. Business meetin will ~ :u.ourthelila~:':
be held on Jan. 4 ::.fsand peets of It and C'Rnsitive
a number of busIn<5a deals •• pects 01 our ~lations.
are sched~ 10 be signed wJUch includes the iosue 01
and finalized during the !he WPS and China's actiY-
trip. ities in the •••.••" he said.

China Is the Philippines' H. said M.JI<QI wants a
Iargesltradingpartner,!arg- peaC'tful and stab~ situa-
est SOUI"Cr of unports arid Iim in the We;t Philippine
S«"OIld largest export d... Sea ana will continue to
tination. uphold the ccuntry's. soy-

Marcos will be joined by enignz and sovereign
n~~~dlo~: ~~rd~~; ~.~ ~e~eeting
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, "The President has said
House Speaker Martin Ro- thot the maritime issues do
mUlldez, Foreign Affiill not defin~ the totllity of
Secretary Enrique ManoIo, our bilateral relations with
Finance SecretaIy Benjamin ~ but nevertheless be
~~~' P~::!:I,S;C:~~ ~cc ~I~es.:.,~i~~;
Sccretary"Christina. Frasco, interest and to the Filipino
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eign relations with China
are very important) and we
have received assurances
from our Chinese host that
all arrangements are being
made to maw e the safety
of the Presld nt and the
deleption d . the vis-
It," lie •• Id. UlVIS

HeAid China has agre«I
~:"'"'P.bb.~~
egation to .. the risk
ol _ to the virus.

"May mga • ·to ta-
lap na hindi ponve-
dSIg ~. (Then! are
just some Wtits that _ can-
not poItpone),' he added.

No -. with Filip>-
no c:oaun .

\mpo!ial •• d the Presi-
dent Will !ldp hiI ~
wi':" the FihP~O~-
~~'!" :d'!
East AAan co .antzy.

"Theft will be no meet-
Ing bdween tb" l'reIident
ana the Filipino communi-
1):, unfortunat. Iy, because
01 the situation thore. But
you know, n 00 bad. but
we Noveto foUow the Covid
IllOlocolJ Itlm in China SO
titerecaMOtbe lIIybiggalh-
erings which IS usually
wNot the Pre ident does
when he goes overseas," he
said. PNA
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Kasunduan para maiwasan sigalot
sa West Philippine Sea lalagdaan

INAASAHANG lalagda-
an ng Pilipinas at China
ang isang deal sa layuning
maiwasan ang "miscalcu-
lations and miscommuni-
cations" kaugnay sa West
Philippine Sea (WPS).

Ito ang tiniyak ni
DFA Assistant Secre-
tary Nathaniel Impe-
rial sa pre-departure
briefing ni Pangulong
Ferdinand 'Bongbong'
Marcos Jr. sa kanyang
state sa Beijing mula En-
ero 3 hanggang 6.

"There are other
agreements... for example,
you know; to avoid miscal-
culations and miscommu-
nications in the West Phil-
. ine Sea, both sides have

agreed to sign an agree-
ment establishing direct
communication between
the foreign ministries
of both countries atvarious
levels and that is expected
to be signed by [DFA]Sec-
retary [Enrique] Manalo
and his counterpart State
Councilor and Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi during the
visit," ayon kay Imperial.

Sinabi ni Itnperial
na gusto ni Marcos ang
mapayapa at stable na
situwasyon sa WPS at
patuloy na igigiit ang
soberenya ng bansa sa
kanyang pakikipagpu-
long sa mga Chinese
Leader. (Juliet de Loza-
Cudia)·
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Parents warned vs danger of toys, noisemakers
By JEl E. SANTOS

Children still need adult su-
pervision when playing with
"harmless merrymakers"
like light-up hand clappers,

spinning pens and wands, and the
substitute noisemaker "torotot," an
environment watchdog stressed.

In a statement, EcoWaste Coalition
National Coordinator Aileen Lucero
warned that those labeled as harmless
alternative merrymakers used dur-
ing the New Year's Eve revelry "may
contain loosely attached parts that can
get disconnected and swallowed by a
child posing choking, internal burn or
chemical hazard."

"Parents and other adults should
see to it that such merrymakers are
well-made and that kids are informed
and supervised on their safe use, " she
maintained.

In its latest market monitoring, the
group found light-up hand clappers,
spinning pens, and wands with button
cell battery compartments that can be
easily broken or opened. The items,
which are improperly labeled, have
not undergone toy product quality
and safety verification by the health
authorities, it was disclosed.

"These merrymakers with flash-
ing LED lights are often not sturdily
made. A child may drop the toy or
open the battery compartment out of
curiosity releasing the tiny button cell
batteries. Achild may put the batteries
in the mouth and choke on them, or
accidentally insert them on her or his
ear and nose," the official explained.

Aside from choking hazards, the
button cell batteries also pose internal
burn and chemical hazards.

"When it comes into contact with
body fluids, the battery generates a

r
current that produces small amounts
of sodium hydroxide, hich is lye. f
the battery gets stuc somewhere in
the body, the Jye bu a hole at that
spot. Infection usual follows. The
result can be serious in ury and illness,
long-term disability, r even death, I

according to the Arne ican Academy
of Pediatrics.

Unlike firecracker, Lucero went
on, playing with a "t otot" will not
blow off a child's fing rs or cause ey ~
injuries, but its mouth iece or whistle
can get detached and b swallowed bv
a child causing chokin hazard. Others
also have sha rp edges hat can cause
abrasions and cuts.

"Like the light-up me akers,
most, if not all, of th 'torotot' sole
in the market are not authorized by
the health authorities d are not duly
labeled," she added, U he quality anc
safety of these toys c t be assured.'
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AC Logistics unit
tapped to handle
waste· in EI Nido
SUj3SIDIARIES of AC Logistics Holdings Corp. and Ayala
Land Hotels and Resorts Corp. (ALHRC) signed an .
agreement for the transport, handling, and manage-
ment of hospital and hazardous waste across the lat-
ter's resorts in EI Nido, Palawan.

In a press release on Thursday, AC Logistics said
Integrated Waste Management, Inc. (lWMI), its waste
management companyforced the partnership, with
Ten Knots Phils. Inc., which operates multiple resorts in
EI Nido.

Through the partnership, IWMI will be in charge
of the collection, transport, and proper treatment and
disposal of the Ten Knots group's medical and infec-
tious wastes.

IWMI's service under the partnership will include
providing documentary evidence on how the genera-
tor's hazardous wastes are treated and disposed of. The
waste management company specializes in handling
hazardous waste and is said to serve 40% of medical
establishments in Metro Manila.

"Our team is excited to collaborate with the group's
EI Nldo Resorts and Lio Beach in exploring innovative
solutions and practices that protect EI Nido's communi-
ties and natural environment," IWMI President Cezar
Christopher Gregory G. Pacheco, Jr. said.

"Through this partnership, we hope to encourage
more organizations to institutionalize proper hazardous
waste management and ensure long-term positive
impact," Mr. Pacheco added.

"As our businesses grow and the tourism
industry recovers, the challenge of managing
different types of waste escalates, too," ALHRC
President and Chief Executive Officer Javier D.
Hernandez said.

''We at Ten Knots are only too glad to work with
IWMI in addressing these chaifenges and meeting our
sustainability objectives," he added.

The pandemic has increased the volume of hospital
waste like face masks, hazmats, personal protective
equipment, vials and syringes, diluents and expired
medicines that require proper handling and disposal,
according to the firm.

The company said IWMI is at the forefront "in
enduring the responsible handling and disposal of
hazardous [as it] has been in the business of collecting
and treating infectious and hazardous wastes for more
than 30 years." - Justine Irish D. Tablle

i~
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'Wag' ang-PAGASA at NDRRMC anf isih n 5
mga agbaha sa VisMin, politiko an~~1salari

'-----

I1MBESTI-GAHAN daw ng Kongreso ang mga taga-
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical ~nd As~ronomRisl~a~~
S . Administration (pAGASA) at National Disaster ,
;~::ion and Management CO!lDcil (~DRRM~) s~~
nangyaring malawakang pagbaha at landshdes sa Vl~aya.:
at Mindanao nitong kapaskuhan kungsaan marann ang

.nasawi. . d D" . R entative, Sabi ni Misamis Occidental 2n istrict . epr~s. :~
Sancho Fernando Oaminal, nagkausap na S11am .Mlsam~s
Oriental 1st District Rep. Jason Almonte par~ pagpabwalllb~rn
an m ata aPAGASAatNDRRMCkungbakitkul~ganga .lS0
uk~l ; na!nasang malawakang pagbaha sa m~ng baha~l ng
Mindanao, dahjlan para malagay sa state of calamity ang kanilang
probinsiya.

, Sa ganang akin, walang kasalanan dito ang mga taga-NDRRMC
at PAGASA. Unang-una, kulang sa kagamitan ang mga
ahensiyang ita para mabasa ang pabago-bagong lagay ng panahon.
Pangalawa, kahit pa mag-abiso ang PAGASA at kahit anong
handa ng NDRR,MC. ay hindi parin nila mapipigilan ang
pagragasa ng tubig mula sa mga nakalbong kabundukan at
pagguho ng lupa, Pangatlo, hindi nila mapapaalis ang mga tao sa
kanilang bahay dahil wala silang mapuntahan lalo't kapaskuhan.
Mismol

Ang dapat imbestigahan ng mga kinatawang ita ng Misamis ay
ang mga taga-Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), ang gobernador at ang mga mayor sa kanilang lalawigan
dahil ang mga ita ang mga salarin kung bakit naging flashflood at
landslide prone na ang kanilang probinsiya na dati-rati ay hindi
nakakaranas ng ganitong kalarnidad.

Kung bakit ang mga taga-DENR, gobernador at mayor ang dapat
sisihin sa mga ganitong kalamidad? Kasi sila ang nagbibigay ng
permiso sa talamak na logging, mining at quarry sa kanilang
lugar. . .

Dahil wala nang malalaking puno sa kabundukan, wala nang
naghaharang sa pagdaloy ng tubig-ulan pababa sa kapatagan. At
dahil nasira narin ang bundok sa mining at quarry, sumasama na

ang lupa sa pagragasa pababa ng tubig-ulap, sanhi n landslides at
flashfloodsl Resulta: washout a:ng kabahayan, buhayan at
imprastraktura sa kapatagan.

Ang kalarnidad na nangyayari ngayon, tindi Ian sa Visayas at
Mindanao kundi maging sa Luzon, ay ga\jr Irin ng ga opisyal ng
gobyerno at mga negosyanteng ganid sa llwarta.

Karamihan sa mga negosyante ay pdlitiko n rin. Sino ba
ang may-ari ng malalaking tindah n ng tabla sa i yong lugar?
Kung hindi si Mayor ay si Congressman 0 s i Gobern or 0 kaya'y
angkanilangkamag-anakan. Yes!

Sino ba ang mga may-ari ng mini g at qu sa inyong
bayanllalawigan? Kung hindi si MaY~1liay si C ng. si Gob.
ang kanilang mga kadugo. Right?

Sa Mindanao, talamak ang illegal lo~ging, mi ing, quarry.
At ang mga nasa likod ay mga politiko. Mismo!

Ang mga opisyal naman ng DENR :l~rsunud- unuran ang
kung ano ang ididikta sa kanila ng P1 llitiko. D il political
appointee lang ang mga nagpapatakbo sa ahensiy ng ito. Tama
ba ako Secretary "Toni" Loyzaga? .

Kung ang presidente ay maka-kalikasan, ipaku ng niya ang
mga nasa likod ng illegal logging, mining at qu it pa
sumuporta sa kanya ang mga ito noong eleksyon Dapat!
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By RICHMOND MERCURIO communitiesand natural environment,
- Pachecosaid.

The Ayala Group's AC Logistics "Through this partnership, we hop
Holdings Corp. has forged a partner- to encourage more organizations to in
ship with the Ten Knots Group for stitutionalize proper hazardous wast
waste management in El Nido Resorts management and ensure long-tar
in Palawan. positive impact," he added.

AC Logistics subsidiary Integrated IWMI is one of the leadir.g wast
Waste Management Inc. (IWMI) and management companies in th coun
Ten Knots Phils Inc. have signed an specializing in the handling of hazard
agreement for the transport, handling ous waste that include indus rial an
and management of hospital and haz- hospital waste, among others.
ardous waste across the island resorts The company,which has be 1. in th
of El Nido. business ofcollectingand treatirlginfec-

Ten Knots is a subsidiary of Ayala tious and hazardo s wa te, f r more
Land Hotels and Resorts Corp. that than 30 years, serves40 percent ofmedi-
operates multiple resorts in El Nido. cal establishments in Metro Manila.

IWMIpresident Chito Pacheco said It said the pandemic has res lted in
the partnership would ensure proper an increase in volume ofh spit 1waste
waste management in TenKnots' hotels- like face masks, hazmats, personal
and tourism estates. protective equipment, vials, s ringes,

IWMIwill be in charge of collection, diluents and expired medicines that
transport and proper treatment and requires proper handling and L3POSal.
disposal of the group's medical and "As our businesses grow md the
infectious wastes. tourism industry recovers,the cliallenge

Full service includes documentary of managing different types of waste
evidenceofhow the generator's hazard- escalates, too. Weat TenKnots me only
ous wastes are treated and managed. tooglad to work with IW1fl in c.dress-

"Our team is excited to collaborate ing these challenges and meeting our
with the group's El Nido Resorts and sustainability objective," Ayala Land
LioBeachin exploring innovative solu- Hotels and Resorts president and CEO
tions and practicesthat protectElNido's Javier Hernandez said.

AC Logistics, ren Knots
team up for I i 0
wa te manaqement
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