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815 sinkholes put

Boracay at risk of

ollapsmg MGB

By TARA J. YAP

- ILOILO CITY - The Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural
Resources-Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (DENR-MGB) warned that
world-famous Boracay Island could
collapse following the discovery of
815 sinkholes.

“There is danger if there is over-
capacity. Only time will tell when
structures will collapse,” warned

' Engr. Mae Magarzo, chief geologist

of MGB in Western Visayas region.

Magarzo told the Manila Bul-
letin in a phone interview

on Wednesday, Dec. 14, ’ 13

815 sinkholes put Boracay
atrisk of collapsing — MGB 14

that the number of sinkholes at the
{:tmn'm:;r s most popular beach desti-
nation in Malay town, Aklangradua]ly
increased the past four years.

The MGB-6 found 789 smkholes
in three barangays during a hazard
assessment in 2018, the year when
the Duterte administration imple-

mented massive rehabilitation and -

banned tourists in Boracay for-six
months. ;
By 2019, the number of sinkholes

rose to 801. By 2022, these increased -

to 815.

Magarzo said Boracay is suscep-
tible to sinkholes since the ground is
made mostly of limestone.

She added that sinkholes are very
difficult to predict as these suddenly

emerge without prior indicators.
The MGB-6 Coastal Geohazard
Map also found key areas in the

resort-island that are susceptidle to

erosion.
“The main beach is already show-

ing low eroslon," Magarzo said.

Magarzo is calling for stionger
implementation of Boracay’s carty-
mg capacity.

In 2018, the government set a

maximum of 19,215 tourists in the

resort-island per day with only 5,405
new tourists allowed to enter.
The DENR has yet to releas: Bo-

racay’s new carrying capacity which '

was supposed to have been relzased
when the term of President Cuterte
ended last June 30.
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to attract more forelgn and do-
mestic visitors in Protected Ar-
eas, such as the over 335,105.57
- hectare Samar Island Natural
Park (SINP). _
“Those who crave adven-

ture and prefer places off the

beaten track will find SINP as
their ideal place," says Ze-
naida R. Baisa, Protected Area
Superintendent (PASu) of the

Department of Environment

and Natural Resources (DENR).

Samar's local governments

have been putting a premium
on ecotourism and the SINP is

"a very promising destination

formountaineers, backpackers,
and birdwatchers as well as city

dwellers whojustwant to takea

break'', Baisa pointed out.
And for the now, SINP tar-

gets travelers who candowith-

out the comforts of a deluxe
hotel.

In Barangay ‘Tenani, Pa-
ranas, Samar, the Tenanu As-
sociation for Women and De-

.V t PUShlIlg tOllI‘lSIIl

raplds of the island's longest
I'IVEI' |
- The SINP’s attractions in-
clude the 841- hectare Sohotan
Natural Bridge National Park,
Basey, with caves, subterra-
nean rivers, waterfalls, and its
trademarknatural stone bridge.
The Calbiga Caves Protected
Landscape contains 12 caves,
with the largest, Langun, span-
_ning three football fields.
_ On the other hand, the Taft
Forest Wildlife Sanctuary cov-
ers over 3,728 hectares of rain-
forests is a nesting site of the
Philippine Eagle.
. The Jicontol Watershed
Forest Reserve covers over
6,483 hectares lacated in three
_municipalities in Eastern Sa-
mar: Dolores, Can-avid, and
Maslog. _ :
The mountainous terrain
.is be an important habitat of
threatened bird species, such as
the Samar hornbill, the Visay-
an broadbill, and tha yellow——
breasted tailorbird.
The Bulosao Water-sh'e.d
Forest Reserve DCCHPIES over

velopment (TAWAD) openedan 4,000 hectares in the south-
eco-trail andbird watchingsite. ~ ernmost part of the island and

'i‘hey are also worlmg with . ishome tothe Philippine tarsier
boat

:'.tmgthe. ﬁaﬂlarendangeredqﬁcgs
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Turning public forest”

““landsinto private
property

ACA- _

mﬁs; s CONTRARY

il ANTONIO

tre is a : NTRERAS

com-

‘prehensive recording of the real estate
or real property’s metes-and-bounds.
The results of a cadastral survey are
often represented graphically in a ca-
dastral map. It is an official register of
the «quantity, value and ownership of
estate used in apportmmng taxes.

B CONTRERAS FROM A1

Turning public forest lands
~into private property

Real estate, on the other hand, de-
notes a real property, which refers to
something owned that is attached
to a piece of land. Such land can be

| used for residential, commercial or

industrial purposes, and typically
includes any resources within it,
such as water, timber and minerals.

The 1987 Constitution states in
Article XII, Section 2 that, “All lands
of the public domain, waters, miner-
als, coal, petroleum and other min-
eral oils, all forces of potential energy,
fisheries, forests or timber, wildlife,
flora and fauna, and other natural
resources are owned by the State.
With the exception of agricultural

“lands, all other natural resources

shall not be alienated.” In lay terms,
these public lands and the resources
that are contained therein cannot be
converted into real estate that can
be subjected to any-cadastral survey.
* Section 3 of Article XI has declared
that lands of the public domain are
dassified into agricultural, forest or
timber, mineral lands, and national
parks. Those lands within the public
domain that are dassified as agricul-

tural land are the on]yones thatmav

to the uses which to they may
devoted. The Constitution also spe-
cifically limits what can be alienated
or subjected to titling = only those
lands of the public dommn that are
considered as agricultural lands. Thus,
private corporations or associations
may not hold such alienable lands
of the public domain except by lease,
for a period not exceeding 25 years,
renewable for not more than 25 years,
and not to exceed 1,000 hectares
in area. Filipino citizens, on the
other hand, may lease not more
than 500 hectares, or acquire not
more than 12 hectares thereof by

_purchase, homestead, or grant.

another in the House by Rep. Joey
Salceda, that effectively would enact
a law that would treat publiccglrest
lands like real property that can be
subjected to cadastral surveys. Sen-
ate Bill (SB) 413 filed by Senftor
Marcos is entitled “An Act to
lish the Forest Cadastre, Providing
for Its Procedures, and for Other
Purposes.” House Bill (HB) 1162,
filed by Representative Salceda,|has
the same exact title. The two bills
have the same exact (cntent.
the explanatory notes are y
the same. This suggests that the pro-
posal comes from only one so
What is problematic about tHese
bills is that it subsumes the limits of
forest Iands and natuz |l parks, d

islative scrutiny. In Section 4
413 and HB 1162, there: (s a refere
to a completed delinention of forest
lands submitted to Corgress by the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DiNR). Such
would be adopted, but without

benefit of being first enacted into
a separate law. What is, however,
questionable is that while lands
classified as forest laricls shall E

be reclassified except thuough an act
of Congress, these bills would
recognize all vested rights wi
forestlands prior to del ineation. Itis
not clear whether those vested ri
include the right to eventual own
ship if Congress enacts znother
reclassifying those larcls as ali
able, considering that they have now

 been subjected to cadastral surveys.
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Under the 1987 Constitution,
Congress was tasked to do two
things. First, and as stipulated in
Section 3 of Article X1, was to deter-
mine the size of lands of the public
domain which may be acquired,
developed, held or leased, and the

conditions therefor, taking into

* account the requirements of conser-

vation, ecology and development,
and subject to the requirements of

agrarian reform. The other, which s

directed in Section 4 of Article XII,
was to legislate the limits of forest
lands and national parks. The word-
ing of the Constitution implied that
thjsisanw:gent task, when it used
tthe word “as soon as possible.”

Once delimited, the Constitution

- directs thatlhoselandsshal] be

conserved and cannot be increased
or diminished except by law.
Unfortunately, 35 years have
passed but Congress has yet to
determine the size of lands of the
public domain that can be alienated
orleased, and has not enacted a law
that defines the boundaries of forest
lands and natural parks. This is no
longer a plain act of negligence, but
a blatant act amounting to derelic-
tion of a constitutional duty.
Instead of these, what we have
now are two bills, one filed in the
Senate by Sen. Imee Marcos and

Section 5 of $B 413 and HB 1162
commands the DENR to “develop,
install, maintain and update regu-
larly a system of mapping of all forest
tenurial instruments and agreements
issued by the DENR in all forest
lands. Such system shall reflect all
existing tenure agreements and shall
show graphically said tenures. Un-
tenmeq forest lands shall also be re-
flected and shovm graphically in or-
der to complete the tenure mapping
of municipalities and cities.” This
would apply to all lands, including
national parks and protected areas,
mineral lands, proclamations and
reservations, and ancestral lands
and ancestral domains.

There is no question that access
to the use of forest resources should
be made available for national de-
velopment, even as we recognize
the nghts of indigenous peoples

~ and other forest-based communi-

ties that depend on these lands for

their livelihoods. Laws have been

passed, such as the Indigenous

‘People’s Rights Acts, or Republic

Act 8371, as well as programs and
approaches have been adopted
toward community-based resource
management. There is also a need
to document and establish a regis-

try of all tenurial instruments and

arrangements. But these should all

“be done in the context that lands of

the public domain that are classi-
fied as forest lands should not be
treated as real property. The use of
the word “cadastral” is dangerous,
even if the intent may be noble.
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‘matnraal m lloilo City

in ﬁxevusmess lﬂ!sephchnks
aﬁ&g o iihpi'o MEP-
ﬁMFﬁEﬁuarypﬁm. and pér is-
‘of waste materials. - ahie :
*'The National Bureau of Investigation idenhﬁed the
i melisaed suspects ‘as Rey Sampiano, Mark Ronel
Chavez, m&m Cyanaﬁdnem,arﬂWB}}mt

"Ma A .
'&i rrest stet ﬁ. E%j nceby
B ik hamten] Mt genesir i oo Rt VE
&s - Emv Mana. u — Region VI
3 :F:mim d@ﬂdghg service provider in Tloilo City
edly operating without necéssary permits. 3
; eﬁim tﬁeﬁi‘;\sl‘ﬁffgm serviceprovider wasreported
mgﬂwwmmgectﬁdﬁedlﬂemﬂtamasofﬂoﬂo -
i Eﬁ %mﬁ&&pﬂyﬁigany treatment. i S
} -3 suspects were presented for inquest
$ pfumed ‘before the Hoilo City Prosecutors Olfice
-~ for violations of Republic Act' inrelation to RA.
10175, SupplemmtalIRRofSamtaboande,PD No. *
836&1&?]3*1’%’984 A& puers ! e el y
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an reiaﬁ{)i‘l t0 A 101'75
Supplemm{ai IRR (hnp

_menting Rules and «Regu
i- tions) of Sanitation Code,

Presidential Decree (PD)
No. 836, and PD No. 984.
~ On the other hand, the
owner of the conipan

also be charged tﬁ the
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LGUs honored on Manila Bay efforts

: Among the MBA awardees for 2018 10 2020

By Joel E. Zurlfano ; are Baliuag (Bulacan), Kalayaan (Lagima), and
THE government has awarded outstanding Magallanes (Cavite) for the Municipal category:
cities and municipalities for their contribu- while Balanga (Bataan), Bifian (Lagura), Imus
tions to rehabilitate and protect the Manila  (Cavite), Makati City, and Navotas City bagged
Bay watershed and for being compliant with  the award for the City s
the Philippine Fisheries Code. For the year 2021, the local governrnents of

Department of the Interior and Lo- Bifian and Kalayaan (Laguna), Baliuaz (Bula- ‘
cal Government (DILG) Secretary Benja- can), and Balanga (Bataan) were recogznized
min Abalos Jr. the cight local government anew for the MBAI Award,
units (LGUS) receiving the Manila BaYani The MBAI Award aims to incentivize LGUs
Awards and Incentives and five recog- and recognize their exemplary performence in
nized through Fisheries Compliance Audit advancmg effective waste manzagemen, uphﬁ-
are testaments to their efforts to protect the  ing the welfare, safety, and living cond tions of ‘
country’s body of water and natural resources.  informal settler families and the genera| public,

The DILG chief urged LGUs to continue promoting the protection of coastal and rnarine
protecting the coastal areas and aquatic re- resources, and strengthening their institutional’
sources, saying “there’s more to be done, es- mechanisms, all of which contribute to the reha-
pecially in the face of climate change.” ~ bilitation and protection of Manila Bay. i
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Mmdanao tribesmen seek Sen. Padilla’s
help for ancestral domain recognition:

durayand Lambangian people

from Mindanao have sought
the help of Senator Robinhood Pa-
dilla to look into the 26-year delay
of their much-awaited ancestral do-
main recognition.

In a courtesy call facilitated by
the National Commission on Indig-
enous Peoples on Monday, Decem-
ber 12, a delegation of the Teduray
Lambangian Ancestral Domain
Claim (TLADC) met with Padilla,
currentlythe chairman oftheSenate
Committee on Cultural Communi-
ties and Muslim Affairs to complain

LEADE RS of the indigenous Te-

about how thealleged denial of their

claim to their ancestral domain had
displaced theirpeoplesandrelegated
them to live in hazardous areas.
This became evident when the
recentonslaughtoftyphoon “Paeng”
caused deadly landslides, according
to the leaders of the Teduray and
Lambangian people.
“WethankSen.Padillaforthepro-

.ductive conversation on the status of

the Tedurayand Lambangianpeoples’
ancestral domain claim, and the is-
sues and concerns at ground zero.
The protection of our lands, lives,
and livelihoods are crucial for our
pathway towards genuinesustainable
development and climate resilience,”

TimuayAlim Bandara, head claimant

of TLADC, said in a statement.

Data from the Task Force Barat, a
formation of Teduray, Lambangian
and Dulangan Manobo peoples re-

-sponding to the crises left by Paerg,

* said. Jonathan L. Mayuga

revealed thatatotal of 2,025 families
fromtheirtribeswereaffected, result-
ingin 46 dead and 6 others missing.

The issuance of a Certificate of
Ancestral Domain Title (CADT) for
the Teduray and Lambangian has
been denied for more than two and
a half decades, they told Padilla.
The latest snag is a resolution by

- the Bangsamoro Parliament issu-

ing a cease and desist order to the
CADT application process as part of
the complexities of the Bangsamoro
transition.

For its part, the legal, research,
and policy institution Legal Rights
and Natural Resources Center (LRC)
urged the Senate to push through
with a special mvestlgatnon in aid
of legislation.

“Weurge ourhonorablelawmz k-
ers to probe into the persisting de-
lays of CADT issuance for the Te-
durayand Lambangian people vith
theaim of fast tracking the process.
This is a right ensured under IFRA
[Indigenous Peoples Rights Act of
1997]," Atty. Ryan Roset, Direct
Legal Services Coordinator of LEC,
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~ Budget hike
‘urged to address

climate

By LOUELLA DESIDERIO'

- The Philippine govern-
ment is being urged to en-
courage green lending and
investments to make funds
available to fight climate
change, the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) said. ;

. In the latest blog of the
multilateral lender, ADB
infrastructure specialist
Naeeda Crishna Morgado
and ADB energy specialist
Diana Connett said that as
the Philippines is one of the
countries most vulnerable to
climate change, being hit by
an average of 20 typhoons per
year and affected by extreme
floods, it would need substan-
tial financing to- address tl'xe
challenge.
~ With the Phﬂippines ﬁat—
ting one of the most ambi-
tious targets among South-
xt Asian countries by com-

g to cut 75 percent of
its emisswns by 2030 and to

: accele.rate efforts to adapt to

hanging climate, but enly
having 2.7 percent of the
target to be financed through -

‘the public budget the ADB

specialists said achieving the
goalwould depend on financ-

ing the country s chmate ;
' , to‘help ‘address investment
- risks,” the ADB said. '

program.
“We need achon on fwe

fronts to unlock the financir
needed,” they said.
Among the recommenda-
fions by the ADB specialists-
include seeking a higher
budget for climate action.

- “Effective government
hudgwetmg is key to build-
ing institutions, as well as
the teams of people needed
to convert climate ambition
into action...Maintaining
and increasing budget al-
locations — from the 6.27
percent of the annual bud-
get allocated for. climate
resilience in 2021 — will be
critical,” thé ADB spemal-
ists s&ﬁ

They also cited the need to.

change

- mobilize mterriatmnal chmhte

. finance to support the coun-
try’s climate ambitions.

“A pipeline of projects
needs to be built, and project
sponsors need more capac-
ity to mobilize funds, design
projects and engage inves-

. tors,” the ADB specialists

said.

- In addition, there shosu-lcl_
be efforts to encourage banks
to finance green initiatives.

' “The central bank, Bang-
ko Sentral ng Pilipinas, and
other financial regulators
have put in place a suite of
policies to integrate envi-
ronmental,” social and gov-
ernance issues into banking
practice; encourage green
lending; and support banks
" considering how climate
risks affect their lending.
Banks and finaneial institu-
tions need greater capacity

to,take on this agenda,” the

ADB specialists said.
The government is like-

'wxse being ufged to attract.
_private investors in clean

energy projects. ;
- “Investment in geother-

.mal, solar and wind projects
can be unlocked by updat-.
mg regulations and putting

in place the right incentives

Lastly, the ADB specialists

~said local governments need

tobe mobilized to take action
by increasing their awareness,

_know-how and capacity to
_ implement climate change:

programa -
" “There is a clear message'

~_coming out of the United Na-

tions COP27 Climate Change
Conference in Sharm El-
- Sheikh: the world has until
2030 to taJ<e the necgssary

action to limit global warming

or else itwill be too late.
The clock is ticking for the

Philippines, and the money

needed for climate action
cannot be mobilized fast
enough,” the ADB said.
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By Nestor Corrales
@NCorralesINQ

BRUSSELS—President Marcos
on Tuesday renewed his call
- for rich countries to fulfill their
climate finance promises to
vulnerable nations like the Phil-
ippines during a meeting with
European Union (EU) leaders

and businessmen here.
In his remarks at the As-

DATE

Nations-EU  working lun-

cheon, he asked for “more

concrete funding gu_:delmes
on mitigating climate change
damage and loss.

“When you speak of damage
and loss, how do we quantify
that damage and loss? What are
the rules that we apply? When

does it begin?” Mr. Marcos said.

Even if countries succeed-

~ed in quantifying the damage

and loss, in terms of dollars and

other measures, “we still can-
not, we still have not corne to
the conclusion as to what we do
with that number,” he addad.
“And so we really would
like to see much more progress
in terms of that, the financing,
with the mitigation and the ad-
justment of our countries who
are at great risk to the effects of
climate change,” the President
told EU leaders. :

sociation of Southeast Asian

action is important to the Phil-

ippines which is “regarded as’

probably one of the most, if not
the most, vulnerable countries
in the world to the effects of
climate change.”

“Since that seems to be the
case and that is what we are
facing in the Philippines, we are
very much in need of the assis-
tance of Europe, of all the First
World countries and to be able
to adjust our economy, our com-

munities to the onset of the ef-

fects of climate change,” he said.

The President said that he

observed “all the progress”
in the Conference of Parties
(COP) 27 summit and views
with “some optimism” that
“the concept of damage and
loss has now been accepted by
all parties involved.”

After weeks of intense ne-
gotiations at the COP 27 summit
held in Egypt, world leaders from

According to him, climate

uced disasters yet con-
tribute little to global warming.
The|President was obvious-
Iy feeling under the weather
on his second day in Brussels
as the temperature dropped to
-3 degrees, prompting him to
skip his scheduled press brief-
ing with the media on 'I‘uesda.}ir
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Marcos urges EU to help
PH and other climate

By BETHEENA V. UNITE !
resident Ferdinand "Bong-
bong" Marcos Jr. has urged
the European Union (EU)
to extend assistance to the

Philippines in mitigating the harsh

effects of climate change.

During his meeting with top
businessmen and EU leaders in
Brussels, Belgium, Marcos stressed
the importance of climate action,
especially to the Philippines, as he
urged them to step up aid to vulner-
able countries like his country.

"Climate action is particularly
important to the Philippines," said
the President, especially since the
country is "regarded as probably
one of the most, if not the most
vulnerable country in the world to
the effects of climate change."

"Since that seems to be the case
and that is what we are facing in
the Philippines, we are very much
in need of the assistance of Europe,
of all the first world countries and
to be able to adjust our economy,
our communities to the onset of the
effects of climate change," he said.

‘The chief executive said he has
observed "all the progress" in the
Conference of Parties (COP) and
views with "some optimism" that
"the concept of damage and loss
has now been accepted by all parties
involved."

After immense negotiations,
countries at the 27th session of the
Coriference of the Parties (COP 27)
to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) reached deals on an out-

come that created a funding mech-

vulnerable countries

anism to compensate
vulnerable nations for
"loss and damage"
from climate-related
disasters. _

""However, this still
brings us to a very dif-
ficult and fundamental
question, and when you
speak of damage and
loss, how do we quan-
tify that damage and
loss? What are the rules
that we apply? When
does it begin?" Marcos
pointed out. g

Even if countries
succeeded in quanti-
fying the damage and
loss, in terms of dollars
and in terms of other
measures, he said "we
still cannot, we still
have not come to the
conclusion as to what
we do with that num-
ber."

"And so we really
would like to see much
more progress in terms
of that, the financing,
with the mitigation and
the adjustment of our
countries who are at
great risk to the effects
of climate change," the
chief executive told EU
leaders.

The COP serves as
the decision-making
body responsible for
momturmg and re-

'wewmg the UNFCCC

1mplementanon
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PH EU 1dent1fy
areas of cooperation

BY JOCELYN MONTEMAYOR

PRESIDENT Marcos Jr. has se-
cured the commitment of the Eu-
ropean Council to cooperate with
the Philippines on a wide range of
areas such as trade, climate mitiga-
tion, and support for the country’s
bid to address issues in the Philip-
pines’ seafaring industry.

The President met with Euro-
pean Council president Charles
Michel on the the sidelines of
the 10th Association of Southeast
Asian Nations and the European
Union (Asean-EU) Business Sum-
mit"in Brussels on Tuesday.

Marcos also highlighted the vital
role of Asean countries and its
increased presence in the world
economy during their meetng The
Philippines is the dialogue facilita-
tor between Asean and the EU

The European Council consists
of the heads of state or govern-
ment of the EU’s member-states.

Michel for his part agreed with
the idea that there is a need to
operationalize the green fund on
climate change and the damage
and loss policy. The Green Climate
Fund (GCF) was designated as an
operating entity of the financial
mechanism of the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and
aims to encourage the paradigm

_shift towards low-emission and

climare-resilient development by
providing support to developing
countries to reduce their green-
house gas emissions (GHGs) while
at the same time adapting to the
effects of climare change.

See PH > Page A2

He also said the EU,JS -ready " «mentation of the EU’s Indo—Pguﬁc

to work with the and
Asean on climate change, pa.mcu—
larly on the transfer of green tech-
nology, which involves improving
resilience to climate change and
reducing GHGs. -

In addressing the summit, Mar-
cos said while free trade agree-
ments between the Asean-EU
remains a long-term objective,
economic cooperation initiatives
among specific countries, including
the Philippines, will be prioritized

particulm:ly on areas of mutual
through the Asean-EU Trade and

interests.

Marcos also emphasized the
m'nportance ‘of forging stronger
public-private cooperation to
boost trade and investment espe-
cially in a post-pandemic economic
setup, and of expediting the imple-

collaboration amid the challenges
that the wotld is facing bought
about by recent geopolitical ten-
sions.

“There is a growing need for
the public. sector te collaborate
with private institutions; especially
now that Asean member-states
are in a post-pandemic economic
recovery and are facing new chal-
lenges brought about by recent
geopolitical tensions, problems in
the supply side, problems also with
food prices,” he said.

The President, meanwhile, high-
lighted the increased presence of
Asean on the global stage through
its efforts on regional economic
integration and supply chain re-
silience.

Marcos said the entry into force

of the ch:oﬂal Comprchmsm

Strategy.
‘Marcos said Asea.d’ rnlf,rﬂ:n‘.’:r,J

countries continye to recog-
historical importance of
the EU as a trade and investment . -

pattner to Asean even as he urged
his fellow leaders and business
representatives to continue to
strengthen trade and investment
endeavors between the EU and
Asean, in a bid to enhance eco-

.nomic integration between the

two bloes,
He also expressed hope that

Investment Work Programme, the
momentum could continue in 2023
and beyond.

“Thus, while the Asean-EU FTA
(free trade agreement) remains
a common long term _objective,

Economic Partnership or RCEP,
the ongoing review of existing
trade agreements, and Asean’s
initiatives to facilitate trade of
essential goods demonstrates the
region’s push to maintain an “open,
free, and fair trade.”

He said Asean s also well- 0si-
tioned to accelerate intra-regional
trade and growth following the
participation of its member coun-
tries in mega trade deals such as the
RCEP and the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-

- Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

. The President’s trip to Brus-
sels is his first in Europe and his
seventh abroad, since becoming
president last June.

Marcos is expected to return to

econorm‘?:‘t'ﬁopcraiién initii:ivcs

.will be prioritized an areas of
mutual interest in order to btidge
the gap and realize this long-term
objective,” Marcos sizid.

The President blso recognized
the crucial role of the Asear}-EU
Businessi Counail in advancing
Asean’s regional economic integra-
tion, in the posg-co ronavitu dis-
ease pandemic economic recgvery
efforts through'its initiatives and

valuable msz!fh;aE
Marcos said the business cofincil

for instance has priovided a plat-
form for the much-needed dia-
logue between the EU and Agean,
after the reopening of borders
with the easing of the Ct D-19
pandemic. '

He also pitched for continued
closer and stronger public-private

visit to China in January.

Speaker Martin Romualdez
said the President has agteed
to artend the Woild economic
Forum in Davos in Switzerland
in January.

WEF founder and executive’

chairman Klaus Schwab invited
Marcos Jr. to attend the event in
Davos from January 26 to 20 dur-
ing their meeting in Cambodia on
the sidelines of the Asean Summit.

Schwab had commended Mar-
cos then for the stiong showing
of the economy anc said that his
attendance to the WEF sefves

as a good opportunity to let|the
global busmess com \munity know

about the

Mﬁmcm Thursday evening.
Hmsa:q)ccmd to g0 01 a state

investors, § 1
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BBM seeks hel
vs climate chang

e — luncheon with EU leaders and businessmen

Climate change is among the priorities of the Marcos adm:mstratlon calling it the in Brussels on Tuesday (Belg ime), Marcos
greateqt threat that is affertmg nahwns mu! peoplo urged tham to boost their efforts in addressing
: — climate change and|provide financial assistance

to countries in need like the Philippines.

BY MICHELLE GUILLANG business leaders to create more concrete funding He said climate action is critical to the
@tribunephl _mish guidelines for cushioning climate change damage  Philippines since the country is “regarded
and loss. as probably one of the most, if nol the most,

BRUSSELS — President Ferdinand “Bongbong" Speaking at the Association of Southeast vulnerahle countries in the world to the
Matcos Jr. has called on his counterparts and  Asian Nations-European Union working effects of climate change.”" Turn to page A2

- »

From page 1

s . Even if countries succeeded in
quantlfylm the damage and |oss
“Since that seems to be the case  in term gf ‘S,la;s M.t : ge,f,
and thatlswhatweﬁefadngm i other' :r.- id, “we.
. the Philippines, we are very much [
in need of the assistance of Europe,

of all the first world countries and
to be able to adjust our economy, \ :
our communities to the onset of the 0gress in w'm§ .
effects of climate change,” he said.  of that, the ﬁmncmﬂﬁwfth thie .
Marcos has observed “all the 1 and Im‘bhl;
progress” in the Conference of s
Parties and views with “some 'ri
optimism” that “the concept of
damage and loss has now been
accepted by all parties involved.” b
After immense negomatlons,.
countries at the 27th session of ;
the Conference of the Parties to ' Climate change is among the
the United Nations Framework mwrﬂ;moftheMarcosadnmustrahnn,
Convention on Climate Change calling it the “greatest threat-that is

reached deals on an outcome that' affecting nations and people 4
created a funding mpcﬁslsm to :
compensate vulnérable nations Collaborntieu

for “loss and damage” t‘rom.i Mea.nwhﬂe,atthelOthASEANFU

climate-related disasters.  * ~ * Business Summit, Marcos expressad
“However, this still brings us to  hope that the collaboration betwesn
a very dlfﬁcult and fundamental the government and private groups
questmn, when you speak of damage  would accelerate the world’s posi-
loss, how do we quantify that - pandemic recovery and nutlgam
da.mage and loss? What are the  geopolitical tensio .
rules that we apply? When does it In his sp rcos re'aogmze d’
begin?” he asked. . the ASE e?z,"U Business Council
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BBM seeks help Vs

cllmat change

for its continued support of the
Southeast Asian nations, from the

cooperatmn in addressing emerging
challenges and opportunities, for
trade and investment between
- ASE; ,a.nﬂtheEU" B

cos is optimistic that the

.discussums undertaken during the
summit will not only bring new
impetus for both sides to bolster
sustainable trade and investment but
will also provide ways to fasttrack the
implementation of the EU’s strategy.

‘He added that ASEAN has

i mcreaaed its presence on the global
stage through its efforts on regional

- economic integration and supply

chain resmence

: ‘I'he proﬂ'am *%’*écor&iﬁg to "o accelerat
ASEAN, seeks to enhance economic

- growth.”

Recognizing the historical
importance of the EU as a trade
and investment partner to ASEAN,

‘he urged his fellow leaders and

business representatives to continue
to strengthen trade and investment

-endeavors between the two blocs.

“Thus, while the ASEAN-EU FTA
(Free Trade Agreement) remains a
common longterm objective, economic
cooperation initiatives will be prioritized
on areas of mutual interest in order to
bridge the gap and realize this longtermn
objective,” he said. i
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'I‘H:E European Union has a.greed
to “operationalize” the Green
Climate Fund to help developing
climate projects, Malacafiang said,
following a meeting in Brussels
between President Ferdinand R.

Marcos, Jr. and European Coungeil

President Charles Michel.

In a statement on Tuesday,
the Office of the Press Secretary
said the meeting took place on
the sidelines of the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations-
European Union (ASEAN-EU)
Commemorative Summit. -

- Mr. Michel was quoted in the
statement as saying that the EU
is ready to work with the Phil-

ippines on integrating green

technology into government
opcratlons.

: Developing countrie?hﬁe "'

- taken the pom?%\;q; 131115-

trialized countr

finance thel: clmate-mmga gn
efforts, since the developed world
'is most responsible for the bulk

of the greenhouse gas emissions
 that are causing climate change:

_ The Asian Development Bank

:"'(AD'B) said on Tuesday that the .

Philippines must budget and mobi-

 lize private funding more effectively

for climate projects, given the lim-
ited resources available to uphold

_itsinternational commitments.

In 2021, the Philippines com-
mitted to reduce 75% of its emis-
sions by 2030. Economic officials
have estimated that the Philip-
pines can fund only a small frac-
tion of these initiatives using its

- own 1Tesources. A

mit, Mr. Marcos went to'bat for
keeping trade open in the wake

of rising protectionist sentiment
_inspired by the concurrent food

and energy crises,

e “The entry into force of the Re-
gional Comprehgnswe Economic
Partnership or RCEP, the ongoing
review of existing trade agree-
ments, and ASEAN’s initiatives
to facilitate the trade of essential
goods demonstrates the region’s

. push to maintain an open, free,

and fair trad#," he said.
“Thus, while the ASEAN-EU
FTA (free trade agreement)

At a separate business sum- |

261 mordar
ge the gap dﬂ(l realize this
m Objectwe M. Mar—

P is the largest FTA with
ating countries including
ASEAN memhu S Austra-

ast year but
e Senate to

3k b
countries that
=ir partici-
t. — John
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PRESIDENT Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr. on Tuesday (Brus-
sels time) called for “more
progress”/in the commitment
ofrich nations tosetup a"loss
and damage" fund to support
poorer countries severely im-
pacted by climate change.

Marcos made this remark
during the Associationof South-
east Asian Nations - European
Union (ASEAN-EU) workin,
luncheon with EU leaders
businessn“en in Brussels, Bel-
gium. -

Inhiss the President
acknowledged the agreement
of nearly 200 countries at the
27th sessian of the Conference
of the Parties (COP 27) to the
United Nations Framework
Convention onClimate Change
(UNFCCC) to create a funding
mechanism to compensate vul-
nerable nations for "loss and

Ja mage“ Aom'cl_ima te-related
disasters. .

Marcossaid he viewed with

""some optimism" that"the con-

cept of damage and loss has

now been accepted by all par-.

tiesinvolved."

However, he said, several
questions in terms of funding
remainunanswered.- . -

“Thisstillbringsustoavery
difficultand fundamental ques-
tion, and when you speak-of
damage and loss, how do we

uantify thatdamageand loss?
atare the rules that we a

ply? When does it begin?" he *
said ; :

"We really would like to see
muchmore progressin termsof
that, the financing, with the
mitigation and the adjustment
of our countries who are at

one of the most, if not the most,
vulnerablecountriesin theworld

totheeffectsofclimatechange.”

"Since that seems to be the
case and that is what we are
facingin the Philippines, weare
very much in need of the assis-
tance of Europe, of all the first
world countriesand tobeableto
adjust our economy, our com-
munities to the onset of the ef-
fectsof climatechange,” hesaid.

* The COP serves as the deci-

__sion-making body responsible
for monitoring and reviewing*

the UNFCCCimplementation.
¢ Meanwhile,E
cil President Charles Michel

agreed withMarcoson theneed -

tooperationalize the greenfund
onclimate changeand thedam-

great risk to the effects of cli- age and loss policy.
mate change.” "Wecouldn'tagreewithyou
Marcos pointed outthatcli- more,"Michel told Marcosdur-
maik action s particularly im:.. in thélk meebing on the side-
rtant!gthePhxggmnes, which.*  lines of the ASEAN-EU Com-
asbeen "regardedasprobably memorative Summit.

ranCoun-"

_climate change,|

LOWER

DATE

CARTOON

He said the EU is ready to
waork with the Philippines and
the ASEAN onclimate change,
pariicularly on the transfer of
green technplogy, which in-
volves improving resilience to
climate change and reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

Marcos earliersaid the Phil-
iﬂrines is prioritizing renew
able energy options, such 2
hydropower, geothermal povv-
er, solar, and other low-emis-
sion energy sources.

TheGreenClimateFund was
desiggnated ag an operating en-
tity of the financial mechanisim
of the UNFCCC.

Itaimstoencourage thepar-
adigmshifttowardslow-emis-

. siorr and climate-resilient de
velopment by providing suj
porttodevelopingcountries t
reduce their greenhopse gas
emissions while at the sam:

lime adapting to the effects pof

PNA

j

7]




I - 7 2
) STRATEGIC UPPER PAGE1 | BANNER E%! CARTOON
COMMUNICATION STORY STORY
AND
- FAGE LOWER
e [ \11 ATIVES 2 S
W - I on 7
e  SERVICE iv=22
e
DATE

e PAGE

—— ) TORIAS | i
“Climate change tab

THE injured party deserves commensurate compensation.
In the case of the climate crisis poorer countries which bore
the brunt of the environmental degradation are entitle'to
reparations. ' .
The richer or industrialized countries are the biggest emit-"
ters of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming,
Thus, President Marcos has called for “more progress” in
the commitment of rich nations to set up a "loss and damage”
fund tosupport poorer countries severely impacted by climate

The President made this remark during the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations ~ European Union working lun-
cheon with EU leadersand businessmen in Brussels, Belgium.

In his speech, Marcos acknowledged the agreement of
nﬂulyzwmmatﬂm”&smmﬂf&mmofﬂﬁ
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
ClimateChangetocreateafunding mechanism tocompensate .«
MMab!emﬁmsfor”lossanddﬁmagE"fmmchnute-related _

Hesaid he viewed with "some optimism" that "the concept
i ofm and loss has now been accepted by all parties

 However, he said, several questions in terms of funding

 §

~ oureconomy, our

W“ﬂﬁlﬂﬂf@smﬁm d to operationalize the
- fund on climate change and the damage and loss policy.

"We couldn't agree with you more,” Michel told Mar. s
during their meeting on the sidelines of the ASEAD Coms
meotatveSummE o HECOT
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" Senate denounces China
~over WPS harassment

" The Senate has adopted a resolution
denouncing what it calléd the continued
acts of harassment and encroachment by
China in the West Philippine Sea (WPS).

The adoption of the still unnumbered
resolution was triggered by a privilege
speech of Sen. Francis Tolentino, who

when President Marcos meets -with Chi
nese President Xi Jinping in Beijirg on Jan
3 bearing the document from the zhamber

that this is high time that the governmen
prioritizes South China Sea, West Phili .
pine Sea, as the Philippines has beco

said the voice of the Senate must pe'heqxd

. Tum o Page

b |

SenateFrom Page 1

the laggard among claimants,

1

arstatfl."us that threatens not
o e country’s soverei

butyalso theufi,velihoogn(?;
thousands.of Filipino fisher-
men and the nation’s en

and food security,” Tolentino
said, addressing Juan Miguel

Zubiri. "
“With one strident voice, Mr.
(Senate) President, let us con-

tinue to denounce the brazen

intrusions into our maritime
territory and do all within our
power to assert our rights...
we shall not Surrender quietly
to an invasion of our free and
democratic nation,” he added.
Tolentino noted that the

+. rule of law is behind the Phil- |

ippines with the 2016 arbitral
ruling and yet Beijing’s as- |
sertiveness continues despite
numerous diplomatic protests
over such activities. |
China, he said, is becom- |
ing more brazen in its aclions |
toward Philippine maritime
forces in the WPS, from ag- |
gressive maneuvers by China |

Coast Guard (CCG) vessels in
Bajo de Masinloc to interfering
in the provision of humanitar-
ian supplies to government

personnel abroad the BRP.

Sierra Madre in Ayungin shore.

“Let us continue to
strengthen and solidify our
strategic alliances towards this
end for at the end of day...

this is not a fight not only for

territory, the environment and
for invaluable resources,” the

. senator said.

He said continuously de-
nouncing Beijing over its viola-
tions ﬁe “is about tak-
inga stand against suppression,
which is sadly increasing in
many parts of the world.”

Tolentino showed pictures
and videos of incidents in

recent month.g wherein CCG
vessels interfered with the
Coast Guard’s efforts to re-
trieve rocket debris, including
one that fell within the Pag-zsa
Islands’ territgrial sea.
Philippine [personnel ini-
tially cletected tﬁe space debris
some &00 yarﬁs west of the

main station of Pag-asa.
—|Paolo Romero
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Ptotectmg 30% of the planet to s
_nature is not as sunple as it sounds

MONTREAL From the lush
Amazon rainforest to the frigid .
Arctic Ocean, the wotld’s land-
scapes — and all the wildlife they
contain — are undet threat, and
the world needs to sptﬁde aﬁm‘d
of all land and sea territoties to
save them, UN experts say,
The call is central to the global
agreement being hashed out this
month at the UN biodiversity sum-
mit in Montreal, 'Tf lppmwd at
the end of the summit nextweek,
governments would be agreeing
to set aside 30% of their land and
sea tetritories for conservation by |
2030 — doubling the amount of -
land area and more than it

the ocean:etmareamymdm-

cons;zvat:ﬂn_ A b
More than ﬂ’o’ untri

Commniearion

Mahu]u

“extinction, while the globa!;!ﬁst‘.ct
population declines at up to 2%
every year and about 40% of the
world’s tcmmnmgp]antspee‘ksare
in trouble.

~Butas is o&cn the case with
science-based poﬂcy, the details
matter to whethera 3
conservation goal ca
- the world’s i‘i:ripenled s@clcs
an& places. i

|’-?!_P_m
Business Insight bql =

I-NF

ity, it could take 2 much greater
percentage of land or sea — or
a lower percentage — depending
which areas are selected. -

“30% is neither necessary nor
sufficient,” Pimm said. “If we do
things the right way, we protect
most biodiversity by being smart
— by pmtectmg the areas. that
matter.”

There is a. temptauon, he smd,
to conserve vast tracts of land that
are already without many people,
but also have relatively little biodi-
vetsity, such as the Arctic tundra
or Saharan desert.

But it is important to protect
areas with lots of different species,
known as biodiversity hotsports,

even if they are mote challeng-

ing to conserve because people

Hvtth&edrthereareext{hcﬁve'
'mdwsﬁn&. Ao

Mgﬂhrmﬁlmof lﬂﬁd
m&m such as Ausetalia’s Great

Barrier Reef or the Andes moun-
tains, can offer far more reward
than protcctmg ls.rge qwathe.s mﬁ——"ahmy

s | o [ el
l‘!\t;F | ‘ BANNER FINFORIAL - CARTOON
STORY STORY

§2-15-2;
|
E—_—

save

ipraitie, for example. :

“A numerical targer 1snt go-
ing to work,” Pimm said. “If we
were to just protect 50% of the
planet, and we protec: the least
populatéd 50%, it will do very
little for biodiversity.”

A June 2022 study ir the jour-
nal Science found thzt at least

44% of global land area would
be o d to protect arcas with a
kigh diversity of species, prevent
the loss of intact ecosysiems, and
optimize| the representation of
different landscapes and species.
But more than 1.8 billion peop}.c
live in these areas.

However, co-author Fugh Pos-
singham, a researcher at the Uni-
wersity of |Queensland, noted that
“while there is nothing magical
ahout '30% ... targets help focus
the ﬁtt'tfktli)ﬂ Of nations.”’

111 see 30% as a goal that mHost
countries can reasonably achieve
by 2030, he said, adding some
countries, such as Bhutan, had
edthis goal. - Remm

L e S
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WOODENDRAGON, INC.,

| g . w i CMNB M’N
This Is an application for Certificate of Public Con 2 1o aperate and maintain & welsrworks sy
MInSanHamlalW!anqlo gay Molino, icipality of Naic, province of Cavite, with the
ﬁlmwpmmmmm -

Residential and Institutional
m3
i P 114,

L 2 183.00

15,

wsmuunuwu mmhwﬂmmm on 9 January 2023. The hearing will starl at 9:00
o‘elutln momlnqai mwu Conferance Room, &th Floor, Nmsummomcm
at which ti nt its evidence.

At least fifteen (15) days prior to the scheduled hearing, wwmummhi
SEIVE
«wa}m%hmwt&)%m n.m”mmm“wmm

P-lﬁ'.—‘ to the granting of the appiicat n must file their written ried |
evidenca on or before the above scheduled date of hearing, mnmunnmuwm

almenmmw.wmmuﬁnwmmmmwwummﬁﬂ
heum\u;.uamhfc-!] mwummmmmummmmm
based on

lenh mmwmmlmu#pmam-wmunﬁlmmhhukdm-uonnmm
the instant application shall be dismissed accordingly.-

. Witness tha H bie E ive Dirsctar of the ‘Water R " Board this 27 day of

Affectsd Parties: | 0
Sangguniang Bayan

Naic, Cavita

Théammcrwhm s Fikiie . o
Wﬂ 3¢5 A Do i e +ai
The Homeowners Assn, President : . |
San Manuel Villaggio Subdivision

Barangay Molino, Naic, Cavite
MT - Dec. 1‘a.m




