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'PAGGAMIT NG TREATMENT TECHNOLOGY
SA BASURA NAMUMURONG MAISABATAS

PASADO na sa ikalawang pagbasa ng Kamara ang
panukalang regulasyon sa paggamit ng treatment
technology sa municipal at hazardous wastes.

Ang panukalang Waste Treatment Technology
Act (House Bill 6444) ay inaprubahan sa pamama-
gitan ng voice voting sa sesyon noong Lunes.

Layunin ng panukala na bigyan-diin ang kaha-
lagahan ng pagbabawas at recycling ng mga basura
kasabay ng ligtas na paggamit sa mga basura upang

_maging pinagkukuhanan ng enerhiya.

Ang Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) at Department of Energy (DOE)
ang inatasan na magsuri ng mga state-of-the-art
environmentally-sound at ligtas na teknolohiya sa
pagproseso sa basura.

Pinapayagan ng panukala ang mga LGU na mag-
tayo ng waste treatment facility sa bawat rehiyon,
probinsya, o magkakasamang LGUJ alinsunod sa 10-
year solid waste management plan ng National So-
lid Waste Management Commissicn. (Billy Begas)
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_-protect the Pasxg Ver, our céuntrys__ iel
:mnstmhalwataf ource,’said Dr. .]aaﬂA._ 2

 confident that by mﬂmg
,he!p restore Pa ﬂg <

i ring our vision for the Pasxg River ership to bring about positive rhanges .3'
System to a“bux}clan”t fruition!” sheadded i ﬁm’ the ] _vummeht, the pecrp’L ar dfm;mg_.
Esguerra expressed the club’ Tl ) '
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- add to the energy supply of the

"CTALK

- CITO BELTRAN

[&rhert 19 the ribbon

cutting?’ - PBBM

‘ust before President Bongbong:
arcos got elected president, I

rote an article praising the La-

guna Lake Developmy

ent Author-
ity for undertaking a breakthrough
development concept that wouId

Laguna area as well as earn better
revenues for LLDA compared to
the paltry rentals they collect from pollutmg fish cages.

'k'hat concept was to lease out some areas of the sub-
stantially wide territory of Laguna de Bay for floating
solar farms to be put up by local and international pri-
vate firms that had participated in the bidding process.
It was a win-win project for LLDA, Laguna de Bay, the

- environment and aquatic life in the lake and localized

Ireportediy“took place between the

electric power supply for nearby towns or barangays.
Tlﬁ; h1ddmg pa:o@s was also so spotless that it was

an exemption to the rule.
omg @r%vard during President Bongbong

’ recent trip to Singapore, a ceremonial signing
proponents and
reptesentahves of the floating solar farm projects, for-
eign investors and witnessed by President Bongbong
Matcos, DTI Secretary Pascual, etc. Right after the
igning ceremony PBBM was quoted as asking, “When
the ribbon cutting?”

It seems that the “winning bidders” are asking the

is

: m:{equesmp.
The LLDA board during the Dutétte administra-

tion apparently failed or intentionally chose not to
announce who the winning companies were. With the

- arrival of the PBBM administration, the LLDA GM has
" his handa.tzed unless his appointment is renewed and

Malacafiang ngeelﬂm authority to announce who won
in the bidding.

Meanwhile foﬂeign investors as we]l as senior man-
agers and company owners have been breathing down

the necks of their executives, lawyers and government

liaison officers, not understanding why there should be
a prolonged delay, given that even the President of the
Philippines was asking “When is the ribbon cu e
Aside from the usual impression that the PBBM
execpu\res have almply been overly cautious and slow,
W a growing suspicion that a certain energy

ﬁ!rm that participated and lost in the bidding may be
influencing mattets towards a rebidding. Part of the

. suspicion lies in the silence of certain energy officials

concerning the LLDA solar floating farms and renew-
able energy in general. They are either frustrating
the winners into selling out or giving up due to the

extraordinary delay and possibility of a rebidding.

One foreign firm has already started to ask
local partners for risk assessments and contmgency
plans, while another has been so busy knock-kriock-
knocking at the DENR, LLDA and the Office of the
President to get a straight answer because every day of
delay has been causing the winning bidders thousands
_upon thousands of pesos as they start up their teams.

_ceremonial signing in Singapore a

'QUANTITY in Life not QUALITY of Life.

1 found out from the grapevine that legal fees alone
for incorporating and settiag up the global pariner-
s}u run anywhere from 1’30 million to P40 million
in wyer s fees.

Having witnessed the si, afnmg ceremony in Singa-
pore, I sincerely hope PBBM does n getinvited to an
international arbitration court regarding the failure of
the LLDA to deliver on what was represented in the
shown all over
the country, if not many pa:ts of the region.

A recent survey where respondents indicated that
their Quality of Life unprovm:’t in recent months, in my
mind is not economic in natiare. Most people associate
quality of life with materizl needs, |finances and job
security but often forget the simple fact that we should
be happy to be alive. We dismiss the value that is in
time spent with family, the opportunity to pursue a
different career or interest, or trading off wealth for
better and deeper relationships and bliilding memories
with family.

Considering the severe imipact of COVID-19 on hu-
man lives and productivity, i’s hard tp imagine that the
traditional quality of life standards (jpbs-money-tit es)
improved during lockdowns or extended quarant nes
given the loss of life, loss cf jobs and depletion of
finances and resources. In fact, in the first year of the
pandemic, much of the wor d was wirapped in an op-
pressive doom and gloom sz2nario.

Fortunately, people went from hopelessness to
survivor mode. Anywhere L go, people talk about how
COVID-19 and the msh extanded quarantine periods
in the last two, years were directly responsible for
makmgthemtetgmkand cha_nge thei lifestyles, value
system and priorities, therf'b) improying their quality
of life. Many people who lost jobs or had diminished
incomes and learned to live with less now live simpler
and focus on the essentials o what i necessary.

Full circle, they discovered that thdy did not have

work 24/7 and “be all you ciui be” as society dictat =d
Instead they lowered their r ents and found
more rest, that they could be produ tive at home as
well as at work. And, if necessary, pay cuts for
less time at an office. Others were simply forced to do
something else, to try alternztive livelihoods that they
always wanted to do but naver had the courage to.
Flight attendants became delivery service personnel,
entrepreneurs became vegetable vendors in private
villages, others turned to home delivery of food, ¢ic.

Many people discovered so muchwealth in manag-

ing their own time, having exia hours by not having to
~ travel or commute to work. bring ab

to spend more
time with their family, childen or spouse. Quality, of
hfedmproved not.from having more put from having
less; less stress, less materiali isim, less{worries.
Perhaps that is the divine blessing, the silver lin-
ing behind the COVID-19 pemdemic It corrected our
trajectory by changing our priorities.

Many of us had it all wrong. We| were going for

M. —Em_l ﬂalk.?rﬁtlk@gm_ﬂ.mm :

EDITORIAL CARTOON
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Minero nalibing nang buhay

sa gumuhong kuweba
PATAY ang isang minero nangmﬂktﬂmgatmaiabunmng gumu-
hong kuweba sa bayan ng Pasil

,Kalinga, L ng umaga.
Kinilala ni Pasil Police Station (PPS) ¢ chje%gh?{a jor Garry Gaya* |

‘mos ang biktima na si Milnar Bag-ayan, ng ﬁasabmg bayan. -
Sareport, nasa loob n%llmweba ang biktima na matalagpuan sa
igla itong gumuho 6:01 ng umaga.
Agad na huminging
%ar?lkobcr ang bangkay ng

Dinala na ang katawan tlg blkumaﬁa kmttang bahaysa Batangly
Galdang.

g ang mga kasamahan nito at ilang oras
ngemgemymmnsemng-
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n innocuous stor;l in the ocean of online
news recently ht my attention, It
said that an entire Pacific island nation

was considering an unusual backup plan

for survival: moving its entire population to
another country. |

The nation is bati, thousands of

miles northeast of Papua New Guinea in the
south Pacific. Kiribati President Anote Tong
told media that his Cabinet, fearing climate
change could wipe out their archipelago, had
approved a plan to buyi nearly 6,000 acres on
Fiji's main island, V1t1 LeviL.

Some or all of Kiribati's population of
103,000 could move there when their islands
are submerged—in a matter of decades, ac-
cording to current forecasts. The nation
straddles the equator tlear the International
Date Line, and many of its coral atolls rise
just a few feet above sea level.

For the Kiribati peqple, moving won't be
a matter of choice but of survival, said Tong.
Seawater is contaminating underground
freshwater resources more often, while rain-
fall, storm, and tidal patterns are changing.

Other unusual options that Kiribati is
considering to mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change include shoring up some is-
lands with sea walls and even building a
floating island, much like a giant oil plat-
form anchored to an atoll.

Gloomy forecasts. Kiribati's plight dra-
matizes a growing climate change crisis in

| Clzmate crlszs IS here

CRISPIN C. MASLOG

‘the island nations of the Pacific and oth-
er archipelagos of the world. According to

United Nations (UN) forecasts, Kiribati and
neighboring Tuvalu, as well as the Marshall
Islands, may be completely inundated by the
rising waters of the Pacific by 2050.

And a new report by the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisa-
tion and the Australian Bureau of Meteorol-
ogy on climate change in the Pacific Ocean
says the region is getting hotter, sea levels
are rising, rainfall is changing, and equatorial
winds have weakened. And cyclone intensity
is likely going to be greater.

To their credit, the Pacific island coun-
tries and territories (PICTs) have pledged to
make a token financial contribution toward
global efforts to reduce emissions of green-
house gases.

But global climate change will occur regard-
less of future emissions, and adapting to the
changes will be vital—and urgent for PICTs,
where impacts are expected to be intense.

Funding for adaptation. The costs of
responding to climate change can be astro-
nomical. Although accurate estimates have
not been finalized, they could easily amount

DATE

to billions of dollars.
come from? Thereisa

Where will the money

es available to suppor|

tation initiatives in th

t climate charge adap-
region, from founda-

range of funding sourc- .

tions and philanthropists to public donations. -
Funds administered by the UN Global

Environment Facility

nclude the GEF-Pacif-

ic Alliance for Sustainability Fund, the Least

Developed Ccuntries

Climate Change Fund.

Fund, and the Special
Funds from these fa-

cilities are in excess of $21 billion, but they '

are not exclusively for

the Pacific.

There is also the Pilot Program for Cli-

mate Resilience, which
Climate Fund, a multi

is part of the Strategic
onor trust fund with

resources of $975 million.
But regardless of where the money comes

from, it will riot be

nough. These island

states need to 'set priprities. And the chal-

lenge is to implement
take a long-term view
tation and resource
The clock i3 ticki
land countries as th
future. The werld m
cause their entire cul
and their lives are at s

em effectively and to
n planning for adap-
ement.

for these Pacific is-
face their uncertain
rally to their side be-

e.

Crispin C. Maslog is a science columnist of
SciDev.Net. He is a former journalist with

the Agence France-

journalism professor
and UP Los Bafios.

resse and :cience
t Silliman University

es, their wayv of life, .
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By M&RI(!N THIBAUT

ONTREAL, Canada
. (AFP) — With high-
stakes biodiversity

Mﬂntr#al this week, a top UN official
is urging bold action to avoid “ir-

cious ecosystems and species.
Much of Earth’s nature has al-
ready been damaged by humans,
threatening our finite sources of
food, water, medicine, and leav-
ing over a million species at risk of
extinction.

Nearly 200 countries will try to
hammer out a new global frame-
work to protect nature at the COP15
talks opening Wednesday in Mon-
treal, including a cornerstone 30 by
30 proposal to protect 30 percent
of Earth's land and oceans by 2030.

Ahead of the talks, AFP spoke
to Elizabeth Mrema, the head of
the UN's Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), who called for the
talks to be a “Paris moment” for na-

P

ture, referring to the landmark 2015

agreement to limit global warming.

The interview has been edited

and condensed for clarity.

What do you want
to achieve at COP15?

“For the Paris agreement to suc-
ceed, biodiversity also has to suc-
ceed. For climate to succeed, nature
has to succeed, and that's why we
have to deal with them together.

“We need to do something. We
are already late. At least the scien-
tists are telling us it's not too late,
but we are about to reach the tip-
ping points.

“If action is not taken now, then
we'll be at the tipping points and the
situation will be irreversible.”

mtalks kicking off in -

regrsi’ble” damage to the planet’s
T

AFP FILE PHOTO

be adopted together with a mecha-
nism, or a framework, on review,
reporting, monitoring, account-
ability.”

What are the most difficult
targets yet to be negotiated?
“One is the finance question.
A number of countries wanted to
be assured there will be adequate
financial resources for implemen-

- tation.

“Some countries (are) even
calling for the establishment of a
biodiversity fund for that purpose...
learning from the recent climate
and other processes we can easily

“tell these might be rather difficult

discussions.

“Another issue is what is called
Digital Sequencing Information for
genetic resources.

“This genetic information is
particularly (used) by the bioscience
researchers (and) pharmaceuti-
cal industry for the production or

How can we make sure this
biodiversity deal doesn't
~ fail like the last one did?

“We’ve learned the lessons to
ensure that the future w:ll be dif-
ferent,

. “The first thmg many countries
did was to review, update or develop
their national biodiversity strategles
and action plans.

“(Previously) biodiversity tar-
gets did not include a monitoring
accountability mechanism to be able
to measure progress.

“This time, the framework will

development of medicines and vac-
cines, including Covid-19, and the
producers of this genetic informa-
tion are majority in the developing
countries.

“The issue is, if they provide
access to this information, what are
they getting in return?”

How important are issues like
finance and the 30 x 30 target?
“We need to look at all the 22
targets, the entire framework in to-
tality. If we are talking of not leav-
ing anyone behind, then we cannot

must avoid ‘irreversible’ damage

with new nature deal — UN

pick and chonse. All targets are key.
“What is important is a frame-
work being adopted. We all have an
interest to ensure it is implemented
to avoid getting back to where we
are coming from.
“That is most) important, es

. pecially bearing in mind the results

and difficult reports and the gloomy,
grim figures and statistics we are
getting that. the loss of biediversity
has reachec unprecedented rates in
the history of humankind.

“The current war is not helping,
the food crisis is not helping, the
energy prices are not helping.”

What role is business playing in

shaping the negotiations?’

“I’m proud of them. They have
never been as engaged as we've seern
in this process.

“If the World Economic Forum
tells us 50 peicent of the global GDV
is moderately or highly dependent
on nature... Which means.(its loss
is) a business risk,

“If they are not part of the
framework, their businesses will
also suffer. \When we talk of fooc
systems, it’s all private sector. Ag-
ricultural production is the private
sector, the foad chain is the private
sector. The fashion industry is the
private sector. So there is economic
case — busiriess as usual can no
longer continue.

“They are on board. They are
putting pressure also for govern-
ments to take those strict mea-
sures.”
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: Department of Environment and Natural Resources / »
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU 5‘

. -nl,n
DENR Compound, Visayas Avenue, Difiman, Quezon City 1116 wwumm

Tel.Nos. (632) 8539-4378
Website: www.emb.gov.ph Email: recordsco@emb.gov.ph

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

'Oh thé ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) of the proposed 1400 MW
PAKIL PUMPED-STORAGE HYDROELECTRIC POWER PROJECT of the AHUNAN

POWER INC. located in BARANGAYS BANO, BURGOS, RIZAL AND TAFT,

MUNICIPALITY OF PAKIL, PROVINCE OF LAGUNA.

Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their opinion regarding the implementation
of ‘the proposed 14000 MW PAKIL PUMPED-STORAGE HYDROELECTRIC POWER
PROJECT to attend the Public Hearing on:

e DR R T
8:00 AM

15 December 2022 . 2 . | Gymnasium of Saint Peter of Alcantara
(Thursday) Regzs{;t'z.;tg: ::arts o _ College Inc., Pakil, Laguna

The Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with the review of the EIS of the
‘aforementioned project by the Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR).

The following is the project information:

_ {1400 MW Pakil Pumped-Storage Hydroelectric Power Project
Barangays Bano, Burgos, Rizal, and Taft, Municipality of Pakil,
Province of Laguna

1,400 MW

Ahunan Power Inc. (API)

All interested partws who wish to attend or partxcxtpate in these Public Heanngs should preferably

 confirm their attendance/participation and may give their opinion(s) in a concise position paper to

the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEVMENT DIVISION
(EIAMD) of this Office through mail or through email at eia@emb.gov.ph, 2t least three (3) days
before the Public Hearing schedule. Those who will not be able to register or submit written
positions may be given the opportunity to share their issues on the day of the hearing itself.

o »

The project’s EIS and Executive Summary for the Public are downloadable at our website:
www.eia.emb.gov.ph (kindly access the Notice of Public Hearing/ Consultation link found in our

. website) while copies will be available in the following offices:

1. EMB CALABARZON

6" Floor 1515 DENR By the Bay Bldg Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila
Tel No. (02) 8536-9784

2. Pakil Municipal Hall
Municipality of Pakil, Province of Laguna

- For more details, please contact the EIAM Division at this Office at telephone number (02) 8539-

4378 loc. 116 through the project casehandlers Engr. Dexter Tabada and Ms. Leonil Gargar.

Protect the enviromment.. Protect lie... ‘/
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