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(More climate change
investments nee ed'

~- +-
chief represented President
Ferdinand Marcos Ir. in the
summit.
Yulo-Loyzaga reported the

steps being undertaken by the
Philippine government to ad-
dress biodiversity and climate
change challenges when she
participated in the High-Level
Panel on Financing Deli -ery of
the Global Biodiversity Frame-
work upon the invitation of the
United Kingdom.
She said the Philippines has

begun to align its official devel-
opment assistance (ODA) with
strategic goals such as exten ding
support to the lO-Point Agenda
for Financing Biodiversity and~~------------~~-

BY BELLA CARIASO

ENVIRONMENTSecretary Maria Antonia
Yulo-Loyzaga underscored the need for

, more investments to address biodiversity
.and climate change challenges at .the 1Sth
Conference of Parties to the United Nations
'Convention on Biological Diversity (COPIS) in
Montreal, Canada.
Yulo-Loyzaga highlighted

the need to shore up biodiver-
sity investments to establish
the adaptive management and
capacity of regions and com-
munities.
"More investments in sci-

ence-inforrned mainstreaming
are needed to build adaptive
management at the sub n a-
tional down to the community
level," she said.
The Department of Environ-

ment and Natural Resources

the High Ambition Coalition.
"These aim to address the

complex and interrelated link-
ages between biodiversity, cli-
mate change, and inclusive,
equitable, and resilient devel-
opment," Yulo-Loyzaga said.
In addition to the country's

international environmeI}t~1
commitments, the official said
the Philippine government
has partnered with the One
Planet Initiative to explore
the potential development of
a biodiversity credits market
in the country.
As part of its initiatives, the

Philippines, through the Depart-
ment of Finance (DoF) has built

a Sustainable Finance Ecosystem,
which gained strong support
from the United Kingdom.
"The framework has en-

abled collaboration among
the DoF, .the Securities and
Exchange Commission, the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas,
and ,the private sector in
investing in enterprise risk
management; ESG reporting,
and the issuance of gov-
ernment and private green
bonds, " she added.
Yulo-Loyzaga announced

that the Philippines has started
establishing a national natural
resource geospatial database
and a natural capital account-

DATE

ing system which will aid in the
prioritization of i vestments
and actions.The country has
also i stituted a climate change
tagging system in its national
budge and crafted legislation
on th protection of forests,
wetlands, caves, iangroves,
and re fs.
"We have adopted a whole

of so iety and systemic risk-
based approach where multi-
lateral developmert banks and
the private sector have a key
rolein achieving sustainable
devel pment, nature-based
sol uti ns and climate action,
and the valuation 0 ecosystem
services," Yulo-Loyzaga said.
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Private sector financi g
of biodiversity stresse

By JONATHAN L. MAYUGA

W @jonlmayuga

THE Philippines continues
to advance and explore new
ways to unlock finance for

conservation and climate action
through private sector investment.

This was disclosed by Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR)Secretary Antonia
Y.Loyzaga, underscoringtheimpor-
tance ofprivate-sector collaboration
in measures to protect and restore
biodiversity.

Loyzaga, head of the Philippine
delegation to the 15th Conference
of Parties to the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity,
served as one of the panelists in Con-
servation International's event, "In-
novations for a Nature Positive and
Net Zero Future."

In that event held last December
14, the designated representative of
President Ferdinand Romualdez R.
Marcos Jr. said that traditional pub-
lic sources of funding for biodiver-
sity conservation are not sufficient.
Loyzaga said this is the nexus that
the private sector must be in.

The Philippine delegation is com-
posed of officials from the Philip-
pine Embassyin Ottawa, Permanent
Mission to the UN, Department of
Science and Technology, Depart-
ment of Tourism, Department of
Agriculture, National Commission
on Indigenous Peoples and experts
from civil society.

Loyzaga said the Philippines is
focused on two general ways to en-
courage and enable private sector
investment in addressing the biodi-
versity financing gap: adoption of a
systemic, risk-based and whole-of-
society approach; and the creation
of a sustainable finance ecosystem.

Asystemic, risk-based and whole-
of-society approach underlines that
biodiversity, climate change and sus-
tainable development are inextrica-

bly linked, she said.
According to Loyzaga, more th in

50 percent of global gross domes ti c
product is linked directly to nature,
but public sector funds support over
80 percent of annual spending.

"This challenge must be owned by
all ofus," she said. "Each stakeholder
-the whole of government, private
sector, philanthropies, academ a,
non-government organizations and
communities-needs to contribu te
to our sustained action."

ESGgoals
LOYZAGAsaid the Philippines is
moving to institutionalize environ ..
mental social and governance (ESe;;,
goals and operations nd reporting
through the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC).

Currently, ESG reporting is vol-
untary in the Philippines.

This as the DENRchief bared that
the Philippines is now espousing d:.-
rect targeted engagement to develop
partnerships with the private sector
for ESGgoals and operations.

Loyzaga said debt-for-natur e
agreements are being implemented.
Sheadded that the offset agreements
with Conservation International
and Procter &Gamble Co. (P8{G)are
being finalized to enable the iden-
tification and valuation of natura l
resources and ecosystem services.
This in turn will provide P&G op..
portunities to reach i s net -zero goa..
by 2050.

As for the construction of a sus-
tainable finance ecosystem, Loyzaga
shared that the Department of Fi-
nance (DOF)has already established
a Sustainable Finance Roadmap.

This, she said, strengthened the
synergies between the DOF,the SEC
and the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
in enabling private fin ancial institu-
tions to issue green, development
and social bonds and support proj-
ects that contribute to the just energy
transition.
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Boost blodtversity investment
By Joel dela Torre

DENR see retary
DESIGNATED by President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to repro-
sent the country, Environment
Secretary Antonio Loyzaga
highlighted during a conven-
tion in Montreal, Canada the
need to shore up biodiversity
investments to establish the
adaptive management and
capacity of regions and com-
munities.

"More investments in sci-
ence informed mainstreaming
are needed to build adaptive
management at thesubnation-
al down to the community lev-
el," Loyzaga said at the 1Sth
Conference of Parties to the
United Nations Conven tion on
Biological Diversity (COP1S).

President Marcos Jr. named
Loyzaga as head of the Philip-
pine delegation which is com-
posed of officials from the Phil-
ippine E!nba~~ in qt.t~wa,

Permanent Mission to the UN,
DepartmentofSci.enceandTech-
nology (DOS1), Department of
Tourism (DOT), Department
of Agriculture (DA), National
Commission on Indigenous
Peoples (NCIP), and experts
from civil society.

During the meeting, Loyza-
ga reported the steps being un-
dertaken by the Philippine gov-
ernment to address biodiversi-
ty and climate change challeng-
es when she participated in the
High-Level Panel on Financing
Delivery of the Global Biodiver-
sity Framework upon the invi-
tation of the United Kingdom.

The environment chief also
said that biodiversity finance
will contribute to achieving the
UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) on reducing ine-
quality, poverty, hunger, health,
clean water and energy, decent
work and economic growth,
susta~a~le cities: and respon-

sible consumption and produc-
tion, among others.

This is in addition to the goal
of the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resour.ces to
attain SDGs 14 and IS or life
below water and life on land,
respectively.

She shared that the Philip-
pines has alreadybegun to align ,
its official-development assis-
tance (ODA) with "strategic
goals" such as extending sup-
port to the 10-Point Agenda for
Financing Biodiversity and the
High Ambition Coalition.

. These steps she pointed out,
aim to address the complex
and interrelated linkages be-
tween biodiversity, climate
change, and inclusive, equita-
ble, and resilient development.
In addition to the country's in-
ternational environmental com-
mitrnents, Loyzaga said the
Philippinegovernmenthaspart-
nered with the One Planet Ini-

I ,

tiative to explore the potential
development 0 a biodiversity
credits market fIt the country.
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ASEAN biodiversity upkeep needs global support
THE efforts of the ASEAN Centre for
Biodiversity in fightiflg climate
changehave been recognized by no
less Ithan President Marcos.

In a press statement, Dr. Theresa
Mundita Lim, ACB executive direc-
te, said it was crucial that the Presi-
'dent himself stressed the' 'organiza-
tion's rolestnconserving biodiversity,
particularly in preserving the rich nat-
ural ~~ritage 9~the region through the
ASEAN Heritage Parks.

MarcoscalledonEU membercoun-
tries and the rest of the world to act
together. to fight the effects of climate
change and to ensure sustainable de-
velopmentat the opening ceremony of
the Association of,SOuth~st Asian
Nations-Buropean Union Commem-

"orative Summit in Brussels, Belgium
on December n,

"We are (currently losing huge
chunks of our natural resources at a
rate difficult to repair and impossible
to replenish in our lifetime. The ACB's
workisvitalin preservingandgrowing
,ASEAN's rich natural heritage which
. serves as a main r,illar of our culture-
and oureconomy,' he said in his speech.

Lim said the ACB and EU's long-

standing partnership has supported
the AHP and other nature conserva-
tion initiatives in the region to address
biodiversity loss, improve communi-
ty livelihoods, and increase resilience

.against climate change and future
pandemics" .

"As we recalibrate our gears and
navigate towards these new and real-
istic targets, the ASEAN will need all
the support that we can get from our
national governments and· our inter-
national partners to achieve these goals.
We are indeed grateful for the strong
support from our host country, the
Philippines, in our regional conserva-
.tion efforts," he said.

The ACB's headquarters is located
in Los Banos,Laguna., '

Established in 2005 as ASEAN's
response to the challenge of biodiver-
sity loss, it is an inter-governmental ,
organization that facilitates coopera-
tionand coordination among the 10
member-states and with regional and
international organizations,

The President said that as the coor-
dinator of the ASEAN-EU Dialogue
on GreenTech. and Innovation Map-
ping until 2024, the Philippines would

pursue collaboration and coordina
tion wi~ the EU to meet the aim 0
facilitating green technology transfe
~d co0tftation between the two re
gions.

The Ep-backed Biodiversity Con
servati0q and Management of Pro
tected Areas in the ASEPJ-J Projec
prbvides the AHPs and protected ar
eas with support for capacity devel
opment, monitoring and law-enforce
mentt~nology,andcommunication
edlucatiop/ and public awareness
a;ti\ong others.

Lim said Marcos' call for stronge
ASEAN-~U cooperation is, timely a
biodiversity targets for the.next de
.cades are being agreed upon and final
ized at the ongoing UN Biodiversi~
Conference in Montreal, Canada tl
advance regional goals and prioritie
for the conservation 'and s ustainabl
use of the region'arichnaturalresourc
es, .' ,

IDuring'the 19th ASEAN-Indic
Summit fteld in Phnom Penh, Cambo
dia in November, he also pitched th

. need to curb biodiversity loss to mit
ig te the destructive effects and im
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TII Landmark global biodiversity
agreement: A gift for the planet
and future generations

~

mid the flurry of holiday-related activities,
. COP15 - formally known as the United Na-

tions Biodiversity Conference - concluded
ast Monday, Dec. 19, 2022, in Montreal,

Canada. What came out of the two-week meet was
dubbed as a "landmark biodiversity agreement"
- the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (GBF).

The importance of this agreement couldn't be
more stressed even though observers have noted the
lack of public attention. The COP15, chaired by China
and hosted by Canada, had gathered 188 governments
who have agreed in principle on some steps to help
avert the damage to biodiversity and aid in healing
of the planet.

According to a statement from the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the GBP aims to
"address biodiversity loss, restore ecosystems, and
protect indigenous rights." The plan also includes
"concrete measures" to "halt and reverse nature
loss, including putting 30 percent of the planet and
30 percent of degraded ecosystems under protection
by year 2030." This was dubbed by the media as the
"30 by 30 goal."

"The stakes could not be higher: the planet is
experiencing a dangerous decline in nature as a result
of human activity. It is experiencing its largest loss of
life since the dinosaurs. One million plant and animal
species are now threatened with extinction, many
within decades," said the UN statement.

To be clear and actionable, the GBFconsists of four
overarching global goals to protect nature, including:
halting human-induced extinction of threatened spe-
cies and reducing the rate of extinction of all species
'tenfold by 2050; sustainable use and management
of biodiversity to ensure that nature's contributions
to people are valued, maintained, and enhanced;
fair sharing of the benefits from the utilization of

genetic resources, and digital sequence information
on genetic resources; and that adequate means )f
implementiryg the GBF be accessible to all partie,
particularly least developed countries, and small
island developing states.

"Success will be measured by our rapid and
consistent progress in implementing what we ha re
agreed to. The entire UN system is geared to support
its implementation so we can truly make peace with
nature," said UNEP executive director Inger Andersen.

To ensure accountability and fulfillment of goal ,
the GBF has 23 "targets" to achie 'E! by 2030. Among
the 23 targets that will matter to our country include
"restoration of 30 percent of terrestrial and marine
ecosystems;" "reduce to near zero the loss of areas of
high biodiversity importance;" "halving global food
waste;" among others.

What is important for us to also know is that
during COP15, discussions were ade on how much
money developed countries will send to developing
countries to address biodiversity loss. "It was r
quested that a Global Environment Facility set up a
special trust fund (GBP Fund) to support the imple-
mentation of the GBP, in order to ensure an adequat ,
predictable, and timely flow of fun Is." The approved
text showed that rich countries will provide "at least
US$20 billion per year by 2025 ... (I. td at least US$30
billion per year by 2030," which is approximately
double, and then triple the current international aid
for biodiversity.

This GBF agreement may not be noticed by most
Filipinos, but there IS one thing that everyone of us
should know - the Philippines is one of the world's
top biodiversity hotspots, and we are, sadly, putting
our biodiversity at So much risk. The world is s
ing to do something about this but it wou d not be
complete without our cooperation, empathy, and
understanding.

I
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I Although the economy i~gaining s,t]'en~, i~i~still beset by~e lin-
gering effects of the COVld-19pandemic and Its aftermath, indud-
ing high inflation and a significant amoun of government debt.

We agree with the implied view of th ADB, however, that
climate investment and economic recov ry are not mutually
exclusive, and that climate adaptation a d mitigation initia-
tives, if managed properly, can IDeexce lent economic driv-
ers. Thus, the first recommendation, to ncrease government
spending on climate-related needs, is q ite sensible.

The second recommendation is to,do mon to mobilize the avail-
able international financing. Here the AD8 eerns to be suggesting
that government planners need to propose ore projects that are
a better "fit" for potential funding sources, nd retool others that
may not necessarily have a climate action oal to include more
sustainabiIity benefits. Investors, after all, ill only invest when
they are presented with something to inves in.

The third recommendation recogniz s the traditionally
conservative and slow-to-innovate natu e of the Philippine
banking sector. While the BSP's policy nitiatives are good,
ADB explains, more work is needed in uilding capacity in
banks to integrate them into their busine s. Simply imposing
standards does not ensure they will be et, as we have seen
with lending shortfalls to agriculture an small businesses.

The fourth recommendation, attracting more private invest-
ment, is the one area where the Philipp nes may already be
making great strides. Time will te IIwheth r the recent opening
up of the renewable energy sector will b ar fruit.

Finally, and we believe this may be the m st critical recommen-
dation, ADBstresse the need to mobilize an build the capacity of
local governments. Local communiities are e ones which feel the
effects of climate change most keenly, and are here efforts towards
adaptation and mitigation are most effective, Channeling funds to
their needs is one thing. but building their wareness and know-
how to be able to use resources 010.;1: effectiv Iy is absolutely vital ..
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Funding climate action

needs a broader approach

INa recent commentary, the Asian Development Bank .(AD~)
complimented the Philippines for its focus on addressing di-
mate change, noting that the country has set one of the most

ambitious emissions-reduction targets - 75 percen~ by. 2030
- among Southeast Asian countries. The ADB als~ hlghh~ted
the number' of resources available to help finance climate acuon,
induding funding facilities managed by the bank. other multilat-
eral funds and relatively recent innovations such as green bonds.

However, there is still a significant gap that must be crossed in
order to connect the country's climate action ambitions to the
resources needed to carry them out, and the ADB has made five
recommendations to achieve that. As the ADB is one of the Phil-
ippines' most important development. partners, the government
ought to take the suggestions seriously,

To be fair, there has been a considerable amount of action already
taken toward financing climate-related programs and projects, as
ADB's analysts are careful to point out. Between 2018 and 2020,
donor governments ~nd multilateral institu~ions pro~ded $2.4
billion in climate-related development finanang. Just this year, the
Philippines' first sovereign sustainability bond issuance ra.i~e~$1
billion for funding green projects. The Bangko Sentral ng Plilpm,as
(BSP) has introduced policies to integrate environmental, soaal
and governance issues into banking practice and .enco~rage gr~en
lending. In addition, recent policy changes to liberalize foreign
investment in renewable energy are intended to attract more de-
velopment of sustainable and secure energy sou~ces. . .

While praiseworthy, this is not nearly enough, a?d the implica-
tion is that the Philippines is not giving climate acuon the pnonty
it should, or is at least not prioritizing it in the most effective way.
One reason it is important to improve absorptive capadty in order
to maximize available climate resources is that most of the Philip-
pines' climate goals are. as a matter of policy, dependent on outside
assistance. Almost all of the country's emissions-reduction pledge.
for example. is conditional. According to the terms of the Philip-
pines' commitment formally presented to the UN, the country onl!
guarantees a 2.7-percent reduction in emissions through programs It
can fund on its own, with the remaining 72.3 percent dependent on
funding from elsewhere, presumably the advanced economies that
are responsible for most of the world's greenhouse gas emission~
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IThe new wonder
of Boracay
SINCE my hometown, Tagbilaran City, is 15 minutes drive from

the shorelines of the fabulous Panglao beaches, I had not really
visited Boracay for many years now .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Visiting Boracay lately greeted us

with a new sense of wonder about
how "good can still be better" -and
that magic has taken place after the
government closed the island for six
months and liberated it from "the
curse of civilization."

For awhile, greed for profit, sloth
and plain unsanitary habits convert-
ed into avirtual "cesspool" what was
once the "magic of an island" whose
long pristine white beach and spar-
kling blue waters are abalm to a soul
especially in the afternoon" sunset"
view, a taste of heaven on earth.

Former President Rodrigo
Duterte sent his DENR secretary as
his cop to clean up the mess. Secre-
tary RoyCirnatu isaformer AFPchief
of staff, who may be soft-spoken but
can be as hard as nails ifhe wants to.
Strong-willed as a bull, and against
the wishes and angry resistance of
some capitalists and LGU officials
in Boracay, the government cleaned
up and brought back Boracay to its
original splendor.

The sewage and solid waste man-
agement were restored and illegal
pipes spilling dirty sewage into the
seas were cut off. The use of plastic
was banned and cleanliness strictly
observed on the sand and seas. No
more disturbing the sand with crazy
sandcastles and stuff, no more ped-
dlers of what-not on the shores, and
unsightly massage activities block-
ing onejs path. No more stray dogs
and their unwanted feces and piss.

Nomore hustlers annoying tour-
ists, no more thugs posing as Good
Samaritans- ----

FINEX FREl:
ENTEltPRI E:

II
with registered numbers.

Stations Two and Three are
meant to serve specific markets,
while Zero is where the super-
prime hotels .sprawl. Boracay ha 5

preserved its diving sites and wa-
ter sports galore in the open seas.
The mountains are still an option
to trek. And the subdued relaxing
music and dancing all stop at 10
p.m.-the better to sleep earlier 0 .

get a hotel massage and get ready
for the next active day.

There is a great variety of food
and shopping places to choose from.
And one walks through Boracaynow
feeling so safe, clean, and at peace
with the world. No overpricing and
haggling with creatures with bad
intentions.

No wonder, if one visits Boracay
today, it will only make one yearn to
come back for more. There are just
too many other islan .s to hop, visit
and swim. The Caticlan to Boracay
transfer is now smooth as silk, un-
like before. On the other side of Bo-
racay lies the great New Coast area
-plantedwithmanyhighstruc ures
and edificesdeveloped byMegaworld
for those who want a detached quiet
rest from the bustlingBoracaycrowd
and just descend to the beaches when
they feel like it.~-'---~~=

DATE
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At least in the Station One area,
the best affordable and scenic area,
no more people and men and women
in various stages ofundress-smok-
ing grass, cigars and sniffing shabu.
No more loud, irritating music and
gyrating folks as if they owned the
place.

Most importantly, the heretofore-
docked bancas were told to get lost
and all establishments were asked
to observe the "25 plus 5 meters
easement rule" of structures from
the shoreline. "Do it yourself orwe
will demolish you" was the barking
order. Somebig fish were not spared:
national boxer Manny Pacquiao's
resort on an island was closed, and
so were the houses of prominent
politicians near Diniwid Beach and
Station Zero.

The government widened the
streets by implementing easement
rules for the establishments, and
built new pavements for pedestri-
ans. E-trikes, which can carry five
people, nowpractically rule the roads
-noiseless, pollutant-free and with
courteous drivers with names embla-
zoned at the back of their tee shirts

UPPER

D
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Boracay then, Bohol next. This
seems to be the anthem in Tourism
Secretary Christina Frasco's model
for the Alona Beach area, a simila r
but shorter stretch of white sand in
Panglao, when she visited the place
recently, Alona Beach is what Bo-
racay was before the clean-up-s-a
definite eyesore amid an otherwise
resplendent beach sand and sea. A
huge budget will be set up for thi 5

specific purpose.
After Panglao, all other simj-

larly situated tourist beaches in the
country should copy many of Bora-
cay'sbold steps to make their island
paradise oh-so-inviting to tourists.
And then some.

This way we can reclaim our tide
as a nation with one of the world's
most exciting and cleanest beaches
for tourists.

Bingo Dejaresco, a former banker, is a financia I

consultant and media practitioner. He is a Ufe and
media member of Finex. His views here, however,
are personal and do not necessarily reflect those of
Finex and BUSINEssMIRROR. Dej rescobingo@yahoo.
com)

[=:J
l'AGEl
STORY

D D
EDITORIAL CARTOON

DATE



L~~==~~~==;=~~=======;;;;======================= __PA_G~E=====-_______l D_AT_E ~----TITlE: ,_

Plunder hectare of Iand, bu the ti Ies v re-
withdrawn "all of a sudden."
He had said certain BuCor ffi-raps eyed' PI-billion fund supposedly with- cials supposedly allowe~ the s~d en

drawn by the BuCor even if the proj- withdrawal of the ddnations WIth ut
ects were not fully completed. informing him.

VS Bantag "Wealready paid 95percent of the U .• b
. cost of building up the facilities.But, , IIIILler p 0

By RALPH EDWIN VILLANUEVA we came to realize that it was only 60 Yesterday;Catapang also said 1 is
percent finished, so we would like to investigating allegationsZulueta ad

Bureau of Corrections offi- look into this, especially since these ordered a person deprived of libe-ty
cer-in-charge Gregorio Cata- .are public funds that need to be ac- (PDL) to stab another prisoner ",!-to
Pang is eyeing the filing of a counted for," he said. had a diSagreementtith him ins de

. f "I informed the secretary about Bantag's officelast F ruary.
plunder case against ormer this. I need assistance that the case is "Weare investigati g the PDLthat
BuCor chief Gerald' Bantag solid and he assuredme ofhis support (got)stabbed,and weheard that itwas
over the supposed unfinished in my request to file a plunder case ordered by Zulueta," Catapang sai in
construction of buildings at against Bantag," he added. an interview with dzBB radio.
the New Bilibid Prison (NBP) Bantag, along with his deputy The woui ded prisoner has since
in Muntinlupa City that were Ricardo Zulueta, are charged ith beentransferred to the correctionfacil-
almost fully paid for by the last October's inurders of 63-year-old ity in Leyte, he added!.
government. radio commentator Percy Lapid (real "When I v's' ted Leyte, he as s '11
In an interview with "The name: Percival Mabasa) and Cristito at the hospital, I said bring th m here

Chiefs" on Cignal TV's One Palafia, also known as Jun Villamor, so we can be' sure [that he i.s safe],"
News channel, Catapang said an inmate who allegedly brokered Catapang said. '
he had asked Justice Secretary the contract to kill the broadcast He said complain s will be Sled
Jesus Crispin Remulla for journalist. either bv the end of the week or next
II support" in filing eplunder Illegal excavation week: .
case against Bantag.
He was referring to the A case will also be filed against

Turn to Page 6 Bantag for the illegal excavation
found within the NBP reservation in
'Muntinlupa City.

During the interview, Catapang
citedhow the Department ofEnviron-
ment and NationalResources(DENR)
called the digging "illegal."
"TheDENRalreadymade their find-

ings and there was indeed an illegal
quarry in thedirector'squarters.Some-
body should beblamed for it,"he said.
"And,becauseofthose findings,we

will filea caseagainst director general
Bantag for illegalexcavation,and also
with Agua Tierra Oro Mina (ATOM)
Development Corp., because they
already confirmed they were told to
do the digging," he added.
When Catapang discovered the

digging and made it public, Bantag
said hehad wanted a deep divingpool
in the premises fordivers likehimself.
But Remulla revealed that Bantag

had told him earlier that the digging
was a hunt for Yamashitagold.
Catapang told "The Chiefs" that

they are now looking into allegations
that ATOM donated more than 200
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CHINA (RECLAMATI
'FAKE NEWS,' SAYS EMEIAS

B, Frances Mangoslng
@FMangosinglNQ

China has been carrying out
reclamation at four previous-
ly unoccupied features in the
Spratly Islands, including two
that are claimed by the Philip-
pines, in what "Western offi-
dais" said were efforts by Bei-
jing to change the status quo in
the South China Sea, according
,00 a Bloomberg report

FROM.1
Chinese fishing vessels op-

erating as "de facto maritime
militias" controlled by Beijing
carried out the construction ac-
tivities at the maritime features
over the past decade, according
to the report.

The oflicials said the rec-
lamation is "part of Beijing's
long-running effort to strength-
en claims to disputed territory in
a region critical to global trade."

China has built seven ar-
tificial islands on reefs in the
South China Sea and trans-
formed them iDto military out-
posts with barracks, radars and
several with airstrips.

The DFAsaid it took note of
the Bloomberg article.

"We are seriously concerned
as such activities contravene
the Declaration of Conduct on
the South China Sea's under-
taking on selt-restraint and the
2016 Arbitral Award. We have
asked relevant Philippine agen-
cies to verify and validate the
contents of this report," it said.

2002 acreement
DFA spokesperson Tessie

Daza told reporters such ac-
tivities would violate the 2002
agreement between China and
the to-member Association of
Southeast AsianNations (Asean~

The agreement reaffirms the
peaceful resolution of disputes,

The Department of Foreign leader XiJinping.
Aifairs (DFA) on Wednesday The Chinese Embassy in
said the Philippines was "seri- Manila dismissed the report as
ously concerned" and that the "fake news," citing a Twitter
reclamation violated a 2002 post by the South China Sea
agreement between China and Probing Initiative (SCSPI~a re-
Southeast Asian nations not to search group based in China.
occupy new features or raise The report on Toesday
tension in the Soutb China Sea night said the fresh reclama-·
and also the 2016arbitral award. 'tions were taking place on Mal-

Th@r@portcomestwowe@Xs var (Eldad) Reef in the northern
ahead of President Marcos'visit Spratlys, Julian Felipe (Whit-
to Beijing for talks with Chinese sun) Reef, Sandy Cay and Pana-
freedom of navigation and
ovetflight, and the exercise of
self-restraint in the conduct of
activities that would affect the
peace and stability in the region.

The nonbinding accord calls
on the parties to refrain from
"inhabiting on the present-
ly uninhabited islands, -reefs,
shoals, cays and other features"
in the South China Sea,

The 2016 ruling by the inter'
national arbitral tribunal reaf-
firmed Philippine sovereignty'
over its EEZ and invalidated
China's bistorical claims to vir-
tualIyali of the South China Sea.

In Beijing, Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning called the Bloomberg re-
port "completely groundless:

"Not taking action on un-
inhabited islands and reefs of
the South China Sea is a solemn
consensus reached by China
and Asean countries through
actions and declarations by
each parry,' she said.

"The development of Chi·
na-Philippines relations cur-
rently has good momentum,
and the two sides will continue
to appropriately handle mar-
itime issues through friendly
consultation," she added.

It's 'by Vietnam'
In Manila, the Chinese Em-

bassy referred to SCSPI's Twit-
ter post which said that of the
four reefs mentioned, there
were "no signs of land reclama-
tion" on three-Lankiam Cay,

ta (Lankiam Cay) Island.
Sandy Cay and Panata Is-

land are claimed by the Philip-
pines, while Julian Felipe Reef
is within the country's 370-kiIo-
meter exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). • -

Panata is 13 km northeast
of Philippine-occupied Loaita
Island and 53.3 km from Chi-
nMe-held Zamora (SuM) ReeF.

About 450 km 00 the east
of Lankiam Cay is Palawan, the

nearest major landmass.
The military's Western

Command said tbat it had ob-
served "persistent presence of
China militia vessels" in the ar-
eas identified in the iIIoomberg
report.

•As of this time, validation
and assessment of al infor-
mation gathered frarn those
areas are ongoing,' it said in
response to a query from the
Inquirer.

The report, quoting uniden-
tified Western officials, said
"some sandbars and other for-
mations in the area expanded
more than 10 times in size in
recent years.'

"They warned tbat Beijing's
latest construction activity in-
dicates an attempt to advance
a new status quo, even hough
it's too early to know whether
Chlna would seek to milita- -az
rlze them," it said.
features [that] now sit perma-
nently above the high-tide line."

Eldad Reef and Whitsun Reef.
But there 'is indeed reclaim-

ing" at Sandy Cay but it was
'conducted by Vietnam," SCSPI
said. SCSPIadded that it was "ri-
diculous to blame China" since
Sandy Cay has been occupied by
the Vietnamese since 1974.

'The reporter of Bloomberg
News should do more home-
work on SCSissue,' it said.

The Inquirer sought comment
from die Vietnam Embassy,but it
did not immediately respond.

Mattos trip to Beijing
According 00 the Wash-

ington-based Asia Maritime
Transparency Initiative, what
Vietnam has occupied was Sand
Cay, which is 78 kID farther
away from Pag-asa.

Opposition Sen. Risa Honti-
veros said the President should
directly raise the unabared il-
legal entry by Chinese vessels
into the West Philippine Sea

- . during their talks.
"I expect nothing less than a

firm assertion of our sovereign
and legal rights in the West
Philippine Sea,' Honriveros told
reporters,

Mr. Marcos should not en-
ter into any agreement with
Xi unless China recogn ze the
Pllilippines' EEZ. she said.

She reminded the Pre ident
that he had declared in hi - first
State ofthe Nation Addre: that
he would not allow any foreign

a new perimeter wall over entity to occupy "even a square
the course of just a couple of incn" of the country's territory.
months last year." , Hontiveros said China

Physical changes I{~re ob- should also first comply with
served at Julian FeIip~ Reef, the 2016 arbitral ruling if it re-
where Chinese ships hive re- aUy wanted to engage in joint
mained since last year despite oil exploration with the P~ilip-
repeated protests from the pines in the WPS.
Philippines, as well as at Sandy 'Only then could both par-
Cay, a small strip of sand bars ties start to truthfully and
.~tween Philippine' o\;.upied faithfully discuss a joint exp[o·
Pag-asa (Thitu) Island and Chi- ration," she said. -WITH ITS
nese-held Zamora Reef, Both FRO~JAcot LAZARO,MARLONRA-
were' "previously submerged MOS "AFPINQ

SANOYCAY A Navy sailor plants a Philippine flag en Sandy Cay during a Yi$it QOJYoe Z I, ZOZZ,
A Bloomberg report says China is.¥eciaimil19 land at this sandbar near Pag-asa Island and at
three other maritime features in the South China Sea.-MARIANNE8ERMUOlZ

The report included pic-
tures taken by satellite showing
a Chinese vessel offioading an
amphibious excavator at E1dad
Reef in 2014-

New land formations have
since appeared above water
over the past year, and images
showed large holes, debris piles
and excavator tracks at a fea-
ture tb~l usea iQ be Qoly Pirtly
exposed at high tide,

On Panata Island one fea-
ture "had been reinforced with
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THE Philippine government,
through the Department of
Foreign Affairs (DFA), has

expressed concern over China's lat-
est reported reclamation activities
in some unoccupied features in the
Spratly Islands inthe South China
Sea (SCS).

Bloomberg reported Tuesday
night that China is constructing on
several unoccupied land features in
the contested waters, citing warn-
ings from Western officials that
these latest activities indicate an
"attempt to advance a new status
quo, even though it's too early to
know whether China would seek to
militarize them."

Foreign Affairs Spokesperson
Ma. Teresita Daza said the DFA is
checking the veracity of the report
with relevant Philippine govern-
ment agencies.

"The department takes note of
the Bloomberg article on reported
reclamation activities by China in
unoccupied features of the Spratlys.
We are seriously concerned as such
activities contravene the Declaration
of Conduct on the South China Sea's
[DOC]undertaking on self-restraint
and the 2016 Arbitral Award," she
saidinastatementissuedon Wednes-
day. "Wehave asked relevant Philip-
pine agencies to verify and validate

the contents of this report."
The DOC, signed by China and.

the 10 Asean member-nations rn
2002, explicitly states that all par-
ties would exercise self-restraint
from conducting activities that
complicate ~r escalate disputes ar.d
affect peace and stability, including
"refraining from action of inhabit-
ing on the presently uninhabited is-
lands, reefs, shoals, cays, and other
features" in the SCS.

China and the lO-member bloc
are negotiating a code of conduct,
which builds upon and would serve
as the upgraded version of the non-
binding DOC.

In a separate statement, the Chi-
nese Embassy in Manila tacitly de-
nied the allegation and tagged the
Bloomberg report as "fake news."

China is building up several u n-
occupied land features in the SCs.,
according to Western officials,
an unprecedented move they said
was part of Beijing's long-running
effort to strengthen claims to dis-
puted territory in a region critic ",1
to global trade.

While China has previously built
out disputed reefs, islands and land
formations in the area that it had
long controlled-and militarized
them with ports, runways and other
infrastructure-the officials pn!-
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DFAspokesperson Ma. Teresita Daza PNA fiLE PHOTO

sented images of what they called
the first known instances of a na-
tion doing so on territory it doesn't
already occupy. They warned that
Beijing's latest construction activ-
ity indicates an attempt to advance a
new status quo, even though it's too
early to know whether China would
seek to militarize them.

Fishing fleets that operate as de
facto maritime militias under the
control of authorities in Beijinghave
carried out construction activities
at four unoccupied features in the

Spratly Islands over the past decade,
according to the officials, who asked
not to be identified to discuss sen-
sitive information. Some sand bars
and other formations in the area ex-
panded more than 10 times in size
in recent years, they said.

The officials said new land for-
mations have appeared above water
over the past year at Eldad Reef in
the northern Spratlys, with images
showing large holes, debris piles and
excavator tracks at a site that used
to be only partially exposed at high
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tide. A 2014 photo of he reef, previ- ---
ously reported to hav been taken by
the Philippine militar ,had depicted
what the officials sai was a Chinese
maritime vessel offl ading an am
phibious hydraulic cavator used
in land recl rnation rojects.

They said similar ctivities have
also taken place at ankiam Cay,
known as Panata Isl d in the Phil
ippines, where a fea ure had been
reinforced with anew erimeterwall
over the course of j st a couple of
months last year. Ot er images they
presented showed p sical change
at both Whitsun R ef and Sandy
Cay, where previou ly submerge
features no sit per anently abov
the high-tide line.

Tensions betwe
other claimants in e South Chi
na Sea-the Philip ines, Taiwan
Malaysia, Indonesia Vietna-n an
Brunei-have been ising f· year
as Beijing invested ore n nava
and coast guard sh ps 'to enforce
its claims.

The Spratly Islan s, historically
tiny and uninhabit d, have taken
on greater geopoliti 1 signi. icance
given theystraddle o eofthe zorld's
busiestshippinglane andcouldhave
military sighificance particularly i
tensions over Taiwa trigger a re
gional war. PIVAandBloo berg News
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Villar: Plant trees to take care o~th~ el
.
vironm

CITING the benefits of planting for the
environment, Senator Cynthia A. Villar
urged the public to participate in plant-
ing activities.

Aside from making the environment
beautiful, Villar aid that environmen-
talists all over the world preach that
planting trees and shrubs improve soil
and water conservation.

"It helps prevent land erosion, inter-
cept the runoff and reduce the sever-
ity of floods, increase wildlife habitat,
store carbon dioxide that help in reduc-
ing. global warming, moderate local
climate by -providing shade, regulate
temperature .extremes and improve

the land's capacity to adapt to climate
change," Villar said. I

Planting of agricultural products also
generates employment for farmers, Vil-
lar added.

"It also strengthened food security in
communities in our country," Villar,
the chairperson of the committees on
agriculture and food and environment
and natural resources, said.

She expressed confidence that the
public will preserve the health and
survival of trees and other plants.

"Let us exert efforts to take care
of the plantation, let us not forget
to take care of them to ensure they

will bring us be efits she f rther
stated.

Being Ii staunc advoc te of re en-
vironment and ag icultur ,the .nator
said she i. happy artici . ting I lant-
ing activities.

She pre l dly rei ted their fam
the Vill], SIPA (Social I t
Poverty J lleviati n an I Go,
had laune ed pia ting i thei
city of L s Pifias,

In 200,i, they arted planti 1

boos at the riversi e of Zapote
part of their "Sa ip Ilog Rive
bilitation Program'

Ma on Ramos-A neta

yand
te for
ance)
home

bam-
ver sa

eha-


