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Private sector urged to unite,

combat climate change

ny.m r_mms

'he private sector -should work
closely to hasten the adoption
of environmentally friendly

impact on both catastrophe prevention
and climate change, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) Secretary Antonia Layzaga said
on Thursday, Dec. 22.

notonlyloolk to en efficiency—the
shifts to renewable energy and resoirce
efficiency, and establishing vour pro-
cess and product contributions to the
circular econumy—but to internalize

solutions thatwill havepositive “I urge those present here today to the role of nature in _:i\ziaptmg toclimate

——

change and its critical importance to -

disasterriskreduction,” she said in her
keynote address at the “Sustainability
Forum PH: United for Climate” held
recently in Manila.

" As such, Loyzaga emphasized the-
significance of the private sector's lead-

ership, which has become an essential

_player in bridging the cost of ﬁnancing

climate action.

She lauded the forum for prov:d—
ing a platform for the formation of the
Philippine Alliance for Climate Action,

“which aims to bring the public and ’

private sectors together to address the
threat of climate change.

'She said the new alliance could

produce the most significant results

because the potential synergy among -

the country's major corporations will
most likely generate new capacity to
protect, restore, and enhance rich but
threatened ecosystems.

Loyzaga called on prominent bu31—
ness leaders present at the occasion
to think about collaborating with the
DENR in pursuit of its goal of con-
structing area-based resilience based
on evidence.

She requested their assistance in

creating a national risk register that

may be used to identify development

plans' needs, gaps, and priorities.
To support the development of the
agency's strategies, the DENR said

it seeks to construct a national geo-

spatlal database of natural resourctﬂ,,
an accounting of the nation's natural

- resources and environmental assets’

The DENR would mghly appreci-
ate the private companies’ synergxzeﬂ
expert insights and alignment of in-
vestments to address complex and~

cascadingriskacross sectors and scales, ©

said Loyzaga.
The DENR chief also stressed the

importance of the private sector’s

role in mainstreaming climate and
disaster resilience into their core
business cycles.

. She said the conglomerates must

include not only the businesses they

represent and their respective paths 0
net zero emissions, but also the woik
required beyond their fencelines 10
preserve and protect the ecosysteinis
and communities that support them.
“I believe it is high time for the

‘private sector to come togetherasanal-

liance to ensure that the ecological and
economic gains as individual companies
and organizations are leveraged and
magnified for the good of our people,

our country, and our planet,” she saicl.
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Climate change lags in urgent
~concerns of Pinoys - study

By JANVIC MATEO e

D&spﬂae living in one of the most vul-
nerable countries in the world, most Fili-
pinos still do not identify climate change

‘as the most urgent concern that govern-

ments, companies and people around the
world should focus on. |

The 2022 Climate Reality Barometer,
conducted by Japanese multinational
electronics company Epson, found that
only 10.7 percent of the 1,005 Filipino
respondents identified climate change as
the most urgentissue. |

~ Most Filipino respondents identified
fixing the economy with 27.7 percent, fol-
lowed by rising prices with 24.4 percent,
tackling poverty (15.5 percent) and safe-
guarding against a future pandemic (12.7
percent) as among the most urgent issues:

. Following climate change were im-
proving equality of life with 4.3 percent,
and the war in Europe, 2.6 percent.

The results of the study are somewhat
similar to local surveys that showed in-
flation and unemployment as the most
urgent concern of most Filipinos.

Epson noted that more respondents
from other countries — such as France

with 38 percent and Mexico with 34.1
percent — see climate change as the most
pressing issue that needs to be addressed
worldwide.

Despite this, the study found that Fili-
pinos are among the most optimistic that
‘a “climate disaster” would be averted in
their lifetime.

- Somie 71.9 percent said they were opti-
mistic (35.2 percent very optimistic, 36.7
percent somewhat optimistic) while 13.6
percent were pessimistic (10.8 percent

somewhat pessimistic and 2.8 percent-

very pessimistic).
; Mea“m:aiﬁgePMt -Of‘igipino

o not believe that there is any

 further its net zero strategy (50.9 prcent).

tries were more pessimistic, particularly
in Canada and Italy with 36.6 percentand
25.2 percent, respectively.

“The 2022 Epson Climate Reality Barom-

‘eter shows progress, but also hovs short-

term economic demands are in danger of
distrac% fgﬁaz'werrqnents, businesses and
individ om imperative environimental
action,” said Il\"[.':llsaEinli(l.lsa::na,. president
and director of Epson Philippines. :

“As a global technology leader, our
duty is to refocus our efforts on dzvelo
ing solutions which will help reduce
environmental iﬁt:gract of our products.
By working together, we at Epson believe
that we can all inspire action and build a
better future,” she added.

Addressing cllmaté-chanéo

The online survey, conducted from July
29 to Aug. 8, also asked Filipino respon-
dents about various actions that they do
or plan on doing to tackle climate change.

Some 76,5 percent of the respondents
said they already reduce plastic 1ise fol-
lowed by improving recycling habits

- with 70.1 percent, using more reusable
goods (69.2 percent), walking or cycling

more often (67.1 percent), travel to the
office less (47.3 pelifent), switch ¢ more
sustainable products (45.9 percent) and
less international travel for busin2ss and
leisure (37.6 percent). ¥
Fewer Filipinos said they adopted
a plant-based diet with 39.1 percent,
encouraged workplace to commu!: or fur-
ther its net zero strategy (27.3 parcent),
switched to ren wable energy (25.1
percent), installed solar panels (22.3 per-
cent), boycotted an unsustainable brand
(20.5 percent) and switched to an electric
vehicle (17 percent). Y
More than half of respondents said
they plan to do the following in the future:
install solar pane

(55.6 perces
and encourage workplace to commit or

switch to renewable energy (58.8 parcent),
switchtoan ectri'v*el’ﬁﬁ ent)
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THE MARCOS administration is on May 16; 2023, according to a The Washington -hased multi-

seeking a $600-million loan from  document uploaded on the multi-.  lateral bank said the reforms sup-

the World Bank to help the Philip-- lateral lender’s website. ported by the propos ed loan series

pines bounce back from the pan- “The DPL series aims to sup- | will be implemented by the Mar-

demic, as well as improve climate  port the government of the Philip-  cos administratior. “which has

resilience and fiscal management. ‘pines’ reforms to: 1) accelerate the  thus far emphasized some degree

The Philippines’ first sustain-  economic recovery; 2) protect the  of economic policy ¢ antinuity.”

able recovery development policy  environment and improve climate The loan series is expected

loan (DPL) is expected to beap- resilience; and 3) improve fiscal  to boost foreign imvestments in

proved by the World Bank board  management,” the World Banksaid, renewable energy, green sectors
and shipping service infrastruc- The loan series is also expectedto  tivestoprotectthept uchasing power
ture, as well as increase the num-  improve fiscal management through  of families through reduced energy
ber of publie-private partnership reformsthatwillboostrevenues,con-  costs: to create mae jobs through
(PPP) projects. tain expenditures and reduce fiscal promoting investmeat, improving
It will also support reforms to  risks from the. -agriculture sector, infrastructure; and achieving energy
protect the environment and im- “The reforms supported by this  security;tocreategreen jobsthrough
prove climate resilience through  DPL series are well aligned with the  pursuing a green anc blue economy;
plastic waste reduction, recovery  forthcoming 2023-2028 Philippine  andfoensuresoundraacroeconomic
and recycling, and the increased  Development Plan and AmBisyon  fundamentals” the World Bank said.
use of green public procurement. Natm 2040, in partlcular the Dbje{:- ] Loan, S1/6

4] ' ! “'E " -k
. II! "u‘: i’ INES fod
loan from the World

P
T&mﬁ:lenﬁnmmnm% for the
de ‘thédepnrunents of
9 : ¥
i-Red Tapemithontg,
1 of In-

loans tygiL
; i ﬁegg@g /institutional

changes needed to create an environ-
ment conducive to sustained and eq-
uitable growth as defined by borrower
countries’ own development agenda,
according to the World Bank.

As of 2021, the World Bank was the
country’s third-largest source of of-
ficial development assistance (0ODA),
with loans and grants representing
24% of the total, based on a report from
the NEDA.

The World Bank is currently sup-
porting 25 ongoing programs and
eight grants worth $7.66 billion as
of 20:21. Out of the 92 new ()DA last
year, +4% were from the World Bank,
or $2.9 billion for seven loans and two
grants.

The National Government's (NG) |
debt ballooned in 2020 and 2021 as the
goverament ramped up bor uwings
to fund its corenavirus response and
- stimulus measures.

- Asof'end-October, the NG debthita
e remrd high 0{.‘1’13 64 trillion, of which
69% were from domestic sources,

‘Outstanding debt as a share uf GDP
rose to 63.7% as of the third quarter,
the highestin17 years. This is ahovethe
60% tkreshold considered manageable
by multilateral lenders for developing
econoniies.

The government is aiming to bring
down the debt-to-GDP ratio 1 61.8%
by yearend and 52.5% by 2028, —

Keisha B, Ta-asan
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Biodiversity (g

Asean launches 3rd blodwerSIty report at COP15

ONTREAL, Eanada—The Asean

M launched the third edition of its biodi-

versity report, the Asean Biodiversity

Qutlook (AB0O3) at the margl nsofthe UN 2022
ference

For two Weeks, eavironment rﬁlmslﬁ:s

international organizations, and representa-

the post 2020 Global Blodwersiity Frame—
work (GBF).

oo “At least 50 percent of the AMS have

.,
% O

tives from various sectors gatherat the second

part of the 15th Meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD-COP15) to finalize the newest
set of global biodiversity targets.

The ABO3 launch was part of the “Asean
Strides Toward the Achievement of the
Post-2020Global Biodiversity Framework,”
a (BD-COP15 side-event organized by the
Asean Secretariat, the Asean Centre for Bio-

diversity, the European Union, the Federal

Government of Germany through GIZ and
KfW, and Pew Charitable Trusts, said ACB

in a news release.

Inline with the COP15theme,"Eca ugi-
cal (iwllzatlonf]!mldmg a Shared Future
for All Life on Earth,” the repert Iaunchiag

.engaged key policymakers from Asean
member states (AMS) to highlight the

progress in achieving biodiversity goals in

“the Asean region, including the challenges

and innovative solutions to contribute to

ind:cated on track’ progress in achieving the
oﬁhe%@iﬁaodwemw rgets, saud

'-l.‘lm ﬁe
in Aichi Prefecture, Japan, in 2010.

She presented how the Asean region has
fared in the achievement of the previous set
‘of global biodwersny goals.

She added that one AMS even exceeded
meeting Aichi Target 1 for increasing aware-
ness on biodiversity, and another AMS in
increasing the coverage of protected areas,
or Target 11, ACB said. l

Deputy Secretary-General Ekkaphab
Phanthavong, ‘of the Asean far Socio-
Cultural Community of the Asedn Secre-
tariat, lauded the AMS for its conservation
efforts at the national and regmnal levels,
as reflected in ABO3.

He likewise hlghlighted the need for a

_multi~ ~stakeholder, participatory approach to
achieve global biodiversity targets, and the
needtoimplementnature- hasedsolutmnsto
environmental challenges such as biodiversity
loss and climate change, ACB said. |

" In preparation for the impending post-
2020 GBF key recommendations from nvalor

i targets for 2010-2021 were set I

from the Office of Natural Resources

the 30x30initiative,

by 2030.

-laseanbiodiveysity.org.

regional biodiversity conferences were

- presented by Dr. Khairul Naim bin Adham of

and Natural Resources
S id of

The Philippines'Environment Undersecre-
tary Ernesto Adobo Ju. of the Philippines; Dr.
Lena Chan of National Parks Board of Singa-
pore; and [ir Benchamaporn Wattanaton ochai
and
Environmental Policyand Planning, Thailand,
sharedthe r respective national priorities and -
strategies § promoting a more resilient and
sustainable future.

Masha Kalinina of \Pew Charitable Trusts
shared about the Blu¢ Nature Alliance and
ich aims to conserve
30 percent of terrestrial and madne habitat

Clarissa Arida of the ACB prov ided a brief
summary of the AB03.
The detailed report of the Asean on How

it contributec to the Strategic Plan for Biodi-

versity 2011-2020is nted in the ABO3,.
which will be made avajlable through wivw.

The publication’s highlightsare presen ed
in avideo praduced by the ACB.
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Leyte seaweed farmers bear
brunt of climate-change impact

cuttings of the brownish seaweeds
were piling up. But 31 years old Marifel
Gabison is undaunted as she picks them one
ata time to tie them to a fiber rope of about
two-meter long while she chats with five
other women, who are doing the same task.

Herhandsare quick, the twigsare perfectly
tied even without looking at them-—a skill
that she developed from over three years of
doing the job. She receives P6 for euery line
of 100 cuttings which she getsin cash at the
end of the day.

The cuttings are the seedlmgsthakwﬂ! be
planted back to the sea in the vast expanse of
the town’s seaweed farm.

“Earnings are not always the same Today
| will receive more than P200 for what | have
completed,” she said as she took a peek into
aroom at her back where herfour- moﬁth old
baby is peacefully sleeping.

Gabison said there is big demand for

D AWAHON ISLAND, Bato, Leyte—The

new seedlings to replenish those that were -

destroyed by Typhoon Paeng (international
code Nalgae) from October 28t 31, just three
days before the interview.

* Dawahonlsland, whichstraddles between

Leyte and Bohol, is the biggest seaweed
producer in Eastern Visayas and accounts for
9[1per;ent of the region’s seaweed production.

 Before Typhoon Odette H&étioyed their
marine farmsin December 2021, this expanse
inCamotes Seawas one of the biggestsources
of seaweeds in the country.

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (BFAR) Regional Ofﬁ{e 8 isaid

. Paeng damaged an estimated P16-million

worth of crops and properties on the island,
the second worst disaster since Odette, when
total damages reached P200 million.

“We haven't even fully recovered from
Typhoon Odette, then we have Paeng,’
lamented Benjamin Tario, the president of
the 342-strong Dawahon Seaweeds Farmers
Association. ' .

“Typhoons are getting more destructive

now,"hesaid. “During Udettealluurseaweed

farms were washed out and houses were

blown away. We were able toreplant afterfive
months by gathering those that were washed-

tothedeeper part ofthe sea as ourseedlings.”

Even then, Tano said the seaweed
seedlings that he gathered could cover a
small portion of his 20-hectare seaweed farm.

|
-
1
|
|
|

He also lost Ris boat that he used to

access'1is seawead farm, which was about
half-kil ameteraway from the island
Faits respanse to Odette, EFAR-8

distributed 93 fibetglass boats vith 2ngines
and coniplete accessories worth P4.6 million
and P500,000 worth of propagules

Vicenta: Projimp, BFAR-S region 3l eivic
coordinator, saidoneboatiwill beshar=1 1y three
seaweed farmers, w |\e each farmeris provided
with 10¢ kilograms of seaweed propagules.

To latte & tota) of 220 hectares out of
the 1,300 Hectares of potential area for
farming Have been| planted anc re; lanted
with seaweed propdgules by its $78 camest

fisherfol s, some of fhem have started selling -
theirseaweeds tocopsolidators and buyersin
Layte and Cebu. , - :

Rue  Inoc, a barangay councilor and

spokesmanoftheasspciation, said fie ¢ leves
that the Increasing frequency of destrictive
typhoons, as welllas the emergerice of
seaweed diseases, sch as “ice-ice," 15 due to
global wirming.

“We had strong typhoons before but they
werenot ¢ s destructiieand more often as they
are now,"Inocsaid."We alsodidn't have these
seaweed diseases in the past.”

He added that fhe changing climate

 pattern hes also redu edtmﬁmofnmes

where they could: ekperience a bountiful
harvest. £/lmer Recuetdo
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Ifugao Rice Terraces land
on another ‘protection’ list

By Ronnel W. Domingo
@RonWDomingoINQ i

Communities that depend on the Ifugao Rice
Terraces for their livelihood will receive support
from Canada-based Manulife Financial Corp. and
National Geographic (NatGeo) Society, which
have included the famous Cordillera landmark in
a list of 10 heritage sites that must be protected
from the impact of climate change.

Eight others on the list, drawn up under the

Preservmg Legacies: A Future for Our Past”
mmatlve are also on the World Herltage List

IﬂlﬁA[IHIBE TEHHAGES LAND ON ANGTHER PROTECTION UST

of the Unit_ed ‘Nations Educa-

tional, Scientific and Cultural

Organization (Unesco).

These are Petra (Jordan);
Angkor Archeological Park
(Cambodia); Historical Mosque
City of Bagerhat (Bangladesh);
Nan Madol (ruins in Microne-
sia); Levuka (port town in Fiji);
Koutammakou, the Land of the
Batammariba (Togo and Be-
nin); Sceilg Mhichil Island (Ire-
land); and the Port, Fortress
and Group of Monuments at
Cartagena (Colombia).

'The 1oth entry is the Bor-
der Field natural beach and
coastal habitat which straddles
the border between the United
States and Mexico.

- Local threats, responses
In a joint statement, Man-
'ulife and NatGeo said the proj-
ect could help safeguard these
historic and culturally signif-
icant sites from the impact.of
climate change and protect the
physical and financial well-be-
ing of the communities that
-rely on them for livelihood.
Under the project, it is
hoped that the communities can
better visualize climate threats
on alocal scale and be trained in
scientific mitigation efforts.

- The initiative is led by Na-
tional Geographic explorer
Victoria Herrmann and is con-
nected to Manulife’s Impact
Agenda, which was launched
in the Philippines earlier this
year with Gawad Kalinga,
Corazon Sanchez Atayde Me-
morial Foundation and Hari-
bon Foundation as partners.

“[Olur ambitious approach

STILL MAKING WONDERS
The world-famous Cordille-
ra landscape keeps getting
international attention amid
increasing climate threats.
—EV ESPIRITU .

to addressing this critical issue
will not only lead to tangible
protection of cultural heri-

tage sites; it will be the game

changers needed to increase

~access to heritage adaptation

and transform conservation as
a field to meet the challenges
of a climate-changed world,”
Herrmann said.

Rahul Hora, Manulife Phil-
ippines president and chief
executive, said the company
wants to contribute to efforts
in mitigating climate change
risks to people’s lives and live-
lihood.

... Through mentoring pro-
grams and education materials,
the project hopes to teach com-
munities how to turn scientif-

ic knowledge into actionable
management plans for the pro-

tection of the heritage sites.
Using local weather data,

for example, climate models

‘can be developed to assess how

‘nuch flooding, heat, sea level

rise and changing seasonality
could threaten the communi-
ties in different scenarios. This

' posal that cropped up during

would enable their leader;; or
site. managers to know what

climate impacts tc anticipate

,and plan for.

|

‘Unparalleled heauty' '-

The Ifugao Fice Tertac-
es have five teriice-clusters
within the province that were
included in the Werld Herlt:age
List in 1995.

Unesco described the ter-
races in Batad and Bangaan in
Banaue, Hungduari, Kian'ga_n
and in Mayoyao as “a living
cultural landscape of uuparal—
leled beauty.”

Built more than 2,000 yeearq
ago and preserved through
generations, the terraces, U
esco said, can be ionsidered
an example of how' an ancient
civilization can survive the
various challenges c¢f modern—
ization. |

Marijuana plantation?

In 2001, the terraces also
landed on the World Heritage
Committee’s list of endan-
gered heritage sites. They were
removed from the list in 2012
after the government gave as-
surances that the threatened
sections would be repaired. |

Earlier this month, Ifugao
Gov. Jerry Dalipog said aban-
doned and worn-down terrac-
es may he suitable for gro
medical marijuana should can-
nabis cultivation b le'gafizéd
in the country.

Dalipog was then react
to the idea of using tiie terra:
es for growing “weed,” a pri:—

a Senate hearing on # medical
marijuana bill. —wiTH A rRePoRT
FROM INQUIRER RESEARC K INQ |
SOURCES: INQUIRER ARCHIV
UNESCD ORG !T
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"~ 15TH CONFERENCE OF PARTIES, CONVENTION O/
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

‘Preserve the
enwronment,

reserve life’

By JoNATHAN L. MAYUGA

{ HE preservation of the envi-

I ronmentis the preservation

of life,” declared Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

The declaration embodied the
Philippine Country Statement deliv-
ered by Environment Secretary Maria
AntoniaYulo-Loyzaga, thehead of the
Philippine delegation to the recently
concluded 15th Conference of Parties
(COP15) of the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity (CBD) in Montreal,
Canada, sharing the country's com-
mitment and call to action during the
high-level segment with the theme:
Ecological Civilization—Building a
Shared Future for All Life on Earth”
on December 17,

“The Philippines envisions a future
where biodiversity is restored and
maintained to sustain healthy, resil-
ient Filipino communities while de-
livering benefits toall. The post-2020

Global Biodiversity Framework [GBF]

mustensureclearlinkages tonational
policy mechanisms and implementa-
tion that recognize the intersections
between climate change, biodiversity
and sustainable development,” Yulo-

Loyzaga said. e

New deal, new hope

THIS was declarec as COP15 ended
on a high note, with “historic deal,’
as described by the Associated Press
with nations promising to protect 30
percentoftheplanetandhelp prevent
species extinction on Monday.

The new deal to protect 30 per-
cent of the planet b7 the end of 2030,
known as30by 30, is considered a ray
of hopeforplantsand animals, aswell
ashuman species, thatare threatened
withextinction on accountof the mas-
siveenvironmental clegradation expe-
rienced globallyover the past decades.

Canada’s environment minister
Steven Guilbeault, wvho was hosting
the conference, coripared the deal
to the UN’s landmuark Paris agree-
ment, in which countries committed
to keep global temp:rature increase
below 2 degrees Celsius and ideally
closer to 1.5C.

“Itis trulyamoment that will mark
history as Paris did for climate,” Guil-
beault said to reporters on Monday,
Bloomberg News saic.

Currently, 17 percent of terrestrial
and 10 percent of marine areas are
protected, the AP said,

Hits and misses

AT the same time, international en-
vironmental group Greenpeace wel-
comes what it descripss as explicit
recognition of Indigenous people’s
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rights, roles, territories and knowl-
edge as the most efféctive biodiver-
sity protection that has come out of
the UN biodiversity talks.

In a statement, An Lambrechts,
head of the Greenpeace delegati{z}‘n at
COP15, said: “Indigenous peoples are
the most capable and knowledgeable
guardians of nature. There is so much
potential for biodiversity protection
if Indigenous peoples are in leader-
ship roles. Rights-based protections
are the future of conservation. Direct
finance for Indlgenous peoples isa
‘critical next step.”

However, she said taken altogeth-
er, COP15 failed to deliver the ambi-
tion, tools, or finance necessary to
stop mass extinction.

“The 30 by 30 target, to protectat
least 30 percent of land and of sea by
2030, has suc‘cessfﬁlly madeitin. But
itisstripped-down, withoutessential
qualifiers that exclude damaging ac-
tivities from protected areas. As is,

it is just an empty = Qlﬁmbet with pro-
tections on paper but fowhere else,”

Lambrechts explained.

Biodiversity finance not enough
“£20 billion a year untll 2025, and
then $30 billion a year until 2030,
is a start, but it's not enough. With
a $700 billion biodiversity funding
gap, it’s unclear where the rest of the
money will come from. Fmance isnot
only a question of how much, but how
fast. Setting up a fund in 2023 should
get funding to developing countrles
faster,” she added.

“Corporate schemes like "n"atu;re-
based solutions and offsetsleechedon
tothe UNbiodiversity talksfromstart
tofinish. Thesearefalse solutions that
may prove to be costly mistakes. The
scandals and greenwashingyouseein
carbon offsetting today are whgt son
the ‘menu for bi,odwermty td‘morrow
she pointed out.

- Action and commitment -
IN the Phlhpplllﬂs the country’s chief
steward of the environmentand natu-
ral resources is optimistic.

On conservation, Yulo-Loyzaga
boasted that the Philippines planted
and maintained over a million hect-
ares of degraded forestlands while
1dent1fy1ng more petentxal protected
areas, brmgmg the country cléser to
its development g0 alsandthe 30by 30
target. It calls for BDpercent ofearth’ s
land and sea to be conserved through
the establishment of protected areas
and other area-based conservation
measures. 4 ;

“These areas include scientifi-
cally determined ecologically or bio-

logically significant marine areas.

“We regard these efforts as a source

of na__tli_re—hased soll_.ltions to mitigate
and ‘ad'apt to the impact8 of climate
change,” she said. ! :
Meanwhlle the r_()untry < Environ-
‘ment chief said that on sustainable
use, ecotourism jobs have more than
doubledin the last five years promot-
ing practices, products and services

~ that enhance bw.d;ver__sf:ty. :

‘Mainstreaming biodiversity
ACCORDING toYulo-Loyzaga, regula-

'tlons for Mains treaming Biodiversity-

Friendly Agrlcultural Practices and

Nationally Important Agncultural

Heritage Systems havelikewisebeen
implemented. ' :

“Our high endemism and rate of
species discoyery, drive our will to
sl‘_;;éﬁ\_‘gthen? the Nagoya Protocol’s

“implementation to complement -

practlcal bilateral and multilateral
benefit- sharmg mechanisms for the
ut1hzatlon ofgenetlc resources, asso-

“ciated traditional knowledgeand Digi-

tal Sequence Infarmatwn, she said.

However, sheadmitted that despite
these efforts, muchremainstobe done
across all the land and seascapes to
ensure the balance between advanc-
ing human development and protect-
mg'bmdwermty

Biodiversity ﬁnancmg gap
ON means and tools of implemen-
tation; Yulo- Loyzaga said the most
_recent estlmates show a more three-
fold increase in public expenditure
forbiodive rsity, with agmﬁlodeerSIty
_expendttures incre; s_mg 9-fold.
Hawever tﬁese estimateslikewise
mdlcate at least a P14 bllllon annual

gl

...

biodiversity funding gap exists, par-
ticularly for protection and restora-
tion,” she added.

" “We expect this gap to femain
deeply significant, if not larger than’
previously determined,” she added.

"We intend to achieve our highest
goals while respecting the rights of
Indigenous Peoples and local com-

muities, women and youth, and the
human right to a clean, hezlthy and
sustzinable environment. Develop-

mer t is not sustainable if the vulner-
able are left behind,” she added,

Call for support

YULO LOYZAGAsald ‘Ourpr esldent
[Ma'cos Jr.] has said that ‘the pres-
ervation of the environment is the
preszrvation of life.”

“Mindful of our common but dif-
ferentiated responsibilities, we join
the call for the fulfillment of com-
mitments, specifically for the estab-

_lishment of a globalbiodiversity fund

that will mobilize resources for biodi-

“versity,” she said.

“We are grateful for the support

‘of ourAseanneighbors, including the

Asean Center for Biodiversitv [ACBI,
and other bilateral, regional, and
globalpartnersforcapacmvh iilding,
scienific cooperationand tec! .nology :
transfer,” she said.

The support from partners, she
said, enable ecosystern risk assess-
ment; creation of ageospatial database
of bicdiversity resources; establish-
ment of thenatural cap_ltal accounting

~ systern; quantifying loss and damage

frorﬂ ‘:limaﬁe’i;hange; and measures
and sifeguards to ensure equitable
benefn sharmg from rrad.uonal
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Asean Green Initiative and the Asean
Heritage Parks Programme,” Lim said.
She announced that in pursuit of
mainstreaming biodiversity in tour-
ism, the ACB ‘will be supporting the
International Ecotourism Travel Mart
from March to April 2023 in the Phil-
ippines, “as an effort to promote sus-
tainable and naturepositive tourism.”
- “With the Asean's call for a realis-
i yet' ambitious and transformative
© post-2020 Global Biodiversity Frame-
work, the ACBwelco mespartne rships
Across sectors, as it continues toassist
and support Asean member states in
making considerable strides toward
~ the 2050 vision of living in harmony
: ~with nature,” she said.

Catastrophic consequences

A WEEK before the final adoption of
the new biodiversity deal, the envi-
ronmental and legal rights groups in
the Philippines were fretting.

The Legal Rights and Natural Re-
sources Center (LRC)warned thatany
erasure of Indigenous people’s rights
androles from the CBD COP15's Global
Biodiversity Agreement willhave cata-
strophic consequences for 75 percent
of the Phlllppmes 5 rema.mmg forest
landscapes in their. territories.

INDIGENOI.IS peuples Ieaders
lead the march for Biodiversity
and Human Rights during the.
COP15 of the Convention on
Biological Diversityin Montrael,
Canada, on December 10. At

the forefront of the demands

Il[ﬂ ||l ! a‘

ights, including that of
mplesandremgng

""""""’"f y loss. GRecvpeace pugry

knowledge and genetic resources,
Yulo- Loyzqga sald :

Shapmg post-2020 GBF
THE ACB; meanwhile, underscores
the important role of sub-regional
and regional organizations uh shap-
ingthe post-2020 Global Biodiversity
{ Framework andinitsimplementation.
i “Sub regmnal -orgamzatlcns_, es-

ped

highly diverse regtonal grovps, are
in a unique position ‘to con tribute
significantly in facilitating effective
-and concréete measures tomeet global
biodiversity targets,» ACB Executive
Director Theresa Mundita S. Lim told
the BUSINESSMIRROR via Messenger
on December 19:

“This is by supporting the efforts
of similarly situated memberstatesin
accordance with their natlonalprwn—
ties, circumstances and capabilities,
and maximizing available resources
to do so,” Lim added.

Nurturing partnerships
MEANWHILE, Lim said nurturing
pa,ftnerships has been enabling the
ACB to enhance the region’s whole-of-
communityapproachtomainstream-
ing biodiversity through inclusive,
cross-sectoral processes.
“Theseinclude building onthe bio-
diversity and climate change nexus
through the promotion of nature-
based solutions and ecosystem=based
approaches; addressing the interlink-
ages between hedlth and biodiversity
inlinewith the Asean Comptehensive
‘Retovery Framework; and strength-
ening ecological connectivity, res-

. toration, and resilience through the

“lnturn, adverse impacts will cas-
“cade acressits interconnected natural
systams, such as ourwatersheds, seas
and :limate. Worldleadersiand corpo-
rate lobbyists at Montreal are refus-
ing o heed to the urgent clamor for
biodiversity protection and recogniz-
ing indigenous people’s role in safe-
guarding forests,” Joolia Demigille,
Community Servicescoordinatortold
the BUSINBSSMIRROR via Mzssenger
on [lecember 13.

The CBD COP15must not take two
steps backward from these scientific
prorcuncements. Asiti iz rndlgenous
peorples are already experieﬁcmg the
consequences of collapsing biodiver-
sity zorridors,” Demigillo sa d.

“In our 2022 State of [ncigenous
Peoples Address Report, wesaw howat
least 49 percent of ancestral domains
arein conflict with mines, tree planta-
tions, fossil fuels and other environ-
mentally critical projects,” she said.

According to LRC, as the agree- '
meni: returns to the home countries
of the CBD COP15 parties, countries
must have clear and concrere plans
to protect and enhance biodiversity.

Thisis especially true for a country
like the Philippines, which continues
to have policies that enable biodiver-

sity destruction by large-scale mines,

plantations, dams and other envi-

ronmentally destructiﬂ%écts en-
croachingintoindigenous territories,
the center said.
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~ BBM’s Iplan to legalize

" smal

By DELON PORCALLA

A lawmaker-ally of President Marcos
in the House of Representatives has ex-
pressed lﬁs.-ﬁ.rll-s‘ugpon behind the gov-
ernment’s plan to legalize the (Aperauons
of the predominantly unlicensed activities
of danger-prone small-scale miners.

- Rep. LRay Villafuerte of Camarines Sur
said the instruction to the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources led
by Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga
to study the matter is a step in the right
direction, where miners can also get more

‘”Iﬁeafepnaﬁza E tion of more small-scale
vitie :

S a8 S0

t lent
Marcos, wou }dletﬂi'ét)%:hyd‘i'_“mm'" s

and Geosciences Bureau effectively track
the extractive activities of these -scale

miners and promote their safety,” he said. ' -
e govern-

This is important because
ment can in fact even prvx fina
incentives for their operations,” with the
i A _lesah.zéns the preponder-
antly unsupervised and-
eﬁt‘b}l"ese small miners w
ing the environment.” = = ;

~ Villafuerte said this would “prom
for these now largely unsupervised type
of extractive activities, generate high
revenue from the mining sector, and (at
the same time) do a better job of protect-
in%;he environment.” icte

"He i
Co

s open to Marcos’ proposal for
ngress to amend the 31-year-old “Peo-
le’s Small-Scale Mining Act of 1991”
?Rgpubli; Act 7065), by “incentivizin
small-scale mining and extending soc
assistance, labor protection and govern-
ment assistance programs to miners.”

de “financial
s,

§

|

rilous activities
M -protect-
their d “promote
safety, provide financial incentives

orin

scale miners’
‘operations backed

“Limiting small-scale miners to do their
extraction activities only in Min_ahang
Bayan areas will enable the government
to effectively monitor if these miners are
abiding by the law that bans their use of
mercury, which is believed to cause nispira-
tory and kidney diseases or even death for
ﬁple..foﬂowirg their high sures to

is neurotoxin,” Villafuerte sai
- Executive Order 79, issued by former
president Aquino in 2012, prohibits small-
scale miners from using mercury in their
extraction. People’s Small-scale Mining
Program (RA 7076), however, allows them
only in government-declared Minahang
Bayan areas. s

he 1991 (People’s Small-Scale Min-

ing Act of 1991) law defines small-scale
ing as activities that “rely heavily on:

manual labor using simple methods and
do not use explosives or heavy mining

-equipment.” =~ _ :
_ The People’s Small-Scale M.tmnﬁ Ar-
eas or Minahang Bayan areas are places

where small-scale miners are liﬁ: ly al-
lowed to extract gold, silver and chiomite.

“The legalization of small-scale min-
ing is definitely a lot better in tnoni-
toring the operations of these miners,

because it is far more difficult fcr the

DENR and MGB to track the activities
of small-scale miners if they continue
operating outside Minahang B3ayan
areas,” Villafuerte said. =

Small-scale miners are defined by law
as Filipino citizens who, “individuall
e company of other Filipiro citi-
zens; voluntarily form a cooperative duly
licensed by the DENR to engage, under
the terms and conditions of a contract, in
the extraction or removal of minerals or
ore-bearing materials from the ground.”
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Villafuerte backs
legalization of

‘small scale

mining ops
: LAWMAKER on Thursday
perations of small-scale |
miners would help promote their
safety, provide financial incentives,
generate higher revenue for the |
sector and protect the environment.
Camarines Sur Rep. Luis
Raymund Villafuerte made the
statement in support of President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s recent
order for the Department of |
Environment and Natural |
Resources (DENR) to strengthen
its regulatory powers on small-
scale mining so the government.
can provide miners with social
protection plus skills training |
and even financial incentives for
their operations. PNA
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Finance chiefs pushing for global green recovery

&nﬁsse Plastic Bags Tax Act. The
] tohelpregulate the consump-
: henofSUPsaswt‘ﬁfﬂwcountrv’q
efforts to red ace phﬁﬂ .
Fmance is

} Fmanci: Srec, B am.m Diokno amountto$120billion t0$1 Obillion.
o finance min- :
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Bataan coal plant turns over
3-year reforestation program

MARIVELES, Bataan: A coal-fired
power plant here announced
Thursday that it has turned
over its three-year reforestation
program to the Department

of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR).

After three years of site
maintenance and reforestation,
GNPower Dinginin Ltd. Co. (GNPD)
said it officially turned over the
program to the representative‘s
from DENR, Miguela Ramirez and
Romelo Cuaresma. ;

Arcel Madrid, GNPD associate
vice president for community
relations, said the reforestation
program in 3.5 hectares of land
along the 6.5-kilometer Bypass
Road in Mariveles has 389 banaba
trees.

“The GNPD will continue to
work with empowering progress
to achieve sustainable forest
management, based on science
and principles of good forest
governance. Let us protect a forest
one at a time because protecting
our forest is protecting our lives,”
he said. '

Madrid said that through the
initiative of the company and the
goal to sustain the Environmental
Compliance Certificate, the GNPD
supports and acts in response to
various DENR programs.

“Ultimately, the GNPD aims
to reduce the effects of the
company’s business operations on
the community, health, welfarz
and environment through this
kind of program,” Madrid added.

CJ Pascua, GNPD stakeholder
and public relations associate,
said the initial reforestation

~ activities have already been

conducted on the site since June
19,2018. |

On Dec. 10, 2019, the
memorandum of agreement (MoA)
for the adoption of an expanded
National Greening Program
plantation between DENR and
GNPD was signed, with a cover
period of three years.

“Through this MoA, the
reforestation [efforts] in
conducting tree planting,
maintenance, and protection
activities are expanded,” Pascua
said.

Both DENR and GNPD said
they look forward to a good
partnership in having the same
campaign to empower and protect
the environment.

The coal-fired power plants
of GNPD and its sister company,

Mariveles GNPower Energy Center

Ltd. Co., are located in Barangay
Alas-asin, Mariveles.
ERNIE ESCONDE

DATE
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THE DEPARTMENT of National
Defense has ordered the military
to strengthen its presence in the
West Philippine Sea, the terri-
tory the dountry claims within
the South|China Sea, following
reports 0&1 increasad Chinese

activity in the area.
“Any encroachmment in the

West Philippine Sea or reclama-.

tion on the features therein is a
threat to the security of Pag-asa
Island, which is part of Philippine
sovereign ferritory,” it said in a
statement 411 Thursday.

Pag-asa 1sland is also referred
to as Thitu Island.

“It also endangers the marine
environment, and undermines
the stability of the region,” the
Defense department added.

It also called on China to up-_

hold prevailing rules-based inter-
national order and refrain from
acts that will increase tensions in
thed

Beijing, meanwhile, said its
relationshipwith Manila remains
smooth and reiterated its denial
of a report Lk:at it has been con-
ducting reclamation activities
in unoccupijed features of the
resource-rich Spratlys Island,
parts of which are clairned by the
Philippines gnd calls it the Kalay-
aan Island Group.

Waters; e rvlving C

“The Bloomberg re-

port is completely untrue,” Chi- -

nese Foreign Ministry Spokesper-
son Mao Ning said, according to a
transcript released by the Chinese
government late Wednesday.
“Refraining from action
on the presently uninhabited
islands and reefs of the Nan-
sha Islands is a serious com-
mon understanding reached by
China and ASEAN countries in

the Declaration on the Conduct

of Parties in the South China Sea
(DoC), and China always strictly
abides by it,” she added.

The 2002 DoC, where both the
Philippines and China are sig-
natories, provides that “no new
structures shall be constructed in
an uninhabited feature of South
China Sea.”

The South China Sea, a key
global shipping route, is subject
to overlapping terntorial claims

the Ph.lhppmes, Taiwan and Viet-
nam. Each year, trillions of dol-
lars of trade flow through the sea,
which is also rich in fish and gas.
“The growth of China-Philip-
pines relations currently enjoys
sound momentum, and the two
sides will continue to properly han-
dle maritime issues through friendly
consultations,” Ms. Mao said.

VERIFY
In a report published Tuesday,
Bloomberg News cited warnings
from Western officials on Beijing’s
latest construction activity, which
they said indicated an attempt to
advance a new status quo.

The report included graph-
ics such as a map and images on

_changes in land features, men-

tioning Whitsun Reef, locally
known as Julian Felipe Reef, and
Sandy Cay, locally known as Pag-
asa Cay, “where previously sub-
merged features now sit perma-
nently above the high-tide line.”

“The Bloomberg report cre-
ated a stir but lacked definitive
and time sensitive details,” Lucio
Blanco Pitlo I11, a research fellow
at the Asia-Pacific Pathways to
Progress Foundation, told Busi-
nessWorld in a Viber message.

“It cited expansion of occupied
features in the past decade, a long

i, Malaysia, ~stretch that dates back prior to the

2016 arbitration award,” he said.
“Instead of merely referencing such
report, it will be better to investi-
gate and verify facts on the ground
before taking appropriate action.”
The Philippine Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) on
Wednesday asked relevant agen-’
cies, including the Department of
Defense, to verify the report.

WESTERN CGMHANMFP

ense dep’t orders tlghter
litary watch in West PHL Sea

DFA expressed “serious con-
cerns,” saying the reported ac-
tivities go against the Declaration

‘of Conduct on the South China
Sea, as well as the 2016 Arbitral
Award.

The Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration based in the Hague upheld
the Philippines’ rights to its ex-
clusive economic zone within the
disputed waterway.

China has repeatedly rejected
the 2016 arbitral ruling, which
voided its claim to more than 80%
of the South China Seabased ona
1940s nine-dash line map.

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos, Jr. is scheduled
to visit Beijing in January.

“China’s occupation of new
features in the Spratlys, especially
post the 2016 arbitral award, will
undermine efforts to foster cordial
PH-CN ties, diminishing mutual*
trust and confidence and raising

Manila’s threat perception of its
big neighbor. Hence, sygh charge
is taken seriously,” Mr. Pitlo said.

“West Philippine Sea remains
a challenge to bilateral ties and
needs to be handled deftly. Fur-
ther reclamation only raises the
bar, making it more difficult for
rival disputants to manage the re-
gional hotspot,” he said. — Alyssa
Nicole 0. Tan
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FUTURE’S
HOPE

Sea turtle hatchlings make their
way to the sea in Barangay Labac
in Naic town, Cavite on Tuesday,
Dec. 20, 2022. Caretaker volunteers
are hoping the over 100 hatchlings
would survive the rough seas and
poaching incidents. PHOTO BY

- DENNIS ABRINA
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Who's ready to ﬁght plastzc pollwtzon?

unich/Ottawa—In late November,
the Intergovernmental Negotiating
‘Committee on Plastic Pollution (INC)
¥ B met for the first time. The INC was
established by the United Nations Envi-
ronment Assembly with a well-defined
mission: to create the first ever legally
binding global agreement on plastic pollu-
tion. The fact that delegates and observers
finally met to have this discussion is wel-
come. But the meeting results are just the
beginning of addressing the scale or scope
of the problem.

Plastic pollution threatens people’s
health and endangers the environment.
‘And plastic causes harm throughout its
entire lifecycle, beginning with resource
extraction and continuing after disposal.

But the problem is not just plastic it-
self. Plastic contains over 10,000 chemicals,
more than a quarter of which are toxic to
humans and wildlife. In the absence of a
global requirement that companies make
known exactly which chemicals are in
which plastic materials and goods, what we
know about plastic in our lives is dictated
by the whims of individual manufacturers

and national legislatures. As a result, we are |

ignorant of the full extent of the problem.
No one—from workers facing occupational
hazards to parents trying to make healthy
choices for their children—has all the in-
formation they could and should have.
Plastic does not affect everyone equal-
ly. Vulnerable groups like low-income
families, indigenous communities, and
people of color are especially at risk. For
example, the vulnerable and disadvan-
taged are more likely to live or work near
petrochemical manufacturing facilities
and refineries, exposing them to air, water,
and soil pollution from the toxic chemicals

' OLGA SPERANSKAYA
AND ALEXANDRA CATERBOW

used to manufacture plastic products.

This inequality exists within and be-
tween countries. Plastic products are often
made in developing countries, transported
to developed countries, and then returned
to developing countries as waste. It is not
only the last stage of plastics’ lifecycle that
creates pollution and endangers communi-
ties; plastic production itself is hazardous.

Consider the textile sector, where
workers create clothes from synthet-
ic fibers made of plastics. The workers
are largely unaware of the toxicity of the
chemicals they are using while they assem-
ble skirts and shirts for people an ocean
away. They do not have all the information
they need to understand the risks they are
facing from doing their jobs. There is an
obvious gendered component to this, too,
given that the textile sector in developing
countries is dominated by women.

But while people are unfairly and un-
evenly affected by plastic pollution, the
reality is that no one is spared. Plastic pol-
lution does not respect borders. Women
everywhere use menstrual products con-
taining plastics with chemicals that pose a
direct risk to their health. Children all over
the world, including in wealthy countries,
play with cheap plastic toys containing un-
known chemicals.

Given the high-stakes challenges fac-
ing the first INC, it is disappointing that
delegates did not even manage to adopt
procedural rules. More substantive nego-

tiations will e delayed until they do.

There were some small successes, The
presence of observers permitted corridor
conversations in which they could help
delegates better understand the link be-
tween plastic, chemicals, and health. This
was reflected in some delegates’ state-
ments, which highlighted the need for
transparency on chemicals in plastics.

That is not nothjng But it is also not
enough.

In May 2023, delegates will have an-
-other chance. Representatives of govern-
ments from: around the world will con-
vene in Paris for the INC’s second meeting.
Their mission will once again be to work
toward a legally binding agreement on
plastic pollution.

Delegates cannot simply reircad the
same ground as in November. Declegates
will need to demonstrate their sovern-
ments' commitment to reducing plastic
production. Together, they will need to'
consider the entire plastic lifecycle and
the dangers that it poses to communities,
people, and the environment.

Perhaps most important, they will
need to remember that the point of these
meetings is to establish a global, legally
binding instrument, not to shrug and sigh
and let countries follow mere voluntary
guidelines, eifectively allowing business
as usual to continue.

In Paris next year, negotiations on plas-
tic pollution need to be both more eficient
and more ambitious. Delegates must act as
though they :re saving the world. If they
get this right, they will be. project syncicate

Olga Sperarskaya and Alexandrz Cater-
bow are coclirectors of Health and Envi-
ronment Justice Support.
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| the LGUs, instead of allowing our people

Bongbong pushes -

DATE

fireworks, not crackers

BY MICHELLE GUILLANG
@tribunephl_mish

President Ferdinand “Bongbong”
Marcos Jr. on Thursday asked

From page 1

s

| -

to have their own firecrackers, just

- make a good fireworks display for your

constituents,” Marcos said in a chance
interview after leading the distribution of
Christmas gifts to poor families in Manila.

The President said setting up.

community fireworks displays will be
effective in reducing firecracker injuries
as Filipinos welcome the New Year.

He also warned Filipinos about
the dangers and health effects of
firecracker use, particularly those
that result from their reckless and
indiscriminate use.
~ “Let’s not set off firecrackers and we
know that sometimes that is dangerous,
especially now. And there are firecrackers
being sold that we don’t know where they

meﬁmnmﬁ&qmmwdlmmumm

he pointed out.
The health department earlier noted

. a downward trend in firecracker-related

injuries in the country, citing figures in
recent years: 122 cases were recorded in
2020, while 128 were reported last year.

h&auwhﬂe, Justin Develos, a 2l-yearold
student, said while it is their family

'traditlon to greet the New Year with a

bang, they’ll just have to settle with
non—pyrotechmc noise makers.
“Right now, it is hard to find ﬁrecraclbrs,
and if we find one, it is very costly. So,
we'd rather spend our money to buy food
for New Year’s Eve,” he told the Daily
Tribune in an interview. . £
“We could use cooking pans or metal
scraps to make noise,” he noted. Life this
year has been tough, he said, so they are
exmted to celebrate Christmas and New
Year as a family.
my siblings already have their own
famlhes and they live far away from us.
So on these holidays, they come to our
home and we celebrate together under
one roof,” he said.
On Wednesday evenmg, Premdent
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.

snrpnsed families visiting Malacafiang:

dmplays at the Kalayaan Grounds.
He made the surprise visit while on his
way to a get-together with officials and

-yrsﬁnne of the R‘adw and Teiewsion

Malacaiiang.

S e e e e

local goyernment units to organize
+ community displays of fireworls to keep
individuals from using firecrackers.
“All we have to do is I will enjoin
Turn io page A2

Marcos arr eamcnearea‘maround
8 p.m. and took p s with the visitors
‘who came from neaﬂ:y cities and as fat
as Cavite and Laguna provinces,

As he walked forward to greet them,
the visitors chanted his name and greeted
him with a “Merry Christmas.”

- Ben Aguilar, a visitor from Muntinlupa
City, said he did not expect to see the
Chief Executive in person.

“] am very happy because the Palace is
open to the public. And it is quite amusing
as the public looks up to a leader who is
within reach,” he told the Office of the
Press Secretary

The opening of Malacanang is part of

the President’s goal to make sure that
Filipino children will have a joyful and
meaningful Christmas. :
"~ From Tuesday evening until 4 a.m.
Wednesday, at least 2,116 individuals
have seen the Christmas displays
and attended the Simbang Gabi
held every 4:30 a.m., in front of the
Mabini Hall.

Those visiting Malacaiiang can enter
the Palace Grounds through Gate 6.
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