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DENR-MGB hinamon
ilantad mga sinkhole sz ‘Pmas

Hinimok ng isang  “Maraming lugar
}nsyal xﬁxqmn%v ‘na memng limestone,

Resilience

ilabas ng gobyenm ang

mapa na nagsasan

mga sinkhole sa bumg' -ingat po
bansa. ' tao,” giit pa ni

maxmeusive director : bsible angs
' mga structural i =

at malaman i
ng pu o kung may
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g:?‘sa kanilang lugar :
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Metro air most polluted during New Yea¥ revelry
THE emrlrorlmenta] watchdog "‘mewors{ air quality duringthe  pulmonologist Dr. Maricar lepm ta’ls assouated with firework com-'
EcoWaste Cﬂaht;tm’[m Monday- _yea:mMetm Manila hasbeen pre-  added that aside from the risk of pvonmtsamﬁ as copper, strontium;
said air pollutior in Metro'ManHa™~ viously recorded during the New ~ physical injuries, lighting firecrack-~_barium, potassium, aluminum
is usually at its worst during New  Year revelry as firework activities ers and firework§ can increaseambi- . and lead ineased by 6.1 to 65.2
Year revelries because of exploded  caused unhealthy increasesin fine  ent PM levels, which can agam times com]gred to levels before
firecrackers and fireworks. particulate matter,” Lorenzo said.  respiratory diseases such as asthma, aﬂd’dunngblrw‘fear celebrations.
EcoWaste cited a study by the ~ These were the only measure- bronchitis, laryngitis, pnewmdma. “The citizens’ right to clean,
Manila Observatory in 2019 where  menis by the Manila Observatory - rhinitis and sinusitis. . " nofitoxic air has long been settled.
the recorded hourly average fine “that have reached the very un- “Infants, children, the elderly That right cannot and should not
particulate matter (PM2.5) was at  healthy and hazardous ranges of and persons with pre-existing be superseded by a long-held
143 .4 micrograms per cubic meter  the US Environmental Protection  health conditions are most vulner-  cultural practice of firecracker
(pg/m3). Agency (EPA) Air Quality Index,”  able to the adverse effects of expo-  and firework revelries, which has
Manila Observatory Research  she said. sure to PM2 5, which can penetrate  become a social status symbol for

Associate Genevieve Rose Lorenzo
said that based on the Cloud, Aero-
sol and Monsoon Processes Philip-
pines Expetiment (CAMP2Ex), the
PM2.5 between 6 p.m. on Dec. 31,
2018 and 8 p.m. of Jan. 1, 2019
exceeded the 24-hour National
Ambient Air Quality Guideline
Value [NAAQGV) of 50.0 pg/m3.

When air quality reaches the
very unhealthy level, people with
heart or lung disease, older adults
and children are advised to stay
indoors, and everyone else should
avoid prolonged or heavy exertion,
Lorenzo said.

Immediate past president of the
Philippine College of Physicians and

deep into the respiratory tract and
lungs. The extreme noise can affect
hearing health, as well as cause
restlessness, sleep disturbance and
high blood pressure,” Limpin said.

EcoWaste's former trustee and
co-chairman of National Capital
Region Airshed Coverning Board
Rene Pineda said races of chemi-

many representing the exorbitant
display of literally burning of
money,” Pireda said,

EcoWaste Coalition National
Coordinator Aileen Lucero said the
“hurman rightto a dean, healthy and
sustzinable environment must take
precedence cver toxic festivities.”
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n Tuesday, Dec. 10, the US Department of

Energy announced that scientists at the

Lawrence Livermore National Labora-

tory’s National Ignition Facility (NIF) in
-California achieved a breakthrough in nucle-
ar fusion technology. They generated more
energy than they put in—a net energy gain—
in a nuclear fusion experiment for the first
time in a quest spanning 60 years.

Fusion is, in simple terms, the combi-
nation of two very light nuclei into a heavi-
er one that releases energy. The alternative
path is nuclear fission—the release of nu-
clear power by splitting the atom—as in the
atomic bomb or in nuclear power plants as a
source of nuclear energy.

Such attainment of fusion has been con-
sidered the technological tipping point for -
limitless, carbon-free, clean, and safe source
of power—the kind generated by the sun.
Part of that process was astounding in it-
self—generating in their laboratory here on
earth the combined heat from over a hundred
lasers. to produce 150 million degrees, twice
the heat at the center of the sun.

I was teary-eyed when I watched the
announcement and the presentation by the
six scientists that spearheaded the painstak-
ing and exacting effort required to achieve
the moment of “ignition.” The collabora-
tive, crisp presentation by these scientists,
though brief, was such a clear affirmation of
the philosophy of science and the canons of

.experimentation that graduate school drills
into students. :

What swept through me were images
of the potential that this new achievement
implies for giving the world hopeful op-
tions for stepping back from the brink of a
carbon fed cllmate catastrophe on the one

- We need more sczentzsts,l

Aot
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SEGUNDO ECLAR ROMERO

hand and a possible escalation of the Rus-
sian war on Ukraine. I3

What resonated with me the most were
the private stories of how two of these six
scientists recounted how they got started in
their careers in nuclear fusion technmy. As
college undergraduates, they had the occa-
sion to visit the NIF, and that has served as a
career beacon since.

This brings me to apply lessons to the
Philippines. The most important is motivat-
ing and incentivizing our youth with schol-
arships, but also with early and meaningful
engagements with tangible and living monu-
ments to science and technology.

We should have regular visits to the Phil-
ippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismol-
ogy, Philippine Nuclear Research Institute,
and National Science Complex at UP Diliman,
where new structures like the National Insti-
tute of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology
Building at UP Diliman and the Marine Sci-
ence Institute are located.

In the regions are the Science City of Mufioz
_and the science city of Los Bafios. Spread across
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the nation are the 12 regional campuses of the
Philippine Science School, as well as 38
niche centers in the fegions for research and
developmen:; or NI embedded in a network
of universities nationwide.
Looking &t my own awakeninz to what
a progressive nation|is and could be, I was
lucky to be part of @ Rotary Interact Club,
that brought high dchool campus leaders:
from Luzon to at automotive and in-
dustrial plants, and food and other factories
using modern equipment and modern trans-
port and communication facilities in Manila
during the mid-1960s
Hearing the news on fusion, 1 felt like
seeing a shogting starjand turning around in-
stinctively to exclaim|to my neighbors, “Did
you see thatt” As I turned from the news to
gaze at the Philippine landscape, [ was sad-
dened by the stark contrast. What | saw was
a nation in hopeless disarray over the Ma-
harlika Investunent Fund (MIF). Where was
science in all of this?
What I saw was the cry in the wilderness
by National Scientist Raul Fabella, the head
of the social science djvision of the National
Academy of Science Technology warning
Congress, the Marcos Jr. administration, and
the Filipino people of how the Maharlika In-
vestment Fund, no matter how twea \ed was
flawed from the start.
Despite the gro well of opposition td
the MIF, the House of Representatives ap-
proved the bill by a vote|of 282 out of 212. They
thumbed their noses by all “cosponsoring” the
bill—all for ore, one for all! The preblem is
now clear to me—Filipinos have a surplus of
politicians and a deficit of scientists,

doyromero@grnail.co
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‘billion by 2030 for biodiversity

MONTREAL (AP) - Nego-
tiators reached a historic deal ata
United Nations biodiversity con- .
ference early yesterday that w()ul&
represent the most significant
effort to protect the world’s lands -
and oceans and provide cnt:u;al
financing to save blodlvers1ty ;.n,
the developing world.

The global framework comes urf'the
day the UN Biodiversity Conference, .
or COPIS5, is set to end in Montreal.
Cl-una‘,msﬁlgh holds the presidency at.
nce, released a new draft
on Sundﬁy that gave the sometimes.
contéﬁhmtalks much-needed mo-

ur hands a package
an guide us as we all
to halt and reverse

it y /loss and put biodiversity

the path to recovery for the benefit
of all people in the world,” Chinese
Environment Minister Huang Run-

qiu told delegates before the package
‘was ndopte to rapturous applause
]ust befoz_-_a ddwn ‘We can be truly

:l‘he most. s,ugmﬁcant part of the
t:& ‘commitment to protect

30 land and water consid-
e:ed knqu‘taﬁt for bmdwermty by

“C;umﬁﬁy, agscb%

énfy 17 percent of ter-

ercent of marine areas
The draft also calls for rmsulg$zﬂﬂ

range of sources and working to phase
out or reform subsidies that could pro-
vide another $500 billion for nature.
~ As part of the financing package,
the framework calls for increasing to
at least $20 billion annually by 2025
the money that goes to poor countries.
That number would increase to $30
billion each year by 2030. .
“Many of us wanted more thmgs
in the text and more ambition, but we
got an ambitious package,” Canada’s
Minister of Environment and Climate
Steven Guilbeault said. “We
have 30 by 30... We have an agreem&;t
to halt and reverse biodiversity lo
to work on restoration, to reduce £
use of peshades This is trem&ndoqs

progress.” . _ s

and Asian

Historic blodlver'sﬂ:
agreement reachéd

Christophe Béchu, France’s niinister
for ecological transition who headed
its delegation, called it a “historical
deal.” -

The. m:;rusters and government of-
ficials struggled for nearly two weeks

to agree on what that protecticn looks

like and vTho will pay for it.

The financing has been among the |

most contentigus issues, with, dele-
gates fmrrl 70 African, South Aiperican
countries walking ou1' of ne
gotiations Wednesday. They retu
several hours later.
Financing emerged late in the talks |
and rlsked derailing an agreerient.




A e s e[| w R S
SR TheHanila Timeg = 275,

INITIATIVES PAGE LowER .
SERVICE | 2 aghT MEFPRRTRESY PAPE T (;’2 =20« 22,

TITLE:: PAGE DATE




COP15: Historié deal
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to save nature geis O/

Agreement pledges to secure 30 percent of the planet as a protecte Zone bv 2030

MONTREAL—Countries
proved a historic deal to re-
verse decades of environmen-
tal destruction threatening the
world’s species and ecosystems
at a marathon UN biodiversity
summit early Monday.

The chair of the Conference
of Parties (COP15) nature summit,
Chinese Environment Minister
Huang Rungiu, declared the deal
adopted at a late-night plenary
session in Montreal and struck
his gavel, sparking loud applause
from assembled delegates.

In doing so he overruled an
objection from the Democratic
Republic of Congo, which had re-
fused to back the text, demanding
greater funding for developing
countries as part of the accord.

After four years of fraught
negotiations, more than 190
other states rallied behind the
Chinese-brokered accord aimed
at saving the lands, oceans and
species from pollution, degra-
dation and the climate crisis.

The deal pledges to secure
30 percent of the planet as a
protected zone by 2030 and to
stump up $30 billion in-yearly
conservation aid for the devel-
oping world.

Enwronmentahsts

have

. ap_ :

KEEPING THEM ALIE Anemployee waters the green wall at
the UN Biodiversity Conference (COP15) in Montreal, Canada,
on Dec.17. —arp

compared the accord to the
landmark plan to limit global
warming to 1.5 Celsius under
the Paris agreement, though
some earlier warned that it did
not go far enough.

Hope of attention

Brian O'Donnell of the Cam-
paign for Nature called it “the
largest land and ocean conserva-
tion commitment in history.”

“The international com-
munity has come, together for
a landmark global biodiversity
agreement that provides some
hope that the crisis facing na-

ture is starting to get the atten-
tion it deserves,” he said.
“Moose, sea turtles, parrots,
rhinos, rare ferns and ancient
trees, butterflies, rays, and dol-
phins are among the million spe-
cies that will see a significantly
improved outlook for their sur-
vival and abundance if this agree-
ment is implemented effectively.”
Marco Lambertini, head of
the World Wide Fund for Na-
ture, said ahead of the approv-
al sessions: “It is the equiva-
lent'to 1.5C in climate and vital
to catalyzing action toward

a nature-positive world and

holding everyone accountable.
“However, there still remain
several loopholes, wea ' language

and timelines around actions
that aren’t commensurate with
the scale of the nature crisis
witnessing, a d impor-

this d global gof_l
ions annually
The |text calls on wealthy
countrie$ to increase financial

aid to the developing world to

$20 billion annually by 2025,
rising to{$30 billion per year by
2030, while ensuring 30 percent
of land and sea areas are effec-
tively conserved and managed

by the end of this decade
It pledges to safeg lard the

rights of| Indigenous people as
stewards pf their lands, o key de-
iriand of gampaigners.

But it|pulled punches in oth-
€1 areas—-for example, only en-
(4 ing businesses to report

their bio versity impacts rather

than mandating them to do so.
The 23 targets in the accord
also include cutting e¢nviron-
mentally |destructive arming
subsidies| reducing the risk
from pesticides and tackling

invasive species. —arp
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ualified government workers ahea
uf the ha}ida,y celebrations.
'DBM explained that the SRI grant

atms to continuously incentivize - hmmt e

government employees for their

Sbmee Becogmtmn Incentwa to

occnpymg regulal,
al, or casual positions, are
meia’ivve the said one-timo

“unwavering cammltment ‘and anﬂabmﬂm enefit

‘dedication in the performance of their
duties and responsibilities towards
quality iy
pu,bhc sﬂrw l ¥
Thanking the }’reéident ﬁ):z
approval of the SRI | the B‘BM
Secretary Amer

Dhﬁstmas Day approaches.
Civilian ;NQW n&ﬁéﬂal

empioyeés

Dem:wm of Justice; the Philippine
. Guard under the Department
'of ITransportation, and the Nationai
'i‘u‘?ff’“i‘éyﬁ‘““ﬁ”‘”?; Getiient of
Or;] er the Dep ent o
Environment and Natural Resources,
Employees of the Senat
Representatives, Judiciary, Office of

the Ombudsman, and Constitutional

Offices vested with !iseal autonomy

may also bngmnted a onetime SRI
by their e heads of office,
chargeable

ainst the avallable
1t of their respective

QB grant of the onetime SRI to
emplojees in

Us, including those
: s be determined
_.ge ep ve sawnlans
ding on the LGU’s GU’s financial

mmdhy RA 8:
and responsive deirvmaf -l e ;

angandaman miiﬁ:mét! rsonnel of the P
described it as an mrly gift” as- al Police, Bu reF

_ fi from
- tthe Bu:eau.of Correcmw under the

e, House of

capability, subject to the PS limitation

in LGU hudgets under RA 7160 or
the Local Government Code of 1991.
Meanwhile, GAs and GOCCs
exempted from the coverage of RA
67568 may also grant the SRI to their
employees at a uniform rate to be

- determined by then- governing boards

or agency heads.

To receive theimeentive the civilian
personnel must be occupying regular,
contractual, or casual positions; in
the service and have rendered at
least a total or an aggregate of four
months of actory service as of
30 November 20

According to DBM those entitled
to the SRI grant are employees that
have not received any additional

‘year-end benefit in FY 2022 over-and

above the benefit authorized under
&lﬁpslzl:‘l}c Act 6686, as amended by
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B sarvey (RS2 &f”ﬁ."cn' |

card survz
measures the quality of service
of government agencies.

gan interview with report-
ers yesterday, ARTA director
general Ernesto Perez said the
target of around 3,000 govern-
ment agencies is only about a
third of the total government
agenc:es in the country.

target is slgmﬁmtl?

eﬁﬂm the. Sé - 43

the pilot implementation of J.Perez.qmd.ﬂﬁaﬂc}ifacum, in

the RCS 2.0, whidut conduct-
ed from October to November,
according to Perez.

“So the period was a bit
short,” Perez said.

~ “All 'the sectors were ¢ov: agqﬁﬂes and local govern®

tbm.-:._.f R = n A
govemment agemm:_.sf 1 St |

versities and colleges Werﬁ
ted,” Perez said. .

He pointed out, however;

thgt ARTA was not able to
cover local water districts in
the pilot implementation of
the survey.

“But next year starting
early second quarter, we will
already target one-third of the

total universe (gevemment: ®
B¢ agencies) and all sectors will
.L mﬂ%ﬁwmmﬁq ‘“‘“i"* vV i'e ;.: :

- on measuring the quality,

efficiency and ‘adequacy of
government services through
evaluation of the streamlin-
m initiatives of government .

'_‘mce

ong %the tﬂols of mea-

nts to be used the
ey F?mercomp%yance

ey questionnaire
dl’t hecklist, cli-
asurement
agency awards

ﬁdmco ion.

"The RCS was previ'busly
mlplemen dbyl he Civil Ser-

satlsfa,
"SM), an

CsC).
‘However, with the enact-
ment of Republic Act 11032,
or the Ease of Doing Business

and the P
‘Authority (PS bl

Of the 50 ; pgenc:es targeted
to be covered in the pﬂot
unplementarlon, 40 agencxes

~were qualified for the stirvey,

and Eff:clent Government
3 .Act Df 20184 NES

nted to the ARTA. - |
ilippine Statistics -

-
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grae ‘gher than 85. ﬁ
above means they are mglly
compliant with our require

lmprovment becau = we re-
ally want to improve the qual-
ity (of government <ervice),”

Perez said.

2 said the RCS previ-

plemented by the
a$ incorporated mtothe
sion.

evef, with heﬂew
‘version, there is a neec ltolwk
Stomer 'datisfa :I:lén, of

_' fomers an .1

customars, thus the need to
incorporate internal services
of the government ag; neiesin
EheRCS Pemasa:d dge o
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Fish farming
extra income

~ for mining firm

employee.;? '

The Valencia Regular-Seasonal Workers As- .
sociation” (VARSWA) composed.of employees of
Cagdianao Mining Corp. (CMC), a subsidiary of
Nickel Asia Corp. (NAC) in the province of Dinagat
Islands, collaborated with the Bureau of Fisheries
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) and the Department
of Labor and Employment (DOLE) to embark on a
fish farming project for extra income for employees::
~ BFAR provided the trainings, DO;LE-prbvided'
the farm inputs and CMC provided other logistical
and operational funds including the cover for the
cost of the Norwegian cage, estimated at P800,00C
including accessories, which was sourced through
the mining company’s yearly Social Development
and Management Program (SDMP) budget.

~ VARSWA has about 50 members, all regular-
seasonal employees of CMC. The mining company. -
assisted in forming this people’s organization and”
provided seed capital.

Sherrie Ann Cardoniga, enterprise developmer
and livelihood coordinator, community relatior.
department, explains that the role of CMC is fc
guide the members of VARSWA in order that the:
efficiently manage the project until it becoms
sustainable so that they run it themselves witho
intervention from the mining compary, whichist
essence of the SDMP programs. |

s
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_ cof e Philip
, o~ Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office
e Communty Environment And Natural Resourees Office.
22 RX1-2B, Salvacion, Panabo City, Davao del Norte, 8105 Philippiney .,
TELEFAX NO. (084) 823201 email: ceuropmabeigden sov.ph f

LEASE OF PUBLIC LANDS
Notice is hereby given that the Community Environment and Natura
Resources Office X1-2B, Salvacion, Panabo City will accept oral or written bids not later
than ten (10:00) o'clock in the moming on January 11, 2023, for the lease for docking

purposes of the tract of and herein below described:
- Location . SanPedro, PanaboCity
Description ©  Fis5262-D ' o
Area ' B 406square meters E
Aopraisal (Land) .~ Php.700.00 per square meleror
: - Php 81,538,200.00 i
Value of mprovements :  Php 21,864,350.00 4
Appied for by - Davaontematonal Container Terminal nc. -~
represented by: Bonifacio B. Licayan - '

The successful bidder if other than the applicant must reimburse the latter of the
- expenses for the publication of the notice of lease and the survey of the land. .
The right to lease the land will be awarded to the person offering the highest
annuat rental, which shall not be less then three per centum (3%) of the value of the
fand plus one per centum (1%) of the value of the proposediexisting improvements. In
order that a person may be enitled to parficipate in the bidding, he must be a qualified
public land applicant, and must, before the commencement of the same, make a deposit
equivalent of at least three (3) month's rental. Only deposit in cash, money order,
treasury warrant, certified checks, cashier's check or manager's check can be accepted.
A person bidding in representation of anather may do so under a duly executed power of
attomey. During the bidding, the bidder has to make an additional deposit everytime his
bid s raised, to complete the three (3) monfh's rental, otherwise, such bid as raised shall
not be accepted. The right is served to reject any or alf bids, s
Panabo City, Philippines, November 16,2022 :

Tasahan ng Lupa z Php ,700.00 kada metro kwadrado o

: - Kabuuang Php 81,538,200.00
Halaga ng nakakatayong :  Php ;'1,864,350.00
Proyekto .
Aplikante . 5 Davan International Gontainer Term nal, Inc.
(DICT) repreniented by: Bonifacio B Licayar

Ang kaapatan na upahan ang nasabing lupa ay iibigay sz 120 o nartido na -

porsymmmawa I

OISYEMIO 52 alaga ng lupa atisang (1%) porsyento sa halaga ng itatayony esiraktura,
Upang ang iseng 80 ay makakasama s isasagawang subasta, kallangang siya ay
karapat-dapat na aplikante at kallangang bago magsimula ang subasta ay ns <adeposito

siya ng

salaping papel, money order, cashiers o managers check ang siy: lamafig
tatanggapin. Ang isang taon na sumali sa subkista na nagrerepresents g .1 tao ay
makakasali lamang kung mayroon siyang paliintulof na binigay sa pamanagitan ng

¥ : mﬂ ii ’uwda;‘a:m”ﬁ‘mmmnmer am
] e e e 1020 okl gt 41 g Ener g |
- m i WWMthﬂm na inflarawan sa ivaba o, =

ﬁmﬁm R S

- ’- "._ 8l ‘_“ U
1 ] Tl R L

i

Fis 52320 ;
8, 408 square meters

ng pinakamataas na upa sa isang taon na hindi habzba <2 fatlong (3%)

katumbas ng tationg bunang upa. Ang deposio ay caiiangang

Kaukulang panhintulot na magkaroon ng dagdag na deposito kapag ang karyan

UK nhini iagh § ng karyang alok
ay itinaas para ‘makumpleto ang kabuuang tationg buwang upa. Ang ;fapatang
tgmanggi 0 tanggihan ang anuman alok o sa laliat ng alok ay palaging nakalazn para sa

Kinakailangan
ito

pagpapasuk
Lungsod ng Panabo, Pilipinas, Nobyembrs 16, 2023,

Ang magwawagi sa alok na to kung hindi sya ang aplkante ay
b.ttt::basan ang kabayarang nag 1ol sa pagpapalathal ng parawagang
: ng lupa.

[

| - LARRY A."Aﬁ.{gﬂ NGAN
{ OIC, CENROfficer




