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PBIDA expected to help PHL grow share

in global bamboo market

By JoNnaTHAN L. MAYUGA
¥ @jonimayuga

£ 'AMBOO . industry-players —assaying he believes the Pbida “will
believe the passage of the

proposed Philippine Bam-
boo Industry Development Act
(Pbida) would boost the country’s
competitive edge in the natural
bamboo market, particularly in
transport, construction, furniture
and fabric sectors, leading to in-
dustrial-manufacturing develop-
ment using the lowly giant grass
species as raw material.
Filed under House Bill 9576, the
PBIDA was approved for third and
final reading in August 2021. Advo-

cates of thebillhopeit could be certi--

fiedasurgentby President Ferdinand
R. Ma.rc?s Jr.

A statement issued by the Kilu-
sang5KFoundation quoted itschair-
man Deogracias Victor B. Savellano

substantially help advance our in-
dustrial development.”

“We already have the clumps
in our inventory. We just need the
support for production, training,
processing,” Savellano said.

The bill envisions to seize part of
a global market—with a value of $8
billion in 2010—and institutional-
ize the Philippine Bamboo Industry
Development Council (PBIDC).

Industry council

CREATED by Executive Order (EO)
879in 2010, the PBIDC saw the pros-
pect of bamboo replacing plastic,

metal and other wood as manufac-

turing input. - i
While Savellano has earlier heen

appointed vice chairman of the — —

PBIDC, the coungil has not yet heen
convenecl. Abudgethasneitherleen
allocated for the council. Y
Accordling to EO 879, the PEIDC
should be composed of the heac's of
the following government depart-
ments: [Trade and Industry; Envi-
ronment ‘and Natural Resources

(DENR); Agriculture; and, Science

and Tecknology.
Bamboo advodates are now pe-
titioning go ent to allocate at

least P10(I millioq' tojumpstart the
development of bamboo as a manu-
facturing; sector. |

EO 87) mandates the DENR,
the Mines and Geosciences Buriau

Authority to use bamboo in at least

- 20percentin theirannual reforesta-
" tion areas. : :

PBIDC Executive Director Rene
E. Madarang earlier created three
technical working groups for pro-
duction and propagation, for indus-
try and commerce and for training
of workforce.

Economic potential
THE bamboo industry holds huge
economic potential for contributing

_ toindustrialization, being a highly-

durable and ecologically-friendly
raw material. Wit
Comparabletoorevenbetterthan
otherhardwood,bamboohasalready
been technologically developed into
engineered wood, composites, lami-
natedwood, orstrandwovenbamboo

as sﬁpﬁistical:edhmber or construc-
tion material.

Filipinoshave extensively exhib- :

ited their creative genius in using
bamboo.

For instance, the Cubo modular
house designed by Earl Forlales is

. not only modern but one that s also

a durable house made of indigenous
materials.In2017, designer Chrisic-
pherParisLacsoncraftedthe Banatti
motorcycle whose body is made of
highly durable, elegant-looking,
light-weight bamboo.

FilipinoAntoniode Leondesignad
a single-engine, light experimental
aircraft that used a type of woven
bamboo.. ]

Bamboo also holds tremendous
promise as green ethanol or fossil
fuelsubstituteasarenewable energy
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Pasture holders in “Ré‘g“i‘ofh 2 aske
help boost fOod_prgd_;,_;cg_'on

TUGUEGARAO CITY: The Department of Envird 0 Nueva Vizaya Uuirino
ment and Natural Resources (DENR) in Region 2 ; FLG - : s
(Cagayan Valley) has appealed to pastuté holders the W med the active pac y 1
to help increase food pmdurmnmtte ' hold holders tha !n The DENR will be strict

heil mmpltan(»vﬂ%

Lion uﬂheﬂGMﬁ.
; abnbean 2556 S5
: eTs ‘ogies po— , yo— rehensive develo ment
increase the number of Iwestack raised in She explalned that thelr economic gains would  pla gltor that there
their respective areas. mean supporting the directives of the admin- is_a?)ﬁwgimtﬁ' i&?j okt
Mﬂﬁﬁmm{m}ﬁ, ~istration to help increase food production and “We understandyour difficultie
series of 1999, the FLGMA is a production sharing ~ decrease importation activities. livestock, but gest assu
agreement between a qua]:ﬁed person, assoaatmn The region’s five provinces — Cagayar, Isabela, help," Bambal an said.

stry in the region.
of the Isabela Cattle
yerative, also encouraged

{ innovate and focus on livestock
rules and regulations. management to pmduce high-value cattle.
Also the newly elected president of Challenging other ranchers in Region 2, Lim said

the Cagayan Valley Ranchers Association, Maﬂneedtnmtobem-pmdutﬁvemd
Agcaoili said they are willing to undergo aggressive like their counterparts in other regions.
training to learn more about the Iwestqck T Ve LEANDER C. DON_I!!IG?
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‘False consent,’ priest
says of Kaliwa

Groups press Marcos, local gov’ts to stop dam proje
consider well-being of Sierra Madre tribes

By Delfin T. Mallari Jr.
@dtmallarijrINQ

LUCENA CITY—Critics and
leaders of groups opposing the
construction of the P12.2-billion
Kaliwa Dam in the Sierra Madre:
mountain ranges said they were
dismayed over reports that the
project had been granted con-
sent by indigenous peoples (IPs),
stressing that the process had
been “manipulated.”

“They have manipulated i e o :
TRIBE'S VOICE - In this photo takenin 2019, environmental activ-

false consent from the IPs,” Fr.
Pete Montallana, chair of the
Save Sierra Madre Network
Alliance Inc. (SSMNA), told the
Inquirer in on Monday.

Montallana, who is serving
under the Prelature of Infanta,
Quezon, said the “certificate
of precondition” (CP) from the
National Commission on Indig-
enous Peoples (NCIP) “is based
on the assumption that the
three IP communities to be sub-
merged [by dam water] agreed.”

“They did not,” Montallana
stressed.

He called on the people to
continue efforts in stopping the
construction of Kaliwa Dam.
Montallana also directed this
appeal to President Marcos and
to local governments.

“I call on the people to
weigh in climate justice. [I also
appeal to] local governments
and [President Marcos] to pro-
tect the well-being of the peo-
ple, not the [rich],” he said.

Montallana, addressing the
President, said: “Don’t add more
sufferings to us, who are now
[dealing with the impact of the]
economic crisis.”

In earlier reports, Leonor
Cleofas, administrator of the
Metropolitan Waterworks and

e Al -

STOP KALIWA DAM,

\WE OUR FUTURE!:

_ o A =t ]
 STOP KALIWA DAMIALMA! DAN; |

ists and members of indigenous peoples groups picket in front of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources offices
in Quezon City to ask for a dialogue with agency officials as they
call for the rejection of Kaliwa Dam’s environmental compliance

certificate. —GRIG ¢. MONTEGRANDE

Sewerage System (MWSS), said
the agency had secured all the
necessary permits to under-
take the New Centennial Water
Source-Kaliwa Dam Project in
the Sierra Madre.

These include the CP from
the NCIP, which means that the
MWSS had secured the free, pri-
orand informed consent (FPIC)
of concerned IP communities.

The FPIC is a requirement
under the Indigenous Peoples’
Rights Act of 1997, which pre-
vents, among others, the IPs
from being relocated without
their consent.

“In fact, we have signed a
memorandum of agreement
with the IPs of Rizal and Que-
zon. These are separate because
they are separate ancestral do-
mains,” Cleofas told reporters
on Monday.

‘Under the law, the govern-
ment can only start infrastruc-
ture projects on ancestral lands

if it has secured the FPIC certif-

icate from titleholders.

Barring any delays, the tun-
nel boring may start as early as
next week as the equipment is
already in place, MWSS Chair
Elpidio Vegas said. ]

The MWSS has long been
pushing for the construction of
the Kaliwa Dam to address the
projected water crisis in Metro
Manila.

Protest looms
' Dumagat  tribe | leader
Marcelino Tena insisted that
most members of [P commu-
nities in Sierra Madre did not
approve of the FPIC.

In a separate online inter-
view, Tena said the affected
IPs were ready to hold another
protest march from northern
Quezon province to Metro Ma-
nila to voice their continued
opposition to the dam project.

In 2009, tribesmer, farmers,
and religious and environmen-

talist groups staged a 148-kilo-

meter protest march from Gen-
, Quezon, o Metro
Manila to¢ dramatize their oppo-
sition to the Laiban Dam project,
in the Sierra Madre.
The government was forced
to abandpn the project
Tenajalso asked M. Marcos
to stop tle dam constriction in:
the spirit of Christmas
Gina Cambronero, program,

Ihe mountains of Sierra Madre
is a worrtying and frightening
wviision. It|is not enough reason.

10 say that the machines of the
IVIWSS are already in place for

thiem to start making the tun-.
nels,” she said.

Cambronero added: “In the
realizatioh of a development
piroject, itfis best to consider the
welfare of the majority of resi-
clents and the future of coming
generations.”

The Kaliwa Dam project
vrould subimerge parts of the Si-
erra Madre in Tanay town, Rizal
province; | and General Nakar
and Infanta towns in Quezon.

The isexpected toflood
awatershed area of 9,700 hect-.
ares and displace 1,465 families,
azcording to studies conducted
by SSMNA. Groups opposing

the project also fear that it will
eidanger \more than 100,000
lives once the dam is built.

The 's construction was
awarded tojthe Chinese company,
China Enetgy, under an official
development assistance agree-
ment between the Philippine
alui Chinesg governments. —witH
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barriers. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
‘THE Department of Environment

andNawraIMomms Pasig River

(bo:dmarmgandmnagatmﬁfs'
fice (DENR-PRCMO) and the Rotary
Club of Manila (RCM) have joined

forces to clean up the Pasig River. As
part of Rotary’s supporting the envi-
ronment initiative, what was one of
RCM's seven areas of focus, the club

has donated 395 floating trash barri-

mzhmmﬂdbamdmmwm

, &amMIgmmﬂmm

: 'IhePas:gRbﬁdmupwmaﬂag-
ship projectof ROM, and the club was
committed to help DENR-PRCMO
GW up the PhSig Rimaspartoﬁm
more significant effort to improve
aﬁﬁnxunmﬁlmn&th}wmﬁwm
RCM's donationt of 395 he; ;
ﬂaahngnﬁbhmusmﬂdgyalm

memnﬁwmshﬁnmﬂwmg :

lﬁm&mmandpoﬂ;ﬂngmr‘ 4
a 43 Wﬂnkw,_:

mm m&m&h bamas

-alsoaaedasahfemmm

Cpt. Lomil Prado, operations
head of DENR-PRCMO, reported

‘ﬁh&t on November 21, an un-

mﬁﬁed_ female was saved from
' ng because of the trash bar-

Iﬂﬂ&. He said the Philippine Coast

Guard rescued the individual from
drowning near the Intramuros-

‘Binondo Bridge in Pasig River.

' “She was spotted in the water

with a strong current, and the float-
! wbaﬁm lﬁpedpww?n‘her
dmwﬂm& said.

- “We share our deepest gratitude
to Rotary Club of Manila President,

Mr. Herminio §. Esglmfortus

generous donation of 395 trash bas-

m sﬂldlﬁr}saangmda.Dm

_ WW '. )
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 “BY GENIVI VERDEJO

Maritime

WHE International Association of

Ports and Harbors (IAPH) called
for the revision of the International
g anlzamm (IMO)’s Green-"

house Gas Emissions (GHG) Strategy,
s&ttlng a zero emission target by 2050.

PH Technical rAna;oms
Mlﬂmﬂ said: “As chmate science
demonstrates, for the world to stay
on a 1.5 degress Celmus pathway,
international shippi ‘0
de£onm by 2050 at the latest.

[APH supports. all proposals calling

fi out CO2 emlssmns‘fmm

sw@wﬂ% me

: -mal:ket based measul:k \

respec’uw rnterrpedmte tafgels for
2030 and 2040 to define a pmd:ct—

able pathway.”

IAPH supported the early adop-
tﬁoa,;:f a Pa,sket of mi ' mea-

. sures co‘nsrsting of a technical

regulatory instrument, such as the
GHG Global FueT Standard_ and a

IAPH said the early implementa-

tion of a global MBM is essential

in bridging the price gap. between 1
conventional and low- and zero- |

carbon fuels. It will stimulate the

very substantial investments needed

in the supply and value: chains of

such fuels, making them, commer
cially viable. .

A global MBM. prmndes oppor-,

tunities. through the earmarking of
MBM-generaizd revenues.

IAPH said the strategic allo-,

cation of part of the revenues,
“toward port and land infra-
structure-related investments for
~low- and ze?d-cafbon Is, in
‘developing countries has tﬁe‘pb-
tential to drive decarboni n

and g{)w te 10 an, equgta,plee'
energy tra;;sl mﬂ{shiw $i)

B IAPH dedlared éo:r‘tiuuqddtamnm._;gm&nhm&nﬁgﬁmﬁ&m@mmwmthwﬂm FROMTHE 10 W

2an couq-
ar markmg

those u m.: :ﬂm

C.Iunatc‘ ransition Fund
JIAPH willieontinue stressing
these points during the 79¢th ses-

IAPH welcomed Euro
tries’ prposal n

VB,

sion of the IMO Marine Environ-

ment Protection Cominittee on
December 12-16. | el

IAPH ii$ a global alliaiice of 169

| portauthorities, including many of

the world's largest port perators,

as well as 134 port-relited busi-

‘nesses, It is compru. i 37 differ-

I the wnd \

' gontinen -ml ef ports

. Eﬁnd e a] prox1 Iy ne-third-

Ofﬂlsg /C S-SE Dome ’adﬂﬁx‘

well over (0

comauﬁg

o orhe.
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paper for my environmental

share with my dass that the Philip-
pines pioneered a community-based
approach to marine protected area
management. ] spenta whole season
with Canadian classmates and a few
others, like me, who were overseas.

examples of dlimate chaige issues like
Typhoon “Paeng” wreaking havocon
Luzon. The module on agroforestry,
allowed me to share examples from
my little farm where we got yields
from cacao trees we planted five
years ago between coconut and other
native trees. Learning that we had a
head start in marine pmtected areas
management gave me a little sense
of pride. We're not so bad, and we
aren't always climate victims.
Asearlyas 1974, the Philippines set
a framework for coral reef manage-
ment in Sumilon and Apo islands

management course, L was pleased to” "

During this time, 1 represented real-life .
- nity, Not all countries with marine

DATE

' protection fhrough its Pa:ks {k:pmi-e
. URBANISTA ments.In terms ofa pure objectiveto
_T“—'_ protect habitats and biodiversity, the
DAPHNE Philippineswas a pioneer. Exarnples
 OSENA PAEZ  are Apo, Sumilon and Tubbataha.
Tubbataha protects an are of al-
lished. '[hl&lwllted mpromclmgthe ‘most 100,000 hectares of high quality -
coral reef habitats, enhancing biodi- - marine habitats with two big coral
versity, and increasing fish yields for  atolls and a reef, It is a rare example
traditional fishermen in the commu-  of a diverse and almost pristine coral

protected areas (MPAs) commit to
strict no “take zone” declarations.
In the Philippines, we do. And what
we lackin monitoring resources, we
make up for in community man-
agement and involvement, |

The jewel of our MPAs is Tub-

. bataha Reefs Natural Park, 150 ki-

lometers southeast of Puerto Princ-
esa City, Palawan. It was- declared

.a World Heritage Site by Unesco

in 1993. For perspective, Canada

did.not establish its first MPA until |

2003. However it had other legal

frameworks for environmental

reef with a 100 meter perpendicular
wall and lagoon. Over 360 species
of coral and almost 700 spe:ies of
fish are found here, The presence of
apex predators such as the hainmer-
head shark is an indicator of good
ecological balance, Tubbataha is an
important natura] habitat for in-situ
conservation of biological divarsity.
National policies helped strength-
en the protection of marine resourc-
es. In 1988, Tubbataha was estab-
lished by Presidential Proclamation
306 as the first marine national
park by President Corazon Aquino.
In 1995, Prleudent Fidel V. I’amos

Why marlne protected’ area m. tter

ILE workmg on my final *

where a2 “no take zone” was estab-

" established the Presidential Task

Force on Tubbataha Reefs through
Memorandum 128 composed of
government agencies, private sec-
tor and civil society. In 2009, after
almost 20 years of managing the
site as a no-take zone, Tubbataha
was declared a Protected Area under
the Nipas Law through Republic
Act 10067. This prohibited explora-
tion, exploitation, or use of non-
renewable resources, conducting of
bioprospecting without a permit,
introduction of exotic species, to
hunt, catch, fish, kill, take resources.

Despite the laws and policies pro-
tecting Tubbataha, a US Navy war-
ship, USS Guardian, ran aground
on the northern tip of the southern
atoll in 201 3. It damaged over 2,300
square meters of reef and took 72

 days for the ship to be extracted. Also

in 2013, an illegal Chinese fishing
vessel, Min Ping Yu, ran aground
onTubbataha's northern atoll. Only

onesomewhatgood thing came out

of this incident. Tt allowed the Inter:

national Maritime Organization's
declaration in 2017 of Tubbataha
as a sensitive area to be avoided

by maritime routes, giving the area

an extra layer of protection. This
designation is a big breakthrough

because it protects Tubbataha from

the impact of noise, pollution and = tion an

further potential shippingaccidents, an addec
According toaInternational Union within,

for the Conservation of Nature

ihitial objectives of protecting
yring biodiversity within the
area fora long-tevm period, it
dtobe an effective dimate

there is
benefit 01‘ Stori ng carbon
erefore reducing impacts

(TUCN) report in 2020, Tubbatahais ~ s.stored jwithin marine nd coastal
“excellent and at planning, Oceans store more blue
outreach, enforcement, and imple-  catbon per unit area than terrestrial
mentation of co tionand regen-  forests. Protected mangroves; marshes,
eration efforts.” Tubbatahaaddressed ~ seagrass beds also provide dimate
ecologicalissues earlyby declaringita - ¢hange adaptation benefiis like pro-
no-take reserve in 1988, and contin-  tecting coastal communities and
ued to support it'by legislation and - providingfood security. When coastal
international dedarations. There,are  areas are protened under; MPAs,
still some threats that persist from lo- - they continue to play their role as
cal anthropogenic activity, which are | carbon sinks. MPAs witl: complex,
minimized by resident ranger patrol  intact ecosystems resisi and recover
and global impacts of dlimate change.  bietter from climate disturbances
compared to unprol tected areas;

While the establishment of MPAs
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House app
PBBM

n one of the busiest one-day

. sessions in recent memory,
the House of Representatives
approved on third and final
reading on Monday, Dec. 12, 13 bills
identified as priority measures by the
Marcos administration.
The 13 priority measures were
earlier included in the Common
Legislative Agenda (CLA) of the Leg-
islative-Executive Advisory Council
(LEDAC), which President Marcos

ove
priority |

By ELLSON A. QUISMORIO

13

) ills_

first convenead in Odtober 2022,

The approval
brought to 15 the npimber of prior-
ity measures the Hquse had already
approved con final reading since it
resumed session on|Nov. 7.

The 13 approved

@® Natonal

Agrarian Reform Debts Con-
donation

Philippine Passport Act
Internet Transaction Act /
E-Commerce Law
Waste-to-Energy Bill
Free Legal Assistance for
Police and Soldiers
Apprenticeship Act
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) Act

Magna Carta of Barangay
Health

‘Workers 1
Valuation Reform Bill (Pack-
age3) .
Eastern Visayas Develop-
ment Authority (EVDA)
® Leyte Ecological Industrial

Zone

Last week, the lower chamber gave
the final nod on two other measures
included in the CLA of LEDAC—the
Virology Institute of the Philippines,
and the Passive Income and Financial
Intermediary Taxation Act (PIFITA),
the fourth package under the Compre-
hensive Tax Reform Program (CTRP).

The House, along with the Senate,
had earlier ratified the P5.268-trillion
General Appropriations Bill (GAB) or
the proposed natiopal budget.

President Marcos is expected to
sign the GAB when he returns this
week from his trip to Belgium for

Southeast Asian Nations (EU-ASEAN)
ive Summit.

“We will continue working on
the passage of other LEDAC-priority
bills,” House Spéaker Martin Romual-~
dez said on Tuesday, Dec, 13. “We are
on the first stage to full economic
recovery, and we are marching on
the right direction. Judging from in-
terests shown by global businessmen
in our international roadshow with
the President, the Philippines may
soon become the favorite investment
destination in Asia.”

"“We, in Congress, are committed
to bring this goal to reality. Stay the
course with us, and share the benefits
of progress and development. The best
is yet to come,” added Romualdez.

Deputy Speaker and Davao City 3rd
District Rep. Isidro Ungab presided
over Monday's session.

Congress (House and Senate) will
held this year's final session today,
Dec. 14.

 Valuation Reform Bill

Ungab said the Valuation Reform
Bill (House Bill 6558) is a consolida-
tion of several measures filed in the
House meant to institute reforms in
real property valuation and assess-
ment in the country.

The measure seeks 10 promote a

the Buropean Union-Association of  just, equitable, impartial, and nation-

House approves 13 PBBM priority bills 1«

ally consistent real property valuation
based on internationally accepted
valuation standards and principles.

The measure's authors noted the
poor collection efficiency of local
government units (LGUs) severely
hampers their ability to raise revenues
from real properties and correspond-
ingly constrains their ability to pro-
vide the necessary services to their
constituents.

HB 6558 tasks the Bureau of Local
Government Finance (BLGF) of the
Department of Finance (DOF) to lead
and manage the implementation of
the law.

Under the bill, “The BLGF shall
develop, adopt, maintain, and imple-
ment uniform valuation standards
which shall be used by all appraisers
and assessors in the LGUs and other
concerned parties in the appraisal o
valuation of lands, buildings, ma-
chinery and other real properties for
taxation and other purposes.”

Such valuation standards should
comply with internationally accepted
valuation standards and principles.

In coordination with the Bureau of
Internal Revenue (BIR), the BGLF shall
review and ensure that the Schedule
of Market Values (SMVs) prepared by
provincial, city, and municipal asses-
sors is compliant with real property
valuation policies and standards and

recommend its approval to the Secre-
tary of Finance.

The bill provides that “for valu-
ation purposes, all real properties,
whether taxable or exempt, shall be
valued or appraised based on prevail-
ing market values in the locality vwhere
the property is situated, in conlormity
with the valuation standards adopted
pursuant to this Act.”

The DOF secretary shall promul-
gate the rules and regulations for the
valuation of real property.

However, the responsibi ity of
preparing the Schedule of Market
Values (SMVs) for the different ilusses
of real propejty was given to th lo-
cal government assessors, subject to
valuation standards, rules, regula-
tions, and other specifications sut by
the DOF.

Preparation of the SMVs should
be completed within six months fol-
lowing notice from the BLGF to all
local assessors to submit their rivised
SMVs and then submitted to the BLGF
regional office.

The approved SMVs shall be trans-
mitted to the concerned LGU fir the
enactment of the appropriate oidi-
nance setting the amended assess-
ment levels and tax rates. On the sther
hand, the approved ordinance shall
be published in a newspaper of lecal
circulation for two consecutive wecks.

“This law shall not be consiried
to abridge the power of the LGU: (lo-
cal government units) to lower ind

bf the 13 bills

adjust assessment |evels and tax rates
in accordance with the provisions
of Republic Act 7160, as amended,
to provide it to residentiz! property
owners as deemed necessary,” the
bill pointed out

Under the bill, BGLF also has the
responsibility to “develop and main-
tain & comprehensive and up-to-date
electronic database of real property
trangactions and prices of materials
for buildings, machinery, 2
structures” in the cou

“For this purpose, the
require the mandatory submission
of ndcessary documents from the
concerned officizls or employees of
natiopal government offices or in-
strumentalities, LGUs, and the private
sectof,” the bill stated.

BIIGF is also reguired to “formu-
late ahd provide for uniform proce-
dures on the different transactions
in the assessor’s office, including
the transfer, annotat znd issu-
ance pf tax declarations.” To help
achieye the objectives of the law, HB
6558 gstablluhes the Real Property

Valuation Service (RPVS) within
the BLGF.

A Central Consultative Committee
(CCC) is also created under the bill,
whichishall serve as the consultative
forurn|on matters ining to the
setting and adoption of internation-
allyacgepted valuation stand 1rds and
other gelated concerns on real prop-
erty valuation.
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| Taal Voicano rai
‘unstable,’ 40 quakes
recorded in 24 hours

THE Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivlcs) on

Monday recorded 40 volcanic earthquakes in Taal anfa:!u in the past 24
‘hours. . Wy Wi R LN
- Actording to Phivoles, of the recorded earthquakes, two were § cloanic
A 1,500-meter “moderate” emission of steam-laden plum e:}vaﬁ 2o ob-
|80 i:fi-. L theml- o L £ e} S ] i _.

~An average of 2,318 tons per day of sulfur'dioxide (502) was measired in
Taal Volcano on December 8. # gt . ey oy
' Phivoles said Taal Voleanio remains tinder'Alert Level 1, which meznsit is
still in an abnormal condition. ' : !
 Sudden steam-driven or phreatic explosions, volcanic earthquakes, rainor
ashfall and lethal accumulations or expulsions of volcanic gas can occirr and
 threaten areas within the Taal Volcano Island (TV1), according to Phivoles.
. Entry into Taal Volcano Island, particularly in.the vicinites f the i
crater and the Daang Kastila fissure is strictly prohibited., Jane Eleda

. There was also an “upwelling” of hot volcanic fluids in the Taal main crater .
lake : '
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