
 

11 December 2022, (Sunday) 

NEWS 
CLIPPINGS 



GLOBAL G C W  SUNDAY, l l DECEMBER 2022 1 
DAILY TRIBUNE I 

4,000 join DEWS-led 
a1 Bicycle Day event N&,,,,d 

Around 3,000 

of 200 cyding 

inf~duals 
signed up 

for the activity. 

Some4,QQO bicycle enthusiasts took 
part in a mass cycling parade s u w ~  
hosted by the Deparhnent of Envimnment 
and Nahrral Resources in celebration of 
National Bicycle Day 2022. 

Reld lasr 27 November, the mnt marked 
the second year since former President 
Rodrigo Roa Dutelte signed F 'mhWion  
1052 declaring every fourth Sunday of 
November as National Bicycle Day. 

DENR Undersecretary for Field 
OperatiowLuzon, V i  and Ehvironment 
Juan Miguel Cuna said the annual event 
continued to attract more m c i p a n b  a4 
the V i e  has become an alternative mode 
of transporLation given the pandemic. 

'Bicycles are not just fashionable 
and recreational In many ways, cycling 
is a necessity compared to motoriaed 
transportation. It is more economical, 
cleaner, healthier, quieter and faster," Cuna 
said in his speech read by DENR-ShWgic 
Communication and Initiatives Service 
Director WaW. Bayam. 

Around 3,000 members of 200 cycling 
groups and 1,000 individuals s e e d  up 
for the actMty. Bikers trsversed a total of 
51.94 kilomebrs h m  the host city Makati 
to Paw, Manila, Quezon Cia Pas& Taguig 
and back to Makati City. 

A push bike race for ldds aged h, bur 
and Rve years old was also conducted to 
instiU in young minds the importance of 
biking. 

Rizes such as loot bags h m  sponsors, 
hao electric b i  and four mountain b h  
were given away during the came draw. -- A 

1 
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PHDTWRWli CWRTESY aF DEW 
BIKERS pedal along -a Boul&near Lacson Avenue in Manila during the 8th N a W  Bicyde Day on 27 November 2022, organized by 
Vie Department of Environment and Natural Resources. 

For his part, National Bicycle Oganization 
Director Benedict Camara said the biking 
activity was in line with their organization's 
'continuing vision of clean air through a 
bicyclekiendly Philippine." 

The DENR, through irs SCISStrateglc 
Alliance and Environm$ntd Partnership 
D i i o n ,  has psrtnered with the NBO since 
2014 in pmmoting bicycles as an alternative 
means of transportation. 

The DENR, through the SCIS, was 
instrumental in the signing in November 

'2020 of ProclamaLion 10S2, which seeksto including government-owned o r  
ensure ecological inkgrityand aclean and government-controlled corporations 
healthy environment. and state universities and colleges, are 

The proclamation directs the DENR eqjoined to participate in the said event. 
to lead the observance and celebration of Local government units, a s  well 
National Bicycle Dw in mrdlnation with as  the private sector, a r e  likewise ' 
relevantnongovenunento~onsand encouraged to actively participate I 
civil society groups. and render support 

and assistance to the 
all other agencies and DENR for the effective 
instrumentalities of the implementation of the ...... 
national government, proclamation. I I 
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AT BIGGEST BIODIVERSITY SUMMIT 

WORKERS set up the Montreal Convention Centre on December 2 in preparation for the COP15 
UN conference on biodiversity in Montreal. Environmental leaders are gathering in Montreal to 
hammer out a framework they hope will help provide much-needed protection for the world's 
biodiversity. PAUL(HIASSONITHE(ANADIAN PRESSVIAAP 

T HE most important gathering on 
biodiversity in a decade kicked off this 
past week in Montreal, where countries 

wil l  negotiate an ecological deal that could 
hold equal significance to the 2015 Paris 
Agreement on climate change. 

That's becausescientistsview biodiversity 
as one of the chief weapons in combating 
global warming. 

Protecting the world's ecosystems, and 
thediverseIifewithinthem,fromdestruction, 
pollution and other threats, also means 
protecting natural carbon sinksthat absorb 
emissions. , Businesses are increasingly interested 

I 
in  meeting their Environmental, Social and 
Governance(ESG) goals through biodiversity , measures-such as forestry preservation- 
and a record number of financial institutions 

I are expected to attend the conference known 
as 15th Conference of Parties (COP15). 

The United Nations-run gathering have 
representativesfrom 191 countriesandfollows 
COP27, a larger UN summit focused on climate 
change that took place in Egypt last month. 

COP15runsfrornDecember7toDecember 
19. Here's what you need to know: 

What's on the table 
REPRESENTATIVES are negotiating the 
wording of an agreement that lays out 
four long-term biodiversity goals for 

1 2050, and 23 specific "action targets" to 
be completed by 2030, according to  a news 
release from the UN on Sunday. 

The latter group includes eight targets 
to protect biodiversity, and five geared at 
making sure humans use nature sustainably 
andshare its bountiesand benefitsequitably. 

The remainder are tools and solutions to 
achieve those targets and goal! 

The final text  requires u n a n i m o ~  
agreement to pass. 

Who wiH be there 
HIGH-LEVEL talkswill be handled mainly t 
environment ministers. The work builds a 
goals first established by the UN Conventia 
on Bi~logical Diversity, which wassigned 3 
years ago at the Rio Earth Summit and hi 
been ratified by nearly 200 countries. 

The US, which has not ratif ied th 
convention, is expected to playa key behinc 
the-scenes role as a COP15 observer, give 
recent progress in this area under Preside1 
Joe Biden. 

That includes his appointment ( 

a special envoy for biodiversity and wat~ 
rsources, the Inflation Reduction Act, an 
a new report on nature-based solutior 
for climate unveiled by the White Hou! 
at COP27. 

About 1,400 organizations-includin 
nongovernment  organizat ions an 
businesses from 103 countries-a1 
attending the conference as well. 

Support fr0.m the fjnancial sector 
seen as key to successfully implementin 
an agrement because funding to suppo 
biodhersity measures is currently far le 
than various estimates of what's needed. 

Who won't be there 
WORLD leaders are unlikely t o  atten 
but fewer speeches and less pomp m 
circumstance may be a #rod thing in  tern 
of getting more technical work done. 

Canada's Pr ime Min is ter  Justi 
Trudeau wil l  be the notableexception,givt 
Canada is the host country. (Technically th 
meeting should be taking place i n  Chin 
which holds the COP15 presidency, but 
was moved due to Covid lockdowns.) 

I 
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TO get companies to adopt nature positive 
1. Targets and goals practices, businesses and financial 
2030: The biggest news to come out of institutions could be required to track and 
COP15 would be a consensus on what's disclose their effect on biodiversity. 
known as the "30 by 30" target. It asks The aim would be to cut negative 
countries to commit to protecting 30 impacts by at least half by 2030, with a 
percent of the world's land and sea by 2030, gradual increase toward positive impacts. 
including key ecosystems around the world. The trick will be measuring progress, 

"It has gained enough support prior according to Jessica Smith, nature lead at 
to the meeting to stand a high chance of the United Nations Environment Programme 
landing. But it isn't a foregone conclusion," Finance Initiative. Unlike emissions, she 
says Alistair Purdie, an analyst at clean says, changes to ecosystems aren't tracked 
energy research group BloombergNEF (BNEF) 
and lead author of a recent report released 
by the group ahead of COP15. Disclosures has been making progress on 

. "Brazil, IndonesiaandSouth Africaare yet 
to commit, so compromises from developed 
countries in other areas like finance and y robust definition of 
genetic resource benefit sharing will need nature positive,"she says. 
to be made," Purdie says 

Genetic resource sharing means 
distributing any benefits-including LACK offinancing wasoneofthereasonsthe 

1 profit-that come from using genes found last biodiversity agreement, struck in 2010, 
in the world's living organisms to create failed to meet its targets. 
new products. TheCOP15 framework identifiesaglobal 

Agriculture isan obvious example: much gap of $700 billion a year that would need 
of the genetic information used to create to be bridged for success. 
new, drought-resistant crops comer; from In their report, BNEF analysts noterhis 
plants in the Southern hemisphere but the is "seven times laraer than the finance 
companies developing them are typically goal that has proved a pinch point in climate 
in the north. Medicine would be another talks." 
example. Target 19 calls for at least $200 billion 

2050: An agreed goal to not .only halt, a year in financing by 2030 to narrow that 
but also start to reverse biodiversity loss gap.The elimination of half a billion dollars 
by 2050 would be meaningful. That would worth of harmful subsidies per year would 
likely mean enhancing the world's natural make up the rest. 
ecosystems, tackling extinctions, and Significant financial "capacity building" 
maintaining genetic diversity among the will be needed to free up funds, says Ryan 
planet's lifeforms. This cquld be expressed Riordan, research director of the Institute . 
merely as an aspiration or backed up with for Sustainable Finance at Canada's Queen's 
numerical targets, University. 

BNEF's report puts the chances of a "We need to develop the tools, and the 
' 

meaningful deal a t  fifty-fifty but says, i f  it methods, and the technology to value this 
happens, COP15 could be as significant as stuff better: he says. "It's really easy for us 
tbe 2015 Paris Agreement. . to take a look at balance sheets and income 

statements of firms. How do we do that for 
2. 'Nature pcbsiti~e~lang~age habitats, or salt marshes, or peat bogs or 
THE idea of stopping and eventually coral reefs? " 
reversing blodiversjty loss-a strategy Just as governments need a way to 

b o w n  as "nature positive1'-is becoming measure nature-positive impacts, the 
the newnnetzerowin terms of planet-friendly financial sector needs to be able to place a 
guidingprin~iplesfornationsandb~sinesses. dollar value on biodiversity improvements 

me concept underpins many proposals in the , or avoiding degradation. Some of the 

draft agreement. solutions being discussed within the 

Target 18, for example, calls for slashing - financial community include a biodiversity 

government subsidies and incentives that index or biocredits. 
harm biodiversity by at least $500 billio 
a year, and ensuring future incentives a[ 5. Indigenou~ rights 
-. I-.+ nsrn+rr.I 2nd inrrpacinolv ~ositive. ' THERE isa growing recognition of thevalue 

indigenous peoptes can provide as stewards 
1' 

of biodiversity. 
:: The current framework aims to mak 

sure their traditional knowledge guide 
biodiversity decisions, their consent is given 
and their rights are upheld. 

I t  also acknowledges that decision 
making, and benefits to natural Systems 
need to be shared equitably among people 
cultures and countries. 

Danielle Bochove/Bluomberg New 


























