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DENR Secretary lays down future plans

he Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
plays an important role in regu-
lating the country’s natural re-
sources, which includes agroforestry.

DENR Secretary Maria Antonia “Toni”
Yulo Loyzaga outlines the department'’s
thrust:

Ethical stewardship The Department
will be using a multi-stakeholder consul-
tative process that involves government
and private sectors, as well as “the CSO
(civil society organizations) community,
academe, and the different practitioners
in the different fields that are part of the
mandate of the DENR.”

- “Why that’s important is we have to

recognize that the mandate of the DENR
is what we call trans-disciplinary,” Yulo
'Loyzaga said. “We need to involve the dif-
‘ferent stakeholders and the different type
~of expertise.”

- science that we’d

t.im,"ﬂnlolpyza
ga explained. -
Empower
partners. “What
we'd like to do,
because of the

like to bring for-
ward, is to de-
velop a new type
of agency so that
our partners can
actually take directions on their own that
will lead to the same outcom:a,” Yulo
Loyzaga said. “So certain unity of purpose

AVANT GARDENER

YVETTE1AN

iiis neceesary for us to actually achieve the

goals in terms of enhancing, protecting,
and restoring our environment for na-
tional development.”

Engage expertise. The Depar:ment is
currently taking stock of its resources and

‘how they can be better deployed to serve

stakeholders. They’re also consulting with

. The Department is cl.u:reutlsir making
‘a list of folks to include in their expert
‘advisory council. “These are going to be
experts on science, in policy, and in prac-

global experts on streamlining processes.
“1'd like to say our overarching goal

here at the Department is to use the phrase

'n‘leasure what we treasure,’ and by doing that,
wefeelwewﬂlbealﬂetoenimihmeconcreteiy
to the Philippine development plan moving for-

- ward. How we will measure is the followtng. ” Yulo

Loyzaga said.
- Utilizing space-based resources. One of the

DENR’s first projects is the establishment of a

National Natural Resource Geospatial Database.
“This will serve as the baseline for all of our
natural resource inventory in the country,” the
Secretary said. “Really looking at the use of satel-
lite imagery and other types of... systems in order

for us to understand what has happened to our

country physically in the last half-decade or so.”
Align with global goals. “..We would like to
ensure that we are in alignment with global events

and global commitments that our country has

entered into,” Yulo Loyzaga said.

This includes the climate change negotiations,
biodiversity conservation, and disaster reduction.
“...The DENR has headed the delegation to the

Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Dhaster'-

Risk Reduction. We have now been asked by [the]
United Nations to actually host this conference
here in 2024,” she added.

~ The Secretary’s background in climate change
:and’disastertisk management, among other sci-

ence-based civic organizations, gives her a unique
perspective on how to move the DENR forward.

“I'm coming from a different community and

sol needed to understand whzt really the depart-
~ment is doing, and so with the help of our under-

secretaries and staff and team at the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources, I think
we have a fairly good grasp to start our process
moving forward,” she said.

The DENR is also workirg with other de-
partments to boost the country’s agroforestry
industry. -

“As you know, this work doesn’t just entail
the DENR. It actua]ly, also needs to be part of

~the DA’s (Department of Agriculture) work, and

there’s also a component tha: actually involves
the NCIP (National Commission on Indigenous
Peoples), it actually involves also DAR (Deparl
ment of Agrarian Reform) as well, and so in terms
of the programming for agroforest;y, we realize
that there is in fact a need for some communitics
to generate that income, and therefore combining
fast growing and the more slow growing species
will actually be the strategy in terms of trying to
provide for whatever the liveliliood needs are for
our communities,” Yulo Loyzaga said.

“We have not had the opportunity to sit down
with the DA on this. However, this has béen part..

of the work of the DENR in previous adminis-
_trations where they have allovred actually some
_fast growing species and fast growing crops, for

example, like cacao, to actually be intercropped
with the forest area. » *Hy
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AS SINKHOLES INCREASE IN BORAGAY
By Joey Marzan
@joeymarzanINQ

ILOILO CITY—Sinkholes have
been documented in the three
villages comprising Boracay
Island since 2018 but a gov-
ernment geologist said the lat-
est geological survey showed
that its number had increased,
endangering the stability of
structures in the world fa-
mous tourist destination in
Aklan province.

Engineer Mae Magarzo,
chief geologist of the Mines
and Geosciences Bureau
(MGB) in Western Visayas,
said their records showed that
the number of sinkholes on
the island went up from 798 in
2018 to 801 in 2019, 814 in 2020
and 815 between 2021 and
2022, in the villages of Bala-
bag, Manoc-manoc and Yapak.

Magarzo said the island’s
current physical carrying ca-
pacity should be strictly imple-
mented as she warned that the
increasing number of infrastruc-
tures being built on the island
would create more sinkholes.

She said unlike the occur-
rence of landslides that may be
determined by observing cracks
or lowering elevation, ground
collapse due to sinkholes can be
harder to anticipate.

“IWith] sinkholes, when
the support underneath is af-
fected, it will immediately fall
down, including the structures
standing there,” she said.

“We can see that there are
more holes. The danger there
is that if the island is overca-
pacitated in structures, there
will come a time when many
[of these] structures will col-
lapse,” Magarzo added.

The conduct of the geohaz-
ard and hydrogeologxcal map-
ping in Boracay was part of the
MGB's tasks under the national
govemrdent’-s’ habilitation of
the resort i since 2018.

According to the Deparb-

ment of Environment }&m.

Natural Resources’ (DE
“subsidence Suseeptib

‘ty map,” the island in Mafay
town is highly susceptible to
subsidence or ground sinking
as it also sits on a fault line.

Boracay, according to
Magarzo, is made of limestone
and is vulnerable to sinkholes.

“The behavior of our lime-
stone is that it melts, so when
it gets hit by water, especial-
ly if its composition is acid-
ic, [the limestone] gradually
melts,” she said.

Structures i
Boracay's carrying capacity
assessment in 2018 indicated
structures built on the island
had exceeded the ideal number.

~ There are 10,250 houses on.

the island or 4,712 units more
than the 5,538 real carrying
capacity (RCC) for residential
structures.

The island also has 2,779
business establishments, 878

units more than the 1,901 RCC

for business.

Boracay has 430 accom-
modation establishments
‘which is below the RCC fi
smaller-lot areas at 808 uni
It has, however, 154 units that
exceeded the RCC for larg-

er-lot areas, set at 276 units. |

The RCC was based on the
Comprehensive Land Use Pro-
gram map of the island from
2013 to 2022.

Boracay has a tourist ca:; '

rying capacity of 19,215 or a
daily capacity of 6,405, accord-
ing to the DENR. The agency's
data indicated that at least
6,085 tourists are arriving on
the island per day, well within
-this carrying capacity.

In Manila, Tourism Secre-
tary Christina Frasco said her
department was coordinating
with the DENR to look into the
matter and ensure the safe-

of tourists. —wiTH A REPORT

M JACOB LAZARO INQ
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sinkhole,

By the end of the Boraca,y Inter Agency Task L‘orce 's
extended term in June 2022, domestic tourism was on
the verge of a huge resurgence.

‘The body tasked durmg the time of Presxdent

Rodrigo R. Duterte t ate the rehabilitation of the
Philippines’ most f; S d did indeed manage to
get the areas in and around anay destination clean,
and ready for traplers once

The pandemic was a “bonus®in allowing the place to

live and breathe’e

six months befor

to bask in the st
- By October

the first _pre,pcnbed
enge travelers arrived

lease
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which is

nt of Enwr$Mem
‘Roy Cimatu said it might
be worth looking mto mcreasing Boracay’ Si “carrying

L
Yes, Borucay,

entirely of
limestone, has
been found

to hape 815
sinkholes in
2022, up from
789 in 2018,
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Daan- daang sinkhole na iakah:.'t‘

BI]BAY NAMUUlR[_l
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unting tumaas ang bilang ng

mga sinkholes sa pinakasi-

kat na beach destination sa
bansa sa bayan ng Malay,
lalawigan ng Aklan sa nakali-
pasna apat na taon.
‘Nakakita ang MGB-6 ng
789 sinkholes sa tatlong
barangay sa isang hazard
noong 2018,ang
mon kmg Kailan ipinatupad
ng administrasyong Duterte
ang malawakang rehabili-
tasyon at ipinaghawal ang
mga turista sa Boracay sa

.loob ng anim na buwan.

Pagsapitng 2019, tumaas
ang bilang ng mga sinkhole

sa 801 Pagsapit ng 2022,

tumaas ang mga ito sa 815.

Sinabi ni Magarzo na ang
Boracay ay madaling kapi-

‘tan ng sinkhole dahil ang lu-
‘pa ay halos gawa sa lime-

24
-+ Idinagdag -niya na ang

‘mga sinkhole ay napakahi-

rap hulaan dahil ang mga ito

ay biglang nangyayari at wa-

kapitan ng paggu
. “The main baach is al-

zopatasarnasmalakas na
Mﬂ%ﬂﬂmﬂaﬂ ng carrying
capacity ng Boracay.
Noong 2018, itinakda ng
gobyerno ang maximum na
19.215hmstasarasm-ﬁlam

arg namayﬁm 5na
u.ms{aiarmn;
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- Chairman Emeritus of publicly listed Apex Mining) are DENR Secretary Maria Antonio

Dr Walter W. Brown (5th from right) was awarded the Pasasalamat ng Minero by the
Philippine Mine Safety and Environment Association (PMSEA) at the 68th Annual National
Mine Safety and Environment Conference (ANMSEC) for his many contributions to the
mining industry. In photo with Dr Brown, the immediate past president of PMSEA (and

Yulo Loyzaga (4th from right); Ambassador Delia Albert (4th from left), Gerard H. Brimo,
chairman of the board of Nickel Asia and the board of directors of PMSEA (Ito r): itamon T.
Santiago, Annie G. Dee, Angelita |. Lee, Luis R. Sarmiento, ASEAN Eng (incumbent PMSEA
president and Apex Mining president and CEO), Atty Wilfredo G. Moncano, director of

the Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Jeremias L. Dolino and Eulalio B. Austin, Jr (president
and CEO, Philex Mining). The year’s theme of the ANMSEC was Resilience. Reset. Fecovery.
Aside from the ANMSEC, PMSEA'’s pillar programs include the Pusong Minero (coimposed

of emergency response team of mining companies who volunteer to do search andl rescue
missions during calamities) and the PMSEA Botanical Garden (a mini-garden within the
Baguio Botanical Garden that currently has around 1,500 plants). B 4 de s itd
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Resilience. Reset. I(eéovery.

THE 68TH ANNUAL NATIONAL MINE SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT CONFERENCE
CALLS FOR A MORE ROBUST, RESPONSIBLE MINING INDUSTRY

t the frec tige in three — o kaepling the oade alive and
yoars, the Annual Natlonad u idcking. '

Mine Salwty and Environ- The yeudy event is beld
ment Conderenca -3 in cooperadon with tha De-
was held coce mone in ity faumil- HAG  EPreow partment of Envirooment and
iar venue, Baguio City, gather- Natiral Resourcas {DREME) and
1Ny MOTE than, 4,000 N —-— various organizations inclediog
o & minipg continues 10 be o p the Philippine Saclecy of Min-
kny industry eyed to Jamp-start 1 me - ing Bogineers (PSME) and che
sconomb mtivity. a g Chumber of Mines of the Phil-

With che theme , @ ippines .
Reset.  Racovery,” the 6Bth The week-long fate-tn-
ANMSEC pushed for & mots - - . face gathwriogs for dhis yeur's
robust and rewponsible min- évents were sble o contrib
industry. Held o Hevem: v arcusd Prs milion to the
beer, the annual event hat been  ~up. sopM HAY local economyy, ‘tekd PMSEA
quehering corporate LAY And cuswwa poee N I presidens Lowle Sarmisnto.
mining engineers for the past ] S . Tiis It thanks In large part o
&8 years 1o sharme Departmant of Env and Natursl R Secratary Marla Antonia Yulo-Loyzegs the pumber of companbes that
tabty-sound practices and new - delivers her speech during the awards ceremony st the s8th Arrwal participaved in the sctvitles,
Und v Ry dh Nati Mine Safety and Enviranment Confarsnce. - inchudiog the annual Minerals
Oeganized by che Phillpplne  Ferrer of tha National Disss- Indusxy Parsde and the skills

Mint Safety and Environment  ter Risk Reduction and Man- up. PMSEA ks & volunteer orga-  the country'’s gross domnestl  for che gaverusent.

compatition.
Asgoclation (FMSEA), the four-  sgement Council (MDREMC)  nisation that aims to sdwvecate produce through the yean Despite the challenging eno- The more mesningful part
day conference also served vamdsthe kynotsspeschon  for the prattice of Ible With of sub i d

p the ¢ [ .
6 & reunion of sorcy after the  hehadf of the Dagiaromant of tial minersl deposits in area: btovght to the mining indus-  wnd the minera Indus- »
d the arch '

mining.
COVID-1p panderic forced che  National Defense-O(C Serior Mining i« 3 huge industry, ipetage, it re-  try, vadous sector try symposium and the e
wwent o be hald ina virod set-  Uset Josa €. Faustino, contriieing one percent o mains o be a br prosp cond thelr L community  celathons m

APEX MINING ANB ISH SHORE UP
CHAMPIONSHIPS AT THE MINE SAFETY
) FIELD COMPETTFION

Fire axclnguishing & sn Integral BRI pad afl the ather teams in
comparent of Apax Minings safety  the tug oFf peace competition.
Luky R, Sarmbento, ASEAN Eng, Apex Mining prasident snd CEO-seatad, sutrema left) poses with tha men snd pratecols.
e oo B o By O b
Mingral Industry Environmentsd s A, @ tat N I 3 The safety petlti are an exciting tradition of ANMSEC as
Sasted benlge Sarmiento Jre Apex Mini Uidarico Retente (Mine Division panager), Engr. Antonic Asis Jr (Safety -~
Manager) 3nd 15274 Dy Eric s.:n.d-l (lnldmoﬂt Mansper) snd Arvin Trinkdad (Geotagist). ) mining companies faunt the readiness and capabilities of their
Front row, seated on thi stairs are: Ronnie Raje (Ssfety Qfficar), Ricchic Aanjo.(Safacy Qifcar) Haiza Pigkaukan, LMEergency response teams.,

(ivling Plarining Enginaar i1} Atty Floretyn Munaz (AVE, ISRE), Willveds Lanit, Jr (Mine Ares Manager) snd simar Dyblin .

Qparator .o 3 i5 strong finishes in
wsﬁ&:dm:hf:nk seac Marvin Badayos (Sr. UG Shift Supervisor) M ervin Balagot CAAM), Rames Mol Ih?m?:;%wmuﬁh{or&!ng and ISR sacorded "
(Eiwctrical Division Mansger), Robert Waptingan (Clvil works and Engi g Dbiisiod Managers, Julic lf?el»
{Pine Division Mansger), Ferdinand Cabson (Q1 $atety Mansgen, Hamnis Tokedo (Wechanic sl Diviston

APEX

SWEEFS BEST MINES PERSOMALITY AWARDS, AGAINL S 1y

Apex g and 1ty subsidl eat A | Pr ing = B o

Itagon-Suyec B {IS#0). traction C y Award. < -~

won at the Just-concluded 2033 Msagwhile, ISR Ls the win-

Predldential Minera) Industcy oer in the Safest Explomation,

EBovironmentyl Award (PMIBAL, category B N

Best Mining Forwr Comset Apex Mining ilto repeated

(MMFC), and Safety Mines L grand siem fest in 202 asdhe ' .
(SMAYL Apex  Mining pany wins Lo all categed

is the PMIEA Sstectlon Com- of the Best Mines Personallty
Fl A ds: Mr Richie P, RANJo, BESt  15py jg th wiandr In the Safest Exploration, catego- i

des In the und el derground salery indp 1y B. 1 photo are ( to 1) MG B Dir. Wittredo Mon-

mising operation category. R Mr Wilfreds R Lanlt, Jr, best  cane, ISRI's Arvin Trinidad (Gaolugiet) Engr. Robert

is niwe @ runmer-up b both the  underground mioe supsrvison  wagtingan (Civil Warks and Englnesring Division

Safet  Underground lulli;ll.? and, M. fimar A Dublin, b8St  adunsgec), Dr Erlc S. Andal (Resident Manager) and

Oparation Award end the Saf- underground miner. PMSEA prasident Lule &, Sacri ASEAM Eng

L Ll

o ' -

-

Hand mucking: thoveling mucik Inte  Apex Minlng tandam working in
che treine cac ia & tedt of 00g's camplementacy peecizlonin
Luds B Sacmi ASEAN LA St ariur $rce. machine diifing.

No iess than DEMR Secretary Marts Arvonia Yulo Loyzaga, weith PVEIEA, pr
Eng., prisentad the Mines Beet mmmmﬂu::::wmmwulwmmcmmw
o R, Lanit, Jr., Rmar A, Doblin, and Richie P. Raaja
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PMSEA renews commitment to adopt
portion at Baguio’s Botanical Garden

THE AGREEMENT ALSQ EXPANDS THE SCOPE OF THE GARDEN AREA FROM 5,000 $Q.M. TO 2,500 SQ.M.

mining organization the care- . F
taker off the PMSEA Garden for T e
18 yeary at vthe end of the cur- Thdqmdluhhnﬂﬁoﬂs&ﬁ\ d bt & dum of sgresnant for the -
TwOr paftnerahly o 3028 . three'y nd the don of the sres of the PMSEA Park located within
Morce mpoctaady, the new mmwmammmwmmmmcnymmm&mm
MgEretIMnL xpAnds the scopr mmmmmmmmun i 5 ASEAN Eng. CArd fram lef), and ;/
of the garden ares from 5,000 d by sal dmsammudmmammammmmm
s {0 7500 gt Over the Mmdivur Muchlmm(dml’ - . talst of the Mine Safety. Environment
yoars, PMSEA has planted more  and Social _,-oftho“’ and [ To data, the PMSEA has
dan 1§00 plants and some plmmdmnﬂmwoo ] i pluuwnhlnunpomomofﬂundop«d

150 endemic ones within the  seea under the Moﬁ-A-Mpmgrlmof Bogule

- was-themed garden, Toch a3

bunidng and Chriseass camls.

- The displays sl inchide a por-

E wayal of the Nativicy of Jesus

‘biliry co the public, Agaﬁnwﬁd\hlmmﬂn PMSEA Batanical Garden s Aleer thw Chirlétmas season,

The MOA wat sealed by focated inelde the Bagulo Botanicel Garden. the garden i eapecied to be

Eenjamin B. Magalong : the for the igh

and PMSEA president Luls R, munt officer Rbenan Divag, and  pressed his gratiude to the  The PMSEA Botatics! Gar- open to the public from 8 pm.  or Bagulo Flower Festval cal-

Sarmients, ASEAN Eng, whith members of the PMSEA Board orm&onmrulpduhin- dmummm-r.soo undl midnight. ehration that apens on Peb. 1

was witnessed by City Envie  of Directory. Aside from bHght The city goversument had earli
ronmnt and Parks manage- Forhhmmmwu- wild:h:hnwunbtupum mmwmmm thare will also be - afipap Péo

10

g
¥
9
3

RESLIENGE RESETECOVERY, ~_ cuomousmewmesmeraue.

f B .
\7 -

. v X -
&

FROM B2-1

conference, which were
meant i enhance the par-

Including ones for badmin. ) -
ton, bowling. lswn tennls,  The mining exhitit mmbmnofdummmac —_—
and golf. ap,mdlmuwls CAP-John Hay Trade & Cultural Cen- . .
Ducicg  the  even, cial e of Touriem-CAR reglonsl
Sarmiento assured the min- mmwﬂmm
Ing tadustry sakeholdors mttrutplradunﬂllmmdthuthmwmqulpmmandmand

patition with the Mine Safety Fleld C: g 8ix firet aid, fire bri-
fird extinguishing, hand mucking, machine driling, snd tug-aﬁ-puoo

-
Aroundz.smmphw uu parade derwn Session Road 4Nl the way to the Milvin Jones
Ip Wmoclltiom, sbx schools, the 16 reglonal offices of the
Mim 4 Gacac B u and 67
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SOUTHAFRICAN ANDPHILIPPINE =~
MINING INDUSTRIES FACE SIMILAR
" CHALLENGES, ENVOY SAYS

conrribured doghle dighs to the muﬁmwﬁynﬂh& Wﬂmjme that the

'Yl

i
i?-
t

nation's gross domestlc prod-  Afvica’s mining Indusry D change will
Philipplnes and South Afrk-  uct (GDP)L In the post-pandemic Inclodes small-scalé mining  be effectively and effichently - Phllippines @arcinah
ca have 2 1o more {h com-  world, the mining Industry’s con-  whidh is stndlar to the problems  midgaad  tuough d-  Heowbizodwa Radeb hitanazh fers with mining
man_than what meets the tribution grew by more (tan @ encouctered o the Philippines.  ty-based environmental pres- Indwoy sabvart,
<ye. Both the migeral-rich mmwmump- The challenge is for the govern-  ervation and -
nationd share wenllar lopgee  meester of 204, ment 1o try (o rigulste the ops inp hip with the of this yenr compared  op  mining p
and concerns in the mining  South Africa W one of che world's  erations of amuall-scale miners comumMnicieon. to fhw saknk period the yeat be- O ambassador  sabd
Jindustry that’ warrant the  voost Leporane miters of plad- 00 thie the incore will go te the While mins-telated fatal- fore. Thase also manily came akes pure that the contrin
impl of num, dl ‘oﬂql.cﬂl.m*- coffers of the nation, ithes In Souch Africa remain  fromjllegsl mining sctivides.  don of mining o the ove
srategier to sustuin the vl ganess, thdom, and ursnlgm. The Scuth African gov-  higher then deyimble, -Nemh ke Philippless, Scuth  growth and developmens
brancy of the ssctor In the - However, soclal, and the mining com-  jrenche said che Sgute 1o down  Afrka 0 also pushing for re-  the counay can be enjoywd
bty Tan. enviroomenial, and politieal is-  pankes, she 3aid, are by 39 pervent during the Arst spamfie mining smong the ANy MO YORE O COME.
This s what South Alfci- . . .

can Ambassador te the Phil-
ippines Bartinah .-
dwa  Radebs-Neohiterahn

during ber talk

to the Phillppines
Bartinah

ANUBGET OF
AHSER STORY

The Norfolk tres an Session
MwuwwMﬂ

on Mov, 4, 2009 and the .
Frsirs of the lata Begule clty .
mayer, the Hon, Aforss A, L4

(represantad by
than councier Tony Boy
Tabora) to commemorats

i rejovenated Swery year,
aa part of the sctivities of
ANMSEC,
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IN CLAVER, MINING AND
ECO-TOURISM CO-EXIST
IN PERFECT HARMONY
el W js/i| COMMUNITY RELA’

ﬂu;is Tiue even in towns

with sbundant mineral re-

sources, such as Clwver in NFERENCE 2(
Surigat del Morte. Over the .

years, its local adminjstradien
has defied the widespread
misconception thar the ex-
traction and development of
patural resources harm the
envirghument. |

Mining bas been the mu-
nicipatiry’s primary source
of Income far years, belping
Claver advance from & sixth-
class local government unit
In 2001 1o 2 second-clats mu-
nlclpality cecemtly.

Further putting ©0 rest
misguided beliefs, Claver
was also awarded the cover-
ed Seal of Good Logal Gov-
ernance (SGLG) in 2006, 2017,
and 202, thanks in pare to ita
excellent efforty In prezerv-  Mavor Georgls Goklanghee
g and protecting its natural  serves at one of the résource

N Ho b than DENR §- ¥ Maria A i Yulo-1
1A Ay iRl awerded the winners of the Mine's Best Parsonskitias Award.
* Inphote, it Rache! 8. pingkisn of TVIRDI-Ealabag, winner of
baat mine supervisor In the surfsce category.

wrct Ce . R

Anvironment, persons. 1
A Major touriet arraction PISEA president Luis A, Seeml Claver Mayor Georgle : .
in the municipalicy is sn islet ) klanghea, and Amb dor Delia Albert. PMSEA presidant Lus RS i DENR w
thacalas werves asa p and Envt Association Marla Antoria Yuto- -Loyzaga, and Minas snd Gooadeno«
world-class dive site near a  (PMSEA]L held recently in Ba- . M . Buresu Director Witfredo G. Moncano -

marine protected area and 4 guio City, Gokiangkee empha-  slckel mine sites, which seems Under the local gov-
mmsite.accordln;toc:llm sized that Chm onlr sup- o contyadict the common per-  ernmend’s enviconment

Mayer Georgi potts ptlon thit mining sctivith code, minin N PRESIDENTIAL MINERAL INDUSTRY
Speaking at i oot P aieera claver 18- also potiute the tand and bodies of wre mandated ™ adopt ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD
nity Relationy Conference of known for it pristiog, white-  water within it areas of opera- and  maintain  mscine W e W
the Philippine Ming Safety sand beaches [ocated near don protected areas to help
s Sustsin the good sare of | oot | swmewsimenne | nana |
the eovironmwent within ey M e
the tocaiity, athde from v W, i i |
thels contributions to __....,.""",.;.1‘.',“’“""“:".." ...
reforestadon and other T Aussiren D vblapmant AL, bu. - Pt
envitonmenta) - preser- e e T et i
vation and protection e tiamen o
mxmﬁtm govem- R -t e LY.
T " L
Because of the slg- Curberan it Corpar e A
nificant incresse In the - - e b kel Comperaonn AT
town's ocal fevenues - T T e T O
triggered by the opera- [ i Commt ik Wplihig bisimros, it - Tevmtd LT
viom of thre nickel mines I Py (e
And a mineral processing fayle Cos namdn_ LT T
plant, Gokianghkee said o [ oy | anwsa
that have nor been [ Rt Gareant § oo beasrdg, I ol | atai_ |
dnpenmt on H¥ Inter- = Mh“&':'ﬁw"—mw“ i 'f‘.?.‘l.”"..'.'*
nal Revenue Allorment - “| |
(IRA} from che nadonal ot
- goveroment.
Ies tovally genwrat-
ed revenues are roughly
three thmes higher {PSoo

milllon) than what It

gers from the omdonal

government (Pasa mils

fion). This means that

] restdents receive mare
beneflts from the LGU.

Gokiallgkn tatd that

her adl mnade

sure chat mining compa-

. ties supporced their host

communities by invest-

Ing in the basic needs

of peopie and heiplng

to premote sustainable | "
aources of livelihood | - T
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Bilibid digging
a case of ﬂlegal

§ INMA'I’ES at the Ncw Bﬁibnd
Prison (NBP) complex in Muntin-
lupa City have been engaged in
illegal quarrying, Corrections act-
ing chief Gregorio Catapang said
yesterday quoting & report of the

ent of Environment and
Natural Resources’ (DENR).
- Catapang said charges are being
mdwdsyﬂieﬁum of Correc-
tions (BuCor) against those behind
the unauthorized excavation.

“T will submit a final report to
the secretary of Justice that the
DENR has declared that this is
a case of illegal quarrying, and

_ file complaints or cases
ngamat ‘those who extracted it or
who wﬁmﬁmd the extraction of
this” Ca told radio DZBB,

The rmmattachedﬂgmcy
of the DOJ.

Asked if suspended BuCor chief
GualdBaumgwiﬂbechmged Cat-
apang said it is possible he would
be included in the complaints.

“Puwede po siya makasuhan.
Anyway, inadmit naman nila na
hinukay talaga nila ‘yan kaya kilala
natin sino ang sasampahan ng kaso
(He can be charged. Anyway, they
have already admitted they were

behind the excavation that’s why

we knew who would be included
in the complaints),” he said.
Bantag earlier said no govern-
ment funds was used for the
cmvﬂ‘ion but was supposcd}y

SeeBIL[B[D)'PngeBZ

BILIBID-

funded by the Agua Tierra Oro
Mina Development Corporation
(ATOM).

The excavation, Bantag has said,
was made for the construction of a
swimming pool which will be used
for a scuba diving and water search
and rescue training for BuCor
personnel.

The excavation covered an area
of around four hectares, with the
deepest part about 30 meters in
height.

Bantag said BuCor entered into
a joint venture agreement with
ATOM under which the latter
would donate 234 hectares of its
land in Nueva Ecija to the agency
and put up buildings to house the
NBP’s over 28,000 inmates.

In return, BuCor will give

ATOM the right to develop the

NBP reservatcn area il'm:a a resi-
dental, commercial, and industrial
area.

The BuCor headqu*rtcrs and
the NBP maxirnum, m#djum, and
minimum prison facilities currently
occupy arourd 254 hectrares of
the complex, while anpther 190
hectares is being utlized for social
housing projects of BuCor and
DO]J employees and %e Muntin-
lupa City govenment. The rest are
used for BuCor -supervlﬂed farms
or are occupied by informal settlers.

However, J.lStiCE Snrretar\ Je-
sus Crispin Remulla said Bantag
previously told him the digging
was meant to look for the alleged
Yamashita treasure, which has been
denied by the latrer.

Remulla’s predecessor and now
Solicitor General Menardo Gue-
wvarra said he wzs not informed of
the project.
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INANUNSYO niton g
Huwebes ng Department of

Environment and Natural

. Resources ang
sa New Bilibi
. (NBP) na illegal quarrying.
_ Sinabi ni Bureau of Cor-
rections (BuCor) officer-
in-charge Gregorio Cata-
' pang, n na silang

ng kaso laban sa

- mga responsable rito.
.~ Ayon kay Catapang,

idineklarang
paghuhukay sa

mpwﬂmm ito ng final
~ report Department of

Justice Secretary Jesus

wkay  Crispin’ Remulla na ang
Prison

aktibidad ay illegal quar-
rying at. sila ng

-mga reklamo laban sa mga
sangkot dito.

y mga umamln na-

man umanong y nila

ang naturang at kilala

raw nila kung kanino nila

ifa-file ang kaso. &

i 4

NBP_compound
ay para sa scuba diving pool
na pinondohan ng Agua
" Tierra (;.rg&l\iﬂ}mn Develop-
ment (A Corpomuou

'Sinabi naman mi ATOM
president Virgilio Bote na
nag-withdraw na ito sa na-
turang deal na pinasok nila
nonng fmuahon ng panu-

ni Bantag.
l’amble naman wmanong

CARTOON
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8 LGUs cited for Manila
Bay rehab, pr-eservaticm

INTERIOR and Local
Gwemment Secretary

Benjamin “Benhur” Ab-
alos Jr. recognized eight
localities for their out-
standing contribution in
the ambitious Manila

(LGUs) with the presti-

! L !heselo-J ek
cal government units

say,ltlst!mmportamebf

with na-
- ture:! 'wehavemade
strxdes in this develop-
- ment, what is important
iawe have this gaal ¢a‘

! ‘mﬂlecabgy‘ he added.

mzx the MBAI
mmm)mlg
 layaan (. :

gious: MANILA BAYani (L

- Awards and Incentives |
" (MBAI), Abalos told the Na

rempienB that “there’s

SW'
en w:g i
themmme&mglwouki

- ‘.-‘--i

of June 2022. -

rograms,
Ecl‘:?nhes ([}E‘As] sermg
toincrease thecompliance
of the LGUs with th2 Ma-
nila Bay Clean-up, Reha-
bilitation, and erva-

-ﬁngmmﬂdBCF!PF)

forservice ents.
‘The MBAI ‘Award
aims to mcenhwze 1LGUs

and recognize theirexem-

 plary performance i1 ad-
+ vancing effective waste.

management, uplifti
the welfare, aa?-t?y, &

hmlgcmldmmﬁpfuﬂﬁﬁ.
mal settler: Fannlies and

m g théu‘ institutional
, all of which
contribute to H;gz”mha bili-

| m@caungﬂslqvq{)feuu-'
: from 92 mﬂﬁm most

lenymbpr wo'
10(1:111}

mdhmem(
coliform inthe

Marula Bay waters in
2019, it decreased to only
1.8 millionmpn/100mi 5

S

ﬁlﬁhﬁ’}
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Economlc boom seen

=
EU-ASEAN SUMMIT — European Council
President Charles Michel (left) stands next
to Republic of the Philippines' President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (center) shaking hands
with President of the European Commission
Ursula von der Leyen (right) with EU and
ASEAN fiags in the background as they attend
the EU-ASEAN Summit at the European Council
headquarters in Brussels on Dec. 14, 2022. EU
leaders met their counterparts from Southeast
Asia for the summit in Brussels on Wednesday,
looking to bolster ties in the face of the war in
Ukraine and challenges from China. (AFP)
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: ive incentives. ASEAN Business Council corti ional EU-
Economic boom seen 14 g st o g o o e
] ; of foreign ownership restrictions on ~ ASEAN’s regional economic irtegra- (E-READI)
sat down with European companies Agro-logistics at Clark undertakings aimed at harnessing tion and post-pandemic econamic ® EU-ASEAN Cooper:tion on
Unilever, Clc_aa, Acciona, and SEM- French firm SEMMARIS expressed renewable sources of energy that had  recovery efforts. Sustainable Use of "eatland
MARIS to discuss current invest- its intention to develop agro-logistics been previously been capped at 40 “We do this through its initiatives and Haze Mitigation (SUPA)
ments and expansion plans in the  in New Clark City by building a whole-  percent. and valuzble insights, which have been ¢ Biodiversity Conservation and
Philippines, Malacafiang said on  sale market for fresh products, withan ~ Marcos said forging strong part-  useful towards the prioritizalicn of Management of Prctected
Thursday, Dec. 15, mdﬁdmfmdmlymd nerships is one of the centerpieces of  initiatives targeting the ASEAIN": re- Areas in ASEAN (BCAMP)
} ue . the administration’s policies i ional economic in ion. Tt [ I 1 in En-
P4.7-B Unilever  Benoit Juster, SEMMARIS execu- more on public-private pﬁﬂm.fomﬁ an;lU-ASEAN hﬁ?mzﬁ hannnnm: Jd'lf i‘?ai::cr' :LEEHA
investment tive director, said the hub also seeks (PPPs), joint ventures, and all kinds Work Program we hope to coatinue Center and ASEAN | mergen-
Multinational consumer goods to promote local production with fair of tie-ups to encourage investmentin this momentum for 2023 and bevond,” cy Response Mechznism (EU
company Unilever committed prices to farmers and lower prices for the Philippines. he said. ' Support to AHA Cent le;]
£4,.7-billiore inv_estmmt a_s.it gears consumers, to improve IPgisﬁu,unf!m The chief executive also expressed @ EU-ASEAN Migraticn and
toward automating and digitalizing  decrease traffic congestion in Manila. Marcos lauded his appreciation to the EU-/SEAN Border Managemen: Program
its operations in the country. He believes the agro-logistics hub European businessmen were im-  Business Council for its continued Phase 11
Unilever officials, led by its global  wouldalso boost cooperation with Ma-  pressed with President Marcos' for  support and engagement to ASEAN, “We appreciate the Eil, the EU
business group president Matt Close, nila regarding food safety and security. ~“soldiering on” the summit between  from the sectoral bodies up vo the * memjber states, and the £ financial
:il;w the d;:mlﬁbﬁlmminm A relatively new interdisciplinary ~ the EU-ASEAN summits. leaders’ level instifutions—in short Tear Europe—
- p;m company's commitmentto field in the agricultural sector, agro-  Florian Gottein, executive director ~ “With the participation of /SEAN  for the combined respon:s of over
e Philippines, which they consider  logistics includes the management of ~of the European Chamber of Com- - members in mega trade deals sichas  EUR 800 million to fight 1 e health
one of Unilever's most important  supply chains of agricultural products merce in the Philippines (ECCP), said  the Regional Comprehensive Ecoaomic  social, and economic mpact of the
locations for investments. and raw materials from production to  European businessmen commended  Partnership (RCEP) and the Coinpre-  corogavi demj‘ch-ig\ﬂ“tﬂe
President Marcos thanked the delivery to the consumer. Marcos, who described the summitasa  hensive and Progressive Agrecmient  Presid :mdm N i
company for its strong commitment It aims to combine agricultural “much-needed " betweenthe for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CITPP), os further said the Summit
wﬂlel;lhﬂlmnﬁ ,sayingthatoverthe  production, marketing, management, two regional blocs and acknowledged  we are well-positioned to accelerate  “imbued all of us as ASEA' and EU
years, it's good to see that Unileveris  and logistics. theimportance of the EU asa radeand  intra-regional trade and growrh,”  leadeys alike with 2 sense . renewed
continuing with that trend. Juster said the company has already  investment partner to ASEAN, said Marcos. commitment to continue turturin
! jumnpstarted the work in Clark. “European business leaders reacted and expanding our unigue | JnSF.&g
PL5eBshipyarddev't “InClark, we have carried out feasi~ ~ very positively on President Ferdinand ~ Progress toward connectivity ~ part rshipﬂsin varlo?ls areas amid
In a separate meeting, French bility studies, sowe have a masterplan, Marcos Jrs speech during a C-Suite  Meanwhile, President Marccs de-  “the fnyriad challenges.” _
shipbuilding firm OCEA S.A. re-  wehavetheestimationof thecostofthe Luncheon with European Business scribed the recent milestonesackieved 1 pm particularly ple-sed this
newed its commitment toits planned  works. And so, we can start quickly in  Leaders before the 10th EU-ASEAN by the ASEAN and EU as a “clear step  landtfiark EU-ASEAN Comm-morative
P1.5-billion shipyard developmentin  Clark," he shared. Business Summit in which he called  forward to promote connectivity.” mihit was shepherded 1o cnclusion
the country. The hub would guarantee food for more European investmentsinthe * Malacafiang said the President ata time when the Philippis s served
According to the French firm, the  safety and security for Filipinos. Philippines as well as asked for more  made this remark when he delivered s cognt coondinator f-'u]-j; I-ASEAN
planned investment will create 500 “The hub also seeks to promote lo-  support from Europe on climate action = a speech as country coordinator of the  Dialogue Relations od the: the ad
to 600 direct and indirect jobs in  cal production with fair pricestofarm-  issues,” Gottein said in a statement. | EU-ASEAN Commemorative Suririt. AS&N—EU;;ia?Lne? s State-
the Philippines. It plans to build 15 ers and lower prices for consumers,  ECCPisabilatealforeignchamber  He said this year marked several _ mentlis rflectve of the broad nature
:;[sm;g{' boats for several mar-  improve logistics and decrease traffic that promotes European interests in  milestones between the two regicnal  of ou relations and shows ¢ =r com-
—maritime safety and security, ~congestion in Manila,” Juster said. the Philippines as well as Philippine = blocs, citing the adoption of the plan  mitments from both sides 1o further
mwn'.md ﬁﬂ_:":l:' ¢ i MFW“mm.ﬂum}tjhasﬂwm- interests in Europe. of action to implement the EU-ASEAN  enharlce our relations, he 52 4,
o o;“‘mmhm“d::d i hu!::s y“imﬁﬂﬁ Ro;:l?de l{:demmtm! Cllzf:;inu Strategic Partnership fcr 2023-2027 reos also took great pridein the
: 4 sellers -prod- olfo sai European leaders in August. ippines' :
sources (BFAR) to carry out a project  ucts both locally and in the Southeast  were impress:?ip that tﬁ President 'u'ig':shave also signed the werld's frl;m : Im:ﬁ ok
aimed at assisting Filipino fisherfolk Asian region.” “valiantly and herolcally soldieredon.™  first bloc-to-bloc air servi k i gegdbon
in enhancing their operations and SEMMARIS is 2 semi-public ~om~ “Hindi ponanggagaling saatin ‘to, . ment, the EU ASEANW cs;rwmmagﬁ; pos :mk g
i . ] ] I ¥ part:
promote sustainable fishing. pany managing the Rungis I | ema-  pero galing mismo doon samga (This ~ Air Transport Agreement, inOctoser,”  He thanked all the ASEA'! and EU
i tional Market, the principal market did not come from us but from the)  he noted. member states for their supoort and
m,mﬂm‘ energy i of Paris European huslnessmm&;rhey were The chief executive said both raile-  coopefation “as we chart nev pathsto
Acciona glnlbalgroup because Presid i E . I in."
develops and manages sustainable  Investment-friendly policies mvalianwﬂmhmiﬂilymldkredu?'f ﬂiﬁﬁfﬁ"ﬁ?ﬁ? o g o
infrastructure solutions, vowed to in- “I think that we have a good 0p-  Rodolfo said. " the pusltmd econvg;cnm“ D: fmm courdinalur[ shnoReseirs
vest in the country’s renewable energy  portunity with some of thepolicymea-  “Lahat po ng mga meeting niya ~ our region.” sl ilip ?;ﬁi?rﬁ:;;;ﬁg{e . :L}a;ﬁe
“Ft;ﬂf» This is timely as it coincides ~sures that have been taken from the with the businessmen, pinuntahan  Marcos also cited the continved  tain syccessful and vi:i:::'rjll ;;gﬂm:;
" maf:lrfdneofmewpercem eq-  previous administration and some of  niya ho kahithowalana siyangboses,  strengthening of cooperation betvieen  betwedn ous regions, ind 1 & ways the
tycapfor foreign irms in renewable - the polcy changes that we have made  talagang piniic niya ho mabigay yung  the two regions during the pandemc  case, We are tranger togethe:
energy projects, particularly those for at the beginning of this administra- mensahe niya (He attended all the through the following mechanistis: o e
the solar and offshore wind sectors.  tion,"” Marcos said. meetings with businessmen despite } x5 Lhemﬂmeﬂident B
Accionaofficals, ed by ts chair- The legislatons and policy deci- losing s voice). Sabi nya (He sad), o pmatiuigaton | Hepto SRRt Klad
man Jose Manuel Entrecanales, are sions the Presiden t was referring to  the hmmmmaf::h . ?upporlfmmtheEUPius he P qanpdiizur[mmﬂer.:qnqas
also looking at mak 5. “Indiaie the messages me ARISE+) the Philippines continues to g side the
also lo 2t making Manila Corporate Recovery and  as the President of the Philippines, @ EU Support to Higher Edu i i
its main hub i the Southeast Asian Tax Incentives for Enterprises (CRE-  inviting thenvestors,” Rodolfoadded R B e e
fegion. ATE) Law, which allows companies to In his speech, Marcos said the EU- SHARE) , i0) el
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Developmg natwns demand more

h 3 ]

money at

THE thorny issue of how much mgney wealthy
countries are willing to pony up to protect
the world’s remaining biodiversity took center
stage Wednesday (Thursday in Manila) at UN
talks in Montreal aimed at creating a “peace
pact with nature.”

At stake is the future of the planet and
whether humanity can roll back habitat destruc-
tion, pollution, and the climate crisis, which are
driving the sixth mass extinction of plant and
animal species.

UN b’wdzverszty talks

The GBF is a new financial instrument sought
by low-income nations to help them, for ex-
ample, establish marine or terrestrial protected
areas and implement biodiversity action plans.

A long pause in technical talks on other items
was resolved after China, the chair, held an hours-
long meeting of the heads of delegations Wednes-
day, though the finance issue isn't yet settled,

“Qur territories are home to most of the
biological diversity of the world," said a state-
ment by Brazil, which added existing financing

Financial flows from the Global North to Sou 1
fot biodiversity ar: currently Lstime«ted at arourid
§10 billion annually.

Wealthy nations say they
existing financial mechanism
private-sector funding.

The deterioration in dialogue came on the
eve of the high-levil phase of negotiations
involving the environment ministers of the 196
members at the N ontreal summit, called (071"
which began on December 7 gnd is set to run to

ould rather refori|
and leverage more

Negotiators worked late into fhe night Tues- mechanisms were not up to the task. December 19.
day, but “the atmosphere deteriorated when the Brazil, which also spoke onbehalfofsome  “Thewalkout that happened last night s a sigr al
group discussing concepts, in fnrtl other developing countries, including tli.e.-nim ' of a pivotal moment in the negotiations that we
the global biodiversity fund (GBF) proposal,”sa id Group, added that the new fund should provide needed,” Masha Kalinina of The Pew Charitable

UN spokesman David Ainsworth, leading to a

walkout by developing nations, until 2030.

‘tion, especially as"the leaders am&mﬂng todayand - withminctlon. a third of the world's landmass.

tomorrow. So we are waiting with bated breath.”
Brian 0’Donnell, director of the Campaign

for Nature, told reporters: “If we want to find -

“a source for increased finance for bindiversity,

“it's simple: let's place a windfall tax on those '

companies that have driven biodiversity loss

- — primarily the oil and gas mmpanmsand the el

“mining companies.”
" “Have you no shame?"

The talks have more than 20 largets including.

a cornerstone pledge to protect 30 percent of the

world’s land and seas by 2030, eliminating harm- |

ful fishing and aéticullyre subsidies, tackling

invasive species, and reducing pesticides. .

Science shows that time is running out. .
An estimated million species are threatened

$100 billion yearly, or one percent of global GDP,

|\ destroying marine

Trusts told Agence France-Presse (AFP).
“It draws important attentifn to this negotia-

is degraded, comprising the productivity of
soil, while pol_lutmE and the climate crisis are
cosystems.

Beyend the murat implications, there is the ques-

' tion of self-interest: $44 trillion of economic valuz
generation — more than half the worlds total G)P-
—= is dependent on nature and its services.

‘But the summit has failed to garner the same
level of attention as a UN climate summit held
in Egypt in November, which brought together
more than'a hundred world leaders,

The meeting is being held in Canada but ‘
chaired by China, which declined to host becaise
nfltsst;:ct(om rules. .

The only world leader in attentlance is
Canada’s Prime MnmsterJustin Trudeau.

AFP
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NAC's dedicated environmentalists, representing the mining corporation’s subsidiaries, flashing the “OneNAC" sign

ICKEL Asia  Corp. (NAC)
N Environmental teams,® with
representatives from all of its
subsidiaries, got together for the first
time as a group in Surigao del Norte

to map their corporate direction for

2023 and to dissect and absorb the
new environmental law issued by the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) early this year.

The Department  Administrative
Order (DAO 2022-04) issued last March
mandates all mining companies to

incorporate the principlés and processes

of biodiversity assessment and ecological
protection right before the start of actual
mining operation and not only during
rehabilitation proceedings that continue

i!n‘!

pre-mining status that wﬂl serv'e as the

~very interesting

up to end of mine life.
What is common understanding
is that biodiversity assessment and

environmental safeguards happen only
during progressive rehabilitation when
intensive mining operations begin.

The new DAO ensures that all adequate
measures for responsible mining towards
biodiversity conservation and protection
get focused as early as during planning.

- Engr.  Remedios Collado-Camo,
NAC AVP for Industrial Safety/OIC,
Environment Sector, notes that one
ion in the DAO
is the mandate to establish a “Reference
Ecosystem," which, according to the law, is

“the original state of the ecosystem during

# itls not nwpon sible

 bats for biodive sity
n ent, ecologlcal protection

guidin z image ¢r model for e osystem

restorition or rehabilitation”.

Cano explains that the "I cference
Ecosystem” is ajsmall part o md duly
preserrd to pmsent how the area
looked like befare mining dis 1rbam_:g.
This piece of_land referre’ to @s
“Refererice Ecosystem” will the become

the gude and the pattern to ¢ Jllow on
how to responsi lyrehabt‘f te _heland
afterminmgas rdered by | :

. “It is no longer a}mu just to
'be_autify mined-put areas alte rmnmg
but to restore the land to 'ts original

form anul the DAO will guide u: on how
to eﬂ‘ectwe!y dojour job to ach =ve that
statxe, {urthers Camo.

. The new DAO will put e nphasis
on the p_mtecu and conserv itionjof

native zrdendemicspecies, ma: imizing
1!# pntermals, efficiently br ng back
the fmamt, as clpse as possbl, to its
mt:gma?ipnn ber mining,

Camc says (the DAO w il help
streaml nie all that the FEnvicor mental
Groups 1:NACha abeen doir g« ncethe .
beginnii1gand th e processes vl I nowbe
more ef ‘ective ar - Appreciat ed hecause
DENR GW- nas p‘!’O\ﬂm\ a etaﬂed
gl.tldl! on biodiversity asse nﬁnt,

prbtactiman& lmnah h.
ttedto

_ help navigate he enhre team 1 lrou'Qa

this BEU\_E:])B_NR biodiversity ass¢ ;sment
which, she says, is the backlone of

a,u of NA(C’s ope ations and the core
of the inining |company's bsiness
- processes and stiategies. The nantra
of respoasible mining is bringi g back”
what ware disturbed to it< « riginal

" condition or ever] better
|"As our President and CZ0, Jennis
Zamora, always says =it is not i ningif

,Camo relay:. ®
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C rules gov't loan fc

By Rey E. Requejo

THE Supreme Court has declared as
“valid and not unconstitutional” the
controversial $62.08 million and the
$211.21 million loans secured by the
Philippine government from the Ex-
port-Import Bank of China in 2018 to
bankroll, respectively, the construction
of 'the Chico River Pump l'.mganon-

STORY STORY

B2=16-22

DATE

or Kaliwa Dam legal

ficiently complied with the applicable
procurement laws and conform with
the pertinent prov:swns of the Consti-
tution,” the SC held, in ruling for the
validity and constitutionality of the two
projects.

. “Wherefore, the consolidated peti-
tions for prohibition in G.R. Nos. 24598
1 and 246594 are denied. The Court de-
clares valid and not unconstitutional the

project and the Kaliwa Dam project. Preferential Buyer’s Credit Loan
“The Loan Agreements have suf- I { Next page
From Al

Agreement on The Chico River Pump
Irrigation Project and the Preferential
Buyer’s Credit Loan Agreement on The
New Centennial Water Source-Kaliwa
Dam Project,” the SC declared in the
decision penned by Associate Justice
Jhosep Y. Lopez.

The SC resolved to dismiss the peti-
tions filed by the then Makabayan Bloc
in Congress composed of Neri J. Col-
menares, Carlos Isagani T. Zarate, Ariel
B. Casilao, Emerenciana A. De Jesus,
Arlene D. Brosas, Sarah Jane 1. Elago,
Danilo H. Ramos and Elma A. Tuazon.

Named respondents were former gov-
emment officials led by then President
Rodrigo R. Duterte, who was deleted as
respondent in the petitions on account of
his presidential immunity from suit, and
then Executive Secretary Salvador C.
| Medialdea.

Colmenares and other petitioners ar-
gued that the assailed loan agreements
were invalid for violations of various
constitutional mandates particularly the
failure to secure the needed Monetary
Board concurrence, in bypassing quali-
fied Filipinos in favor of foreign project
contractors, and for containing stipula-
tions that defeat the State’s pursuit of an
independent foreign policy.

The $62.08 million loan for the Chico
River Irrigation project was executed on
April 10, 2018 between EXIM Bank and
the Philippine government through the
Department of Finance. Through Reso-
lution No. 813 dated May 17, 2018, the
MB gave its final approval to the loan
agreement. (See full story online at ma-
nilastandard.net)




ol

AND STORY STORY

_l‘_ INITIATIVES
,_,,-' SERVICE I S 2
—— THRUTH SHALL PHEVAIL 02 ~16~-9 2

PAGE LOWER

§a5‘mﬂﬁlc THE criLiepine C_] g([: i
COMMUNICATION T n UFPER E1 | BANNER EDITORIAL CARTOON

TITLE : PAGE DATE

chmese loan deals for rivér
- dam proiects.legal - $C

By uluL JAYSON ssnuu.os “Court, “In view of the foregomg dis-
Ina deczsan xeleassed last Dec. quisitions, petitioners have failed
The PlS-blen loan agree- 9, the SC said the twin petitions  to present any g issue
ments between the Philippine filed y the Makaba;)mn bloc in to warrant the ntdﬂg#onn of the
aChinesebankto 2019 to present compelling CRPIP and NCWS Loan Agree-
finance the Chico River Pump Ir- issues that might have convinced ments, or any of its clauses,” the
mngahon and Kaliwmpr%eds ’Eheh;ghmurtton the CRPIP SC wrote. Aisa
: ' andnot Riy ‘_)mc!N* (Kahwa- ““Also the Court cannot sustair
mﬁtﬂﬁmﬂl byﬂ'lﬁS&prenfe Dam)._ AoY (e 'mmmPagaB

ereon is understoo. asa
éfadmmc I.t‘lOIl

tently recognzze(i
am,fl enforceable.
ental principles,
rally consirue

adopting the in- |

contractors andthe ot .
nancing under LoanAgreements arly, i cts with a forei
areouts:dethe DL _ewoflthe at, th have gener algl?
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& Smfe Sierra Madre stop . Kallwa Dam

os. Baﬂos. Laguna—The Sierra Madte

 has been increasin,

_mountam range is one of the most im-

pelago, spanning over 500 kilometers
and 10 provinces, encompassing over 60
protected areas, and hosting a wide range of
endemic flora and fauna, from pitcher plants
like Nepenthes barcelonae, to rare birds like
the Philippine eagle-owl (Bubo ﬂhﬂippensis).

As a mountaineer, I have had the privilege
of doing various hikes in the Sierra Madre, in-
cluding the 1,940-meter Mt. Bintuod in Nue-
va Vizcaya (possibly the highest peak in the
range), the 1,887-meter Mt, Mingan in Auro-
ra (we had to brave thorny pandan slopes to
reach its peak), the 1,168-meter Cagua Vol-
cano in Cagayan (where I very nearly fell on
a boiling fumarole), the 1,750-meter Mt. Ke-
malugong in Nueva Ecija (with its unexpect-
ed pine forest), and the 1,448*meter Mt. Irid
in Rizal (with its incredible limestone forma-
tions). All these hikes taught me the beauty
of the range and its s
environmental, economic—to the local com-
munities and the country itself. ,

Thankfully, the role of the Sierra Madre
‘recognized in recent
years, particularly in shielding the rest of
Luzon from typhoons. In 2012, then Presi-
dent P-Noy proclaimed Sept. 26—the day
Typhoon “Ondoy” made landfall thr_ee years
prior—as “Save Sierra Madre Day.” Coinci-
dentally, the same day this year marked the
arrival of Typhoon “Kardmg, serving as yet
another compelling reminder of the moun-
tain range’s protective role.

The Sierra Madre, indeed, has been protect-
ing us for centuries, not just from typhoons but
from ecological disasters—which is probably
why, in Ilocano and other Filipino languages,
“bantay” means mountain. The question is:

‘What are doing to protect the range?

This vast and majestic range is just as

'[}I.‘CSSWP geographic features in our ar-

GIDEON

needful of protection as ourselves, if not more
so. For centuries, the Sierra Madre has been
subjected to destruction in human hands. The
Marcos dictatorship was particularly disas-
trous for the range: Hundreds of thousands
of hectares of forest land were given to cro-
nies as “concessions” as part of wha: Robin
Broad (1995) calls 'plunder economy.” Even
today, illegal logging continues in the range;
there were times when, even as I was trekking

i through the forest, I could hear the sound of

chainsaws destroying it tree by tree. .
This brings me 1o our most urgent task:
‘We need to stop destructive projects and
activities that threaten the range. News
just this week that the Kaliwa Dam project
will push through after all is very distress-
ing; it is incredulous to think that after
years of vigorous opposition, the Dumagat
and Remontado communities will give free
and informed consent to a project that will
displace them from their ancestral lands,
especially with the existence of viable al-
ternatives that can meet Metro Manila's
water demands (a concern I do not dismiss)
without the same environmental and socio-
cultural impact. Aside from this megaproj-
ect, logging, land-grabbing, quarrying, and
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menr.al activists. and mdisenous peoples who
speak out against these destructive projects—
and c:-m-y nut vital cnviroamental wprk. Alas,

NWM

Meanwhile, w'e should ppon: the scien-
tists and. researchers whose ‘works—just like
the great LeohardC&J before them—bring us

pogt,cllmve restﬁgl:eda%oesg even the parts

of the range closest to M _,A_,-;__Mam,la-—imsad,
contrast to many- oun wh
can go outd
ofa nande,mic
doors, the Sierra Madre—aa.ad ol'.har green
spaces in the coum:ry— physi

calandmentalh&alth mfnsneringanap-
preciation of our interconnectedness with
nature. Parks like Masungi Georeserve have
fulfilled this role, bum:hgy need to be pro-
tected, promoted, and prop:

All of the abovewillrequire a recognition
that the Sierra Madre can keep protecting us
ﬁandonlyifv;e pmtectit,tpo ‘We can keep

saying “thank you” to the Sierra Madre range
whgnevexit savesusfrwntyphmnsm
floods, but the only wa;r!_:qtru}.y and mean-
ingfully express our gratitude is to protect it
fmm desl;tuctive pm like Kaliwa Dam.

glagco@smutrer,comph I
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By REY G. PANALIGAN

he Supreme Court (5C) has
declared “valid and not
uncenstitutional” the $62.08

. million and the $211.21
million loans secured by the Philippine
“government from the Export-Import
{EXIM) Bank of China in 2018 to
-finance, respectively, the Chico River
Pump Irrigation project and the Kaliwa

t on The Chico River Pump
Irrigation Project and the Pref

E‘ilip:uns in E-wor of

No hanky-panky in $273-M China

SC declares loan agreements for Chico River Irrigation, Kaliwa Dam projects as valid

igr project

{n-penci Sep!.::8, 2018
"}'eesolu.tonhtu 158.

Buyer's Credit Loan Agreement on The
New Centennial Water Source- Kaliwa
Dam Project.” '

Dismissed by the SC were the pe-
titions filed by the then

clares valid and not unconstituticnal
the Preferential Bwlr 's Credit I.mn

Dam project. Danilo H. Ramos, and Elma A Tuazan.

= Ina full court decision, the SC has Nmed respondents were for-
d that have officials led by then

sumﬁmtlymmplhdwhh Ihelpphn F:u‘ldml Rodrigo R. Duterte, who was

ble proc deleted as respondent Inttwpem.lom

with the perd.mm pw?islm of the mmun!nfhupm!dmllﬂlmmu

Fhilippine constitution. ty from - and

“Wherefore, thec lidated peti-  th utive secretary.

tions for prohibition in G.R. Nos. 24598 Colmenares and hlsmclalmeﬁ

lan‘:emsqr.mdmhd ';wm'lndtlusc ;unhcloan agreements were invalid

in i r violati £

Justice Jhosep Y. Lopez. “Thecourtde-  mandates, particularly the failure to se-

cure the needed Monetary Board (MB)

concurrence, ln bypaning qunli.ﬂed

dmmaefeal: the State’ spmmitof
an independent foreign policy.

The $62.08 million loan for the
Chico River Irrigation project was ex-
ecuted on April 10, 2018 between EXIM
Bank and the government
through the Department ol’ Finance.
‘Through Resolution
No. 813dated May17,
2018, the MB gave its
final approval to the
loan

For the §211.21
million loan for the
Kallwa Dam proj-
ect, the MB gave its
final approval on June 6, 2019 under
Resolution No. 854
« Inresolving the issues raised in the
two petitions, the SC said:

"Regarding the CRPIP (Chico River)
loan agreement, on Feb. 1, 2018, the DOF
ﬂrquen.ed the MB for the issuance of

"Negodatlms ensued and on Nov,
20, 2018, the NCWS loan agreement
was entered into between tae EXIM
Bank and the GRP (G ntof the

and constitutional

Implementing Rules anc Regulations
(2016 HM) effective at ‘he time the
CRPIP and NCWS projects wereawarded,
“Given that these cornmerclal re-
lationships are contractual in nature,

Republic of the Philippines). Through
Resolution No. B54 dated June €, 2019,
the MB finally spproved the loan.

Ina fu!l court decision, the SC has declared tha
tothe - foan agreements have sufficiently complied with the
applicable procurement laws and coniormed with the
pertinent provisions of the Philippinz constitution.

“Aswith the CRPIP loan agrevment,
the NCWS loan agreement’s represen-
tations and warranties by the bor;ower,
aswell as the special specif-

ion thereon is understood as a
purely private system of adjudication
tatilitated by privac= citize=s, which has
been consisrently recognized as valid,

binding, and enforce-
the

able. Given such fun-
damental principles,
courts should liber-
ally construe arbitra-
tion clauses, adopt-
ing the in‘erpretation”
that would render suckr
clauses effective.
“Particularly, in contracts with a
Eign element, the couris have gen-
Wrupmailhnaw—- mmnrdts

-55‘

ically Article 6.4, indicate unde.-nMngn
to comply with the conditions i ttached
to the approval-in-principle, n order
to obtain the final

“_ while Section 19, Ntlch o n{ the

d choice of law
At any rate, petition:rs' conten-
hs—that the cholce of applicable
and forum are heavilv skewed in
pr of the lender EX1 ik and will
greatly disadvantageous to the
in case a d',p e arises—

¥

%;

MB granted on Feb. 22, 2018 1987 lop
through Resolution No.305.  ment of a self-reliant and inde;end
“Negotiations proceeded  national mrmwdlu:ﬂvdvm‘wmﬂed
between the EXIM Bank and by Filipi atim-
various Phlllpplm govern- poseapolicy of Filipino monopcty of the
ment 1 The objwctive is
edby the DOF, culminatingin m:omﬂﬁtmms orin-
thesigning of the CRPIP loan acotiomic
agreement on April 10,2018,  policiesand mﬂm?ﬂhﬂnﬁs aregiv-
Following the DOF’s request prefi inall fdevelip
for the MB's final approval, ... the loan agreements thernielves
the same was given on May  are distinct from the mutually edapted
17,2018, through Resolution  bidding procedures through which the
Mo, 813. infrastructure projects were :ward-
“TheCourtrulessimilar-  ed to foreign contractors. Relative to
Iy on the NCWS (Kaliwa Dam) laws, the award of aroj-

loan agreement. On Sept. 7,
2018, the DOF endorsed the
MWSS's loantothe
MB, for which the MB gaveirs

€cts to the foreign contractors and
their consequent financing umnier the
Ioan agreements are putside the pur-
view of the GPRA and the 206 Fevised

'ukmnm!umce.v vC. Lazaro-
Javier pointed out, petitioness' conten-
tion speculative at best . therebeing
noindications that the arbitration dause
ot lsbeing enforc=d
Al.to theCourtcannot mainmh
i as petitione|
pave as fact the all egedly inequitable
ign laws, of which the courts do not
judicial notice Wall established in
urisdiction is that forelgn laws must
jeged and proven like any otherma-

fact. -

In view of the foregning disquisi-
, petitioners have falle! 1 present
issuetawarrsnt thenul-
tion of the CRPIP and NCWS Loan
ements, orany of its causes™

%a

11835

%E35 8
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all human rights vidlations

mvolvmgrcml and polmcal

melude freedom of speech, of expression, and of
the press and the right of the people to peaceably
assemble and petition the | gewmml fm- a
mdmsa
Maﬁdmhﬂe&nnghtof‘-ﬁﬂmit’vwbe
ucmagamstmnusmablesmhesmdselzm'es,
and the right not to be served a search warrant or
warrant of arrest without probable cause.
But the CHR appears to have expanded on
ttsuwnthescopeot‘mmandQQundﬁthclm
Constitution by also tackling economic and
social rights covered by en international covenant -

mmmdbyth:Umtade

And, not to the UN ahp l'ms an
international covenant on the R.xght to
Development. ' s

Not that we're cmhplannng "

In fact, the CHR’s sclf-declared expanded
mandate to investigate the people’s right to be
protected from the climate crisis serves the public
good and the national interest.

%lmtwe know is that civil andpoh‘hcnl rights

no small measure %
- to our deeper . B
understanding of the
climate crisis. . [

The CHR, an independent constitutional body,
was well within its right to conduct a National
Inquiry on: Climate Change. This is the world’s
first inquiry into corporate responsibility for the
climate crisis.

'l'heCHRsNICCR.epmifo;mdlhewwlds
fossil companies to have “obfuscated,

stru _;_ derailed and delayed” efforts

transition to renewable energy sources,
mdmmngﬂ*apenple’snﬁﬁmb&p«mcwd
agamst the climate crisis. -

That's a searing indictment of the big
oil companies who have thus far escaped
responsibility for the climate erisis.

TITLE PAGE
CHR and climate chan jge
change ad affected the h hts..of
F WE go by the EiEioe 0 1 St s aeourts, oo Wil
1987 Constitution, p _ ast;hc:mlomm_ P ™

A the Commission on .. The CHR deserves IR oo ikl s,
2 2 2" y ; . ine taw i f climate change

Human Rights is tasked to commendation for § the et sehes oF 1 VB peopie oot B

-myestigate on its own, or initiating this inquiry Q’ ISAND) oCmiex it !
pr . - - a Y E MIETS companies i

wou complaint by any party, - andcontributing in | for drving the climate crisis anc he barms it

produced. They included the world's largest
multinational carbon companies - Chevron,
ExxonMobil, ' Royal Dutch Shell, British
Petroleum, Peabody Emrgy Total and Console
E.nergylnc

The inquiry found lhe largest fossil fuel
producers to have “engaged in willful obfuscation
of climate science” that prejudiced the public’s
right 1o mak: informed decisions sboui their
products and concealed the “significant harm™

‘these had on the environment and climate sstem.

The CHR tock seven years to finish the inquiry
because compunies were unwilling 10 engage with
the agency CHR on the grounds of jurisdiction
and territoriality, and refused to acknowledoe that
climate chang: involved civil and political 1ights.

But the CHR stood pat on its stand that “i; truth
and in faet, all human rights are interdependent
mdmmmand,"mdﬂNWm] intemational
es “already confirm that

states have th mpmblhly to mitigate climate

change impacis in a manner anchored on human
rights.”

The CHR daserves commendation for initiating
this inquiry and contributing in no small measure
to our deeper urderstanding of the climate crisis.

——




