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- sparkles, to end

yeai

e Department of En-
vironment and Natural
Resources ([)éNR_) sees a
promhsmg mining industry
performance, with output
expected to end on a high
note by yearend.

" DENR Secretary Ma. An-
tonia Yulo-Loyzaga said the
mnungmduﬁtry would hia.ve
a “quite positive” perfor-

qof ﬁtifypar e

s very p mising, as

you know, fcr this year. We
don’t have the figures for
the sem&»tér yet (but as
earl as) the hrst ‘semester,

ve nnhce the uptlck
altea y in revenues,” she

Latest dilLJ from the
Mines and (Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) showed the
country’s metallic mineral
production remained up-

beat as output e_{‘panded by

nearly 30 percent as of end-
er cliue to higher
- and prices of nickel

ngucﬁen.. ?}*lue rose by

29.21 t'to ?5.61 bil-

hon fmram Janue: bem
year. This was

by bulli h met

nickel ore and gold as well as

h;ghadoutpﬂtm’ oid, silver,

Septem

Prices of nickel ore
]umped by 47.21 percent to
$11.97 per poun

‘Gold also saw a 1.36 per-
cent increase ‘11 prices from
$1,801.97 per tedy ounce to
$1,826.47 year-cn-year, based
on the Bangko Sentral Ng
Pilipinas (BSP) bulletin.

MGB dq.ta showed nickel
er wi

pnees nf'

Bretwrmg -

_mining, Loyz%g _ said the
: agéﬂcyp

its nickel

on high note

by—products mixed mckeF‘

-'1

cobalt sulfide (LWCS) an% :

scandium oxalate — con

ued to have the largest shaz!e
at49.4 percent, t:orimbu
P86.94 billion. ﬂ%

Gold camemseéémd cor-

nering 38.32 percent and rak-
_ing in P67.45 billion.

Copper took the third

spot, accmmtmg for 10.7¢
percent, with a value of P
billion. . °

The collectlve value‘bf
silver, chromite and ir
ore contributed about 1*49

~ percent of the total at P2.

billion — the ﬁrsta ime that
the joint values of these
commodities exceeded the

. P1-billion mark. _
' Tosustam&wgmwth.tlflg

DENB, said it was looking

cl atsmall- sqalenmg
and | pohc;les that ;

u; dahng, :
As of Au
had 53
mLuzmﬁueemﬁreVisayﬂa;
and 33 in Mindanao.
DENR Undersecretary for
policy, planning and interna-
tional affairs and spokesper-

. son Jonas Leones said small

scalemmmgxsmt
for in the MGB.
“What we have is the

o,

tion, and we don’t see w

their output is sold. The 4

scheme now is Minahang
Bayan so that we can

we can assist them,” he said.
“To develop small-scale

thecuuﬁ:try-
Bayan -17

i |

large scale, but for the. m‘nﬁ@l .
scale, there’s no acx:oun%
There’ Salsonosocmlpmteg-;;

them, we can protect‘ them, ..

brother, small brother ap
”We1."eha::11:nnlgl that wmeofthela:ge
companies can help us with the social
protection and environmental protection
side for the small-scale miners,” she said.
“These are where we need to concen-
trate [on] because, as you know;, there
are needs as far as theMumhangBayan
process is concerned, especially in the
protection of our small-scale miners.
There’s also an aspect to environmental
- protection because as you know small-
scale miners are only allowed to use
certain artisanal tools,” Loyzaga said.
The DENR is also w with the
United Nations Industrial Development
Organization to help shift away from the
use of mercury in the small-scale mining
areas.
The agency also cited the need for a
collaboration and close cooperation with
local government to further develop Mi-
nahang Bayan. g
“We are very keen to actually expand
the conversation with DILG, es y
with their local chief executives because
they are at the forefront of the Minahang
Bayan practice,” Loyzaga said. ;
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product:lon value prormsmg

and Natural Resources (DENR) is

optimistic the growth of the coun-

try’s metallic mineral production
value has been sustained this quarter.

“It’s very promising... for this -
year.We:dOtftl'me&mﬁgmrfor'

the final semester yet but in the

first semestet, we have noticed the

uptick already in revenues. It’s really
a balancing act, we need to be able
to enjoy these economic gains. Tt will
a]soba]ancedxeemnmmenulpro-
tecﬂonmdeforthcmuﬂogmdmtry
Yulo-Loyzaga in a i riefing in Pasay
City on Wednesday,

’IheI\ﬁncsdeeﬁsumcesBu«
reau(MGB)repomdtheommtry’s
metallic mineral
jumped 29.21 pcrcentm the first
nine months of 2022 to P175.61
billion from P136.21 billion in the
same period in 2021 pushed by
higher metal prices of  nickel ore
and gold paired by increased mine
output of gold, silver, chromite
and iron ore.

The DENR is set to updatc the

Small-Scale Mining Act by adopt-

tofEnvitomnmt-

2 m’)

- ing “big brother, small brother ap-

proach.” “We’re hoping some of the

htgecompmunhelpusw:ﬂxﬂm
n and environmental

pmtecuonmdcforsmaﬂ-mlemm

said.
‘There ate 53 Minahang Bayan:
that can be subdivided intc
little plots where “different individ-
ual or small-scale miners can actually
partake of the values...,” she said.

- A Minahang Bayan is 2 common

area where small-scale miners are
allowed to legally operate. Most of
these are in the Cordillera Adminis-
trative Region and Davao Regjon.

: in Minahang Bayan include the pro-

tection of small-scale miners and
environmental protection as small-
mlemmemmonlyaﬂowedtom
certain artisanal tools. :
DENR Undersecretary Jonas
Leone said policy improvements
related to small-scale mining are
needed as the sector’s contribution
and production are hard to account.
Leones added small-scale min-
ers do not have social protection
and an assured matket and are not
ﬁpcﬂymgulamdaudﬁsismdby
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Strong Q4 seen
for mlnmg sector

Ey_.loﬁeene ii.._l:agére
@jordeenelagare

A government official is expect-
ing the Philippine mining sec-
ror to sustain ity upbeat perfor-
mance for the entire 2022 after
remaining in positive territory
as of end-Septeinber.

“It's very promising for this
year. We don’t have the figures
for the final sernester yet but in
the first semes:er, we have no-
ticed the uptick already in rev-
enues,” Environment Secretary
Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga

said in a chance interview. “It's

quite positive.”

The value of metal produc-
tion in the country has been on
the upside since the beginning
of 2022, implying its recovery
from the inconsistencies in the
rules governing the industry.

The Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) earlier reported
metallic production reached
P48.61 billion in the first quar-
ter, representing an expansion
of 26.21 percent.

Then, in the first semes-
ter, the value of metal produc-
tion surged by 39.42 percent to
P112.66 billion.

Just this week, the MGB said
local metallic mineral produc-
tion grew by 29.21 percent to
P175.61 billion.

For these reference periods,
the sector's optimistic perfor-
mance has been primarily at-
tributed to high metal prices, cou-
pled with rising metal production.

“Overall, there was a re-
markable increase in the value
of mineral commodities, year-
on-year,” the MGB said in a re-
port released this week.

The MGB noted in the inter-
national scene, -experts project

- metal prices to decline m%@

. fourth qué.rter of 2022 up to next

year, “reflective of weaker global
growth and concerns over a slow-

‘down in China’s demand due to

its zero COVID policy and slow-
down of its real estate sector.”
“But still, experts went on
to say that prices are expected
to remain higher than their av-
erage over the past five years,
which is a positive thing for our
local mining industry,” it added.
Back home, the government
is banking on the potential of
the mining sector to drive the
country’s economic growth

through the declaration of more

Minahang Bayan or small-scale
mining sites.

Identifying additional Mina-
hang Bayan areas “is the govern-
ment’s strategy to first, effect an
orderly, systematic, and ecolog-
ically balanced administration

and disposition of small-scale

mining areas,” the MGB noted.
To date, the Philippines has
declared 53 Minahang Bayan
sites—17 in Luzon, three in Vi-
sayas and 33 in Mindanao. 3
For metallic minerals, com-
modities will be limited only to
gold, silver and chromite, and shall

have a term of two years, renew-
. -Il g <

able fora sum]ar period but not to
exceed a total term of six years.

In line with President Mar-
cos’ directive, the Department
of Environment and Natural
Resources is strengthening the
regulatory framework govern-
ing the mining sector, specifi-
cally small-scale mining.

“We are looking very closely
[into] this Small-Scale Mining Act
and what needs to be done to up-
date it,” said Loyzaga in a briefing.

The government, she said, is
putting a prime on small-scale
mining to ensure their safety
and protection. ina
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lts su sidlane-. get together for

the first ime as a (roup in Surigao |
del Norte proviice to map their (=48

and absorb the new
menital law issued by
_t of Envi_ronment

Pprotection right: sefore the start
of actual mining| operation and
not only during rehabil!tamn
proceedings thqt continue
- end of mlne
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undreds  of cyclists
joined “Padyak Pasay:
Moving Tegether To-
wards' One Eco City)
a fun bike ride around the
Mall of Asia Complex as
part of the festivities, The
bike ride celebrated Pasay
ag an eco-city, as the lo-
cal povernment endeavers
to make environmenial
awareness a driving force o
achleve greater growth and
development for the ciny.
Pasay City Mayor Hon. Emni
Call xto-Rubiana opened the
bike ride, together with City
Councilors and representa-
tives of SM Prime Holdings,
Inc., SM Supermalls, the De-
pariment of Transportation
(DOTr), the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and bilie
organizations such as Beg-
Seexleta For Every Juan.
‘These celebrations are
very lmportant to us at SM
Cares, because, we believe
thal progress should be s
susfainable as it is achie-
able. Proof of this is our
advocacy to create a bicy-
cle-friendly community for
everyone, where we wark
with our local governmenis
to make bike facilities more
accessible—from hike
lanes, to hike racks and bike
reprir stops in our various
properties,” Queenie Di-
zon-Rodulfio, SAVP for Mall
Based Business Units and
Operations Services of 54
Suparmalls said.

A Bike  Safery Clinc
taught children how to bike
responsibly in the city by
wearing safety gear and oh-
serving road signs.

Meanwhile, SM Cares
also held a Blke Safety Clinic
especially designed for Kids.
Thircy children from Pasay
together with their paremis
were educated about the
meaning of various road
Signages, hand signals, and
were also instructed on
how to properly wear safe-
ty equipment. The children
received thelr personal hel-
meti, elbow and knee pads
from SM Cares to encourage
them to have a lifelong af-
finity for biking. This evere
was supported by DOTr,
Decathion Philippines, MX;,
Beesckleta for Every Juan
and Tropang Wamen Biker:.

“We have been advc-
cating road safety for our
cyclists by [partnering with
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‘SM Cares leads klck-off of

Nati bnal Bilee Weeker

A Bike Safety Clinic taught children how to hike responsibly in the city by weering safety gear and observing road signs.

the Department of Transporta-
tion and bicyele organizations
to provide safety manuals and
training, Fromaduit gyclists and
delivery riders, we are teaching
our children to become respon-
sible cyclists, too” Dizon-Rod-
ulfo sald.

The event alie saw the
launch of 8M PadyaKabuhayan,

talnable livelihood through sus-
tainable mobility. The program
provides a means of earning for
families in need, many of them
benencl.a.ries of the Pantawid

ilyang Pilipino P ar
41’5. fralso expands the benefits
of bikes, from belng more than
an environmentally-friend-
Iy fnrm of transportation to a
source of income.

a program that pr sus-

Beneficlaries of the program re-
ceived bicycle food carts, com-
+ prehensive training on handling
a business and road safety tips
for bicycle vendors. The pro-
gram was undertakeh in part-
nership with Pasay City's Sp-
cial Welfare Department, Kalye
Negasyo, and DTL
“BM Cares believes in work-
ing together with a multi-stake-

holder approach for our pro-
grams. We have always been
about supporting communities,
and we believe that social inclu-
sion i3 vital in creating lasting
change. Through this, we hope
to help achieve the UN Sustain-
able Development Goals 'SDG
11: Sustainable Cities and Com-
munities; which underscores

and settlements inclusive,
safe, resitient, and sustain-
able” said Dizan-Rodulfo.

National Blke Day, which
is celebrated every fourth
Sunday of November, is cel-
ebrated in line with Procla-
mation No. 1052-which was
signed by former President
Rodrige Duterte in 2020-
with the aim to promote the
environmental benefits of
using bicycles.

SM Cares is the Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility
arm of SM Supermalls, with
programs that support com-
munities, promote social
inclusion, and care for the
environment. Aside from
the creation of bike-friend-
Iy SM Malls, its advoca-
cies include Pragrams for
the Environment, Persons
with Disabilities, Women
& Breasifeeding Mothers,
Children & Youth, and Se-
nior Citizens.

TOLEARN MORE, VISIT

the importance of making cities
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Save the environment, minimize

hkerwersthataremtaltoﬁshermen s
livelihood.”

With this in mind, the House of Representatives
passed on third and fmalreadmgtlnsweekl{ouseBﬂl
No. 4102 that proposes to raise the P20 excise tax on
smgle—useplasucbagsbyt,oo;:ezcmt'l‘twbﬂldefmes

single-use plastic bags as secondary level plastics made
ofwnﬂleth:orsenn synthetic organic polymer such as
“ice,” “labo,”
usedaspadagmgforgnodsmpmducts

This is another step in the right direction to re-
duce plastic waste and help save the environment. It
will likewise be a good complement to Republic Act
No. 9003 (Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of

~2000) and Republic Act No. 11898 (Extended Producer

Responsibility Act).

The environment problem is enormous, no doubt '

about it. In fact, United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres amplified the magnitude of the
global problem when he called on governments and
multinational corporations to stop the “the orgy of
destruction.”

- “With our bottomless appetite for unchecked and
unequal economic growth, hurnamty has become a
weapon of mass extinction,” Guterres said ahead of
the formal opening of biodiversity talks in Canada.
“Our land, water, and air are poisoned by chemicals
and pesticides, and choked with plastics.”

In pushing for House Bill 4102, Albay Rep. Joey
Salceda, one of the authors, noted that the Philippines
is the third largest contributor to plastic pollution. This
is backed by a World Bank study that shows “a stag-
gering 2.7 million tons of plastic waste are generated in

~the Philippines each year, and an estimated 20 percent

or “sando” bags, with or without handle,

or terminate use of plastics

ends up in the ocean.”

With stiffer tax under this mezsure, together with
the Extended Producer Responsibility Act, we express
hope that this will discourage manufacturers from
producing single-use plastic and ir stead come up with
more environment-friendly packaging products in a

‘bid to lessen plastic pollution tha: seriously impacts

biodiversity and climate change.
As the product connotes, single -use plastic is used

only once. The product doesn't fully decompose and
only breaks down into pieces, the: process of which
takes hundreds of years. And since it is produced from
fossil fuels, the greenhouse gases it emits during pro-
duction contributes to climate change.

And just to underscore the adverse effects of single -
use plastic, American oceanographer: and environmern -
tal activist Philippe Cousteau Jr. once said: “One of my
big pet peeves is single-use plasticbags. I thinkit’s one
of the stupidest ideas in the world.”

The single-use plastic bag bill is a good comple -
ment to the Extended Producer Responsibility Act,
which requires obliged corporations—the brand
owners and product manufacturers—to recover 80
percent of their plastic packaging wastes or face up to
£20 million fine.

We commend our lawmakers for coming up with
measures to address this global corncern. Discourag-
ing the production and use of singl¢--use plastic bags
may come with a stiff price as producing a more
environment-friendly product may mean higher
cost. But the higher price tag is pittince compared to

 its long-term beneficial effect on mankind. What is

paramount is the preservation of the environment for
the sake of survival. _

Let humanity be an instrument of survival, instead
of being a weapon of mass extinction.

EDITORIAL

CARTOON
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Save the environment,
- minimize or terminate
use of plastics

“Plastic pollution seriously
endangers the ecosystem,
especially bodies of water like
rivers that are vital to fisher-
men's livelihood.”

With this in mind, the House
of Representatives passed on
third and final reading this
week House Bill No. 4102 that
proposes to raise the 020 ex-
cise tax on single-use plastic
bags by 400 percent. The bill
defines single-use plastic bags
as secondary level plastics
made of synthetic or semi-
synthetic organic polymer
such as “ice,” “labo,” or “sando”
bags, with or without handle,
used as packaging for goods
or products.

This is another step in the
right direction to reduce plas-
tic waste and help save the
environment. It will likewise
be a good complement to Re-
public Act No. 9003 (Ecologi-
cal Solid Waste Management
Act of 2000) and Republic Act
No. 11898 (Extended Producer
Responsibility Act).

The environment problem is
enormous, nt doubt about it.
In fact, United Nations Secre-
tary General Antonio Guterres
amplified the magnitude of the
global problem when he called
on governments and multina-
tional corporations to stop the

“the orgy of destruction.”

“With our bottomless appe-
tite for unchecked and unequal
economic growth, human-
ity has become a weapon of
mass extinction,” Guterres said
ahead of the formal opening of
biodiversity talks in Canada.
“Our land, water, and air are
poisoned by chemicals and
pesticides, and choked with
plasties.”

In pushing for House Bill
4102, Albay Rep. Joey Salceda,
one of the authors, noted that
the Philippines is the third
largest contributor to plastic
pollution. This is backed by a
World Bank study that shows
“a staggering 2.7 million tons of
plastic waste are generated in
the Philippines each year, and
an estimated 20 percent ends
up in the ocean.”

With stiffer tax under this
measure, together with the Ex-
tended Producer Responsibility
Act, we express hope that this
will discourage manufactur-
ers from producing single-
use plastic and instead come
up with more environment-
friendly packaging products in
abid tolessen plastic pollution
that seriously impacts biodi-
versity and climate change.

As the product connotes,
single-use plastic is used only
once. The product doesn’t fully
decompose and only breaks
down into pieces, the process
of which takes hundreds of
years. And since it is produced
from fossil fuels, the green-
house gases it emits during
production contributes to
climate change.

And just to underscore the
adverse effects of single-use
plastic, American oceanogra-
pher and environmental activ-
ist Philippe Cousteau Jr. once
said: “One of my big pet peeves
is single-use plastic bags. I
think it’s one of the stupidest
ideas in the world.”

The single-use plastic bag
bill is a good complement

to the Extended Producer

Responsibility Act, which re-
quires obliged corporations—
the brand owners and product
manufacturers—to recover 80
percent of their plastic packag-
ing wastes or face up to 020
million fine.

We commend our lawmak-
ers for coming up with mea-
sures to address this global
concern. Discouraging the
production and use of single-
use plastic bags may come
with a stiff price as producing
a more environment-friendly
product may mean higher
cost. But the higher price tag
is pittance compared to its
long-term beneficial effect
on mankind. What is para-
mount is the preservation of
the environment for the sake
of survival.

Let humanity be an instru-
ment of survival, instead of
being a weapon of mass ex-
tinetion.
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Egrets, cards — it's Christmas!

andcauyonﬁ*omthetelwamtosee

mawdi&mcmﬁomhere It is also time for the Christmas maddmamponanemdope
':mxgﬁéhfqmmmnsdmymr card,amdnimthaﬁhot&onm’ﬁx mdm&zmmmofwhonm

VAN G o ot i | |
template us. Itisa ﬁaélmgofaqﬁe electronic ) Asﬁxghﬂlemplaﬂmhmln
i i vice, sta w@mmwwﬁhp&md’

ence, of memories of past days, past

experiences, past}oysandso:mm s

Some of our t3‘:vntmnprc:ctar;;:;s‘(Eye
gone. lcmg ne. but
mﬂ:mﬁnﬁe}rﬂwrgzmo?mfﬁeyhm
lﬂbe%%amwhaxm

we are

e e e
tothepast, presmtand future and

eadmtlmihsﬂusumemorethan

idotﬁé
Tl;lere is muéh ‘t]o worry about,
'bulﬂ:g Esaisbhopetﬁai C

5.2 ){ « '. i :
saﬂ%fa gl
overcome what causes our pain

and grief, our distrust and unease

by better days. Everyonp ive
must be grateful for the gift of
hfe, desp:te whatever negzum
it may bring. Iti is worth celé:mr-
ng because it is ultimately a gtft,
originating from the divine.

eis and Ch as cards
o i A

An eatiy Merry Christmas toall.
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r185 exotic wﬂdllfe species

‘rescued in Laguna — DENR

By DANIEL ESTACIO

CALAMBA GITY Laguna-
. = The Criminal Invesngatlon

- 2nd Detectio Group (CIDG)-

Laguna Provincial Field Unit

rescued exotic wildlife species
valued at 800,000 folluwmg
abuy-bust operation in Sltlo 4,
Barangay Oogong, ‘Santa Cru

Laguna.

sion (ED) and Licenses, Patents

‘and Deeds Dlvismn (LPD'D), :

recovered 185 exotic wildlife

- Species, among them a ball py-

thon (Python regius), emperor
scorpion (Pandinus imperator),
and Mexican rose tarantula
(Aphonopelma Pallidum).
These are classified as Ap-
pendix IT in the Convention on
International Trade in Endan-

i geredSpecmsofWﬂdFaunaand
_ Flora (CITES).

Police, assisted by the De-

partment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) Re-
gion 4-A-Enforcement Divi-

Other non—CI&'ES w:ldhfe

confiscated were a Leopard
‘Gecko (Eublepharis macu-

larius) and adult and juvenile

Bearded Dragons (Pogona vit-
ticeps] J
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ADDED STRESS ON THE PHILIPPINE
EAGLE—AND THEIR PROTEGTORS

3y Erwin M. Mascariiias
and Ryan D. Rosauro
@IngNational

DAVAO CITY—In
March las! year, a
group of three Ma-
nobo tribeimen on
their way to gather
rattan in the up-
lands of Lingig, Surigao del Sur
province, heard the ciies of a
huge bird caught in & trap for
monmnitor lizards.

The hunters however de-
manded a Ps,000 ransom for
the bird, which sent one of the
tribesmen, Cabungso-an coun-
‘ilman Jerry Cotic, back to the
village to raise the money. The
bird, which was released to the
vild eight months later, turned
out to be a Philippine Eagle, the
critically endangered :national
bird. ;

In . August 2020, another
raptor was sold off in Gigaquit
town, Surigao del Norte prov-
ince. Ryan Orquina bought

from wildlife traders for
P8,000, and contacted the Phil-
ippine Eagle Foundaticn (PEF)
to take the bird to its ccnserva-
tion facility in Davao Ciiy.

Human persecution
These incidents are alarm-

according to Dr. Jayson
Ibanez, PEF's director for re-
search and conservation, as
they reduce the naticral bird
into items of trade. Fi noted

Ing,

that the pandemic-triggered
economic hardship had driven
people in communities near the
forests to rely on timber poach-

‘ing, wildlife hunting and slash-

and-burn farming for survival,
thus putting greater pressure
on conservation work.

From March 2020 until
March 2021, PEF had record-
ed and attended to 10 rescued
eagles in Mindanao, of which

-five were returned to the wild.

Seven of them had suffered
human persecution: four were
trapped, one hit by an impro-
vised shotgun and two hunted
down. Conservationists define
human persecution as activities
that threaten the species, such
as shooting, hunting and defor-
estation. This prompted PEF
during the pandemic to bolster
its support for patrols by com-
munity volunteers to check on
these unsustainable practices
and protect the raptors.

In partnership with private
and government agencies, PEF
trained and provided support
for at least 250 forest guards

in cormunities hosting eagle

nesting sites around Mt. Apo,
and in the provinces of Bukid-
non, Cotabato, Davao Oriental,
Leyte and Southern Leyte.

In remote indigenous and
local communities vulnera-
ble to the impact of COVID-19,
PEF provided emergency aid in
exchange for their continued
conservation work. In Arakan,

Cotabato, 28 families got food
packs for gathering and donat-
ing 14,000 seedlings of endemic
trees, which were later planted
in barren lands close to an ea-
gle nesting site. Four women’s
groups in various areas were

‘also given small grants for

emergency livelihood initia-
tives.

According to Ibanez, finding
eagle pairs and protecting their
families are integral to the rap-
tor’s conservation.

In 2020, amid pandemic
travel restrictions, PEF field
researchers documented four
eagle pairs, bringing to 42 the
number of known raptor cou-
ples in Mindanao: 14 in Bukid-
non, 11 in Davao Oriental, 10
around Mt. Apo and the rest in
parts of the Caraga region, Sa-
rangani, Misamis and Zambo-
anga provinces. There is also a
known pair in Luzon and three
pairs in Samar.

Financial challenges
PEF has mobilized volun-
teers to restore the forests in
Davao City and Arakan, where
raptors get shelter and food,
and where they reproduce and
nourish their offspring.

- But the lockdowns have
presented financial challeng-
es to the foundation, as they
crippled tourism in Davao City
where PEF is both a conserva-
tion facility and an ecotourism
site. Before the pandemic, some

- wild.

200,000 tourists visit the center
every year, with PEF earning
from the entrance fee that has
since been raised to P300 be-
cause of added tour activities.
At the height of the lock-
downs, PEF lost P2 million in
reventes. :
According to PEF executive
director Dennis Salvador, they
currently operate on an annu-
al budget of P30 million to P40
million, with the revenues from
the center contributing a fourth
of it, and the rest coming main-
ly from corporate and private
grants and sponsorships. ;
Organized in 1987, PEF is
“dedicated to saving the endan-
gered Philippine Eagle and its

rainforest habitat.” The raptor

is among the rarest in the world
as it can only be found in the
islands of Luzon, Samar, Leyte |
and Mindanao. The Interna-
tional Union for Conservation

_ of Nature estimates that there

are only 400 pairs left in the

In 1992, the Davao facil-
ity successfully hatched the
captive-bred eaglets Pag-asa
(Hope) and Pagkakaisa (Uni-
ty), a breakthrough in eagle
conservation. In December
last year, the 29th chick was
hatched.

Salvador said the goal was
to see more eagles reproduce
and thrive in the wild, which
means biological research
should also be supported. va'
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campaigns even
as the pandemic
still raged.
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technology and its
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s Masungi Foundation stands

its ground for nature

Its park rangers have been facing threats, its officers on edge. The situation at the Rizal georeserve shows
why the country is now deemed one of the world’s most dangerous places for environmental defenders

By Dempsey Reyes
@dempseyreyesINQ

In September  this
year, Masungi Geo-
reserve Foundation
8 bagged the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals Action Award,
which honors change-makers and
initiatives that drive transforma-
tive action around the world.

The UN award acknowledg-
es the risks that the Masungi
foundation has faced especially
in 2022. Such dangers are repli-
cated in other parts of the coun-
try, earning it the unenviable
reputation of being one of the
deadliest places for environ-
mental defenders.

In February, seven Masungi
park rangers were assaulted by a
group of men believed to be work-
ing for resorts illegally construct-
ed inthe conservadon area. While
the park rangers were eating at a
canteen, 30 men surrounded their
vehicles, hurling a big rock and
damaging one of them.

Two rangers were hospital-
ized after they were mugged.
One of the attackers was iden-
tified by the foundation as the
suspact in a shooting incident

SELF SUSTMNING The Masungl Georeserve has become oneaf the Ia:gestmllaboratwe reforestatm efforts inthe country
using self-generated funds from geotourism. Through visits to the trails, the foundation is able to sustainably finance the con-
servation of the area. All these were achieved despite the risks faced by the staff, park rangers and officers from vested interests
encroaching into the protected area, ~MASUNGI GEORESERVE FOUNDATION/INQUIRER PHOTO

where other park rangers were
targeted in July last year.

The mauling in February
promypted the foundation to make
yet another appeal to the gov-
erment, urging the Degartment
of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) to take a “pro-
active" stand and condemn the
violence directed at the Masungi
rangers, The DENR regional of-

fice in Calabarzon (Cavite, Lagu-
na, Rizal and Quezon), however,
downplayed the incident and tried
10 turn the tables on the founda-
tion by alleging that the rangers
were carrying arms themselves.
The foundation’s mandate
to protect and conserve the
2,700-hectare land around the
Masungi Georeserve is covered
by its memorandum of agree-

ment (MOA) with the DENR,
signed during the term of the
late Gina Lopez in 2017. The
task would prove to be Hercu-
lean with the resort owners and
their security contractors con-
stantly testing the foundation's
resolve and the DENR seeming-
ly looking the other way.

In Sepeember, some 30 armed
men, allegeclly belonging to a se-

curity agency, encamped along
the Marikina-Infanta Highway
near the Upper Marikina Riv-
er Basin Protected Landscape
which is under the foundation’s
watch. Police, however, made
no amests despite seizing over z
dozen firearms from that group
The authorities did not file

any charges, while the DENR Pg
sounded ‘“dismissive” of
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ITS GROUND FOR NATURE
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~ what could have been a vio-
lent confrontation, according

to Ann Dumaliang, one of the
trustees of the foundation.

To assure the foundation
members of their security, In-

terior Secretary Benhur Aba-
~ los later paid a visit to Masun-
gi, bringing along officials
from the Philippine National
Police and the DENR.

“I¢’s time for the government
to act, so much has been lost and,
our lives are in danger,” said

Masungi foundation president

Ben Dumaliang, Ann’s father,
venting out his frustration over
the DENR’s “negligence” despite
the MOA they signed with the
agency five years ago. |
Despite those tense en-

counters this year, the foun--
dation perseveres. “Because -

at the end of the day, despite
the disinformation and efforts
to undermine our work, we
believe that it will speak for
itself,” said Billie Dumaliang,
Ann’s sister and fellow trustee.

The recent UN award was
the 1oth accolade received by
the foundation for protecting
the georeserve. Aside fromearn-
ing international recognition, its
work has also been acknowl-
edged and validated by climate
advocates around the world.

In November, Ann Duma-
liang was invited to speakat the
UN Climate Change Conference
(COP27) in Egypt, where she

again shared the foundation’s

The recent UN
award was the
10th accolade
received by the
foundation for
protecting the
georeserve. Aside
from earning
' international
recognition,
its work has
also been
acknowledged
and validated by
climate advocates
around the world

efforts to protect rainforests,
especially the natural resources
of the Masungi geopark.

‘Billie, for her part, voiced
out the group’s determination
to face the continuing chal-
lenges head on.

“We won't back down. We
are holding our ground quite
literally,” she said. “[Our efforts|
may not be a hundred-percent
successful but we are at least

~ achieving baby steps in our
work,” she added.ma .
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Endangered fISh
eprOIted chlldren

" The ALFA pm]ect notes that “as
~ global demand for fish qnii fish
- products has rapldly”in;reased

while catch are in constant decline,

'iod‘al and environmental issues

bégﬁn to emerg(le as common

= 3

Asﬂﬁﬁm.lmmtobemmnly - regional challenges. These issues

fish eaters and this region of 10

entail, ; among others, overfishing,
illegal, unre orted and unregu-

which the Asean,

WJWSH lymnmln than 20  lated ﬁ'shmg, and human rights
| percent of global fish produiction. . concerns l‘e{atedtowoﬂ(ers aswell
b Aixion;; 48 i;ep. cHhamai i .as the proh.feranon oﬁsforced labor

the worli for fish production are B and traffcking in persons

Eﬁi doheiadd Thailand and B 5 also very 1mportam to

the Philippines. According to the
Bureau cf Fisheries and Aquatic

Resource;, “the Philippines ranks

8th mnons’ the top fish-producing
countries in the world with a total
production of 4.25 million metric
namof fish, crustaceans and aquat-
ic “ncluding seaweeds.”
" Reseziches have indicated
?;?t the region’s fishing indus-
is fast approa.chmg critical
lbwh The fisheries sector is
labor—mtenswe and the region
is known for the exploitation of
child labor in fisheries. This is
the reason that the United States
bepartmt'm of Labor (US DoL)
in cdopm ation mﬂ1 Asean, the
region’s workers’ organizations
represent:'d by the Asean Trade
Union Councﬂ (A"IUC) and the
Association of Asean Employ-
ers, recently Iauncﬁed in Bali,
Indonesia, a multi- million dollar
pro}ect called Addressing Labor
Expfo‘ltau >n in Fishing in Asean
(ALFA). This project aims to raise
awaréne:s ﬁmong govemment
member states, employers' and
workerstni the nefarious practices
in'the incustry, particularly the
use of forced and child labor.

o

laok at the exploitatwe condi-
tions in the fishing mdustry and
the dﬂ’ﬁcuﬁles mvolved in the
enforcement and monitoring
of the minimum conditions of

work abo"ard ﬁshmg vessels. It
has been noted that the e:ght-

hour labor iaw, the law on night
work, ovemme and rest days,
and even the laws strictly pro-
hibiting child labor and forced
labor, are often not enforced.
In the Philippines, there is no
of that prohibit forced
mqgchﬂlg?sﬁo? Ft.%émoht among
thePluhpp;qg laws that address
in the fish-

ing industry is Republic Act 2531

“entitled “An Act Providing for the

Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labor and Affording Pro-
tection for the Working Child.”
The Philippines has also ratified

. the ILO conventions on child

agd forced labor. This includes
the 38 ILO Conventions, e.g., all

fundamental conventions covered
by the 1998 Declaration on the

Principles and Rights at Work.
The Department of Labor and

_Employment (Drol-ﬁ) prescribes
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~ 18 years of age as the minimum

age for employment aboard
fishing vessels. This is in ac-
cord with lntematmnal Labor
Convention 182 which sets the
minimum age requirement at
16 and 18 years if the “work is
likely to jeopardize the health,
safety or morals of young per-
sons or if there is night work.”
In fixing the minimum age at 18
“years, i theDolE categorized work on
board ﬁshmg vessels as hazardous.
The laws regulating the industry
may be sufficient in terms of the
minimum conditions of work in
the ﬁshing mdustf}r How’ever,
what is se\rerely deficient is the
enforcement of these laws déspite
the fact that there are seven gov-
ernment agencies that are tasked
by law to regulate the industry.
'I‘hesa agencies are the DoLE,
Depamﬁent of Transportation
and Commumcatlons, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
Maritime Industry Authon’ty
Marina), Philippine Coast Guard
Epcc) ‘and the Philippine Fisher-
ies Dgyelopmgnt Authority.

While these agencies do not
ovgrla? in terms of mandate,
there is a n,éed to coordinate
their activities. The formulation
of péhi::es rules and reguimons
of working conditions is primar-
ily 'by'law to the DoLE. The
1ent of ﬁi#ﬁéﬁiﬂ%ﬁt and
rces is mamly con-
‘&rﬂed w‘fﬁ? environmental mat-
ters that are necessarlly impacted
tiy the ﬁshmg mdusiry In domg
50, it has the l‘fnowet to inspect
the ﬁshmg vessels. The PCG safe-
guar(is the territorial :ntegnty of
the country. It has the authonty to
board shl,ps The Manna in turn,
reglsters all sea vessels. The PhlIlp-
pine Ports Authority regulates the
use of ports in the country.

The ALFA project of the US Dol
and Asean intends to see whether
the laws and regulauons in each
Asean member state proscribing
child, and forced labor are sufﬁ
clent in sc&pe and are eﬁ'ecnvely
1mplemented ALFAis noteworﬂly
because it ls tripartite: it involves
the mduslry" s stakehcﬂders, name-
Iy the govemment, em Iq'yers
and workers, in addzessmg the
explmtanve workmg conditio ons
in the Asean industry.

For coordinative and col-
laborative purposes, :these
seven agencies entered into a
memorandum of agreement in
J anuary 2015. In the agreement
and in accordance with each
agency's legal mandate, they
have clearly delineated their
respective responmbllmes :
It is hoped that this activity.
will improve the laws and regula-
tions on conditions of work and
their 1mplementanon in all the
10 member states of Asean. The
AT[IC, of which Tam currently the
general-secretary pledges its full
€00 ation in the implementa-
tion of the objectives of ALFA.

For after all, labor matters.

Email: labormattersph@gmail.com
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i lhe heavy yoke ..
of cliniate injustice

,ﬁ T a dimate summit in Canada earlier this week, United

# /-4 Nations Secretary- General Antonio Guterres fired a sting-

A\ ing rebuke at multinational corporations for turning the
world's ecosystems into “playthings of profit.”

"With our bottomless appetite for unchecked and unequal .
economic grow th, humanity has become a weapon of mass
extinction,” Gutteres said. .

[he UN chief who has made climate change a personal crusade,
I'as reason to bg piqued. While there has been some progress in
creating a road map for ¢limate action, international efforts to cut .
|-lanet-heating emissions continue to founder.

Addressing last month’s COP27 summit in Egypt, Guterres
viamed world leaders that humanity has two choices: work wgether
10 fight global warming cr commit “collective suicide.”

The threat of a slow extermination is all too real: Ecosystem
Cegradation is expected to result in $3 trillion in economic losses
annually from 2030, pumng heavy pressure on global GDP. :

The world's biggest ecoricmies may consider the figure a trifle. But for
“1e countries that are in deef, financial straits, itis alife- and-death struggle.

To be fair, there have been important developments in climate
action this year. At the COP27, a milestone agreement was made to
cstablish aloss and damage fund to help vulnerable countries cope
with the onslaught of climate change. Under the setup, wealthy

ations will pay for climate damage unleashed on poorer countries.

Guterres welcomes the proposed fund, butt strongly‘believe_s that
what is needed fis “a gian' leap on climate ambition.” : !

Already, the fund faces formidable roadblocks. Wealthy d

ountries are still not comfortable about furmehng more
imoney to developing nations for conservation.

This is a cleat case of climate injustice. Rich nations have been
cuilty of it, because most of them, induding the United Statesand
China, are am;ng the world's biggest polluters. And developlng

a @,,. S f RS
‘ be lﬂamla Times &0

nations are the most exposed to the tisks of climate change

EDITORIAL  CARTOON

~ Atlast year's climate talks in Glasgow, the participaifig nations |

pledged to step up efforts to cut down on emissions. The goal is to

- keep carbon dioxide emissions to vmhm an &cceptable 1.5 degrees

Celsius. To do that, emissions must be slashed by 45 percent by

2030, and cut to netzerm,hy the middle of the century. '
Only about 30 countries have cornpheﬂv and the world is now

on its way to heatlng up by about 2.5 degrees Celsius. _
Gutteres warned that the “red line we must not cross is the line

" that takes our planet aver the 1,5 degree temperature limit.”

The world, however, is inching nearer to that red line.
Extreme weather events this year have shown us the devas-
tatmg impact of global warming. ;
Scorching heatwaves have damaged crops from China to Europe,

'and severe drought threatens to bring famine to Africa.

Floods induced by mtreasmgly stronger storms have caused
extenswe clamage and economic lasses across the world. -

A dlimate scientist has predicted that 2022 “will be one of the hottest
years on earth, with ll the phenomena that go with higher temperatures.”

It's just the beglnmng Another climatologist said that a severe
£l Nifio event could create a “new level” in warming,

As early as last February, UN climate scientists released a report which
they described as an “atlas of human suffering” unleashed by dimate
change The report, unforumately, did not trigger any alarm bells, '

Ecosystem degradatlon

For Guterres, global warmmg has a twin that mﬂsl also be -
addressed ‘ecosystem degradation.

" One-third of all the world’s land has been despmied and
fertile soil is being lost.

Reports have long indicated that chemicals, plastlcs and
~air pollution are chokmg land, water and air. ;
~ "We are treating nature Jike a toilet,” Guterres lamented.

" For climate action to succeed, biodiversity must be protected
and preserved The two challenges have to be dealt with together.

* Much more needs to be done, and time is short.

"Some observers say the COP27 agreement is far from being a game
changer"[heysaynmnotforeeﬁﬂ enough to encotirage the setting of more
~ ambitious national targets and the scaling back on the use of fossil fuels.

"Unless these issues are addressed, the needle will not move.
l?oorer nauons will continue to be the victims of d1mate injustice.
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Fragile glaciers, fragile planet

1 Chaltén Argem:ma—lt was an image

that seemed to be frozen in time as was

frozen in space:i a sprawling blue gla-

cier—as far as the eye can see—extend-
ing deep into the Patélgonian mountains.

Then, suddenly, the sound of a crack is
heard, like distant tf under—and part of the
glacier comes cras into the milky green
lake beneath. j

Witnessing such a spectacle as our boat
approached Perito Moreno glacier—perhaps
the most famous glacier in Argentina—I can-
not help but think of the climate crisis and
what it means for the world.

The vastness of the Southern Patagonian
Ice Field (16,480 square kilometers)—of which
the glacier is part—means that such loss
of ice—known as “calving” in glaciology—
would not in themselves signify anything as
being part of a glacier’s life cycle. Some years
back, it was reported that Perito Moreno itself
was actually growing instead of shrinking: a
phenomenon that remains not fully explained.

In any case, the reality is that, taken to-
gether, the Patagonian glaciers are melting
at one of the fastest rates on the planet, sig-
nificantly contributing to sea level rise. Ac-
cording to a 2019 study by Michael Zemp and
colleagues, the world is losing 335 billion tons
of ice each year, corresponding to a nearly
i1-millimeter rise in sea levels annually.

In Argentina—which (as its officials in the
COP27 meetings in Egypt were quick to point
out) contributes to 0.7 percent of global green-
house gas emissions—the impacts of climate
change are already manifesting in the form of
unstable weather patterns, increased precip-
itation (and risk of floods) in the north, and
decreased precipitation (and risk of droughts)
in the south. The country has taken steps to
address its own emissions—which mainly
comes from the energ'y sector (54 percent) and

GIDEON LASCO

livestock farming (20.7 percent) with its over
50 million heads of-cattle. However, under-
scoring the challenges for a country facing a
severe economic crisis, it has also stressed the
importance of natural gas in their transicion
energética—and has defended its agriculture
and livestock industries amid concerns that
they are leading to deforestation. -

The Philippines is faced with a similar pre-
dicament. As one of the most vulnerable coun-
tries to climate change, we have already seen
the devastation brought about by ever-stron-
ger typhoons and ever-more vicious floods.
And even as the country has been very ac-
tive in climate leadership for decades (When
I was attending a workshop at Harvard back
in 2019, Massachusetts Institute of Technolo-
gy professor and international mediator Prof.
Lawrence Susskind cited our own Tony La
Vina as an exemplar of negotiation skills), our
gavernments have vacillated in making strong
climate commitments, likewise citing our mi-
nuscule contribution to global emissions.

In the wake of COP27, John Leo Algo of
Living Laudato Si’ Philippines noted: “While
the nation has a right to pursue development
on its own terms, it is hypocritical for the
Philippines, one of the most vulnerable to the

self, the

climate crisis. to keep supporting further use
of the same fossil fuels that are clearly harm-
ing it in many ways.”

Even as leaders on both sides of the Pa-
cific rightfully demand climate justice and
pay obelsainr @ to words like “climate action,”

“mitigation,” and “sustainability,” will they
actually take steps to protect places like Gran

Chaco and Sibuyan, Yungas and Palawan,
from destructive projects—and an equally
destructive development paradigm?
| RS

Amid the grandeur and sheer beauty of Pa-
tagonia, concerns around climate crisis and the
environment can feel distant, and the thoughts
provoked by the crashing glaciers can prove

transient. Taking the bus from El Calafate to
El Chaltén—the “trekking capital of Argen-
tina”—I saw wild guanacos as they grazed
on the grasslands, and only the snow-capped
peaks on the background, behind which lies
the Chilea.l} part of the region, could take my
eyes off such scenes. Here, in El Chaltén it-
idean condors circle the peaks as 1
trekked under the shadow of its famous mono-
lithic peaks like Cerro Torre and Mt Fitzroy.
But nothing lasts forever, and rhe time-
lessness of such scenes is belied by the sci-
ence that shows that their foundations are
unsustainable, with glaciers, guanscos, and
condors alike facing the threat of disap-
pearance. Al the same can be said of the
taken-for-granted comforts of our ways of
life—more so for those who are already mar-
ginalized, from the Mapuche in ( iran Chaco
and the “lumad” in Mindanao, to the urban
poor in Buenos Aires, Manila, and elsewhere.
We need a politics that acknowledges
that our planet is as beautiful and as fragile
as its glacidfr:;:.

; |
glasco@inqguirer.com.ph
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NASA alert level 1 ang
Bulkang Kanlaon mata-
makapagtala ng dala-
gr?’h voleanic earthquake.

- ipas na magdamag
1mulat l!samna ng Philip-.

pine Institute of Volcano-

y and Sensrﬂology
(PEwolcs)

Ayon sa Phivoles nama-

taan ang bahagyang pama-
maga ng bulkan subalit
wala naman naitalang
pagsingaw ng usok sa

ng )
Simbtpﬂlk na
malugpltnalp
ang pagpasok ng
sa 4- kalomm km)
radmsP

‘pagpaps ;;-—I:n
_ ‘m aircraft malapit sa
i ‘ng bulkan dahil sa

bulkan dahil sa mga
* nakalipas na pag-aalboro-
to nito na matatagpuan sa
lalawigan ng Negros

m%entai; at Negros





