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'NBP excavation illegal

Bureau of Corrections officerincharge émgodo Catapang Jr.
revealed that the excavation work inside the New Bilibid Prison
in Mmm:ﬂupa City was illegal, according to the report by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

; mscamesasﬂmBuCorsoughtastudyhyﬂleDENRfoﬂUng
the discovery of a huge excavation at the time when the agency’s
chief Gerald Bantag was suspended for other allegations:

Catapang stressed that the BuCor will deek the guidance of
 the Department of Justice over the specific charges to be filed
- against Bantag in relation to the excavation.

« To recall, Catapang — a former Armed Forces chief of staff
—dlscfos‘edthatmeyfomuiaholeand,tmml near the directar’s
office in NBPrwhich was 200 meters wide and 30 meters deep.

The suspended BuCor chief, meantime, denied that the digging
inside the NBP was meant to become a tunnel for escape and
stressed that the excavation was meant for a deep swimming pool
to train BuCor personnel inscuba diving.

Bantag claimed there was no tunnel t.h e but there was an
‘excavation for the construction of a scuba diving pool intended
to train personnel for disaster preparedness. ALVIN MURCIA
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SUSPENDED Bureau of
‘Corrections (BuCor)
chief Gerald Bantag has
challenged his accusers

to prove his “guilt” in
charges linking him' to
‘the Percy Lapid slay and

Ehtr maes ;uch as pkm—
der &in ur;mg in-

P imerviewetloder A

“Unang Balita,” tain’

News
Bantag, who was preven-
tively susp | for 90
days over the death of
middleman Jun Villam-
or, pointed ,out that the
charges being pressed
against him are just noth-
ing but “lies.”

antag was aC(:u&ed
of masterminding the
murder of broadcaster .

‘over unfinished prison

Percy Lar d last October
3 in Las s City.

B;hb:d dlggmgs where an
unauthorized joint ven-

Also, two gan Lead- ture agreement (JVA) was
ers claimed that entered into with a pri-
who was extzeme vate firm, '
drunk” during that tm‘.he  This developed, the
stabbed them m his ofﬁx:e Department of Environ-
last Febs:uar{ - ment and Natural Re-

B 7 sources (DENR) has con-

to sc‘iuée,d tﬁat the exr.:ava—

ueta” g; em
P50,000 each to remain Ml.mtmlupa Clty durmg

“silent.” the time of Bantag was
Forhisy art, BuCor Of- 1113%215

ficer-in-Charge (OIC) as revealed by

Gregorio Catapang Jr. Catapa durin an in-

said that the bureau is terview with Teleradyo’s

now readying plunder “Kabayan” pmgram

charges against Bantag ~ Accor to Cata-

pang, BuCnr will now
seek the guidance of the

Pm]er:ts worth ‘mil-
i Department of Justice

on and the controversial
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By HECTOR LAWA

(DO]) over the specific
charges to be filed against
Bantzg concerning the ex-

cavation.

Catapang, [a former
Armexl Forces chief of
'staff, recently disdosed
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and tiuanel nea $ML—
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Bant irm Iy denied
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scuba diving,
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purpose
for felled
trees seen

The construction site |

where the trees were | '
taken is part of the .

protected Samar Island I
Natural Park, whichis |

under the direct control | I
of the DENR !

BORONGAN CITY — The
Department of Public Works
and Highways in Eastern Samar
has recently turned over to the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources Regional
Office a total of 877 cut trees .
that fell due to an ongoing
construction project. [

The Eastern Samar District |
Engineering Office disclosed
that the cut trees — amounting
t0222.43 cubic meters taken
from the construction of slope
protection along Wright-Taft
Road in the municipality of Taft
— were composed of naturally
growing trees such as Bagonito,

Narra, Kulipapa, Hagakhak,
Patsaragon, Tiga and Mamitin,

District Engineer Marganta
Junia said the partial turnover
of the cut logs relieves the office
with the safekeeping task and
will benefit the local government
units who are the intended
beneficiaries of the good lumber,

. The construction site where '
the trees were taken is part
of. the protected Samar Island
Natural Park, which is under |
the direct control of the DENR. |

The turnover was held at the
SINP’s Eagle Sanctuary Station
in San Rafael, Taft, Eastern
Samar near the stockyard where
the felled trees are located.

Based on the application of the,
tree cutting permit, the DPWH
ESDEO has atotal of 3,151 affected
trees to be cut with a total volume
of 1,154:558 cubic meter, |

However, DENR Forester|
Flordeliza .de la Cruz said|
that they are only expecting
at least 60 percent of the
total volume considering

the defective trees and the
wastage of cut because of
swerving. = ELMER RECUERDO |
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MW(C, partners unveil
facility for IP commumty

ANILA Water Foundation,

“together with its institu-

-tional partners, ManilaWa-
ter Co. (MWC), Metropolitan Water-
works and Sewerage System (MWSS),
and One Meralco Foundation (OME),
recently inaugurated a water treat-
ment facility with a chlorinator and
sand filter fora Dumagat community.

The facility will produce clean
potable water to be stored in the
five- water-tank reservoir over a
3-kilometer water line, and 17 wa-
tering points in Sitio Sapang Mhntl
in Norzagaray, Bulacan,

. Agreements were formalized
among the water concessionaires,
MWSS, and the Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources
(DENR) to collaborate and comple-
ment resources for the Ipo Watershed
Management Plan, which safeguards
its responsible protection, develop-
ment, management and conserva-
tion.

Manila Water Foundation said it
respondstothecallforenvironmental
sustainability within the watershed

through thedevelopmentofaprogram -

on WASH or water access, sanitation
and hygiene, designed to address the
needs of the indigenous peoples in Si-
tio Sapang Munti.

Aseries oftechnicaland social as-
sessments were conducted, with the

cooperation of the MWSS Watershed

Division and the community mem-
bers, enabling the development of
a water access project under the In-

tegrated WASH program of Manila "

. Water Foundation.

During the water treatmentfacility
handover, Manjila Water Foundation
Executive Director Reginald Andal
pointed out the i&nportance-nfhavinga
cleansourceof waterto the community
and how it can help protect individu-
alsfromhavingillnessesand diseases.

“Isaposapinakamahalagangelemen-
to ng ating pamumuhay ay ang ating tu-
big. Sisiguraduhin nating lagi po tayong
may tubig para maligtas sa kahit anong
sakit,” he said. |

The water system project will be
operated and rnal'rnaged bythe commu-
nity of Sitio Sapang Munti, to ensure
a more sustainable, safe, and reliable

' water source for at least 100 families.

Sitio Sapang Munti resident Mari-
tess Cruz shared the challenges of liv-
ing in a waterless community. “Hindi

po kami marunong maghugas ng ka-

may nang tama, Basta ganun-ganun
lang. Hindi rin po namin alam na
‘yung kinukuhdnan namin ng tubig
noon ay marumi pala. Sa tagal po ng
panahon,_pakiralndamkongayon g
kami nagising,” she said. lTn
Manila Water said the water access
project demonstrates synergy across
business groups. Along with Mani
Water Foundation’s Integrated WASH
program, OneMeralco Foundation will
provide solarpartiels thatwillenergize
thewater treatmentfacility, Hence, the

- water system and the solar electricity

canenablethe proper WASH practices
inschoolsas their existing handwash-
ing facility and toilet are now directly
connec‘ted to the water line.
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Manila Water

and partners
supply treated
water for Dumagat
community

MANILA Water Co., Inc. has opened a water
treatment facility in Norzagaray, Bulacan foran |
indigenous community in the area, the water |
concessionaire announced on Wednesday.
The facility will produce clean potable water|
which will be stored in the five water-tank
reservoirs over a 3-kilometer water line, and 17
watering points in Norzagaray town. I
Manila Water, which serves Metro Manila's ||
east zone, said the water treatment facility
includes a chiorinator and sand filter to provide l
water supply for the Dumagat indigenous
peoples’ ccmx_rwmt_y 4
The project is a collaboration between Manil
Water Foundation, Metropolitah Waterworks and
Sewerage System, and One Meralco Foundatlom
“Its launch came after agreements were final-
ized among the parties and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources to collabora
and complement resources for a management plan
that will safeguard the Ipo dam watershed as wel1 "
as its development, protection and conservation. |
The water concessionaire serves Metro Ma- |

nila’s east zone network, which comprises Mariki- :

na, Pasig, Makati, Taguig, Pateros, Mandaluyong;
San Juan, portions of Quezon City and Manila, :
and several towns of nearby Rizal province. i

Earlier this month, the listed water company |
said it isramping up its water sampling measur
to ensure water potability in the area it serves.

Meanwhile, the company also announced
its unit, Manila Water Philippine Ventures, Inc.
(MWPVI) semreda P32 billion lt}year term loan |
facility with Secunty Bank Corp.

Loan pmoeeds will be used for MWPVI's capi-
tal expendlture bquet and its existing pmjeds
or equity mvesiments

At the stock exchange on Wednesday, shares
in Manlla Water closed 2.63% lower to end at
PI8.50 aplece —Ashlw Erika 0. Jose
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URSUANT to the request qf the

" Department of Energy (DoE),
the Department of Justice (DoJ) is-
sued a legal opinion that revisited
foreign investment limits in the
exploration, development and uti-
lization (EDU) of solar, wind, hydro
and ocean/tidal energy resources in
relation to Section 2, Article 12 of
the 1987 Constitution, which states
that the EDU of natural resources,
including all forces of potential
energy, is limited to Filipino citi-
zens or entities whose capital is at
least 60-percent owned by Filipino
citizens. Put differently, the foreign
equity participation for the EDU
of natural resources is limited to
40 percent.

On Sept. 29, 2022, the Do],
through DoJ Opinion 21, Series of
2022, accepted the DoE's contem-
porary views on the matter and ad-

opted an innovative and pioneering

interpretation of the term “natural
resources” in relation to the term “all
forces of potential energy” under the
Constitution. The DoJ opined that
the EDU of kinetic energy (energy
from water, marine current, wind,
solar or the ocean) should not be
subjected to the 40-percent foreign
equity limitation under Section 2,
Atticle 12 of the Constitution because
such energy resources are beyond the

~ MORE T&)

FOLLOE

RAMON

ambitoftheterm natural

: asmgdmﬂles:ndsmuonandthat

term “all forces of potential energy”
should be understood in its techni-
cal sense, which necessarily excludes
kinetic energy. |
The enumeration accompany-
ing the term “natural resources” in
Section 2, Article 12 (i.e., lands of
the public domain, waters, min-
erals, coal, petroleum and other

mineral oils, all forces of potenm* :
~energy, fisheries, forests or timber,

wildlife, flora and fauna) are al

susceptible of appropriation. Thus,
the term “natural resources” could
not include the sun, the wind or

meomasgheymnotsub]ectm'

| 1

appropriation,
Since these energy sources (the
sun, thewind and the ocean) are not
subject to appropriation as under-
stood under the constitutional pro- |
vision, they could be used, exploited
or harnessed by anyone. Whilel
the sun itself cannot be owned by
the Philippines, the sunlight that'

reaches the Philippines can be con-
sidered as an energy source for the
Philippines.
The overriding notion by the
Constitutional Coinmission for the
1987 Constitution for the lim
of foreign participation i in
of natural resources stemmeg
the feamf depletiou ofthe co

sun shining above 1he sky, w
run out. The same cin be said

winds continue to circulate a
the globe and the watars conti
ebb and flow, energy hiarmesse

inexhaustible.
' Another point thar. supports
view that renewable energy sources

ing the 1987 Consmutmn.
energy sources are not vet devel ped,
used or exploited. The change
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DoE, through Department Circular  foreign equity p*articipation limit

DC2022-11-0034, removed Section  for its exploration, development

19(A) of the Rules and Regulations  and utilization will be a significant

Implementing Republic Act 9513, step toward the influx of foreign

otherwise known as the “Renew-  direct investments in the Philippine

able Energy Act of 2008" (RE Act economy for many years to come. To l

IRR), indicating that potential en-. avoid any doubt, it would be more ‘
ergy sources include kinetic energy fitting, of course, if new legislation

sources from water, marine current
and wind, solar, ocean, geothermal
and biomass, and the amendment
. of Section 19(B) of the RE Act IRR

Aticle XII, Section 11 of the 1987

was set in motion by Congress to
solidify the interpretation of the
DoJ toward the progressive growth

- of the renewable energy sectorin the

warrant. If you have any question
or comment regarding this article,
you may email the author at info@

by expressly indicating that the state ~ Philippines. |
may enter into renewable energy Removing the nationality require-
service or operating contracts with ment imposed on foreign-owned
Filipino and/or foreign citizens or  businesses engaged in the EDU of |
Filipino and/or fomguwned cor- kinetic energy allows the entry of
porations or associations. - much-needed foreign capital into
‘ The Do}, however, qualified its the country’s renewable energy
“opinion by stating that the Water  industry. With these foreign direct
Code and nuiq;mdeaeelmﬁmgm - investments, it is hoped that our
Filipino citizens or ]undmalmans " country shall soon achieve the goal '
the appropriation of waters, direct of making cleaner energy more ac-
from the source, for power genera- cessible to the greater public. l
tion shall continue to prevail, unless
-rq)ea!ﬁm:md y RamonVauganDy3rdisagmdu-
Similar to the developnmgﬁ m- ate of the Ateneo de Manila Univer-
troduced by Republic Act 11659, or  sity School of Law and an Associate
the “Public Service Act,” as amend-  of Mata-Perez, Tamayo & Francisco
”ed, which resulted intheremovalof (MTF Counsel). This article is for
foreign zquﬂy restrictions on most  general information only and is not
public service entities not classified  a substitute for professional advice
 as public utilities in aocordaneewith where the facts and circumstances

mtfcounsel.com okvi_sifMTFuemite i
at www.mtfcounsel.com
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'NOTICE OF BIDDING

&
Notice :mbymmmnm cmmnm%%mmw

' sea { clock in the mornin: maary 10, 2023 the right to lease
hmmnﬂpwmwawmmmm Wrimnbidsmm
wmwummmmmma.umﬂzmm

Dm:lmu" - : mlz-ma M!ac” A
: 8384 squere meters | '

; : Php 10,899,200.00

;_' H&pmmﬁl

: Lumino Land and Port Mgt Inc.
Mia-166803-01

"1 "The right to Tease the land will be awarded fo the person o highest annual
mmmmumm%mwmarw khﬂdp&mm(ﬁ{

centum of the proposed existing
.*'&muﬁmaﬁfmmu%wwmmm&mﬁ

MM mmmmwmdummm.
a e _.m msm:m@)mmmmm_mmm.w_
' its in cash shall be acoepted. A person bidding in ion of another may do 50
méaradnly executed Special Power of Attomey. Dusing the b the bidder has to

; Wmmwmmmmnmmmmummmm

MWMMumwmummmumwm
'%WWwaﬂm * -
! mﬂmmmwmmmmafﬂn
muwmgm«wmﬁm-

F
v
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On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EES) of the proposed SHELL LNG IMPORT
TERMINAL PROJECT of SHELL ENERGY PHILIPPINES, INC. located in BARANGAY LIBJO,
MALITAM, AND TABANCAO AMBULONG, BATANGAS CITY.

Mwummmmwlﬂmuﬁo thoir opinion di } ion of the: prog 4
SHELL LNG IMPORT TERMINAI mowc‘%!‘;mdmmmmmmm !

Diate Timie

13 January 2023, Priday AR AM (Repistraon siaris | Ceand Hall, Ginazel's Hfand Rﬂmmut F‘qﬁm
' ai BN ARS) \"lﬁa@e Guled Labac, Bs

mmhIMMWIsbungumhctdmmm ﬁ:wmofmmoPmeaMmmm\mhym |
Environmental Management Buvcan (EMB) of the D:pnmofﬂuvummd

Natwral Resources (DENR). |

in mmssm capacity,

Acco i basedmmwum mnmwsmmh»azi
Depmmof mm&m:wm%muzmsmm:m ]
{GHG) cmum of comgarod lo em mcrease in dirvet foreign anwmmntm o

berthing tacility.

Wﬁnmhqlzmmmwﬁmmbhmm I

3 m consisting of copper ey “For the povver cables, palymenic g
nmrﬂ]ﬁr (FO) cable and steal anroc

mistﬁaxrmaﬁk
v forthe

mdnmbqr :_ o 1t can
mudbrmafﬂnwmulvu}m
Wﬁdlﬁﬁwﬂ&mhmmo«:dwdnmmsﬁmmpm |
ufilitics such-as | to di Nnmemnmmm
i i mum»mmawm

WMWNMTI&W by sdisting
m%&dmﬁdﬁw

Fireand g
® Shutdown
i mngmmmm;mmmmg facility system |
- Legk dotection mwmd iﬁxmns import facility | 0

paper
IMPAC’I' Am‘ﬂ'! F MANAGEMENT DIVISION D) of this
three (3) days before the Public Heariag schedule. Those who will ot

* The project s EIS and Executive Summary for the Mwwhwulomﬁemw“m

-m&mbi} confim \imr ‘

participate
and may give their opinion(s). in & concise position: 1o the ENVIRONMENTAL
AND ! s Office through email at :,i
be mble to register or submit

af Publie Hearing' Cantuliation fnk found in our websife) whilc copies will be

ity 1o share their issucs on the day of the hearing itself. iy [

mew Notce.

Emb Region 4a

i Fir. DENI by o Bay Building, m;s

Hoxas Blwd,, Ennita, |

Fice (PEMO),

Provincial Environimental Management

Provincial Environmental Manwcnté

al, Kumnimsany fooba,

the EIA and Management Division at this Office at telephone nnmber 3920-2240 |

more detaile, plesse comtact
wﬁms-ms loc 116 sud look for the project case handlers Eagr.. Q‘MW""’"V' ‘ﬂ“s. !
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