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DENR cites gains in envzronmental
protection amid pan ¢ [R{ht
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DENR hoping to deploy biotech
solutions to fight cllmate clﬁ ge

'THE DEPARTMENT of Ermronment and
Natural Resources (DENR) said it will ex-
plore biotechnology ,aolutwns in add,ressmg'
climate change

“Blotechn(ﬂ%gy is one of the tools that we
can use'to boost economic growth create

jobs, develop healthcare solutions, i improve
agri-food systems, and rehabilitate and pro-
tect our envnohmént and natural resources,”

" Environment Undersecretary Jonas R. Le--
omnes said in a statement.

- The DENR said biotech advances will also

' help the depaltment arrive at “scientifically
informed” decisions.

Separately, Trade SecretaryAlfredo E. Pas-
cual said developments in the field will also
help the government produce clean energy
and reducing environmental footprints. '

“Biotechnology’s breakthrough products
and technologies feature multifaceted ben-
efits. Aside from creating vaccines that combat
debilitating diseases, biotechnology can pro-
duce clean energy, reduce our environmental
footprint, and make industrial manufacturing
_processes safer, cleaner, and more efficient,”
Mr. Pascual added. — Aahh!yﬁrlka 0. Jose
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theresilienceroad mapsfor16
vulrierable areas, which will
setve as a ziaide in managing disas-
tey risks and climate vulnerabﬂmes
in the Philippines,

he road maps and their cor-
pondin; investment po:rtfohos
risk resi ience (IPRR) are for 12
clifnate-vulnerable provinces and
foyr major vrban cities.

The roid maps were recently
turned over to the Department of
Enyironmentand Natural Resources
(DENR) and the Public-Private Part-
nership (PF!) Center under the Na-
tiomal Ecoritmic and Development
Authority (Neda) last December 19
in Quezon (City.

Developad under the Risk Resil-
ien¢y Progr am (RRP) of the Cabinet
Cluter on (Climate Change Adapta-
tior}, Mitige tion, and Disaster Ris
Reduction, ezich road map with IPR
contains recommended actions to
manage the risksand vulnerabilities
intHeclimate vulnerableareasinthe

Hﬁégﬁernmenthas completed

formof specific resilience measures.
Keyfindingsandrelevantexperienc-
es were also presented by the study
teams that conducted the risk as-
sessmentsintheclimate-vulnerable
areas, duringthe turnover ceremony.

“These planning documents will
definitely help inform both local
and national investment program-
ming, resulting in more efficient
and climate-responsive programs
that make better use of our limited
resources,” DENR Undersecretaryfor
Finance, Information Systems, and
Climate Change Analiza Rebuelta-

. Teh said in a news statement.

The road maps were developed for
the provinces of Siquijor, Eastern Sa-
mar, NorthernSamar, North Cotabato,
Maguindanao, Sulu, Lanao del Sur,
Apayao, Kalinga, Ifugao, Mountain
Province, Catanduanes, as well as the
urban centers of Metro Manila, Metro
Cebu, Metro Iloilo, and Metro Davao.

The initiative is implemented by
the Neda-PPP Center and the DENR

“under the project “Strengthening
Public-Private Partnerships in the

Philippines” with support from the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)

ovt completes 16 resﬂlency road maps
or climate-vulnerable provinces, cities

and the Government of the United
Kingdom, throughits UrbanClimate
Change Resilience Trust Fund. i
Key officials who witnessed the
turnover were DENR Undersecretary

for Policy, Planning and International

Affairs JonasLeones; PPPCenter Exec-
utive Director CynthiaHernandezand
Director Lerma Advincula; ADB's ur-
ban climate change resilience special-
ist Dr. Ramon Abracosa; and Jacques
Miel-Soliguin, Climate Change, and
EnergyAttacheoftheBritishEmbassy.

Biotech option
BIOLOGICAL technology offers
powerful solutions to mitigate the
effects of climate change, an official
of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) said.
As climate change compels expe-
ditious and wise action toward bio-
technology, the DENR is committed
tobuilding opportunities in biotech- -
nology to help address this global
phenomenonandachievesustainable
andinclusive growth for all Filipinos,
DENR Undersecretary for Policy,
Planning, and International Affairs
Jonas R. Leones said in a statement.
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Protection
for Kalayaan
Group’s seas
pushed

THE passage of a measure in the
House of Representatives that seeks
to declare the waters around the |
Kalayaan Island Group (KIG) and
Scarborough Shoal as a marine pro- ‘
tected area will be a boon for Filipino
fishermen in the area.
The benefits from the enactment of |
- House Bill (HB) 6373 were explained
by Palawan Third District Rep, Edward ‘
Hagedorn in an interview with The
Manila Times. ‘
Hagedorn said there will be more
fish as long as spawning and breeding |
sites, which are located within three
nautical miles of the Kalayaan and
Scarborough Shoal, are safeguarded. ‘
“Former Justice Antonio Carpio’s
experience in marine science enabled I
him to assist me in conceptualizing
the bill,” he said. ‘
Hagedorn said he shares Carpio’s
»KalayaanA8 |
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B KALAYAAN FROM Al

advocacy “to maintain and preserve

Hagedorn said.

Kigss-MPA.

Protection for Kalayaan Group’s S%as

Philippine territorial and maritime
sovereignty, particularly in the West
Philippine Sea.”

Republic Act 7586 or the “National
Integrated Protected Areas System
(Nipas) Act,” as amended by RA 11038,
bans the use of fishing gear and prac-
tices that destroy “coral reefs, seagrass
beds or other marine life” in Kalayaan
Group and Scarborough Shoal Marine
Protected Area (Kigss-MPA).

Hagedorn said that when he was
mayor of Puerto Princesa City, “the first
thing I did was to ensure that the entire
coral reef system and the adjacent forest
were saved.”

“Sadly, a significant portion of the
coral reef has been destroyed due to
cyanide and dynamite fishing, not by
outsiders but by our local fisherman,”
he said.

“Since there is no law, we must first
safeguard our resources from within
before defending them from outside
threats,” Hagedorn added.

He said he admired the idealism of
certain critics, such as Kabataan party-list
Rep. Raoul Manuel, who on December 15
denounced the swarming Chinese war-
ships in the West Philippine Sea.

Manuel “is correct in his assessment
of the Philippine Economic Zone,
but I'm confident the higher-ups are

‘working on the diplomatic solution,”

HB 6373 seeks to create the Kalayaan
island Group and Scarborough Shoal
Protected Area Management Board
(Kigss-PAMB) as well as the Kigss
Protected Area Management Office
(Kigss-PAMO).

The two agencies will have the same
composition, powers and functions as
defined in Sections 9 and 10 of RA 7586
as amended.

The Palawan Council for Sustain-
able Development, created by virtue of
the ‘Strategic Environmental Plan for
Palawan Act, will be a member of the
Kigss-PAMB. '

The bill tasks the Kigss-PAMB and
Kigss-PAMO to come up with a man-
agement plan within a year from its
effectivity.

The plan must “include specific strate-
gies and programs for the preservation
and protection of atolls, reefs and corals
within the Kigss-MPA."

The Kigss-PAMB and Kigss-PAMO
shall engage the cooperation of other
government agencies in the implemen-
tation of the management plan.

The Department of Transportation,
the Department of Information and
Communications Technology, the
Department of Agriculture, and the
Department of the Interior and Local
Government will provide assistance in

the monitoring of activities within the

If the bill is passed finto law, P10
million will be allofaled for it
implementation,

Hagedorn said that “with this bill
we hope to get the interest of all the
surrounding siates to have one com-
mon ground and that is fo protect [the
environment]. Hindi ito|about territo
rial disputes eh (This [bill] is not about
territorial disputes); thi§ is about the
protection of environmeht,” he said

Another congressman, Cagayan de
Oro Second District Rep| Rufus Rodri-
guez, previously asked Cqngress to pass
House Bill 2463 which egtablishes “the
archipelagic sea lanes in the Philippine
archipelagic waters, prescribing the
rights and obligations of foreign ships
and aircraft exercising thejright of archi-
pelagic sea lane passage.

HB 2465, which Rodtiguez has re-
filed and is currently before the House
Commitiee on [oreign Affairs, prevents
foreign ships from illegally entering
Philippine seas.

He said the bill was p(assed by the
House but was not appfoved by the
Senate.

“No Chinese or any vedsel should be
allowed in our waters without our ap-
proval unless for innocent passage in the
designated archipelagic sea kanes, " he said
REINA C. TOLENTINO

AND MOISES CRUZ

0
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SC to mining firm:
Get consent of IPs

BAGUIO CITY—The Supreme Court has termi-
nated a 2015 arbitral ruling that exempted Lepanto
Mining from securing the free, prior and informed
consent of indigenous peoples (IPs) in Mankayan,
Benguet, when it applied for the renewal of its min-
eral production sharing agreement. The Lepanto
mine site overlaps-with lands covered by an an-
cestral domain title granted to the Kankanaey

commumty —STORY BY VINCENT CABREZA m

Cuksssl NIME -

CONSENT OF

By Vincent Cabreza
@IngNational

BAGUIO CITY—The Supreme
Court sitting en banc has ter-
minated a 2015 arbitral rul-
ing which exempted gold and
copper miner Lepanto Con-
solidated Mining Co. from
securing the free, prior and
informed consent (FEPIC) of
ancestral domain dwellers in
Benguet’s Mankayan town
when it applied for the 25-
year renewal of its mineral

production sharing agreement -

(MPSA) seven years ago.

Lepanto, one of the coun-
try’s oldest mines, began re-
neéwal” ‘proceedings as early
as 2014 before its MPSA No.
001-90 lapsed on March 2015,
and was told that it needed the
consent of Mankayan's indig-
enotis peoples (IPs), according
to letters exchanged between
the mine, and the Cordillera
offices of the Mines and Geo-
sciences: Bureau (MGB) and
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

The firm operates a
mine site that overlaps with
Mankayan lands covered by
a Certificate of Ancestral Do-
main Title granted to its Kank-
anaey community.

But Lepanto had argued
that the FPIC was not among
the “same terms and condi-
tions” for a possible renewal
when it granted the firm its
first MPSA in 1990.

The consent of indigenous
Filipino communities are re-
quired by Republic Act No.
7942 (Philippine Mining Act of
1995) and RA 8371 (Indigenous
Peoples’ Rights Act of 1997 or
Ipra) which became laws after
Lepanto ‘acquired its orlgmal
MPSA.

‘Lepanto had asked for ar-
bitration, and an ad hoc arbi-
tration tribunal ruled on Nov.
27, 2015, that the mine did not
need to comply with the FPIC
precondition which the arbi-
ters had characterized as an
“unfavorable future legisla-

tion requirement” that would
impair the company’s “vested
rights to renew [its] MPSA.”

“rights of indigenous cultur
al communities to their an
cestral lands ta ensure thei
econoniic, social, and cultura
well-being, is a|Constitution
ally declared rpolicy of the
State.”

Lepanto had yet to issue
a statement on| the Suprems
Court clecision. But MGB Cor
dillera dlirector |Fay Apil saic
on Wednesday that the com

aDec.21re
rities and Ex

i first MPS2
had technically ended in 2015
Lepant) continyed to operate
on the strength of the arbitra
decision, MGB spurces said.

I'e¢emed renewed
According to the Supremx
Court, 'the  arbitral decision
states that the | MPSA is "al
‘ready (leemed renewed” be
cause the MGB |Cordillera of
fice in I015 “fo

joint re:newal
ment, save for

[to be issuec
Commissior
on Indigenous Beoples| unde:
the Ipri.”
In & separate opinion, As
sociate Justice Marvic Leone:
pointed. out t the right:
arising from the MPSA endec
when the agreerhent lapsed
“As pointed|out by Chiel
Justice Alexander Gesmund:
during our deliberations, a:
arbitral award is against pub
lic polizy if ‘its enforcement
would be against our Stars's
fundamental tenets of jus-
tice anil morality or blatantly
be injutious to [the public o
the interests of|the society,”
Leonen said.
The Supreme Court sided
with the Court of Appeals (CA)
in dismissing a “motion to in-

‘tervene” that was|filed by then

Benguet Rep. Ronald Cosalar
who challenged [the arbitral
decision ir. 2017.

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Public policy Cosalan, an.  interview
‘However, in a' decision on \»\.!’sm:lzua@tlalt;l said he'had a
that was promulgated on June stake in the case being a mem-
21 and made public only on ber of Benguet's indigenous
Dec. 22, the high court said community and as one of the
the arbitration tribunal con- authors of the Ipra.
tradicted “a strong and com- Earlier in 2016, the DENR
pelling public policy on the and the MGE also sued and
protection of the rights of the won a favorable ruling from
Mankayan indigenous cultural a Makati Regional Trial Court
communities to their ances- (RTC) which “vacated” the ar-
tral domains” when it excused bitral decision, but the CA re-
Lepanto from ‘acquiring the versed the RTC decision also
FPIC. ; in 2018. _

The Supreme Court de- However, the high court
cision, penned by Associate agreed with the RTC decision
Justice Henri Jean Paul Inting, that also described consent
stresses that protecting the from IPs as public policy. ma

UNDERGROUND TOUR A group of visitors tours a mining tunnel of Lepanto Consolidated Mining Co., one of the country’s top goid prod s, inM yan, B in this 2018 photo. Lepanto,

which a_tartw ep_'utionl_in the 1930s, is amang the Philippines’ pionear mines. —sv esrimmy
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my picking ajr speed, Speaker

With the epuntry’s econo-  terday the House of Repre-
sentatives will work double-
Martin Romualdez said yes-  time next year i ensure that

finanee
secrelary That the werst is over
fow e Phitippines pod better

< are expected,t Romual-
aiel

“This definitely inspires us
1o work double-time when
we restme session nexd year,
pushing us to legislate more
lawes needed to Torther hoost
the economy and improve
the living condition of our
people,” he addued

Fhe Speaker was refer-
ring to the slatement released
Wednesday by Finanee Secre-
tary Benjamin Diokno where
he projected faster economic
growth for the Philippines in
2023,

Despite a looming plobal
recession, Diokno said the
Ihilippines is still experted to
hawve one of the highest growth
rates among six Asseciation
of Southeast Asian Mations
(ASEAN) member ccunomies
next year.

“Many institutions and ex-
perts have predicted a global
recession in 2023, and conse-
quently, downgraded Philip-
pine gross domestic product
(GDP) outlook to less than 6
percent,” Diokno said.

“But an average GDP
growih of 6.5 percent is noth-
ing to be sheezed al; it is still
one of the highest, if not the
highest, prowth rates among
ASEAN+6 seofomies,” he
pointed ol

poun] neses from o

Diokno cited nine redsons
for his n]—pﬁnﬁslic projections
for the economy’s grawth
in 2023, {fodr of which were
the direct result of acts of
Congress, namely: the early
approval of the 2023 natipnal
budget, rarly adeption of the
first-ever Medium-Term Fis-
cal Framework (MTFF) for
2023-2024; a more favorable
eronomic environment that
removed barriers to forcign
investmenis, and a strong
commitment 1o expand the
“Huild, Build, Build” program
wilh enhanced private seclor
participation

Romualdez extended his
gratitude to his fellow meam-
bers of the House of Repre-
senlalives for acting swiltly
on vital legislalive measures,
which Dinkna cited among, the
major reasons for oplimism in
the country’s strong CCONOMIC
performance.

1t conld be recalled that last
Ang. 1, 2022, the House ad-
opted Concurrent Resolution
Noo 2, supporting President
Marcos’ 2023-2028 MTFE

The House approved its
version of the 2023 national
budpget on Sept. 28 and ratified
the bicameral conference con-
mittes report on Dec. 5,

Signed by President Mar-
cos last Dec. 16, Romualdez
noted that it was the only
budget in recent memory
to have been signed in mid-
December.

Amendments to the Re-
1ail Trade Liberalization Act,
Foreign Investments Act and
Public Services Act during
the 18th Congress shepherded
the passage of its enactment
into laws by Romualdez wha
served as the House majority,
leader.

Divkno also cited the swift
approval of the Philippine
Development Plan 2023-2028,
the strong international credit
profile of the country, a stable
and resilient banking, system,
adequale buffers against ex-
ternal headwinds; a young,
tech-savey, mostly English-

achieved would translate to

House to work double time to boost economy

better living conditions for  resentatives, welcome the

speaking labor foree, among
the factors that bode well for
the ;;rn\\'ﬂi prnspv::t? of the
economy in 227

Too help sustain such a
;:mu'kh trajectory, Bomualdes
liad vowed 1o pass the e

maiping 12 priuril\-‘ eas res
of the Chiel Executive when
Congress resimes session on
Jan. 23, 2023

Romualdez was referring
1o the 12 priorily measures

that the Legislative Cu-
live Development Adv 'y
Council (LEDAC) adopted
as its Common Legislative
Agenda (CLA): 1. Enacl-
ment of an Enabling Law for
the Matural Gas Industry, 2
Amendments to the Electric
Power Indusiry Reform Act
(EPIRA), 3 Unified System
of Separalion, Ret
and Pension, 4. ;
nance Act and E-Govern-
ment Act, 5. National Land
Use Act, b, National Defense
Act, 7. Matienal Govert
ment Rightsizing Program,
#. Budget Modernization
Bill, @ Depariment of Water
Resources, 10. Establishing
the Megros Island Region,
11. Magna Carta for Filipino
Seafarers, 12. and Establish-
ment of Regional Specialiy
Hospitals.

Defore the House adjourned
fur the Christmas break, Ro-
mualdez pointed out that it
had fulfilled its commitment o
pass pro- ople l'ﬂEEIBllYKI!S, in-
cluding, the Maharlika Invest-
ment Fund (MIF), the P5.268-
trillion national budget lor
2023, and 20 other priority bills
of the Marcos administration,
192 af which were included in
the CLA.

Romualdez said the House
looks forward to the enact-
ment of the 19 priority bills
under the CLA that it has
passed on third and final
reading.

Theee include Lthe fol-
lowing: 1. Passive Income
and Financial Intermedi-
ary Taxation Act or PIFITA
(The fourth package under
the (_'nmprvhenxivr.; Tax Re-
form Program or CTRIP),
2. Virology Institute of the
Philippines, 3. Agrarian Re-
form Debts Condonation,
4. Philippine Passport Act,
5. Waste-lo-Fnergy Bill, 6
MNational Dizease Prevention
Management Authorily or
Center (or Disease Control
and Prevention, 7. Medical
Reserve Corps (HEART), 8,
Internet Transaction Act /
E-Commerce Law, 9. Leyte
Ecological Industrial Zone,
10. Eastern Visayas Develop-
ment Authority (EVDA), 110
Government Financial Insd-
tutions Unified Initiatives to
Distressed Enterprises for
Economic Recovery (GUIDE)
bill, 12. Free Legal Assistance
for Police and Soldiers, 13,
Public-Private Partnership
(PI'T) Act, 14, Magna Carta
uf Barangay Health Workers,
15. Real Property Valuation
Reform Bill, 16, Apprentice-
ship Act, and 17. National
Citizens Service Training
Program (NCSTT).

Two of the 19 meas

res un-

* der the CLA have been signed

into law by the Mresident -
Republic Act No. 11934 or An
Act Requiring Registration of
Subscriber Identification Mod-
ule (SIM), and RA 11935 or An
Act Postponing the December
2022 Barangay and Sanggu-
niang, Kabataan Elections to
Orctober 2023
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PH, Chinato s‘ig; '
sea agreement

BY CATHERINE S. VALENTE

E Philippines and China will
establish direct communication
between their foreign ministries

to avoid “miscalculation and miscom-

munication”

in the hotly disputed

South China Sea, Manila said Thursday.

The deal will be signed next
week during President Ferdinand
Marcos’ visit to Beijing, where
he will meet with his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping, a foreign
ministry official told reporters.

Marcos has insisted he will not
let China trample on the Philip-
pines’ maritime rights in the sea
— in contrast to his predecessor
Rodrigo Duterte, who was reluc-
tant to criticize the superpower.

The Philippines last week or-
dered its military to boost their
presence in the contested waters
after a report that China had
started reclaiming several unoc-
cupied land features around the

Spratly Islands. "To avoid mis- .

calculation and miscommunica-
tion in the West Philippine Sea,
both sides have agreed to sign an
agreement establishing ... direct
communication between the for-
eign ministries of both countries
atvarious levels,” Foreign Affairs
Assistant Secretary Neal Imperial
said. Manila refers to the waters
immediately west of the Philip-
pines as the West Philippine Sea.

Imperial said the agreement
would formalize “procedures” for
contact between the two countries
when a dispute arose.

In a pre-departure press briefing
in Malacafiang, Imperial said the
state visit will be from January 3
to 5, his first foreign trip for 2023.

. Marcos was invited by Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

He will be joined by first lady
Louise Araneta-Marcos, former
president Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo, House Speaker Martin Ro-

mualdez, Foreign Affairs Secretary

Enrique Manalo, Finance Secretary
Benjamin Diokno, Trade Secretary
Alfredo Pascual, Tourism Secretary
Christina Frasco, Information and
Communications Technology
Secretary Ivan John Uy, and other
members of the Cabinet.

“The Department of Foreign
Affairs considers the state visit
of great significance,” Imperial
told reporters.

Despite the Covid situation in
China, he said that the Philippine
delegation will stay in a “bubble”
to minimize the risk of exposure.

‘Ang ating ugnayang panlabas
sa China ay napakaimportante
(Our relations with China is
very important), and we have
received assurances from our
Chinese host that all arrange-

.ments are being made to enstre
_ the safety of the President and

the delegation during the visit,”
Imperial szud
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Beijing claims sovereignty over
almost the entire South China Sea
and has ignored an international
court ruling that its clalms have
no legal basis.

“.The Philippines, Vie‘mam, Ma-
laysia and Brunei have overlap-
ping dlaims to parts of it.

The surge in Covid-19 cases
in China will not stop Marcos Jr.
from pushing through with his
state visit to Beijing next week,
the Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) said Thursday.

X theres an expecation thit the state
visit will set the tone of bilateral
relations between the two countries
in the next ﬁve 10 six years,” Impe-

“A bubble arrangement has
been agreed for the Philippin:
delegation to minimize the risk of
exposure to the virus,” he added

It will be Marcos' first visit

to a non-Asean

Southeast Asian Nati ;

Itwill also be the'

sociation of
) ¢ountry.
nd face-to-

face meeting between the two heads

of state in less than two months.
“With both leaders receiving «

fresh mandate in recent elections.

rial said.

- The state visit, he added, will reaf:
firm the “cordial and neighborly”
relations between Manila and Beijing

4 aswellas “ensure continuityin many
facets of the bilateral relationship and
chart new areas of engagement.”

“It is also expected to build on the

growing trade and investment ties
between the two economies as well as
address security issues of mutual con-
cem,” the official said. WITH AFP




-

) STRATEGIC EOPLE IZ |
é‘a COMMUNICATION P 1 iA S 2 UPPER PAGE 1 !lANNEl EDITORIAL CARTOON
. AND |:I STORY | stoRy

Wﬁ — INITIATIVES FPAGE LOWER
“Suggea?  SERVICE @!1 Y
L -
TITLE: PAGE DATE 5
a M - = = g - =
PH to ink 10 to 14 deals with China during Marcos’ state visit
THE Philippines is set to tion. ing the Presidencyin  Marcos’ official activi- Information and Commu- people. V/e expect that this eign relations with China

sign 10 to 14 bilateral The two countries are ]u]{.I A t . ' nications Technology Secre- 1ssue will be discussed in  are very imporiant) and we
agreements with China also going to si m;gnr esaid itwillalsobethe Jan. 4, include three impor-  tary Ivan John Uy and other  the President’s meelinﬁ: have received assurances
during the state visit of ment establishin rect tant meetings with Chi members of the Cabinet.  with Chinese leaders,” from our Chinese host that
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By JEL E. SANTOS

hildren still need adult su-
pervision when playing with
"harmless merrymakers"
like light-up hand clappers,
spinning pens and wands, and the
substitute noisemaker "torotot," an
environment watchdog stressed.

In a statement, EcoWaste Coalition
National Coordinator Aileen Lucero
warned that those labeled as harmless
alternative merrymakers used dur-
ing the New Year’s Eve revelry "may
contain loosely attached parts that can
get disconnected and swallowed by a
child posing choking, internal burn or
chemical hazard."

“Parents and other adults should
see to it that such merrymakers are

well-made and that kids are informed

and supervised on their safe use," she
maintained.

In its latest market monitoring, the
group found light-up hand clappers,
spinning pens, and wands with button
cell battery compartments that can be
easily broken or opened. The items,
which are improperly labeled, have
not undergone toy product quality
and safety verification by the health
authorities, it was disclosed.

“These merrymakers with flash-
ing LED lights are often not sturdily
made. A child may drop the toy or
open the battery compartment out of
curiosity releasing the tiny button cell
batteries. A child may put the batteries
in the mouth and choke on them, or
accidentally insert them on her or his
ear and nose,” the official explained.

Aside from choking hazards, the
button cell batteries also pose internal
burn and chemical hazards.

"When it comes into contact with
body fluids, the battery generates a

current that produces small amounts
of sodium hycdroxide, which is lye. 'f
the battery gets stuck somewhere in
the body, the lye b a hole at that
spot. Infection usual follows. The
result can be serious injury and illness,
long-term disability, ¢r even death, '
according to the American Academy
of Pediatrics.

Unlike firecrackers, Lucero went
on, playing with a "torotot" will not
blow off a child’s fingers or cause ey
injuries, but its mouthpiece or whistl>
can get detachied and be swallowed b
a child causing choking hazard. Others
also have sharp edges that can cause
abrasions and cuts.

“Like the light-up|merrymalkers
most, if not zll, of the ‘torotot’ sold
in the markel: are not|authorized b
the health authorities and are not duls
labeled,” she added. “The quality anc
safety of these toys tbe assured.’
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Parents warnedVS dan"ge'r of toys, lnoise'malqers for kids «
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AC Logistics unit

tapped to handle
waste in El Nido

'SU’BSIDIARIES of AC Logistics Holdings Corp and Ayala

Land Hotels and Resorts Corp. (ALHRC) signed an .
agreement for the transport, handling, and manage-
mentof hosatlaiand hazardous waste. acressthelai
ter'’s resorts in El Nido, Palawan. A

In a press release on Thursday, AC Logistics said
Integrated Waste Management, Ific. (IWM), its waste
management company; forged the partnership with
Ten Knots Phils. Inc., whlr.h operates multiple resorts in
El Nido.

Through the partnership, IWMI will he in charge |
of the collection, transport, and proper treatment and
disposal of the Ten Knots group’s medica}and infec-
tious wastes. o

[WMV's service under the partnership will inclide -

- 'prowdmg documentary evidence on how the genera-

tor’s hazardous wastes are treated and disposed of. The
waste management company specializes in handling
hazardous waste and is said to serve 40% of medical

 establishments in Metro Manila.

“Our team is excited to collaborate with the group’s
EI Nido Resorts and Lio Beach in exploring innovative
solutions and practices that protect El Nido’s communi-

 ties and natural environment,” IWMI President Cazar

Christopher Gregory G. Pacheco, Jr. said. i

“Through this partnership, we hope to encourage.
more organizations to institutionalize proper hazardous
waste management and ensure long-term positive
impact,” Mr. Pacheco added.

“As our businesses grow and the tourism
industry recovers, the challenge of managing .
different types of waste escalates, too,” ALHRC '
President and Chief Executive Ofﬂcer Javier D
Herrqandez said. -

“We at Ten Knots are-only too glad to work with
IWMI in addressing these challenges and meeting our
sustainability objectives,” he added.

The pandemic has increased the volume of hospital
waste like face masks, hazmats, personal protective -
equipment, vials and syringes, diluents and expired
medicines that require proper hanﬁllng and disposal, |
according to the firm,

The company said IWMI is at the forefront “in
enduring the responsible handling and dlspmhi'ﬂf
hazardous [as it] has been in the business of coﬂecﬁnd
and treating infectious and hazardous wastes for m

-thanioyears — Justine Irish D. Tabile
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: ng&mmgwmwanwymm _ Ang mga opisyal naman ng DENR i1y sunud-s
sisihin sa mga ganitong kalamidad? Kasi sila ang nagbibigayng  kung ane ang ididikta sa kanila ng politiko. D

lugar. - =

Dahﬂ wala nang malalaking sa kabundukan, wala nang Kung ang presidente ay maka-kalikasan, ipaki
naghaharang sa pagdal ':)‘yn‘,&,r_t:ugmD e .

ahil a ito ang myza selarin kung bakit naging fla
landslide prone na ang kanilang probinsiya na dati-rati
Kal i S e ; -

iso sa talamak na logging, mining at quarry sa kanilang %gpem lang ang mga nagpapatakbo sa ahensiy

mga pagbaha sa VisMin, politiko ang salarin

i TIGAHAN daw ng Kongreso ang mga taga- |
ph?ling:ﬁ?ilm(;mm 3 Ge‘:lgi)'hys'i_eal- and Astronomical :
Services Adminisiration (PAGASA) at National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council (!_\IDRRMC) sa ‘
nangyaring malawakang paghaha at landslides sa _Vig;yas
at Mindanao nitong kapaskuhan kungsaan marami ang

I nggxm- Misamis} mq&&eﬁtiﬂj Znd Blstnct Repreﬁn;aat&v;: ‘
Sancho Fernando Qaminal, nagkausap na sila ni Misami |
Oriental 1st District Rep. Jason Almonte para pagp&ll\lFm;g;n
ang mga taga PAC SAatNDRRMC kung bakit kulang ang abiso .
ukolsanmngmakawshangpagbahasammpmgbdmgmg |
Mindanao, dahjlan para malagay sa state of calamity ang kanilang

\ probinsiya. = ; | -

a.ﬂg w gasa S ﬂgtﬂb il oLt
ashfloods!-Resulta: washout ang kabahayan,

byerno at mga negosyanteng ganid sa luwarta.

an sa mga negosyanie ay politike ndri
ari ng malalaking tindahan ng tabla sa i

1 vayor ay si Congressman o si Goberna
kamag-anakan. Yes!

bayan/lalawigan? Kung hindi si Maycr ay si Co
a%kanﬂang ing mga kadugo. Right? e
~Sa Mindanao, talamai ang illegal logging, mi
At ang mga nasa likod ay mga politiko, Mismo!

ako Secretary “Toni” Loyzaga?

dahil nasira narin ang bundok sa mining atquarry, sumasamana  sumuporta sa kanya ang mga ito noong ¢leksyon, Dapat!

r landslides at
kabuhayan at

amidad na nangyayari ngayon, hindi lang sa Visayas !
i maging sa Luzon, ay gav/i rin ng miga opisyal ng
yong lugar?
dorokaya'y

Y 84 inyong
mg. 81 Gob.

mining, quarry.
ahil p{)lf!]uai
ang ito. Tama

jong niya ang

ig-ulan pababa sa kapatagan. At 'mga nasa likod ng illegal logging, mining at qu[n’ry'.kahir pa |

lang
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'C Logistics, T_ 2n Knots
team up for El Nido
- waste management

By RICHMOND MERCURIO communities and natural envinyament,
Pacheco said.

The Ayala Group’s AC Logﬁucs “Through this partnership, we hope
Holdings Corp. has forged a partner- to encourage more orgarizations to i
ship with the Ten Knots Group for stitutionalize proper hazardous wasté
waste management in El Nido Resorts management and ensure long-tern
in Palawan. _positive impact,” he added.

AC Logistics subs:dla.ry Integrated IWMI is one of the leading; wastd
Waste Management Inc. (IWMI) and management companies in the izount:
Ten Knots PE.L[S Inc. have signed an specializing in the handling of hazard
agreement for the transport, handling  ous waste that include mdusi:nal at
and management of hospital and haz- hospital waste, among
ardous waste across the island resorts company, whi
of El Nido. " business of collecting

- Ten Knots is a subsidiary of Ayala tious and hazard
' LandHotels nd Resorts Corp. that than30y sery

protect u.lpment, vnalshg{r
ilue expired medicines t t
requires pmper hand]mg and disposal.
* "As our businesses grow and the
tourism industry recovers, the challenge
of managing different types of waste
escalates, too. We at Ten Knots e only
ar too glad to work with IWMI in ac dress-
eam is excited to collaborate ing these challenges and meetin '
w:th the group’s El Nido Resorts and sustainabllity objectxve,“’Ayalﬁli'and
ploris

-~ Hotels and R pms; dent and C

e *“‘"ﬁt!l




